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15th CMSAF takes first look at space
By Tech. Sgt. Kate Rust
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

On his first visit here July 28 as
the top enlisted servicemember in the
Air Force, Chief Master Sgt. of the Air
Force Rodney McKinley stressed the
importance of recognizing, leading and
taking care of Airmen.
“I want to focus on our junior
enlisted to make sure we take care of
them,” he said. “We need to put leadership tools into the supervisors’ hands
and make them the best supervisors
they can be.
“I also want Airmen across the
Air Force to be proud to be Airmen,”
Chief McKinley said. “When an
Airman goes to basic training, he transforms from being a trainee into being
an Airman. That is a very important
emotional event – he can finally be
called ‘Airman.’ But at his first duty
station we start calling our Airmen
‘kids’ and start calling them ‘troops.’
An Airman deserves to be called
Airman, regardless if he’s an airman
basic or a four-star general.”
Chief McKinley has had some
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Newly appointed Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force Rodney J. McKinley greets
Master Sgt. Michael Owen, 21st Security Force Squadron first sergeant, while
visiting the Peterson Air Force Base Airman Leadership School. The CMSAF
visited the schoolhouse and Headquarters Air Force Space Command July
28. He is the top enlisted member of the Air Force.

time to craft his vision of Airman pride;
he first joined the Air Force in 1974 as
an emergency room medic. After taking a four-and-a-half year break, he
came back in 1982 as an aircraft
mechanic. He went on to serve as a first

sergeant for 10 years before becoming
a command chief and, in June, the chief
master sergeant of the Air Force.
“Airman pride is also about how
well Airmen wear the uniform, how
physically fit they are, how they act in

public, how well they take care of dorm
rooms and facilities,” Chief McKinley
said. “When we go to other countries to
do our job, we need to concentrate on
how we perform or how we act when
we’re in another country, because we’re
representing our country. Take pride in
being an Airman in our United States
Air Force.”
Chief McKinley acknowledged
the key to the challenges ahead for
Airmen in a smaller force with a higher operations tempo is good leadership
at all levels.
“Because we are downsizing and
have a smaller Air Force, the quality of
every Airman has to be absolutely
unquestioned,” he said. “It all stems
from leadership. Leaders need to make
sure we give proper performance feedback and proper performance ratings to
reward the people who are doing the
great jobs. For those people who have
areas to improve, let them know how to
improve – give them the tools to
improve. When we do that, we improve
the quality of the Air Force.”
While visiting headquarters, Air

See Space, Page 11

Guardian Challenge
pits wing against wing
By Steve Brady
21st Space Wing public affairs

Guardian Challenge, the annual
competition in which Air Force Space
Command pits wing against wing in a
head-to-head competition in individual
mission categories, launches the final
phase of competition Sunday.
Guardian Challenge is the only
space and missile warfighter competition in the Air Force. Originally called
“Curtain Raiser” and then “Olympic
Arena” under Strategic Air Command,
the event dates back to 1967. Although
Guardian Challenge was cancelled in
2005, the legacy resumes with the 38th
competition this year.
In a money saving move, teams
competed at their home stations
instead of traveling to a centralized
point. A panel of judges evaluated
each of the teams at their home
station, and the winner will be
announced at the awards banquet,
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For comple t e Guardian
Challenge co v erage see the
inser t inside this edition.
being held here Thursday.
During the judging, helicopter
crews competed in navigation, hover
and post-maintenance checkout tasks –
GC is the only competition Air Forcewide for helicopters.
In other competition, mainte-
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Civic leaders meet Airmen
Staff Sgt. Michael Smith, 21st Security Forces Squadron, explains a M240 to retired Maj. Gen. Larry Fortner, district manager for Northrup
Grumman Space Technology. Mr. Fortner was part of the Thirty Group
visit to base Thursday. The group received an overview of the plan for
future growth here, as well as a tour of the base.

See Challenge, Page 4
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Guardian Challenge
comes to Peterson
By Col. Jay G. Santee

Space Command and
21st Space Wing
agencies.
From lodging to
On behalf of the men
meals, communications to
and women of the Air
protocol, and contracting to
Force’s only space superilogistics, hundreds of peoority wing, welcome to
ple from multiple agencies
Guardian Challenge! For
have devoted months of
the first time in GC histowork and countless man
ry, Peterson Air Force Base
hours planning every detail.
is hosting the greatest comThey too are winners, and
petition in Air Force Space
have given us the best they
Command. I want to
Col.
have to prepare for the
extend my heartfelt thanks
Jay G. Santee
event.
to all those who’ve made
About 950 people from eight difthis historical event a success.
With it comes the culmination of ferent wings are expected for the competition. Those 950 people bring the
months of planning by both Air Force

21st Space Wing commander

need for more
rooms, flights, fuel
and food from not
only Peterson, but
the surrounding area
as well. The estimated economic
impact of the competition is $725,000,
according to finance
officials here.
Local organizers will take away
lessons learned to
make the next
Challenge here bigger
and better, and the best
team will receive a trophy,
and bragging rights, until the
next Guardian Challenge in two years.
In the end, all the teams competing here have the right to hold their
heads high. They are the best of the

best, representing their respective
wings, in space command’s finest
competition.
While I’m eager to see champions emerge (and I’ll certainly be rooting for the 21st Space
Wing), I have already
seen a championship
performance in the
effort and teamwork that went
into the planning
and execution of
this memorable
week. I’d also like
to extend my congratulations to all those
competitors who’ve
earned their rightful place in
this fierce competition. Your hard
work and dedication is the reason
AFSPC remains the greatest command
in the Air Force. Good luck.

Airmen represent
21st Space Wing
The following Airmen are representing the
21st Space Wing in the Guardian Challenge
competition. In the security forces competition,
from the 21st Security Forces Squadron: Staff
Sgt. Joshua Botteicher, Staff Sgt. Landon
Elledge, Senior Airman Eric Brown, Senior
Airman Anthony Derominos and Senior Airman
Brian Marshall.
In the communications competition, from
the 21st Space Communication Squadron: Staff
Sgt. Terence Brown and Senior Airman Allan
Franklin.
In the space operations category, from the
20th Space Control Squadron at Eglin AFB, Fla.:
2nd Lt. Steven Viveiros, Staff Sgt. Michael
Eickhoff and Senior Airman Cindy Johnson.
Also in the Space Operations category, from
RAF Fylingdales, are Flight Lt. (Capt.) Judith
Davies, Flight Sgt. (Senior Master Sgt.) Mike
Bartlett, Flight Sgt. (Senior Master Sgt.) Paul
McGowen, Cpl. (Tech. Sgt.) Adam Field and
Senior Aircraftman (Senior Airman) Mark
Gardner.
In the chef competition, from 21st Services
Squadron, are Staff Sgt. James Martinez and
Airman 1st Class Daniel Voiselle.
The 21st Space Wing is also represented by
the Knights mascot, Airman 1st Class Ian
Archibald, 21st Comptroller Squadron.
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Warrior Airmen
Peterson Air Force Base congratulates the following Airmen who will represent Team Pete in the
Guardian Challenge security forces competition. They are (left to right): Senior Airman Eric Brown,
Staff Sgt. Landon Elledge, Senior Airman Brian Marshall, Staff Sgt. Joshua Botteicher and Senior
Airman Anthony Deromanis. The team is coached by Tech. Sgt. Jeramy White (not pictured).

21st Space Wing Commander
Col. Jay G. Santee
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Chief Pfingston visits Airmen, shares wisdom
By Senior Airman
Jessica Switzer
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

The 10th chief master sergeant of
the Air Force visited Peterson July 28 to
speak to Airmen.
The 10th Chief Master Sgt. of the
Air Force, Gary Pfingston, spoke to
Airmen here about force shaping, the
importance of physical fitness and
reminded everyone there that what they
did was important.
Chief Pfingston spoke on his early
years in the Air Force and then opened
the floor to questions, getting the ball
rolling with a question of his own first.
“If you were king for a day and
you could change one thing, what
would it be?” he asked.
One Airman told the chief he
would allow servicemembers to opt

into the Montgomery G.I. Bill several
times in their career, rather than the one
time they are currently allowed during
basic training.
“That’s a good idea,” Chief
Pfingston said. “There are several
organizations out there right now lobbying to get something like that working.”
It was this acceptance of any
question from any source that
impressed some Airmen most, but that
wasn’t everything.
“It was good that he answered all
the questions from everyone and if he
didn’t have the answer he told you he
didn’t have the answer,” said Airman
Jennie Malecha, 21st Services Forces
Squadron cook. “He took ideas from
everyone and I admired that. He didn’t
beat around the bush and was genuinely willing to take your ideas and try to
make a difference.”

“I really enjoyed hearing him
speak,” Airman Malecha said. “I’m
new to the Air Force and it was great to
get this insight into the history of the
Air Force.”
At the end of the session Chief
Pfingston asked the audience if they
could remember the last time they were
told they were doing a good job. Not
through a nomination for an award but
an “honest to God, to your face, pat on
the back.”
“Well everyone here can now
because I’m doing it right now,” he
said.
“It upped my morale to hear him
remind us we’re the best and what we
do is important,” Airman Malecha said.
“Sometimes in the day-to-day hustle
we forget that and it was nice to get that
reminder that what we do makes a difference.”

The 10th Chief Master Sgt. of the
Air Force Gary Pfingston

Chief Pfingston served as Chief
Master Sergeant of the Air Force from
1990 to 1994. The day after he took the
position Iraq invaded Kuwait to start
the first Iraq war.

Air Force releases Staff Sergeant promotion list
The following senior airmen were selected for
promotion to staff sergeant:
Michael Benson and Gregory Martin, 1st
Space Control Squadron; Michael Broady,
Edwardo Ramirez, Shanna Tenney* and
Christopher Whitehead*, 13th Air Support
Operations Squadron; Maria Paucar and Dana
Skillman, 21st Aerospace Medicine Squadron;
Donte Bishop, Kimberly Cullison, Jonathan Davi,
Thomas Gerth, Nicholas Hall, Donald Ingram,
Elias Kunishige, Robert Payne, Jeffrey Wyatt,
Seth Bostelman*, Gabriel Lira* and David Vann*,
21st Civil Engineer Squadron; Kira Matevie, 21st
Contracting Squadron; Nishant Patel and Natalie
Jensen*, 21st Comptroller Squadron; Tenea
Basinger, 21st Dental Squadron; Justin Baker and
Joshua Linville*, 21st Logistics Readiness
Squadron; Lornisa Borja, Oscar Rodriguez and
Maria Madden*, 21st Medical Operations
Squadron; Brian Talbott and Jeremiah Walker,
21st Medical Support Squadron; Ava Dunn*, 21st
Maintenance Operations Flight; and Christopher
Barnes, 21st Operations Support Squadron.
Joseph Verville, Daniel White, Kristopher

Ball*, Timothy Chatfield* and Jessica Miller*, 21
Space Communications Squadron; Christine
Burkard, Scott Carpenter, Jordan Freeman,
Brian Marshall, Alex Mattar, Ward Patrick,
Makelyia Sheppard, James Tillisch, Jennifer
Vorhies, Brett Williams and Jill Mclean*, 21st
Security Forces Squadron; Christy Diller, Anthony
Zachary, Julian Henao* and Enrique Trevino*,
21st Services Squadron; Marvin Santana, Kyle
Snyder and Jessica Switzer, 21st Space Wing;
Clint Daniels, Nicholas Guerra* and Marlene

Locks*, 367th Rescue Squadron; and Joseph
Venable, 721st Mission Support Group.
Lawrence Alexander, Francis Fountain,
James Hargrave, Jacob Hedgepeth, Alexis
Medina, Matthew Obrien, Jesse Stanton and
Rory Sturm Jr., 721st Security Forces Squadron;
Kelby Lajoie*, 76th Space Control Squadron;
Mark Grant, Pritchard Chessman* and Devlin
Stalion*, 821st Security Forces Squadron; Alirio
Flores and Andrew Way, 821st Support Squadron;
Kyle Boudreaux and Christopher Currier, 850th
Electronics System Group; John Ayre and Ronald
Jensen*, Air Force Space Command; Kierstan
Oteyrice and Arenda Prisby, Cheyenne Mountain
Operations Center; James Funk, Brandon Lindsey
and Shaketta Webbs, North American Aerospace
Defense Command; Andrew Roberts, U.S.
Northern Command; and Aron Alexander,
Garrison Balusek, Vicente Garren, Patrick
Snyder, Yolanda Yu, Ryan Prather* and
Anirudha Rane*, Space and Missile Systems
Center.
(* - denotes personnel incoming to Peterson
Air Force Base)

Visit the Space Observer online at
www.peterson.af.mil/21sw

R emember ing 9/11

The 21st Space Wing is looking for people to share
Sept. 11, 2001, experiences for a 5th anniversary
commemoration in the Space Observer.
We are looking for extraordinary stories from all career
fields, all ranks, civilians, contractors, spouses and even
children.
We are writing about the historical day from a global perspective so it’s important that we know what was going on
at all of our worldwide units as well as the crash sites.
All we need is a name and phone number or e-m
m ail of you
or someone you know who has a story to share. We’ll make
contact for an interview and write the story for publication.

