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4 stars, 37 years and one very long shadow
Gen. Lance W. Lord shares a legacy of space
By Tech. Sgt. Kate Rust
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

The man who stands at the helm of
Air Force Space Command has presence. He speaks quietly, with an enormous reservoir of information and experience behind him. His office door is
almost always open, and as one enters,
it’s apparent from his photos and memorabilia, the pride of this man lay in the
professionalism of the command’s people and the importance of its mission.
Gen. Lance W. Lord off icially
retires April 1, with his retirement ceremony March 3, ending a 37-year Air
Force career that culminated in his command of AFSPC from April 2002 to
April 2006. He is currently the longestserving Air Force four-star general officer on active duty and the only career
space and missile officer to hold the
position of AFSPC commander.
The general started in the missile
and space arena during President
Lyndon B. Johnson’s administration, a
time when nuclear deterrence and the
Cold War were prevalent in American
minds. His assignments as a Minuteman
II combat crewmember, missile operations staff officer and several missile
and space wing command positions

gave him a solid footing in the intercontinental ballistic missile arena and for
assuming command of AFSPC.
As a seasoned commander, he has
had his share of challenges, but said one
of the biggest facing the Air Force today
is reshaping the force.
“When I was commissioned, there
were almost a million people on active
duty [in the Air Force],” said General
Lord. “As we round the corner of 2006
and beyond with force shaping, we’re
going to be down below 350,000 – about
a third of the size of what it was then.
“But I tell you we’re lighter, leaner, more lethal and more capable than
we ever were,” he said. “Our young people are just better educated and better
prepared. We’ve got some of the best
Airmen, noncommissioned and commissioned officers and civilians I have
ever seen. The quality of the people is
far beyond anything we had then.”
His enlisted corps thinks highly of
him as well – they honored him in
February by inducting him into the
command’s Order of the Sword, naming
him a “leader among leaders.”
The Air Force has made several
force changes over the past few years
with an NCO retraining program affecting enlisted people and the more recent
force shaping, which affects many of
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Gen. Lance W. Lord, Commander of Air Force Space Command, answers
questions about his career and his plans following his official retirement in
April. Gen. Lord celebrates his long career with a retirement ceremony at
10 a.m. Friday at the Officers’ Club.

the Air Force’s newest officers.
“We have a new goal, and that’s to
trim about 40,000 people from the
force,” the general said. “We also have to
win the war on terrorism by using the
right people in the right place at the right
time, along with recapitalizing the force.
“So we’re going to have to make
some tough choices, balance the force
and take care of business,” he said.

“The challenges are there, but I think
the reward will be a more capable
and tremendous force for the future. I
think the best days of the Air Force are
ahead of us.”
And people have been a key ingredient to General Lord’s vision for the
future. In 2002, he set out on a lofty
cause. Under the recommendations of

See Lord, Page 3

AFSPC Commander Dangerous driving alert
Peterson drivers face stricter rules on cell phone use
bids troops farewell
By Gen. Lance W. Lord
Air Force Space Command commander

The last 37 years have come and
gone in a flash. As Beccy and I depart
for civilian life, we look back on our
service with fond memories and enduring gratitude for the thousands of men
and women with whom we have been
privileged to serve. You, the men and
women of our U.S. Air Force, form the
foundation of everything we are – and
at the core of that foundation are the
values so vital to our success,
“Integrity, Service and Excellence.”
These core values guide our
path, no matter what unforeseen dan-
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gers lay ahead. During my brief service as an Airman, I have seen remarkable people living our values every
day. Whether active duty, Guard,
Reserve, civilian or contractor, we are
grateful for your extraordinary commitment to defend the United States
and protect the freedoms every
American enjoys.
I write this letter not just to those
currently serving, but also to all those
who have gone before and on whose
shoulders we now stand. Your dedication to excellence is what sets us
apart. When I first raised my right
hand, we stood toe-to-toe with a for-

See Farewell, Page 5

Peterson drivers
face stricter rules on cell
phone use.
People who drive
on Peterson or any other
Department of Defense
installation, or operate
a government-owned
vehicle may not use a
cell phone unless the
vehicle is parked or the
person is using a hands-free device,
according to Air Force Instruction 31218 Motor Vehicle Traffic Supervision.
Drivers may not wear portable
headphones, earphones or other listening devices, with the exception of
hands-free cellular phones, while operating a motor vehicle. Use of those
devices impairs driving and masks

Full throttle

Warfighter story

Front Range Motorcycle Riders kick
group into high gear.

A Team Pete Airman gives a glimpse
into a day in Iraq.
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or prevents recognition
of emergency signals,
alarms, announcements,
the approach of vehicles
and human speech.
There are also a
number of other things
that can distract a driver
such as eating and drinking, operating radios, CD
players, global positioning equipment and others. Drivers should
try to do these things while the vehicle is
parked if at all possible.
Violations will be considered a
“primary offense.” People can be
stopped by security forces just for talking on a cell phone without a hands free
device and can be assessed three points
on their drivers license.

Enlisted Against Drunk Driving
Please call us!
Friday - Saturday 10 p.m. - 3 a.m.
Phone: 556-6384 or 55 NO DUI
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Commander highlights
surveillance workhorse
By Col. Jay G. Santee
21st Space Wing commander

As we continue our coverage of
conducting world-class space superiority operations, I’d like to introduce our
two units dedicated strictly to space
surveillance, the cornerstone to space
situational awareness.
The 20th Space Control Squadron
operates and maintains the AN/FPS–85
Phased-array Radar located at Eglin
Air Force Base, Fla. It is the only dedicated phased-array radar in the Space
Surveillance Network. The radar can
concurrently perform the functions of
space surveillance, identification, correlation, acquisition and tracking.
The 20th SPCS mission, to
detect, track, identify and report on all
near-earth and deep-space objects within radar coverage, directly supports the
space situational awareness component
of space superiority operations. The

