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Medical exercise presents opportunity for admin to shine
By Airman 1st Class
Jessica Andrews
302nd Aeromedical Staging Squadron
unit public affairs representative

Officers and senior enlisted members met from the 302nd Aeromedical
Staging Squadron March 5 to discuss
ways to make their upcoming Contingency Aeromedical Staging Facility exercise the best and most productive yet.
Typically, the training has been
done outside and on a C-130 for patient
loads. During CASF training, the medical squadron uses a fixed location to
meet all of its medical treatment needs
to simulate a wartime situation.
During this year’s exercise, which
takes place May 7, the Aeromedical
Staging Squadron wants to focus on
operational components such as security, sweep team procedures, facility management, administrative and logistics
work. Radio communication will also be
made a top priority because it plays a
major factor in wartime communication.
Capt. Brook Elkins, 302nd ASTS

health services administrator, said a
mass casualty situation is not just about
the medical component. He said, in reality, the logistics person will be busier
than the medics. While there may be
dozens of medics in the field, there are
only a handful of logistics people running around, trying to ensure everyone
gets the equipment they need. He said
unit members need to become experts
on the operational side.
“Everyone gets to practice litter
carries and other medical aspects every
time there is a drill like this,” he said.
“But resources need to be known,
what’s coming in and what’s going out.
If the medics are the muscle, then
admin is the nervous system keeping
everything running.”
Col. Karen Baldi, 302nd ASTS
chief of aerospace medicine, echoes this
sentiment.
“This is a great opportunity for
admin to shine,” she said. She’s been
deployed and knows how important the
role of medical admin is to the mission.
“Medical admin is important because

we live in an information-rich world. If
the information is wrong, the database
incomplete or the medical record missing, the system breaks down. The people who keep the information flowing
provide the grease to the wheels of
this system. Whether it’s in wartime
or peacetime, home station or
deployed, we could not work efficiently without them.”
“I want our administrative section,
the 4A’s, to be put to the test, give us the
hardest work,” said Capt. Samuel
Downs, 302nd ASTS health services
administrator. “Our NCOs will be up to
the challenge and this will be a great
opportunity for cross training. We have
several new NCOs and Airmen and
each opportunity we have to share our
experiences and test our skills is a welcomed event.”
Another change being discussed is
adding a class just to learn about the
Airman’s Manual during the exercise.
“I’m a huge fan of the Airman’s
Manual,” Captain Elkins expressed to

See Exercise, Page 4

The 302nd Airlift Wing, the only
Air Force Reserve flying unit in
Colorado, is the largest tenant
organization at Peterson AFB.
Approximately 1,320 people and
250 full-time personnel are assigned
to the 302nd AW, which is one of 17
C-130 Reserve units located
throughout the nation.
The mission of the 302nd is to
train, equip and employ airlift forces
in worldwide support of our nation's
vital interests. In wartime, the applicable military theater commander
uses the aircrews and C-130s to
conduct those same operations.

Phony MyPay Web sites
may be identity theft traps
The Air Force mandated the use of the MyPay
Web site to receive payroll products such as leave and
earnings statements and net pay advices.
It was recently discovered that there are copycat
or look-a-like Web sites designed to fool members into
thinking they are using the official MyPay Web site.
These sites request personal information that could
cause a variety of problems for members such as identity theft.
Members are reminded that the official Web
site is https://mypay.dfas.mil. For information or
questions about MyPay, call the Peterson Finance
Office at 556-4770.
Photo by Dennis Plummer

There are some copycat sites that use
“mypay” in the web address. They are:

www.mypay.com
www.mypay.se/indexen
www.mypaysolutions.com
www.mypayloanservices.com
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Signing America’s guitar
Staff Sgt. Justin Thornton, 302nd Maintenance Squadron, talks with tour manager Sherry Ehrenberg,
while accepting an autographed photo of Raymond Harris, who is standing in the background. Mr.
Harris came to Peterson Air Force Base to get several Airmen’s autographs on what he calls
America’s Guitar. Mr. Harris is traveling across the world to U.S. military installations getting troops
to sign guitars. The military members’ names will be read and then the guitar played at the Grand Ole
Opry. “I wanted to do my part to give back to the troops and support the troops,” Mr. Harris said. He
says it will take him five years to visit every U.S. Military installation.

Returning to service

Red Devil

Air Force nurse trades in stripes for
gold bars.

Exercise preps Airmen for rigors of
deployment.
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Base-wide power outage
from midnight to 6 a.m.
Sunday, March 26
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U.S., Allies work to
keep skies threat free
By Col. Jay G. Santee
21st Space Wing commander

Royal Air Force Fylingdales,
Ballistic Missile Early Warning Site III
is a unit of the 21st Space Wing and
RAF Strike Command responsible for
conducting world-class space superiority through missile warning and space
surveillance.
RAF Fylingdales is a joint enterprise between the United States and
Great Britain for the protection of the
North American continent and the
United Kingdom. The radar is a strategic asset owned and provided by the
U.S. Air Force operated by the RAF.
It was built as the final of the
three BMEWS sites primarily estab-

2,560 individual
transmit and
receive modules.
The unit currently
executes the missile
lished to give missile
warning and space surwarning coverage for Soviet
veillance missions and will
missile attacks coming
soon execute a critical misover the poles and became
sile defense mission.
operational in 1964. The
The primary mission is
original system featured
missile warning, providing
three 84-foot diameter radar
early warning missile launch
dishes housed in white
and predicted impact data to
radome covers resembling
the Missile Correlation
giant golf balls.
Center in Cheyenne
The mechanical radar
Mountain and to the United
operated for 28 years with
Kingdom Missile Warning
only 13 hours of unschedCenter in High Wycombe,
Col.
uled service interruption. The
England. Fylingdales focusJay G. Santee
golf balls were replaced with
es on five defended areas.
the world’s only three faced Solid State They are North America, England, and
Phased Array Radar in 1992. It is a
Northern, Central and Southern
truncated pyramid approximately 120
Europe.
feet high and each of its three faces is
As a space surveillance unit,
84 feet across. Each face supports
Fylingdales is smartly located. With a

