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Military working dog keeps up pace
By 2nd Lt. Benjamin Meier
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Peterson Air Force Base has a military working dog with a pacemaker.
Mowgli, a nine-year-old Belgian Malinois,
received a pacemaker after his heart would beat no
more than 49 beats per minute, even when exercising.
Staff Sgt. Dennis Browning, 21st Security
Forces Squadron military working dog handler, has
been Mowgli’s handler for four months.
“It cost $18,000 for Mowgli’s pacemaker,”
Sergeant Browning said. “He’s worth every penny.”
Veterinarians at Colorado State University
Veterinary Hospital performed Mowgli’s surgery in
January 2004.
“He was always tired,” Sergeant Browning
said. “Now he’s hard to slow down.”
Mowgli is trained in two different areas. First,
he is an explosive-detector dog. He can find anything from pipe bombs to 500-pound explosives,
Sergeant Browning said. Second, Mowgli is a
patrol dog. He is able to take down suspects, search
buildings and conduct base security.
Staff Sgt. Joseph Villalobos, 21st SFS MWD
trainer, is responsible for the well-being of the dogs.
“Mowgli hasn’t known anything but the military,” Sergeant Villalobos said. “He was in the first
litter of the puppy program at Lackland AFB, Texas
designed to teach the dogs from birth. The first litter was called the ‘Disney Dogs’. They gave every
dog a ‘Disney’ name, which is how he got his
name, Mowgli, from the film ‘The Jungle Book.’”
Mowgli won several competitions in his lifetime, most notably the Space Competition in

March 2000. He received 1st Place in explosive
detection, 3rd Place in tactical obedience and
2nd Place overall.
“They are graded on detection, agility, tactical
obedience, handler protection, area search and
building search,” Sergeant Villalobos said. “The
top three dogs from the space competition get to
compete Department-of-Defense-wide.”
Mowgli has done his job in the Air Force,
serving nine years and continually risking his life
in the line of duty.
Master Sgt. Mark Dedrick, 21st SFS MWD
kennel master, said the dog has been trusted in
activities ranging from protecting the president to
deploying to Kuwait and Jordan.

See Pace, Page 10
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Staff Sgt. Dennis Browning, 21st Security
Forces Squadron military working dog handler,
instructs Mowgli during an obstacle jump on
the obedience course at the Peterson kennels.

Mowgli barks at a
suspicious person
during a routine training session. Mowgli
is a Peterson military
working dog with a
pacemaker.

Snow call procedures: rules to live by
By Stefan Bocchino
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Driving conditions in Colorado
can change drastically in a short time
during the winter months. Those
changes can bring safety concerns for
drivers. Peterson Air Force Base has
several procedures in place to minimize
the risk during inclement weather.
“The recommended thing to do if
there is a weather concern is to call the
Peterson Snow Information Line, or
more commonly called Snow Call Line,”
said Capt. Colby Hoefar, 21st Civil
Engineering squadron chief of operations. “The system is in place to reduce
the risk of driving in inclement weather.”
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Snow Call is a recorded phone
message with updated information on
weather procedures and includes any
delays or base closure information.
The phone number should be posted in all workplaces. Supervisors should
also ensure all of their people are familiar with the Snow Call Line number and
calling procedures.
This procedure informs Team Pete
members when it is safe to be on the
road, said Captain Hoefar. During diminished weather conditions, the fewer people on the road the better. This will help
snow removal personnel in clearing the
roads and make for a safer journey.
“More than likely, if there is a

See Snow, Page 10

Team Pete snow call procedures
Base recall procedures should be used to inform people of a delay
or base closing.
Tune in to local television or radio stations to find out if there are
any reporting delays for local installations.
Call the Snow Call line at 556-SNOW (7669) for updated information
on delays or closures. Information will be updated no later
than 5:30 a.m.
During a delay, non-essential personnel will report to work two
hours after the normal 7:30 reporting time – no later. For example,
those who normally report to work at 7:00 a.m., are to report to
work at 9:30 a.m., but cannot arrive on base earlier than 9 a.m.
If the base is closed, only essential personnel should come on base
to report to work. All other personnel should stay off base.
During phased early release, personnel should depart in 30 minute
intervals, according to their zip codes.
At any time during inclement weather, use common sense in
reporting. Even if there is no delay, do not take chances.
Safety is paramount.

Safety in the Snow

Servin’ up Culture

The rules of the road, tips for driving
in winter weather.

Hispanic Heritage Luncheon provides
insight for Team Pete members.

Page 3

Page 16-17

Enlisted Against Drunk Driving
Protecting you and your family members by providing a safe alternative to
drinking and driving.
Please call us! Fri. - Sat. 10 p.m. 3 a.m. Phone: 719-556-6384
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FROM THE TOP

Space command chief shares views at Strategic Space 2005
By Staff Sgt. Aaron Cram
U.S. Strategic Command Public Affairs

OMAHA, Neb. – Air
Force Space Command’s top
enlisted warrior spent time Oct.
6 sharing his views of space
command’s enlisted force with
the nation’s leaders in space
and strategic forces during the
Strategic Space 2005 symposium at the Qwest Center here.
During his portion of the
Chief’s View panel, AFSPC’s
Command Chief Master Sgt.
Ron Kriete spoke about the
enlisted force’s mission, morale
and training to the senior leadership of U.S. Strategic Command,
component and supported commands, the aerospace contractor community, federal officials
and other leaders.
“Our enlisted folks are
the quiet professionals of the

high ground,” he said. “They
are out there doing tasks dayin and day-out that many of us
in this room take for granted.
We could never thank them
enough for their service to our
nation. They are ordinary people doing extraordinary things
for us. We have an all-volunteer force that is very dedicated to the mission.”
Chief Kriete said what
makes the men and women of
Space Command’s enlisted
force special too, is the fact
that they carry out their mission every day in a manner different from most Airmen
deployed in place.
“Every day in our missile
fields, we deploy our cops,
chefs and maintainers,” he said.
“Some of these people are away
from their families for more
than 180 days of the year.

Command Chief Master
Sgt. Ron Kriete, Air Force
Space Command

People ask, ‘why?’ I say it’s
because that’s their job. They
go to the missile fields for three
to five days at a time. If you
keep adding those numbers up,
it takes a toll on that individual,
and more so, on their families.
But they don’t complain.”
The chief also noted there
are shifts of enlisted space oper-

ators performing their mission
24 hours a day without missing
a beat because they know how
vital they are to enhance the
nation’s capabilities.
“Our Airmen deployed inplace are very critical to the
[deployed warfighter],” Chief
Kriete said. “They understand
the warfighter needs space
capabilities in a timely manner
to complete their mission and
the space operators are more
than 6,000 miles away.”
Chief Kriete also said he
was proud of Airmen morale
while they carry out their difficult missions.
“I’m here to report to you
today that morale is as high as
I’ve ever seen in my 30 years in
the Air Force,” he said.
The chief then turned his
focus – how to help the enlisted
force maintain its high morale.