Air Force under
the 20th SPCS as
Detachment 1. The
ASCC functions as
the
alternate to the
20th SPCS executes
JSpOC and processes all
all-weather, day and night
man-made and environmenlocation and tracking of mantal threat activities against
made objects and supports
the United States and allied
U.S. Strategic Command and
satellites and ground statheater warfighters’ requiretions. Additionally, the
ments through continuous
ASCC provides accurate
surveillance of orbiting
positional data on all mansatellites. The radar can
made, earth-orbiting space
track basketball-size objects
objects by effectively directout to an effective range of
ing the SSN, providing in23,000 nautical miles. More
depth orbital analysis on
than 30,000 observations are
these space objects and efficollected each day by the
Col.
ciently disseminating orbital
unit and sent to the Joint
Jay G. Santee
positional data to customers
Space Operations Center for
worldwide.
analysis. This figure amounts to 20
Detachment 1 also provides conpercent of the overall workload for the
entire SSN, earning 20th SPCS the rep- tinuous surveillance of space satellites
by operating a network of nine transutation as the “workhorse” of the SSN.
mitter and receiver sites located horiThe Navy Fence and Alternate
zontally across the southern United
Space Control Center missions, headStates. Collectively these sites produce
quartered in Dahlgren, Va., were offia “fence” of electromagnetic energy
cially transferred Oct. 1, 2004, to the

that can detect objects in orbit to a
range of 15,000 nautical miles. More
than 5 million satellite detections or
observations are collected by the Fence
each month. Once the object’s location
and general direction of movement are
determined, Air Force Fence operators
notify the JSpOC, which can then notify a different tracking radar such as the
20th SPCS, to make more precise
determinations of the object’s characteristics. The data from the 20th SPCS
radar along with the data from Air
Force Fence is used to maintain a catalog of all earth-orbiting satellites in
support of USSTRATCOM’s space
control mission.
Our dedicated space surveillance
sites play a large role in space situational awareness by providing orbital
data to the JSpOC, who in turn provides the data to the warfighter. By
“conducting world-class space superiority operations,” the 20th SPCS and
Detachment 1 are doing their part in
“Saving the Nation.”

Action Line
Question:
Why do the gate guards treat people like they are terrorists? My wife is
almost 70 years old. Her military ID
card expired. Your Nazi troops at the
gate confiscated her ID card; treated
her with no respect and as if she is a
terrorist. There is no call and no excuse
for this type of behavior. I think there is
no excuse for lack of courtesy and
common sense. Something needs to be
done with this situation.
Answer:
While we sincerely appreciate
your desire to protect your wife, your
use of the term “Nazi” to describe professional members of the 21st Security
Forces Squadron is completely unwar-

ranted. Most of our civilian guards are
former active-duty military, Reserve or
National Guard and each has been
screened thoroughly to make sure we
have only dependable and professional
members working for us. In fact, one
member was in the U.S. military when
we fought against the Nazis in World
War II. Each is a patriotic American
and all are reliable members of the 21st
SFS who work up to 14 hours per day,
weekends and holidays, regardless of
weather conditions, to keep you and
this base secure.
Regarding their entry control procedures, they are required by Air Force
policy to conduct 100 percent identifi-

See Action, Page 4
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Watch your step!
The Medal of Honor Grove area at the Peterson Museum has become victim
to runners on the installation. The Peterson Museum staff asks runners on
Peterson to not cut through the area. For information, call 556-4915.

A Moment in Time

Feb. 26, 1940
The Air Defense Command is
created to integrate U.S. Army
Air Force defenses against an
air attack.
Feb. 27, 1958
Missile Director William M.
Holaday approves the U.S. Air
Force's Minuteman Project, a program for building 5,000-mile range
solid-fuel ballistic missiles launched
from underground installations.
Feb. 27, 1971
The U.S. Air Force launches
Operation Haylift in response to
urgent pleas from farmers in blizzard-swept Kansas and drops
35,000 bales (nearly a million
pounds) of hay for 275,000 cattle
stranded in deep snow.
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Lord, from Page 1
the 2001 Space Commission, headed by
Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld
prior to his appointment as secretary,
AFSPC initiated a space professional
development strategy.
“One of the major recommendations that came out of the Space
Commission was that the Nation was
not yet at the place it needed to be
with its space professional cadre,”
General Lord said.
Another area highlighted by the
Space commission was space acquisition.
“As a result of our look at space
acquisition through its ups and downs,
Lieutenant General Mike Hamel and
the great team at SMC are working hard
to become the Department of Defense’s
model for acquisitions in 2006,”
General Lord said.
“We’ve gone through a period of
tough times for acquisitions of space
systems” he said, “but I think we’ve
devoted the right kind of talent and the
right personalities to educate them and
make sure we are getting our systems on
time and at cost.”
The general believes AFSPC has
made tremendous strides in space professional development.
“We’ve been working hard exporting it to the other military services,
industry civilians, and of course, our
partners at NASA and other places,” he
said. “We’re all interdependent; nobody
goes about this business all alone. But we
still have a lot of work to do. We’re going
to continue to focus on the education
process and build our skills and abilities.”
The command’s space professional development strategy has since been
approved by the Secretary of the Air
Force. It’s also been reviewed by the
General Accountability Office, due to
Congressional interest, he said.
General Lord is credited with putting space professional development
into motion with initiatives and institutions such as the National Security
Space Institute and the new High
Frontier Adventures program.
General Lord recently taught a
class about space, neatly folding his 6foot, 4-inch frame to sit cross-legged and
eye-to-eye with fascinated sixth-grade
students at Discovery Canyon School in
Colorado Springs, officially launching
the High Frontier Adventures program.
“We’ve spent a lot of time over the
past four years developing our strategy
and educating our people,” General