three-faced radar at this location, the
unit makes a substantial contribution to
space situational awareness tracking
over half of the 9,500 space objects
orbiting the earth. The radar currently
processes approximately 6,000 tracks
per day to contribute to the Space
Surveillance Network.
Currently Fylingdales is undergoing the Upgrade Early Warning Radar
modification so it can play a vital role
in the missile defense mission. As a
UEWR site, the radar will detect and
formulate critical flight data on any
hostile missiles within its coverage.
This data will be transmitted to interceptors (kinetic kill vehicles) to defend
missile attacks against North America.
The Air Force and the RAF have
executed combined operations for more
than 40 years. RAF Fylingdales,
BMEWS Site III is one of the finest
examples of “conducting world-class
space superiority operations” vital to
“Saving the Nation!”

Detachment keeps space situational awareness at peak
By Capt. Rudi DiAmco
20th Space Control Squadron crew commander

The Navy Fence and Alternate Space Control
Center missions in Dahlgren, Va., officially transferred
to the Air Force Oct 1, 2004, under the 20th Space
Control Squadron as Detachment 1.
The ASCC functions as the alternate to the Joint
Space Operations Center and provides freedom of
action in space for the United States and its allies by
performing space situational awareness and space surveillance under United States Strategic Command’s
space control mission. The ASCC processes all manmade and environmental threat activities against the
United States’ and allied satellites and ground stations.
The ASCC provides accurate positional data on
all manmade, earth-orbiting space objects by effectively directing the Space Surveillance Network, providing in-depth orbital analysis on these space objects
and efficiently disseminating orbital positional data to
customers worldwide.

The Navy Fence was one of the military’s first
tracking assets, and the use of its technology was
instrumental in the development of our current array of

space surveillance sensors.
In the 1950s, the Naval Research Lab formulated
a space surveillance test program that used a United
States Army ground-based transmitter at Fort
Monmouth, N.J., to bounce signals off orbiting satellites, and tracking stations to receive the signals. This
pioneering tracking system led to the concept of tracking satellites by reflecting signals off them.
Following a successful demonstration of the
experimental system in 1958, NRL immediately began
construction of the world’s first system capable of
detecting satellites in orbit around the Earth. Signals
recorded at the sites as space objects passed through
the high-energy radar were transmitted to the former
Naval Ordnance Laboratory at Dahlgren. There, some
of DOD’s largest computers of that time calculated
orbit predictions.
The utility of the space surveillance concept was
proven on Feb. 11, 1960, when the capsule of
Discoverer 8, lost during a de-orbit attempt the previous year, was detected and identified.

See Space, Page 3

A Moment in Time

March 16, 1916
The first military aerial reconnaissance flight is made over Mexican
territory.
March 17, 1911
The first Curtiss airplane is bought
by the Army Signal Corps.
March 17, 1971
Jane Leslie Holley becomes the
first woman to commission
through the Air Force Reserve
Officer Training Corps program.
She is a graduate of Auburn
University, Ala.
March 18, 1971
Capt. Marcelite Jordon becomes
the first woman aircraft maintenance officer after completing
the Aircraft Maintenance Officer
School.
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Letter to Airmen: Air Force Smart Operations 21
Editor’s Note: The following is a
letter to Airmen from Secretary of the
Air Force Michael Wynne.

For information on how
the LEAN program
affects Team Pete, call
the Military Personnel
Flight at 556-1716.

Our role as an Air Force is to provide an array of capabilities for the
combatant commanders to use as
directed by the President. These capabilities include the widest variety of
joint operations from combat operations to humanitarian aid. Like any
other organization, we must seek to
constantly give value to our “customers.” It’s not only the right thing to
do for the American taxpayer; it’s the
smart thing to do.
In my December “Letter to
Airmen,” I talked about expanding
LEAN concepts beyond just depot
operations. That effort has now grown
into Air Force Smart Operations 21, a
dedicated effort to maximize value and
minimize waste in our operations.
AFSO 21 is a leadership program for
commanders and supervisors at all levels, looking at each process from
beginning to end. It doesn’t just look at
how we can do each task better, but
asks the tougher and more important
question: Why are we doing it this

way? Is each of the tasks relevant, productive and value added? In other
words is it necessary at all? With
AFSO 21, we will march unnecessary
work out the door – forever.
AFSO 21 signifies a shift in our
thinking. It is centered on processes
(groups of tasks) rather than tasks
alone, which allows us to gain insights
into the value, or lack of value, in each
task we perform. For example, why
does an EPR take 21 days at some
bases to process, and only eight at
others? We must do better across the
entire Air Force, and no process is
immune from this critical review.
AFSO 21 is built on successful principles from the corporate world, and has
already yielded results in the Air
Force. AFMC has used the tenets of
AFSO 21 to put an extra 100 tankers
back on the line each day. AFSO 21 is
about working smarter to deliver
warfighting capabilities.
We must continue to meet our
worldwide requirements even with the

Space, from Page 2
Congratulations to the following
major selects:
Capts. Daniel Woodford, Air
Force Operational Test and Evaluation
Center Detachment 4; and Robert
Oakes, AFOTEC Det. 4.
Three 21st Space Wing members
were named 14th Air Force Annual
Award winners for 2005: 1st Lt. Jason
Parker, 21st Space Communications
Squadron, was named Company Grade
Officer of the Year; Staff Sgt. Robert
McDonald, 21st SCS, was named
NCO of the Year and Senior Master
Sgt. Brian Rainey, 21st Security
Forces Squadron, was named First
Sergeant of the Year.
Congratulations to the 21st
Services Squadron for winning the
2006 Air Force Space Command
General Curtis E. Lemay Award.

