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Airmen welcome Peterson’s new chief
By Senior Airman
Jessica Switzer
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

The new 21st Space Wing command chief master sergeant took his
seat in the Wing headquarters in midSeptember.
Chief Master Sgt. Timothy Omdal
was sweating his way through an Iraq
deployment in mid-July when he found
out he was going to be the next command chief master sergeant for the 21st
Space Wing.
Though excited to take the position, the chief, who had been in security forces for all 25 years of his career,
was also a little apprehensive.
“I was nervous,” he said. “Like
anyone, when you do something for 25
years of your life and all of a sudden
you get thrown into a different environment there’s apprehension.”
Chief Omdal is confident that
he can handle the duties that come
with the new office down the hall

Chief Master Sgt. Timothy Omdal,
21st Space Wing Command Chief

from the wing commander.
The wing command chief is a
partner with the wing commander, Col.
Jay G. Santee. Together they carry forward not only the Air Force vision and
mission but the goals of what the wing

commander has envisioned for the 21st
Space Wing, Chief Omdal said.
“I help make sure Airmen understand what part they play in the wing’s
mission and how important they are to
that,” he said. “I also listen to the concerns of the entire population of the
wing and bring those issues back to the
wing commander. I help work those
issues to make things better for our
enlisted and the entire force.”
This is Chief Omdal’s first time
as a wing command chief master sergeant, but he’s had a lot of experience
leading Airmen.
“He’s doing a great job,” said
Colonel Santee. “He’s dedicated to getting to know the Airmen in the wing
and making sure their needs are met.
I’m very impressed with his ability.”
The chief has already been out to
see what goes on around the wing and
has been very impressed with what he’s
seen.
“As I’ve been out and about to the
various areas in the wing, I’ve gotten a

new appreciation of what our Airmen
are doing across the wing and what a
great job they’re doing,” he said. “I’ve
talked to everyone from the deployed
Airmen we have out in the AOR and
Airmen working at the home station
and I couldn’t be prouder of what our
folks are doing.”
The Airmen of the 21st Space
Wing work hard and make leadership
proud, but Chief Omdal also wants
Airmen to remember the importance of
having balance in life.
“People need to have balance and
they need to understand that they need
to take care of their families and their
own personal and professional desires,”
he said. “They need to take the opportunities to go to school, take the opportunities to spend time with their families. It’s critical that they take, and
make, the opportunities for time with
their families, to go to school and to be
involved in their community.”
(Senior Airman Mandy Weightman
contributed to this article.)

Final Space Observer
rolls off press today
By Steve Brady
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Today marks the end of an era
for Peterson Air Force Base.
This is the last edition of the
Space Observer newspaper.
Peterson news, and more, will
still be available and can be found on
the new Peterson public web page,
located at www.peterson.af.mil. If you
have not had the chance to see this
newly redesigned Web page, take
some time to become familiar with its
features and see all it has to offer for
Peterson and Air Force news and
information.
Delivering news electronically
will also make the information timelier. Instead of having to wait until the
end of each week for the news, the
information will become available as
it happens, with stories, photos and
other events being updated daily.
The web page also features Air
Force Space Command, as well as
other Air Force top news, video clips
and more.
Additionally, making the infor-
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mation readily available electronically
makes sense considering the 21st
Space Wing’s unique distinction of
overseeing 44 units worldwide across
nine time zones.
The change was made as part of
AFSO21, an Air Force initiative that
applies a mix of business strategies
designed to streamline everyday
processes across the Air Force.
These plans will save money and
manpower by optimizing processes
and making them more effective and
efficient.
By discontinuing the Space
Observer newspaper, we will be better
able to provide more timely and relevant news through the Web site. The
improved efficiency will save significant time and allow us to focus on
content.
The Space Observer has existed
in one form or another for 50 years. It
began as the Skyline Observer, then
was renamed the Aerospace Observer
during the 1960s before becoming
simply The Observer until 2002. The
Space Observer was born in 2003 and
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Welcome home daddy
302nd Airlift Wing family members look for their loved ones during the
recent 302nd AW homecomings. The wing had been activated since
August 2005 to support U.S. Central Command operations in Southwest
Asia. The last group of 302nd reservists returned home Oct. 4.

See Observer, Page 17
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The Space Observer
bids farewell to print
By Col. Jay G. Santee
21st Space Wing commander

We have been transitioning into
an electronic-informational age for
some time now and Air Force Smart
Operations for the 21st Century is
focused on continuing these types of
transformations.
AFSO21 is an Air Force initiative that applies to a mix of business
strategies designed to streamline
everyday processes across the Air
Force. This initiative will allow for
better allocation of resources –
through saving time, money and manpower through optimizing processes.
Each and every one of you has an
opportunity and a responsibility and to
improve how we do our day-to-day
business.
One example of streamlining

information, news
and upcoming
events will now be
made available in a
much timelier manner
processes is the reduction
– as new information arisof the traditional hard copy
es it can be posted. A
base paper. Peterson pubredesigned web page is now
lishes its last hard copy ediavailable at www.peterson
tion of the Space Observer
.af.mil. Take some time to
today. The Space Observer
become familiar with its
has been around for almost
features and see all it has
50 years, under one name
to offer to Peterson AFB
or another. This tradition is
and all 21st Space Wing
modernizing – a new look
personnel.
and a new way of doing
I challenge each of
business.
you to support the Chief of
There are many beneStaff and Secretary of the
Col.
fits to the electronic paper,
Air Force’s initiative,
Jay G. Santee
not only is it more efficient
AFSO21, and find ways to
to publish, but it also improves the
make a difference. The more we
distribution of information across the
streamline and improve our processes
wing. The vital mission of the 21st
the better able we are to accomplish
Space Wing spans 42 units, 27 locaour mission. Present process improvetions, nine time zones and five differment ideas to your chain of command
ent countries; what better way to share and be an integral part of saving the
information than the Internet. Also,
nation.

What it means when we hear the music play
By Master Sgt. Michael Owen
21st Space Wing Special Projects

Music echoes across the base at different
times throughout the day, but what does the music
signify?
Reveille
plays at 7 a.m.,
Retreat at 5:30
p.m. and Taps
at 10 p.m. These
daily ceremonies are
deeply rooted in
military history and provide us an opportunity to
show respect to our flag, our country, and our fellow Airmen, Soldiers, Sailors, and Marines standing in harm’s way around the world.
Recently the questions arose as how to properly show respect during these ceremonies. Protocol
defines how we demonstrate respect and much of
this is spelled out in Title 4 and Title 36 of the
United States Code and in Air Force Manual 362203, Drill and Ceremonies.

Reveille
Reveille was originally conducted as “Troop”
in 1812 and was designed to muster the unit for

roll call. On Peterson, Reveille is sounded at 7 a.m.
and signals the start of the official duty day.
Because the base flag is displayed 24-hours a day
and Reveille is not followed by “To the Colors” or
our national anthem, no action is required.

Retreat
The bugle call sounded at retreat dates back
to the Crusades. Retreat was sounded at sunset to
notify sentries to start challenging until sunrise,
and to tell the rank and file to go to their quarters.
The ceremony remains a tradition today. Retreat is
sounded at 5:30 p.m. followed immediately by the
playing of our national anthem.
This ceremony signals the end of the official
duty day and serves as an opportunity to pay
respect to the flag. Individuals outdoors and in
uniform should face the flag or the sound of the
music and stand at parade rest during the sounding
of Retreat. Upon hearing the first note of the
national anthem, come to the position of attention
and salute. Maintain that position until the last
note of the anthem is sounded.
When in civilian clothing outdoors, both military members and civilians, take the same actions
as when in uniform, but use the following manner
to show respect. Men remove their hats with their

Submitting Action Lines
The Action Line is a direct
link to the 21st Space Wing
commander. It should be used
when other avenues have failed.
Concerns should be addressed at
the lowest possible level in the
chain of command and elevated
as necessary. If satisfactory
results have not been attained by
addressing the chain of command, call the Action Line at
556-7777 or fax 556-7848.
Though not required, Action
Line users should leave point-ofcontact information when submitting an Action Line. This will
allow those who are addressing
the concern to clarify the information and respond, if necessary.
Not all responses are published
on the Web page; however, if
information allows, a response
will be rendered in another
format.

right hand and hold it at the left shoulder with the
right hand over the heart. Men without hats and
women salute by standing at attention and placing
their right hand over their heart.

Taps
Of all the military bugle calls, none is so
easily recognized or more apt to evoke emotion
than the 24 notes of Taps.
Although the origin of Taps is somewhat
clouded in history, it most likely traces back to the
early days of the Civil War.
Taps is sounded at 10 p.m. Proper protocol
dictates that military members outdoors and in
uniform will face the sound of the music and
salute. Individuals in civilian attire should face the
sound of the music and show respect by placing
their hand over their heart in the same manner as
previously mentioned. Maintain that position until
the last note of Taps is sounded.
If on base, in a vehicle and you hear Retreat,
the national anthem, or Taps, safely stop the vehicle and sit quietly at the position of attention until
the last note of music is played.
Respect is a verb… an action. By knowing
the proper actions to take during these ceremonies
you can show respect for the values our flag and
our country represent.