E-m
m ail: s p a c e . o b s e r v e r @ p e t e r s o n . a f . m i l
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Air Force announces 2007 education opportunities
RANDOLPH AIR FORCE
BASE, Texas – Air Force officers interested in 2007 developmental education
opportunities must begin the application process in August.
A completed Air Force Form
3849 worksheet and senior rater nomination are due by Aug. 18 for officers
applying for the Olmsted Scholarship,
White House Fellowship, Mansfield
Fellowship or Information Assurance
Scholarship programs.
The application process and program details, including board convening dates, eligibility criteria and timelines are available on the Air Force
Personnel Center’s Web site at
http://ask.afpc.randolph.af.mil/docs/dp
a/developed/de_info_web_screen.ppt.
Application packages should be

sent no later than Oct. 31 to HQ
AFPC/DPAFE, 550 C Street
West, Suite 32, Randolph
AFB, Texas, 78150-4734.
Incomplete or late packages will not receive consideration.
The Olmsted
Scholarship Program
provides an opportunity for Air Force officers
to study in a foreign language at an international university abroad. The purpose of the program
is to provide officers with an in-depth
understanding of a foreign language
and culture so they will be knowledgeable and sensitive to the viewpoints and
concerns of people around the world as
they progress in their Air Force careers.

Challenge, from Page 1
nance, communications and operations crews tried
their hardest to be named best in AFSPC.
The last stage of competition, held at the Air
Force Academy and Schriever Air Force Base, features 10 security forces teams squaring-off to determine the best of the best in AFSPC. The competition
includes tactics evaluation, combat marksmanship
and an obstacle course.
At stake for the “home team” is retention of the
Aldridge Trophy.
The 21st Space Wing is defending its title in the
space operations competition. Although judging took
place in May, the winner will be announced at the
awards banquet.

Additional information is available at
http://www. olmstedfoundation.org/.
The
President’s
Commission on White
House Fellows selects 11 to
19 citizens each year.
The program’s purpose is to give highly
motivated Americans
an opportunity to gain
firsthand experience in the
process of governing the nation
and a sense of personal involvement in
the leadership of our society. For information go to http://www.whitehouse.
gov/fellows.
The
Mansfield
Fellowship
Exchange Program allows a select
group of federal employees to develop

The Aldridge Trophy, named after former
Secretary of the Air Force, Edward “Pete” Aldridge,
a strong supporter of satellite operations, goes to
the best space operations crew. Space operations
crews from the 21st, 50th and 460th Space Wings –
from Peterson, Schriever, and Buckley Air Force
bases, respectively, and the 310th Space Group
from Schriever – compete for the Aldridge Trophy
this year.
Other awards being announced during the banquet include:
The Blanchard Trophy is given for the best missile operations squadron team. Named after General
William H. Blanchard, SAC Operations director,
when the first ICBMs entered the SAC weapons

an in-depth understanding of Japan,
learn how its government works and
establish relationships with their counterparts in the Japanese government,
business, professional and academic
communities. For information, logon to
http://www.mansfieldfdn.org/.
The Information Assurance
Scholarship Program was established
by the Department of Defense to
increase the number of qualified personnel entering the field of information
assurance to meet the increasing
dependence on information technology
for war-fighting and the security of its
information infrastructure. For information go to http://www.defenselink.
mil/nii/iasp/dodmembersmain.htm.
(Courtesy of Air Force Personnel
Center.)

inventory and the former vice chief of staff, this trophy recognizes the Best Missile Operations
Squadron Team.
The Schriever Trophy for the best spacelift
squadron team is named after Gen. Bernard A.
Schriever, former Western Development Division
commander. Schriever was the driving force in the
development of early ICBMs from which space
boosters were derived.
Additional Guardian Challenge awards are
given for: best operations crew; best Intercontinental
Ballistic Missile maintenance team; best security
forces team; best missile communications team; best
space communications team; best helicopter team;
and best code controller team.
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Base legal officials announce Article 15 actions for June 2006
Article 15s

Spotlight

A colonel assigned to Headquarters Air Force
Space Command received an Article 15 for a violation of Article 107, Uniform Code of Military
Justice, false official statement; Article 121, UCMJ,
larceny; and Article 133, UCMJ, conduct unbecoming an officer and gentleman. The officer received
forfeiture of $4,420 pay per month for two months
and a reprimand.
A staff sergeant assigned to the 731st Airlift
Squadron received an Article 15 for two violations
of Article 92, UCMJ, misuse of a government travel card. The sergeant received a reduction to the
grade of senior airman and a reprimand.
A staff sergeant assigned to the 21st Security
Forces Squadron received an Article 15 for a viola-

on
Justice

tion of Article 92, UCMJ, dereliction of duty, and a
violation of Article 112, UCMJ, for wrongfully
using morphine. The Airman received a reduction to
senior airman and a reprimand.
A senior airman assigned to the 13th ASOS
received an Article 15 for a violation of Article 111,
UCMJ, driving while intoxicated. They received a
reduction to airman, with reduction below airman
first class suspended, 45 days extra duty, 45 days
restriction and a reprimand.
A senior airman assigned to 21st CPTS
received an Article 15 for a violation of Article 86,
UCMJ, absent without leave. The member received
a forfeiture of $500 pay, seven days extra duty and a
reprimand.
(Information from the 21st Space Wing judge
advocate office.)

10% Food Discount
with Military ID
Featuring

667-3880

Big Screens & Satellite TV
Award-Winning Wings
35¢ Wing Tuesdays
50¢ Boneless Wing Thursdays
14 Signature Sauces
The Hottest Sports Action

Colorado Springs • 7425 N. Academy Blvd.

719.594.WING
Coming soon: Powers & N. Carefree

©2005 Buffalo Wild Wings, Inc. BWW060324
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Reunion
The Air Commando Association Annual
Reunion is Oct. 5 to 8 in Fort Walton Beach, Fla. For
information call (850) 581-0099, or e-mail aircomando@aol.com.

Awards ceremony
Team Peterson will host its Quarterly Awards
Ceremony at 2 p.m. Aug. 23 at the Peterson Enlisted
Club. For information, call 556-1173.

Blood drive
There is a blood drive from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Aug. 30 in the Building One auditorium. Call Tech.
Sgt. April Simpson at 554-5739 for an appointment,
or walk in.

Stress management
The Life Skills Center offers stress management
classes from 2:30 to 4 p.m. Thursdays in the library
conference room. Classes include: Aug. 24 recogniz-

ing stress; Aug. 31 sleep problems; Sept. 7 cognitive
behavioral skills; and Sept. 14 assertive communication. For information, call 556-7804.

Readiness classes
The Airman and Family Readiness Center offers
the following classes. All classes meet at Building
350, Room 1016 unless otherwise noted.
Transition Assistance Program workshop 7:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday at the Enlisted Club;
Readiness briefing 1 to 2 p.m. Monday; Pre-separation
briefing 2 to 3 p.m. Monday; Career marketing 8 a.m.
to noon Aug. 17; Car buying 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Aug.
17; Readiness briefing 1 to 2 p.m. Aug. 21; Financial
readiness 3 to 4 p.m. Aug. 21; Resume review 9 to
11:30 a.m. Aug. 22; Reserve demobilization pre-separation briefing 2 to 3 p.m. Aug. 22; and job orientation
(for spouses looking for employment in the area) 1 to
2 p.m. Aug. 24. For information, go to https://www.
amc-ids.org/php/homepage.asp?Base_ID=19.
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Court closure
The Fitness & Sports Center’s basketball court #
1 and racquetball courts 2, 3 and 4 will be closed
Aug. 28 to Sept. 2 for floor refinishing. Gym # 2 and
racquetball courts 5 and 6 will be closed Sept. 5 to 8.
No reservations for these courts will be accepted during this time. For information, call the fitness center
at 556-4462.

Free concert
The Lt. Dan Band, featuring Gary Sinise, plays
at 7 p.m. Saturday at the Fort Carson special events
center, Building 1829. Admission is free to DOD ID
card holders. Call 526-4494 for information.

Job fair
MilitaryStars is having a job fair from noon to 5
p.m. Tuesday at the Renaissance Denver Hotel. For
details go to www.militarystars.com or call (800)
775-1415.

The Dog Days of Summer are Here!
Kick Back and Enjoy the Value... Auto Loans Worth Fetching!
as low as

5.99%
www.aafcu.com

APR*

New, Used, Or Refinanced
At The Same Low Rate!

Call
593-8600

5937 Constitution Avenue
In Colo. Spgs., Monument,
Fountain, & on the USAFA

$35 $QQXDO3HUFHQWDJH5DWH:LWKDSSURYHGFUHGLW2IIHUJRRGRQQHZXVHG UH¿QDQFHGYHKLFOHV0D\YDU\IURP$35$35GHSHQGLQJRQFUHGLWZRUWKLQHVV SHUFHQWDJHRIUHWDLOSULFH¿QDQFHG$GYHUWLVHGUDWHLQFOXGHV$35GLVFRXQWZKHQXVLQJ'LUHFW'HSRVLW $XWRPDWLF
3D\PHQW7HUPVXSWRPRQWKVPRQWKO\SD\PHQWVRISHUERUURZHGDW$35/LPLWHGWLPHRIIHUUDWHVXEMHFWWRFKDQJH2WKHUUDWHVDYDLODEOHZLWKRXW'LUHFW'HSRVLW $XWRPDWLF3D\PHQW/RQJHUWHUPVDWRWKHUUDWHVDOVRDYDLODEOH0HPEHUVKLSUHTXLUHPHQWV RWKHU
UHVWULFWLRQVDSSO\%UDQFKHVDOVRLQ&DVWOH5RFN(OL]DEHWK3DUNHU +LJKODQGV5DQFK

Your savings federally
insured to $100,000

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration,
a U.S. Government Agency
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Fake currency fools one man, not next

unintentional damage or injury caused by the movement of a vehicle or its load.

A man from the base auto skills center called
the law enforcement desk to inform the 21st Security
Forces Squadron he thought a customer was trying to
pass him counterfeit currency. The man who had the
money told a special agent from the Office of Special
Investigations he did not know the money was fake or
where he had gotten it.
Manufacturing counterfeit U.S. currency or
altering genuine currency to increase its value is punishable by a fine, imprisonment for up to 15 years or
both, according to the Secret Service Web site

Man on forklift loses control,
demolishes transformer box

Hit and run damages car
A man rear ended a car on Stewart Avenue when
the driver in front of him slammed on his breaks. The
driver of the car that had been rear ended then drove
off without stopping. The first car received minor

damage to the license plate holder on his car.
Colorado state law requires that all motor vehicle accidents be reported to the proper law enforcement authorities. A traffic accident is defined as

MySpace use comes with risks
By Staff Sgt. Julie Parker
99th Air Base Wing Public Affairs

NELLIS AIR FORCE BASE,
Nev. – The online site MySpace offering individuals free membership to create a personalized Web page can also
pose a security vulnerability for Air
Force personnel who post personal
information.
MySpace members can share personal photos and use it to catch up with
old friends from college and high
school, not to mention meet new people all across the world.
In addition to networking with
other individuals, the site allows its
members to speak their minds by posting bulletins and Web-logs, or blogs, on

whatever they want.
According to Special Agent Mike
Koellner from Detachment 206 of the
Air Force Office of Special
Investigations here, disclosing too
much personal information is increasingly dangerous with the threat of identity theft.
“A thief can piece information
together little by little. If they have your
mother’s name and your birth date, it’s
not that hard to get your Social
Security number,” he said.
Fellow Special Agent Jared
Whittenberg added, “You’re putting
yourself out there for all to see.”
The Web site is a great tool to
communicate with friends, said Agent
Whittenberg, but servicemembers must

A man was driving a forklift east on Hamilton
Avenue when he drove over a manhole in a dip in the
road. The driver lost control of the forklift and ran
into a transformer box, demolishing it. A man who
witnessed the accident stated the driver was not traveling at an unreasonable speed when he lost control
of the forklift. The demolished transformer box will
cost $20,000 to replace. The forklift sustained
scratches and damage to the driver’s side front tire.
When operating any machinery on the road it is
important for drivers to be aware of their surroundings and try to avoid items in the road that might pose
a hazard.

be careful not to post information that
violates military rules and regulations.
Part of the responsibility of being
a member of the Air Force is properly
representing it on and off duty.
According to Agent Whittenberg,
approximately 30 individuals here have
already found themselves in trouble for
posting inappropriate information, such
as solicitation of homosexual prostitution, sensitive operational information
and promotion of underage drinking.
Agent Whittenberg said operational security violations are one of
OSI’s primary concerns.
In this day and age, maintaining
OPSEC is critical to the nation’s security, he said.
Posting information on deployments, numbers of troops in an area
and aircraft capability can potentially

put the nation at risk.
As a result of the increased popularity of MySpace, OSI now checks the
site for incriminating information.
“We don’t constantly monitor
(MySpace), but if an individual is
under question, we will check the site,
along with many other databases,” said
Agent Whittenberg.
The agents’ biggest message is
that sites like MySpace must be used
responsibly.
“Servicemembers must remember they represent the military as a
whole, 24 hours a day, and are responsible for what they post,” said Agent
Whittenberg. “The effects of what you
do in the comfort of your own home
can potentially have an impact worldwide.”
(Courtesy Air Force Print News)