“We get some of the
brightest young men and
women in our Air Force,” he
said. “They’re important to us.
We have to respect them; we
have to reward them for their
hard work. Pay is not always the
answer for a reward. Sometimes
it’s a good pat on the back and
to say, ‘Good job this week.’
That goes a heck of a long way.
“Also, I say let every
Airman develop. I truly believe
we can’t micro-manage. You
have to let them develop
because you are training your
replacement. The only way you
can do that is to let them develop … Airman will make mistakes. I’m concerned about the
ones who aren’t making mistakes. They aren’t doing anything. The ones who are making
mistakes – they’re in the fight.

See Space, Page 3

Action Line
Submitting Action Lines
The Action Line is a direct link to the
21st Space Wing commander. It should be
used when other avenues have failed.
Concerns should be addressed at the lowest possible level in the chain of command
and elevated as necessary.
If satisfactory results have not been
attained by addressing the chain of command, call the Action Line at 556-7777 or
fax 556-7848.
Though not required, Action Line
users should leave point-of-contact information when submitting an Action Line.
This will allow those who are addressing
the concern to clarify the information and
respond, if necessary. Not all responses
are printed; however, if information
allows, a response will be rendered in
another format.
Question:

The backups at the West Gate are
out of control – Sept. 21, there was
over a 30-minute wait. The backup
extended onto Powers Boulevard as far

north as the U.S.-24 overpass. This
presents a safety hazard, as impatient
drivers, not bound for the base, change
lanes in an attempt to get around traffic. Also, the base-bound drivers
caught in the right lane must work their
way over to the left. The North Gate
construction didn't cause this situation;
rather, it has made a bad situation
worse. I have two suggestions that I
have seen used with success at other
bases in similar circumstances. The
first one is long-term and will require
funding: Build a larger turn-out for
commercial vehicles, along the lines of
what Schriever Air Force Base has at
their West Gate. The second, however,
can be implemented immediately and
will not cost a nickel: restrict commercial vehicles from entering the base
during peak hours. For example, from 6
to 8 a.m. This simple step would eliminate a significant proportion of the
morning delays at the West Gate.

Average Wait Times - .25 mile from gate Oct. 4
(in minutes)

TIME
6:30 6:45 7:00 7:15 7:30 7:45 8:00 8:15 -

6:45
7:00
7:15
7:30
7:45
8:00
8:15
8:30

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.

NORTH
8
8
8
10
8
8
8
N/A

Answer:
The North Gate construction
project has had a considerable impact
on traffic flow. We have a military construction project in the works for the
West Gate. It will ultimately allow for
more efficient searches of oversized
vehicles. We previously researched the
possibility of altering commercial
vehicle delivery times. However, we

WEST
4
4
6
7
9
6
2
N/A

EAST
N/A
2
4
3
2
2
N/A
N/A

cannot restrict the time of day commercial vehicles enter the installation without causing a significant economic
impact on their businesses.
The North Gate construction is
due to be completed by mid-October.
However, the construction no longer
has an impact on traffic flow.
For information, call Senior
Master Sgt. John Harvey at 556-7167.

A Moment in Time
Oct. 19, 1928

An American six-man machine
gun team parachuted from a
six-plane formation.
Oct. 20, 1911
Original Wright Army plane
was delivered to the
Smithsonian Institution.
Oct. 20, 1922
Lieutenant Harold R. Harris
makes the first emergency parachute jump.
Oct. 21, 1970
The X-24A aerospace vehicle
made its first supersonic flight.
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Safety offers winter driving condition tips
By Sandra Mock
21st Space Wing Safety Office

Morning frost on the windows,
the sound of the furnace kicking on,
bundling up before stepping outside
and having to run the heater in the car
to make it warm enough to drive are all
signs of winter arriving in Colorado
and a warning for all to prepare.
The recent snow fall was an indicator to Colorado residents that winter
is just around the corner.
The 21st Space Wing Safety
Office team warns drivers in the local
area to be prepared to drive in harsh
weather conditions.
According to Luis Harris, 21st
SW Safety Office ground safety technician, there is a simple checklist people can go over to help get their vehicle
prepared for snow and ice.
Winter vehicle checklist:
Tires – do they have sufficient
tread and are they properly inflated? Is
the spare tire in good condition?
Lights – are all the lights working (headlights, turn signals, brake
lights)?
Windshield – are the wipers
working properly and are the blades

good enough to handle snow/slush?
Does the windshield washer work and
is the reservoir full? Is the defroster
working correctly?
Battery – is it charged?
Antifreeze fluid – will it provide
the protection needed?
Engine maintenance – has it had
a scheduled tune-up?
Each of these questions should be
answered with a “yes.” If people
answered “no” to any of these questions, they should take the appropriate
actions to make any necessary repairs.
Preventative maintenance will help
keep vehicles running at their best during both good and bad weather.
Survival kits are a must-have
when driving anywhere in Colorado.
While some people think survival kits
are only necessary for winter driving,
the kits should also stay in the car
during summer months if traveling in
the mountains. Drivers should ensure
the exhaust pipe is free of snow before
running the engine. If someone gets
stranded, they should remember not to
panic, said Tech. Sgt. Janet Doyle,
21st SW Safety Office ground safety
technician.
People should stay in their vehicle

Don’t leave
home
without it

Technical Sgt. Janet Doyle, 21st SW
Safety Office ground safety technician, recommends the following
items be kept in a kit:
Jumper cables
Empty coffee cans
Flashlight with
and candles
extra batteries
Sand or kitty litter
First-aid kit
High energy foods
Small axe
Flares and/or
Tool kit – includreflective triangles
ing knife and shovel
Tire chains
Blankets or sleepMirror for signaling
ing bags
Extra clothing
Matches/lighter

and run the engine sparingly - once an
hour - to save fuel. And use a coffee
can and candle for heat.
She also offered some do’s and
don’ts of winter driving. Safe driving
is especially important in snow, ice
and sleet. Drive slower than normal in
slippery conditions and increase the
distance normally kept between vehicles. Be prepared for unsafe maneuvers by other drivers – drive defensively. Keep headlights on, both to

help visibility toward and away from
vehicles. Just because a vehicle is
four-wheel drive doesn’t mean it won’t
slide. Clean off all vehicle windows
before driving and don’t let ice or
snow accumulate on windshields, windows, mirrors or lights.
Don’t mix alcohol and driving
and always wear a seatbelt.
For a more comprehensive list of
winter safety tips, call the 21st SW
Safety Office at 556-8001.

Child safety first
Left: Technical Sgt. Ty Grant, 21st Space Wing Safety Office ground safety
technician, properly installs a child safety seat Oct. 8 outside of the Citadel
Mall in Colorado Springs. The members of the
21st SW safety office participate quarterly
with downtown agencies to perform free child
seat safety checks.
Below: Technical Sgt. Janet Doyle, 21st Space
Wing Safety Office ground safety technician,
explains to an expectant mother the proper
way to install and use her child safety seat
Oct. 8 outside of the Citadel Mall in Colorado
Springs. The 21st SW safety office team
helped inspect about 60 child safety seats
during the day-long check.