Re-enlistees
Congratulations to the following
Team Pete members who reenlisted in
February:
Master Sgt. Julie Dollar, Air
Force Space Command Detachment 4;
Senior Airman Samuel Helfrich, 21st
Civil Engineer Squadron; Senior
Airman Ray Smith, 21st Operations
Support Squadron; Staff Sgt. Danielle
Sutton, 21st Medical Operations
Squadron; Staff Sgt. Jason Adams,
21st Security Forces Squadron; Tech.
Sgt. Roy Shaw, 21st SFS; Master Sgt.
Dan Lavergne, Air Force Space
Command; Staff Sgt. Thomas
Valenzuela, 367th Recruiting
Squadron; Senior Airman Jerome
Black, 21 CES; Staff Sgt. John
Grijalva, AFSPC.

Guardian Challenge
Dinner & Auction

In November 1960, the Joint
Chiefs of Staff placed the Navy’s space
surveillance sensor under the operational control of the North American
Aerospace Defense Command to serve
as an integral component of NORAD’s
space detection and tracking system.
The Fence, also known as the Air
Force Space Surveillance System, currently consists of three transmitters and
six receivers located along the 33rd parallel in the United States. Transmitters
are located at Gila River, Ariz.; Lake
Kickapoo, Texas; and Jordan Lake, Ala.;
Receivers are located at Fort Stewart,
Ga.; Hawkinsville, Ga.; Silver Lake,
Miss.; Red River, Ark.; Elephant Butte,
N.M.; and San Diego, Calif.
The system can detect basketballsized objects in orbit around the Earth
out to an effective range of 15,000 nautical miles. Once the object’s location
and general direction of movement are

continued pressure on our budget. But
AFSO 21 is not about cost cutting; it
enables our service to take our
warfighters of today and grow them
into the most effective and efficient
thinkers for 2010 and beyond. The continuous process improvements of
AFSO 21 will be the new culture of our
Air Force. We will look at innovative
ways to use our materiel and personnel
more efficiently. For example, we’re
already planning on using the Guard
and Reserve differently under the concept of Total Force Integration, capitalizing on their inherent strengths.
As AFSO 21 training comes to
your base, ask yourself, “What have I
improved today?” Every idea is worth
taking to your supervisor. To learn
more about the AFSO 21 program,
visit the AFSO 21 Web site at
www.afso21.hq.af.mil. I have full faith
that by implementing AFSO 21 together, we will make our Air Force not only
more effective, but will drastically
improve our combat capability.
determined, Air Force Fence operators
notify JSpOC, which can then direct a
tracking radar to make a more precise
determination of the object’s characteristics. More than 5 million satellite
detections, or observations, are collected by the Fence each month.
The Alternate Space Control center will play an increasingly significant
role over the next several years as the
JSpOC transitions to their new location
at Vandenberg AFB, Calif. Detachment
1 is continuously improving their capabilities and is currently performing
critical upgrades which will provide
them and the SSN a new orbital tool
to keep pace with the latest technological advances.
As we progress in our space capabilities, the Air Force Fence and
Alternate Space Control Center missions will continue to play a prominent
role in providing space situational
awareness to our warfighters across
the globe.

Come suppor t the
2004 Aldridg e Tr oph y W inner s

March 31 at the Officers’ Club
Social begins at 5:30 p.m.
$10 dinner buffet will follow
Dress is civilian clothes

Pr oceeds g o
to w ar d funding
21st Space W ing
Teams

For reservations, call
21st Operations Group POC: Capt. Cayouette at 556-5206
21st Medical Group POC: Staff Sgt. Kyndra Humphreys at 556-1611
21st Space Wing Director of Staff POC: Capt. Amy Sufak 556-5185
21st Maintenance Support Group POC: Tech. Sgt. Sarah Sparks at 556-9158
721st Security Forces Squadron POC: Staff Sgt. LaRona Mitchell at 474-2064
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The devil is in the details
Exercise tests Team Pete’s deployment skills
By Senior Airman
Jessica Switzer
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Several Team Pete members spent
seven days learning how to handle
themselves in situations they may be
faced with when deployed during an
exercise from March 4 through 9 at Fort
Carson.
Exercise Red Devil was designed
to take everyone assigned to the upcoming Air Expeditionary Force cycle and
prepare them for things they may face
while deployed, said Staff Sgt. Jeffrey
Schlabs, 21st Space Wing Inspector
General Exercises NCO in charge.
The exercise was different from
other exercises because it actually took
the deployers out to a deployed location
to stay the night, he said. They fired
both live and simulated rounds and they
actually ran convoys like they would
downrange.

Team Pete members were challenged with improvised explosive
device recognition, convoy operations,
self aid and buddy care, battlefield communication and the challenge of operating in a nuclear, biological or chemical
environment, said Capt. Jeffrey Russell,
21st SW Wing Exercises chief.
“We do these things so our folks
can learn to survive, fight and win
under some very tough and demanding
circumstances,” he said. “The troops
really took to heart that this knowledge
could save their, their buddies or their
team’s lives.”
In addition to the convoy and
weapons training, the participants from
all over the 21st SW, Air Force Space
Command and other tenant units, went
through training to improve their confidence in their NBC gear.
“It was pretty fun,” said Staff Sgt.
Travis Hoff, 21st Civil Engineer
Squadron structural journeyman and

Exercise, from Page 1
the group. “In an exercise, if you don’t have an
Airman’s Manual, you fail as a leader. That book will
tell you what to do in any situation.”
Reservists might be disappointed that this year’s
exercise will not be outside or on a C-130, but in contrast to previous years, this will be more practical
experience that will put the whole situation into con-

Photo by Senior Airman Jessica Switzer

Airman 1st Class Cherese Erdovegi, 21st Civil Engineer Squadron firefighter
apprentice, and Staff Sgt. Jeff Fackler, 21st Space Communications Squadron
Geographically Separated Unit Network functional area manager, exit the
“tear gas chamber” during the Red Devil exercise March 6.