21st Space Wing Commander
Col. Jay G. Santee
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2006 Homeland Defense Symposium

Counterterrorism advisor
updates symposium guests
By Chief Petty Officer
Susan Hammond
U.S. Northern Command Public Affairs

The “new culture of preparedness”
was a theme as Frances Townsend, assistant to the president for homeland security
and counterterrorism, address the 2006
Homeland Defense Symposium Oct. 4 in
Colorado Springs.
Townsend’s address was entitled,
“The State of Homeland Security and
Counterterrorism Five Years after Sept.
11.” The symposium is sponsored by the
Homeland Defense Foundation and supported by U.S. Northern Command.
The mission of homeland security,
Townsend said, is protecting the American
people, and “the greatest threat to our
homeland security is a terrorist attack.”
During her address and the questionand-answer session that followed,
Townsend referred repeatedly to creating a
culture of preparedness, which was defined
as one of the priorities in the report
“Federal Response to Hurricane Katrina:
Lessons Learned,” released in February.
Townsend outlined the president’s
priorities in counterterrorism, the first
being preventing attacks. She discussed
transformational institutions and tools
being used, sharing information, and the
importance of involving government, military and private sector communities at
every level, federal, state and local.
Townsend was asked if the nation
was winning the global war on terrorism
and what was the end state that would indicate victory. She described the end state as
the time when nations would not use violence as a means to achieve political ends.
“Are we winning?” Townsend said.
“The president said we are safer but we are

not yet safe. We are winning to the extent
that al-Qaeda, as it existed on Sept. 11, no
longer exists. It is not the same organization.” She said the enemy is degraded, but
not defeated.
“As you attack a known command
structure, it fractures, like glass,”
Townsend said. “When a pane of glass
shatters, you have many more small, weaker pieces. It becomes more of a challenge.”
Townsend responded to a question
about interagency cooperation by relating
an example from recent operations involving the disruption of a plot in the United
Kingdom to simultaneously blow up
planes bound for the Untied States.
“It’s probably the best example that I
can give you to gauge how far we’ve
come,” she said. “I saw the FBI, the CIA
and the Department of Homeland Security
come together with one cause, one fight,
and that was to be effective – to make sure
not one plane blew up. This was all about
mission. And it was heartening in a way
you see routinely among the United States
military.”
“As a result, we made smart decisions, and also maintained our ability to
follow up on lead information after
arrests,” Townsend said. “It really was
extraordinary.”
Following her address, Townsend
said she was happy to be in Colorado for
the symposium.
“It’s an opportunity for the private
industry, government and military to talk
about … how we’re going to go forward,”
she said. “Day-to-day we’re working on
winning the war on terror, and we don’t
have an opportunity to step back and have
a substantive exchange. The (Homeland
Defense) Foundation has provided us with
that forum.”

DHS official promotes new
‘culture of preparedness’
By Chief Petty Officer
Susan Hammond
U.S. Northern Command Public
Affairs

The nation needs to create a
new culture of preparedness,
according to George Foresman,
under
secretary
for
the
Preparedness Directorate of the
Department of Homeland Security.
Foresman addressed hundreds at the 2006 Homeland
Defense Symposium.
The event was held at
Broadmoor Hotel and Resort in
Colorado Springs Oct. 3, and was
sponsored by the Homeland
Defense Foundation and supported by U.S. Northern Command.
“As we all know,” Foresman
said, “we’re not going the secure
the homeland until we secure the
home towns.”
Foresman spoke to the need
for partners in the Department of
Defense and, most importantly,
partners in the states and communities, to work together to ensure
the safety and security of America.
In an interview before his
symposium address, Foresman
said, “DOD has the primary role
in the defense of our nation, but
they’ve got to do that in partnership with states and communities,
the federal civilian community
and the private sector – and
USNORTHCOM has really
stepped up to the plate and is
serving as that all-important belly
button.”
Foresman told the sympo-

sium audience that previously the
nation has viewed preparedness in
the context of the last crisis event.
In the new culture of preparedness, “we need to look forward, not back,” he said.
“We are all (federal, state
and local communities) operating
across the same target capabilities,” Foresman said. “We’re making progress, not in dollars
spent, but in terms of capabilities
developed.”
“But as important as the
work that you’re doing, and the
great work that Adm. Keating and
the team at USNORTHCOM is
doing on so many homeland
defense and homeland security
issues,” Foresman said, “there is a
lot more to be done.”
He said the culture of preparedness includes continuing a
national dialog to make sure the
public knows its responsibility: to
begin individually. A show of
hands indicated that only approximately 10 percent of those in the
audience had prepared a crisis
plan for their families.
Education is also important,
Foresman said, because the coming year will bring major changes
in state and local governments.
“When the people change,
policy changes, and process and
action will change,” he said.
Foresman concluded that
Americans can all agree what
“homeland” means, which is critical in creating the culture of preparedness in a shared and unified
approach.
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Early learning
Bob Schmidt, a contractor with Cintas fire protection, shows Marquis, 5, and D’Evonne Grims, 8, how to use a fire extinguisher at the National Fire
Prevention Week kickoff Saturday. This year’s theme for National Fire Prevention Week is “Watch what you heat.” The theme focuses on fire safety in the kitchen. For information on how to prevent cooking fires, call the fire department at 556-7354.
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Air Force leaders to discuss new ‘Cyber Command’
By Staff Sgt. C. Todd Lopez
Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON – Air Force leaders are gathering in early November to discuss plans for creation of
a new command, one chartered with flying and fighting in cyberspace.
Cyberspace became an official Air Force
domain, like air and space, on Dec. 7, 2005, when
Secretary of the Air Force Michael W. Wynne and
Chief of Staff of the Air Force Gen. T. Michael
Moseley introduced a new mission statement.
In a letter to Airmen, they said the new mission
was to “deliver sovereign options for the defense of
the United States of America and its global interests
– to fly and fight in air, space and cyberspace.”
Now, Air Force leaders are planning to stand up
a new “cyber command,” to be responsible for fighting in that domain, said General Moseley.
“To deliver the full spectrum of effects we will
evolve a coherent enterprise, with warfighting ethos,
ready to execute any mission in peace, crisis and
war,” the general said. “We will foster a force of 21st
century warriors, capable of delivering the full spectrum of kinetic and non-kinetic, lethal and non-lethal
effects across all three domains. This is why we are
standing up an operational command for cyberspace,
capable of functioning as a supported or supporting
component of the joint force.”
Air Force leaders begin planning for the new
cyber command Nov. 16 at the Cyber Summit. During
the summit, Air Force leaders will chart a way ahead
for the Air Force’s role in cyberspace, also called the
cyber domain, said Dr. Lani Kass, director of the Air
Force Cyberspace Task Force.
“The chief of staff of the Air Force is going to
gather his senior officers and talk about the new

domain, in which, according to our mission, we are
going to fly and fight,” she said. “Our objective is to
come out with a course, a vector, that will set us up
for transforming our Air Force, to get us ready for the
fight of the 21st century.”
According to Dr. Kass, cyberspace is neither a
mission nor an operation. Instead, cyberspace is a
strategic, operational and tactical warfighting domain
– a place in which the Air Force or other services can
fight.
“The domain is defined by the electromagnetic
spectrum,” Dr. Kass said. “It’s a domain just like air,
space, land and sea. It is a domain in and through
which we deliver effects – fly and fight, attack and
defend – and conduct operations to obtain our national interests.”
The cyber domain includes all the places an
electron travels. The electron, which is part of the
atom, can travel from one atom to the next. This concept is key to electronic communication and energy
transmission.
An electron may travel from a cell phone to a
cell tower, for instance. The path the electron takes,
the shape of its path, the speed it travels, and the
direction it travels are all critical to ensuring the cell
phone works and that a usable signal is received.
The places where the electron travels is the
cyber domain, or cyberspace. And the ability to deliver a full range of cyber effects – to detect, deter,
deceive, disrupt, defend, deny, and defeat any signal
or electron transmission – is the essence of fighting
in cyberspace.
In the United States, Americans depend on the
cyber domain for nearly everything they do. The cyber
domain is the “center of gravity” for all aspects of
national power, including economic, financial, technical, diplomatic and military might, Dr. Kass said.
“Cyberspace is something on which, as a tech-

nologically advanced nation, the United States is
hugely dependent,” Dr. Kass said.
Failure to control and dominate the cyber domain
could be catastrophic, both at home and on the battlefield, Dr. Kass said. An enemy who wanted to inflict
damage on the United States could use the cyber
domain to penetrate any number of online systems.
Once they have gained access, they might be able to
delete or manipulate information to create an effect.
In Iraq today, America’s enemies are using the
cyber domain and improvised explosive devices to
inflict damage on American Soldiers, Marines,
Sailors and Airmen.
“We just commemorated the 10th anniversary
of Khobar Towers,” Dr. Kass said. “What the enemy
used for that occasion, and what the enemy is using in
Iraq every single day, is the radio frequency spectrum
for remotely detonated devices.”
The Air Force now dominates both air and space
above a theater of operations, so it has “cross-domain
dominance” there. But the Air Force must gain dominance in cyberspace as well, because cyberspace
superiority is now a prerequisite to effective operations in all other warfighting domains.
The U.S. military’s control of air, land, sea and
space depends entirely on communication and transmission of energy in its various forms. For the Air
Force and its sister services, continued dominance in
their respective domains means establishing crossdomain dominance across air, space, land, sea and
now cyber.
“Cross-domain dominance means being able to
deliver effects in all domains at the same time, at the
speed of sound and at the speed of light,” Dr. Kass
said. “We cannot afford to allow an enemy to achieve
cross-domain dominance before us. This is the nature
of the transformational mission the chief and the secretary gave us.”
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1402 W. Pikes Peak Ave
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CARs assist Airmen with TSGLI benefits
In the Global War on Terror, tragedy can
strike at any time and in many ways.
Traumatic injuries can put Airmen and their
families in a tight spot.
Traumatic injury protection insurance,
provided through Servicemember’s Group Life
Insurance, can help families out when a servicemember is injured.
The Peterson casualty assistance representatives, Russ Wingert and Neal McCoy, are
the primary points of contact for assisting
potentially eligible members with applications
in coordination with the Peterson clinic
The coverage is a tax-free lump sum payment ranging from $25,000 to $100,000
depending on the extent of the injury.
Members insured under the Servicemembers’
Group Life Insurance policy are automatically
covered at an increase in their premiums of
only $1 per month.
The coverage also includes a retroactive
provision for Airmen who suffered a qualifying
loss as a direct result of injuries incurred in

Operation Iraqi Freedom or Operation Enduring
Freedom from Oct. 7, 2001, through Nov. 30,
2005. Enrollment in SGLI is not a requirement
to receive the retroactive TSGLI benefits.
“The intent of TSGLI is to provide qualifying injured Airmen with an immediate
source of income,” said Mr. Tom Perry, chief
of the casualty matters division at AFPC. “Our
casualty assistance representatives will play an
active role in counseling eligible Airmen and
assisting them with the certification process.”
Certification forms for TSGLI benefits
are available at the Peterson military personnel
flight and should be submitted at the earliest
opportunity.
For information on these benefits, call the
casualty assistance representative at 556-6232
or 556-4229. Airmen with questions regarding
eligibility or processing requirements for
retroactive TSGLI benefits may contact their
base CAR or call the AFPC casualty services
branch at DSN 665-3505 or (800) 433-0048.
(From the Air Force Personnel Center)

Photo by Senior Airman Jessica Switzer

Five weeks left
The first week of the Combined Federal Campaign is
now over. There are five weeks left to donate to the
CFC. For information on how to donate, base personnel can contact their unit representative.
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What you see is what you get!