Photos by Airman 1st Class Mandy Weightman

Space, from Page 2
If you continue to let them develop, they
will develop into great NCOs, senior
NCOs and possibly, fine officers.”
To help the Airmen develop, Space
Command officials took a hard look at
training requirements for the com-

mand’s enlisted force. Officials looked
at ancillary training, to include M-16
and chemical warfare defense training,
but wanted to focus on the specific
training needs of each individual.
“Not all our Airmen need the same
required training,” he said. “You have
your typical Airman, your expeditionary

Airman and then you have your combatexpeditionary Airman.
All three of these categories
require different training. And, we have
to be good stewards and watch to make
sure that the right Airmen are getting the
right training.”
Chief Kriete closed his section of

the panel reiterating how impressed he
is with AFSPC’s enlisted force.
“Our airmen today are smart,
savvy and exposed to a lot,” he said.
“They are bright individuals. All we
have to do today is continue to listen to
them, because they bring a lot of great
ideas to the table.”
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Medical group provides flu protection advice
Hand washing is an important
prevention step

Once again, the influenza season has begun.
One way to prevent the flu is to get a vaccination
each fall. It is best to receive vaccinations during the
months of October and November.
About two weeks after vaccination, antibodies
that provide protection against influenza virus infection develop in the body.

Another method of preventing illness is hand
washing. Whether at home, work or school, frequent
hand washing is one of the most important actions that
people can take to keep from getting sick and from
spreading germs to others.

Tw o types of v accines:

Influenza vaccination is mandatory
for all active-duty members

The flu shot – An inactivated
inactivated vaccine
vaccine
(containing killed virus) that is given
with a needle , usually
usually in the arm. The flu
shot is appro
appro ved for
for use in people older
than six months, including
including both healthy
healthy
people and people with chr
onic medical
chronic
conditions.
The nasal-spray
nasal-spray flu vaccine
vaccine , FluMist – A
v accine made with live , weakened flu
viruses that do not cause the flu. It is
appro
appro ved for
for use in healthy
healthy people 5 to
49 y ear s of a g e who are not pregnant.

Influenza vaccination is mandatory for all activeduty personnel. Currently, the FluMist is available for
all active-duty members between the ages of 18 and 49
at the 21st Medical Group. The FluMist is available at
the 21st MDG immunizations clinic Mondays through
Fridays from 7:30 to 11:30 a.m. and 1 to 3:30 p.m. The
immunizations clinic is only open from 1 to 3:30 p.m.
every fourth Thursday. For information, call the FluLine at 556-3588 (FLUU). The Flu-Line will be updated when the injectable vaccine arrives in midNovember and when nasal flu vaccine is available for
non active-duty 21st MDG enrollees. Active-duty personnel should not wait to be vaccinated in November.
High-risk patients enrolled with the 21st MDG,

Peterson A ir F orce B ase H aunted
House a nd T rick o r T reating
Hosted by Fire and Emergency Services
Friday, Oct. 28 and Saturday Oct. 29
Each Squadron is highly recommended to represent their unit at the event.
Bring candy, costumes and show your unit pride.
Tables will be provided.
For information, contact Staff Sgts. Linta or Trent at 556-7354

Who should not be v accinated
There are some people who should not be
v accinated without first
first consulting a
physician.
physician. This group
group includes:
includes:
People who have
have a severe
severe allergy
allergy to
c hicken
hicken eggs
eggs
People who had a severe
severe reaction to
an influenza vaccination
vaccination in the past
People who developed
developed Guillain-Barré
syndrome
syndrome within six weeks of g etting an
influenza vaccine
y
vaccine previousl
previously
Influenza vaccine
vaccine is not appro
approved for
for
use in children
children less than six months of ag
ag e
People who have
have a moderate or severe
severe
illness, with a fe
fe ver,
ver, should wait to g et
v accinated until their symptoms lessen
Pregnant women
women

have the option of receiving their flu vaccination off
base, at their own expense or waiting until injectable
vaccine arrives. For information, questions or concerns, call 556-CARE to leave a message with a primary care provider.
(Information courtesy of the 21st Medical
Group)

1st Team Pete Combat Dinner
Tickets Available
Hosted by the 21st Space Wing
5:30 to 9:30 p.m. Friday at Hangar 210, Peterson AFB
Cost will be $10 for E-1 to E-5; $15 for all officers, civilians and
enlisted E-6 to E-9.
For information, contact Master Sergeant Paul Grau at 556-8147.
For ticket point of contact, call 556-1625.

www.peterson.af.mil

NEWS BRIEFS

Team Pete congratulates new chiefs

4100 or e-mail curtis.clayton@peterson.af.mil.

The Team Pete Chiefs’ Promotion Party will be
from 3:30 p.m. Nov. 9 at the Enlisted Club. All Team
Pete members are invited to attend and congratulate
the newly promoted chief master sergeants.

Medical group closure

‘Make a Difference Day’ offers
volunteer opportunity
The annual Southern Colorado Make a
Difference Day will take place from 7:30 a.m. to 3
p.m. Saturday in downtown Colorado Springs at the
City Auditorium. Local military members, civilians
and families are encouraged to volunteer.
Volunteers will be planting shrubs, perennials
and small trees to give a new park a welcoming landscape and appearance. For information or to volunteer,
contact Nona Daugherty at 556-7832 or e-mail
nona.daugherty@peterson.af.mil.

Yard sale Saturdays
The next base-wide yard sale is from 8 a.m. to 3
p.m. Saturday. All housing residents are encouraged
to participate; but no commercial sales are allowed.
Yard sale Saturdays are for base residents and individuals with access to Peterson. Housing residents should
not post or display yard sale notices or place personal
ads in local newspapers.

Officers’ club seeks artists,
art galleries
The Peterson Officers’ Club is calling for artists
or art galleries in a variety of media to participate in
the club’s third annual Art in the Vineyard, Nov. 18.
Artists or galleries wanting to sell art at the event must
complete a contract with the club, however, a contract
is not required for artists or galleries only displaying
art. All work must be viewed prior to the event.
Participants will be responsible for supplying their
own displays and lighting.
For information, contact Curtis Clayton at 574-
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The 21st Medical Group here and at Schriever
Air Force Base will be closed from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. Oct. 27 due to participation in the 21st Space
Wing Warrior Day.

East Gate under construction
Construction started at the East Gate Monday.
The constuction will cause a shift in the flow of traffic.
The gate will be open for incoming and outgoing traffic, but will be confined to single lanes for both. The
project is scheduled to be complete by Oct. 31.

Storm drain testing
The 21st Civil Engineer Squadron will be conducting tests on the storm drain system here through
Friday. People should not be alarmed if they see green
dye around the storm drains or flowing down the streets.

Single parent field trip
Single parents and their children are invited to
meet at the Happy Apple Farm at 6:45 p.m. Saturday.
For information, contact Staff Sgt. Tiwanna Puryear by
e-mail at tiwanna.puryear@peterson.af.mil.