Lord said. “High Frontier Adventures is
an offshoot of that, beginning at the
very grassroots level to help inspire and
motivate young people regarding space,
thereby cultivating an interest in science
and mathematics.
“This will help us work on a
national issue very much on the mind of
our President,” he said. “We need to get
more people in our country interested in
science and mathematics, so we can
continue to maintain our technological
edge and our lead in the space business.
Here at Air Force Space Command, we
are delighted to be a part of that and
help in any way we can.”
The general said he’s asked members of AFSPC, as a part of their continuing space professional education, to
spend at least four hours every year
doing some kind of activity to support
High Frontier Adventures that encourages learning in math and science. It can
be as simple as talking to elementary,
junior high or high school students or
other youth groups.
“I know there are many people in
the command who are already doing
those kinds of things, and I really
appreciate it,” General Lord said. “This
will give them a framework along with
our support. The Space Foundation, the
Aerospace Education Foundation, the Air
Force Association and other groups are
going to help us with resources to get the
message out to our young people.”
Along with developing a space
culture, General Lord has always been
concerned that every Airman understands his or her role in the bigger
scheme from a security forces lieutenant
protecting the Nation’s missile force to
an airman basic cooking breakfast at a
dining facility.
When asked how AFSPC contributes to supporting the warfighter
and the Global War on Terrorism, the
general responded, “First, AFSPC has
an intense, personal commitment to the
Global War on Terrorism. We have a
thousand people deployed to many parts
of the world supporting the nation’s
objectives. But you don’t have to be
deployed to be employed. AFSPC has
people supporting the mission from
home stations, such as our launch and
missile warning squadrons.
“Second, the commander of Joint
Space Operations [and 14th Air Force],
Major General William Shelton and
his team, headquartered at Vandenberg
AFB, Calif., are continuously providing space capabilities – not only to the
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To Enlisted Men and Women of Air Force Space
Command,
Beccy and I would like to express our sincere thanks and
deepest gratitude for inducting me into Air Force Space
Command's Order of the Sword. This ceremony stands out
as one of the finest moments in my 37-year Air Force career.
This prestigious honor, and all it represents, is especially
meaningful since it came from you-the Airmen of the greatest space and missile force in the world!
Sincerely,

Lance W. Lord
General, USAF
War on Terrorism, but to warfighters in
every theater around the world,”
General Lord said.
“Fourteenth Air Force provides
position, navigation and timing through
the Global Positioning System for precision strike capabilities,” he said.
“They’re providing communications connectivity capabilities so troops
on the ground can talk and be connected to each other, get messages from
higher headquarters and conduct their
operations. They’re providing the platforms for intelligence, surveillance and
reconnaissance, which are all critical to
the prosecution of day-to-day combat.
“Lastly, and probably most
importantly – we have a whole set of
people who are deployed day in and
day out supporting the intercontinental
ballistic missile mission and the
nuclear deterrence mission – the fundamental underpinning of our military
strategy and military capability. We see
the threat of the use of nuclear
weapons of mass destruction against
the United States being deterred by a
team of tremendously professional
people,” the general said.
“We rely on Colonel Larry
Chodzko and the folks at the Space
Innovation and Development Center
to not only certify all these systems,
but to also deliver the unique tactics,
techniques and procedures to get the

job done.”
With his immense commitment to
the mission and the people of Air Force
Space Command, one might assume it
will be difficult for General Lord to face
stepping away from the helm.
“It’ll be a change,” he said. “I am
not afraid or worried about it – I’m
excited about the opportunities. I also
look forward to enjoying some time
with my wife, Beccy, and our family.
“I still have a lot to offer, and I
look forward to serving in another
capacity,” he said.
But he will maintain a keen interest in all things space.
“General [Bennie] Schriever said
to me in our last meeting before he
passed away in June,” General Lord said,
“‘Keep pushing ahead! Don’t stop now!’
It’s good advice, and I would echo that.”
The late General Schriever was a
space pioneer considered the father of
our Air Force space and missile program.
Long after the ceremony and the
final photo is packed away, General
Lord’s personal legacy will also be an
important part of Air Force history.
“I really believe that if you’re not
in space, you’re not in the race,” he said.
“As a Nation, if we don’t think about
where we are and where we are going,
we’re going to be in second place – and
we don’t want to be in second place.
There’s just too much at stake.”

Guar dian Challeng e
Dinner & A uction
Come suppor t the
2004 Aldridg e Tr oph y W inner s
Mar c h 31 a t the Of f icer s’ Club
Social be gins 5:30 p .m.
Dinner will f ollo w
Pr oceeds g o to w ar d funding the 21st Space W ing Teams
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Group brings riders together
By Tech. Sgt. Lisa Swenson
21st Space Wing Judge Advocate office

The Peterson Complex has a
motorcycle riding group, and the
members are on the lookout for
more riders.
The Front Range Riders Club
rides as a group with other members
of the Peterson Complex every
month. Even interested people with
little experience are welcome to
join the group.
“We will help anyone who asks,”
said Master Sgt. John Spadaro, 721st
Mission Support Group test control
division superintendent and president
of the FRRC.
Any federal employee, civilian or
military member, working at Peterson
Air Force Base, Schriever AFB or
Cheyenne Mountain Air Force Station
can become a member. Members must
have a motorcycle endorsement on
their license and maintain insurance as
required by law.

In addition to looking for new
members, the group is also looking
for members to fill leadership positions within the organization.
“Currently we have several positions open. Most of the open positions
require minimal effort and are enjoyable,” said Maj. Doug Paterson, North
American Aerospace Defense
Command Aerospace Warning Branch
Strategic Operations chief and secretary of the FRRC.
The group meets the second
Thursday of each month. The next
meeting is at 3 p.m. March 9 at the
Enlisted Club here. There will be a
group ride after the meeting. Anyone
interested in the open positions and
requirements may call 556-4871.
All active-duty military and
civilian employee riders must have a
Motorcycle Safety Foundation Rider
Course completion card.
For more information on the MSF
Rider Course, call the 21st Space Wing
Safety Office at 556-4956.

