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Exercise hones wing war-fighting skills
By Stefan Bocchino
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Condor Crest 06-01 began Monday and will continue through Nov. 11.
Condor Crest is an exercise, which involves the
21st Space Wing, tenant units of Peterson Air Force
Base and geographically-separated units.
“Having just come back from Iraq in June, I
know how important these exercises and the training
opportunities they create are,” said Col. Liz Anderson,
Individual Mobilization Augmentee to the 21st SW
commander. “These exercises help us identify our
strengths and weaknesses. Being well-trained can easily be the difference between life and death.”
Condor Crest exercises offer Airmen here numerous training prospects.
Staff Sgt. Jeff Schlabs, 21st SW Inspector
General NCO in charge of exercises, said Condor
Crest exercises are normally week-long events, howev-

“

These exercises help us
identify our strengths and
weaknesses. Being well-trained
can easily be the difference
between life and death.

”

– Col. Liz Anderson, Individual Mobilization
Augmentee to the 21st SW commander

er, this one will last two weeks. He said the first week
will be a deployment exercise. The second week will
be a more traditional exercise, including a full spectrum threat response event, such as a plane crash.
“An exercise like this requires a lot of coordination,” said Sergeant Schlabs. “We have to coordinate
with base units, GSU's and off-base organizations such
as the fire department, local police departments and
emergency services.”

According to 21st SW instruction 10-204, The
21st Space Wing exercise program, the goal of the
exercise is to maximize participation among the wing's
organizations and fully examine wing battle management, contingency response, command, control and
communications.
The Condor Crest exercise allows those involved,
people in agencies who don't interact on a day-to-day
basis, to operate as they would during a crisis or contingency.
“The 21st Space Wing IG office monitors the
exercise but does not record grades,” Sergeant Schlabs
said. “Instead they determine whether an objective has
been met.”
Sergeant Schlabs said if the objectives aren't met,
it will most likely be incorporated into the next exercise. Occasionally, if an objective that is not met is critical to mission success, it will be retested on a small
scale before the next exercise until the issues are
resolved.

Housing privatization
comes to Peterson
By Capt. Rob Grover
Air Force Space Command Mission Support

Air Force Space Command’s housing privatization program will reach
another milestone with an Industry
Forum for private industry housing
developers Nov. 9 and 10 in Colorado
Springs.
Housing developers and lenders
are invited to attend an Industry Forum
designed to bring the parties together to
gain specifics about the project, said
Tom Hanon, 21st Civil Engineer
Squadron housing privatization lead.
The housing requirements for
three AFSPC installations, Los Angeles,
Peterson and Schriever Air Force Bases,
are being presented together as the
AFSPC Tri-Group project.
The project is used to create a
more financially-attractive transaction
and generate greater interest within private industry. It is also expected to create greater competition between private
firms. Air Force officials expect the
developers’ proposals to offer higherquality homes and communities than
any one base could achieve alone.
“The Air Force goal is to provide
military families access to safe, secure,
quality, affordable and well-maintained
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“

Here, the project will
provide 300 new units
while renovating 334
existing units.

”

– Tom Hanon, 21st Civil
Engineer Squadron housing
privatization lead

housing in a community where they
choose to live,” Mr. Hanon said.
Private industry housing developers, property managers and commercial
lenders attend the Industry Forum to
receive briefings and informational
materials detailing each installation’s
housing needs. They will also tour existing and proposed housing areas. The Air
Force will issue a “Request for Proposal”
to developers, select an offer and enter
into negotiations leading to transaction
closure after the Industry Forum.
“Air Force Space Command officials expect to close the Tri-Group transaction in early 2007, with houses being
modernized or constructed over the subsequent six years,” Mr. Hanon said.
Congress established the Military
Housing Privatization Initiative in 1996

See Housing, Page 6

Photo by Airman 1st Class Mandy Weightman

Military response appreciated
This sign, posted outside Camp Shelby, Miss., thanked the military members
stationed there during the initial military response to Hurricane Katrina relief
efforts. Camp Shelby served as the host of the Joint Task Force Katrina headquarters. To date, Team Pete has donated more than $5,200 to Hurricane
Katrina and Hurricane Rita victims.

Force Shaping

Wing Warrior Day

How it affects Space Command.

Team Pete gets fit and ready
to fight.
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21st Space Wing Change of
Command Ceremony
Nov. 10

2

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, November 3, 2005

FROM THE TOP

Commander announces AFSPC family days
By Gen. Lance Lord
Air Force Space Command commander

Our Air Force Space Command team remains
extremely engaged as our motivated and stellar
Airmen continue to provide selfless service in the
Global War on Terrorism and in defense of this great
nation. In recognition of your tremendous work and
sacrifices, I want to establish the Air Force Space
Command family days for 2006 to allow everyone
adequate time to plan with their families.
I have designated Jan. 27, May 26, July 3, Sept. 1,
Nov. 24, Dec. 22 and Dec. 29 as AFSPC family days to
coincide with the Front Range SnoFest activities and
the federal holidays of Memorial Day, Independence
Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving, Christmas and New

General Lance Lord,
Air Force Space
Command commander

Year’s, respectively.
In the cases where
mission requirements
make it impossible to
grant a family day on
these dates, commanders
should ensure affected
personnel are given time
to spend with their families on another date.
The three-day period that includes Jan. 27
and the four-day periods
that include May 26, July
3, Sept. 1, Nov. 24, Dec.
22 and Dec. 29 are spe-

cial passes. The guidelines for special passes should be
followed in accordance with Air Force Instruction 363003, Military Leave Program, paragraph 8. Under
current rules for DOD civilians AFI 36-1004,
Managing the Civilian Recognition Program, commanders can encourage liberal leave, use of previously earned compensatory time or use of already
approved time-off awards. Civilian personnel officers
can provide more information on current rules and
available options.
During holiday activities, please think safety first
- use common sense, drive defensively and wear seat
belts. Commanders and supervisors must provide a
safety briefing to their personnel to ensure they understand that risk management should be used on and off
duty. Thank you once again for all you do.