Red Devil participant. “We don’t always
get intense training like this. I definitely
like doing this kind of thing.”
Participants may have had fun but
that was only secondary to the goal of
making sure Airmen will return from
their deployment.
“Making sure these Airmen sur-

text. Exercise planners are looking into bringing security forces and civil engineering on board to make the
exercise as realistic as possible. Medical admin will
also play a key role in actually practicing their jobs,
unlike before.
“The CASF exercise this year will highlight the
contribution the admin staff makes to our wartime
mission,” Colonel Baldi said. “They staff the MCC
[Medical Control Center] which is the brain of the

vive whatever they may face while
deployed was the goal behind the exercise, but seeing them enjoy what they
were doing was an added bonus,”
Sergeant Schlabs said. “By going to a
Red Devil exercise, the deployers who
will be going down range will be better
prepared for their jobs.”

operation. They communicate with the rest of the base
operations, manage patient movement, and their baggage, secure computer systems, account for personnel
after each alarm red, compile readiness reports, performance reports and push through the paperwork for
supplies, and manning.
“This is all of the behind the scenes work that
allows the medical staff to focus on patient care,” she
said.
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Nurse trades stripes for gold bars after 22 year break in service
By Airman 1st Class
Mandy Weightman
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

A 21st Space Wing master sergeant was the first Air Force member
to salute his newly-commissioned wife
in a ceremony here March 8.
Second Lt. Janie Frey received
her commission as part of an Air Force
nursing program. Her husband, Master
Sgt. Jake Frey, 21st Operations Support
Squadron Surveillance systems integration NCO in charge was the first to
honor her status as an Air Force officer.
“It was amazing to have him be
the first to salute me,” Lieutenant
Frey said. “I can’t think of anyone
more appropriate than the person
who has stood beside me and given
me the encouragement and confidence
I needed to see this through – he is
my best friend.”
Lieutenant Frey enlisted in the
Air Force in 1981 but served only two
and a half years before having to separate due to a hardship.
“I enjoyed every minute of my
enlistment – once basic training was
over – and regretted separating from
active duty,” she said. “I always wondered how far up the ranks I would

have been by now and when the opportunity came up to come back in as an
officer, I couldn’t pass it up.”
A little more than a decade
after she separated from the Air
Force, Lieutenant Frey met her husband through a mutual friend. Since
then, the relationship has been one
filled with both happy memories
and sacrifices.
“She gave up a great position
with Memorial Hospital here in
Colorado Springs to move with me to
Beale Air Force Base in California,”
Sergeant Frey said. “Then she graciously sacrificed three years of her
career to stay at home with our daughter and never complained once – I am
so grateful for her patience.”
Sergeant Frey returned the favor,
his wife said, by taking care of the
home when she had classes or clinical
evaluations. They stuck together
through her second recruiting process
and said her commission is a joint
victory.
“This was a ‘second opportunity’
that we just couldn’t pass up,”
Sergeant Frey said. “I have been her
biggest advocate in her commissioning process. I know she will have
plenty of help from co-workers and

Photo by Senior Airman Shawn Clements

Master Sgt. Jake Frey, 21st Operations Support Squadron, pins second lieutenant bars on his wife, Janie, during her commissioning ceremony March 8.
Lieutenant Frey was not required to be in uniform for the ceremony.

peers, but I want to be there as her
very own special mentor. I want to be
‘the crusty old senior NCO who takes
her under his wing.’”
The couple said the salute they
shared during her commissioning ceremony was a perfect symbol of the journey they are completing and the one
they are about to embark on.

“We are each other’s wingman,”
Sergeant Frey said. “She is going to be
a fine officer. She puts so much care
into everything she is involved with – I
am so proud of her.”
The new lieutenant will attend
Officer Training School in May and
will return to Colorado Springs as a
nurse at the U.S. Air Force Academy.

Visit t he S pace O bserver o nline a t w ww.csmng.com
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Drug dog faces retirement, seeks new home
By Senior Airman Jessica Switzer
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

He is not your average dog.
He’s sniffed out more than 34 narcotics finds and
the largest marijuana find in Department of Defense
history during his service as a narcotics detector dog.
Now, as his service to the Air Force comes to a close,
Nero, an 8-year-old German Shepard, is looking for a
new home and a family to take him in.
“Nero is a fun-loving dog and has been great to
work with,” said Staff Sgt. Michael Collard, Nero’s
military working dog handler from the 21st Security
Forces Squadron. “His personality as a goofy dog can
raise your spirits and has helped me work on even the
worst days.”
While he gets along well with his human counterparts, Nero is known to be aggressive toward other
animals.
“We’re looking for families who don’t have other
pets and aren’t planning on getting other pets after
they get Nero because he really doesn’t get along with
other animals,” said Staff Sgt. Tony Davis, 21st SFS
military working dog handler. “We really want to place
him in a good home. He’ll be neutered and he’s really
a fun dog to be around.”
People who are interested in adopting Nero can
call Master Sgt. Mark Dedrick, 21st SFS kennel master at 556-7333.

Photo by Airman First Classs Mandy Weightman

Nero, an 8-year-old male German Shepherd, exits a tube while running the base military working dog
obstacle course here Monday. Nero has spent his life searching for narcotics, but now he is ready to
settle down with a family and enjoy his retirement.
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Professional Development Center
hosts classes, briefings
The Professional Development Center will host a
Silver Bullets class from 1 to 4 p.m. Friday. This course
teaches servicemembers how to effectively write bullet
statements for military packages. The center will also
host an Air Force Office of Special Investigations
recruiting briefing from 9 to 10 a.m. Monday for
enlisted people ranks E-1 through E-4 and officer’s
ranks O-1 through O-3 who are not subject to force
shaping. The center will hold a mentoring session from
1 to 3 p.m. Tuesday and a Four Lenses Workshop from
noon to 4 p.m. Wednesday for enlisted people ranks E1 through E-4 and their immediate supervisors.
The PDC is located in Building 350, suite 2129.
For information, call 556-9226 or 556-9158 or e-mail
kristin.clark@peterson.af.mil or sarah.sparks@peterson.af.mil.