Action, from Page 2
cation checks of all personnel requesting unescorted
access to the base, which includes you, your wife,
guests, active-duty members and family members.
They even check my ID, as the installation commander. Even I can not excuse myself from this
requirement. The reason we do this is that even
though Colorado Springs is considered a safe area,

Riding in style: what the FRRC is all about
The purpose of the FRRC is
to establish and maintain a
spirit of comraderie and esprit
de corps to enhance the prestige of all motorcycle riders,
encourage on-going rider education, skills development and
reduce the potential of motorcycle mishaps as well as the
following:
 Provide each member with the
collective knowledge, experience and influence of the FRRC
positively affecting motorcycling on and off the installation
 Improve rider skills through
mentorship for new riders and
continuing education for all
riders
 Establish an effective means
of communication with all members to exchange ideas and

we know there are people who will stop at nothing to
damage a U.S. military installation or kill Americans.
We doubt your wife is a terrorist, especially considering your honorable service, but this does not preclude terrorists from using her or you against your
will to attack Peterson.
Therefore, we maintain a hard line when it
comes to entry control – those who don’t have appropriate identification must be escorted on base or they

keep attuned to changes in attitudes and behaviors of installation riders
 Promote the positive status of
motorcycle riders in the Air
Force
 Promote and support safety
 Promote social gatherings
upon the base as well as with
the local community
 Plan for and promote the use
of designated driver and other
effective DWI/DUI prevention
programs
 Improve the morale and welfare of the FRRC members and
their family members
 Invite guest speakers to talk
about topics of interest to the
members, with emphasis on
safety, rider skills and community and family enhancement

will not be granted entry; confiscation of an expired
ID card is standard procedure. Additionally, I need to
point out that as your wife’s sponsor it’s your sole
responsibility and obligation to ensure she has a valid
ID card; simply, the best way to prevent such incidents
is to ensure dependents are in compliance with standards. Feel free to contact the 21st SFS commander
for information about our squadron members or how
they conduct business to protect the installation.
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Team Pete recognizes newest senior
master sergeants
Public release of the senior master sergeant list is
scheduled for Wednesday. The Team Pete senior master sergeant release party begins at 3 p.m. March 10 at
the Enlisted Club. For information, call 556-9318.

TRICARE dental program
begins new contract

Chapel hosts deployed spouses dinner

The TRICARE Management Activity started its
new TRICARE Dental Program contract with United
Concordia Companies Inc. Feb. 1. Under the new contract, TRICARE added benefits to the dental program
including dental implants and related prosthetics,

Farewell, from Page 1
midable adversary. We woke up each
day not knowing what would be asked
of us but none the less determined to
answer the call if needed. We delivered, and are still delivering Strategic
Deterrence – that is, the “silence” of
Strategic Deterrence. The dedication
to excellence of our ICBM warriors
has been and always will be the
bedrock upon which this Nation’s
defense is built. Even in today’s uncertain environment, the defense of the
homeland starts and ends with the
men and women of the 20th Air Force.
Equally determined are the more
than 7,500 space warriors of the 14th
Air Force. While others struggle to
transform modern battlefield operations, you have already done it.
Working hand-in-hand with our professionals at the Space and Missile
Systems Center and the Space
Innovation and Development Center,

extended restorative services to teeth affected by attrition, erosion, abrasion and congenital or developmental
defects. All current TDP-enrolled members should have
received a new personalized TDP ID card and benefit
booklet prior to the contract taking effect. For information, call the 21st Medical Group beneficiary counselor
and assistance coordinator at 556-1016.
The Peterson Chapel will host the monthly
Deployed Spouses’ Dinner at 6 p.m. Friday. For information, call the chapel at 556-4442.

HAWC jams with juniors
The Peterson Health and Wellness Center is
holding a “junior jam” class for children ages 6

5

through 13 years old. The four-week long class teaches healthy eating and physical activity for children
and their parents. It will be held from 3 to 4 p.m.
the first four Mondays of each month. For information, call 556-4295.

Recycle bins available for phonebooks
The following locations have bins for out-dated
phonebooks:
 Building 1 loading dock
 Building 1840 and 1844 in the dumpster area
 Building 2025’s loading dock
 The base recycle center
 The base car wash

you have turned dreams into capabilifuture, I will rest well knowing you
ties. Today, space combat effects are
are standing watch.
like the air we breathe. You don’t realIn all my 37 years, dedication to
ize how important it is until it is taken service was never more evident than
away, then it’s all you want. The future when I visited Walter Reed Army
prosperity of this nation will depend
Medical Center. Before my first visit I
on your ability to further innovate and was admittedly nervous. What are the
deliver world-class
right words to say
excellence.
to a Soldier,
Team
Pete
members
will
I have seen
Sailor, Airman,
gather Friday at 12:30 p.m. Marine or Coast
the value of
“Service Before
Guardsman who
on the north lane of
Self,” exemplified
has been forever
Peterson Boulevard to
on nearly every
changed by the
send off Gen. Lord.
continent and in
horrors of war? I
every time zone.
quickly realized I
We have been at war for the last 15
didn’t need to find the words because
years with adversaries who do not
those fine young Americans said it all.
merely wish to beat us, but strive to
In the face of tremendous adversity and
wipe every last one of us off the surthe reality of lifelong scars, they
face of this planet. Today, we face an
showed me what service is all about.
enemy, who if unchecked, will reverse Each one just as determined as the next
hundreds of years of progress. It is
to carry on and complete the mission.
only your selfless service that prevents
Men and women of the United
that from happening. Today and in the States Air Force and Air Force Space

