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NCO uses training to take charge, save life
By Airman 1st Class
Mandy Weightman
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

A 21st Medical Group NCO took charge of
a dire situation and saved a man’s life while on
a Colorado camping trip Sept. 24.
Staff Sgt. Shelley Murray, 21st MDG Area
Dental Laboratory craftsman, and her husband,
Shawn, were on a camping trip at Eleven Mile
Canyon near Lake George, Colo., with a group of
friends when the life-or-death situation occurred.
Sergeant Murray said she and her husband

just arrived back at their campsite from a day of
hiking and fishing when two men got out of a
truck and ran to an empty campsite next to
theirs. One of the men yelled for help.
“The man explained that his brother had
taken some drugs and was unconscious,” Sergeant
Murray said. “My immediate thought was, ‘he’s
dead’ – his eyes were rolled into the back of his
head and his limbs were completely blue.”
The man who originally asked for help
explained that his brother ingested one of his
medicated pain patches. He said that after a few

Staff Sgt. Shelley
Murray, 21st Medical
Group Area Dental
Laboratory craftsman, works on a set
of veneer teeth Oct.
24 at the Area Dental
Laboratory here.
S e rg e a n t M u r r ay
took charge of a situation and saved a
man’s life during a
camping trip Sept.
24.

See Life, Page 10

Team 21 fosters camaraderie at annual Wingman Day event
By Stefan Bocchino
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

The 21st Space Wing kicked off its annual
Wingman Day Oct. 17 with some physical training
and unit-decided group activities.
The day began with a workout at the fitness center, followed by an address by Brig. Gen. Richard
Webber, 21st SW commander.
“Today is an opportunity for us as a wing, to
stand down from the everyday stresses we all experience and focus on taking care of each other,” General
Webber said. “Our wingman culture is all about
Airmen taking care of Airmen. Taking care of each
other during difficult times helps the Air Force succeed in its missions.”
Wingman Day was started in October 2004 at
the direction of General John Jumper, former Air
Force chief of staff, said Col. Liz Anderson,
Individual Mobilization Augmentee to the 21st SW
commander. He wanted to build a wingman culture
in the Air Force of Airmen taking care of Airmen.
She said the wingman concept is based on the wingman flying formation, where a team is more effective
in combat than an individual.
“The official Wingman Day will be an annual
occurrence,” Colonel Anderson said. “We encourage
units and shops to think about what they are doing to

“

In the Air Force today we
can’t do our mission without all
of its components. We need the
active-duty component, the Reserve
and Guard, and the government
civilians and contractors. The wingman concept is across the board for
the Air Force.

”

– Col. Liz Anderson, Individual Mobilization
Augmentee to the 21st Space Wing commander
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Brigadier Gen. Richard Webber, 21st Space Wing commander, Chief Master Sgt. James Moody, 21st
SW command chief and Col. Liz Anderson, Individual Mobilization Augmentee to the 21st Space Wing
commander, help lead the 21st Space Wing in the training portion of Wingman Day Oct. 17 at the
Sports and Fitness Center here.

foster a culture of the wingman in their work environment. It should be a day-to-day culture.”
Master Sgt. Kurt Stoefen, 21st Operations
Support Squadron first sergeant, said his unit had a
cookout after the wing physical training and General
Webber’s address to the troops. After lunch, he said the
squadron broke into groups to participate in teambuilding activities.
The 21st SW Director of Staff and its agencies
conducted wingman activities starting with a group
barbeque at the Air and Space Museum here, said
Nancy Bishop, chief of wing plans and programs.
After a visit by the wing commander and a scavenger
hunt, she said the agencies were released to their individual spaces to conduct additional discussions and
activities relevant to the wingman concept.
“In the Air Force today we can’t do our mission
without all of its components,” Colonel Anderson
said. “We need the active-duty component, the
Reserve and Guard, the government civilians and contractors. The wingman concept is across the board for
the Air Force.”

Photo by Airman 1st Class Mandy Weightman

Senior Master Sgt. Edward Forgette, 21st Space
Wing Command Post superintendent, (right) serves
a hot dog off the grill to Al Strait, 21st SW Director
of Staff, at the DS Wingman Day picnic Oct. 17.

Combat Dinner

Peterson’s Phantasmal Halloween

21st Space Wing hosts first-ever
Team Pete Combat Dinner.

Halloween events, tidbits and
safety tips.
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Don’t forget!
Daylight Saving Time
Fall back one hour
Sunday at 2 a.m.
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Force-shaping board
schedules meeting

New vice arrives at AFSPC
Air Force Space Command has a new vice commander, Lt.
Gen. Frank Klotz, former commander of 20th Air Force.
General Klotz arrived at AFSPC Oct. 17. He assists General
Lance Lord, AFSPC commander, in the development,
acquisition and operation of the Air Force’s space and missile systems. The command oversees a global network of
satellite command and control, communications, missile
warning and launch facilities. The command also ensures
the combat readiness of America’s intercontinental ballistic
missile force. Air Force Space Command is comprised of
more than 39,700 space professionals who provide combat
forces and capabilities to North American Aerospace
Defense Command and U.S. Strategic Command. General
Klotz also directs and coordinates the activities of the
headquarters staff.

By Master Sgt. Mitch Gettle
Air Force Print News

Lieutenant General
Frank Klotz

Peak Performer
Name: Lonnie Gann
Rank: Master sergeant
Organization: 21st Maintenance
Operations Flight
Off-duty interests and hobbies: Soccer,
ATV riding, camping, fishing, and coaching youth sports.
Why did you join the Air Force? To
travel and see the world. My father was
in the Army and my grandfather was in
the Navy. So I thought, “Why not join
the Air Force?” I love fixing things and
the Air Force afforded me an opportunity to become an aerospace ground
equipment specialist.
What inspires you to do what you do?
The Air Force is like one big family and I
enjoy being part of it. When I entered
the service, our country was involved in a
Cold War with the Soviet Union; it was
inspirational knowing I was going to be a
part of that. Finally, the United States
armed forces, in general, help out many
countries, worldwide, with humanitarian
aid and I wanted to help.
What is your favorite part of your
job? I enjoy the satisfaction I get from
helping people out and repairing
equipment to further the mission.
Many servicemembers never see the
fruits of their labor, but I do, and for

Duty Title: Aerospace ground
equipment specialist
Time in Service: 20 Years
Home Town: Kent, Washington

M a s t e r S e rg e a n t L o n n i e G a n n , 2 1 s t
Maintenance Operations Flight aerospace ground equipment specialist performs routine maintenance.

that I’m fortunate.
What goals have you set? My latest
goal has been realized with my promotion to master sergeant. Next, completing Professional Military Education
Course 12 and getting as much off-duty
education as possible. I hope to one day
go back to Alaska and open up a fishing
guide service.

WASHINGTON – A force-shaping board will convene in 2006
and continue to meet annually to properly shape the officer corps to
meet emerging Air Force needs.
The board, instituted by the Air Force, will be a regular aspect of
force management and development in the future.
The board was authorized by the Secretary of the Air Force. It
convenes at the Air Force Personnel Center at Randolph Air Force
Base, Texas, in April.
Force shaping efforts started in 2004 and evolved in an effort to
meet congressionally mandated fiscal year end-strength requirements
and maintain a balanced force.
“The force shaping board is another aspect of our force management and development,” said Brig. Gen. Glenn Spears, Air
Force director of force management policy. “We must have a balanced force of officers and enlisted Airmen to meet the missions of
today and tomorrow.”
The Air Force began Fiscal Year 2006 with a force imbalance. It
was under strength by approximately 6,000 enlisted troops and over
strength by approximately 3,000 officers.
A current excess of nearly 4,000 officers – primarily from the
2000 to 2004 commissioning years – make the imbalance worse.
Also, it has a long-range impact on the effective development of the
officer corps and the ability to access sustainable numbers of enlisted
Airmen. Despite an aggressive, voluntary force-shaping campaign,
the Air Force has not achieved the balance of officer-to-enlisted
Airmen through existing voluntary means.
Congress recently gave each service secretary increased authority to proactively manage their junior officer corps through force
shaping efforts.
“The Air Force values the service and sacrifice of all Airmen
who volunteer to serve, and separating officers is a difficult decision that we do not take lightly,” General Spears said. “This first
force-shaping process will ‘select-in’ approximately 7,800 line
officers commissioned in 2002 and 2003 to continue to serve in our
active Air Force.”
Eligible officers may continue to apply for voluntary separation until March 1, 2006 using the force-shaping initiatives already
approved. Subsequent boards will consider officers commissioned
three years earlier. For example, the 2007 board will evaluate officers commissioned in 2004.
“Voluntary force shaping initiatives and the force shaping
board are key aspects of our force management and development,”
General Spears said.
“Our Airmen have many opportunities to serve – in the Air Force
Reserve or Air National Guard, as Air Force civilians or in the Army,”
the general said. “We encourage Airmen in the affected year groups
to pursue those opportunities to continue service to our great nation.”