#REEK3TONEå(OMESåANDå#AMPBELLå(OMESåHAVEåPARTNERED
ATå&EATHERGRASSåTOåOFFER
(OMESåFROMåTHEåMIDåS
#ALLå,INDAå(UBER

WWWCAMPBELLHOMESCOM

så#ONVENIENTåHOMEåSITESåNEARå#ONSTITUTIONåANDå-ARKSHEFFELå
ååånCLOSEåTOå3CHRIEVERåANDå0ETERSONå!IRå&ORCEå"ASES
så.UMEROUSåQUALITYåMODELS
0RESALESåAREåUNDERWAY åSOåCALLåNOWåTOåTAKEåADVANTAGEåOF
GREATåOFFERSåFROMåTWOåGREATåBUILDERSå!NDåBEåSUREåTOåASK
ABOUTåMILITARYåINCENTIVESåFORåQUALIFIEDåBUYERS


$POTUJUVUJPO"WF
.BSLTIFõFM3E

1FUFSTPO3E

1PXFST#MWE

(OMESåFROMåTHEåMIDåS
#ALLå%RICå0OOLE

WWWCREEKSTONE HOMESCOM



SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, August 10, 2006

www.peterson.af.mil

The Air Force Association recently awarded its
Aerospace Awards. Mr. Eugenio Pino, NORADNORTHCOM, received the Citation of Honor for
most outstanding contributions by an individual or
organization to the development of aerospace power
for the betterment of mankind.
The following master sergeants and master sergeant selects recently completed the SNCO
Professional Enhancement Course and were honored
at the SNCO induction banquet:
Brian Dalton, 1st Space Control Squadron;
Curtis Reese, 21st Civil Engineer Squadron;
Patricia Kimble, 21st Contracting Squadron; Jesus
Herrada Jr., 21st Dental Squadron; Stacy Grice,
21st DS; Marie Hinkle, 21st DS; James Conner Jr.,
21st Medical Support Squadron; John Woodard,
21st MDSS; Greg Trumpfheller, 21st Mission
Support Squadron; Casey McDade, 21st Space
Communications Squadron; Joseph Barone, 21st
Security Forces Squadron; Jason Keyser, 21st SFS;
Mendy Dodd, 21st Space Wing; Brian Mckenzie,
21st SW; Mark Mason, 4th Space Control Squadron;
Darryl Gaddis, 721st Communications Squadron;
Ahmad Shy, 721st Space Communications
Squadron; Michael Brann, 721st Security Forces
Squadron; Joseph Malmay II, 76th Space Control
Squadron; Eileen Hendee, 850th Electronic Systems

Group; Aaron Rath, Air Force Operational Test and
Evaluation Center; William Mills, Air Force Space
Command; Nikyla Wilkes, AFSPC; Robert Badillo,
AFSPC; Lauren Owens, AFSPC; Steven Dodd,
AFSPC; Bryan Ancell, AFSPC; Ronald Lee,
AFSPC; Carey Coston, AFSPC; Michael Kneip,
AFSPC; David Bushee, AFSPC; Richard
Szarowicz, AFSPC; Clinton Deeley, AFSPC;
George Rendon, College for Enlisted Professional
Military Education; Richard Ruotolo, CEPME; Jan
Hrabosky, North American Aerospace Defense
Command; Linnard Amore Jr., NORAD; David
Broussard, NORAD/U.S. Northern Command;
Carlos Siggers, NORTHCOM; Amy Todd, NORTHCOM; Randy Ming, NORTHCOM; Gilbert
Rodriguez, NORTHCOM; Mary Thompson,
NORTHCOM; Valdemar Olvera, National Security
Space Institute; and Gerald Usery Jr., Space and
Missile Command.
The following Team Pete members re-enlisted
during July:
Senior Airman Kara Farrell, 21st Dental
Squadron; Staff Sgt. Robert Braaten, 21st Civil
Engineer Squadron; Staff Sgt. Johnnie Marry Jr.,
721st Communications Squadron; Tech. Sgt.
Robert Moreland, 21st Medical Operations
Squadron; Senior Airman Dustin Clark, 21st Space
Wing; Staff Sgt. Bethany Anderson Burrs, 1st
Space Control Squadron; Staff Sgt. James Lopez,
Air Force Space Command; Tech. Sgt. Stephen

Sabol, Joint Personal Property Shipping Office;
Tech. Sgt. David McDonald, 76th Space Control
Squadron; Senior Airman Michael Gian Pinan
Rivera, 21st CES; Tech. Sgt. Brian Madison, 21st
DS; Tech. Sgt. Greg Trumpfheller, 21st Mission
Support Squadron; Staff Sgt. Frank Franklin,
367th Air Force Recruiting Squadron; Tech. Sgt.
Gilbert Rodriguez Jr., U.S. Northern Command;
Staff Sgt. John Simpson, 21st Operations Support
Squadron; Tech. Sgt. Carlos Hurtado, AFSPC;
Master. Sgt. Julie Arayawattanasakul, AFSPC; and
Tech. Sgt. David Krebs, JPPSO.
The following technical sergeants graduating
from the Forrest L. Vosler NCO Academy class 06-5
were recognized for the noted awards:
Ronnie Fleming – Levitow and Commandant awards
Michael Murray – Distinguished Graduate
Heather Byington – Distinguished Graduate
Kevin Bradt – Distinguished Graduate
Tina Jones – Distinguished Graduate
Eric Haynes – Distinguished Graduate
James Stanley – Distinguished Graduate
Joel Emerson – Distinguished Graduate
Scott Branham – Distinguished Graduate
Tanica Bradt – Distinguished Graduate
Jennifer Pecqueur – Distinguished Graduate
Monique Killian – Distinguished Graduate
Sandra Danial – Distinguished Graduate and
Academic

AT, AC, PW, PL, CD, MORE!

Price plus tax. Photo for illustration. Subject to prior sale.
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Gentle Dental Care
Howard Short, D.M.D.
Accepting
United Concordia Insurance
for military families!

CALL
FOR APPOINTMENT!

719-574-7631
5739 Constitution Ave.
(SW corner Constitution and
Powers next to Walgreens)

Nestled among rolling hills
with spectacular mountain
views is Meridian Ranch, a
master- planned community
offering the charming lifestyle
you’ve always imagined.
Beautifully landscaped parks, miles of
scenic trails and grand open spaces bring the natural splendor of your
surroundings right to your front door. In the heart of the community is
our full-service recreation center with fitness and aerobic areas,
gymnasium, a large outdoor pool and classes offered through the

Golf Course
and Restaurant
Recreation Center
Outdoor Pool
Indoor Gymnasium
Miles of Trails
Parks and
Playgrounds
Open Spaces
Beautiful
Landscaping
Great Schools

YMCA, making it easy and convenient to satisfy your
active interests. And, if you enjoy golf,
you’ll love the award-winning Antler
Creek Golf Course located right in
the neighborhood.

UP
"DSF-PUT
([FHSWLRQDOKRPHVDQGEXLOGLQJORWV
LQ3HQURVH&RORUDGR

Home prices range from the low
$200,000s to the $500,000s and we’ve
recently opened three new neighborhoods and a new,
centrally located model complex showcasing our builders’
magnificent homes. Visit us today and see why Meridian
Ranch is that rare opportunity to build the home and life
you’ve dreamed of in a truly beautiful setting.

&RQWDFW&KULV-HQNLQV
DWRU7235$,/
RUYLVLWXVRQWKHZHE

ZZZ7KH(VWDWHV$W7RS5DLO5DQFKFRP

Attention spouses:
Interested in the new Pikes Peak Combined
Spouses Club? Check us out at

www.petersonspouses.com
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SEE US ONLINE AT WWW.CSMNG.COM
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Academy professor sets swimming world record
By John Van Winkle
U.S. Air Force Academy Public Affairs

An Air Force Academy professor
set a world record in long-distance
swimming July 23.
Lt. Col. Tim Lawrence of the
U.S. Air Force Academy’s Department
of Astronautical Engineering became
the first American to swim the 14.8
nautical miles from Britain’s Jersey
Island to France.
He lowered the best overall time
by more than three minutes to 8 hours,
21 minutes, 17 seconds. Colonel
Lawrence is only the sixth person in
the world to successfully complete this
long-distance swim solo.
The colonel set off Saturday
morning from La Coupe Point.
“The weather here can be so

unstable,” Colonel Lawrence said. “It
started out with hellacious conditions,
with torrential rain and a downpour.”
After about half a mile, the wind
and tide aligned.
“Then it was a dead calm sea,”
said the 1988 academy graduate. “All
the long-water swims I’ve done have
been in choppy waters, but the wind
and tide were aligned until the last
three miles. Then the tide turned and I
had to fight my way in.”
Weather is only one of the challenges long-distance swimmers face
making the trek from the British channel island to France.
Swimmers cannot wear wetsuits,
but water temperatures are between 59
and 64.5 degrees Fahrenheit during
June and July. Thus, a swimmer cannot switch to a backstroke to rest, as

they must generate a continual amount
of body heat. Hypothermia sets in
when one’s body temperature drops
from the normal 98.6 degrees to about
95 degrees.
After battling in the last few
miles and setting foot on the western
shore of France’s Cherbourg peninsula, the colonel was greeted by 75 people with an American flag.
Only then did he learn he was
the new world record holder. The old
record of 8 hours, 26 minutes and 28
seconds was set in 2005. The colonel
beat that record by five minutes to
become the first American and only
the sixth person ever to complete the
swim solo since 1966.
Colonel Lawrence’s record also
beats the best relay team times. Only
four teams have completed the Jersey

Island-France swim by relay.
The swim was the latest in a
long-distance swimming career, which
includes completing two Ironman
triathalons. Colonel Lawrence swam
the English Channel in 1999. He
became the first American to swim the
41 nautical miles around Jersey Island
in 2002, and was the first American
and second person ever to swim from
the island of Vis to Split, Croatia.
“This is my last swim,” the world
record-holder said.
After thanking those who assisted him in Europe and in his training in
Colorado, the colonel said he will
return to the academy soon.
Then his focus shifts from water
to space, as he resumes his duties as
director of the Space Systems
Research Center here.

U.S. Air Forces in Europe football reunion to be held at Andrews
By Margo Turner
316th Wing Public Affairs

ANDREWS AIR FORCE BASE, Md. –
Servicemembers who played for the U.S. Air Forces
in Europe football team will gather together with their
teammates at a reunion here on Sept. 1 and 2.
The reunion will be a celebration for the men
who competed against each other on the football
field while serving their country, said Tech. Sgt.
Scott Thomas, reunion coordinator. Sergeant
Thomas is assigned to Headquarters Air Force
Office of Special Investigations.
Sergeant Thomas said he played football for

USAFE during the early 1990s when he was stationed at Hahn Air Base, Germany, and then at
Royal Air Force Lakenheath, United Kingdom.
“I have lasting friendships and great memories
of playing the game I love while living overseas and
serving my country,” said Sergeant Thomas.
USAFE football was established in Germany
in 1946 to provide entertainment for Air Force personnel, said Tomas Villegas Jr. of the USAFE
Sports Program.
USAFE football comprised eight teams in the
Continental Sports Conference, eight teams in the
United Kingdom Sports Conference and two teams
in the Mediterranean Sports Conference.

What you see is what you get!

“The crowds on any given Saturday or Sunday
numbered 10,000 or above,” said Mr. Villegas
The league ended in 1993 because of the reduction of U.S. forces in Europe, base closures and the
end of the Cold War. Rhein-Main won the championship game that year by defeating Lakenheath.
He encourages USAFE football players,
coaches and referees to attend the reunion. The
cost is $125 per person. The reunion will include
an ice breaker reception, flag football game, barbecue and dinner banquet.
For information, call Sergeant Thomas at (301)
576-0891 or e-mail him at scooterx40@ yahoo.com.
(Courtesy Air Force Print News)

Middle Eastern Studies
&HUWLÀFDWH3URJUDP
&UHGLW&RXUVHVRQEDVH
DW)RUW&DUVRQ

Introduction to Arabic I
Lennar

Everything’s Included

Mon/Wed 17:30-19:25
Aug 21-Nov 20, 2006; $700

®

A whole new way to buy a home!
There’s no hidden costs in a Lennar
– everything’s included home. All the appliances (even the
refrigerator, washer and dryer) – included. Mini-blinds – included. Front and rear yard landscaping
– included. Ceiling fans – included. Basement – included. Thousands of dollars in luxury extras – at no
extra charge! It’s all included in the base price of our homes. So in every Lennar
home
– what you see is what you get!*
Lennar makes homebuying easy – all you have to do is move in!

your new home
in addition
to our already
great Military
discount!
Offer expires 12/31/2006

3. MORNING VIEW ESTATES
From the low $200’s, Woodmen
Rd. East to Powers Blvd., South to
Stetson Hills Blvd., East to Antelope
Ridge Drive., South to Autumn Knoll
Drive. 570-9669
4. MESA RIDGE
From the $220’s I-25 to exit 132,
East on Hwy 16, Rt on Fountain
Mesa Rd. Welcome Home Center
is located on East side of Fountain
Mesa Rd. just past Walgreens.
382-9834
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$500 off

2. STETSON RUN
From the $230’s, Woodmen Rd.
East to Powers Blvd., South to
Stetson Hills Blvd., East to Ferrari Dr.
591-0854

Tue/Thur 17:30-20:00
Dec 5, 2006-Feb 8, 2007; $525

.
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Present this
coupon and
receive

Tue/Thur 17:30-19:25
Aug 22-Nov 21, 2006; $700

Mid-East Culture Seminar

Lennar Colorado Springs Neighborhoods:
1. MERIDIAN RANCH
From the $230’s, Woodmen Rd. East
to Meridian Rd., North. 494-0847

Introduction to Arabic II
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lennar.com

*Lennar’s Everything’s Included features vary per home collection.
See new home consultant for details. Prices are subject to change and will vary by community. Open daily from
10am to 7pm, except Saturday, 10am to 6pm, Sunday, 11am to 6pm, and Monday, noon to 4pm.