Veterans Day unites generations of American patriots
By Brig. Gen. William Kane
302nd Airlift Wing commander

As a relatively young lieutenant
colonel, I got a call from my wing
commander. He said, “I need you to
cover a ceremony for me.” Under my
breath I was thinking, “Why me?” but
of course I asked, “Where do I need to
be and what do I need to do?”
As it turned out, I was awarding
three medals to an Army Air Corps veteran who somehow did not receive his
medals during World War II. As I stood
with him in front of his family, to
include his grandchildren and great-

grandchildren, he and I had tears in our
eyes as his accomplishments were read.
After the ceremony, his son said to me,
“He never told me any of that.” In the
end, this modest soldier helped me
understand the meaning of Veterans
Day and the need to thank all veterans.
This week I got another reminder.
I met a young Airman named Anthony
Pizzifred. He is an active-duty security
forces airman who stepped on a past
war’s land mine in Afghanistan one
year ago. He lost his left leg, below the
knee. He spent several months recovering and learning to use his prosthesis.
After he completed his rehabilitation,

he retested and was allowed to remain
on active duty. He has earned his
deployable status, of which he is proud,
and is again fully qualified for security
forces. He is currently a Basic Military
Training instructor at Lackland Air
Force Base, Texas.
As he spoke to our group of senior officers I was awed by his patriotism and loyalty. His goal is to go
back to Afghanistan and finish the
job he started.
These two men served 60 years
apart, in separate wars, on different
continents and against different enemies; yet they share their love of coun-

try and devotion to duty.
I am fortunate to serve with 1,400
other patriots in the 302nd Airlift Wing.
We all stand ready to do our duty when
called. As we celebrate Veterans Day,
let’s remember every member of our
military, past and present, who has stood
strong against diverse enemies to keep
our shores free. Take a special moment
to think of all our men and women who
are in harm’s way right now.
Finally, if you can, take a minute
and thank your granddad or your mom,
or your son who is serving or has
served our country. Sometimes we forget to thank those closest to us.

Action Line
Submitting Action Lines
The Action Line is a direct link to the 21st Space
Wing commander. It should be used when other avenues
have failed. Concerns should be addressed at the lowest
possible level in the chain of command and elevated as
necessary.
If satisfactory results have not been attained by
addressing the chain of command, call the Action Line at
556-7777 or fax 556-7848.
Though not required, Action Line users should leave
point-of-contact information when submitting an Action
Line. This will allow those who are addressing the concern to clarify the information and respond, if necessary.

Not all responses are printed; however, if information
allows, a response will be rendered in another format.

Question:
Why can’t the lights in the aquatic center be
fixed? The facility has been closing extremely early
because there is a problem with illumination, and they
have been doing this continuously. I have been going
regularly as a physical activity. When is this problem
going to be resolved?
Answer:
The roof of the Aquatics Center has severe leakage during rain and snow storms. The water seeps

through the roof and into the building, including the
electrical system. We have tried to repair the leaks, but
the roof is in such poor condition, repairs have not
improved the roof condition.
The wing has identified this issue as one of its
top priorities, and a roof replacement project will be
funded this fiscal year, with an estimated beginning
date sometime in the spring. We are also exploring
options to temporarily fix the lights.
For information, contact Laura Runyon, aquatics
center director, at 556-4608.

A Moment in Time

Nov. 1, 1995
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio,
hosts the presidents of Bosnia,
Croatia and Serbia for peace
talks designed to end the war in
the former Yugoslavia.
Nov. 4, 1960
The U.S. Air Force reveals the
use of a converted C-97 as an
airborne command post.
Nov. 19, 1988
The U.S. Air Force reveals the
F-117A stealth fighter to the
public for the first time.
Manufactured by Lockheed,
using radar-absorbent materials
and a radical new design, the F117A can evade radar detection.
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Force shaping affects Space Command
By Tech. Sgt. Kate Rust
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

A force shaping board will convene in 2006 to meet emerging Air
Force needs.
Although Air Force Space
Command’s support officers will be
affected, space, missile and other core
Air Force specialties will be exempt.
Approximately 410 AFSPC members meet the eligibility criteria for the
Force Shaping Board at this time.
“The impact will be felt primarily
in our combat support career fields
(public affairs, services, personnel,
maintenance, logistics readiness),” said
Lt. Col. Linda Tutko, AFSPC officer
assignments chief. “Our space operators and developmental engineers will
not be impacted.”
According to a recent Air Force

“

The impact will be
felt primarily in our
combat support career
fields (public affairs,
personnel, maintenance
and logistics readiness).
Our space operators and
developmental engineers
will not be impacted

”

– Lt. Col. Linda Tutko, AFSPC officer
assignments chief

Print News release, the Air Force began
fiscal year 2006 with a force imbalance.
It was under strength by approximately
6,000 enlisted Airmen and over strength
by approximately 3,000 officers.
The first force shaping board is

scheduled to convene April 3
at the Air Force Personnel
Center, at Randolph Air
Force Base, Texas.
The board will evaluate active-duty line officers
in the 2002 and 2003 accession year groups with the
exception of the officers who have less
than two years current active service or
15 or more years of active service as of
Sept. 29.
Eligible officers may continue to
apply for voluntary separation through
March 1 using the force shaping initiatives already approved.
Subsequent boards will consider
officers commissioned three years earlier. For example, the 2007 board will
evaluate officers commissioned in 2004.
Air Force Space Command officials will visit bases around the com-

mand to deliver “Spread the
Word” briefings. These briefings describe the annual Force
Shaping Board and how the
process will work.
While the briefing is
mandatory for line officers
in the 2002 and 2003 year
groups, it’s optional for all other officers and highly recommended for officers in the 2004 and 2005 year groups
and their supervisors.
For information about the “Spread
the Word” briefing schedule, contact the
Military Personnel Flight at 556-1716.
For information about the Force
Shaping Board and volunteer separation opportunities, visit the Air Force
Personnel Center Force Shaping Web
site at www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/retsep/shape.htm or call the AFPC at
(800) 616-3775.