A Moment in Time

Oct. 14, 1947
Captain Charles E. Yeager at
Muroc Air Base, Calif. makes
the first faster-than-sound flight
in a rocket-powered research
plane, Bell XS-1 rocket ship.
Captain Yeager wins the
Mackay Trophy for the most
meritorious flight of the year.
Oct. 27, 1970
Doctors at Wilford Hall U.S. Air
Force Medical Center, Lackland
AFB, Texas, develop a new
device to save infants who are
suffocating. Costing only about
$1,000 and built from various
standard hospital components,
the device helps newborn
babies breathe.
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Civilians join wing in first joint combat dinner
By Stefan Bocchino
21 Space Wing Public Affairs

Civilians joined Team Pete’s military members
for the first time at a combat dining-in here Friday.
More than 300 people attended the event held in
Hangar 210.
Master Sgt. Paul Grau, Peterson NCO Academy
director of resources, said they received the go-ahead
for the combat dinner in June. He also said that a lot
of hard work went into planning and setting up the
dinner in such a short time.
“We haven’t had a combat dining-in here in
seven years,” said Chief Master Sgt. James Moody,
21st Space Wing command chief. “We took it to the
next level. Instead of having a combat dining-in
which would be military only, we expanded it to a
combat dinner. We have so many DOD civilians here
that we wanted to include them.”
Chief Moody said Air Force dining-ins have a
history dating back to General Henry “Hap” Arnold.
“Hap”, the only person ever to be named General of
the Air Force, hosted many gatherings in the ‘30s
dubbed “Wing Dings.”
Traditions are a part of living the military life.
The dining-in custom is even older than General
Arnold’s “Wing Dings”, according to the book,
“Service Etiquette” Fourth Edition. The dining-in
comes from the Viking tradition of celebrating great
battles and feats of bravery.
As for Team Pete’s celebration, people showed
up at the hangar ready for combat – with faces painted and war masks on. The attendees carried large
weapons loaded with water instead of bullets. The
smell of meat on the grill permeated the air as people
prepared for dinner and battle.
Warriors gathered at the hanger and assembled
into respective groups during social hour. Some people were soaked early-on as occasional water balloons

Photo by Stefan Bocchino

Warriors make their way through the check-in line in Hanger 210 Friday. More than 300 Team Pete
members participated in the first-ever combat dinner here.

were thrown and water pistols were fired.
Tradition kicked in as social hour came to a
close.
The Mess convened, the head table entered and
madam and mister Vice made introductions. The
Front Range Honor Guard posted the colors. The official party made their formal toasts, including one to
the POW/MIA table. Then it was time for dinner.
Dinner provided a short respite before hostilities
began. Weapons were fired unceasingly at anyone trying to get through the obstacle course or anyone who
looked like a good target. As the battle came to a close
everyone was drenched and dirty.
“This was outstanding,” said Senior Master Sgt.
Phil Robinson, 21st Mission Support Squadron,
Family Support Center superintendent. “It was a good

way to unwind and nobody got hurt.”
As the battle-weary combatants left the hangar,
Staff Sgt. Mark Rodriguez, 21st Aeromedical Dental
Squadron Bio Environmental engineer, summed up
his team’s feelings, “It was great. Everybody had a lot
of fun.”
Sergeant Grau said the combat dinner organizers
are responsible for the success.
“We had a fantastic group of people that made
this happen,” Sergeant Grau said. “We couldn’t have
done this without the 21st Services Squadron or the
commissary folks who donated a ton of food. The
base, as well as many off-base organizations, really
came together with time and a lot of donations to
make this such a success.”

Coffee, songs flow at Eclipse Cafe
Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs

The first sign that the Eclipse Cyber Café is
open for business is the sound of music. Singers belt
out tunes with the help of a karaoke machine while
their sound drifts into the chilly autumn air surrounding the Discovery Hall Dormitory here.
The second indication is the blue and red fluorescent sign casting a glow from the café’s windows.
Inside the café, the aroma of espresso mixes
with subdued lighting to create an ambient, 1960scoffee-shop atmosphere. Volunteers serve java and
keep the music going, occasionally adding their own
vocals on the karaoke machine. Six months after its
grand opening, volunteer Airmen at the Eclipse Café
said they are still serving some of the best free coffee
and atmosphere in Colorado Springs.
As Airman Kathryn LaMountain, 21st Civil
Engineer Squadron, prepares a mocha latte, she
explains the process of turning beans into java.
The espresso beans are ground down at the
café earlier in the day. Airman LaMountain fills a
scoop with grounds, levels it off and affixes it to the
espresso machine.
“I put two metal cups underneath and let it go,”
she says as hot water drips through the grounds to
create refined espresso. “I get the steam warmed up
and steam the milk at about 150 degrees.”
As the milk heats and begins to froth, Airman
LaMountain steps to the front of the bar and dispenses flavoring into a 16-ounce mug. She then pours in
the espresso, adds the hot milk and a bit of sugar to
sweeten the coffee. She adds whipped cream along

with a bit more flavoring on top for guests who ask
for it. Finally, she adds a mixing stick to the coffee
and hands it to her customer.
The total cost for guests is zero. The coffee is
free, the computer games are free and the karaoke is
free for those brave enough to stand in front of an
audience and sing. The 21st and 50th Space Wings
contributed $175,000 to kickstart the café in fiscal
year 2005.
Airmen are not the only people welcome at
the café. People of all ranks from Peterson and
Schriever Air Force Bases are welcome, said Master
Sgt. Chester Spires, 50th Mission Support Squadron
first sergeant.
“I wish they had this when I lived in the
dorms – I might have stayed out of trouble,” said
a Peterson NCO Academy student who was hanging out with other students on a patio not far
from the Eclipse.
“My favorite part is knowing I’m making a difference,” said Airman Tavia Mikesell, a member of
the 21st Services Squadron who works at the Aragon
Dining Facility across the street from the Eclipse.
Airman Mikesell volunteers Friday evenings behind
the café’s coffee bar. “This gives people an alternative
to going out and (drinking); it gives them a place to
come and socialize.”
In the café’s computer room, the socializing takes
the form of sharing tactical information as Airmen
play first-person shooters. In the main part of the café,
it takes place when customers heckle the karaoke
singers or drink lattes over a game of checkers.
Airman Mikesell found out about the Eclipse
through Peterson’s First Term Airmen Center. She

Eclipse Cafe - Discovery Hall Dormitory
Hours of Operation
Wednesday 5 - 9 p.m.
Friday 5 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Saturday 5 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Sunday 12 - 9 p.m.

got more information from friends and from her
church minister.
“I’d like to open (the café) some additional
days and times we’re not open already,” Airman
LaMountain said.
More hours, however, would require more volunteers. Anyone interested in volunteering can fill
out a volunteer application at the Eclipse or contact
Airman 1st Class Daniel Bava, Schriever Airmen’s
Council president, at daniel.bava@schriever.af.mil.
In the meantime, the doors to the Eclipse will
stay open and the sounds and scents of the cyber café
will continue to entice customers.
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C-21A’s get you there – anytime, anyplace
By Capt. Paradon “Sil”
Silpasornprasit
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Ten C-21A passenger carriers
provide airlift to and from a base dominated by space operations.
The 311th Airlift Squadron is a
tenant unit here and is a geographically-separated unit of the 375th Airlift
Wing at Scott Air Force Base, Ill.
Fifty-two of the squadron’s 66 activeduty members are pilots. Members of
the squadron meet the daily challenges
of transporting high-level leaders.
“These young aviators are given a
high degree of responsibility,” said Lt.