Lennar

Everything’s Included

®

A whole new way to buy a home!
There’s no hidden costs in a Lennar
– everything’s included home. All the appliances (even the
refrigerator, washer and dryer) – included. Mini-blinds – included. Front and rear yard landscaping
– included. Ceiling fans – included. Basement – included. Thousands of dollars in luxury extras – at no
extra charge! It’s all included in the base price of our homes. So in every Lennar
home
– what you see is what you get!*
Lennar makes homebuying easy – all you have to do is move in!

Lennar Colorado Springs Neighborhoods:
1. MERIDIAN RANCH
From the $230’s, Woodmen Rd. East
to Meridian Rd., North. 494-0847

your new home
in addition
to our already
great Military
discount!
Offer expires 12/31/2006

3. MORNING VIEW ESTATES
From the low $200’s, Woodmen
Rd. East to Powers Blvd., South to
Stetson Hills Blvd., East to Antelope
Ridge Drive., South to Autumn Knoll
Drive. 570-9669
4. MESA RIDGE
From the $220’s I-25 to exit 132,
East on Hwy 16, Rt on Fountain
Mesa Rd. Welcome Home Center
is located on East side of Fountain
Mesa Rd. just past Walgreens.
382-9834
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$500 off

2. STETSON RUN
From the $230’s, Woodmen Rd.
East to Powers Blvd., South to
Stetson Hills Blvd., East to Ferrari Dr.
591-0854
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lennar.com

*Lennar’s Everything’s Included features vary per home collection.
See new home consultant for details. Prices are subject to change and will vary by community. Open daily from
10am to 7pm, except Saturday, 10am to 6pm, Sunday, 11am to 6pm, and Monday, noon to 4pm.

5

6

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, October 12, 2006

‘Combat auditors’
take Iraq by storm
By Steve Brady
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

An accountant donning a flak vest
and Kevlar helmet goes directly against
the stereotypical number crunchers
wearing a suit and tie wielding a calculator and spectacles.
But that is exactly what eight
civilian auditors did when they
deployed to Iraq and Qatar for 45 days
in May to inspect Air Force processes.
The eight were from the Air Force
Audit Agency, six of whom belong to
the Mountain Area Audit Office, located in Building 350 here.
“We never thought when we were
in college getting accounting degrees
that we would be halfway around the
world flying combat missions,” said
John Sobeck, an auditor with the
mountain area office.
Mr. Sobeck and the others –
David Hilburg, Bryce Barton, Bruce
Amos, Pauline Barela and Diana
Paulson, and two others from Kirtland
Air Force Base, N. M., volunteered for
the trip.
The group conducted centrally
directed audits for the Air Force, or
local audits for Central Command Air
Forces or Air Combat Command
Headquarters. The group normally con-

ducts compliance and financial audits
for Peterson, Schriever, the Air Force
Academy and Cheyenne Mountain.
“It was a good experience,” said
Mr. Barton, who has deployed there
twice. “We go out and look at Air Force
people to see how they can do things
more efficiently, and we sometimes
look through rose-colored glasses. It
was good to see what they do in a
deployed situation.”
Audits included fuels management and how it was accounted for,
government purchase card audits, laundry services, the base supply system
and the theater battle management core
system, an on-base application that
connects all the work centers.
The group worked six days a
week, 10 hours a day, and faced some
interesting situations while in theater.
“For me an interesting aspect was
a nighttime ‘combat landing’ into Balad
on a C-130,” Mr. Amos said.
In a combat landing, pilots vary
their runway approach and make various “sharp turns” and dives to make
the aircraft a difficult target for a surface-to-air strike.
“It was unsettling if you have a
weak disposition,” he said.
Being deployed involved
many of the same requirements

Photo by Maj. Brian Salley

Members of the Air Force Audit Agency deployed to Iraq and Qatar for 45
days in May to inspect Air Force processes.

as servicemembers.
“We deploy just like military
folks,” Mr. Sobeck said. “We took NBC
training, self aid and buddy care, we
had the gas mask fit test and Bruce
(Amos) and I qualified with a 9 mm
pistol. I have no prior military experience, so it was an eye-opening experience to deploy with the military folks
and walk a mile in their shoes for some
of the experiences they deal with.”
During their time there, they had
to wear either the desert camouflage or
PT uniform, and faced some of the
same conditions other servicemembers
faced in camp, including the daily
specter of mortar attacks.
“There were a couple nights that
we were ducking under our beds with
body armor on,” during a mortar attack,
Mr. Sobeck said. “They would announce ‘Incoming, incoming,’ over the
Giant Voice system. You feel the thud

and hear the boom; it was disturbing.”
Despite the attacks, they were
there to fulfill the agency’s mission to
assist the Air Force in becoming more
efficient and accountable.
“It’s a humbling experience to be
there, and I’ve been on active duty,”
Mr. Amos said. “I never got to practice
the craft in a war environment and so
that was one of the reasons I went.
“To be there and see these young
warriors in harm’s way – it felt kind of
bad at first, because they’re trying to
accomplish a mission in a war zone,
and we were counting sunglasses,” he
said. “But from a big picture, there are
some inefficiencies and we identified
some of those, so there is a valid need.
“I think it was a win-win, and the
fact that several of us that have been
there are considering going back, it lets
you know that although it’s in a war
zone, it’s a rewarding experience.”

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!
Dr. John Royal, D.D.S., and his Staff are
pleased to announce the opening of Alliance
Family Dentistry, P.C., after serving for more
than 20 years in the U.S. Army Dental Corps.
We provide a full range of
General and Family Dentistry
services in a new state-of-the-art
clinic. Convenient, Comfortable
and Patient Friendly atmosphere!

955-4023 • 6140 Tutt Blvd, Suite 140

TriCare / United
Concordia and
Retired Military /
Delta Dental
Provider
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Complete
Family Session
(up to 4 people)

Citadel Mall
719.550.1400

and 1 - 10x13
(a $150 value)
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FREE
with Military ID!*

*Standard color finish, standard paper only. Not
valid with any other offer. Limit one per customer.
Expires 10/31/06
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TWICE
AS NICE
Digital Cable

High-Speed Internet

Get the Cable Advantage

Leave DSL in the dust

> Adelphia OnDemand – a library of
movies and shows available whenever
you want

> Download speeds up to 4Mbps –
it’s faster than DSL and dial-up

> On-screen guide and parental controls
> Local channels included at no extra cost
> HDTV also available

> Up to 7 personal e-mail accounts
> Freedom™ Internet Security Service
including pop-up blocker, virus protection
and parental controls

TWO GREAT SERVICES. TWO GREAT DEALS.

$33
each per month

$33

for 6 months

for 6 months

each per month

Call 1-866-4ADELPHIA
Limited time offer. After promotional period ends, current monthly rates apply. Services not available in all areas. Pricing, programming and number of channels may change. Installation, equipment and other charges
may apply. OnDemand programs are limited. OnDemand is available to residential customers in certain Adelphia Digital cable wired and serviceable areas only. A digital converter and remote is required. Additional
monthly HDTV equipment charges will apply. To receive HD features and benefits, an HD television (not provided), converter, remote control and other equipment is required. Professional installation required for nonAdelphia cable customers and rates vary according to service area. Actual speeds vary and are not guaranteed. Speed comparisons for downloads only and compare Adelphia download speed of 4.0 Mbps to DSL's standard package download speed of 1.5 Mbps and 56K dial-up. Certain restrictions apply. Services are subject to terms and conditions of Adelphia policies and practices. Please call 1-866-4Adelphia for complete details. ©
2006 Adelphia Communications.

7

8

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, October 12, 2006

Hot dog fundraiser
The Peterson Spouse’s Club is having a hot dog
sale from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday at the commissary. Proceeds will be used for a new scoreboard for
Patrick Henry Elementary School. For information,
call 622-0681.

Blood drive
Memorial Healthsystems is having a blood drive
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Nov. 21 at the Arnold
Auditorium of the Centralized Integration Support
Facility, Building 2025. All blood types are needed.

Readiness classes
The Airman and Family Readiness Center offers
the following classes: All classes meet at the Airman
and Family Readiness Center, Building 350, unless
otherwise noted.
Readiness briefing 1 to 2 p.m. Monday; Preseparation briefing 2 to 3 p.m. Monday; TAP workshop 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday, Enlisted Club;
Financial readiness 3 to 4 p.m. Monday; Sponsor
training 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Tuesday; Reserve demobilization pre-separation briefing 1 to 2 p.m. Tuesday;
First time home buying 1 to 4 p.m. Wednesday; Car
buying 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Oct. 19; Pre-marriage seminar 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Oct. 20.
For information and more class listings, go to
https://www.amc-ids.org/php/homepage.asp?
Base_ID=19.