Military tuition assistance accepted
Contact the UCCS Extended Studies Program
719/262-4071
www.uccs.edu/lases
or
visit an Education Counselor at the Fort
Carson Education Center
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Change, from Page 1
Force Space Command, Chief McKinley met with the
commander, Gen. Kevin P. Chilton, and also sat down
with enlisted leadership who took the opportunity to
briefly orient the chief to the space mission.
“I think what space brings to the fight is just
incredible,” said the chief. “Look at Operation Iraqi
Freedom – if you take away what space brings to the
warfighter, you decrease the capability of our military enormously. We need to educate our Airmen
across the Air Force and also the other branches of the
service on exactly what space brings to the fight.”
Educating Airmen is a strong concern for Chief
McKinley, who holds a bachelor’s degree in human
resource management and a master’s degree in human
relations. He made a stop at the Peterson Airman
Leadership School to speak with the students and
staff.

He said the Air Force is working toward offering
a bachelor’s degree for enlisted servicemembers – a
bachelor’s degree in military leadership.
“I also want to see enlisted getting their
Community College of the Air Force degrees more
quickly,” he said. “All of that takes supervisory
involvement. Track and take care of your Airmen.
Make sure they are getting their upgrade training.
Talk to them and get to know them. Don’t wait until
they fail; be involved with them every step of the way.
“We had about 12 students with the chief for
about 40 minutes. They were in awe,” said Master
Sgt. Ron Luvisi, ALS instructor. “What he said about
supervisory involvement was just phenomenal.”
The chief encouraged the students to be proud
of themselves and what they do.
“I have a simple philosophy,” Chief McKinley
said. “Whatever job the Air Force gives you, do the
best job you possibly can. Along the way, treat people

/XLVD*UDII'LDPRQGV -HZHOHUV
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with dignity and respect. When you do that and the
other things you’re responsible for, such as making
sure you’re physically fit, taking care of your uniform
and facilities, completing upgrade training and professional military education – while doing the best
job you can do, your leadership will take care of you.
“They’ll make sure they put you in the right jobs
and get your career progressing along the right path,”
Chief McKinley said.
From his humble beginnings, Chief McKinley
was appointed to the highest noncommissioned officer position June 30 after having served as the command chief master sergeant for airlift, fighter and
expeditionary wings, a numbered air force and finally Pacific Air Forces, Hickam AFB, Hawaii. He
serves as personal adviser to the chief of staff and the
secretary of the Air Force on all issues regarding the
welfare, readiness, morale, and proper utilization and
progress of the enlisted force.
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YOU DESERVE HIGH PRAISE,
NOT HIGH AUTO RATES.

&DOO  IRUDVWUHVVIUHHGHQWDODSSRLQWPHQW
RUYLVLWXVRQOLQHDWZZZVSULQJVWHHWKFRP

CHECK OUT OUR NEW REDUCED
AUTO INSURANCE RATES.
You give us your all. That’s why we work hard to give you uncompromising
customer service and our lowest auto insurance rates possible. In fact,
if you haven’t compared USAA lately, visit us online. You’ll ﬁnd new lower
rates.1 Maybe that’s why 96% of our members renewed their policies
with USAA last year. Go to usaa.com for a free online quote.

CHECKING
SAVINGS
CREDIT CARDS
LOANS
AUTO INSURANCE
LIFE INSURANCE
MUTUAL FUNDS
FINANCIAL ADVICE

OUR COMMON BOND:
UNCOMMON SERVICE.
• New lower member-only rates – save up to $4002 a year
• Superior member service and support
• Flexible payment options – with no fees

GET
A FREE
ONLINE
AUTO QUOTE
TODAY.

%

usaa.com
800.531.3203


Consider the investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses of the USAA mutual funds carefully before investing. Contact us at (800) 531-8181 for a prospectus containing this and other information about the funds from USAA Investment Management Company, Distributor. Read it carefully before investing.
Investment and insurance products are not deposits, are not insured by the FDIC or any government agency and are not guaranteed by the Bank. Investment and certain insurance products may lose value.
Calls wil be answered by USAA New Member Solutions, a service of USAA Financial Planning Services Insurance Agency, Inc. (known as USAA Financial Insurance Agency in California, License #OE36312), a registered investment adviser and insurance agency.
1
Rate reduction is based on average of liability, comprehensive and collision rates for policies underwritten by United Services Automobile Association and its afﬁliates. Rate decreases vary by location and company. Existing members may not have received a rate decrease if they had changes in covered vehicles, persons or driving records.
2
Median annual dollar savings based on survey of new policyholders who reported savings through USAA from 03/01/05 to 12/31/05, as compared to their previous carriers’ rates. Savings may not be available in all locations, all policies or all companies. Savings do not apply in MA or NC.
To remain eligible, military personnel must purchase property and casualty insurance underwritten by USAA by December 31st of the year following the year they leave active, or active reserve, military service. Eligibility and underwriting restrictions apply to purchase of property and casualty insurance. Use of the term “member” does not convey any legal rights, eligibility rights for USAA property and casualty insurance or ownership rights in United Services
Automobile Association.
USAA means United Services Automobile Association and its afﬁliates. Property and casualty insurance provided by United Services Automobile Association, USAA Casualty Insurance Company, USAA General Indemnity Company, Garrison Property and Casualty Insurance Company, USAA County Mutual Insurance Company, USAA Texas Lloyds Company and USAA, Ltd. Investment products and services provided by USAA Investment
Management Company, a registered broker dealer. Life insurance and annuity products provided by USAA Life Insurance Company, San Antonio, TX. In NY, life insurance and ﬁxed annuities provided by USAA Life Insurance Company of New York, Highland Falls, NY. Financial advice provided by USAA Financial Planning Services Insurance Agency, Inc. (known as USAA Financial Insurance Agency in California), and USAA Financial
Advisors, Inc., a registered broker dealer. Banking products provided by USAA Federal Savings Bank, an equal housing lender. Credit cards provided by USAA Savings Bank. Both banks FDIC insured. © USAA 2006. All rights reserved. 1635:16548
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NAVOPS AC graduates make the grade
By Capt. Humphrey Daniels
National Security Space Institute

Seven highly-trained navigation systems
experts recently earned graduation certificates from
the National Security Space Institute’s Navigation
Operations Advanced Course 06B.
“Our students become recognized as GPS/navigation authorities, capable of weaving all aspects of
navigation together – from planning, acquisitions,
operations and sustainment,” said Maj. Jennifer
Krolikowski, course director.
These seven join an elite few who have earned
the right to wear the NAVOPS AC graduate patch –
symbolic of their expertise in providing the best navigation capability for the warfighter. Graduates of the

course are: Capt. Frank Kincaid, Capt. Humphrey
Daniels III, 1st Lt. Kenneth Holmes, 1st Lt. Kent Ridl,
Master Sgt. Jonathan Demboski, Master Sgt.
Christopher Keller and Tech. Sgt. Valdemar Olvera.
Students completing the 10 week advanced space
education were selected from an applicant pool of
active duty and reserve personnel, government
employees and civilian specialists who work with navigation systems in the performance of their duties.
Course graduates will return to their units as “experts”
tasked with educating others, thereby increasing the
overall Air Force navigation expertise level. Their
accomplishments meet an identified need for “more
depth of experience” and “more extensive education
and training” highlighted in the 2001 Space
Commission Report.

Courtesy photo

The NAVOPS Advanced Course 06B graduates.

For information about the NAVOPS AC, or to
apply for the 07A class in January 2007, contact Major
Krolikowski at 593-8794, ext. 346, or e-mail
jennifer.krolikowski@afspc.af.mil.

7KH3RZHUWR$PD]H<RXUVHOI

392-4231
• 5 excellent dentists to choose from
• The dental center for ALL your dental needs from
children to grandparents and everyone in between
• Accepts retired & active duty dental insurance
• Conveniently located to Ft. Carson, Schriever AFB
and Peterson AFB
• Across the street from Fountain Safeway

6980 Mesa Ridge Parkway • Fountain, CO 80817
www.mesaridgedental.com





6HUYLFH)HH
$FWLYH'XW\0LOLWDU\
6SRXVHV

9DOLGRQPRQWKPHPEHUVKLS
([SLUHV

&RQVWLWXWLRQ 3RZHUV
6WHWVRQ+LOOV 3RZHUV
Climb to the peak of your profession with a career in:

SECURITY
Give your career
some added security.
The rapid growth of the Internet and
e-Business has increased the need of
individuals capable of protecting vital
enterprise computer systems and
networks from unauthorized change,
improper access, theft of information
and monetary theft.
CTU offers:
• Security courses validated by
the Committee on National
Security Systems
• Military Certification of CTU
degree programs
• Gain knowledge necessary
to meet DOD8570
requirements
• Available Bachelor and
Executive Format Masters
Degrees in Computer
System Security

CLIMB TO THE PEAK OF YOUR PROFESSION®

4435 N. Chestnut St.
Colorado Springs, CO

(866) 386-1893

www.coloradotech.edu

Colorado Technical University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission and a member of the North Central Association,
30 N. LaSalle St., Suite 2400, Chicago, IL 60602. 312-263-0456 - www.ncahigherlearningcommission.org
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$XJXVW
DPSP
6KHUDWRQ&RORUDGR6SULQJV+RWHO
6RXWK&LUFOH'ULYH

No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!
• Active-duty personnel and their
dependents are eligible once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.

6,*1$785(3$,176(59,&(
referral is
No Primary Care
ply call for
necessary. Sim
an appointment.

2ULJLQDOIDFWRU\W\SHSDLQW
%DVHFRDW±&OHDUFRDW
\HDUQDWLRQZLGHZDUUDQW\
9DQWUXFNDQGFRPPHUFLDOYHKLFOHVE\HVWLPDWH:LWKFRXSRQ
1RWYDOLGZLWKDQ\RWKHURIIHU([S
6WULSSLQJRIROGSDLQWERG\ZRUNDQGUXVWUHSDLUDGGLWLRQDOFKDUJH

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

 ),6+ 

(QJLQHHULQJ7HFKQRORJ\
DQG6HFXULW\&OHDUDQFH
&DUHHU([SR

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!

2II

2SHQ6XQGD\SP
GXULQJIRRWEDOOVHDVRQ
(QMR\RXU3DUW\:LQJV

/RFDWHGRQ6(&RUQHURI$VWUR]RQ 6$FDGPH\%OYG
%HKLQG*RRGWLPHV

598-1392

&KHOWRQ&LUFOH

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

Grand Oh!-pening.

&DQGLGDWHVPXVWKDYHDWOHDVW\HDUVRIUHODWHGLQGXVWU\
H[SHULHQFHDQG86FLWL]HQVKLSWRDWWHQG
&DQGLGDWHVZLWKDFWLYHFOHDUDQFHPLOLWDU\DQGUHWLUHGPLOLWDU\
SHUVRQQHODUHHQFRXUDJHGWRDWWHQG
6RPHHPSOR\HUVZLOOUHTXLUHDQDFWLYHFOHDUDQFH
([SUHVVODQHIRUTXDOL¿HGFDQGLGDWHV
ZLWKDFWLYHFOHDUDQFH

0HHWIDFHWRIDFHZLWKORFDODQG
QDWLRQDOHPSOR\HUV
$QDOH[&RUSRUDWLRQ$SSOLHG6LJQDO7HFKQRORJ\,QF%$(
6\VWHPV $,7 &DPEHU&RUSRUDWLRQ&+0+LOO)HGHUDO%XUHDXRI
,QYHVWLJDWLRQ-35)LUP,QF,66,QWHOOLJHQW6RIWZDUH6ROXWLRQV
/&RPPXQLFDWLRQV,QWHJUDWHG6\VWHPV/RFNKHHG0DUWLQ
0DF$XOD\%URZQ,QF0HGWURQLF1&,,QF1RUWKURS*UXPPDQ
4LPRQGD1RUWK$PHULFD5D\WKHRQ&RUS

Pleasant surprises await you

(PSOR\HUVZLOOEHUHFUXLWLQJIRU(OHFWULFDO&LYLO6WUXFWXUDO0HFKDQLFDO
&KHPLFDO3URFHVV,QVWUXPHQW3LSLQJ2LO *DV'HVLJQHUV'UDIWHUV
6\VWHPV3URJUDP0DQDJHUV6:+:4$6DWHOOLWH$HURVSDFH$LUFUDIW
&RQWUDFW6SHFLDOLVWV0LOVWDU/RJLVWLFV&21236/$1$GPLQLVWUDWRUV
5)5DGDU&RPPXQLFDWLRQV$ 30HFKDQLFV6WUHVV 6WUXFWXUDO0LOLWDU\
2SV7HVW6$7&206LJQDO$QDO\VWV6SDFH6\VWHPV,QIR2SV
)LHOG,QVSHFWRUV6XUYH\RUVDQGUHODWHGGLVFLSOLQHV

at The Villages.