Col. Michael Stewart, 311th AS commander.
The 311th’s C-21A’s have been
performing missions here since 1993.
Formerly designated as the 84th Airlift
Flight, the unit became a squadron in
June. Their mission is to provide transportation to distinguished visitors and
season junior pilots who need to gain
flying experience. Most pilots who fly
the C-21A are assigned to a three-year
tour, accumulating more than 1,000
flying hours before moving on to
cargo-type aircraft.
“They are a highly-talented group
of pilots and support staff providing
first-class airlift support to not only the

Photos by Capt. Paradon “Sil” Silpasornprasit

Captain Keith Jasmin, 311th Airlift Squadron aircraft commander, checks
the instrument panel in a C-21A. Captain Jasmin has logged more than 400
hours in the C-21A passenger aircraft.

First Lieutenant Eric Faulk, 311th
Airlift Squadron pilot performs
preflight inspections of his C-21A
before each mission.

21st Space Wing but throughout DOD,”
Colonel Stewart said.
Several members of the 311th AS
are currently deployed in support of
operations Enduring and Iraqi
Freedom, where they often log combat
time. Some of their recent missions
include transporting medical equipment and senior leaders to affected
areas in support of hurricanes Katrina
and Rita relief efforts.
One pilot said he has a personal tie
to this latest mission. Although he did
not fly support missions to the South,
1st Lt. Eric Faulk, 311th C-21A pilot,

said his family was relocated from
Louisiana due to Hurricane Katrina.
Lieutenant Faulk said his family played
a key role in his decision to make a
career of flying. “Flying is exhilarating.
My dad was a navigator on a KC-135,”
he said. “Being a pilot enables me to
live out a life-long dream.”
In addition to operational support, the 311th AS provides Space-A
flights for DOD card holders and
their families. If there’s a seat available, the men and women of the 311th
will take passengers.

See C-21A, Page 10
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Team Pete congratulates new chiefs

Civil Engineers announce roadwork

The Team Pete Chiefs’ Promotion Party will start
at 3:30 p.m. Nov. 9 at the Enlisted Club. All Team Pete
members are invited to attend and congratulate the
newly promoted chief master sergeants.

Members of the 21st Civil Engineer Squadron
will fill potholes base-wide through Tuesday. Drivers
on base should expect some delays and be cautious of
workers on the roads. For information, call 21st CES
Customer Service at 556-4030.

Officers’ club seeks artists, galleries
The Peterson Officers’ Club is calling for artists
or art galleries in a variety of media to participate in the
club’s third annual Art in the Vineyard, Nov. 18. Artists
or galleries wanting to sell art at the event must complete a contract with the club, however, a contract is not
required for artists or galleries only displaying art. All
work must be viewed before the event. Participants will
be responsible for supplying their own displays and
lighting. For information, call Curtis Clayton at 5744100 or e-mail curtis.clayton@peterson.af.mil.

Medical group closes for Warrior Day
The 21st Medical Group here and at Schriever
Air Force Base will be closed from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. today due to participation in the 21st Space
Wing Warrior Day.

East Gate undergoes construction
Construction started at the East Gate Oct. 17. The
construction will cause a shift in the flow of traffic.
The gate will be open for incoming and outgoing traffic, but will be confined to single lanes for both. The
project is scheduled to be complete by Monday.

American Indian, Alaskan Native
Heritage Month luncheon
November is the official American Indian and
Alaskan Native Heritage observance month. There
will be a luncheon to celebrate the observance from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Nov. 17 at the Peterson Enlisted
Club. Dress will be uniform of the day. All members
of Team Pete are invited. The guest speaker will be
retired Maj. Gen. Wilbert Pearson. The Sweetwater
Plains Dancers will provide entertainment. For information, call Capt. Michael Anderson at 554-1762.

Job fair available at Fort Carson
The Fort Carson Army Career and Alumni
Program will host a job fair from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Nov. 4 at the Elkhorn Community Club. The job fair is
free to all job seekers. Transitioning military members,
family members, DOD civilians and contractors are all
encouraged to attend. Air Force and family members
are also encouraged to attend this event.

Team Pete, Colorado Springs gears up
for Veterans Day Parade
The Colorado Springs Veterans Day Parade
begins 9:30 a.m. Nov. 5 downtown. Volunteers are
needed to build the Peterson float and march in the
Team Pete formation. For information, call Tech. Sgt.
Marie Hinkle at 556-1619 or Master Sgt. Joe Keller
at 556-4576.

Fort Carson hosts Volksmarch
The Fort Carson Morale Welfare and Recreation
staff will be hosting their second annual Veterans Day
Volksmarch 8 a.m. Nov. 12. The march will start at the
Fort Carson Special Events Center. Families, children
and pets are all welcome. The Special Events Center
will be decorated as a European-style “Festhalle,”
including authentic German Volksmarching food and
entertainment. All trail distances are noncompetitive.
Participants may complete in the events at their own
pace, but the event will end at 3 p.m. Anyone interested
can register at the Fort Carson Special Events Center the
morning of the event. For information, call Lt. Col. John
McClellan at 559-7953 or Russ Bechtold at 667-5662.

Top Three Council holds meeting
The Pikes Peak Top Three will meet at 3 p.m.
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Nov. 3 at the Peterson Enlisted Club. Membership is
open to master sergeant selects through chief master
sergeants assigned here. Retirees sponsored by an
active-duty top-three member are welcome to join as
associate members. Pikes Peak Top Three actively supports enlisted causes and professional development
through a variety of activities. For information, call
Senior Master Sgt. Leyda Pendergrass at 556-9022.

Peterson invites deployed members’
families to dinner
Peterson is hosing a Deployed Families Dinner
at 6 p.m. Nov. 4 at the Base Chapel. All family members of deployed Team Pete members are welcome.
For information, call Senior Master Sgt. Bryan
Rainey at 556-7065.

Team Pete recognizes NCO inductees
The monthly Team Pete NCO Induction and
Recognition Ceremony is scheduled for 3 p.m.
Monday at the Peterson Enlisted Club. For information, call Tech. Sgt. Tina Ebersole at 556-1995.

Peterson NCOs graduate
The commandant, staff and Class 05-7 of the
Peterson NCO Academy invite Team Pete members to
attend the diploma and awards ceremony from 10:30
to 11:45 a.m. today in the base auditorium. The dress
is uniform of the day. For information, call Staff Sgt.
Lynette Faulk at 556-8148.

Medical service delays
The 21st Medical Group added a new suite of
computer information systems to the medical treatment
facilities’ existing technologies Oct. 17. The system will
eventually replace current paper-based records with a
permanent, computer-based patient record, which will
be accessible by authorized providers and staff throughout the Department of Defense’s Military Health
System. For information, call Capt. Don Brown at 5563870 or Master Sgt. Craig Dickey at 556-1020.
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Fatal motor vehicle accident
A 21st SFS patrol responded to an accident
adjacent to the East Gate. The patrol team found
the vehicle inside the fence and a body just outside
the fence. The individual was unresponsive, had no
pulse and was not breathing. A security forces team
conducted a sweep of the area but did not find any
additional victims. The CSPD was notified and
responded to the scene. An American Medical
Response team transported the individual to
Memorial Hospital were he was pronounced dead.
The accident is under investigation.