Photo by Airman 1st Class Mandy Weightman

Let’s do lunch
Command chiefs from 14th Air Force met with annual award winners from the 21st Space wing for a social lunch Oct. 25 at the Aragon Dining Facility.
The command chiefs meet for a conference at different bases semiannually. The command chiefs are: Chief Master Sgt’s Cathi Durick, 14 AF, Vandenberg
Air Force Base, Calif., Timothy Gordon, 30th SW, Vandenberg AFB, Russell Kuck, 50th SW, Schriever AFB, Colo., Rene Simard, 460th SW, Buckley AFB,
Colo., and James Moody 21st SW Peterson AFB, Colo.

Peak Performer
Name: Senior Airman Cynthia Rentas
Organization: 821st Security Forces Squadron
Duty title: Flight Chief
Time in service: Two years and nine months
Hometown: Fort Myers, Fla.
Off-duty interests, hobbies: I love to just simply hang out with friends
and family. I also enjoy watching football, playing soccer, listening to
music and watching movies.
Why did you join the Air Force? I joined the Air Force for several reasons. First, I wanted to serve our country. Second, I was drawn to the

opportunity to travel to unique places around the
world. Lastly, I liked how servicemen and women
were respected within the community and I wanted to be a part of that.
What inspires you to do what you do? I love
helping people. That's the main reason why I
joined security forces. Also, I like volunteering to
help those less fortunate.
Favorite part of your job? One of the best parts
of my job is helping people within the community.
Going home after working a 12-14 hour shift in
Senior Airman
which nothing happens is very satisfying because I
Cynthia Rentas
know my presence has kept the community safe.
What goals have you set? My main goal is to
complete my degree in Criminal Justice. After that, I would like to go to
Officer Training School.

Visit t he S pace O bserver o nline a t
www.csmng.com
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Academy welcomes
new commander

Photo courtesy of U.S. Air Force Academy

21 Space
Wing
Holiday
Party

Lieutenant General John Regni became the U.S.
Air Force Academy’s 17th superintendent during a
change of command ceremony at the academy
Oct 25.
The new superintendent graduated from USAFA
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology in
1973.
“I am honored and humbled to pick up the torch
from General John Rosa,” General Regni said. He
said he will continue to work with cadet classes to
ensure they are positively motivated and shaped
to meet the life-or-death challenges that await
them as lieutenants, captains and beyond in the
21st Century Air Force.
“Our mission is critically important to our Air
Force and to our nation. We take our mission seriously,” he said.
“I can tell you the academy is on a very strong
footing today and my intention – and the Air
Force’s intention – is to continue to work issues
hard and make the academy even stronger than it
is today,” General Regni said.
(Information courtesy of U.S. Air Force Academy)

Friday Dec. 2
6:30 p.m. Social Hour
7:00 p.m. Dinner
Peterson Enlisted Club
Dress: Beach Casual
E5 and below $10 mbr/$13 non
E6 and above $17 mbr/$20 non

Free tailgate
party
The 21st and 50th Space
Wings are sponsoring a free
tailgate party for the next U.S.
Air Force Academy football
game against Army at 1:30
p.m. Saturday at Falcon
Stadium.
Free food, including hotdogs,
hamburgers and sodas will be
provided.
The location of the tailgate
party is in the northwest corner of parking area #4.
O4 and below $17 member/$20 non
05 and above $20
GS 7 and below $10 member/$13 non
GS 8-12 $17 member/$20 non
GS 13 and above $20
For information, call 1st Lieutenant
Rickmon at 556-4864

www.peterson.af.mil

Peterson hosts Deployed
Families Dinner
Team Pete is hosting a Deployed Families
Dinner at 6 p.m. Friday at the Base Chapel. All family members of deployed Peterson employees are welcome. For information, call Senior Master Sgt. Bryan
Rainey at 556-7065.

American Indian, Alaskan Native
Heritage Month holds luncheon
November is the official American Indian and
Alaskan Native Heritage observance month. There
will be a luncheon to celebrate the observance from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Nov. 17 at the Enlisted Club here.
Dress will be uniform of the day. All of Team Pete
is invited. For information, call Capt. Michael
Anderson at 554-1762.

MOAA invites officers to luncheon
The Military Officers Association of America,
Pikes Peak chapter, invites all active and retired officers to attend a luncheon at 11:30 a.m. today at the
Peterson Officers Club. For information, call Irene
Merrill at 633-8878.

Volunteer opportunity to build dam
The Rocky Mountain Field Institute is sponsoring community restoration projects from 8:30 a.m. to
3 p.m. Nov. 5, 6, 12, 13, 19 and 20. Volunteers will
work in the Spring Canyon area. Meeting place will be
announced when volunteers register. Work will include
building small check dams to slow the flow of storm
water and trap sediment. For information, call Liz
Nichol, Rocky Mountain Field Institute outreach coordinator, at 471-7736.

High school holds craft fair
Liberty High School students and staff are hosting its 17th Annual Craft Fair from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Nov. 12. More than 140 vendors will be on hand with
holiday crafts, home decor, gifts and food. Proceeds
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benefit teacher and student programs and activities.
Admission is free. For information, call Jackie
Aldrich at 282-1983.

3:30 p.m. Wednesday at the Peterson Enlisted Club.
All Team Pete members are invited to attend and congratulate the newly-promoted chief master sergeants.

Academy PC Gamers Club hosts
monthly LAN party

Colorado Springs gears up
for Veterans Day Parade

The U.S. Air Force Academy PC Gamers Club is
hosting a Local Area Network gaming party from 9
a.m. to 10 p.m. Nov. 19 at the Milazzo Club. For information, visit www.academygamers.com or e-mail
info@academygamers.com.