Job fair
The RecruitMilitary Career Fair is 11 a.m. to
3 p.m. Oct. 26 at the Wings Over the Rockies Air &
Space Museum in Denver. For information or to register as a job-seeker, go to www.recruitmilitary.com.

Right decision workshops
The career assistance advisor is having Air Force
benefits review and enlisted career options workshops
from 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. Nov. 7 and Dec. 5 at the
Professional Development Center. For information,

call Master Sgt. Kristin Clark at 556-9226 or e-mail
kristin.clark@peterson.af.mil.

Correction
The telephone number listed in the Oct. 5 edition of the Space Observer for Reserve personnel
records was incorrect. Reservists may call 556-7975
for a copy of their records.

Ski sale
The 21st Services Squadron is having a ski sale
beginning at 9:30 a.m. Friday at the Outdoor
Recreation Center; numbers will be distributed beginning at 8 a.m. Used items include skis, poles, boots and
bindings; new equipment including jackets, bibs, goggles and more. For information, call 556-4867.

Spouses’ club
The Peterson Spouses’ Club is having its monthly function at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday at Building 350, 135
Dover St. October’s event is a spaghetti dinner and
bingo for $5 per person. Bingo is open to Peterson
Spouses’ Club members only. Membership is available at the door. RSVP to Connie at 282-8549 by
Sunday or e-mail ronandconniemclean@msn.com.

Pain management
A psycho-educational group for managing pain
meets from 8 to 9:30 a.m. Nov. 1 at the Life Skills
Clinic. Tips include cognitive-behavioral skills, relaxation techniques and education on pain and medications. For information or to refer patients, call Dr.
Stetson or Dr. Neu at 556-7804.

Deployed spouses dinner
The October deployed spouses dinner is 6 p.m.
Friday at the chapel. There will be prizes, a magician
and more.

Make a Difference Day
The Make a Difference Day kickoff breakfast is
7 to 9 a.m. Oct. 27 at the Colorado Springs City
Auditorium. The Make a Difference Day project will

be from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Oct. 28 at Fort Carson.
Continental breakfast and lunch will be provided for
all the MADD volunteers. This year’s project is general outdoor beautification of three of Fort Carson’s
reservoirs, including landscaping, replacing grills,
building and construction and repairing pathways.
All volunteers should wear appropriate and
weather ready clothing and bring work gloves. If possible volunteers are requested to bring rakes to use
during the project. Children are welcome if accompanied by an adult. To volunteer call Nona Daugherty at
556-7832 or e-mail nona.daugherty@peterson.af.mil.

Enlisted heritage dining out
The Peterson Air Force enlisted heritage dining
out is 5:30 p.m. Nov. 3 at the Officers Club. The menu
includes choice of London broil, stuffed chicken or
vegetarian meal; guest speaker is Chief Master Sgt.
Michael Sullivan, Air Force Space Command command chief. Squadron ticket sale representatives are
needed; call Staff Sgt. Shellie Black at 556-1614. To
volunteer as a committee member, contact Master
Sgt. Gerd Scheller at 556-7106.

Military history symposium
The U.S. Air Force Academy, Department of
History 21st Military History Symposium is Nov. 1 to
3 at the Air Force Academy. This year’s theme is
“Harnessing the Heavens: National Defense through
Space.” The registration fee of $95 includes the
evening banquet, lunches and refreshments. For
information, e-mail Sympo.DFH@usafa.af.mil or
call (719) 333-3230. To register go to https://www.
aogusafa.net/events/Registration.aspx?eventid=1.

Fitness center court floors
The Fitness and Sports Center’s racquetball
courts and both gymnasiums have been refinished. The
fitness center now requires court users to carry their
court shoes into the fitness center from outside. Shoes
should not have stones, pebbles or other debris in the
crevices of the soles For information, call 556-4462.

Your 2 weeks are up.
Now what?

Responsible Military Loans: Available at Pioneer Services.
Is your payday loan suddenly due “in full” or have you simply grown tired of rolling it over again and again while the interest and fees add up? At Pioneer Services,
we offer a responsible and affordable alternative: personal installment loans with ﬁxed rates and terms just like you get at your local bank or military credit union.
We understand the military lifestyle and use a proprietary scoring model to get you the credit that you deserve. And with the 15-Day Military Loan Guarantee,
you can trust that your loan is at the best rate available or you can return the money, no questions asked.
3273 S Academy Blvd | Colorado Springs, CO
719.391.1111 | M-F 0900-1800 S 1000-1400
© 2006 Pioneer Licensing Services, Inc. Pioneer Services is a brand name and registered service mark of Pioneer Licensing Services, Inc., where its use is duly licensed to afﬁliates and partners of Pioneer Licensing Services, Inc.
All applications subject to the credit policies of our lending partner. No ofﬁcial US military endorsement is implied.
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Suicide prevention: How to help
Schriever Life Skills Support Center

Suicide is the second-leading
cause of death for active-duty Airmen.
Some suicides occur without warning,
but most will display warning signs.
Can you tell? Can you identify
someone at risk? What do you look for?
Some of the warning signs may
include: sudden changes in behavior,
loss of hope for the future, social withdrawal and isolation, increased alcohol
use, preoccupation with death and
dying, giving away possessions,
becoming depressed and verbally venting a desire to inflict self-harm.
The presence of warning signs
does not mean a person will commit suicide, but the more warning signs you
see, the more concerned you should be.
Significant relationship problems, work-related problems, financial
or legal issues or the loss of a close
friend or relative also affect a person
who is contemplating suicide.
If you notice these signs in a coworker or a friend, do not be afraid to
ask him about it. Sit down and talk to
him. Be open and honest with the indi-

vidual; this shows the person you care
about him and you are truly concerned.
If a person mentions suicide, this
is a cry for help. The level of risk is
much higher if the individual has
described a specific plan as to how he
will take his life. Ask if he has access to
the said method, such as a handgun or
medications, then locate these items
and remove them if safely possible.
Regardless of the level of risk,
take all threats of suicide seriously.
Knowing whom to contact and how to
get help is crucial. During duty hours,
get the individual to the chaplain or the
Life Skills Support Center. After duty
hours, take him to the emergency room.
Life Skills offers individual and
group counseling, stress and anger management classes. The clinic is located in
Building 1171 and is open 7:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. daily. If you have questions,
call 556-7804. For additional information call Military One Source at (800)
342-9647, www.militaryonesource.com
or www. militarymentalhealth.org.
Remember – suicide prevention
begins in the community by being a
good wingman and taking care of others as well as yourself.

Photo courtesy 12th Fighter Squadron

NORAD intercepts aircraft
ELMENDORF AIR FORCE BASE, Alaska – An F-15C Eagle from the
12th Fighter Squadron at Elmendorf Air Force Base flies next to a
Russian Tu-95 Bear Bomber during a Russian exercise Sept. 28, which
brought the Bear near the west coast of Alaska. The Eagle took off as
part of North American Aerospace Defense Command's reaction to
this training opportunity provided by the Russian 137th Air Army.

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!
• Active-duty personnel and their
dependents are eligible once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.
referral is
No Primary Care
call for
ply
Sim
ry.
necessa
nt.
me
int
an appo

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.
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Climb to the peak of your profession with a career in:

SECURITY

Someday, you'll find a community
you can call "home".

Beazer Homes is pleased and proud to be a part
of the Colorado Springs community!

Give your career
some added security.

Visit any Beazer Homes community and receive

The rapid growth of the Internet and
e-Business has increased the need of
individuals capable of protecting vital
enterprise computer systems and
networks from unauthorized change,
improper access, theft of information
and monetary theft.

$5,000 to $10,000 in Incentives*
ASK ABOUT OUR $1 V.A. MOVE-IN SPECIAL!

$10,000 Incentive!

To find your brand new home in a community that's right for you,
and
see the map or visit beazer.com.
Po w
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CTU offers:

2 Wolf Ranch ~ NEW PHASE OPEN!
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Research Pkwy

• Security courses validated by
the Committee on National
Security Systems
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From the Low $300's
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719.636.1984
G.E.
APPLIANCE PACK AGE**
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FREE

1 Sweetwater Ridge ~ OPENS SOON!
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• Military Certification of CTU
degree programs

719.886.4250
Homes from the Mid $200's

24

• Gain knowledge necessary
to meet DOD8570
requirements

4 Claremont Ranch - 3 NEW MODELS!

719.573.5227
Homes from the Low $200's
2 Story Townhomes from Low $100's

4

• Available Bachelor and
Executive Format Masters
Degrees in Computer
System Security

5 Lowell Neighborhood

719.636.1984
3 Story Townhomes from Upper $100's

24

Fountain

Circle D r i v

719.473.6693
Townhomes from the Mid $100's

Peterson
Air Force
Base

7

Drennan
Powers
Blvd

83
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e

Broadmoor

6 Spring Creek ~ CLOSEOUT!

Academy Blvd

6

11

7 Soaring Eagles ~ NOW OPEN!

719.392.8000
2 Story Townhomes from Mid $100's

CLIMB TO THE PEAK OF YOUR PROFESSION®

Incentive amount varies by community. Offers valid only on new
contracts only and financed through Beazer Mortgage.

4435 N. Chestnut St.
Colorado Springs, CO

(866) 386-1893

www.coloradotech.edu

Colorado Technical University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission and a member of the North Central Association,
30 N. LaSalle St., Suite 2400, Chicago, IL 60602. 312-263-0456 - www.ncahigherlearningcommission.org

We’ve lost our shirts…
to get you tires at
HIGHLANDS RANCH • 3992 Red Cedar Dr. • (303) 791-5043
CASTLE ROCK • 7520 Village Square • (303) 668-0520
PARKER • Lincoln Ave. & Lincoln Meadows Pkwy • COMING SOON!
AURORA • E. Smoky Hill Rd. & Highway 470 • COMING SOON!

Cheap
Prices!