Minor vehicle accident
A servicemember called the 21st Security Forces
Squadron Control Center to report a minor vehicle
accident. A patrol was dispatched and found that a
driver backed his vehicle into another vehicle at the
Shoppette. The vehicles had minor damage. No one
was issued a citation.

Alarm activation
A 21st SFS patrol responded to an alarm activation in Building 1, headquarters Air Force Space
Command. The custodian unlocked the door and another person using her badge had entered the room. The
alarm was activated because the room was unlocked. A
security forces team authenticated the person and
inspected the room. All was found to be in order.

Members from the 21st SFS detained a civilian
for running the North Gate. The person was instructed
to turn around when he did not have the proper identification to enter. Instead of turning around, the person
drove onto the installation.
The driver did not have proof of registration and
his driver’s license and insurance were expired. The
Colorado Springs Police Department was notified
and sent a patrol. The CSPD officer issued the driver
two citations. The driver was released into the custody of the CSPD officer.

Larceny
A Peterson Base Exchange detective caught an
employee stealing $600 from her workplace. A 21st
SFS team responded and took custody of the suspect.

The CSPD was notified and dispatched an officer. The
suspect was released to the CSPD officer on a charge
of felony shoplifting and was then transported to the El
Paso County jail.

Larceny, government property
unsecure
A 21st SFS patrol team responded to a report of
a stolen government laptop computer. The servicemember reported he left the laptop in his vehicle that
morning. He drove to various places on and off base,
but was not sure when the laptop disappeared. The
servicemember did not remember whether the vehicle was locked. The incident is under investigation.
There are no witnesses at this time. Secure government property, the person it’s signed out to is responsible for it.

With Eagle Eyes, any
community member
can report suspicious activities 24
hours a day by calling
the law enforcement
desk at 556-4000.
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Deployment expands parental role for father
By Stefan Bocchino
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

A 3rd Iraqi Army Division team
leader and Base Defense Battalion advisor and trainer deployed in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom. She could be
there for up to one year while her husband is here caring for their daughter.
Captain LeeAnn Roberts graduated from the FBI Academy June 13 at
the Marine Corps Base in Quantico,
Va. She deployed in July. Her husband,
Warren Roberts, a heavy equipment
operator civilian with the 21st Civil
Engineer Squadron here, is a reservist
with the 460th CES at Buckley AFB,
Colo. They have a four-year-old
daughter, Aleeyah.
“Warren works a full time job,
pulls his reserve duty and is a single
parent while I am gone,” Captain
Roberts said. “He is truly an amazing
person. My husband is the ‘wind
beneath my wings.’”
Mister Roberts said the biggest
challenges are the everyday activities,
like making sure the bills are paid and
getting his daughter to daycare.
“Both my wife’s commander and
her first sergeant have been in contact
with me to see if I need anything,” Mr.
Roberts said. “They’ve been very supportive.”
With the winter months starting,

Courtesy photo

Captain LeeAnn Roberts, 3rd Iraqi Army Division team leader, is working as
an adviser and trainer for the Base Defense Battalion, located in Al Kasik,
Iraq. Lieutenant Col. Hasan, 3rd Iraqi Division commander for the Base
Defense Battalion, proudly displays the ink on his finger, indicating he
voted in the referendum elections.

Mr. Roberts’s job in snow removal
will become busy. He said he has an
excellent childcare provider on base
who understands his position as a
temporarily single parent. Mister
Robert’s provider told him that if he

needs to work overtime, the childcare
will not be a problem.
Captain Roberts was assigned to
the 10th Security Forces Squadron at the
U.S. Air Force Academy as the deputy
commander prior to her deployment.

Kathy Latzke, 21st Mission
Support Squadron Family Support
Center director, said the FSC’s focus
is taking care of the families left
behind. This helps deployed people
focus on the mission.
In all, the center has more than 60
different services available to servicemembers and their families.
Mister Roberts said the FSC team
has offered him the use of their facilities to make morale calls to his wife.
He said his unit has also been supportive of his needs. If he needs time off to
take his daughter to an appointment, he
said they’ve been very helpful.
“With the war and everything, a
lot of spouses have had to deal with
deployments,” Mr. Roberts said. “I just
try to support my wife as best I can. Of
course it’s rough on her there, but she’s
doing well.”
Captain Roberts said she could
never be deployed and concentrate on
her mission if it was not for her husband and his support.
“It is spouses like Warren who
allow the mission to continue and the
troops to focus on the mission,”
Captain Roberts said. “I know there
are a lot of spouses in his situation and
I hope they are appreciated as well. I
just want to tell my husband that I
love him and thank him for his incredible support.”
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Life, from Page 1

C-21A, from Page 4

moments, the man went wild, ran across the river and collapsed at the
site where he lay.
“She immediately ran toward the fallen brother,” said Joe
Humphries, a friend camping with Sergeant Murray. “I know when she
first saw the man, she thought he was dead. She started working to
save his life anyway.”
Sergeant Murray and her husband immediately took charge of
the situation – they took off the man’s wet clothes and wrapped him in
dry blankets. They couldn’t find a pulse so they started CPR.
“I performed chest compressions while Shawn performed rescue
breaths,” Sergeant Murray said. “I gave him guidance to ensure he was
doing the breathing right and monitored the effectiveness to give him
the proper count between breaths.”
Sergeant Murray received her CPR instructor certification in
April, she said that’s what enabled her to take charge and provide the
much-needed guidance to her husband. She said they continued the
rescue breaths to aid the man’s oxygen intake for an hour before rescue workers arrived at the scene.
“Just before the rescue workers arrived on scene, the man seemed
to be slipping away as his pulse seemed to be getting weaker,” Sergeant
Murray said. “Then, to our surprise he awoke and tried to sit up.”
The couple helped calm their “patient” down and talked to him
until the rescue squad took over. The paramedics arrived shortly after,
stabilized the man and medivaced him to a hospital in Colorado
Springs. Sergeant Murray said she hasn’t heard how he is to date.
“She never stopped. She maintained a calm and professional
manner,” Mr. Humphries said. “She took charge and made sure everyone was doing their part to save this guy’s life.”
Sergeant Murray attributes her decision to take charge of the situation to being an NCO in her Air Force career. She said she learned
a lot about herself that day.
“As military members, we are taught to do our job to the best of
our ability and to help others,” she said. “I truly believe had we not
been there that day and did what we did, this man would not have survived. That feeling is like nothing I have ever experienced before.”

“Flying is different every time you do
it. To know you’re helping people get to
where they need to go is very
rewarding,” said Capt. Keith
Jasmin, a C-21A aircraft commander.
There are four C-21A
units in the continental United
States. They can be found at
Wright Patterson AFB, Ohio;
Andrews AFB, Md.; Scott
AFB, Ill.; and here There are
two overseas locations; one at
Ramstein Air Base, Germany and
the other at Yokota AB, Japan.
The C-21A entered service in 1984 and
should continue its distinguished visitors role
well into the future, Colonel Stewart said.
Members of the 311th AS uphold a his-

Pheasant Hunt
The 21st Services Squadron is sponsoring a Pheasant Hunting in
Colorado trip Nov. 6. The cost is
$125 per person. The trip lasts from
7 a.m. to noon and the location is
near Peterson. No hunting permits
are required; however, some participants are required to have hunter
education cards based on age. The
fee for the trip includes transportation, a five-bird limit, care of game,
guides and dogs. For information,
call Outdoor Recreation at 556-4867.

tory as one of the “most professional flying
units in the Air Force,” according to 375th
Airlift Wing officials.
The 311th AS is one of the busiest C21A units in the Air Force. They
average five to six missions per
day, providing support to passengers along the Front Range
and around the world. The unit
logged more than 7,200 hours
of flight time in fiscal year
2005. They stay ready to support any mission 24 hours a
day. The squadron lives up to
their motto, Pride of the Rockies,
with its 98-percent mission-reliability rate and more than 130,000 hours of
mishap-free operations.
“The fact that I work with motivated
crews makes it the best job in the Air Force,”
said Colonel Stewart.