The Villages at Wolf Ranch

(PSOR\HUVLQWHUHVWHGFDOO[
-REVHHNHUVFDOO[
ZZZQHZVSDSHUMREIDLUVFRP
,I\RXFDQQRWDWWHQGHPDLO\RXUUHVXPHWR
UHVXPH#QHZVSDSHUMREIDLUVFRP

Prepare yourself for something different.
Beginning with the fact that our Mira Collection
has as many ranch home designs as two-story
designs. Which makes touring our four new model

0,/,7$5<+286,1*
$66,67$1&()81'
³+HOSLQJPLOLWDU\IDPLOLHVDFKLHYHWKH
$PHULFDQ'UHDPWKH\DUHGHIHQGLQJ´

*,)7)81'6
$9$,/$%/(12:
:HFXUUHQWO\KDYHIXQGVDYDLODEOHWRDVVLVW
WZHOYHPLOLWDU\IDPLOLHVLQ&RORUDGR6SULQJVWR
EHFRPHKRPHRZQHUV
,I\RXKDYHJRRGFUHGLW\RXFDQQRZRXU\RXURZQ
KRPHZLWKQRGRZQSD\PHQWDQGQRFORVLQJFRVWV
7KLVSURJUDPLVDYDLODEOHWRDOODFWLYHGXW\PLOLWDU\
UHVHUYHV1DWLRQDO*XDUGDQGFLYLOLDQHPSOR\HHV
ZRUNLQJIRUWKHPLOLWDU\7KLVLVDIUHHJLIWDQGQHYHU
QHHGVWREHUHSDLG
3OHDVHFRQWDFWXVWRGD\IRUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQ

)RUWKRVHZLWKEDGFUHGLWSOHDVHFDOO
DERXWRXUOHDVHRSWLRQSURJUDP
ZZZXVPKDIRUJ
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homes pretty intriguing, whether you’re looking
for family spaciousness or one-level ease. Then

FOUR MODEL HOMES NOW OPEN
Two ranch and two two-story plans from the high $330s.

you discover things like full basements and
courtyards and outdoor fireplaces and guesthouses
and … well, just sit down and sip a cool drink if
you feel you need it.

Villages@JohnLaingHomes.com
719.495.7773
The Villages at Wolf Ranch are located off Powers Blvd.,
east on Research Pkwy., north on Tutt Blvd. and south on Paladin Pl.
Model home hours: Mon-Tues 10am-6pm, Wed 1pm-6pm,
Thurs-Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 12pm-6pm.
2002-2004 National #1 Overall Homebuyer Satisfaction by Eliant. Prices, specifications and availability subject to change without notice.
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Rescue unit faces
moving challenges

Photo by Master Sgt. Lance Cheung

(Clockwise from left) Staff Sgt. Cleve Bury,
Airmen 1st Class Antonio Yabarra and Jake
Sexton and Senior Airman William Simpson
work on an HH-60G Pave Hawk helicopter at
Royal Air Force Lakenheath, England, on
Aug. 2. The Airmen are crew chiefs with the
56th Aircraft Maintenance Unit.

By Louis Arana-Barradas
Air Force Print News

ROYAL AIR FORCE LAKENHEATH,
England – It will be a while before the 56th Rescue
Squadron fully transitions into operations at this
fighter base and begins its new mission in Europe.
The combat search and rescue unit arrived here
in May from Naval Air Station Keflavik, Iceland,
where it served 35 years. It left as part of the U.S.
military pullout from the island nation.
Since arriving, the unit has literally been living
out of a suitcase. It is struggling to move into a new
home and train for operations here. And it is doing
this with only half its 29 people and two of its five
helicopters, said Lt. Col. Steve Huss, the squadron’s
director of operations.
Half of the squadron and two HH-60G Pave
Hawk helicopters will continue to operate from
Keflavik until September, the colonel said. The
unit’s other helicopter is undergoing a major modification.
“Right now, as you can imagine, there is a bit
of turmoil,” he said. “But we’re making do with
what we have and flying when we can. So we show
up every day, make a game plan for the day, the
week, the month and start plugging away.”
But the colonel from Fargo, N.D., is optimistic.
The move presents the unit with tremendous opportunities. The squadron can now join the air expeditionary force rotations and deploy to locations where
it can bring its combat search and rescue expertise.
And as the only Pave Hawk unit in European
Command, it could deploy anywhere in the command’s area of responsibility, which stretches from
the Arctic Circle to South Africa and from the
Atlantic to the Middle East.
“We fully expect to deploy and support the
global war on terrorism as soon as we’re able to get
up to speed, get everybody trained, get all our manning squared away – and finish all those things you
need to deploy and fight,” the colonel said.
By December the unit should be at full
strength with 59 people. However, its helicopters
will all need modification. So it will be longer than
that before the unit is ready to deploy.
The unit needs its troops to return from Iceland
and others to arrive for duty from other bases before
it can truly complete its transition, Colonel Huss

said. Currently, aircrews rotate in and out of
Keflavik every three weeks. But when they end their
Icelandic duty, they will bring with them the equipment the unit left behind to support their operations.
“That frees up aircraft and crew members to
concentrate on combat training,” the colonel said. “It
will take months, but we anticipate – hope – being
ready by mid 2007.”
Meeting that deadline will not be easy because
of the challenges the unit faces.
One is that there is almost zero continuity to
rely on, said Master Sgt. Ken Howk, the squadron’s
pararescue superintendent. The squadron has always
been part of Lakenheath’s 48th Fighter Wing. But
from Keflavik, most communication was by telephone, fax or e-mail.
In its new home, the unit’s Airmen will have to
learn everything from scratch.
Another challenge is that the unit has inexperienced aircrew members that can only get the training they need with practice and flying on a regular
basis. But doing this will first take integrating their
helicopter operations into a fighter community and
scheduling time on British training ranges.
That is a task helicopter pilot Capt. Danielle
O’Neill finds a bit daunting. But the squadron’s
operations flight commander and training officer
said the fighter wing has been helping do that.
“They’ve been great about getting us ready,”
the captain said. “This transition is a learning
process for everyone.”
The captain said the unit is flying once a week
now. The flights are so aircrews can get their local
qualifications training, like departure and arrival
procedures. And they get to know the training areas
– about one hour away – where they will train. The
crews fly two daytime and one nighttime mission to
qualify. Without the flights, they cannot fly, the captain said.
“That’s the first process in getting all the flyers
up to speed,” she said.
Getting the helicopters in the air is another
challenge. The maintenance troops – some 50 members of the 56th Aircraft Maintenance Unit that are
now part of the 48th Maintenance Group – are having problems keeping the helicopters in the air,
Colonel Huss said.
Most are minor fixes. But they keep the helicopters on the ground. The colonel said the period

of inactivity when the aircraft did not fly is the main
cause of problems.
“When these aircraft don’t fly for weeks at a
time, they don’t want to fly. So we have to wring
them out and get them back up to speed,” he said.
Pave Hawk crew chief Airman 1st Class Danny
Doughty is in charge of one of the helicopters. His
job is to make sure his bird flies. That included getting all the maintenance problems fixed. But he said
it is tough when doing that at a new unit where not
everyone knows all the ins and outs of the supply
system and ordering parts.
“So when we have a hard break, that’s when
we feel the heat,” the Airman said.
The Airman moved with the unit from Iceland.
He said some of his co-workers are caught up in the
move and settling their families. He said that’s normal. But he said many of his co-workers have put
moving in on the back burner to get the helicopters
flying. The troops put their jobs first.
“It’s always about service before self,” he said.
“But that’s a big hurdle for some.”
At the moment, the Airman said both the unit’s
helicopters are broke. That means nobody is getting
the training they need. Plus, maintainers had to take
a part off one helicopter and ship it to Iceland to
keep one of the birds there flying.
“They needed it more than we did,” Airman
Doughty said. “But if things go according to plan,
we won’t have these problems in a few weeks.”
Colonel Huss said the unit’s problems and
challenges are not over. And though the unit had a
good idea of what it was going to take to make the
transition, when it arrived at Lakenheath other
things popped up they had to deal with.
“When you combine all these things, and add
that we only have half our folks, it’s a huge challenge,” the colonel said. “But our folks are doing an
outstanding job adapting.”
The unit moves a step closer to full operations
each day. And by December the colonel expects to
be able to start the big push towards the unit being
operationally ready to do its combat search and rescue job by mid 2007.
“We’re in a period of rebuilding right now,”
Colonel Huss said. “Our chain of command fully
understands that. All we need are a few things to
happen before we can pull the trigger and deploy.”
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Carnival, Car show offers something for everyone
www.peterson.af.mil

Story and photos by
Senior Airman Jessica Switzer
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

The field behind the R.P. Lee Youth Center
was filled with children laughing and playing, and
in the parking lot, older “children” meandered up
and down the rows looking at classic cars Saturday
at the third annual Kids Day Carnival and Classic
Car Show.
“This is a way for families to participate in
activities with other military families,” said Kelley
Wanderscheid, youth center youth programs assistant director. “This is a chance for parents and children to get out, interact with other families from the
base and just have a good time.”
In addition to a variety of fair games, there
were yo-yo and hula hoop demonstrations and
contests for the children who attended. Parents
could get into the fun as well with drawings
throughout the day for prizes like jackets from the
auto skills center, a mountain bike and tickets to
local attractions.
“We’ve been planning this since January and
as soon as this carnival is over we’ll start planning
for next year’s event,” said Tina Madsen, youth center youth programs director. “We’ve been working
with several on-base organizations to get this off the
ground. We’ve gotten a lot of volunteers from the

Airman Leadership School. It takes a lot of work to
get this event to happen.”
The carnival was originally held in April during the Month of the Military Child but several
years ago, in order to get more in line with the Boys
and Girls Club of America Kids Day, the carnival
was moved to August.
“This is our third year doing this and every
year we get a lot of participation from the community,” Mrs. Wanderscheid said. “This year we had
about 1,200 people out there looking at the cars and
playing the games.”
Children played at a variety of carnival-style
games like a bean bag toss, ring toss, bowling, golfing and a duck pond game. There were other activities for children who got tired of playing the games.
“We’ve got two bouncy castles, face painting
and a tricycle obstacle course” said Mrs.
Wanderscheid. “There are also several booths selling things to eat like cotton candy, hot dogs and
hamburgers.”
The fire department brought out the smoke
house, a trailer designed to teach children how to
get out of a house when it’s on fire.
The R.P. Lee Youth Center, like all Air Force
Youth Centers, is an affiliate of the Boys and Girls
Club of America. The center supports families from
Peterson and Schriever air force bases, as well as
Cheyenne Mountain.
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Caylee Waldroop, 3, jumps in a bouncy castle Saturday at the
Kids Day Carnival and Classic Car Show.
Children compete against each other to
see who can hula the longest and follow
directions at the same time in a hula hoop
and Simon Says contest Saturday at the
Kids Day Carnival and Classic Car Show.

At the Carnival
 Yo-yo and hula hoop demonstrations
and contests
 Bean bag toss
 Ring toss
 Bowling
 Golfing
 Duck pond game
 Bouncy castles
 Face painting
 Tricycle obstacle course
 Carnival booths
 Information booths
 Family bingo
 Dunk tank
 Sidewalk chalk art contest
 The Peterson Fire Department Smoke
House
 The Pikes Peak Hill Climb Mobile
Museum with vintage race car
 Classic cars

The third annual Kids Day Carnival and Classic Car Show attracted more than 1,000 visitors at the R.P. Lee Youth Center field Saturday.

The R.P. Lee Youth Center
Welcome to the Peterson Air Force Youth Center!

Zoe Waldroop, 1, and her mom Cara Waldroop play in the grass and sun
Saturday at the Kids Day Carnival and Classic Car Show.

Jason McCormick, Team Pete family member, checks out the engine of a
1937 Chevy two-door sedan Saturday at the car show area of the Kids Day
Carnival and Classic Car Show.