Family Support Center hosts briefings
The Family Support Center will offer a
Sponsorship Training class from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m.
Tuesday and April 18. The class prepares sponsors to
meet the needs of inbound personnel and sponsored
family members. This class is required for anyone who
has not sponsored someone in six months or more.
The center will host a “Bundles for Babies”
class from 1 to 3:30 p.m. Wednesday. Expectant Air
Force parents may attend the class to learn about
budgeting for a baby, calming a baby, coping with
stressors and Air Force Aid Society Programs.
Eligible Air Force Families will receive a “baby bundle” that includes a blanket, crib sheet, towel and
other baby items. Other branches of service may
attend the briefing on a space-available basis.
The FSC will offer a job orientation class from 1
to 2 p.m. March 23 for all eligible people seeking fullor part-time employment and who are new to the job

market. It gives an overview of how the FSC can help
with a job search.
There is an Employment and Transition
Assistance Program seminar Monday through March
23 and April 17 through 20. The seminar covers topics
designed to help servicemembers transitioning into the
civilian workforce.
A Resume Review Class is from 9 to 11 a.m.
March 28 at the FSC. People can bring a draft or final
copy of their resume for a professional evaluation.
Classes are held in the FSC classroom, located in
Building 350, Room 1016. For information or to register for classes, call 556-6141.

Peterson JPPSO office
announces closure
The Joint Personal Property Processing Office
here will be closed from 7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday
for official training. For emergencies, call 554-9231.

Officers’ Club hosts Team Pete
Annual Awards Banquet
The 2005 Team Peterson Outstanding Professionals’ Annual Awards Banquet begins at 6 p.m.
March 23 at the Officers’ Club. Cost is $22 for club
members and $25 for non-members. Dress is semiformal or mess dress. For information, call Senior
Master Sgt. Thomas Trottier at 556-1339.

21st Medical Group announces closure
The 21st Medical Group at Peterson Air Force
Base and Schriever AFB will be closed from 7:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. March 23 for the 21st Space Wing
Warrior Day. For information, call 556-2273.

Pikes Peak Community College
announces upcoming classes
The next eight-week term for on-base classes
begins Monday. The deadline to register for this term

is Friday. All active-duty personnel and their dependents who are interested in registering for classes at
Pikes Peak Community College should check with the
PPCC staff at the Peterson Education Center, Building
1141, Room 112 to confirm the classes members
are interested in are not being offered on-base
through Military Programs. There are no student fees
for classes available through Military Programs.
Servicemembers interested in taking off-base classes
will be charged student fees, including a non-refundable registration fee. In the event an off-base class is
dropped to register for an on-base class, the nonrefundable registration fee will still apply. This fee
can’t be paid by tuition assistance.
For information, call Ronald Shields, Military
Programs program manager, at 574-1169 Ext. 102 or
e-mail ron.shields@ppcc.edu.

Pikes Peak Top 3 offers enlisted
education grant
Any active duty person, ranks E-1 through E-6
assigned to the Peterson Complex may apply for one of
five $50 grants each quarter. Individuals applying must
be pursuing an associates degree, bachelors degree or
technical certificate program. All applications are due
to Master Sgt. Steven Weishaar at 834-4787, or Master
Sgt. April Smurda at 692-1725 no later than March 31
for second quarter grants. For information, visit
www.pikespeaktop3.org/grant/eegip.htm.

HAWC jams with juniors
The Peterson Health and Wellness Center is holding a “junior jam” class for children ages 6 through 13
years old. The four-week long class teaches healthy
eating and physical activity for children and their
parents. It will be held from 3 to 4 p.m. the first
four Mondays of each month. For information, call
556-4295.

See Briefs, Page 10
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An AAFES undercover detective
contacted security forces to report he’d
detained a woman for shoplifting body
jewelry from the BX. A CSPD patrolman responded and issued a summons
for shoplifting.

Members caught shoplifting
An Army Air Force Exchange
Services undercover detective called
security forces to report he’d detained
a civilian for shoplifting various items
worth more than $416 at the Base
Exchange. A 21st Security Forces
Squadron member responded and called
the Colorado Springs Police Department.
A CSPD officer arrived on scene and
issued a summons for shoplifting.

Minor vehicle accidents
plague Team Pete members
Two Team Pete members were
involved in a minor vehicle accident
near the West Gate of the installation.
One car had damage, while the other
had none. Security forces members
arrived on scene, completed a State of
Colorado Accident Report and issued a
citation for following too closely.
A driver backed his car into

Briefs, from Page 8
Space event seeks security volunteers
Security volunteers are needed for the 22nd
Annual National Space Symposium. More than 6,500
people are expected to attend the event, including space
industry leaders and military and government officials.
It will be held April 3 through 6 at the Broadmoor Hotel
in Colorado Springs. For information, call 567-2042 or
567-7271 or e-mail david.carr@schriever.af.mil or
tammy.schad@schriever.af.mil.

Webster University opens enrollment
Enrollment for the second spring term at Webster
University is now open. The term dates are from
Monday through May 19. Returning students can enroll
online, via fax, phone or in person. Students must forward a copy of their tuition assistance forms to the
Webster office for billing before the add/drop date for

another vehicle in the Peterson Clinic
parking lot. The drivers reported the
accident to the 21st SFS law enforcement desk. Patrolmen arrived on
scene, documented the accident and
issued a citation for improper backing
techniques.
A driver backed his car into another vehicle in the Shoppette parking lot.
The driver called security forces to report
the accident. A patrolman arrived on
scene, took a report of the accident and
issued a citation for improper backing
techniques.
Two people were driving west on
Dover Street when one stopped at the
intersection of Dover and Suffolk streets
and the other didn’t. The second person

each term. New or prospective students can schedule an
advising appointment by calling 574-7562.