SAVEUP TO
$

75
25

$
AS
LOW
AS

EA

P155/80R-13

TOURING

PERFORMANCE

47

$
AS
LOW
AS

EA

47

$
AS
LOW
AS

P205/70R-15 • P215/70R-15
P205/65R-15

EA

P195/60R-15 • P195/60R-14
P215/65R-15

WHEN YOU BUY
4 SELECT TIRES
OR WHEELS.
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.

TRUCK/SUV

65

$
AS
LOW
AS

DESTINY

EA

P235/75R-15 • P235/70R-16

72

$
AS
LOW
AS

P185/70R-14

®

5720 E Woodmen Rd. (Powers & Woodmen Next to Home Depot) ...... (719) 266-5304
4465 Forest Hills Rd. (Garden of the Gods just E. of Centennial) ....... (719) 260-5974
770 Abbot Lane (8th & Cimarron) ........................................... (719) 520-0694

1770 Dublin (N. Academy & Dublin) ........................................... (719) 260-9181
305 N. Academy Blvd. (Academy & Platt by Target) ..................... (719) 574-8400
1826 Hwy 50 West (Pueblo) ................................................ (719) 545-3407

SPECIAL FINANCING AVAILABLE O.A.C.
M-F: 8:30-6
SAT.: 8:30-5

APPOINTMENTS
AVAILABLE
AMERICA’S LARGEST INDEPENDENT TIRE DEALER

tires.com

SHOP | APPOINTMENTS | PAY

STATE OR LOCAL TAXES AND, WHERE REQUIRED OR CHARGED, STATE ENVIRONMENTAL OR DISPOSAL FEES ARE EXTRA.
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10% Food Discount
with Military ID
Featuring
Big Screens & Satellite TV
Award-Winning Wings
35¢ Wing Tuesdays
50¢ Boneless Wing Thursdays
14 Signature Sauces
The Hottest Sports Action

667-3880

Colorado Springs • 7425 N. Academy Blvd.

719.594.WING
Coming soon: Powers & N. Carefree

©2005 Buffalo Wild Wings, Inc. BWW060324
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556-5185

 Public Affairs

556-4022

 Air Force OSI

556-1065

 Optometry

(888) 887-4111

 Nurse Advice

556-7693

 Military Equal Opportunity

556-4770

Military/Civilian/Travel Pay

556-2104

complaints

 Inspector General

556-4455

 Housing Maintenance

556-2100

 Fraud, Waste and Abuse

556-1333

 Dental Clinic

556-7765

 Commissary

556-4030

 Civil Engineers

556-4442

 Chaplain

596-7270

 Base Exchange

556-7777

 Action Line

556-7321

911

 Base Operator

(Emergency)

 Fire Department

The following base agencies
listed below should be
contacted locally to resolve
issues:
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Air Force proposes initial Joint Strike Fighter locations
Air Force Print News
ARLINGTON, Va. – Plans for
initiating environmental analyses for
proposed locations of the Air Force’s
newest fighter, the F-35 Lightning II,
were announced by Air Force officials
Oct. 4.
The initial Joint Strike Fighter
locations include:
 Eglin Air Force Base, Fla., for
primary maintenance and flight training;
 Nellis AFB, Nev., and Edwards
AFB, Calif., for flight-testing; and
 Hill AFB, Utah, Kadena Air
Base, Japan, and Shaw AFB/McEntire
Air National Guard Base, S.C., for
operational squadrons.
Both stateside operational bases
will combine active duty and Reserve
component members to maximize flexibility and combat capability.
“Our environmental analyses will
facilitate our decision-making process
as these locations are evaluated,” said
Gen. T. Michael Moseley, Air Force
chief of staff.

With this announcement, the Air
Force will begin the environmental
analysis process, which could take up to
two years. Environmental analyses will
study traditional Air National Guard and
Air Force Reserve bases along with a
selection of active-duty bases.
“The capabilities we provide the
joint warfighter are in high demand, yet
we have the oldest aircraft inventory in
our history,” General Moseley said.
“The Air Force will continue to invest
in advanced capabilities needed to
defeat the emerging technological
advances of our adversaries.”
The F-35 Lightning II basing plan
will create a synergistic Total Force mix
of active, Guard and Reserve units operating the Air Force’s newest fifth generation fighter aircraft. The Total Force
mix provides the best possible team to
deliver sovereign options for the defense
of the U. S. in the war on terrorism.
The Air Force is expected to start
taking delivery of F-35A aircraft in
2009, with planned deliveries continuing beyond 2025.

Photo by Chief Petty Officer Eric Clement

The F-35 Lightning II is the next generation strike fighter bringing cuttingedge technologies to the battlespace of the future. The Lightning II features an advanced airframe, autonomic logistics, avionics, propulsion
systems, stealth and firepower. The Lightning II is a fifth-generation,
supersonic stealth fighter designed to replace a wide range of existing
aircraft, including the AV-8B Harrier, A-10 Thunderbolt II, F-16 Fighting
Falcon, F/A-18 Hornet and Royal Air Force Harrier GR-7 and Sea Harriers.
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For a limited time, buy one air/hotel package
and the second person flies free* from Colorado Springs!
Packages available with over 35 of Las Vegas’ most exciting hotels.

* Offer based on a buy one (1) air/hotel package, get one (1) round-trip companion airfare for free. Minimum
two (2) night air/hotel package required. Companion travel must be on same itinerary as regular fare passenger. Must be purchased by Oct. 21, 2006 for travel between Oct. 29, 2006 and Feb. 1, 2007. Offer not availableNov. 26-27, Dec. 9-11, 25-31, 2006; Jan. 1-3, 2007. Prices do not include PFC, segment tax or Sept. 11 security
fee of up to $10.30 per segment. A convenience fee of $7.50 per traveling customer will apply when booked at
www.allegiantair.com or through an Allegiant Air call center. Travel purchased through an Allegiant Air call
center will cost an additional $5.00 per segment. A segment is defined as one take-off and one landing. Fares
are non-refundable. Restrictions apply. Offer not valid on previously purchased tickets.
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Experience The Credit Union Difference
ȱ ȱ ȱȱȱȱěȱȱ¢ȱȱ¢Ƿ

New, Used, & Refinanced Auto Loans
As Low As

$295/month*
Call 593-8600

5937 Constitution Avenue
www.aafcu.com

ȱǯȱǯǰȱǰ
ǰȱǭȱȱȱ

3D\PHQWH[DPSOHEDVHGRQPRQWKDXWRORDQDW$35ZLWKDORDQDPRXQWRI$35 $QQXDO3HUFHQWDJH5DWH:LWKDSSURYHGFUHGLW2IIHUJRRGRQQHZXVHG UH¿QDQFHGYHKLFOHV0D\YDU\IURP$35$35GHSHQGLQJRQFUHGLWZRUWKLQHVV SHUFHQWDJHRIUHWDLOSULFH¿QDQFHG$GYHUWLVHGUDWHLQ
FOXGHV$35GLVFRXQWZKHQXVLQJ'LUHFW'HSRVLW $XWRPDWLF3D\PHQW7HUPVXSWRPRQWKVPRQWKWHUPDYDLODEOHZLWKUDWHDVORZDV$35/LPLWHGWLPHRIIHUUDWHVXEMHFWWRFKDQJH2WKHUUDWHVDYDLODEOHZLWKRXW'LUHFW'HSRVLW $XWRPDWLF3D\PHQW/RQJHUWHUPVDWRWKHUUDWHVDOVRDYDLODEOH0HPEHUVKLSUHTXLUHPHQWV
& other restrictions apply. Branches also in Castle Rock, Elizabeth, Parker, & Highlands Ranch.

Your savings federally
insured to $100,000

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration,
a U.S. Government Agency
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Congratulations to the Airmen
who re-enlisted in September:

Peterson AFB
Staff Sgt. Nomer Alinas, 76th
Space Control Squadron; Senior
Airman Kyle Boudreaux, 850th
Electronics System Group; Master
Sgt. Dorian Coleman, U.S. Northern
Command; Tech. Sgt. Catherine
Grover, 21st Medical Operations
Squadron; Master Sgt. Barrington
Holness, Detachment 7; Staff Sgt.
Misty Jackson, Air Force Space
Command Civil Engineer Flight; Tech
Sgt. Mandeep Johal, 21st Aerospace
Medicine Squadron; Tech. Sgt.
Michael Kneip, Headquarters Air
Force Space Command; Staff Sgt.
Jeremy Koss, Joint Personal Property
Shipping Office; Staff Sgt. Ray
Marquez Jr., 21st Security Forces
Squadron; Master Sgt. Casey
McDade, 21st Space Communication
Squadron; Staff Sgt. Jacob Miller,
21st SFS; Staff Sgt. Paula
Moungsiharat,
21st
Medical
Operations Squadron; Senior Master
Sgt. Robert O’Connor Jr., HQ
AFSPC; Staff Sgt. Dianna Padilla,
21st Dental Squadron; Master Sgt.
Michael Riley,
U.S. Air Force
Academy Band; Tech. Sgt. James
Robb, 21st Civil Engineer Squadron;
Master Sgt. David Selander, Space
and Missile Systems Center; Staff Sgt.
Derek Smith, 21st Logistics
Readiness Squadron; Master Sgt.