The newly renovated Youth Center services the
Peterson Complex, a military community that
includes Peterson AFB, Cheyenne Mountain and
Schriever AFB. The Youth Center offers its military families an environment that is safe and
secure for their children and is comprised of a

variety of programs to include a School Age
Program; Youth Sports; Pre-Teen and Teen
Programs and Instructional Classes. These programs follow the guidelines set forth by the
United States Air Force; the Boys and Girls Club
of America; National 4-H; National After-School
Alliance; National Association of Education of
Young Children and the National Youth Sports
Coaches Association. Each program offers chil-

dren the opportunity to participate in activities
that are of interest to them while also providing a
positive learning experience.
The Youth Center is located at 100 Selfridge St.,
Building 1555.
For information, call 556-7220 or DSN 834-7220, or
visit our Web site at www.21svs.com.
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Missile Defense System goes operational during Korean crisis
By Maj. Laura Kenney
100th Missile Defense Brigade

The 100th Missile Defense Brigade (Groundbased Midcourse Defense) headquartered in
Colorado Springs was brought to operational level by
U.S. Northern Command in response to the recent
Korean missile crisis.
With interceptors located in Alaska and
California, the unit, which had previously been maintained in test mode, was moved for the first time to
operational status. Composed of full-time Colorado
National Guardsmen and a contingent of active Army
Soldiers in Colorado, and manned exclusively by
active Alaska National Guardsmen in Alaska, the
100th MDB remained at high alert status for the
duration of the crisis.
The crisis culminated in North Korea’s multiple test launches July 4. It was determined quickly
that none posed a threat to the United States or its
territories. All seven missiles (six July 4, one early
the next morning) landed in the Sea of Japan. The
long-range Taepodong-2 failed in the early stages of
its launch.
Members of the brigade and its battalion, the
49th Missile Defense Battalion (GMD) in Alaska,
rose to meet the heightened mission requirements.
The mood throughout the crisis was of taut readiness
to do whatever was required.
“As we saw this play out over a span of weeks,
every single Soldier wanted to be on the crew that
would respond in defense of the nation. We weren’t
called upon to do so, but we were ready,” said brigade
commander, Col. Michael Yowell.
Intelligence from multiple sources kept the
crews informed and on their toes.
“We had excellent situational awareness,” said
the brigade’s intelligence officer, Maj. Porter Grant.
“From the initial preparations to the day the North
Koreans fired, our Soldiers knew what they needed to
know to perform their mission.”
On the day of the actual launch, Echo crew was
on duty.
“We’ve always understood how important our
mission was; that the primary reason for our existence as a unit is defense of our nation,” said 1st Lt.
Scott Slaughter, battle analyst for Echo crew at the
Fire Direction Center in Alaska. “That day, if possible, we understood it even more clearly. As a student
of history, I can say that both we and the North
Koreans will learn a lot from what happened. Before
and during the incident, (we) had complete confi-

Photo by Carol Floyd

Spc. Russell Smith mans the Ground-based
Midcourse Defense consoles at the GMD
Training and Exercise Center in Colorado

Springs. The 100th Missile Defense Brigade
remained at high alert status for the duration of
the recent Korean missile crisis.

dence in the system and our training. After the actual
launches, we continued scanning the horizon,
because you can never let your guard down.”
The FDC director on duty July 4 was Capt.
Chad Haman, dual certified as a battle analyst and
director.
“The real world intelligence made all the difference in the world. In the five years I’ve been with the
system, there were never any doubts that we would be
ready. After all the building, practicing and rehearsing, and then the additional build-up to this particular
event, we were ready for anything. Afterwards, we
were able to capture excellent lessons learned,” said
Captain Haman.
Lt. Col. Ted Hildreth, battalion commander,
said that on the big day, there were no surprises.
“There was an integrated sight picture of the
potential threat posed by the (Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea) between Cheyenne Mountain, the
brigade and the battalion. Our crews drilled and
rehearsed any number of potential threat scenarios to
practice and refine provided firing doctrine, to
include defined tactics, techniques and procedures. I
was there in the node the day they launched, and our
response was exactly the same as had been trained

for. This one just happened to be real.”
In Colorado Springs, Maj. Ron Hoard and his
crew came on duty at the Missile Defense Element
shortly after the first two short-range missiles had
been fired. The MDE and FDC crews mirror each
other, with MDE having a larger command and control role, and FDC taking the lead tactically, although
they can act interchangeably.
Hoard said the prior launches had everyone in
an immediately heightened state of awareness.
“Very shortly after we assumed duty, the
Taepodong-2 was launched. It failed almost immediately, and we were informed pretty close to instantaneously of that failure. The crew reacted magnificently, exactly as we’d trained, going into crisis action
mode without the slightest hesitation.”
The GMD System, while not used in response
to any of the launches, was available when needed to
defend the United States and its allies. Trained and
ready missile defense crews were at their stations on
systems prepared to respond as necessary.
USNORTHCOM had the primary responsibility to
direct missile defense operations to protect the homeland, allies, friends and other national interests from
potentially hostile acts.

NCO Retraining Program seeks to fill more than 1,100 positions
RANDOLPH AIR FORCE
BASE, Texas – The 2007 Noncommissioned Officer Retraining Program
began July 26 as the Air Force seeks to
fill more than 1,100 shortage career
field and special duty positions.
NCOs notified of their vulnerability to retrain must submit their shortage career field choices they would
most like to retrain into or apply for a
special duty assignment identifier no
later than Sept. 18.
“During the voluntary phase
members have the opportunity to set
the course of their future as Airmen,”
said Chief Master Sgt. Christine
Williams, chief of the Air Force

Personnel Center enlisted skills management branch here. “Many Airmen
failed to act during the voluntary phase
in 2006, and ultimately, 36 of those
Airmen were separated under the
involuntary NCORP phase so there is a
consequence for not applying for
retraining.”
Vulnerability listings by grade
and Air Force Specialty Code are posted on the virtual Military Personnel
Flight; vMPF is accessible from the
AFPC home page at http://ask.afpc
.randolph.af.mil/. By clicking on their
grade or projected grade, NCOs may
view their ranking on the vulnerability
list and apply for retraining through the

Are You A
Tobacco User?

vMPF as needed.
Commander’s support staff personnel will manage the retraining
program and notify members if they
are eligible.
Additionally, they will suggest
special duty identifiers such as recruiting, postal duty, military training
instructor or professional military education instructor.
If voluntary measures are unsuccessful, the Air Staff will implement
Phase II, involuntary retraining. In
Phase II, individuals identified as vulnerable in AFSCs not meeting retraining-out objectives, and without
approved retraining or assignment to a

special duty identifier by Sept. 18, will
be involuntarily retrained.
“It’s important for all Airmen to
understand once they are identified for
retraining in Phase I, they will continue
to be vulnerable in Phase II unless they
are retrained, released or separated
from military service,” said Master Sgt.
Greg McClain, AFPC enlisted skills
management branch superintendent.
For information, Airmen should
contact their CSS personnel, their
base career assistance advisor or
the Air Force Contact Center at (800)
665-5000.
(From an Air Force Personnel
Center news release.)

Your Thoughts Are Important!
Tell the HAWC how we can help you, even if you don't want to quit now, your thoughts are
valuable. Please fill out an anonymous Tobacco Use Survey at www.peterson.af.mil/HAWC/.
If you want to quit now, call the HAWC at 556-4292, to get signed up for either group
classes or individual sessions!

www.peterson.af.mil
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Team NSOM

Take your career to new heights
U.S. Air Force photo by Carleton Bailie

Take your career to the next level at Raytheon. We are one of the nation's leaders in supporting the warfighter by
delivering innovative, mission-focused solutions. Raytheon is expanding our efforts to help the 50th Space Wing master
space by bidding on the Network & Space Operations & Maintenance (NSOM) program. If you're ready to launch your
career with a proven leader, register at www.raytheon.com/NSOM today.

www.raytheon.com

© 2006 Raytheon Company. All rights reserved
IISC06_2034
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H ealth O bservances for Peterson Air Force Base
National Immunization Awareness month - Children
DID YOU KNOW … Deadly diseases could come back if we stop
immunizing our children. A
decrease in the pertussis vaccine
in the United Kingdom lead to more
than 100,000 cases of Whooping
Cough, resulting in 36 deaths.
Where Can I Go to Get My
Child’s Shots?
Children can get shots at
Peterson’s Pediatric Clinic or on a
walk-in basis at the Immunization

Clinic. Both of these locations can
also provide a copy of your child’s
immunization record. If you have
questions, talk to your provider or
call 556-1118.
For information:
Immunization Action Coalition:
www.immunize.org
National Immunization Program:
www.cdc.gov/nip
American Academy of
Pediatrics: www.aap.org/new/
immpublic.htm

National Immunization Awareness month - Adults
DID YOU KNOW … Immunizations
aren’t just for kids? Getting immunizations is a lifelong, life-protecting
job. Don’t leave your healthcare professional’s office without making
sure you’ve had all the vaccinations
you need. To access the recommended adult immunization schedule visit www.cdc.gov/nip.
Where Can I Go to Get My Shots?
Adults can get shots at the
Peterson Immunization Clinic on a

walk-in basis. The Immunization
Clinic does an excellent job of keeping our active duty personnel immunized, 96.4% are up-to-date. If you
have questions or need a copy of
your record call 556-1118.
For information:
Immunization Action Coalition:
www.immunize.org
National Immunization Program:
www.cdc.gov/nip
What Vaccines Do You Need:
www2.cdc.gov/nip/adultImmSched/

“If you have an adjustable rate mortgage, let’s take a look now
before you get caught in a higher interest rate.
Give me a call for a FREE loan analysis.”
“ There are times when you need someone to help you assess your situation and get you where you want to be.
When you need a new home or you're considering refinancing, call the Mortgage Experts.”

s
7 Day
Open eek!
AW

Cedric Johnson, Lt. Col (Ret) USAF

We’re Almost
Perfect...Well
Almost
•Purchase •Refinance
•Debt
Consolidation
“The Mortgage Experts”

649-3625
You’ll need an appraisal. Pull this out and get a free one!

A $450.00 Value!

If Needed For Your Loan. A $450.00 Value! Must be presented at time of application. Appraisal fee
refunded at closing. Some restrictions apply. Expires 9/16/06

Thanks for serving our great
nation, now let us serve you!
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Mondays 11am to 10pm
One kids meal per adult entre purchased.
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Buy a burger and get the 2nd one of equal or
lesser value for only a nickel*
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The tradition continues

You are all winners

Let me first say how proud I am of our
space and missile professionals and welcome
you to Colorado Springs for our 38th Guardian
Challenge competition. Along with leaders
throughout the command, you embody the true
spirit and competitive drive for excellence we
strive to achieve.
This is a year of change for Guardian
Challenge. The first and most significant
change was the shift in location. Another
adjustment involved the manner in which the
competition was conducted. This year all competition events, with two exceptions, were held
Gen. Kevin P. Chilton
at each unit’s home station.
I thank you for the effort you have already
put forth and for your continued enthusiasm as
we carry on the competition in the middle of the
Global War on Terror – our highest priority. We
must always remember, the tactics, techniques
and procedures we refine on these fields of
friendly strife will sharpen our skills for the
fight ahead.
I look forward to witnessing the Security
Force’s competition and taking part in the curtain raiser, contractor expo, senior leader panel,
score posting, awards ceremony and banquet.
I encourage all units to maintain the true spirit of the competition by
showing off your competition uniforms, mascots, “specialized equipment” and,
most of all, the indomitable spirit that characterizes this magnificent command.
Good luck!

On behalf of the nearly 25,000 men
and women of the 14th Air Force Flying
Tigers, I’d like to welcome the competitors,
commanders, civic leaders and guests to
this year’s Guardian Challenge competition.
To the competitors, congratulations to
each of you. Your professional expertise
and intense training for GC allows you to
join the hundreds of Air Force Space
Command professionals who have come
before you, proudly earning the lifelong
right to be called Guardian Challenge
competitors. Although not everyone will
Maj. Gen. William L. Shelton
win, the fact is you’re all winners or you
wouldn’t be here.
Your participation in GC helps us learn
new ways of doing business as we continually
strive to raise the standards of space and missile operations. It’s our challenge to take these
lessons back to our wings and apply them to
each of our missions. Your hard work will
help hone our warfighting capabilities, make
us more efficient, and keep our potential
adversaries deterred. At the end of the day,
this is the real reward from Guardian
Challenge.
You are truly the best among an outstanding space and missile team
within AF Space Command. We salute you and wish you continued success
in your AF careers. Good luck to each of you in the competition, and thank
you for what you do every day for our great nation.

Gen. Kevin P. Chilton
Commander, Air Force Space Command

Maj. Gen. William L. Shelton
Commander, Fourteenth Air Force

Best of best come together for Guardian Challenge
Welcome to the first Guardian
Challenge competition to be held in
Colorado Springs, and congratulations
on being selected to represent your
unit.
This year, SMC is fielding its
61st Air Base Wing’s Security Forces,
a Department of Defense Federal
Police team, and we look forward to
competing operationally in coming
years with our Space Development
Test Wing warriors at Kirtland AFB,
N.M., who are also here this week
observing the competition.
Our Air Force provides most of
the air and space forces across the
Defense Department and we all know
that space systems are indeed, critical

Lt. Gen. Mike Hamel
to current and future global military
and civilian operations. Collectively in
AFSPC, we provide operationally
effective capabilities for joint

warfighting, and the appetite for them
is growing exponentially across all the
theaters of operations.
For inspiration, we can all look
back on the proud legacy of our father
of military space, the late General
Bennie Schriever, who led SMC’s
predecessor organization and truly
pushed the boundaries in fielding
transformational space and missile
systems. These systems are operated,
maintained and supported by the very
best warrior professionals, the best of
the best are gathered here to determine
who’ll earn and keep bragging rights
until our next Guardian Challenge.
Have fun this week, make new
personal friends and professional con-

tacts and give us your very best in the
events. I know your fans back at home
station and the American public we
serve are counting on you.