American Indian, Alaskan Native
Heritage Month luncheon
November is the official American Indian and
Alaskan Native Heritage observance month. There will
be a luncheon to celebrate the observance from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Nov. 17 at the Peterson Enlisted Club. Dress
will be uniform of the day. All of Team Pete is invited.
The guest speaker will be retired Maj. Gen.
Wilbert Pearson. The Sweetwater Plains Dancers will
provide entertainment. For information, call Capt.
Michael Anderson at 554-1762.

Civil Engineers announce road work
The 21st Civil Engineer Squadron will fill pot-
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holes base-wide through Nov. 1. Drivers on base
should expect some delays and be cautious of workers
on the roads. For information, contact 21st CES
Customer Service at 556-4030.

Peterson haunted house
The Peterson AFB Halloween haunted house will
be open from 6 to 9 p.m. Oct. 28 and 29 at the fire station. There will be a course for children and a course
for adults who are interested in a good scare.

Suicide prevention
There will be mandatory suicide prevention
briefings at 7 a.m., noon and 4 p.m. Friday at the base
auditorium.

Job fair at Fort Carson
The Fort Carson Army Career and Alumni
Program will host a job fair from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Nov. 4 at the Elkhorn Community Club. The job fair is
free to all job seekers. Transitioning military members,
family members, DOD civilians and contractors are all
encouraged to attend. Air Force and family members
are also encouraged to attend this event.

Black Heritage Committee meeting
The Black Heritage Committee will meet from
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Friday at the Peterson
Enlisted Club. For information, contact Master Sgt.
Lillian Sumpter at 556-1229 or Master Sgt. Kenneth
Sessoms at 556-0432.

Colorado Springs gears up for
Veterans Day Parade
The Colorado Springs Veterans Day parade
begins at 9:30 a.m. Nov. 5 downtown. Volunteers are
needed to march in the Team Pete formation and float.
For information, call Tech. Sgt. Marie Hinkle at 5561619 or Master Sgt. Joe Keller at 556-4576.
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Personnel
Corner
Readiness briefing mandatory for
deploying, remote tour selectees
This is a mandatory briefing for servicemembers
who are deploying or going on a remote tour. This
briefing educates members on the three phases
involved with deployment and the programs available
for deployee’s families.
Spouses are encouraged to attend. This briefing
is offered weekly and will be held from 11 a.m. to
noon Nov. 1 at the Family Support Center.

Pre-separation briefing mandatory for
retiring, separating members
This mandatory briefing is held once a week for
those who are retiring or separating from the military.
People must receive this briefing no later than 90 days
before separation or retirement.
The briefing is necessary to ensure members
have sufficient information and time to take full
advantage of benefits as veterans. It also explains the

NEWS
services of the Transition Assistance Program. This
briefing will be held from 3 to 4 p.m. Wednesday at the
Family Support Center.
The Family Support Center is located at 135
Dover Street, Building 350, Room 1016. Registration
is required for all classes. For information or to register, call the Family Support Center at 556-6141 or stop
by Room 1016.

New PT uniform not mandatory, yet
The Air Force has not established a mandatory
wear date for the new physical training uniform. Air
Force Space Command units should not mandate the
wear or purchase of this uniform by their members.
Recommended improvements and modifications to the
PT uniform may be considered and may result in modification of some aspects of the uniform. When a
mandatory wear date is established units will be notified. In the interim, members should not be forced to
purchase the existing PT uniform, even if they have
received the increased clothing allowance.

MPF offers extended hours
The 21st Military Personnel Flight Customer
Service Office has extended their hours from 7:30 a.m.
to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday.
Team Pete members will be able to get common
access cards, retiree and dependent ID cards, update
and enroll dependents in Defense Enrollment

Eligibility Reporting System, make Servicemembers
Group Life Insurance and Family Servicemembers
Group Life Insurance updates, pick up forms needed
for the Adoption Expense Reimbursement Program,
Dependency Determination and Joint Spouse
Assignment Intent.
The new hours were put into effect Oct. 1. For
information contact the NCO in charge of customer
service, Staff Sgt. Yvonne Williams, at 556-4680.

Family Support Center offers
small business seminar
This seminar is offered every three months. It
includes data on developing business, marketing and
financial plans for starting a small business. There is a
$15 fee per person for materials.
The seminar will be held from 8 a.m. to noon
Nov. 2, at the Family Support Center.

Homeschool group Mom’s Meeting
Homeschoolers are all invited to join the
Peterson Homeschool Group for the Mom’s Meeting
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m., Dec. 5 at the Base Chapel. The
discussion will include field trips, upcoming events
and home schooling in Colorado.
For information, call Amy Wells at 282-8305
or visit www.groups.yahoo.com/group/peterson
homeschool.

NEWS
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employee thought the card didn’t look authentic so she
reported it to her supervisor. The suspect stated it was
a temporary ID issued at Fort Carson, Colo.
No record of his sponsor could be found. The
suspect was released into the custody of the Colorado
Springs Police Department for further investigation.
Vigilance pays off.

Shoplifting
Alarm activation
A 21st Security Forces Squadron patrol team
responded to an alarm activation at the main entrance
to Building 1470. The person was properly authenticated and stated he had inadvertently entered the
wrong key while badging into the building. Attention
to detail can help prevent these types of responses.

Vandalism of private property
A servicemember called the 21st SFS to report
his vehicle had been vandalized. He stated that when
he arrived at work his vehicle had been in good working order; when he left work later that day, the check
engine light came on. When he looked under the hood,
the servicemember discovered that two of his sparkplugs’ wires were cut. The two spark plugs cost $48.32
to replace. There were no signs of forced entry to the
vehicle. No suspect has been identified in this case.
The incident is under investigation.

Stolen private property
Security forces members responded to the
Building 2 parking lot on a report of stolen property.
The complainant stated the two rear hub caps from her
vehicle were missing. Everything was in its place
when she arrived at work that morning. The hub caps
cost $20 to replace. No witnesses or suspects were
identified. The matter is under investigation.

Use of fake military identification card
A security forces team responded to a report of a
man using a fake military ID card while purchasing
gasoline from the Peterson Shoppette. A shoppette

A Peterson Base Exchange detective caught a
military family member shoplifting a makeup product. The detective notified security forces. A 21st SFS
team responded and took the dependent into custody.
The stolen merchandise cost $.95.
The family member was issued a summons for
shoplifting and turned over to the CSPD.

Underage drinking
A security forces team responded to a report of
underage drinking at Patriot Hall. They found two
people in a vehicle in the parking lot. Both had the
smell of alcohol on their breaths and were taken into
custody. One person taken into custody was military
and the other was an underage family member. The
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military suspect was charged with distributing alcohol to a minor and disobeying a lawful order by
drinking within eight hours of duty. The family member was released to the CSPD and issued a summons
for underage drinking.