Peterson Spouses club holds meeting
The Peterson Spouses Club will meet at 6:30
p.m. Nov. 15 at the 21st Mission Support Squadron.
The event features pizza, Bingo and prizes. The cost
is $10 per attendee. For information or to register,
email mandiwoodhead@hotmail.com by Nov. 12.

Black Heritage Committee
holds meeting
The Black Heritage Committee will meet from
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Nov. 17 at the Enlisted
Club. For information, call Master Sgt. Lillian
Sumpter at 556-1229 or Master Sgt. Kenneth
Sessoms at 556-0432.

Military tuition assistance available
on Air Force Portal
Active-duty military students throughout the
Peterson Complex can apply for military tuition assistance through the Air Force Portal.
The portal is accessible from both military and
non-military computers. The system is designed to
check eligibility requirements, so students must
ensure their records are accurate and current. For
information about tuition assistance, or to make an
appointment with a counselor, call the Education
Office at 556-4064.

Team Pete congratulates new chiefs
The Team Pete Chiefs Promotion Party begins

The Colorado Springs Veterans Day parade
begins at 9:30 a.m. Saturday downtown. Volunteers are
needed to march in the Team Pete formation and build
the Peterson float. For information, call Tech. Sgt.
Marie Hinkle at 556-1619 or Master Sgt. Joe Keller at
556-4576.

Officers Club seeks artists,
art galleries
The Peterson Officers’ Club is calling for artists
or art galleries in a variety of media to participate in
the club’s third annual Art in the Vineyard, Nov. 18.
Artists or galleries wanting to sell art at the event
must complete a contract with the club. However, a
contract is not required for artists or galleries only
displaying art. All work must be viewed before the
event. Participants will be responsible for supplying
their own displays and lighting. For information, contact Curtis Clayton at 574-4100 or e-mail curtis.clayton@peterson.af.mil.

Top Three Council Meets at the
Enlisted Club
The Pikes Peak Top 3 meets at 3 p.m. today in the
Enlisted Club. Membership is open to master sergeant
selects through chief master sergeants who are
assigned to Peterson Air Force Base. Retirees who are
sponsored by an active-duty top three member are also
welcome to join as associate members.
Pikes Peak Top 3 supports enlisted causes and
professional development through a variety of activities. For information, call Senior Master Sgt. Leyda
Pendergrass at 556-9022.
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Housing, from Page 1
as a tool to help the military improve the
quality of life for its servicemembers by
improving the condition of their housing. The MHPI was designed and developed to attract private sector financing,
expertise and innovation to provide necessary housing faster and more efficiently than traditional military construction processes would allow.
“Here, the project will provide 300
new units while renovating 334 existing
units,” Mr. Hanon said.
Sixteen Air Force installations in
the United States have already priva-

NEWS
tized their housing, with approximately
34 additional projects under development. Two AFSPC bases, Buckley AFB,
Colo. and Patrick AFB, Fla., have
closed transactions with developers and
their privatized housing construction
projects are underway.
The first five AFSPC families
moved into their newly-constructed
units in September at Patrick, with
units expected at Buckley in the summer months.
For information on the Tri-Group
project and the Industry Forum, visit
www.jllpsc.com.

Flag Football Standings
Games played through Oct. 27

American Conference
Teams
1. 721 SFS
2. SMDC
3. 21 MDG
4. TEAM COLORADO
5. 311th AIRLIFT
6. 21 SW-OPS
7. U.S. NORTHCOM
8. 721 MSG
9. 21 SCS- TEAM B

W
5
5
5
4
3
3
2
1
0

L
1
1
2
2
3
4
3
6
6

National Conference
Teams
1. 21 CES
2. 21 SFS
3. 21 CONS
4. 21 SCS-TEAM A
5. 76th SPCS
6. 302nd MXG
7. 21 LRS
8. 21 MSS

W
5
5
5
5
4
2
1
1

L
1
1
2
2
3
4
4
5

SnoFest is a military appreciation ski and snowboard event for
Front Range servicemembers, retirees, DOD civilians, NAF employees, contractors and family members. SnoFest 2006 is Jan. 27
through 29 at Keystone Resort, Colo., January 27 will feature NASTAR racing with awards going to fastest individuals, squadron
teams and installations. Teams need to register with the Peterson
Outdoor Recreation office at 556-7753 or 556-4867. There will also
be NASTAR racing on Jan. 28 with the emphasis on family and
youth. January 27 and 28 there will be parties at the Keystone
Conference Center. The parties will feature live music, food, cash
bar, drawings, prizes and awards. Party tickets are $13. Lift tickets
are $34 and are available Tuesday at the Peterson Leisure Travel
Office. For information, call 556-1760 or 556-1733. Keystone
Lodging is priced below wholesale and is available now. Cheaper
lodging may be available outside Keystone Village.

Adult 1-day, Keystone only SnoFest lift ticket – $34
Child (5-12 yrs) 1-day, Keystone only SnoFest lift ticket – $22
(4 & under free)
Party Tickets – $13 (Children occupying a seat need to purchase a ticket),
available Nov. 1 at the Leisure Travel Office
Jan 27: “Fabulous 50s” party from 6 to 8 p.m., food buffet from 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 28: “Western Roundup” party 6 to 8 p.m., food buffet from 6 to 7:30 p.m.