Asian-Pacific American Heritage
Committee announces meeting
The Asian-Pacific American Heritage Committee
meets from 11 a.m. to noon every Wednesday in the
Mission Support Building atrium. Anyone interested is
welcome to attend. For information, call Dolorina
Daniels at 556-7039, Capt. Cristina Deakin at 5548584, Senior Master Sgt. Susan Lasiter at 552-4420 or
Master Sgt. Concessa Hubbard at 556-8032.

TRICARE begins new dental contract
The TRICARE Management Activity started its
new TRICARE Dental Program contract with United
Concordia Companies Inc. Feb. 1. Under the new contract, TRICARE added benefits to the dental program
including dental implants and related prosthetics,

hit the rear of the first person’s vehicle.
Security Forces responded and issued a
citation for careless driving.
Two vehicles were involved in an
accident on Paine Street, when one driver didn’t yield to another. Security
forces members responded and issued a
citation for failure to yield right-of-way.

Servicemember caught
driving under the influence
A servicemember was stopped at
the West Gate, and detained due to
smelling like alcohol. The driver had
bloodshot eyes, smelled of alcohol and
admitted to consuming alcohol. He was
given a breathalyzer test and the results
were negative.

extended restorative services to teeth affected by attrition, erosion, abrasion and congenital or developmental defects. All current TDP-enrolled members should
have received a new personalized TDP ID card and
benefit booklet prior to the contract taking effect. For
information, call the 21st Medical Group beneficiary
counselor and assistance coordinator at 556-1016.

TRICARE Online helps families link to
healthcare information
TRICARE Online.com links people to healthcare
services, resources and information through a secure
Internet environment. The site allows people to schedule
appointments, access contact information, clinic hours
and view TRICARE programs like dental and pharmacy services. People can also create a personal health
journal. For information, call the Beneficiary Counselor
and Assistance Coordinator at 556-1016 or visit the
TRICARE Service Center at the 21st Medical Group.

www.peterson.af.mil
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Celebrating Women’s History
Answers on Page 19

ACROSS

1. Dined
4. Sprocket
7. First director of the Women’s
Auxiliary Air Corps
12. Omnipotent being

13. Chanticleer
15. X-Games trick
16. Pilot with 5+ kills
17. Greek island
18. First American-born saint
19. Mission of UAVs

20. First woman to fly solo across
Atlantic
22. Nothing
23. Savor
24. Precious stone
27. Earn
29. Adjusted to make suitable
32. Spoken words at military
enlistment
36. First woman secretary of a
U.S. military branch
37. Taiwan city
39. Corrects
40. First woman astronaut to
command a space shuttle mission.
41. First woman U.S. attorney general
42. Bahamas capital
43. Decade divisions, in short
46. Bother
47. Woodworking tools
52. MCI competitor
54. First woman member of a
presidential cabinet
56. Gun lobby
57. First African-American woman
to receive a patent
61. Metric weights
62. Grammy-nominated woman
rapper Li’l ___
63. War god
64. Clairvoyants
65. Nickname for 34th president
66. Dutch style of glazed earthenware
67. Concorde, in brief
68. Actor Beatty

DOWN

1. Afresh
2. A warning
3. First woman to swim the English

Channel (1926)
4. 24 ACROSS weight
5. Musical theater
6. Roman Empire invaders
7. Entertain
8. Bullring cheer
9. Classic sandwich
10. Account of a person’s life
11. Desire
13. AF Exec.’s office symbol
14. Tidy
21. Government
24. Alumna
25. Snakelike fish
26. 1550 to Cicero
28. Works hard
30. Heaven
31. Bother
33. Samoan capital
34. Teacher’s status
35. Towel marking
36. Battle
37. Amphibian
38. Too
40. Dr.’s helper
44. First woman elected to the
U.S. House of Representatives
45. Hit
48. Large, commodious boats
49. Open ___ military treaty
50. Heaps
51. Shot
53. Domesticated
54. Nuisance
55. Draft org.
57. Gallivant
58. Mining goal
59. Baby or mineral
60. ___ Leppard
(Courtesy of the 71st Flying
Training Wing Public Affairs)
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NCO looks back on 25 years
By Senior Master Sgt. Tim Little
Air Force Space Command Air Traffic Control and Landing
Systems superintendent

“

The flags waving, the
feeling of patriotism
and camaraderie are
all things you can’t
help but remember

”

– Senior Master Sgt. Tim Little

March Services events

In celebration of St. Patrick’s Day, the 21st
Services Squadron is hosting numerous events Friday.
The Officers’ Club will hold a membership
appreciation breakfast from 8 to 9:30 a.m. costing
members $1. For information, call 556-4181.
The Aero Club will offer $10-per-hour discount
on all Cessnas and Arrows for customers wearing
green and orange. For information, call 556-4310.
The Silver Spruce Golf Course Pro Shop will
hold a sale offering 10 percent off of all merchandise

Editor’s note: This is the second in a series
of articles by Senior Master Sgt. Tim Little, who
has recently decided to retire.
As retirement looms, I find myself pondering my last 25 years more and more. My wife
asked me the other day, “What will you remember most?”
My flippant answer was that I will
remember my boss telling me we no longer do
a weekly activity report, but we now do a daily
activity report once a week (I did the math and
I think that means we still do a weekly report).
Seriously, I will remember lots of things big
and small but there are a few things that stand
out in my mind.
First, I recollect the days when two of my
troops were promoted under the Stripes for
Exceptional Performers program. Both promotions are examples of the awesome talent I have been privileged to work with;
getting these two highly-deserving
NCOs promoted under my watch
was just a small but powerful
reminder of all the superb people I have worked with.
Second, I will always
remember receiving my
second Meritorious

except golf balls and golf gloves. For information, call
556-7414.
The Fitness and Sports Center will host a 5k run
beginning at 11:30 a.m. People who wish to participate