Damage to private property
A security forces team responded to the Silver
Spruce Golf Course to investigate a report of a damaged vehicle. The complainant said he noticed some
scratches and a dent on the left rear fender and bumper
of his vehicle. No suspects have been identified. The
matter is currently under investigation.

Minor vehicle accident
A 21st SFS team responded to a report of a
vehicle hitting an outbound barrier at the West Gate.
The driver of the vehicle said she was on her way off
base and thought she was clear of the barrier when
she hit it. The vehicle sustained damage to the rear
driver’s side door. Personnel from the 21st Civil
Engineer Squadron put the barrier back in place. A
citation was not issued.

With Eagle Eyes, any
community member
can repor t suspicious
activities 24 hours a
day by calling the law
enforcement desk at
556-4000.
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Deployments, military life go hand-in-hand
By Stefan Bocchino
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

For civilians, moving to a new
location for a job is a personal choice,
but in the military, deployment is a part
of their job.
Even though members of the military should be ready to deploy at a
moment’s notice, most receive three-to
four-month’s notice, said Maj. Isaac
Davidson, 21st Mission Support
Squadron commander. Sometimes,
such as during the disaster relief for
Hurricane Katrina, the notice for
deployment can be only 24 hours.
“Currently we have about 250
Team Pete members deployed,” said 1st
Lt. Jace Anders, chief of combat readiness for the 21st MSS. “Most of the
people deployed are in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom and
Operation Iraqi Freedom.”
Many thoughts go through a servicemember’s head during the time
after they receive notice of a deployment, said Kathy Latzke, 21st MSS
Family Support Center director. “They
want to make sure everything is taken

“

Many thoughts go
through a servicemember’s head during the
time after they receive
notice of a deployment.
They want to make sure
everything is taken care of
before they leave.

”

– Kathy Latzke, 21st MSS
Family Support Center director.

care of before they leave. They may
worry about the family they will leave
behind and what is available for their
family while they are gone.”
“There are three phases to deployment,” Ms. Latzke said. “They are predeployment, deployment and postdeployment. We are involved in all
three of these phases.”
Prior to deploying, the military
member will get briefings from the
FSC on the resources available to their
families both on and off base, said
Master Sgt. Phillip Wickham, 21st
MSS family readiness program man-

ager. During these briefings, the military member will get a packet for the
spouse letting them know what services are available to them.
A military member’s mind is
more at ease when they are deployed
if they know their families are being
taken care of, Ms. Latzke said. The
FSC’s mission is to help families and
make sure the military member is mission ready.
“We also coordinate with off-base
groups to help deployee’s families. The
National Homeland Defense Foundation
is an organization specific to Colorado,” Ms. Latzke said. “The foundation received a grant from local homebuilders to help deploying military
members. They recently bought deployment kits that include a tape recorder
and player, audio tapes, a camera and a
writing kit to better enable contact with
families.”
The local YMCA provides the
FSC the use of their facilities to hold
seminars for military members and
their families prior to deployment,
Sergeant Wickham said. The participants receive a continental breakfast,

a catered lunch and, after the seminar,
they can use any of the YMCA’s
facilities.
Some units also have programs
where the spouse of a deployed person
can call and receive help with things
such as cutting the grass, changing the
oil in their vehicle or with other things
around the house, said Master Sgt.
Charles Meyer, 21st Maintenance
Group first sergeant and president of
the Peterson Diamond Council.
Military members who are deployed
said they are very appreciative for the
contact with their family members.
“Once the deployed person
returns, there is a short briefing called
Welcome Home Peterson, letting them
know what resources are available,”
Sergeant Wickham said. “This program
is coordinated with base agencies such
as life skills, the chapel, wing leadership, finance and the child development center.”
In all, the FSC has over 60 different services available to servicemembers and their families, Ms.
Latzke said.

Visit t he S pace O bserver o nline a t
www.csmng.com
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“He’s worked 13 different
deployment missions,” Sergeant
Dedrick said. “That’s not counting his countless hours of keeping Peterson safe.”
Senior Airman Leo Peters,
21st SFS MWD handler, has a
special connection with Mowgli.
“He was my first dog out
of dog-handling school,” Airman
Peters said. “He taught me much
more than I taught him. I could
come to work in a bad mood and
he’d put me in a good mood.
After he received the pacemaker, he has been playful and
responsive.”
The handlers here agree he
is responsive, has high drive and
is ranked among the highest military working dogs the 21st SFS
has, despite his pacemaker.
“It’s hard to place a price
on a life,” Airman Peters said.
“He’s part of our pack.”

change in reporting due to weather, that
weather is accompanied by diminished
road conditions,” said Lt. Col. Daniel
Dant, 21st Space Wing Safety Office
chief. “Situations like these tend to
force an overload of vehicles at the
gates. That’s one reason why it’s important everyone understands what to do
when the base has delayed reporting,
early release or a base closure.”
People who work here fall into two
categories during inclement weather.
They are either essential personnel or
non-essential personnel. Essential personnel are the minimum number of people required to keep critical activities
functioning until additional people can
arrive safely. Non-essential personnel
are people whose presence can be
delayed for short periods of time without impacting the mission.
“During delays and closures, it’s
critical people do not come on base any
earlier than indicated in the delay or closure, said Brig. Gen. Richard Webber,
21st Space Wing commander. “This

Photo by 2nd Lt. Ben Meier

Staff Sgt. Dennis Browning, 21st Security
Forces Squadron military working dog
handler, and Mowgli search for explosives.

means that even if people don’t have to
go to work, they don’t use the time to go
to the gym, commissary or other such
activities. The reason for the delay or
closure is to give the road crews time to
clean up the roads, not for personnel to
complete errands or work out.”
In addition to the Snow Call Line,
delays and closures are advertised on
local television and radio stations. The
use of a recall roster is also a way of informing people. Even if there is no delay,
personnel should use common sense
before reporting in.
“If the roads turn icy or bad
weather suddenly hits without warning,
remember, safety always comes first,”
General Webber said.
Early release is another procedure
used in poor weather conditions. This
procedure allows people to depart from
work earlier than normal. This is unually
done in conjunction with zip codes to
reduce traffic during bad weather.
The Snow Call Line recordings
are updated during inclement weather
no later than 5:30 a.m. The Snow call
Line number is 556-SNOW (7669).
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Hispanics in Uniform
Answers on Page 14

23. Map maker ____-McNally
25. More parched
27. Prehistoric stone or metal tool;
chisel, ax head
28. Burned
30. Cheerfully
32. Large tub
33. USAF restricted area badge
grade category
34. Undercoat, in painting
37. Economize
40. Dry
41. Cowboy competition
43. BG ___ R. Esteves; first Puerto
Rican West Point graduate
45. Gun the engine
46. Prohibit
47. Sen. counterpart
48. Civil War icon John Lincoln ___;
Drummer Boy of Chickamauga
50. USA Capt. Euripides ___; Vietnamera MoH recipient
52. Printing measurement
53. Eye parts
55. Passport
57. Hammer
58. Bar seats
59. Popeye’s girl Olive
60. Approves, in short