Scott Stolte, AFSPC CES; Senior
Airman Brian Talbott, 21 Medical
Support Squadron; Staff Sgt. Krista
Talbott, 21st MDSS; Master Sgt.
Carlo Tomaselli, 850th ELSG; Senior
Airman Heidi Waddington, 21st CES,
Chief Master Sgt. Lewis Weaver Jr.,
21st CES; Senior Master Sgt. Kevin
Wagner,
21st
Maintenance
Operations Flight

Cheyenne Mountain AFS
Staff Sgt. David Bralley, 721st
Communications Squadron; Master
Sgt. James Dewitt, 1st Space Control
Squadron; Staff Sgt. Joseph Payne,
721st Security Forces Squadron; Staff
Sgt. Robert Semen, 721st CS

Thule Air Base, Greenland
Senior Airman Laura Flores,
821st Support Squadron; Staff Sgt.
Raymone Massey, 821st Security
Forces Squadron; Staff Sgt. David
Palmer, 821st SFS.
Congratulations to the graduates of the Mentoring professional
education class:
Master Sgt. Jerome Oddo, U.S.
AFAB; Tech. Sgt. Gina Iken, Air
Force Space Command; Tech. Sgt.
Sandra Mitchell, 76th Space Control
Squadron; Tech. Sgt. Timothy
Stambaugh, USAFA Band; Tech.
Sgt. Calvin Thornton, HQ AFSPC;
Tech. Sgt. Shauna Yannarelli,
Northern Command; Senior Airman
Russell Kamada, SMC.
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Air Force meets 2006 OTS,
enlisted recruiting goals
Air Force Print News
RANDOLPH AIR FORCE
BASE, Texas – The Air Force exceeded
its fiscal 2006 enlisted recruiting goal of
30,750 by assessing 30,888 men and
women into active duty from Oct. 1,
2005, through Sept. 30, 2006.
Air Force Recruiting
Service also was successful in recruiting
line officers and
chaplains, bringing
in 485 line officers
and 31 chaplains for
100 percent of the
yearly goal.
Line
officers
include pilots, navigators and those in technical
and non-technical fields who
attend Officer Training School, which
is one of three commissioning sources.
The other commissioning sources are
Air Force ROTC and the U.S. Air Force
Academy in Colorado Springs.
“Our recruiting team, like our
new ad campaign says, truly did something amazing,” said Brig. Gen.
Suzanne M. “Zan” Vautrinot, AFRS
commander.
“The Air Force needed more than
30,000 new professionals in 150 career
fields and we accomplished that 100percent plus,” the general said. “Our
nation asked the Air Force to provide

special skills to ensure pararescue,
combat controllers, linguists and other
technically and physically challenging
areas were filled, and we did that. Our
Air Force showcased extraordinary
career opportunities and brought in
amazing people to protect our
great nation.”
While the Air
Force met its overall
recruiting goal, the
service continues to
face the challenge of
finding physicians,
dentists and nurses
to meet its healthprofessions requirements. The Air Force
recruited 757 health professionals against a requirement of
1,382.
With the start of the new fiscal
year, General Vautrinot emphasizes the
Air Force still needs hundreds of doctors, dentists, nurses and pharmacists,
as well as ground and airborne linguists.
It also needs people to fill special-operations career fields such as
pararescue and combat control.
The enlisted accessions goal for
fiscal year 2007 is 27,760 new recruits,
while the goal for line officers is 482,
representing a reduction from 2006 due
to continued force-shaping measures.

You are invited to
First Baptist Church of Peaceful Valley
• Independent - Fundamental
• King James Bible
• Soul Winning and Visitation Program
• Bus Ministry
• Faith Promise Missions
• Annual Missions Conference
• Old Fashioned Preaching
• Strong Bible Centered Families

Services are as follows:
Sunday 9:45am Sunday School
10:30am Preaching Service
6:00pm Evening Service
Wednesday 7:00pm Bible Study and Prayer Meeting
Thursday 9:30am and 6:30pm Visitation
Saturday Men’s Prayer Meeting
We are located at the corner of Fontaine and Powers
7925 Fontaine Blvd, Colorado Springs, CO 80925
AW Payne, Pastor (719-392-4444)
www.firstbaptistchurchofpeacefulvalley.org
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Response, from Page 1
has continued to provide reliable information
to the military community ever since.
The mission for the Space Observer and
our 21st SW Public Affairs Office has not
changed – but moving to electronic delivery
of news and information is part of progress.
As part of the Space Observer’s goodbye, we want to share a glimpse at what was
making news at various points in time during
the 50 year life of the newspaper.
Following are articles, and some photos, from times past. Enjoy this trip down
memory lane, and this last print edition of
the Peterson Air Force Base Space Observer.
(Steve Brady is the Space Observer editor and is responsible for updating the
Peterson public Web page. Continue to e-mail
information for news and announcements to
space.observer@ peterson.af.mil.)

The new
Peterson Web
site is now
available at
www.peterson.
af.mil

SPACECOM blasts into being
By Ed Parsons
Public Affairs Division

Space Command is here.
Nearly 800 people sat in bright blue bleachers
on a clear September day, Wednesday, as they
watched the 35-minute ceremony marking the beginning of the newest United States Air Force command
– the Space Command.
Participating in the ceremony were Under
Secretary of the Air Force Edward C. Aldridge Jr.,
Vice Chief of staff of the U.S. Air Force Gen. Jerome
E. O’Malley, Commander of Space Division and the
newly appointed vice commander of Space
Command, Lt. Gen. Richard C. Henry, and the new
commander of Space Command Gen. James V.
Hartinger.
Heading the long list of dignitaries were
Governor of Colorado, Richard D. Lamm; U.S.
Representative Ken Kramer; Mayor of Colorado
Springs Robert M. Isaac; the Commander of Fort
Carson and the 4th Infantry Division (Mech) Maj.
Gen. T.G. Jenes and the Superintendent of the Air
Force Academy, Maj. Gen. Robert E. Kelly.
“It’s a great day for the Air Force and the City of
Colorado Springs,” Mr. Aldridge said. He noted that
we are on the threshold of a new era and that establishing the Space Command is a major step in meeting the challenges of national security and world
peace.
“There has been a shift n philosophy with
regard to military space programs,” he said. “In the
past, our space systems were designed to operate in a
non-hostile, benign environment. Unfortunately, the
aggressive Soviet military space programs with their
operational anti-satellite system and their growing
military capabilities have forced us to change that
philosophy.”
Mr. Aldridge said that Colorado Springs was
selected as the site for the new Space Command
because a strong nucleus of trained space personnel
and facilities already exist in the area. There are also

the resources of the Consolidated Space Operations
Center, and the growing industrial technology base
within the state.
“I can’t think of a more capable leader than
General Jim Hartinger to be the first commander of
Space Command. He will bring our operational space
assets together and establish a foundation that we
hope will rapidly evolve into a unified command with
Army and Navy participation,” the undersecretary
said.
During the ceremony, Mr. Aldridge presented
General Hartinger with the Defense Distinguished
Service Medal on behalf of the Secretary of Defense
and the Chief of Staff. This medal is the highest
peacetime award given by the Department of
Defense.
General Hartinger said that he was honored and
proud to have been selected as the first commander of
the Space Command.
“Establishment of the command is a crucial
milestone in the evolution of military space operations. Space is a place, like land, and sea and air – a
theater of operations. And it was just a matter of time
until space was treated as such,” he said.
In general, the Space Command will provide the
operational pull to go with the technology push which
has been the dominant factor in the space world since
its inception, General Hartinger said.
Some of the particular areas which need more
emphasis according to the general are:
 a push for understanding and awareness of
the Soviet space threat.
 development of space defense doctrine and
strategy.
 promoting and overseeing space activities in
Air Force and joint exercises.
 advocating a sound survivability program for
all operational space systems.
“With the establishment of the Space
Command, the Air Force is going operational in
space,” General Hartinger said. “We have the right
time, we think we have the right place, we think we

Photo by Jeff Wolfe

A Delta II rocket awaits liftoff.

have the right people.”
In addition to his new position, General
Hartinger is also Commander in Chief of the North
American Aerospace Defense Command.
Personnel from NORAD headquarters and the
46th Aerospace Defense Wing were present at the
ceremony in four flight formations. The United
States Air Force Academy Band provided the music
and the Academy color guard handled the posting of
the colors. Col. James Eaton Jr., acted as the commander of the troops.
(Reprinted from the Sept. 3, 1982, Observer.)
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Balloonist led first air force
By Master Sgt. Jim Troyer
Langley AFB, Va.

It was (100) years ago this month when Capt.
Charles de Forest Chandler received a memo putting
him in charge of the American air force.
The year was 1907, four years after the Wright
brothers’ success at Kitty Hawk. But balloons, not
airplanes, were the passion of the day. Thus, the U.S.
Air Service began not with the sputter of aircraft
engines, but with the silence of hot air balloons.
The best ballooning was in Europe, so that’s
where Captain Chandler and 1st Lt. Frank P. Lahm
spent their leave time. Lieutenant Lahm won the first
International Balloon Race in France in 1906. His
success prompted the newly formed Aero Club of
America to offer a trophy to anyone who could do
better.
Captain Chandler and J.C. McCoy took off from
St. Louis, Mo., Oct. 17, 1907. They touched down
473 miles away at Walton, W. Va., to claim the prize.

With his flying experience, the soaring captain
was the obvious choice to head up the Army’s new
aeronautical division. One of his first tasks, according to the opening chapter of today’s Air Force regulation on public affairs, was to put out a press release.
That, of course, also made him the Air Force’s first
public affairs officer.
Captain Chandler did not allow his love of ballooning to obscure his interest in the Wright brothers’
new invention. He drew pilot certificate No. 8 for the
Federation Aeronautique International in 1907. He
was at Fort Myers, Va., in 1909 for the Wright
Airplane Trials. And he launched the first Army aviation school at College Park, Md., in 1911.
On June 8, 1912, he gave the nation a sneak preview of air wars to come. Flying over the College
Park airdrome at 600 feet, he riddles a target on the
ground with bullets from a Lewis machine gun.
Gen. William Mitchell later recalled that
Captain Chandler had flown over the same field
shortly before the machine gun demonstration, toss-

ing oranges at an object on the ground.
But the silent power of the balloons still maintained its sway over Captain Chandler’s career. In
France during World War I he commanded the balloon section of the American Expeditionary Force.
While his role as a public affairs officer was
short-lived, he never stopped writing. He co-authored
two books on ballooning and, when the Army’s dirigible Roma crashed in flames at Norfolk, Va., in
February 1922, he used the newspapers to take his
views to the American newspapers.
“There would have been no explosion and no
fire if the ship had been filled with helium instead of
hydrogen,” he said in a statement to the press.
Following his retirement as a full colonel in
1920, Chandler collaborated with Lahm on an
account of the military’s first unsteady steps into aviation history. “How the Army Grew Wings” was published in 1933. He also served as aeronautics editor of
the Rondal Press Co., from 1920 until his death May
18, 1939.
(Reprinted from the Sept. 3, 1982, Observer
newspaper.)