Lt. Gen. Mike Hamel
Commander, Space &
Missile Systems Center

Guardian Challenge – The Spirit, Expertise and Drive of the World’s Greatest Space and Missile Warriors
21st Space Wing Commander
Col. Jay G. Santee

Chief of Public Affairs
Maj. Amy Sufak
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20th AF commander welcomes competitors
It’s an honor and pleasure to join
nation’s Minuteman III syscompetitors and guests from around the
tem, as well as breathtaking
world attending Air Force Space
advances in our space sysCommand’s Guardian Challenge competitems and combat support to
tion. The professionalism and devotion
the warfighter.
you displayed in preparing for this comRecognizing the future
petition inspire us all to push the envelope
holds even more transformation as we renew our legof excellence even further in our own jobs
and at our own bases. We thank you and
endary commitment to
we thank your families and friends for the
excellence. As a command,
we are entrusted with amazsacrifices you have each made to become
the “best of the best.”
ingly complex systems and
As we commence with this year’s
processes, and our competiBrig. Gen. Thomas Deppe
event, it is fitting we reflect on the two
tion teams represent those
years since we last met on the friendly
who have mastered their art.
fields of competition. Two years that have seen pro- By continually “sharpening our swords” through
lific change – the retirement of the Peacekeeper
preparation, continued excellence in operations,
weapon system, monumental upgrades to the
maintenance, and force protection, as well as com-

petition, you ensure
space superiority. You
directly contribute to
the protection of our
country, its people and
its interests at home
and abroad. We cannot
know all the challenges we may face in the years to come, but we do
know we must be prepared – preparation is the key
to victory!
As Vince Lombardi once said, “practice doesn’t
make perfect – only perfect practice makes perfect!”
With that spirit in mind, I welcome you to this year’s
competition. Good luck and Godspeed.

Brig. Gen. Thomas Deppe
Commander, 20th Air Force

Guardian Challenge schedule of events
Sunday
Aug. 13

Monday
Aug. 14

Tuesday
Aug. 15

Wednesday
Aug. 16

Thursday
Aug. 17

Teams arrive

Opening Ceremony

Peterson Air Force

Peterson AFB

Base

Auditorium

Flight Line

8 – 9 a.m.

Security Forces Tactics
and Marksmanship
competition
U.S. Air Force
Academy
Jack’s Valley and at the
Firing Range
7 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Security Forces
Obstacle Course
competition
Schriever Air Force
Base
Obstacle Course
7 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Security Forces
Competition
make-up day
Schriever AFB
7 a.m. – 1 p.m.

7 a.m.
Security Forces Tactics
Cook Your Own Steak

and Marksmanship

kick-off party

competition

Peterson AFB

U.S. Air Force

Officers Club
Warrior uniform
6 p.m.

Contractors Expo
Peterson AFB
Officers Club
9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Academy
Jack’s Valley and at the

Contractors Expo
Peterson AFB
Officers Club
9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Field Activity
Peterson AFB
Silver Spruce Golf
Course
3 – 7 p.m.

Space and Missile
Forum
Peterson AFB
Building 1 Auditorium
2 – 3:30 p.m.

CRUD Tournament
Peterson AFB
Enlisted Club
8 – 11 p.m.

Curtain Raiser
Peterson AFB
Eagle Park
5 – 10 p.m.

Firing Range
Noon - 7:30 p.m.
Contractors Expo
Peterson AFB
Officers Club
Noon – 5 p.m.
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Distinguished Visitors
reception
Peterson AFB
Hanger 140
5 – 6 p.m.
Awards Banquet and
Score Posting
Peterson AFB
Hanger 140
6 – 10 p.m.

Friday
Aug. 18
Teams depart from the
Peterson AFB
Flight Line
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22nd SOPS finds ‘right stuff’ for Guardian Challenge
By Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs

SCHRIEVER AIR FORCE BASE, Colo. –
The 1983 film “The Right Stuff ” made popular the
story of the Mercury 7 astronauts and their five-hour
voyage in space. But what does it take to make “the
right stuff ” for a winning Guardian Challenge team?
The 22nd Space Operations Squadron holds
the best answer among the satellite operators of the
50th Space Wing: a team of instructors, crew commanders and schedulers that posted the highest
score in this year’s Guardian Challenge wing competition Jan. 13.
Six space operations squadrons – 1st, 2nd,
3rd, 4th, 22nd and 148th SOPS – competed at the
base level.
This is the first time a space operations
squadron outside the 50th Operations Group has
won the base-level competition – a fact that brought
a smile to the face of Col. David Uhrich, 50th
Network Operations Group commander.
“It’s great to have the operational excellence
and rigor of (50th SW’s) other operations group rec-

Courtesy photo

Members of the 22nd Space Operations Squadron
celebrate their victory at the 50th Space Wing’s
Guardian Challenge score posting. The 22nd
SOPS team traveled to Vandenberg Air Force
Base, Calif., in May to represent Schriever at the
Air Force Space Command competition.

ognized through the Guardian Challenge shootout,”
the colonel said.
The victory is especially sweet for the 22nd
SOPS commander.
“Everyone in 22nd SOPS was extraordinarily
excited,” said Lt. Col. Michael Moran. “I am really

proud of our winning team.”
As a diverse squadron, 22nd SOPS brings both
civilian and military expertise to the competition.
“We do our mission day-to-day with civilian and
military people working effectively together,” Colonel
Moran said. “Working as a team, we’ve demonstrated
we’re the best space operators in the wing.”
In addition to the highly sought-after Aldridge
Trophy, Guardian Challenge offers squadrons opportunities to improve their methods of doing business.
Units develop more advanced techniques and processes to provide space effects to war fighters and drive
the Air Force mission forward, Colonel Moran said.
The satellite operations portion of Guardian
Challenge comprises three roles. Instructors train and
mentally prepare the team for competition. Crew
commanders provide 24-hour representation for the
commander. Schedulers manage timetables for satellite supports and budget satellite time for customers.
“Preparing was a huge effort,” said Capt.
Trevor Newsham, an instructor for the 22nd SOPS
team. “There was a lot of script writing involved.”

See SOPS, Page 7

Team Pete set to defend title, trophy
By Krystal Marceau
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Photo by Senior Airman Jessica Switzer

Senior Airman Anthony Deromanis, 21st Security
Forces Squadron Guardian Challenge team member, takes aim with his M-4 during practice for the
upcoming Guardian Challenge competition.

The final competition for
the Aldridge Trophy comes to
Peterson Air Force Base, for the
first time ever, Monday.
Teams traveling from near
and far will compete in the ultimate space showdown – Guardian
Challenge.
The 21st Communications,
Operations and Security Forces
Squadrons will all have one team
and one mission – to dominate
their event, to bring honor and
glory once more to the 21st Space
Wing.

Security Forces train to
blow competition away
With a short amount of time
left, the 21st Security Forces
Squadron team is kicking up its
training in its quest to be the ultimate victors in the 2006 Guardian
Challenge for the Security Forces
competition.
The team, consisting of five
Airmen, will be competing in
three events: the obstacle course,
tactics and firearms. They have
been training since July 13, going
over various routines to prepare
for the competition.
“It’s been pretty intense for

them,” said Tech. Sgt. Jeramy
White, 21st Security Forces
Squadron resource protection.
“But they’re very pumped up
about the competition.”
The three-day competition
will pitch these Airmen against
teams from across the nation to
determine which team is best of
the best.
Sergeant White said each
event will last for at least 20 minutes, with the firearms competition lasting for about an hour and
the tactics competition no more
than two.
“It is a great honor and a

See Trophy, Page 6

Vandenberg Guardian Challenge
Teams ready for competition
By 1st Lt. Angela Webb
30th Space Wing Public Affairs

VANDENBERG AIR FORCE
BASE, Calif. – Vandenberg is gearing
up to blow the competition out of the
water for this year’s Guardian
Challenge taking place at Peterson Air
Force Base, from Aug. 14 to 17.
Although three of the four teams
have already completed their portion of
the competition, the final team, security forces, are just beginning.
The security forces portion of
the competition will face challenges
like firing weapons, an obstacle
course and tactics. The teams will be
tested on speed, strength, balance and
endurance throughout the tasks.
“All our Airmen have been training hard for real-world and competition
operations,” said Capt. Chris Martinez,
30th Security Forces Squadron team
captain. “We are prepared and ready to
prove that we are the best.”
Preparation and training were
involved in all the Vandenberg teams

for this year’s competitions.
Even though real-world operations were still present while preparing, the teams stayed focused, staying
after hours and weekends, if necessary.
The 76th Helicopter Squadron
competed against helicopter
squadrons from Malmstrom AFB,
Mont., Minot AFB, N.D., and F.E.
Warren AFB, Wyo., May 8 to 12.
They performed several tasks testing
their expertise and teamwork in the
air. One situation the helicopter teams
were tested on was how well they
navigated during the hover course carrying a bucket of water. At the end of
the course, the water loss was measured and points were subtracted
depending on the amount of water
lost for each teams’ bucket.
The 30th Operations Group competed against the 45th Space Wing
Sharks from Patrick AFB, Fla., May
12. The teams were given about two
hours to execute a successful spacelift
operation at their respective bases. The
test included everything from minor to

Photo by Airman Cole Presley

2nd Lt. Lysa Stern, 2nd Range Operations Squadron, is the range control officer for the 30th Operations Group 2006 Guardian Challenge team. Lieutenant
Stern and the entire 30th OG team spent countless hours after work and on
weekends to prepare for their competition against the Patrick AFB Sharks.

major anomalies, mishaps and other
operational snags.
“Our team (performance was)
outstanding,” said Capt. Carl Driver,
2nd Range Operations Squadron mission flight control officer for Guardian
Challenge. “The hard work from our
trainers and competitors paid off.
“We performed like a well-oiled
machine and everyone brought their
‘A game,’” he said.
The 30th Launch Group also

competed in May. The launch group
portion of the challenge changed dramatically due to this being the first
year the Evolved Expendable Launch
Vehicle was used. The teams, both
Vandenberg and Patrick, had to show
proficiency and expertise in Delta IV
operations, as well as completing two
academic tests.
Competition results won’t be
announced until Aug. 17, but Staff

See Vandenberg, Page 7
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SMC Security Forces Team readies for Guardian Challenge
By 1st Lt.
Angelic Ramirez
SMC Public Affairs

LOS ANGELES AIR FORCE
BASE, Calif. – The Space and Missile
Systems Center will be sending Los
Angeles Air Force Base’s finest
Security Forces team to the 2006 Air
Force Guardian Challenge competition.
The base’s team will consist of
six members and a coach of the 61st
Security Forces Squadron’s
Department of Defense police force
members. Cpl. Sal Lopez has stepped
up to the plate to become the team’s
coach and trainer for this year’s event.
Corporal Lopez attended the 2004
Guardian Challenge held at
Vandenberg AFB, Calif., and is hoping
to use his experience to train the team
for success.
“We are allowed to begin training
30 days out. We are training Monday
through Friday and some weekends for
60 plus hours a week,” Corporal
Lopez said. “This training also prepares us for Special Weapons and
Tactics training. We are currently
training at Edwards AFB, Calif., with
live range qualifying in 9mm M-9
handguns, M-4 semi-automatic rifle,

Courtesy photo

(Top row, left) Kenneth Davila, Capt. Jonathon Baker, Scott Hall, Manuel
Rodriguez, (bottom row) Lorenzo Humphrey, Darrell Worthen and Sal Lopez
make up the Space and Missile Systems Center’s Security Forces team.

and the M-203 grenade launcher. We
also conduct classroom training,
where we go over anything pertaining
to security forces roles.”
Another team member is
Kenneth Davila. “This is my first,

hopefully not last, Guardian
Challenge,” said Mr. Davila. “Training
is great and helps bring together all
the individual strengths for a cohesive
tactical team. This is an honor to train
with and work towards a common goal

of providing a highly trained security
force for the military.”
“The training is intense but, I’m
painfully enjoying it,” said Lorenzo
Humphrey, a second-time participant.
“The friendly competition with the
other warriors from the other units is
rewarding. One team, one fight,” he
said.
“I am enjoying the training,
mostly the camaraderie with co-workers,” said Darrell Worthen, a two-time
participant.
Scott Hall, Manuel Rodriguez,
Capt. Jonathon Baker (a security forces
augmentee) will round out the team.
Cpl. Michael Hill, 61st SFS
DOD police, will also travel with the
team as the Center’s project officer to
coordinate events in advance. He, too,
attended the 2004 Guardian Challenge
competition and is very aware of what
is expected of the event.
Corporal Lopez explained the
three events of the security forces competition. They include combat marksmanship to realistically evaluate the
competitor’s capabilities to employ
their weapons in a simulated tactical
situation; combat tactics, which will
test the element’s knowledge of general

See SMC, Page 7

Guardian Challenge kicks off
By Senior Airman Danny Monahan
Minot Air Force Base Public Affairs

MINOT AIR FORCE BASE,
N.D. – It’s been two years since the
last competition, so the cheers and
bully sticks were louder than ever during the 2006 Guardian Challenge
kickoff at the 91st Space Wing Bully
Dome here April 20.
The 91st SW will be defending
their 2004 Guardian Challenge title and
try to hold on to the coveted Gen.
William H. Blanchard trophy for another year when they compete at Peterson
Air Force Base, from Aug. 13 to 18.
“I want to thank all of Team
Minot for standing behind our competitors from the 91st SW and 5th
Bomb Wing,” said Col. Dan Adams,
91st SW commander.
Colonel Adams also congratulat-

ed each Airman for making the cut to
represent the defending champion
Rough Riders at the 2006 Guardian
Challenge competition. Competitions
were held here May 5 to 8.
The Minot members make up several teams including combat crew, helicopters, codes, mechanical shop, power
refrigeration electronic laboratory, missile handling, electro-mechanical, security forces and communications.
“Making the 2006 team is a special accomplishment,” said 1st Lt.
Amy Grant, 91st Operations Support
Squadron. “It provides me the opportunity to take part in a long-standing
missile tradition, while allowing me to
represent Minot in the process.”
Lieutenant Grant also said they
plan to hold onto the Blanchard trophy.