DOWN

ACROSS
1. Southern state, in short
4. Mandible
7. Briefcase
10. Chests
13. Bickered

14. Cloister
15. Killer whale
16. Cognizant
18. Leg joint
20. Tiger Woods’ org.
21. Model Carol
22. German city

1. Aquatic, eukaryotic, photosynthetic
organism
2. Charlie’s Angels actress Lucy
3. On a ship
4. Pvt. ___ P. Martinez; first WWII
Hispanic MoH recipient
5. Burn residue
6. Grind
7. USMC Maj. Jay R. ___, Jr.; Vietnamera MoH recipient
8. Ancient

9. ____Hidalgo; first Hispanic SECNAV
(1979)
10. Trade
11. Capt. ____ J. Fernandez; USAF
aerial ace (14.5 kills-Korea)
12. Odorous
15. USAF officer eval
17. Boxing legend
19. Medic, in short
24. Hispanic __ G. Farragut; first
Admiral of the U.S. Navy
25. Dissuade
26. USA Warrant Officer Louis R.
____; Vietnam-era MoH recipient
27. Courteous
29. Sign of Aries
31. Title for male officer
34. Early round, as in a tournament
35. Adm. Horacio ____; first Hispanic
four-star USN admiral
36. Fit
37. Sequence
38. American writer Rukeyser; The
Gates (1944)
39. Slices
40. Circle part
42. Clump
44. Health resort
49. Venus de ____
50. Fishing gear need
51. Atop
52. Experts
54. Cunning
56. Alaska town
(Courtesy of Alaskan
Command Public Affairs)

www.peterson.af.mil
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Athletes reap benefits, pay price
By Tech. Sgt. Matt Gilreath

been able to play sports on traveling base
and Air Force teams. Most of the people had been overseas in places
such as Germany or Italy.
As an Airman and amateur
They talked about softathlete, I have noticed the impact
ball, basketball, footof physical fitness in the Air
ball, soccer (the sport I
Force over the past few years. It
seems Airmen have not only
played) or other sports.
improved their physical fitness,
In 1994, I was
but also their performance on the
stationed at
playing field.
Ellsworth Air
Both the All-Air Force men’s
Force Base,
and women’s softball teams won the
S.D. There, I
interservice championships this year.
met an
And although the softball season has ended,
Airman who
more sports have yet to be played.
played softball on the
Air Force finished second in
These events give Airmen an opportunity to a week-long, tri-service soc- All-Air Force women’s
build camaraderie with their fellow Airmen, gain cer tournament at McChord softball team.
positive news coverage for the Air Force and may Air Force Base, Wash.
Then – Senior
inspire young children.
Airman Sue Saulnier,
What some people don’t know about are the
28th Civil Engineer Squadron utilities journeyman,
personal sacrifices these Airmen make to play at a
was a five-time All-American and had played on the
higher level.
team since she arrived at her first base.
During my first few years in the Air Force I
Although she was a great worker and player, her
had only heard stories from people who had
co-workers didn’t always look favorably on permissive duties to sporting events.
Some people would say, “I can’t believe they’re
paying you to play softball, you’re supposed to be
working.” Other people would comment, “We can’t
plan any work for her for two months because she’s
out playing games.”
Airman Saulnier didn’t give up her sports or her
dreams; instead, she won the starting job as first
Lieutenant Col. John Linn, baseman on the 28th CES men’s team and inspired
21st Mission Support Group
me to seek competition at a higher level, as well.
deputy commander, competIn 1995, I moved to Kadena Air Base,
ed in the U.S. National
Okinawa,
Japan. I was selected to play for the
Shotgun Championships

21st Space Wing Public Affairs

base’s soccer team in 1996.
I had no idea what I was in for after I made the
team, but I will say it was all worth it.
We would practice three days a week after
work. The first 20 minutes of practice was nothing
but running laps; we didn’t take too many breaks
after that either.
Guillermo
Espinosa,
Kadena base
team coach, said
he would not let
a lack of conditioning cause
us to lose a
game.
“Come
on you guys,
you’ve got to
run hard,”
Coach Espinosa
would say in
his thick
Colombian
accent.
“There’s one
minute left
in the game –
you’re going
The week-long Armed Forces
to get beat if
Women’s Softball Championship
you can’t run.”
was held here.
His strategy worked. The team boasted its best record, 30 – 0,
including three tournament wins across the island.
It was great to come back with a trophy, but the
victory was bittersweet at times.

See Athletes, Page 14
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Flag Football Standings
Games Played Through Oct.13

American Conference
Teams
1. TEAM COLORADO
1. 721 SFS
3. SMDC
3. 21 SW-OPS
5. U.S. NORTHCOM
6. 21 MDG
7. 311 AIRLIFT
8. 21 SCS- TEAM B
9. 721 MSG

W
3
3
3
3
2
2
1
0
0

L
0
0
1
1
1
2
3
4
5

National Conference
Teams
1. 21 SFS
2. 21 CONS
2. 21 SCS- TEAM A
4. 21 CES
5. 76th SPCS
6. 21 LRS
7. 302nd MXG
8. 21 MSS
9. DET 4 AFOTEC

W
3
3
3
2
3
1
2
0
0

L
0
1
1
1
2
2
3
3
4

There were always people who didn’t like the
fact I would leave early on a Friday to head to a tournament, regardless of my duty performance. I took
their comments with a grain of salt, continued to
work hard and played in more tournaments.
During 1998, my last year on the island, I had
the privilege of having the All-Air Force and AllArmed Forces goal keeper on my team.
Then – Senior Airman Royal Jones, 18th
Services Squadron recreation journeyman, was
selected as the Pacific Air Force’s Athlete-of-theYear and was spotlighted on the Armed Forces
Television Network.
Airman Jones and I both had similar experiences with people in our work centers; when he was
interviewed on camera, however, Airman Jones sang
nothing but praise.
“I’d like to thank my supervisors and commander,” Airman Jones said. “Without their support, I
wouldn’t be the All-Armed Forces keeper and
PACAF athlete-of-the-year.”
With those words he spoke directly to all supervisors and commanders, letting them know what their
support means to people who choose to compete at a
higher level. I also felt he was speaking to me. There
are always two sides to every story, but Airman Jones
taught me to remain focused on the positive side.
There are many areas where a person can shine
other than on the job. They can play sports, coach,
sing or act. The comedian, Sinbad, got his start with
“Tops in Blue.”
Whatever a person may choose to do, they will
need support from various levels.
The only price they pay should be their personal
sacrifice to be the best.