Army creates
aero division
WASHINGTON D.C. – The Army announced
today the creation of an ‘aeronautical division’ for all
matters pertaining to military ballooning, air
machines, and all kindred subjects.
The memorandum, signed by Brig. Gen. James
Allen, the Army’s chief Signal officer, named Capt.
Charles de Forest Chandler to head the new division.
In a press release this week, Captain Chandler
said the new division would consolidate the Army’s
current data on ballooning and heavier-than-air craft
and would plan future tests and experiments.
“An enthusiastic aerialist, Captain Chandler,
with Maj. Samuel Reber, represented the Army in the
American Aero Club’s free ascent competition in
Massachusetts last year.
The captain will be assisted in his new duties by
Cpl. Edward Ward and Pfc. Joseph E. Barrett.
(About 100 years ago, in August 1907, the Army
created the Air Services. The above news release is
reprinted from the Sept. 3, 1982 Observer.)
Circa 1959 - gas cost
30 cents a gallon
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Air Defense Command NCO
Becomes Top Enlisted Man
The Air Force Tuesday named ADC’s
CMSgt. Paul W. Airey as Chief Master
Sergeant of the Air Force – It’s newly created top enlisted position. He immediately
pledged to work for even better utilization of
the more than three-quarters-of-a-millionman enlisted corps.
Sergeant Airey, until Tuesday a first
sergeant with ADC’s 4756th Civil
Engineering Squadron at Tyndall AFB, Fla.,
was selected by Gen. John P. McConnell, Air
Force Chief of Staff.
He had been nominated for the position by Lt. Gen. Herbert B. Thatcher, ADC
commander who selected sergeant Airey
from a group of ADC chief master sergeants
recommended by their home bases. Sergeant
Airey and the others recommended visited
Ent and ADC headquarters in December.
Appointed to General McConnell’s
personal staff for a two-year term, Sergeant
Airey’s primary job as senior Air Force airman will be to represent his service’s enlisted men and women in matters concerning
their welfare, effective utilization and
progress. He will represent them in seeking
solutions with top service leaders.
“I’m particularly interested in areas of
retention, career development, educational
progression, and civil responsibilities,” he
said. “I welcome this opportunity to work
toward making our aerospace people an
even more valuable asset to the Air Force
and to the nation.”
Sergeant Airey, a native of New
Bedford, Mass., is a 24 year veteran having
served as an aerial gunner in Europe during
World War II.
He was captured after bailing out of his
flak-damaged plane, and was a prisoner of
war from July 1944 to May 1945. He is credited with 28 combat missions.
He was awarded the Legion of Merit
during the Korean conflict while assigned to
Naha AB, Okinawa. The award was earned
for having conceived a means of construct-

Ads circa 1967

Air Force file photo

In 1966, the Air Force had more than 5,900
chief master sergeants on duty. When the
service began its search to fill the newlycreated position of "Chief Master
Sergeant of the Air Force," only 26 of
those chiefs were eligible to be considered. Only three were chosen as finalists.
The honor went to Paul W. Airey. History
has shown that it was the right choice.

ing equipment from salvaged parts that
improved corrosion control of sensitive
radio and radar components.
His other military awards include the
Air Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster and both
the Army and Air Force Commendation
Medals.
Sergeant Airey is married to the former
Shirley E. Babbitt of Framingham, Mass.
The couple have three children: Ellen 19;
Dale 17; and Shawn 10. They will live at
Bolling AFB, D.C.
Sergeant Airey will be officially sworn
in at Pentagon ceremonies on April 3.
(Reprinted from the Feb. 23, 1967
Aerospace Observer.)

Timeline: A look back at the last 50 years
1958 – On Jan. 31
The United States put its first satellite,
“Explorer I,” into orbit around the
earth. The launch came after the Soviets
had successfully launched a satellite
called “Sputnik” one year earlier. For a
brief period, it seemed
that the Soviets had a
major lead in space.
This was soon translated into what
became known as “the
missile gap.”
1962 – July 21, Alan
Shepard became the

first American in space. Shepard’s flight
lasted only 15 minutes. Earlier in the
year, President Kennedy had announced
the goal of landing a man on the moon
by the end of the decade, and on
February 20th, 1962, John Glenn
became the first American to go into
orbit.
1969 – July 24
Six months before
the goal set by
President Kennedy,
American astronaut
Neil Armstrong
became the first

man to walk on the moon.
1979 – Nov. 4
A mob of Iranian students attacked the
U.S. embassy in Iran. They seized the
embassy personnel as hostages. The
hostages were released 444 days later
on Jan. 20, 1981.
1981
President Reagan
proposed the largest
peacetime military
build-up in U.S. history, 180 billion dollar expansion over a

1986 – Jan. 28
Space Shuttle Challenger explodes
73 seconds after launch, killing all
on board.
six year period. The build-up included
the B-1 bomber, the B-2 stealth bomber
and an array of conventional weapons
programs. Part of the build-up included
the beginning of the Star Wars
Defensive Missile program.
1982 – Sept. 1
Space Command created with
Gen. James V. Hartinger in
command.

1995 – Feb 3
U.S. Air Force Lt. Col.
Eileen M. Collins becomes
the first woman space
shuttle pilot.
2000 – Oct. 12
The USS Cole a
Guided Missile
Destroyer was attacked while on
a refueling stop in Aden. The

ship was attacked by suicide
bombers in a small inflatable
boat which came alongside
and then detonated. The
attack was the work of the
Al Queda led by Osama
Ben Ladin. Seventeen
soldiers were killed and
36 were wounded.
2001 – Sept. 11
Four groups of terrorists from alQaeda, hijacked four aircraft. The
first two were crashed into the World
Trade Center in New York, the third
crashed into the Pentagon, the fourth

crashed into a field in
Pennslyvania. A total 2595
including 343 fire fighters
and policemen were killed in
the World Trade Center. 175
were killed in the Pentagon
and 265 passengers of the
planes died.
2003 – Feb. 1
The space shuttle Columbia disintegrated during reentry killing all on board.
Columbia had completed a successful
16 day science mission. Columbia was
doomed from a few moments after
launch when a large piece of foam that

insulated the fuel tank broke off and hit
the leading edge of the shuttles wing.
2003 – March 19 Operation Iraqi
Freedom begins.
2005 – Aug. 29
Hurricane Katrina a
category 5 storm
struck the Gulf
Coast near the
mouth of the
Mississippi
River.
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302nd AW assists with Operation Mountain Fury
By Maj. Ann P. Knabe
379th Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs

SOUTHWEST ASIA – Far
above the rugged mountainous terrain
of eastern Afghanistan, a 746th
Expeditionary Airlift Squadron C-130
aircrew flies into the night sky. Just
hundreds of feet below, firefights and
mortar fire dot the landscape.
It was a first for the 302nd Airlift
Wing air crews as the Air Force
Reserve unit from Peterson Air Force
Base performed combat offloads in
Farah.
Air Force Reservists peer
through their night-vision goggles at
the battles raging on the mountainside,
knowing they are playing a key role in
Operation Mountain Fury.
“The supplies we delivered
helped these guys survive and fight
the enemy,” said Master Sgt. John
Eichenberg, a loadmaster with more
than 27 years in the military. “You
could tell it when we dropped off the
ammo. They were almost out and they
were fighting the Taliban hard.”
The 746th EAS is one of several
379th Air Expeditionary Wing units
involved in a surge of operations supporting Operation Mountain Fury.
The operation is part of a coordinated effort to put continuous pressure
on Taliban extremists across multiple
regions of Afghanistan. Its goal is to
provide security to the population,
extend the government to the people
and facilitate reconstruction of the
war-torn country. Mountain Fury has
been going on for several weeks in
“shaping operations” designed to separate Taliban extremists from a population they would otherwise manipulate through coercion and intimidation.
The 746th EAS got directly
involved when tasked to deliver
ammunition, food and supplies to
Army Special Forces units on the

Courtesy photo

Lt. Col. Kevin White commands a C-130 aircraft as the crew travels through
Afghanistan during Operation Mountain Fury.

ground at forward operating bases
Salerno and Farah.
“When we landed at Farah LZ
(landing zone) the forklift axel was
broken, so we formed a human chain
to off-load the cargo,” said Master Sgt.
Ken Day, a C-130 flight engineer.
The entire crew formed a line
and handed the precious cargo box-bybox to the next person. At the end of
the line, a Soldier placed the boxes on
a waiting truck. Together, the two
teams off-loaded dozens of boxes
weighing 20 to 30 pounds each, emptying two pallets of boxes in minutes.
The third and fourth pallets contained meals-ready-to-eat, potable
water and other essential staples. They
flew off the back through inertia once
the pilot applied take-off power and
released the brakes.
“We cranked up the power to
5,000-inch-pounds of torque, and then
released the brakes and the two pallets
slid off the back,” said aircraft commander Lt. Col. Kevin White.