Air Force Space Command
2006 Family Days
Jan. 27
May 26
July 3
Sept. 1
Nov. 24
Dec. 22
Dec. 29
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SnoFest

SnoFest is a military appreciation ski and snowboard event for
Front Range servicemembers, retirees, DOD civilians, NAF employees, contractors and family members. SnoFest 2006 is Jan. 27
through 29 at Keystone Resort, Colo. January 27 will feature NASTAR racing with awards going to fastest individuals, squadron
teams and installations. Teams need to register with the Peterson
Outdoor Recreation office at 556-7753 or 556-4867. There will also
be NASTAR racing on Jan. 28 with the emphasis on family and
youth. January 27 and 28 there will be parties at the Keystone
Conference Center. The parties will feature live music, food, cash
bar, drawings, prizes and awards. Party tickets are $13. Lift tickets
are $34 and are available Tuesday at the Peterson Leisure Travel
Office. For information, call 556-1760 or 556-1733. Keystone
Lodging is priced below wholesale and is available now. Cheaper
lodging may be available outside Keystone Village.

Adult 1-day, Keystone only SnoFest lift ticket – $34
Child (5-12 yrs) 1-day, Keystone only SnoFest lift ticket – $22
(4 & under free)
Party Tickets – $13 (Children occupying a seat need to purchase a ticket),
available Nov. 1 at the Leisure Travel Office
Jan 27: “Fabulous 50s” party from 6 to 8 p.m., food buffet from 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 28: “Western Roundup” party 6 to 8 p.m., food buffet from 6 to 7:30 p.m.

SNOFEST 2006 Tickets and Lodging
Keystone Lodging reservation instructions
 Participant Lodging Group Code “GV7FEST,” call toll free (800) 2580437, provide group code and base affiliation (Peterson AFB) when booking
a reservation
 Workers Group Code “GV7SFWB”
 For workers – government travel card needs to be provided at the time of
booking but will not be charged until 21 days prior to arrival

Flag Football Standings
Games played through Oct. 20

American Conference
Teams

W

L

1.
2.
2.
4.
4.
6.
7.
8.
9.

5
3
3
3
3
2
2
1
0

0
1
1
2
2
2
3
5
6

721 SFS
TEAM COLORADO
SMDC
21 SW-OPS
21 MDG
U.S. NORTHCOM
311th AIRLIFT
721 MSG
21 SCS- TEAM B

National Conference
Teams

W

L

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
7.
9.

5
4
3
4
3
2
1
1
0

0
1
1
2
2
4
4
4
5

21 SFS
21 SCS-TEAM A
21 CES
76th SPCS
21 CONS
302nd MXG
21 MSS
21 LRS
DET 4 AFOTEC

www.peterson.af.mil
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Historical wings merge, create present-day 21st Space Wing
By Dr. David Bullock
21st Space Wing History Office

The Air Force activated the 21st Space Wing
here thirteen years ago on May 15, 1992. Since activation, the 21st SW has become the largest military
space wing in the world.
Three Air Force units contributed to the
activation of the 21st Space Wing: the 1st SW, the
3rd Space Support Wing and the 21st Tactical
Fighter Wing.
The 1st SW, which operated and managed
ground and space-based sensors, was activated Jan.
1, 1983. The 3rd SSW, which acted as the host for
Peterson and Cheyenne Mountain Air Force Bases,
was activated Oct. 15, 1986.
The 21st TFW, from which the 21st SW derived
its actual heritage, was inactivated on Dec. 19, 1991,
at Elmendorf AFB, Alaska.
The 21st SW absorbed the personnel and equipment of the inactivated 1st SW and 3rd SSW upon
activation. The 21st SW received the lineage and
honors of the 21st TFW, the 21st Composite Wing
and the 21st Fighter Bomber Wing in accordance
with Air Force policy.
In addition, Air Staff permitted the 21st SW to
display honors bestowed on the 21st Fighter Group
and the 21st Bombardment Group. Air Force
Headquarters granted the new space wing the lineage
and honors of these distinguished flying units in
order to preserve essential Air Force heritage.
For example, during a four-month period in
Japan in 1945, the 21st Fighter Group scored more
than 60 confirmed aerial victories and had two aces,
Maj. Harry Crimm and Capt. Willis Matthews.
Air Staff merged the operational units of the 1st
SW and the support components of the 3rd SSW to
create the 21st SW in accordance with the “objective

Photo courtesy of the 21st Space Wing History Office

General Donald Kutyna (left), former Air Force Space Command commander, inactivated the 1st
Space Wing and 3rd Space Support Wing May 15, 1992. Colonel Thomas Scanlan, Jr., 1st SW commander (right foreground), and Col. Gerald Bergeman, 3rd SSW commander (right background)
were in attendance. General Kutyna presented both wings with Air Force Outstanding Unit Awards.
Brigadier General Ronald Gray (center background) prepared to take command of the 21st Space
Wing during the subsequent activation ceremony.

wing” concept established in the Department of the
Air Force “White Paper” of September 1991. Stated
simply, Air Staff directed the merger of wings at
selected multi-wing bases in order to streamline and
create one wing whose commander had control of
both operational and support functions; in other
words, “one base, one boss.”
At the 21st SW activation ceremony, May 15,
1992, General Donald Kutyna, presiding official and
Air Force Space Command commander, commented

on the immediate results of the restructuring.
“Our new organization reflects the way the Air
Force will look in the ‘90s: self-contained wings
which include their own organic support groups; and
focus on the operational employment of air and space
power,” General Kutyna said.
He further commented that “a larger wing and a
larger history” was achieved with the merger and,
“The 21st will carry that heritage forward into, very
appropriately, the 21st Century.”
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Aquatics center gets more water these days
Center’s hours affected by weather, leaks in roof
By Margie Arnold
21st Services Squadron

There is an aqua-aerobics class
at the Aquatics Center here full of
class members who wear hats in the
pool on Fridays.
The class said they started wearing hats as a kick – a kind of fun, wild
and crazy thing to do. These days,
those hats could come in handy, serving as protective headwear from the
center’s leaky roof.
The roof has a long history of
leaking. However, the once small
problems have worsened, expanding
into a headache for the staff at the
Aquatics Center.
“The roof leaks when it rains
or when frost or snow on the roof
melts,” said Laura Runyon, Aquatics
Center director. “When moisture
seeps through the roof, it becomes
a hazard because of the electric
lights. When we have no lights, lifeguards cannot see the pool and

2005
Harvest
of Love

that’s a safety hazard for anyone in
the water. It also means our telephones are out.”
Plans have been made to repair
the leaky roof.
“The 21st Civil Engineer
Squadron has a plan to replace the
roof,” said Dan Schofield, 21st
Services Squadron deputy director.
“All we are waiting for is fiscal year
2006 funding to hit the base. If all
goes as planned, the project will
begin in the spring.”
The problems caused by the
roof ’s condition are affecting services
offered by the Aquatics Center.
“Until we get a new roof, we are
not scheduling nighttime parties or
evening classes,” Ms. Runyon said. “I
know it’s a disappointment to our customers who enjoy the facility so much
but right now for safety reasons, we
are planning on being open only during daylight hours.”
The call-before-you-go rule
remains in effect until the building

gets a new roof. For information, call
the Aquatics Center at 556-4608 or
the Community Support flight chief at
556-8969.
To schedule a private party or

birthday party, for day or night, prior
to the replacement of the roof, call the
Bowling Center at 556-4607 or the
R.P. Lee Youth Center at 556-7220 or
visit www.21svs.com.