See Briefs, Page 8
Command, you have taught me more
than I could have ever imagined.
Through it all you have set the standard for Integrity, Service and
Excellence. It is your commitment to
these ideals that gives me the confidence we’ll be successful as a nation.
From the Cold War to the Global War
on Terror, we have faced adversity and
uncertainty and risen to every challenge. I’m humbled to have been able
to serve beside you.
Beccy and I can honestly say we
didn’t have a favorite assignment. We
enjoyed every stop along the way
because of the warriors we call
Airmen. We consider it an honor to
have been a part of your family – part
of the greatest space and missile force
the world has ever known. We have
been blessed. Our prayer is that God
blesses each and every one of you, and
may God continue to bless our nation
and the U.S. Air Force.
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Peak Performer
Name: Tech. Sgt. Chad Parsons
Organization: Alaska Air National Guard Headquarters, Detachment 1
Duty title: NCO in charge of standardization and evaluation
Time in service: 12 years, 3 months
Hometown: Algona, Iowa
Off-duty interests and hobbies: I
enjoy archery, hunting, fishing and
camping.
Why did you join the Air Force?
Originally I joined active-duty Air
Force for the college benefits. I
stayed for the security and the
opportunity to see a bit of the

country. After seeing most areas
of the country, I wanted to settle
in the area I liked most – so I separated from active duty and
joined the Alaska Air National
Guard.
What inspires you to do what you
do? I find inspiration in knowing

that what I do is part of something viduals to find their niche – missile
larger. The job I’m asked to do at
warning, space surveillance, satelmy level can be directlite command and conly related to the overtrol, test and evaluaall mission accomtion and so forth.
plishment of the 21st
There is something for
Space Wing and Air
everyone.
Force Space
What goals have you
Command. If the misset? My short-term
sion fails at my level,
goal is to graduate
the mission may fail
the NCO Academy
throughout the chain
with as much leader– I take that responsiship knowledge as
bility very seriously.
possible and put it
What is your favorite
into practice as a
part of your job? My
supervisor. My longTechnical Sgt.
Chad Parsons
favorite part of my job
term goals include
has to be the breadth
reaching the pinnacle
of opportunities to do new and dif- of the enlisted force structure
ferent things. In my career field,
and taking care of people along
there are numerous areas for indi- the way.
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Team Pete members
suffer vehicle accidents
A person struck another
vehicle while backing out of a
parking space in the Commissary
parking lot.
He called security forces
to report the incident. Patrolmen
arrived on scene and issued the driver a citation for improper backing.
Another person backing out
of a parking space in the Base
Exchange parking lot reported he
backed his vehicle into a vehicle.
He called security forces, who
responded and issued him a citation
for improper backing.
A person driving in the BX
parking lot reported she was in a
minor vehicle accident. She said
she couldn’t see, due to the sun
being in her eyes. The responding
officers issued her a citation for
failure to yield.
A bus entering the West Gate
scraped its side along a concrete
barrier. Security forces members
on scene issued the driver a citation
for hitting a fixed object.
A Team Pete member caused a
minor vehicle accident while backing out of a parking space in

the North American Aerospace
Defense Command operations
parking lot. He reported the accident, security forces members
responded and issued him a citation
for improper backing.

Peterson member
caught under influence
When a civilian attempted to
enter Peterson’s West Gate, he was
stopped by a security forces
member who noticed the driver’s
blood shot eyes and the smell of
alcohol coming from inside the
vehicle. The SFS member contacted the Colorado Springs Police
Department.
After arriving on scene, the
CSPD officer conducted a search of
the vehicle and found an ounce of
marijuana. Security forces escorted
the person off the installation.

Thieves caught
red-handed
An undercover Army Air
Force Exchange Services detective
called the 21st Security Forces
Squadron Law Enforcement Desk
to report he detained a person for
shoplifting. The person was caught
attempting to steal a package of
pens. The patrolmen arrived and
contacted the CSPD, who responded and issued a summons for
shoplifting.
Another person attempted to
steal make-up from the BX. The

CSPD responded and the incident
is under investigation.
A person attempted to steal
perfume from the BX. The undercover AAFES detective took her
into custody and contacted the
21st SFS. Security forces members
responded and contacted the CSPD
who issued her a summons for
shoplifting.

Vandals key Team Pete
member’s vehicle
A military member called the
Law Enforcement Desk to report
damage to his vehicle while parked
in the Contracting building, Building 982 parking lot. He noticed a
3-foot scratch, possibly made by a
key, while he was at work. Security
forces members responded and took
a report of the incident.

Peterson members
practice vigilance
An active-duty member
called security forces to report an
unattended package she noticed on
the way to her billeting room.
Security forces members
responded, determined the package
was suspicious and began evacuation of buildings within 500 feet.
During the evacuation, a person told the patrolmen the package
belonged to her. She then opened
the package to reveal mail-order
makeup.

Briefs, from Page 5
Asian-Pacific American Heritage
Committee announces meeting
The Asian-Pacific American Heritage Committee
meets from 11 a.m. to noon every Wednesday in the
Mission Support Building atrium. Anyone interested is
welcome to attend. For information, call Dolorina
Daniels at 556-7039, Capt. Cristina Deakin at 5548584, Senior Master Sgt. Susan Lasiter at 552-4420 or
Master Sgt. Concessa Hubbard at 556-8032.

Professional Development Center
hosts Silver Bullets class
The Professional Development Center will host
a Silver Bullets class from 8 to 11 a.m. March 10 and
from 1 to 4 p.m. March 17. This course teaches
servicemembers how to effectively write military
packages. The PDC is located in Building 350,
suite 2129. For information, call 556-9226 or 5569158 or e-mail kristin.clark@peterson.af.mil or
sarah.sparks@ peterson.af.mil.

Soldiers earn cash for referrals
The Army is implementing a new recruiting
incentive, paying Soldiers $1,000 for referring applicants who enlist, complete basic training and graduate
advance individual training. The referral must be listed by the Soldier at www.usarec.army.mil/smart/ prior
to the new recruit’s first meeting with a recruiter. The
dates of eligibility for the bonus run through Dec. 31,
2007. For information, visit www.goarmy.com.