SNOFEST 2006 Tickets and Lodging
Keystone Lodging reservation instructions
Participant Lodging Group Code “GV7FEST,” call toll free (800) 2580437, provide group code and base affiliation (Peterson AFB) when booking
a reservation
Workers Group Code “GV7SFWB”
For workers – government travel card needs to be provided at the time of
booking but will not be charged until 21 days prior to arrival
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Officer believes ‘we can do better’
Cooperation against
terrorism, natural disasters
between nations should
be expanded
By Capt. Jason Proulx
Bi-National Planning Group

When thinking about international cooperation,
it makes perfect sense for allies such as Canada and
the United States to assist one another when required,
particularly given the continuous threat of terrorism
and natural disasters such as Hurricane Katrina.
So, why is it the only up-to-date defense agreement between our two nations is an aerospace agreement concerning North American Aerospace
Defense? Why don’t we have a similar agreement for
maritime cooperation or aid to civilian authorities? It
isn’t due to lack of effort, since many agreements
have been signed over the years.
One could argue other agreements have come
and gone because of a lack of focus on emerging

threats and commitment to oppose them. Truth be
told, NORAD is the only bi-national defense organization that comprises both Canadian and U.S. staff
on a full-time basis.
Enter the Bi-National Planning group, whose
job it is to examine the nature of the defense relationship between Canada and the U.S.
“We look at the way our two countries do business together, and identify areas where we think we
need to improve,” said Capt. Kendall Card, BPG
American co-director. “By having proper agreements
and plans in place, we would reduce our response
time during cross-border emergencies.” he added.
The BPG has drafted several plans to address
missions such as joint and combined defense, as well
as aid to civil authorities. If and when the plans are
adopted, they can help save lives in the future by
reducing time and confusion in responding to crossborder emergencies.
“While our people make the system work the
way it does now, these plans will make their lives a
lot easier by reducing the red tape during a response
to a crisis,” said Capt. Richard Bergeron, Canadian
Co-Director of the BPG.

Operating in a bi-national sphere, however, is
not easy – particularly given evolving threats, militaries and the complex nature of Canada-U.S. relations.
Although the NORAD agreement is currently
under negotiation, considering the relatively new
U.S. Northern Command and the birth of Canada
Command, there are many variables yet to juggle.
“I’m optimistic that as events unfold and the
dust settles, we will make significant progress toward
enhanced military cooperation” Captain Bergeron
said. “That being said, we can’t rush the process.”
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Stop domestic violence; recognize patterns, seek help
By Martina Porter
21st Medical Dental Operations Squadron

He says he’s sorry and it won’t
happen again. But you fear it will. The
angry outbursts, hurtful words, sometimes a slap or a punch. You may start
to doubt your own judgment, or wonder whether you’re going crazy. Maybe
you think you’ve imagined the whole
thing. But you haven’t.
Domestic violence can and does
happen to people of all ages, races and
social, economic and educational backgrounds. Although it does happen to
men and same-sex partners, most often,
domestic violence happens to women.
In fact, the Department of Health and
Human Services estimates as many as
4 million women suffer abuse from
their husbands, ex-husbands,
boyfriends or intimate partners in the
United States each year.
Domestic violence, also known as
domestic abuse, intimate partner violence or battering, occurs between people in intimate relationships. It takes
many forms, including coercion,
threats, intimidation, isolation and
emotional, sexual and physical abuse.
In these relationships, the abuse
is about power and control. Though
there are no typical victims of domestic violence, abusive relationships do
share similar characteristics. The
abuser aims to exert power and control
over his partner in all cases.

A common misunderstanding is
that domestic violence is about anger.
Batterers do tend to take their anger
out on their intimate partner, but it’s
not about the anger. It’s about trying to
instill fear and desiring power and control in the relationship.
Anger is just one way an abuser
tries to gain authority. Batterers can use
sexual violence or physical violence.
In an abusive relationship,
abusers use varying tactics to gain
power and control. Some of these
strategies include: using economic
abuse, emotional abuse, intimidation
or isolation.
All of these tactics of abuse
come back to the need for power. The
abuser feels the need to make all
major decisions, define roles in the
relationship and be in charge of the
house and social life.
The key to stopping domestic
violence is recognizing abuse. Know
the signs. It’s not always easy to identify this abuse. An abusive relationship can start subtly. The abuser may
criticize appearance or be unreasonably jealous. Gradually, the abuse
becomes more frequent, severe and
sometimes life-threatening.
It’s important to know the abuse in
these relationships doesn’t happen
overnight. It’s a gradual process, a slow
disintegration of a person’s sense of self.
Pregnancy is a particularly dangerous time for an abused woman. Not

only is her health at risk, but also the
health of the unborn child. Abuse can
begin or may increase during pregnancy.
Domestic violence is part of a
continuing, difficult-to-break cycle.
But, breaking the cycle is achievable.
When you live in an environment
of chaos, stress and fear, you start

doubting yourself and your ability to
take care of yourself. It can really
unravel your sense of reality and selfesteem. Don’t try to break this cycle
alone, seek help.
If you or someone you know
needs help, call the Family Advocacy
Program at 556-8943 or 633-3819.

It can happen to you ...
Domestic Violence checklist
You may be abused if you:
Have ever been hit, kicked, shoved or threatened with
violence
Feel you have no choice about how you spend your
time, where you go or what you wear
Have been accused by your partner of things you’ve
never done
Must ask your partner for permission to make everyday
decisions
Feel bad about yourself because your partner calls you
names, insults you or puts you down
Limit time with your family and friends because of your
partner’s demands
Submit to sexual intercourse or engage in sexual acts
against your will
Accept your partner’s decisions because you’re afraid of
ensuing anger
Are accused of being unfaithful
Change your behavior in an effort to not anger your
partner
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Signal Battalion emphasizes important role of families
By Ed White
U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Command Public Affairs

“Our families are an important element in the
successful completion of our missions,” said Army
Lt. Col. Hae Sue Park, 53rd Signal Battalion commander. “By taking care of our families we are taking
care of our Soldiers. I want all of our families to
know what resources are available to them to maintain their quality of life and to support their Soldiers.”
The commitment to take care of families was
evident during a Family Readiness Group conference held Oct. 17 through 21. Company commanders from sites as far away as Okinawa, Japan, joined
FRG leaders in Colorado Springs for a team-building conference.
The conference included level-two training of
the Army Family Team Building program.
“The level-two training for leaders was most
worthwhile,” said Tonya Daniels, level-two instructor.