See Kickoff, Page 7
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A flight engineer guides the pilot through the helicopter navigation course.

Helos go gear-uup for competition
By Maj. Tina Barber-Matthew
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

Photo by Airman 1st Class Christopher Boitz

Teddy Roosevelt impersonator Tech. Sgt. David Larrison, 91st Operations
Squadron, rallies his fellow Rough Riders for Guardian Challenge 2006.

CAMP GUERNSEY, Wyo. –
Helicopter crews from all four Air
Force Space Command helicopter
units converged here May 9 to 11 to
compete in the command’s annual
Guardian Challenge competition.
Crews from F.E. Warren AFB,
Wyo., Malmstrom AFB, Mont.,
Minot AFB, N.D., and Vandenberg
AFB, Calif., began competition on
May 9 with a navigation event.
This low-level, tactical mission
is an event representative of the
units’ day-to-day operations, requiring crew of three – a pilot, co-pilot
and flight engineer.
Inclement weather forced three
crews to delay their participation in

the event, leaving only the
Malmstrom crew able to fly its
scheduled mission.
The next day’s weather was better for the challenge, which began
with the second event, the hover
competition. This competition measures the crews communication skills
as the flight engineer guides the
pilots through the course – a sixpoint obstacle course through which
the crews have to carry a five-gallon
bucket filled with water. Crews must
fly forward, backward and sideways
– skills needed in complicated or
diverse missions.
“Crews have to complete the
course between 6.5 to 10 minutes,”
said Maj. Ken Bourland, chief, helicopter tactics. The maximum time

See Helos, Page 7
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Premiere space warfighter competition takes practice
By Staff Sgt. Patrick Brown
45th Space Wing Public Affairs

PATRICK AFB, Calif. – Gearing up for
Guardian Challenge – the premiere space warfighter
competition, takes practice and more practice.
“It’s a job and a half to pull it all together, but
careful coordination and smooth transitions from
year to year make it a success,” said Capt. Michael
James, Guardian Challenge project officer for the
45th Space Wing at Patrick Air Force Base. “We
have over 50 members working on the Guardian
Challenge support team spanning the ranks of airman first class to lieutenant colonel and from units
throughout the wing,” he said. “This is truly a ‘Team
Sharks’ Guardian Challenge campaign. We started in
October with a planning conference to discuss competition coordination and event planning and then
began working with the squadrons that will be

Trophy, from Page 4
privilege to represent the 21st Space
Wing,” Sergeant White said.
“Hopefully they’ll be even better warriors then when they started.”

Communications team has
superb performance
A heated competition took place
April 19 in the basement of the 21st
Space Wing communications building.
Staff Sgt. Terence Brown, 21st Space
Communications Squadron technical
controller, and Senior Airman Allan
Franklin, 21st SCS technical controller, represented the 21st Space
Wing in the Space Communications
competition. A four-person panel evaluated the duo.
Sergeant Brown and Airman
Franklin were tested on typical
technical controller operations and
communications procedures specifically relating to their career fields.
The test scenarios included troubleshooting circuits, like outages,
and real-world day-to-day operations

assembling our team.”
Locally, Guardian Challenge begins when wing
members compete to become part of the team.
“Those who want to compete are put through
local shoot-outs, sort of like mini-Guardian
Challenge scenarios and scored on their performance,” Captain James said.
The 45th SW Guardian Challenge team is
made up of three components – Range Operations,
Launch Operations/Mission Support and Security
Forces. The first round of Guardian Challenge evaluations began in May when the Range Operations
team and Launch Mission Support component were
evaluated here by wing personnel with oversight by
14th Air Force and AFSPC. The teams were put
through their paces in launch countdown, launch
maintenance and emergency procedures. The results
aren’t known until the week of Guardian Challenge.
The Launch Operations component competition

and emergencies.
“Overall, I think we did pretty
well,” Airman Franklin said. “As far as
the job related stuff, we blew it out of
the water.”
He and his teammate also
thought they overcame the troubleshooting scenarios very well.
Sergeant Brown and Airman
Franklin only had to brush up on their
skills to be ready for the competition.
Airman Franklin said this year’s
competition was fairly close to the
2004 Guardian Challenge competition
with nothing new added. Sergeant
Brown and Airman Franklin even
practiced some scenarios on older
models of equipment, so they were
ready for anything.
Airman Franklin only needed
one word when asked if he was proud
of how his team performed.
“Absolutely,” he exclaimed.
The results of the competition
won’t be announced until a banquet at
the end of all Guardian Challenges
competition Aug. 17.
“It was a fun experience compet-

occurs at Vandenberg during Guardian Challenge
Week. April 7 marked the beginning of training for
the five-member Security Forces team that competed
at Vandenberg during Guardian Challenge. Their
competition included combat marksmanship, tactics
evaluation and an obstacle course.
The high-energy Guardian Challenge competition isn’t just a big game.
“There are many great things that come out of
it,” said Captain James. “Our procedures and checklists are reviewed, and as the teams hone their skills,
they develop better ways of doing things. This benefits the wing, as well as AFSPC. As a matter of fact,
14th AF highlights ‘best practices’ every year.”
The competition is also a morale booster.
“Our best people are recognized,” he said. “It’s
also an excellent opportunity to meet people from
around the command.

ing in the Guardian Challenge competition and awesome representing the
21st Space Wing,” Airman Franklin
said, “I do think we won, but that’s
just me.”

Operations win first round
to represent in the finals
Preparations for the 2006
Guardian Challenge competition for
Space Operations began in December.
Capt. Vincent Kendrick, 20th
Space Control Squadron chief of
training, observed his team as they
dominated their event, allowing them
to move on to represent the 21st
Space Wing in April at the Guardian
Challenge competition at the 14th
Space Wing at Vandenberg Air Force
Base, Calif.
Multiple teams competed in
December for the right to represent
the 21st Space Wing Operations in
April. Having won, the team from
Eglin Air Force Base, Fla., continued
their intense training for the final
event in April.
The team “performed outstand-

ingly,” 1st Lt. Mike Wilson, 20th
Space Control Squadron evaluator,
said in reference to the first round.
The final competition in April
moved the team across the United
States to Vandenberg.
“I think they performed pretty
well,” Captain Kendrick said, thinking
back to the team’s performance during
April. “They didn’t do better in one
area more-so than another. It’s kind of
an overall thing.”
The team, consisting of three
Airmen, had been training practically
since November, working “pretty
intensely with days 10 to 12 hours
long,” Captain Kendrick said.
Operations had the challenge of
performing basic space operations
tasks, broad scenarios, various operations procedures, as well as contingency procedures.
When asked how it felt to represent the 21st Space Wing, Captain
Kendrick said, “Proud and happy. The
event will only be held every two
years now. So, it will be a prestigious
honor if we won.”
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SOPS, from Page 4
“We had to create a training area for it,” said
Staff Sgt. Joshua Sutfin, the team’s other instructor.
Separate training areas for crew commanders and
schedulers were torn down to erect a single training
facility where the teams could work as a single entity.
The “squadron shootout” for best team began
at the squadron level. Captain Newsham and
Sergeant Sutfin ran the competition and selected the
highest-scoring individuals as team members for the
wing competition.
Then came the scenarios – or rides, as the crew
calls them – one after another in rapid succession.
“A lot of (the scenarios) were emergency procedures – fires, earthquakes,” said Capt. Cory
Hanna, one of two crew commanders on the team.
“Earthquakes aren’t a problem here, but when we’re
at our backup facility at Onizuka (Air Force Station,
Calif.), they’re a bit more of a problem.”
Other scenarios included prioritizing satellite
contacts and how to properly handle a tracking station going offline, Captain Hanna said.
The scenarios and the time spent solving them
turned the individuals into a winning team.
“We worked really well together,” Captain
Hanna said. “We do some of these things day-to-day,
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but to bring it all together and compress it into such
a short period of time – we really came together.”
The evaluation took place Jan. 9 and 10. Each
squadron’s team underwent the same set of scenarios
and was scored on how well it adhered to checklists.
The 22nd SOPS team took a step back to critique
themselves in the days between the competition and
the score posting.
“There’s always a lot of self-critique afterward,” Captain Hanna said.
“You’re always your own worst critic,”
Sergeant Sutfin agreed.

Helos, from Page 5

SMC, from Page 5

allowed prevents the teams from taking the entire
morning to slowly work their way through the
course, and it adds a little stress to the challenge,
he said. “The minimum prevents the teams from
skipping gates and going straight to the finish.”
“There are six evaluators on the ground
monitoring the number of times the bucket hits
the ground and ensuring the bucket makes it
through the obstacle cleanly,” Major Bourland
said. “Overall the competition tests mostly
basic, but some advanced helicopter skills. It
also provides a rare opportunity for our units to
compare how they’re accomplishing similar missions at their respective home units.”
This is the first year the competition has
been held at Camp Guernsey. According to Brig.
Gen. Thomas Deppe, commander 20th Air Force,
the move was initiated to save funds and “to use
a range that is perfectly suited for this event.”
The helicopter crews take more than just a
sense of healthy competition away from the
event.
“We get to practice our tactics, techniques
and procedures and look for better ways to do
business,” General Deppe said. “Many improvements have been made as a result of past
Guardian Challenges. Every year we learn something we can use in our day-to-day operations.”
The results of the 2006 competition will
be released at the score posting event to be held
Aug. 18 at Peterson Air Force Base.

security force operations and their ability to handle
diverse tasks; and finally, the obstacle course, which
will measure competitor endurance and strength as
they negotiate a modified obstacle course – all combined as a one team, one fight effort.
“‘One Team, One Fight’ is our motto,” said Maj.
Allan Sacdalan, 61st SFS commander. “We are thankful to have the opportunity to attend and participate in
a significant Air Force level competition. We have a
world class, integrated base team of security force
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Vandenberg, from Page 4
Sgt. Najja Williams from the 30th Launch Group
team has great confidence that Vandenberg will bring
home the title.
“Florida better get ready for Hurricane
Vandenberg, because the great depression is coming”
said Sergeant Williams, 30th Launch Support
Squadron facilities maintainer. “The 30th Space

Kickoff, from Page 5
“We are very prepared,” she said. “Our trainers
have done an excellent job ensuring we’re ready for
the demanding competition that awaits us.”
Staff Sgt. Michael Hardenburg, 791st Missile
Security Forces Squadron, also feels this year’s team
has a good shot at winning the upcoming event.
“By the time [Guardian Challenge] rolls
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“I think we were confident that we had a
chance,” Captain Newsham said.
Then, the scores came out: 22nd SOPS had
edged 3rd SOPS by 10 points for the victory.
The team spent more time mentally preparing
for the competition, but no simulation time, Captain
Newsham said.
“We’re writing more scripts, but we can’t
administer simulations until 30 days before the competition,” he said. “But our people can still study
and stay mentally sharp.”
Did hearing the comments from Col. John
Hyten, 50th SW commander, increase pressure on
the squadron to bring home the trophy?
“The pressure’s the same,” Captain Hanna said.
“The whole wing is counting on us. The pressure
doesn’t get any greater than that.”
Despite the pressure, the team looks forward to
the competition.
“It would be an honor to win (the Aldridge
Trophy) for Schriever and especially for 22nd
SOPS,” said Trevor Zitterow, an alternate scheduler
for the wing competition.
The Pathfinders to the Stars have found a path
to Guardian Challenge. There, the winning 22nd
SOPS team will find out if they have the right stuff
to bring the Aldridge Trophy back home.
professionals composed of military, civilian and augmentee members. We look forward to the event in
hopes of much success by demonstrating and showcasing 61st SFS DOD police as the premier space
acquisition (security) force in the command.”
Guardian Challenge is the only space and missile operations competition in the Air Force with
events dating back to earlier Strategic Air Command
missile operations competition beginning in 1967.
The competition provides an opportunity to test the
readiness and warfighting capabilities pitting the best
against the best.
Wing teams are going to hurt some feelings and send
the competition home broke.”
Guardian Challenge finals will be a week-long
event to showcase Air Force Space Command’s best
of the best.
“Our launch, range and expeditionary operations
prove that we have the best of the best at Vandenberg,”
said Col. Jack Weinstein, 30th Space Wing commander. “The competition will prove no different.”

around, Minot’s team will adapt and overcome any
situation they bring,” he said.
The 2006 Guardian Challenge team coordinator
feels last years’s cancellation of the event will have
little effect on the team’s performance.
“We are prepared to do our jobs every day with
or with out the year-long break,” said Lt. Col. Greg
Sava. “The Blanchard is staying at Minot.”
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