Peterson JPPSO office
announces closure
The Joint Personal Property Processing Office
here will be closed from 7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. March 20
for official training. For emergencies, call 554-9231.
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Team Pete congratulates the following members on graduation from the
Peterson NCO Academy:
Tech. Sgts. Clifford Adams, Air
Force Space Command; Jason Bradley,
21st Operations Group; Robert Cawley,
21st Security Forces Squadron; Shawn
Costley, 367th Recruiting Squadron;
Eric Doolittle, 21st Operations Support
Squadron; Samuel Frontera-Ocasio,

A IR F ORCE
A SSISTANCE F UND

21st Aeromedical Dental Squadron;
Catherine Grover, 21st Medical
Operations Squadron; Jason Hodson,
76th Space Control Squadron; Wayne
Howard, Combatant Commanders
Command and Control Systems Group;
Daniel Kenemore, United States Air
Force Academy; Brian Madison, 21st
Medical Support Squadron; Mark
Murphy, 614th Space Communications

Squadron; Robert Nickell, 21st OSS;
Chantel Parker, AFSPC; Kevin
Richard, AFSPC; Kathleen Salvione,
AFSPC; Jacob Triplett, 76th SPCS and
Shane Williams, 731st Airlift Squadron.
Congratulations to the AFSPC
2005 Maintenance Award winners: 21st
SCS, medium unit CommunicationsElectronics and Space and Missile
Systems Center, Logistics Directorate,
Large Depot.
Congratulations to the ASPC
2005 Lt. Gen. Leo Marquez Award

The Air Force Assis t ance F und kic ks of f t oday.
The AFAF w as es t ablished t o pr ovide an annual ef for t
t o r aise funds for the charit able af f iliat es that provide
suppor t t o Air Force member s or f amilies in need.

Winners in the CommunicationsElectronics Maintenance categories:
Capt. Kevin Sorrels, Space and
Missile Systems Center, Company
Grade Manager and Master Sgt. Kevn
Wagner, 21st Maintenance Group,
Supervisor Manager.
Congratulations to the 2005
Communications and Information
Award winners: 721st Communications
Squadron, Lt. Gen. Harold W. Grant;
and Tech. Sgt. Raymond Sanchez, Jr.,
721st CS, NCO of the Year.

Eac h unit should ha v e an AFAF r epr esent ativ e.
F or information or t o ge t inv olv ed with AFAF,
call 1s t Lt. Cher yl Collins at 556-489 4.
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Another day in Iraq
By Airman 1st Class
Jairo Ramirez
21st Logistics Readiness Squadron

It was 7 p.m. on a frigid Friday,
but it felt like any other day. I arrived
late at the bus stop. I made it to work
on time, but I don’t know how.
That was the first of many surprises that night. As soon as we arrived
at our building, the noise only a C-17
could make alerted me to the incoming
workload.
I thought to myself, “It’s just
another download-upload like the other
10 we do on a daily basis.”
We were about to take over the
shift and heard someone on the radio.
It was another plane calling in.
As soon as I heard it, I knew we
had to pull this through without any
delays. For some reason I wasn’t surprised when I found out the outbound
cargo loads weren’t ready. We had
very little time.
Some of us had to finish taking
the cargo off the plane while others got
the two new loads ready for both
planes. In no time, it seemed, the second plane had landed.
That made the commander
very anxious. It’s not good to have

two planes, worth more than $100
million each, stationary in the middle
of enemy territory.
Everyone was rushing us. The
crews weren’t happy; the commander
followed every move we made. We had
to hurry – without sacrificing an ounce
of safety. We knew that if we couldn’t
launch these aircraft on time we would
pay a very high price.
In addition to the pressing mission, the air was filled with helicopters and though it was not helping
my sanity, I knew deep down, they
were the ones protecting us from the
enemy presence.
My head was cluttered with
thoughts of everything that could go
wrong. First on that list was the threat
of being attacked. Accidents, an unhappy crew and angry commanders followed closely.
But before I knew it, my mind
was clear. I only had one objective. It
was to get those planes out of there as
soon as possible.
It was like an out-of-body experience. All the training I had received
before my deployment suddenly kicked
in. I wasn’t the only one, all of my coworkers went into the same state of
mind. Everyone knew what to do.

Commander-in-Chiefs
Answers on Page 16

Airman 1st Class Jairo
Ramirez is located at a
forward operating location
30 miles east of Mosul.

No words were spoken, it was just
flawless actions of people who, in a
moment of distress, became a team – a
team able to accomplish seemingly
impossible tasks.
We got the planes off the ground
in no time. This was when I realized
my deployment to Iraq was going to be

a great experience, comparable to no
other. I saw how people evolved from
individuals into teams and how personalities changed to fit into the bigger
picture. Before I knew it, it was time to
get ready to do it all over again six or
seven times that night, as well as every
night for the rest of my deployment.

22. Weight Watcher goal
26. 7th President Jackson
29. Theater system
30. Enter again
32. Singer Horne
33. Most gloomy
37. Hair product
38. A-Team actor
39. Keep ___ tongue from evil...
40. Millipede or centipede
44. Male red deer
46. Bother
47. Office supply company
48. Correctly
51. 16th President
53. Garden spot
54. ___ 36-2903
55. Fury
56. 1st President
63. Sultan
64. Oklahoma town
65. Store (fodder) in a silo
66. Concorde, in brief
67. Dem.’s opposite
68. Matched up

10. Loathe
11. Debonair
12. Slanted
16. Chicken
18. Farthest away
22. Rapper ___ Kim
23. Greek letter
24. More reasonable
25. Celebrate
26. Shiite religious authority
27. Nat’l talk radio
28. Opus ___
31. Maryland players
34. Moral
35. Stiff, cylindrical military dress
hat
36. Austria and Italy neighbor
41. TMO items
42. Stadium cheer
43. Makes a god of
45. SpikeTV once
48. 2nd or 6th President
49. Kelly’s co-host
50. Languid
52. Fool
53. Before, poetically
56. Fray
57. Sweetened beverage
58. Resin
59. Home to Let’s Make A Deal
land Extreme Dodgeball
60. ___-tac-toe
61. Bullring cheer
62. Homer’s neighbor