“Some of the commanders never had FRG training.”
The training gave the commanders and their
FRG representatives information, knowledge and
resources to help support their Soldiers’ families.
“The FRG is an important element of the command,” said Michelle Perry, the Battalion’s senior
FRG leader. Mrs. Perry organized, coordinated and
oversaw the details of the conference.
“It took a lot of time, planning and preparation,” Mrs. Perry said. “We put a lot of thought into
what the company level FRGs wanted and needed to
take away from the conference.”
The FRG advisor is part of the commander’s
senior staff. The job is delegated by the commander
and the FRG advisor becomes part of the unit’s staff.
“We are there to offer support and to help direct
spouses to resources that can help them,” Mrs. Perry
said. “We are not counselors, but often we are the
first contact a spouse will make in looking for
options to help solve a problem.”
Although the battalion does not conduct major

deployments, individuals from the battalion have
been sent to Iraq. Their families had to deal with the
issues of having a spouse, father or mother deployed.
“Our role in the FRG remains the same for families with deployed Soldiers,” Mrs. Perry said. “It
does not matter whether it is one Soldier or 100. Our
role is the same.”
The 53rd Signal Battalion has companies stationed around the world. It is hard or even impossible for members to find local sources for FRG
training at some of the sites. “The conference was
a way to bring all the company commanders together with their FRG leaders and ensure everyone was
on the same page with the same level of training,”
Mrs. Perry said.
“The conference was a great success,” Colonel
Park said. “The attendees will go back and use what
they got from the conference to help families. That
is a very important aspect of our mission and I
appreciate the dedication and support of all the
FRGs in the battalion.”

Volunteers needed for annual Peterson-community food drive

2005
Harvest
of Love

Nov. 14 through 18
Two shifts available for warehouse workers
8:30 a.m. to noon and noon to 3:30 p.m.
Drivers with a Peterson AFB government driver’s license
7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
For information, call Tech. Sgt. Casey McDade at 556-8357,
Master Sgt. Duaine Lingafelter at 556-8294
or Master Sgt. Trina Davis at 556-7263
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AROUND PETE
October 31 - November 10

tno eworthy

21st Space Wing
Condor Crest
exercise

Saturday, November 5

Saturday, November 5

U. S. Air Force Academy
Football versus Army

Veterans Day
Parade
9:30 a.m.
Downtown Colorado Springs

1:30 p.m. at Falcon stadium
Free tailgate party

To submit information
for the base calendar, e-mail

space.observer@peterson.af.mil

November is
American Indian
Heritage month

Thursday, November 10

Thursday, November 10

Friday, November 11

21st Space Wing
Change of Command

Marine Corps
birthday

Veterans
Day

Servicemembers march in, invited to
Veterans Day parades
Ski resort staff offers pass
discounts for military
Keystone Resort is offering a discounted season
pass for servicemembers. The Liberty Pass costs $129
and is good throughout the 2005 to 2006 season.
Active-duty and reserve military personnel
should present military identification cards at the
Keystone Resort season pass office for their discount.
Immediate family members are also eligible. Children
12 years and under are eligible for a $79 Liberty
Pass. For information, call (800) 322-9498.

The annual Veterans Day Parade begins at
9:30 a.m. Saturday in downtown Colorado Springs.
The parade route follows Tejon Street, beginning at
St.Vrain and heading south to Vermijo. Pueblo’s
annual Veterans Day Parade begins at 9:30 a.m.
Saturday in downtown Pueblo. Servicemembers
will march in both parades.

Colorado Springs venue staff
announces upcoming events
The Colorado Springs World Arena features the
Royal Circus of Moscow on Ice at 7 p.m. Nov. 15.
For information, call 477-2121.

The Trans-Siberian Orchestra starts at 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 23 at Pikes Peak Center.
Clifford the Big Red Dog is at 7 p.m. Nov. 11
and at 11 a.m., 2 and 5 p.m. Nov. 12, at Pikes Peak
Center.
Tickets for the World Arena and Pikes Peak
Center are at www.ticketswest.com or 520-SHOW.

Fine Arts Center Theater staff
announces future performances
The Fine Arts Center Repertory Theater presents “She Loves Me,” Nov. 18 to Dec. 11; “La Cage
Aux Folles” is scheduled Feb. 10 to March 5; and
“The Pirates of Penzance” is scheduled May 12 to
June 4. For information or tickets, call 634-5583.

Photo by Joe Fischer

Captain Colby Hoefar 21st Civil Engineering Squadron flight operations chief, stretches during Wing Warrior Day physical training exercises Oct. 27, at the football field here.

Photo by Erica Belcher

First Lt. Michael Marquez, 21st Contracting Squadron officer in charge of base infrastructure flight, briefs
a group of Airmen during a convoy skills training class. More than 120 people attended the training.
Photo by Joe Fischer

Technical Sgt. Philip Thomas 21st Security Forces Squadron unit trainer, demonstrates boobytrapped body evasion procedures
on an unidentified Airman. American forces have faced this type of situation in the War on Terror.

SnoFest offers winter
activities for all
SnoFest is a weekend of winter sports and activities Jan. 27 through 29 at
Keystone Resort, Keystone, Colo.
SnoFest coordinators offer military discounts on weekend packages, including ski passes, lodging and a buffet.
Lodging reservations
tend to fill quickly so people should make reservations early.
Accommodations
include hotel rooms, studios, or one- to three-bedroom condominiums. Rates
start at $100 per night (not
including tax and surcharge) for a deluxe studio
that can accommodate a
family of four. For reservaPhoto courtesy of 21st Space Wing Services Squadron
tions at Keystone call (800)
258-0437, mention Peterson AFB and group code GV7FEST. For lodging near
Keystone, call Colorado R&R at 333-7367.
Tickets are available for the Friday and Saturday parties, including a hot
buffet, live music, entertainment, dancing and awards ceremonies. Party tickets,
$13 for each night, are available Nov. 1 at the Community Activities Center,
Building 640. Tickets are limited.
SnoFest lift tickets are $34 for adults, compared to $75 at the ticket window.
SnoFest lift tickets for children ages 12 and younger are $22, compared to the
regular $39 ticket. Children younger than 5 ski free. Lift tickets go on sale Nov. 1
at the Community Activities Center and at Outdoor Recreation, Building 675.