Service Medal because my parents were visiting
from Michigan and were at the ceremony. I
remember the following morning, finding my
stoic and strong father reading the citation while
a tear ran down his cheek. He turned, hugged
me and told me how proud he was of me.
The third thing is arriving back at my duty
station following a deployment to Turkey during
Desert Storm. The flags waving, the feeling of
patriotism and camaraderie are all things you
can’t help but remember.
I also remember the 356 young people I
recruited into the Air Force, specifically the
time I was at an NCO Academy graduation and,
lo-and-behold, a young man who I had recruited
some 10 years prior stepped up on stage to
accept his Distinguished Graduate award. It
made me realize the many ways in which I have
impacted my Air Force.
These are the kinds of things that are
foremost in my memories. Sure there are a lot
of “weekly-reports-disguised-as-daily-reports”
kinds of memories, but the ones that will
stay with me for the rest of my life are the
emotional ones.
I tried to dig up some of the resentment
and frustrations that I must have felt over a
career spanning 25 years, but the trying times
just don’t seem to carry the weight and importance of the fond memories.

can sign up at the front desk of the center. For information, call 556-4462 or 556-1515.
The Strike Zone Café, the Bowling Center’s
snack bar, will serve corned beef and cabbage as the
daily special and will offer green beer. For information, call 556-4607.
The Officers’ Club will host an Irish lunch buffet
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. The cost is $6.95 for members
and $8.95 for non-members. The club will also host a
social hour from 4:30 to 8:30 p.m. For information,
call 556-4181.

The Learning Channel, British Broadcasting
Corporation seek children for TV program
The 21st Space Wing
Public Affairs office has
received a request from
TLC and BBC
looking for military children
for a new TV
program.
This innovative documentary
series will
capture
American life
through the
eyes of 7 to 11
year olds film video
diaries of their lives. The
broadcast agencies will
train the children to use
the camera and then give
them the freedom to
decide what to film.
They are seeking chil-

dren of all backgrounds
and personalities. Does
your child have an interesting story to
tell? A wonderful imagination? A
unique view
of life?
Whether
your child is
shy or outgoing, funny or
serious, stubborn or cooperative – they want to
meet them!
The deadline for this
program is March 20. If
you are interested in
learning more, contact
the 21st Space Wing
Public Affairs office at
556-3785 or 556-4698.

FREE ADVERTISING!
Do you sell food, clothes, candles, toys, cosmetics, baskets or pottery?
Do you make an amazing dessert or offer lessons in dance, music or art?
Get your company’s name out in front of people who have money in
their pockets! Team 21 is looking for donations to use for a fundraising
auction Friday March 31. All proceeds will be used to to buy jackets,
shirts, hats, patches and pins for Guardian Challenge competitors.
Guardian Challenge is Air Force Space Command’s premier Space and
Missile Competition that showcases the command’s best of the best
security forces, communications, chefs, and space and missile operators. The 21 Space Wing will have 10 teams competing from units in 4
countries in May at Vandenberg Air Force Base in Lompoc, Calif.
If you have something to donate, could offer a gift certificate for a free
service or know of a business who would like to participate call Amy at
471-9731
The Team 21 Association is a private organization and no endorsement by the
21st Space Wing, United States Air Force, or the United States Government is
either expressed, implied or intended.

Photo by Larry Hulst

Staff Sgt. Tina Walker, 21st Aeromedical Dental Squadron, waits for
her turn to get off the bus during the deployment line portion of the
21st Space Wing Red Devil exercise March 3.

PRF preps Airmen
for deployment

Photo by Joe Fischer

Roll is taken prior to processing for the Red Devil Exercise outside of Building 123.

Photo by Larry Hulst

Airmen participating in the Red Devil Exercise wait in line to process through
the deployment line March 3. The Personnel Readiness Function team sets up

By Senior Airman Jessica Switzer

training and travel arrangements for people tasked for deployment and people who participate in major exercises.

“The process is the same, but the requirements
have changed,” Sergeant Serrano said. “Obviously if
you go to Iraq you will need a weapon and specific
equipment. If you go stateside you don’t need that
Everyone who has deployed from Team Pete has
equipment.”
seen them. They make sure people selected for
deployment are up to date with their training.
While PRF gets the deployment machine rolling,
The 21st Space Wing Personnel Readiness
scheduling travel arrangements, setting up travel dates
Function is the headquarters and heart of the Peterson
and making sure people deploying can get the proper
deployment machine.
uniforms, people who are deploying are responsible for
“We touch every single person who is deploying
getting their own checklists accomplished.
and every single person who is tasked for an exercise,”
“We try to ensure that everyone is ready to go
said Master Sgt. Harvey Kraft, 21st Mission Support
and they have what they need,” Sergeant Kraft said.
Squadron Personnel Readiness Function superinten“We give them the checklists and schedule the training
dent of personnel readiness.
but it’s their responsibility to make sure everything is
The PRF team said the best thing people can do
taken care of.”
to help with their own deployments is to keep up on
The PRF has another aspect to it that makes it
their training requirements like Self Aid and Buddy
different from any other personnel function. They are
Care, Nuclear Biological and Chemical Training and
the only one that works in a classified environment,
it’s all a part of the process they go through for every
person deploying.
“Once we put everything about a tasking together, all that information makes the information classified,” Sergeant Kraft said.
When a tasking comes through on the classified
system, the people in the PRF tell units what is needed
for an exercise or deployment. The unit’s job is then to
identify the person who is deploying. Once the individual has been tasked, the PRF kicks into high gear.
“We give them all their checklists and make sure
they are the right person for the tasker,” Sergeant
Serrano said. “We make sure all the training and
requirements are filled before that person goes on that
deployment.”
Putting the right people in the right places, making sure people are properly trained and equipped for
deployments and exercises manages to keep the people
in the PRF busy regardless of the AEF cycle.
“I haven’t seen a lull in the pace since I started
working in this area,” Sergeant Serrano said.
With the current pace of operations the PRF
doesn’t expect a rest any time soon. They will continue to keep doing what they need to do and make sure
Photo by Joe Fischer
Airman 1st Class Jay Nelson, 21st Logistics Readiness Squadron passenger terminal service agent, is the right people get to the right places with the right
assisted by Capt. Allison Chisolm, 21st Space Wing Judge Advocate's Office, as Airman 1st Class Stacey equipment and training by working with people
throughout the deployment process.
Low 21st SWJA looks on during the Red Devil deployment inprocessing March 3.
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