DOWN

ACROSS
1. Bhutan capital
7. Faucet
10. Crazy __ _ loon
13. NBA “bad boy” Dennis
14. Mining goal

15. 41st or 43rd President
17. 34th President
19. Food fish
20. Pot-au-___; French meats and
vegetables dish
21. Cooker

1. Cuba in Boyz n the Hood
2. ___ polloi; the masses
3. Mil. CAC cards
4. Married French woman, in
short
5. Canadian winter resort site
6. Not listened to
7. Drag behind
8. Who __ you?
9. Each

(Courtesy of the 71st Flying
Training Wing Public Affairs)

Photo by Stefan Bocchino

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Mike Phillips

Photo by Airman 1st Class Mandy Weightman

1st Lt. Jason Parker, 21st Space Communications Squadron deputy commander of information systems flight and 21st Space Wing Company Grade
Officer of the Year, reviews network operations and maintenance paperwork
for Peterson Monday.

Senior Master Sgt. Bryan Rainey, 21st Security Forces Squadron first sergeant
and 21st SW First Sergeant of the Year, shares some news Monday with Senior
Airman James Brown, 21st SFS, who has recently returned from deployment.

Michael Puleo, 21st Aerospace Medicine Squadron environmental program
manager and 21st Space Wing Civilian of the Year, Category III, oversees
Airman 1st Class Melany Witzel, bioenvironmental engineer apprentice, during a weekly inspection of a Hazardous Material identification chemical
agent detector Monday.

Wing recognizes top performers
By Airman 1st Class
Mandy Weightman
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Photo by Stefan Bocchino

Staff Sgt. Robert McDonald, 21st Space Communications Squadron circuit
actions NCO and 21st Space Wing NCO of the Year, tests circuits for new
equipment installation on the Peterson computer network Monday.

The 21st Space Wing’s best of the
best of 2005 were recognized during the
annual awards banquet Feb. 23 at the
Enlisted Club here.
Col. Jay G. Santee, 21st SW commander, presented the awards.
“All of the nominees represent the
skill and dedication that makes this wing
what it is,” Colonel Santee said. “They
are the example of the type of people
who will help save the nation.”
The 21st SW annual award winners are:
Airman: Senior Airman Dana
Skillman, 21st Aerospace Medicine
Squadron
NCO: Staff Sgt. Robert McDonald,
21st Space Communications Squadron

Senior NCO: Senior Master Sgt.
Matthew Josefowicz, 21st Contracting
Squadron
First sergeant: Senior Master Sgt.
Bryan Rainey, 21st Security Forces
Squadron
Company Grade Officer: 1st Lt.
Jason Parker, 21st SCS
Civilian, Category I: Dolorina
Daniels, 21st Comptroller Squadron
Civilian, Category II: Kathleen
Nelson, 21st SW Judge Advocate Office
Civilian, Category III: Michael
Puleo, 21st AMDS
Airman Skillman, an aerospace
medical service journeyman, deployed in
support of Operation Enduring Freedom
and Iraqi Freedom, volunteered in the
local community and is a leader in the
Junior Enlisted Association.
Sergeant McDonald, a systems control technician, was a lead technician in

the Peterson Air and Space Day, attended
college courses and is his unit’s booster
club president.
Sergeant Josefowicz, 21st CONS
superintendent, served as first sergeant
as an additional duty, oversaw more than
$10 billion in contracts and acquisitions
and helped organize the annual first sergeant golf tournament.
Sergeant Rainey, 21st SFS first
sergeant, organized a two-day first sergeant conference, spearheaded efforts to
secure lifetime membership to Military
Order of Purple Heart for an injured
security forces member and is the president of the Pikes Peak Top Three.
Lieutenant Parker, Information
Systems Flight deputy commander, was
the base communication lead for a presidential visit, build the first-ever “one
stop comm shop” and led the base-wide
Hurricane Katrina relief food drive.

~

Ms. Daniels, chief of disbursing for
the largest wing in Air Force Space
Command, provided customer support to
12,000 customers including tenant unit
members and assisted in collecting
clothes and money for victims of
Hurricane Katrina.
Ms. Nelson, victim witness assistance program liaison, advised 50 Team
Pete victims, founded the Team Pete
Helping Agency Group and promotes
assault awareness and prevention
through planning “Yellow Dress” education programs.
Mr. Puleo, environmental program
manager, prescribed water disinfection at
Army exercise site keeping 500 deployers healthy and is a Eucharistic minister
for the base parish.
The 21st SW annual award winners
will go on to compete for the 14th Air
Force annual awards.

Photo by Senior Airman Shawn Clements

Senior Master Sgt. Matthew Josefowicz, 21st Contracting Squadron superintendent and 21st SW Senior NCO of the Year, reviews the squadron alpha roster. Sergeant Josefowicz also serves as the additional duty first sergeant.

Photo by Senior Airman Shawn Clements

Photo by Staff Sgt. Olenda Pena-Perez

Photo by Senior Airman Shawn Clements

Kathy Nelson, 21st Space Wing victim witness assistance program liaison,
speaks with a potential victim. Ms. Nelson won the 21st SW Civilian of the
Year, Category II.

Senior Airman Dana Skillman, 21st Aerospace Medicine Squadron aerospace
medical service journeyman and 21st SW Airman of the Year, checks a
patient’s blood pressure at the Schriever Clinic Monday.

A customer hands travel voucher documents to Dolly Daniels, 21st
Comptroller Squadron deputy chief of disbursements. Ms. Daniels won the
21st SW Civilian of the Year, Category I.
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Peterson youth sports program sets standards
By Margie Arnold
21st Services Marketing

Photo by Senior Airman Shawn Clements

Kaley Walsh practices her shooting during a 3-4 year
old basketball practice at the Youth Center.