Equipment Rentals
Outdoor Recreation staff offers half-price rental equipment for the SnoFest
weekend. People should make their equipment reservations early. Call Peterson’s
Outdoor Recreation Office at 556-4867 for information.

Day passes available from Outdoor Recreation
Outdoor Recreation does sell day passes (weekday & weekend) for the following mountains: Arapahoe Basin, Keystone/Breckenridge, Copper Mountain,
Loveland, Monarch, Ski Cooper, Vail/Beaver Creek, Winter Park, Crested Butte
and Steamboat Springs. Prices are subject to change during the season.
Vail/Beaver Creek, Keystone/Breckenridge lift tickets are non-refundable. Stop
by Outdoor Recreation for the most up dated prices.

Equipment Fittings
Ski and Snowboard fittings prior to rental are highly suggested. We accept
walk-ins Monday-Friday, 10 a.m. through 4 p.m. Outdoor Recreation will keep your
ski/board fitting card on file for up to three years. If the ski/snowboard fitting card
is on file, call during normal business hours and equipment can be reserved up to
seven days in advance. All others fittings are on a first-come, first-serve basis.

Ski, Snowboard trips
November trips
26 - Copper Mountain
27 - Arapahoe Basin
December trips
3 - Loveland
4 - Monarch
10 - Copper Mountain
11 - Vail
Photo courtesy of 21st Space Wing Services Squadron
17 - Vail
18 - Ski Cooper
* Trips leave at 6 a.m. from outdoor recreation and leave the ski areas at 4 p.m. to
return at 7 p.m. to Peterson.
* Cost of transportation is $15 per person.
* Ranks E-3 and below receive a 50 percent discount off equipment rentals when

SnoFest brings years of
winter fun to military
By Margie Arnold
21st Services Squadron

The 14th annual SnoFest event
will take place Jan. 27 through 29 at
Keystone Resorts in Keystone, Colo.
Warren Schroeder, 21st Services
Marketing director, said the event
underwent several name changes over
the years.
“In 1993, we called it the Front
Range Skilympics, but due to regulations, we had to change that name,” he
said. “In 1994, we changed the name to
the Front Range Ski Challenge Military
Ski Day. That name stuck until 1997,
when we changed it to Snow Fest. Then
in 2000, we changed it to SnowJam!!!,
and in 2001 it became SnoFest, which
is the name that stuck for good.”
Mister Schroeder added that the
Front Range Military Marketing
Council, a group comprised of services
squadrons along with Morale Welfare
and Recreation marketing departments
from military installations along the
Front Range area, made the changes in
the names throughout the years. In
1992, the Front Range installations
stretched from F. E. Warren Air Force
Base, Wyo. to Ft. Carson Army Post,
located at the southern edge of
Colorado Springs.
“SnoFest started out as a sponsorship experiment.” Mr. Schroeder said.
“We realized that individually, each
military installation could try to get
good deals on skiing, but we figured
we would really have some negotiating
power if we banded together.”
He added that their strategy of
speaking softly and having the backing
of a military population consisting of
about 300,000 potential customers, at
that time, worked. The representatives
from Keystone Resort, SnoFest’s first
location, paid attention.

“What’s amazing about SnoFest is
marketing departments from all of the
military installations along the Front
Range organized and ran the entire
event, from the races to parties to
awards ceremonies, through 1995,” he
said. “This is when Outdoor Recreation
assumed operation of NASTAR racing.”
That year was also the first year
race results were automated. In 1999,
SnoFest grew into a weekend event
including discount lodging, official
awards ceremonies and parties. Eight
military installations, including
Buckley, Peterson and Schriever Air
Force Bases, the U.S. Air Force
Academy and Ft. Carson, were
involved in the planning and running of
SnoFest.
What started in 1993 as a one-day
event — organized and run by about 12
people — has matured into a three-day
event requiring a focused group of 40
or more.
“In 1993, we held our awards ceremony in the warming hut after the
races. People bought their own food; it
was definitely not a catered event,” Mr.
Schroeder said.
Expanding SnoFest from a oneday event to a weekend event also
transformed it into a destination event
with potential military customers from
all over the United States.
The event attracted more than
1,400 participants during its first year.
Expanding SnoFest from a one-day
event to an entire weekend helped
boost its participation, Mr. Schroeder
said. There are now more than 3,000
people attending SnoFest each year.
For information on SnoFest call
556-1760 or 556-1733.

they sign up for ski trips with Outdoor Recreation.
* Trip registration closes the Friday prior to the trip.
* Services sells discounted lift tickets.
* Children 17-years-old and younger must be accompanied by a parent or guardian.
* A minimum of five people are required for each trip.
* Group trips are available on request. They require five people or $100 and one
week’s notice.
For information, call outdoor recreation at 556-4867.

Ski Lessons at Monarch
Dec. 4 - Jan. 8 - Feb. 5 - March 5
Outdoor recreation staff members offer packages at Monarch Resort including private lessons, semi-private lessons or lessons for groups, children, adults,
women and families. Staff members will take students roundtrip to Monarch for
$15. Equipment rental and lesson fees are at an additional cost. The groups depart
at 5:30 a.m. and return 5:30 p.m. Children must be accompanied by an adult. Each
trip requires a minimum of four paying customers. For information, call Outdoor
Recreation at 556-4867.
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Peterson families to eat breakfast with Santa
Team Pete families are
invited to have breakfast with
Santa at 8 a.m. Nov. 26 at the
Enlisted Club here. The event
will feature face painting,
cookie decorating, caricature
drawings and photographs
with Santa. Tickets become
available at the Enlisted Club
Monday. Tickets have sold out
Photo courtesy of 21st Space Wing Services Squadron in past years. No tickets will
Team Pete children watch intently as Santa be available at the door. For
Claus takes center stage at the Enlisted Club. information, call 556-4194.