staying up to date on their weapons qualifications.
“We’ve had to pull people out of deployment
lines and replace them at the last minute because they
weren’t up to date on their training,” said Staff Sgt.
Luis Serrano, 21st MSS Personnel Readiness Function
NCO in charge. “Besides it’s good to be up on your
training because people have been deployed with little
or no notice before.”
Sergeant Kraft said in the worst cases people
may be notified they are deploying as little as three
days before they have to be in place. People who are
identified for an AEF should have their training and
deployment folder in order so they’re ready for a short
notice deployment.
In addition to deployments, the PRF makes sure
people are ready when they participate in major exercises around the world. However, the process is much
the same.

Photo by Senior Airman Jessica Switzer

Photo by Larry Hulst

Airmen participating in the Red Devil exercise don their protective gear after completing the “gas chamber” portion of training. The PRF makes sure everyone who deploys
from the Peterson Complex has the proper equipment.

Staff Sgt. Cari Ellis, 21st ADOS, steps off the bus during the deployment
line portion of the Red Devil exercise March 3.

Ready to go?

The following are a few things to
have ready or accomplished before
your AEF bucket rolls around:
 Make sure your Service Member’s Group Life
Insurance information is up to date.
 Make sure your DD form 93 Record of Emergency Data, obtained from Virtual MPF, is up to
date.
 Have all required training completed like NBC,

M-16 and other weapons qualifications gas mask fit test. It only adds
to the stress of leaving home to
have to cram a whole year’s worth of training into
a week when you would rather spend it with family.
 Make sure you take care of your family care
issues like updating wills, power of attorneys, set
up payment for bills and arrange for other personal matters to be taken care of.
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Crashing into reality
Security Forces member faces aircraft disaster

By Senior Airman Matt O’Brien
721st Security Forces Squadron

When I first saw the site, it blew
my mind to see all the destruction. I’ve
never dealt with a plane crash before.
I think the part that hit me the
hardest was to see the cockpit mostly
intact with the pilot’s helmet and flight
gloves still there.
I was stationed at a base in
Southwest Asia. The day of the crash
seemed like it was just going to be
another day – then the call came.
My flight chief was to rendezvous at the readiness squadron. It
wasn’t a big deal at first but gradually, as I thought about it more, it
dawned on me that something serious
must be going on.
Rumors began to fly among the
cops I worked with. A Global Hawk

had taken off a half hour earlier and
several people speculated that it had
crashed. I headed to the entry control
point of the area I was in and the people there told me they had heard the U2 maintenance folks talking about a U2 crash 30 miles off base.
When I was relieved from my
post I went to the armory where I got
the straight facts from the operations
superintendent. A U-2 had gone down
off base and the pilot died in the crash.
I wasn’t one of the first responders on the sight, a convoy was already
headed out when I returned to the
armory. I did, however, feel a sense of
pride in my unit when I learned a few
members from my team were a part of
the convoy along with a couple of people from the U-2 squadron who went
to retrieve the pilot’s body.
The next night I was posted at the

transportation compound. I was a little
unnerved when I discovered Mortuary
Affairs, where the pilot’s body had
been kept, was in the same area.
Two nights after the crash, I was
scheduled to go to the site. I didn’t get
much sleep the night before I headed
out. I drove the lead vehicle out to the
site, and it took my mind off of our
actual destination. We traveled through
sand dunes and other territory
unknown to me. Then I saw the crash.
The next few days were a blur of
stress and work. We didn’t have any
days off and people were struggling to
find their own way to deal with what

had happened. Many of us had seen the
pilot alive and well just days before or
even the day of the crash.
Months later the accident board
determined an in flight loss of power to
multifunctional displays during a critical phase of flight just before landing
confused the pilot into believing his
engines were not functioning properly.
The engines were fine, but 63 seconds
after the power loss, it was all over.
The whole experience was definitely an eye opener and with luck it’s
something I’ll never have to go
through again.

Enlisted Against Drunk Driving
Protecting you and your family members by providing a safe
alternative to drinking and driving.
Please call us!
Fri. - Sat. 10 p.m. - 3 a.m.
Phone: 719-556-6384 or 55 NO DUI

St. Patrick’s Day
Fun Run
11:30 a.m.
Peterson Air Force Base
Sports and Fitness Center
Friday
For information, call 556-4462

www.peterson.af.mil
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Friday, March 17

noteworthy
To submit information
for the base calendar, e-mail

space.observer@peterson.af.mil

March is National
Women’s History
Month

St.
Patrick’s
Day

Friday, March 17

Tuesday, March 21

Major Promotion
Party

Mentoring Session

4 p.m. at the Officers’ Club

1 to 3 p.m. at the
Professional Development Center
For information, call 556-9226

Thursday, March 23

Thursday, March 23

Friday, March 24

21st Space Wing
Fit-to-Fight workout

Team Pete Annual
Awards Banquet

21st Space Wing
Commander’s Call

7 a.m. at the Sports and
Fitness Center

6 p.m. at the Officers’ Club
For information, call 556-1339

2 p.m. at the Base Auditorium
For information, call 556-4871
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Answers from Page 12

A IR F ORCE
A SSISTANCE F UND
The Air Force Assistance Fund
kicks off today. The AFAF was established to provide an annual effort to
raise funds for the charitable affiliates that provide support to Air
Force members or families in need.
Photo by Airman 1st Class Mandy Weightman

Good Dog!
Staff Sgt. Joe Villalobos, 21st Security Forces Squadron Military Working Dog handler, participates in a
building search exercise in the Wing Headquarters building here Feb. 27.

Each unit should have an AFAF
representative. For information or to
get involved with AFAF, call 1st Lt.
Cheryl Collins at 556-4894.
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