The 21st Space Wing commander recognized
the successes of the R.P. Lee Youth Center’s youth
sports program here recently.
Col. Jay G. Santee presented the Excellence
in Youth Sports Award to R.P. Lee Youth Center
Director Jane Marie Kopycinski and Youth Sports
Director Les Stewart.
The Excellence in Youth Sports Award is
given annually by the National Alliance for Youth
Sports and Athletic Business magazine. It honors
programs across the country for superior jobs of
providing diverse activities with a focus on providing safe and positive experiences for all participants – children, parents and coaches.
The Peterson Youth Sports Program was one
of five programs in the nation to receive the award.
Mr. Stewart credited the success and the
excellence of the youth sports program to the parents and coaches, and described them as the backbone to the success of any youth sports program.
“The parents and coaches won that award. It
belongs to them because they symbolize what the
award is all about,” Mr. Stewart said. “Without our
great parents and coaches, we would not have the
top-notch programs we do.”
With a number of active-duty members volunteering as coaches for youth sports, their time
on the court or playing field can be interrupted
by deployment or changes in duty stations. Mr.
Stewart said anyone interested in sports or in
being positive role models for children should
consider being a coach for the center’s youth
sports program.
“I almost always need coaches,” he said.
“The need is great because we have so many children who want to play sports.”
According to recent numbers, the youth
sports program alone has grown from 423 participants in 2001 to more than 2,600 in 2005.

Deployed Spouse’s Dinner

Come join us for dinner and

6 p.m. Mar. 3 at the Peterson

prizes

AFB Chapel

Free mountain bike raffle

CAREER FAIR OF THE ROCKIES

Ms. Kopycinski, who has served as youth
center director at Peterson for more than seven
years, noted that the quality of the center’s programs has soared along with its growth.
“Winning the Excellence in Youth Sports
Award is a true reflection of the quality of programming offered at Peterson’s Youth Center,” she
said. “Participation in the youth center soared in
2005 with an increase of 30 percent in youth
sports programs alone, and youth and teens
logged in over 4,300 hours in recreational programs. Being a recipient of this award was a
pinnacle for Peterson and the 21st Services
Squadron, laying the foundation for higher aspirations of serving the families of our community.”
In addition to its youth sports program, the
youth center offers other programs to fit the
needs of children and their parents. These programs include the School-Age Care Program,
Before and After School Programs, the Part Day
Enrichment Program, Open Recreation Programs
and Pre-Teen and Teen Programs. These programs
follow the guidelines established by the Air Force,
the Boys and Girls Club of America, National 4H, National After-School Alliance, National
Association of Education of Young Children and
the National Youth Sports Coaches Association.
The center also hosts various summer
camps. The full-day camp offers care for up to 10
hours per day to children who have completed
kindergarten through 12 years of age. This camp
includes field trips and club activities. The adventure camps offer exciting outings in rock climbing, whitewater rafting and hiking. Youth sports
camps include tennis, archery, inline hockey, soccer, basketball, flag football and Broncos camp.
Space is limited for all camps, so early registration is encouraged. Registration for all summer
camps will be held from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. April
14 in the youth center gym.
For information about the R.P. Lee Youth
Center or its programs, call 556-7220.

March 14

Who should attend: Veteran job seekers, transitioning service members from all
branches including separating United States Air Force junior officers and retirees
throughout the Pikes Peak Region, Colorado Front Range, Wyoming, New Mexico,
Utah, South Dakota, Oklahoma and Nebraska.
When: March 14 at 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Sheraton Hotel, 2886 South Circle Drive, Colorado Springs
How to register: Attendees should pre-register at www.ppwfc.org. Click on Job
Seekers, then on hiring events. There is no charge for job seekers to attend.

Guardian Challenge Contest
Submit your suggestion for a
Guardian Challenge fight song

The winner will receive a
2006 Guardian Challenge Jacket.
Submit a CD with the song c hoice to Lt. Col. Nina Ar ma gno a t the
21st Oper a tions Gr oup fr ont of f ice b y Mar c h 2. Include name , unit
and phone n umber on the CD .

Answers from Page 13
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on teworthy
To submit information

March is National
Womens History
Month

Friday, March 3

Friday, March 3

Air Force Assistance
Fund kick-off

Gen. Lance W. Lord
Air Force Space
Command
commander, retires

Deployed Spouses’
Dinner 6 p.m. at the
Base Chapel

Saturday March 4

Saturday, March 4

Brig. Gen.
William Kane
302nd Airlift Wing
Commander retirement

302nd Airlift Wing
Change of Command

for the base calendar, e-mail

space.observer@peterson.af.mil

Thursday, March 2

10 a.m., Building 210 Bay 1

For information, call 556-4442
Saturday, March 4 through
Saturday, March 11

21st Space Wing
Red Devil Exercise

Correction: In the Order of the Sword article, published Feb. 16, General Lord was misquoted. The quote should have indicated that the general’s first
duty assignment was Grand Forks, N.D.

The Learning Channel,
British Broadcasting
Corporation
seek children for
new TV program.

The 21st Space Wing Public Affairs office has
received a request from TLC and BBC looking for
military children for a new TV program.
This innovative documentary series will capture American life through the eyes of 7-11 year-olds
film video diaries of their lives. The broadcast agencies will train the children to use the camera and
then give them the freedom to decide what to film.
They are seeking children of all backgrounds

and personalities. Does your child have an interesting story to tell? A wonderful imagination? A unique
view of life? Whether your child is shy or outgoing,
funny or serious, stubborn or cooperative – they
want to meet them!
The deadline for this program is March 20. If
you are interested in learning more, contact the
21st Space Wing Public Affairs office at 556-3785 or
556-4698.