Silver Spruce Golf Course announces annual sale
The annual holiday sale at the Silver Spruce Golf Course kicks off Nov. 25
and continues through Dec. 24. Customers can save 10 to 20 percent off selected
merchandise. Some items will be tagged at special prices for more savings. Balls
and gloves are not on sale.
The golf course’s winter hours of operation are in effect. The course is open
from 8:30 a.m. to dark. The snack bar is open from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. The pro shop
and driving range are open from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Silver Spruce Golf Course and its facilities will be open regular hours Nov.
11. For information on operating hours, call 556-7414 or visit www.21svs.com.

Squadron stirs up holiday fun, friendly competition
The 21st Services Squadron is sponsoring the annual Community Activities
Center Holiday Door Decorating Contest. The contest is open to all buildings,
facilities, squadrons and groups here. Entries must be submitted by Dec. 5.
Judging will take place Dec. 9. The winners will receive awards Dec. 16. The
first-place prize is an office party. For information, call 556-1733 or 556-1760.

CAC has ticket to winter fun
The Community Activities Center has tickets to first-class shows, holiday
musicals, SnoFest parties, ski resorts, amusement centers and more. For information, call 556-1760.
“Babes in Toyland,” Victor Herbert’s holiday musical, weaves fantasy, intrigue
and reality with toys, children and parents. There will be two showings at Arnold
Hall, located at the U.S. Air
Force Academy. The first show is
at 2 p.m. and the second is at
7:30 p.m., both on Dec. 10. The
cost is $30 for adults and $12 for
children.
“Spirit of Christmas,” a
musical sleigh ride filled with
the most popular Christmas
songs of all times will be performed at Arnold Hall, at USAFA 2 p.m., Dec. 18. The
cost is $41.
Ski season passes are available for military members through the 21st
Services Squadron. The Liberty Pass is a ski pass for Keystone Resort and
Arapahoe Basin. The cost is $129 for adults, $79 for children.
Monarch’s Season Pass is for Monarch only. The cost is $99 for adults, $69
for children.
People can also purchase all-day passes to Mr. Biggs Family Fun Center for
$18.

www.21svs.com
The 21st Services Squadron Web site, your
gateway to fun, excitement and an incredible
array of quality services.
The 21st Services Squadron offers the finest
in recreational opportunities and the greatest
value in leisure activities. Here you will find
information about our top quality facilities,
programs, and events.

Kris Kringle Market
The Kris Kringle market is from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Nov. 19 at the Peterson
Enlisted Club. There will be crafters, folk artists, jewelers, food artists and more.
The event will feature holiday gifts. Admission is free.
Tables are $20 each for anyone interested in selling their products during the
event. For information, call 556-1733 or 556-1760.

Classes offer Team Pete painting know-how
The 21st Services Squadron is offering Team Pete members the chance to
learn the Bob Ross Wet-on-Wet Painting Technique. Classes are offered
Wednesdays from 8 a.m. to noon and 1 to 5 p.m., and Saturdays from 8 a.m. to
noon. The cost is $45 per class and includes most materials. At the end of the
class, students take home a finished 16-by-20-inch painting. Students must be at
least 13 years of age. For information or to register, call the Community
Activities Center at 556-1732.

Clubs host special events
Red and Wild Lunch Buffet Tuesday. Members who wear red hats to
lunch receive a $3 discount for the lunch buffet, which includes Beef Flank
Steak, Margarita Chicken and Tortilla-Crusted Tilapia. The cost is $9.95.
The Officers Club staff is hosting its annual Art in the Vineyard. This
event offers a classy blend of fine art, fine wine and music from 4:30 to 8:30
p.m. Nov. 14. The cost is $5 for members and $7 for non-members.
The Enlisted Club staff is holding a membership buffet from 5 to 7 p.m.
Nov. 23. The Membership Land & Sea Buffet costs members $3.
There will be a Thanksgiving Day Buffet from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Nov. 24
at the Officers Club. The event will feature a traditional celebration of harvest,
abundance and giving thanks. The menu will consist of everything from roasted
and deep-fried turkey, smoked baron of beef, honey-glazed ham, baked fish and
more. The cost is $18.95 per person. Reservations are required. For information
or to make reservations, call 574-4100.

Outdoor Recreation offers hunting trips
The 21st Services Squadron is sponsoring “Pheasant Hunting in Colorado”
trips Nov. 6, Dec. 23 and Jan. 14. The cost is $125 per person. The trip, near
Peterson, lasts from 7 a.m. to noon and the location is near Peterson. No hunting
permits are required; however, some participants are
required to have hunter
education cards based on
age. The fee for the trip
includes transportation, a
five-bird limit, care of
game, guides and dogs. For
information, call Outdoor
Recreation at 556-4867.
The 21st Services
Services is also sponsoring muzzle-loading big-game hunt camps Dec. 8 through
12 and Dec. 15 through 19. The cost is $525 per trip. This five-day hunt involves
camping in Nebraska for muzzle-loading hunts. Both trips have the same itinerary. They will depart at 7 a.m. and arrive in Ogallala, Neb., at 11 a.m. on the first
day of the trip. After obtaining lodging and deer hunting permits, the hunting
begins. The group will return to Peterson AFB at about 7 p.m. the final day. The
cost includes transportation, assistance obtaining hunting permit, lodging, all
meals and care of all game from the field back to Peterson. The fee does not
include the hunting permit fee or any gratuities. Each trip requires a minimum of
four people, ages 14 or older. A pre-trip meeting is scheduled for 5 p.m. the
Tuesday prior to both trips. For information, call Outdoor Recreation at 556-4867.

21ServicesPlus
The 21ServicesPlus program is packed with
benefits and discounts throughout Services
Activities. To receive a 21ServicesPlus Card,
contact the Peterson Officers Club or Enlisted
Club. For a list of benefits and discounts

www.21svs.com/images/
pdf/servicesplus.pdf