Hispanic
Hispanic Heritage
H eritage Luncheon
L uncheon celebrates
c elebrates rich
r ich Hispanic
H ispanic culture
c ulture
By 2nd Lt. Benjamin Meier
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

The Hispanic Heritage Committee, comprised
of members from the 21st Space Wing, hosted the
annual Hispanic Heritage Luncheon Oct. 12 at the
Peterson Enlisted Club.
The luncheon was the keystone event for the
Hispanic Heritage Month, culminating the celebration of contributions from Hispanic Americans to
the armed forces.
Captain Steve Loertscher, 21st SW chief military justice, was the chairperson for the luncheon
and helped host the event.
“We had great food and great fun,” Captain
Loertscher said. “We have been working on this
since April. The hard work really paid off.”
Robert Armendáriz, editor and CEO of

Hispania News, was the key speaker for the event.
“Hispanics have more Medal of Honor winners than any other ethnic group,” Mr.
Armendáriz said. “Hispanics have been very
involved with every aspect of the military
since World War II.”
Mister Armendáriz also spoke of
the importance of education.
“It is important to
know that help is out
there,” Mr.
Armendáriz said.
“Not many people
know that Chief
Luis Velez, of the
Colorado Springs
Police Department,
was a high school

dropout. Now he has a PhD.”
The luncheon had more than 90 attendees,
well above last year’s attendance, Captain
Loertscher said.
“We’ve maximized participation,”
Captain Loertscher said. “We had both
wing staff and Airmen show up to
the event.”
Chief Master Sgt.
Donald Gerrish, 21st
Mission Support
Squadron first sergeant, attended the
event and was
very pleased with
its message.
“Mister
Armendáriz was an

incredible speaker. I think he did a great job showing people can make it from the grass roots, up,”
Chief Gerrish said.
Brigadier General Richard Webber, 21st SW
commander, hosted the luncheon.
“I would like to thank the entire Hispanic
Heritage Committee for a first-class event,” General
Webber said. “As the grandson of an immigrant to
the United States, I would like to compliment Mr.
Armendáriz on his focus on high school and college
education for our Hispanic youth.”
The event also featured Mexican regional
dancers, organized by Connie Benavidez, called
Ballet Folklorico de la Raza.
The luncheon was the final event of the Sept.
15 to Oct. 15 Hispanic Heritage Month.
For information on national observances, call
Capt. Natalie Jackson at 556-7657.

Photos by 2nd Lt. Ben Meier

Brittany Valdez, 15, and Julie Ramirez, 14, dance the Aguas Calientes during the Hispanic Heritage
Luncheon Oct. 12 at the Peterson Enlisted Club. The luncheon was Peterson's final celebration of National
Hispanic Heritage Month, which is from Sept. 15 to Oct. 15.
Elijah Montoya, 15, holds Michelle
Marquez's hand during the Jarabe
Tapatio dance. Elijah is wearing a
Charro de Jalisco and Michelle is
wearing a Jalisco Dress. The
group, called Ballet Folklorico de
La Raza, danced for the Hispanic
Heritage Luncheon attendees.

The Ballet Folklorico de La Raza dancers do the Jarabe Nayarite. "The machetes are tools used by the Mexican people made into a dance," Ms. Benavidez said.
Guests talk and eat
during the Hispanic
Heritage Luncheon
held Oct. 12 at the
Enlisted Club here.
More than 90 people attended the
luncheon.

Ladies from Ballet Folklorico de La Raza dance La Negra. The colorful dresses were designed
and made by Connie Benavidez, the group's coordinator.

Guest speaker Robert Armendáriz (left), serves himself lunch while chatting with Brig.
Gen. Richard Webber (center), 21st Space Wing commander. Mr. Armendáriz spoke on
the importance of earning an education. The Peterson Enlisted Club staff cooked the
Mexican food that was served for the luncheon.

Air Force Academy
Service
academy
open to
visitors

By Nel Lampe
Mountaineer staff

Photo by Nel Lampe

Visitors at the Cadet Chapel overlook the cadet wing lunch formation.

The Air Force Academy is celebrating its 50th anniversary. President
Dwight D. Eisenhower established the
Academy in 1954 and named a commission to select a site. After a commission considered 600 site possibilities, it narrowed the list to three and
finally chose Colorado.

Photo by Nel Lampe

General of the Army “Hap” Arnold was
selected to run the Air Force when it
was created as a separate service in
1947. Arnold Hall is named after him.

While the academy was under construction, the first Air Force Academy
cadets arrived at the temporary academy at Lowry Air Force Base, located
in the Denver area.
After three years of construction,
the cadet wing moved into its new
facilities north of Colorado Springs.
Since then, the Air Force Academy has
become one of the most popular tourist
attractions in Colorado.
The 18,000-acre campus was finished in time for the final year of the
first senior class. More than Two hundred cadets graduated in June 1959.
From the start, the service academy
has been prominent in college football.
The football team went to its first bowl
game after only three seasons of play,
tying Texas Christian University 0-0 in
the Cotton Bowl.
Academy football still makes headlines, making the top 20 list or winning
games by deafeating favorites. Air
Force defeated the University of
Washington in their season opener.
Members of the Colorado Springs
community have the opportunity to see
Division I football games only 5 miles
north of the city. Home games remaining on the acedemy’s schedule include
a game Saturday against Texas

Christian University as well as the
final home game of the season Nov. 5,
against rival, Army.
The ticket office can be reached at
472-1895. End-zone tickets, if available, sell for $10 to military members.
The Air Force Academy games
include a lot of pageantry: Air Force
jets fly over the stadium, the Wings of
Blue parachute team jumps into the stadium and the cadet wing marches.
Parking at the stadium is free.
Parking lots open four hours before
gametime for tailgate parties. Tailgaters
can not impede other parking spaces.
The Falcon FunFest also starts
three hours before the game in Lot 2,
and includes inflatable games, a giant
slide, music, food, beverages and an
appearance by the mascot, The Bird.
New entry procedures are in place,
in hopes of alleviating delays for security checks of fans entering Falcon
Stadium. There is a Department of
Defense express line for people who
have tickets, DOD identification cards
See Academy, Page 20
New rules for football fans
at Falcon Stadium:
No alcoholic beverages
No artificial noisemakers
No backpacks
No bags larger than 8 by 11 inches
No banners or signs
No coolers
No food or drink cans
No laser pointers
No seatbacks larger than 18 inches
No umbrellas
No cameras, video cameras or
camera bags
No large purses
No diaper bags unless infant
is present

The Air Force
Academy Cadet
Wing watches a
game from the
stands at Falcon
Stadium. Cadets
also serve as
cheerleaders.