Aquatics Center hours of operation
Lap Swimming (Adults)
Mondays through Fridays
5:30 - 9 a.m.
11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
5 - 6 p.m.
Saturdays
10:30 a.m. - noon
Open Swimming
Mondays through Fridays
1 - 5 p.m.
Saturdays
Noon - 6 p.m.
Sundays
Noon - 6 p.m.
*Closed on all federal holidays

Family Swim Night
(weather pending)
Tuesdays and Thursdays
6 - 8 p.m.
6 years and up $1
5 years and under free
(with a paying adult)

Daily Fees
Adult (16 and up) $2.50
Child (6-15) $1.50
5 and under free
(with paying adult)
Phone: 556-4608

Volunteers needed for annual Peterson-community food drive
Nov. 14 through 18
Two shifts available for warehouse workers
8:30 a.m. to noon and noon to 3:30 p.m.
Drivers with a Peterson AFB government driver’s license
7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
For information, call Tech. Sgt. Casey McDade at 556-8357,
Master Sgt. Duaine Lingafelter at 556-8294
or Master Sgt. Trina Davis at 556-7263

CFC – a little help makes a big difference
Support c omes f ull c ircle a t P eterson
By 2nd Lt. Benjamin Meier
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Photo by Jeff Adcox

Tech. Sgt. Jason Adams, 21st Security
Forces Squadron assistant flight chief, flips
through a photo album of his son Joshua.

Photo by 2nd Lt. Benjamin Meier

Hillery Beach, volunteer for the American Cancer Society, fits Nancy
Sylvester for a wig Oct. 13. Nancy is a non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma
patient who has endured long-term hair loss who benefits from the
“Look Good … Feel Better” program. This program is one of many
offered by the American Cancer Society designed to improve the
quality of life for cancer patients.

“

The staff at the Ronald
McDonald house in Chapel Hill,
N.C., let us stay at their center
which is only about four miles
away from the Duke Medical
Center. They really went out of
their way to take care of us.

”

Tech. Sgt. Jason Adams, 21st Security
Forces Squadron assistant flight chief

CFC unit contacts

Photo by 2nd Lt. Benjamin Meier

Army Specialist Tim Masshardt, 3rd Squadron 3rd Armored Cavalry
Regiment Russian linguist at Ft. Carson, his wife Melissa and their
daughters Kylie, 4, and TaeLynne, 3, are united with Maddy, the dog they
are adopting from the Humane Society. “The Combined Federal
Campaign makes a huge difference in our abilities to save animals’ lives
and find the right home for the right pet,” said Ann Hagarty, Colorado
Springs Humane Society director of community resource.

21st CES
Master Sgt. Thomas O'Neill 556-1409
21st CONS
2nd Lt. Shamika Bailey 556-8525
21st CPTS
Tech. Sgt. Gil Rucinski 556-5269, Staff
Sgt. Lynette Cockrell 556-7907
21st LRS
Master Sgt. Rosalind Davis 556-6402
21st MDG/Command
Captain Wanda Edwards 556-1222
21st MSG / MSS
Master Sgt. Edward Jordan 556-7401
21st MXG
Senior Master Sgt. Kent Campbell 5567147, Staff Sgt. Greg Gouty 556-8237
21st OG / OSS
Tech. Sgt. Patrick Kincaid 556-1815
21st SFS
Master Sgt. Todd L. Lokey 556-3484,
Senior Airman Kirsten Villalobos 556-8491
21 SVS
Senior Airman Melissa Hopkins 556-4180
21 SW/DS
Staff Sgt. Travis Yewell 556-4148
721st CS
2nd Lt. Kelly Dean Wohlman 268-3927
721st MSG/CE
Captain James D Hallagin 554-3587
721st SFS
1st Lt. Matt Nix 268-2197
76th SPCS
Tech. Sgt. Sandra Mitchell 554-1750

The Combined Federal
Campaign, which runs through Nov.
8, has made a difference in countless
people’s lives.
For Tech. Sgt. Jason Adams,
21st Security Forces Squadron assistant flight chief, the CFC earned a
close place in his heart.
Sergeant Adams and his wife,
Jennifer, were expecting their first
son in 1997. The unborn Joshua
Adams, however, had different plans.
He surprised his parents when he
arrived 12 weeks ahead of schedule.
Newly born Joshua began a
fight for his life at Cape Fear Valley
Medical Center in Fayetteville, N.C.
The center couldn’t provide the necessary equipment Joshua needed, so
he was transported to the neonatal
intensive care unit at Duke University
Medical Center in Durham, N.C.
“The three-hour drive from
Cape Fear to Duke University
Medical Center was getting very
expensive for us, especially since I
was a brand new E-4,” Sergeant
Adams said. “Just when we thought
we couldn’t afford the trip anymore, a
chaplain told us about the Ronald
McDonald House Charities. The
Ronald McDonald House Charities
are designed for families and children
who have long hospital stays away
from their home towns.”
According to the Ronald
McDonald House Charities Web site,
the charity is focused on helping families in need. Their goal is to give
families a home away from home.
“The staff at the Ronald
McDonald house in Chapel Hill, N.C.
let us stay at their center which is
only about four miles away from the
Duke Medical Center,” Sergeant
Adams said. “They really went out of
their way to take care of us.”
Joshua’s struggle was shortlived, however. Tragically, the Adams’
lost their son 13 days later.
“It was hard,” Sergeant Adams
said. “It was something you never
think you would have to go through.
The only way I was able to get
through it was because of the tremendous support from those around me.”
Since Sergeant Adams and his
wife’s painful experience, they give to
Ronald McDonald House Charities
through the CFC every year.
“Ever since then, we’ve donated
to Ronald McDonald Charities,”
Sergeant Adams said. “It’s my way of

giving back for everything they did
for me.”
Support for the CFC from Team
Pete members – such as Sergeant
Adams – has helped many others
through tough times. Staff Sgt. Eric
Richter, 21st Civil Engineer Squadron
pavement and construction equipment
operator, and his family can also
attest to the CFC’s results.
Sergeant Richter’s daughter,
Hannah, 4, was diagnosed with acute
lymphocytic leukemia in 2003.
“Hannah was bruising very easily and she was sleeping more than 20
hours a day,” Sergeant Richter said.
“It’s devastating to hear the doctor tell
you your child has cancer.”
Hannah has undergone extensive
chemotherapy in addition to multiple
tests. She has had many other infections as a result of her treatment and
illness.
“One of the most difficult battles we faced was when she had
spinal meningitis,” Sergeant Richter
said. “She is so tough, though. She’s
my hero.”
The Air Force Aid Society, the
First Sergeant’s Association,
Compassion for Kids, the Air Force
Academy Wing Open and the MakeA-Wish Foundation have all gone to
tremendous lengths to help his family,
the equipment operator said.
“Every one of these charities
made a huge difference in our lives,”
Sergeant Richter said. “It would be
financially impossible to take care of
Hannah without them.”
Finance is not the only stressor
families like the Richters must
handle.
“Hannah’s illness is stressful on
the family,” Sergeant Richter said.
“Fortunately, these charities help take
away some of the burden and the
stress on our family. They’ve also
helped make a little girl very happy.”
The Make-A-Wish Foundation
gave the Richters an all-expense paid
trip to Disney World in Orlando, Fla.,
because Hannah said she wanted to
see the princesses.
“For five days Hannah and our
family got to forget the illness,”
Sergeant Richter said with a smile. “It
was an experience we will never forget. Hannah’s face lit up like a
Christmas tree when all the cast
members lined up to meet her.”
The Richters and the Adams are
just two of the many families whose
needs are met by CFC contributions.
For information, contact a unit
CFC project officer or call 2nd Lt.
Gary McFarland at 554-1720.

Hannah laughs as she swings on a swing set
in a park near her house. “Compassion for
Kids provided us with a professional photographer,” Sergeant Richter said. “She has
helped record Hannah’s illness from the
beginning.” Compassion for Kids is one of
multiple charities supported by the CFC that
contributes to families in need.