Photo by Army Sgt. Zach Mott

Places to see in the
Pikes Peak area.
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HAPPENINGS
tors’ list should be the Cadet
Chapel, Arnold Hall and the
Field House.
People can walk to the
chapel area from the visitor
center along a nature trail.
Returning to Academy
Drive, take a right and go a
short distance to Cadet
Drive. There is no public
parking in the immediate
Photo by Nel Lampe
vicinity of the unique, spired
A B-52 bomber is mounted near North Gate Road on academy grounds.
Cadet Chapel, but visitors
can park along the road and walk the rest of
the way.
The Cadet Chapel is usually open from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Saturday, but is
occasionally closed for private services. Ask at
the visitor center about whether or not the
chapel is open to visitors.
The Cadet Chapel includes a Protestant
Chapel, a Catholic Chapel and a Jewish Chapel.
During the school year, on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays, visitors can usually
watch the lunch formation at 11:35 a.m.
The cadet wing gathers in formation to
march to lunch. The best place to watch the
formation is at the chapel overlook, next to the
chapel. To find out if a lunch formation is
scheduled, call 333-2910.
Also in the cadet area is Arnold Hall, named
for General “Hap” Arnold, the former general of
the Army who was the first general of the Air
Photo by Nel Lampe
Visitors
walk
to
the
Cadet
Chapel
on the nature
Force when it was created in 1947.
path near the Visitor Center.
Arnold Hall serves as the cadet social center
tickets, call 333-4497.
and houses a ballroom and theater. The buildThe Air Force Academy is an Air Force base
ing’s lobby contains several historic displays.
Arnold Hall Theater is home to the Academy with a gas station, commissary, a community
Concert Season. Upcoming shows in the theater center chapel, hospital, base exchange, housing
areas, an elementary school and a high school.
include “Mame,” Oct. 28; “Babes in Toyland,”
The Air Force Academy South Gate is
Dec. 10; “Broadway’s Spirit of Christmas,” Dec.
accessed from Exit 150B off I-25 north, about 5
18; “Star Spangled Celebration,” March 5;
miles from Colorado Springs. The North Gate is
and “Mannheim Steamroller,” April 27. The
box office is in Arnold Hall. For information or at Exit 156B, six miles north of the city.

and have nothing that needs to be searched. A
long list of items are prohibited this season,
such as food, drinks, cameras, banners, laser
pointers and other items.
For the complete list of prohibited items,
visit www.airforcesports.com.
There are more sports at the Academy than
football. A list of team schedules is available at
www.airforcesports.com. Many of those games
have no admission charges.
Most of the more than 1 million people who
visit the academy every year don’t go for the
sports. They are touring the facilities.
Entry procedures for the Air Force Academy
have become more stringent since Sept. 11,
2001. Non-DOD visitors may enter the Academy
only at the North Gate, Exit 156B off Interstate
25. Facilities open to visitors include the Visitor
Center, Cadet Chapel, the Field House, Arnold
Hall and the Honor Court behind Harmon Hall.
The Academy grounds are open to the public
daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
However, visitors with valid DOD decals and
military identification cards can enter the
Academy at the South Gate, off I-25.
Along this route is the Thunderbird
Airmanship Overlook, where visitors can see a
mounted Thunderbird aircraft, an A-10A and
observe activities at the flying field, such as
parachuters or gliders.
Visitors will also pass by Falcon Stadium
and the B-52 static display. Take a left just
beyond the B-52 on North Gate Drive and it
becomes Academy Drive, which leads to an
overlook, or past the athletic fields and the
Cadet Area. Continuing to the Visitor Center,
tourists can pick up a map of the grounds and
watch a 12- minute film about the Academy.
Then, it is off to see a number of displays,
which include a glider used by cadets, information about cadet qualifications, the skill of falconry and a cadet’s room.
The gift shop has a
huge selection of Air
Just the Facts
• Travel time: about half an hour
Force Academy memora• For ages: all
bilia, such as shirts, caps,
• Type: service academy
books, games, aircraft
• Fun factor: +++++
models, flags, stadium
(Out of 5 stars)
throws and souvenirs.
• Wallet damage: free
People with military iden$ = Less than $20
tification receive a 10 per$$ = $21 to $40
cent discount on purchas$$$ = $41 to $60
es made in the gift shop.
$$$$ = $61 to $80
There’s also a snack bar.
(Based on a family of four)
Other places on a visi-

Photo by Nel Lampe

Photo by Nel Lampe

The Academy Visitor Center has a large collection of Air Force and Air
Force Academy mementos, sports items, souvenirs and gifts.

The Cadet Chapel is one of the most visited sites at the Air Force Academy.
Inset: The interior of the chapel emphasizes its’ shape.

www.peterson.af.mil

HAPPENINGS

The Fine Arts Center Repertory Theater performs “Anything Goes” 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday,
and 2 p.m. Sunday. “She Loves Me” is set for Nov. 18
to Dec. 11; “La Cage Aux Folles” is scheduled for
Feb. 10 to March 5; and “The Pirates of Penzance” is
May 12 to June 4. Call 634-5583 for tickets.

parking lot at Broadmoor Towne Center to ride
the free shuttle.
The Town of Terror is today through Saturday
and Wednesday to Oct. 31. Entrance is $13. The
haunting begins at dusk. The Town of Terror is located
at Buckskin Joe’s, west of Canon City, Colo., off
Highway 50 West, turn on County Road 3-A.

Hay-wagon rides

Ski passes for military

Turkey Creek Ranch has hay-wagon rides to the
pumpkin patch Saturday and Oct. 29. Cost is $8 per
rider or $25 for a family of four. The trip to the pumpkin patch includes a free pumpkin. Call 526-3905 for
information or reservations.

Keystone Resort is offering a discounted season
pass for servicemembers. The Liberty Pass costs $129
and is good throughout the 2005 to 2006 season.
Active-duty and reserve military personnel
should present military identification cards at the
Keystone Resort season pass office for their discount.
Immediate family members are also eligible. Children
12 years and under are eligible for a $79 Liberty Pass.
For information, call (800)322-9498.

Fine Arts Center theater

A haunted Halloween
“Boo at the Zoo” is set from 5:30 to 8 p.m.
Friday to Oct. 30, at the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo,
located at 4250 Cheyenne Mountain Zoo Road.
Children can go in costume and receive candy, walk
the lighted pumpkin path and visit some of the animals. Entry is $10 for ages three and up. Children
two years and under are free. Park in the Sears

Arnold Hall Theater
The Air Force Academy Concert series includes
the musical, “Mame” Oct. 28 in Arnold Hall Theater;
“Babes in Toyland” Dec. 10; Broadway’s Spirit of
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Christmas” Dec. 18; “Star Spangled Celebration”
March 5; and “Mannheim Steamroller” April 27. For
information, call 333-4497.

Answers from Page 12
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AROUND PETE
Friday, October 21

tno eworthy
To submit information
for the base calendar, e-mail

space.observer@peterson.af.mil

October is National
Breast Cancer
Awareness month

Saturday, October 22

Thursday, October 27

Combat Dinner

Air Force Academy versus
Texas Christian University

21st Space Wing
Warfit

5:30 p.m. Hangar 210
For tickets, call 556-1625

1 p.m.
at Falcon Stadium

7:30 a.m. at the
fitness center

Team Pete

Free tailgate party outside the stadium

Friday and Saturday,
October 28-29

Saturday, November 5

Friday, November 11

Halloween Haunted House
and Peterson Halloween
events.

Veterans Day
Parade

Veterans
Day

See page 4 for details

9:30 a.m. Downtown Colorado
Springs

The 21st Space Wing Services Web site: www.21svs.com
The gateway to fun, excitement and an incredible array of quality services