Photo by 2nd Lt. Benjamin Meier

Hannah, 4, looks at her unwrapped present
on her third birthday. “Hannah is very
mature for her age,” said Sergeant Richter,
21 Civil Engineer Squadron heavy equipment operator and Hannah’s father. “With all
she’s gone through, Hannah has grown up
very quickly.” Hannah was diagnosed with
leukemia in Sept. 2003.

Michelle Trant, driver for Amblicad, drops off Mike Lachat at his home.
Amblicad drivers take Mike to Penrose St. Francis Hospital to visit his
mother every Thursday. Amblicad is a personal “door through door” service with drivers who assist their clients as much as needed. It is one of
three organizations Pikes Peak Partnership offers through the Mental
Health Association. For more information on services provided by the
Mental Health Association visit www.mentalhealthanswers.org.

Photos by Tamera Goldsmith

Hannah hugs Cinderella during her trip to
Disney World, which was sponsored by MakeA-Wish-Foundation. Hannah is scheduled to
be completed chemotherapy Dec. 23. “That’s
the best Christmas present she could ask for,”
Sergeant Richter said.

Photo by 2nd Lt. Benjamin Meier

Displaced persons from Matarine, La. receive assistance from the Red
Cross. “We provide financial assistance so they can have food, clothing and
shelter,” said Paul Koch, director of financial development at the American
Red Cross Pikes Peak Chapter. “Without donations from the organizations
such as the CFC, we cannot give these people their three basic needs.”
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Safety reveals secrets to safe trick-oor-ttreating
By 2nd Lt. Mark Jansen
21st Space Wing Safety Office

It’s that time of year again – the time
for good-natured scaring, dressing up and
trick-or-treating. Halloween is here and
with that comes a responsibility to make
sure children are as safe as possible. This
takes mishap prevention – the key to
which is operational risk management.
Parents should make sure children
are properly clothed and visible when they
send them out trick-or-treating. Here are
some helpful hints:
 Choose light-colored fabrics for greater
visibility. If costumes include a black cape
or something dark colored, use reflective
tape or wear a reflective belt.
 Walk, don’t run
 Stay in well-lit areas and in familiar
neighborhoods
 Costumes that impede vision or the ability to walk
can be dangerous – use well-fitting costumes with no
mask. If children are wearing a mask, be sure it fits
well and has large eye holes.
 Be on the lookout for unsafe behavior – excitement sometimes prevents children from exercising
good judgment

their homes are free of clutter so people
don’t trip or get seriously injured when
they are trick-or-treating.
A child’s safety is paramount; however, adults should also think ahead and have
a plan before they go out for their
Halloween festivities.
 Choose costumes that allow ample flexibility and movement.
 If driving to and from the party, don’t
wear a mask or other face coverings while
driving
 Ensure props such as knives, swords
and guns are not real
 If alcohol is going to be consumed, plan
ahead; drink responsibly; use the buddy
system.
 Don’t leave animals in the yard, with
trick-or-treaters coming and going
Courtesy photo throughout the neighborhoods, someone
 Provide children with flashlights or glow sticks.
could get hurt.
Remind them to stay away from candles or other
Using these safety precautions can maximize
open flames. Real jack o’ lanterns with candles are
participants’ Halloween enjoyment. The 21st Space
appropriately spooky, but are also major hazards.
Wing safety team recommends good ORM to safely
 Ensure props such as knives, swords and axes are
guide families in their Halloween celebrations.
made of flexible plastic or rubber
For further information on Halloween safety,
call the 21st SW Safety Office at 556-4392.
 Homeowners should make sure the area around

Team Pete scares up fun for Halloween
Peterson haunted house
The Peterson Air Force Base
haunted house, hosted by fire and
emergency services, is from 6 to 9 p.m.
Friday and Saturday at the Peterson
Fire Department in Building 117.

Base Housing trick-oor-ttreating
The 21st Security Forces
Squadron will sponsor “Operation
Pumpkin Patrol” from 4:30 to 8 p.m.
Monday in Base Housing. The 21st
SFS will provide patrols in base housing to ensure a safe environment for
children during trick-or-treating. The
21st SFS is looking for volunteers, of
any rank, to help with foot patrol in
the housing area. Volunteers will meet
for a briefing prior to the event at
3:30 p.m. at the 21st SFS building,
Building 1376. Anyone interested in
volunteering should contact Staff Sgt.
Jacob Miller at 556-6282 or Master
Sgt. Denise Adams at 556-8235 or email jacob.miller@peterson.af.mil or
denise.adams@peterson.af.mil.

Halloween Party
There will be a Halloween party
at the Eclipse, Peterson’s cyber café, 5

p.m. Saturday. They will show scary
movies and hold a costume contest
with a prize for best costume.

Officers’ Club frightful feast
Mister Science, a mysterious scientist, will arrive with a bag of magical
experiments complete with explosions,
fire, bubbles and changing colors at the
Kids Night Out Halloween blast at the
Officers Club from 5:30 to 8 p.m.
Friday. The dinner menu includes brain
cell salad, maggot stew, chocolate spiders, slimy green s’mores and more.
Tickets are available at the Officers’
Club and cost $3 for little goblins and
$6 for big ghouls.

Candy Scan
The 21st Logistics Readiness
Squadron Peterson passenger terminal
will be conducting operation “Candy
Scan.” This includes scanning the
candy children collect on Halloween
night. The candy will pass through the
X-ray machine for the children’s safety. This will be conducted on
Halloween night, Monday from 6 to 8
p.m. in Building 122, Peterson passenger terminal. For information, call
Tech. Sgt. Kevin Kleffner at 556-2454.

Photo by Stefan Bocchino

From left to right: Staff Sgt. Michael Trent, Senior Airman Elias Kunishige and
Staff Sgt. Jason Linta, rescue technicians with the 21st Civil Engineer
Squadron fire and emergency services, build a coffin for the Peterson AFB
haunted house that will be hosted by fire and emergency services.

Services Halloween Scares
The Aquatics Center staff will host
a “Halloween Thing” from 2 to 6 p.m.
on Sunday. Admission costs $1.
The Bowling Center’s “Devils
Night” is Sunday. Anyone in a costume will be able to bowl three games
for the price of two Monday.
The Library staff is hosting
Halloween story time Sunday, com-

plete with snacks and spooky stories.
Costumes are encouraged.
The R.P. Lee Youth Center staff
will host three Halloween events. A
haunted house trip for children ages
nine and older Friday. Pumpkin painting for children ages six through eight
years old from 3 to 4 p.m. Saturday
and a costume party for children ages
nine and older from 4 to 6 p.m. followed by trick-or-treating for all ages

Peterson trick-or-treating from 4:30 to 8 p.m. Monday in Base Housing
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Halloween wasn’t always ghoulish fun, has religious roots
By Stefan Bocchino
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Witches and ghosts, goblins and gremlins, and
creatures who go bump in the night, are some of the
characters who appear every year on Oct. 31.
Halloween, however, wasn’t always celebrated in costume or with bags of candy.
Halloween dates back to an ancient Celtic festival called Samhain. The ancient Celtics, who lived in
what is now Ireland, the United Kingdom and
Northern France, celebrated their new year on Nov. 1.
This date marked the end of summer and the beginning of winter, a time often associated with death.
The Celtics celebrated Samhain on Oct. 31
because they believed that during this time the
boundary between the worlds of the living and dead
became blurred. This made it easier for the Druid
priests to make predictions about the future. These
predictions often helped comfort and provide direction to people during these dark times.
The Romans conquered the Celtic lands and
combined two of their festivals with the traditional
Celtic celebration of Samhain. The first festival was
Feralia, a day to commemorate the passing of the
dead. The second was a day to honor Pomona, the
Roman goddess of fruit and trees. This may explain
the current tradition of bobbing for apples practiced
on Halloween.
Christianity started to influence the Celtic lands
in the 800s. Pope Boniface IV designated Nov. 1 as
All Saints Day, to honor the saints and martyrs. This
is believed by many historians to be his way of
replacing the Celtic festival of the dead with a related
church-sanctioned holiday.

All Saints Day was also called All-hallows or
All-hallowmas. The night before when Samhain was
traditionally celebrated first was called All-hallows
Eve and eventually Halloween.
Later, the church added another holiday on Nov.
2 called All Souls Day to honor the dead. It was celebrated like Samhain with bonfires, parades and dressing up in costumes. Together, the three holidays were
called Hallowmas.
Europeans immigrating to America brought a
variety of Halloween traditions with them. Those traditions, in addition to American Indian traditions,
meshed together to form a distinct American version
of Halloween. The first celebrations included play
parties, harvest celebrations, ghost story and fortune
telling as well as singing and dancing.
In the mid-1800s, immigrants, especially the
Irish, helped popularize the celebration of Halloween
nationally. Americans, using traditions brought from
Ireland and England, started dressing up and going
house to house asking for food or money. This later
became today’s trick-or-treat tradition.
Trick or treating most likely dates back to the
early English tradition of the “All Souls’ Day parades.
The poor would beg for food and families would give
them pastries called “soul cakes” in return for praying
for the families’ dead relatives. The clergy encouraged
this practice in order to replace the ancient practice of
leaving food and wine for roaming spirits.
Dressing up has its roots in both European and
Celtic traditions. People believed that ghosts came
back during this time. People would wear masks if
they had to leave the house in the hopes that the
ghosts would mistake them for fellow spirits.
In the early 1900s, the celebration turned away
from the frightening and grotesque toward games,

foods of the season and festive costumes. During this
time the holiday lost most of its superstitious and
religious overtones.
In the 1920s and 1930s, Halloween became a
more secular but community-centered holiday.
Between the 1920s and 1950s, the old
tradition of trick-or-treating was
revived. This was an inexpensive way
for the whole community to share in
the Halloween holiday.
To prevent the “trick,” families would give the neighborhood children small treats.
This new American tradition
took hold and continues to
grow. Today it is estimated
that Americans spend $6.9 billion annually on Halloween.
Other countries also
have different fall festivals
to honor the dead. The
Festival of the Dead is
held annually in Sicily
Nov. 2 as a way of keeping the memories of dead
relatives alive. El Dia de los
Muertos or the Day of the Dead is celebrated annually in Mexico Oct. 31. Many consider this the
most important holiday of the year in Mexico.
Halloween has been and continues to be a holiday with a rich tradition and a long history.
(Information for this story was gathered from
the following websites, www.historychannel. com/
exhibits/halloween/?page=origins, www.theholidayspot.com/halloween/history.htm, www.benjerry.
com/fun_stuff/holidays/halloween/history/index.cfm.

Frightful Halloween facts


The first recorded celebration of Halloween in America occurred in 1921

in Anoka, Minn.


The estimated number of potential trick-or-treaters, of children ages five

to 13, was 36.8 million in 2003. This is about a quarter-of-a-million decline
from the year 2000. However, many children older than 13 and younger than
five dress up for the holiday.


Pumpkin producing states generated more than 805-million pounds of

pumpkins in 2003. Illinois was the leading pumpkin producer, producing
more than 326-million pounds of pumpkins. The value of these pumpkins was
more than $81 million.


Some places’ names make them appropriate choices to spend Halloween.

They include: Transylvania County, N.C., Tombstone, Ariz., Pumpkin Center,
N.C., Pumpkin Bend Township, Ark., Cape Fear, N.C. and Skull Creek
Township, Neb.


There were 1,040 U.S. manufacturing establishments that produced

chocolate and cocoa products in 2001. They employed nearly 46,000 people
and shipped more than $12 billion worth of goods. California had the most
manufacturing establishments with 116 but Pennsylvania came a close second with 107 establishments.


There were 616 non-chocolate confectionary manufacturing estab-

lishments in the United States in 2001. There were more than 26,000 people employed by these establishments and they shipped more than $7
billion worth of goods that year. California, again, had the most establishments with 75.


In 2003, Americans ate 25 pounds of candy per capita. It’s estimated that

most of this candy was consumed by children around Halloween.
There were 2,715 formal-wear and costume-rental establishments across the
nation in 2001, where trick-or-treaters could rent costumes for Halloween.

(Information gathered from www.census.gov and www.usda.gov)
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Fine Arts Center theater
The Fine Arts Center Repertory Theater presents “She Loves Me,” Nov. 18 to Dec. 11; “La Cage
Aux Folles” is scheduled Feb. 10 to March 5; and
“The Pirates of Penzance” is scheduled May 12 to
June 4. For tickets, call 634-5583.

Hay-wagon rides
Hay-wagon rides to a pumpkin patch are available at Turkey Creek Ranch Saturday. Cost is $8 per
rider or $25 for a family of four. The trip to the
pumpkin patch includes a free pumpkin. For information or reservations, call 526-3905.

Haunted Halloween
“Boo at the Zoo” is set from 5:30 to 8 p.m.
Friday through Sunday, at the Cheyenne Mountain
Zoo, located at 4250 Cheyenne Mountain Zoo Road.
Children can go in costume and receive candy, walk
the lighted pumpkin path and visit some of the animals. Entry is $10 for ages three and up. Children two
years and under are free. Park in the Sears parking lot
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at the Broadmoor Towne Center to ride the free shuttle.
The Town of Terror runs today through Monday.
Entrance is $13. The haunting begins at dusk. The
Town of Terror is located at Buckskin Joe’s, west of
Canon City, Colo., off Highway 50 West, turn on
County Road 3-A.
Jack-o’-lantern trail is from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday at the Fountain Creek Nature
Center, 320 Pepper Grass Lane. It’s free. For information, call 520-6745.
“The Vampire of Cripple Creek” begins at 8
p.m. today through Monday in the Butte Opera
House, 139 E. Bennett Ave., in Cripple Creek, Colo.
Tickets start at $7. For information, call 235-8944.

Discount ski passes for military
Keystone Resort is offering a discounted season
pass for servicemembers. The Liberty Pass costs $129
and is good throughout the 2005 to 2006 season.
Active-duty and reserve military personnel
should present military identification cards at the
Keystone Resort season pass office for their discount.
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Immediate family members are also eligible. Children
12 years and under are eligible for a $79 Liberty
Pass. For information, call (800) 322-9498.

Arnold Hall Theater
The Air Force Academy Concert series includes
the musical, “Mame” Friday in Arnold Hall Theater;
“Babes in Toyland” Dec. 10; “Broadway’s Spirit of
Christmas” Dec. 18; and “Star Spangled Celebration”
March 5. For information, call 333-4497.

Upcoming events
The Colorado Springs World Arena features
the Royal Circus of Moscow on Ice at 7 p.m. Nov.
15. For information, call 477-2121.
The Trans-Siberian Orchestra starts at 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 23 at Pikes Peak Center.
The Colorado Springs Philharmonic, along
with the Young Concert Artists, present “Halloween
Spooktacular - an Alien Invasion” at 2:30 p.m.
Sunday at the Pikes Peak Center. Tickets start at $9.
Tickets for the World Arena and Pikes Peak
Center are at www.ticketswest.com or 520-SHOW.
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AROUND PETE
Today

tno eworthy
To submit information
for the base calendar, e-mail

21st Space Wing
Warfit
7:30 a.m. at the
Peterson Sports and
Fitness Center

Friday and Saturday,
October 28-29

Sunday, October 30

Halloween haunted house
and Peterson Halloween
events

Daylight Saving Time
Fall back one hour
2 a.m.

See pages 19-20 for details

October 31 - November 10

Saturday, November 5

Saturday, November 5

21st Space Wing
Condor Crest
exercise

Veterans Day
Parade

U. S. Air Force Academy
versus Army
1:30 p.m.
Free tailgate party
before the game

space.observer@peterson.af.mil

October is National
Breast Cancer
Awareness month

9:30 a.m.
Downtown Colorado Springs