“Simultaneously, the loadmasters
released the pallet locks.”
When the C-130 crew returned to
Farah LZ the next day, the crews recognized the impact their contributions
were making in the war against terror.
“The Special Forces were still
running really low on ammo, even
with what we had just delivered the
day before,” said Sergeant Day. “They
thanked us over and over again.”
Operation Enduring Freedom
offers a variety of challenges tailormade for the C-130 mission.
“The C-130 is designed for this
kind of flying,” said Colonel White.
“The mountainous terrain is challenging, especially at night. The threat
level is high, and landings can be dangerous.”
Despite the challenges, the allReserve aircrew clearly felt connected
to the Mountain Fury mission.
“We do channel missions all the
time to Bagram and Kandahar,” said
Col. Tom Henderson, 746th AS com-

mander. “But the aircrew’s work on
the Pakistani border put us into the
heart of the mission where they could
witness the action up close and make a
direct impact.”
Throughout their four-day mission, the crew flew multiple sorties
into combat areas, ranging from
Jalalabad on the Pakistani border to
smaller outlying bases like FOBs
Salerno and Farah. The former features a 3,900-foot runway made of
clay, dirt and gravel, while the latter is
host to a 5,000-foot runway of broken
concrete.
“We were definitely in ‘bad guy
country,’” said Colonel White, commenting on the terrorist threat and
fighting on the ground in remote locations around Afghanistan. “When you
combine this with the austere field
operations and confined, unimproved
landing strips, flying becomes a real
challenge.”
While the combat offloads added
one more level of complexity to the
flying mission, the crew didn’t mind.
In fact, they welcomed it.
“The Operation Mountain Fury
mission was meaningful and timely;
we made a difference to our guys
fighting on the ground,” said co-pilot
Maj. Chris Kornmesser. “And that left
us all with an awesome feeling.”
In addition to the 746th AS, several other Southwest Asia units support
Operation Mountain Fury Air Force
missions, including specially-trained
“Ravens” from the 379th Security
Forces Squadron. The Ravens protect
the plane and maintenance crew chiefs
from the 746th Aircraft Maintenance
Unit who not only maintain the planes
but fly with the crew. The 340th
Expeditionary Air Refueling Squadron
and 379th Expeditionary Operations
Support Squadron are also key contributors to Operation Mountain Fury.
(AFRC News Service)

Reservist land mobile radio team doubles the distance
By Maj. Ann Peru Knabe
379th Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs

SOUTHWEST ASIA – A group of Virginiabased Guardsman is making for coalition allies.
“Ground-to-air communication is critical to the
success of any flying mission,” said Master Sgt.
Francis A. Scott, NCO in charge of the 379th
Expeditionary Communications Squadron land
mobile radio team. “When we found out the
Singaporean Air Force wasn’t communicating directly
with its aircrew beyond 200 miles, we offered help.”
The Guardsman organized his team of six
ground radio specialists and together they developed
a plan to reconstruct the high frequency tower on
top of the Singaporean operations building, changing the dual V-shaped antenna to a taller, streamlined antenna stretching more than 40 feet in the
desert sky.
Tech Sgt. Micheal E. Edgar devised the plan.
“(Sergeant) Edgar is an antenna whiz, a real
genius,” said Sergeant Scott, referring to the Airman
deployed from Fairchild Air Force Base, Wash. “His
years of experience always come in handy.”
The team of radio specialists had to consider
numerous variables in the set-up, including desert
winds and possible interference with other radio frequencies. The actual installation took several hours,

requiring the team to scale the roof and secure the
antennae and its base in 115 F heat.
The results? Stellar communication between
the ground and Singaporean aircraft all the way to
the war zone.
“We’ve doubled the distance we can communicate from the ground to our aircraft flying into the
AOR,” said Sergeant Barry Lim, a Singaporean
communications specialist with more than five years
experience working in radio. “We’re grateful for this
team effort with the United States Air Force. It’s the
best communications linkage we’ve ever had.”
Airmen 1st Class Savuth Touch and David
Lynch of Misawa Air Base, Japan, and Airman
Derek Schaaf of Ellsworth Air Force Base, S.D.,
also worked on the high frequency antennae project.
“It felt good to be contributing to the coalition
effort,” said Airman Schaaf.
“The Singaporeans came here to help us with
the flying mission, and now we’re helping them.” In
addition to radio and antenna work, the land mobile
radio team also is responsible for the 379th Air
Expeditionary Wing’s cell phone and pager systems,
land mobile radios, maintenance of the “giant voice”
system and management of public address systems.
The Singaporean airmen are coalition partners
in Operation Iraqi Freedom. They have a flying unit
deployed to Southwest Asia.

Photo by Maj. Ann P. Knabe

Airman 1st Class Savuth Touch, 379th
Expeditionary Communications Squadron, and
Sergeant Barry Lim, a Singaporean communications specialist, check tension on guide wires
while installing a new antenna.
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Navy sinks Air Force’s return to dominance, 24-17
By Wayne Amann

Falcons next 2 home games:

U. S. Air Force Academy Public Affairs

U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. – The
Air Force football team learned a painful lesson Oct.
7 from service academy rival Navy: the Falcons’ preseason team motto, “Return to Dominance,” will be
easier said than done.
In the process, the coveted Commander-InChief’s Trophy, symbolic of interservice football
supremacy, will belong to an academy other than Air
Force for the fourth straight year.
Navy used the nation’s top-ranked rushing
attack, that averaged 357 yards per game, to ground
the bluesuiters, 24-17, before a near capacity crowd
of 45,246 mostly stunned fans, including Air Force

Today 6 p.m.
Oct. 28 Noon

Colorado State
BYU

head coach Fisher DeBerry, at Falcon Stadium.
“Give Navy a lot of credit,” a subdued DeBerry
told reporters. “They gave us a good lesson in how to
control the football, run the triple-option and how to
open the second half. They had a lot of plays that kept
drives alive. They executed, we didn’t and that was the
game.”
The final score was not indicative of how dominant the Midshipmen were in beating Air Force for
the fourth straight time.

“We struggled all game to get things going,”
Falcon quarterback Shaun Carney said. “We needed a
sense of urgency and didn’t have it. It seemed like
they wanted it more. We came out flat. We can’t
expect to win. We have to compete every down.”
If Navy (5-1) beats Army (3-3), they retain the
trophy. If Army defeats Air Force and Navy, the hardware goes to West Point, N. Y.
The Falcons have less time than usual to dwell on
the Navy loss. Air Force returns to conference play
tonight when it hosts in-state rival Colorado State
University.
The Falcons (2-2, 2-0 MWC) are in a three-way
tie for first in the conference with Brigham Young
University and the University of Utah. CSU is 1-0 in
league play.
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The affordability and convenience of a townhome
in your own single-family detached home.
• Extraordinary value, priced from the upper $100s
• Maintenance-free grounds and limited snow removal included
• Move-in ready with full-yard landscaping, free appliances and window coverings**

It’s a homebuyer’s market, and now is
the time to take advantage of it!
Don’t miss your opportunity to receive unprecedented
value in your brand new home. Simply choose up to 10
package options at no additional cost!*** Starts October 14!
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VILLAGE CENTERHIGHLANDS
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Highway 105 & Knollwood Drive
719-487-8359

STETSON RIDGEHIGHLANDS
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888-402-HOME
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Tuesday – Sunday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

*Easy Living communities include full-yard landscaping. Landscaping and limited snow removal will be maintained by the community’s Home Owner’s Association. Monthly HOA dues vary by community. Exterior of home is not HOA-maintained and is the home owner’s responsibility. **Offer valid for new buyers on new contracts signed at specified Southern Colorado
communities on or after October 12, 2006 and on or before October 15, 2006 which close by December 30, 2006. Up to $4,000 can be used toward window coverings and appliances selected at the Richmond American Design Center. ***Offer valid for new buyers on new contracts signed on or after October 14, 2006 and on or before December 3, 2006
which close by December 22, 2006. Value and composition of package options may vary by community, plan, elevation and/or location. Number of package options that may be selected and availability may vary by community, plan, elevation, location and/or stage of construction and whether customer elects to obtain financing from HomeAmerican
Mortgage Corporation and insurance from American Home Insurance Agency, Inc. Package options may be installed after closing. See Sales Associate for complete offer details. Prices, specifications and availability are subject to change without notice. © 2006 Richmond American Homes of Colorado, Inc.
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AFSO 21 tools enable Air Force to improve process
By Joe Wiles
Air Force Print News

FAIRCHILD AIR FORCE BASE, Wash. –
Using Air Force Smart Operations 21, Fairchild AFB
members are on a journey of self-improvement as
they work to save time and money.
“You can do more with less, if you have less
waste in your process,” said Bill Long, Fairchild
AFB’s AFSO 21 consultant.
AFSO 21 is an Air Force unique processimprovement program that uses the best parts of
several civilian efficiency plans, said Secretary of
the Air Force Michael W. Wynne at a conference at
Andrews Air Force Base, Md., earlier this year.
Ongoing budget cuts and manpower reductions
have created an environment where many Air Force
and civil servicemembers are assigned tasks above
and beyond their normal responsibilities.
“This ever-growing demand on our time
requires us to look at how we perform our daily
assignments and improve upon them,” Mr. Long said.
“AFSO 21 is a set of tools that enables us to
question everything and ask ourselves why we’re
doing it that way. These tools enable us to identify
ways to do it faster, better and cheaper,” he said.
Today, he works for MainStream GS, LLC., a

company hired by the Air Force to teach AFSO 21
techniques and applications. Mr. Long has a history
of improving processes dating back more than 12
years ago when he first reorganized his work station
at an electronics assembly plant. After his supervisors saw what he had done, he was asked to evaluate
other processes in the same production area.
His initial task here is working with wing leaders to establish goals and objectives that are in line
with the Air Force and Air Mobility Command goals
and objectives.
“We needed to determine what is important;
what is mission critical. If a process is mission critical, we look for ways to further improve it and
reduce the amount of time it takes to do it,” he said.
Establishing metrics to measure performance is
an essential part of the process. “What you can’t
measure, you can’t improve,” Mr. Long pointed out.
But he stressed that measuring for the sake of measuring only benefits the makers of measuring devices.
The next step for Mr. Long will be training the
people here to use AFSO 21 techniques.
“We’re identifying points of contact at the
group level first,” he said. “Then we’ll find key
players at the squadron level who have a passion for
process improvement.”
Process improvement begins with mapping out

the steps it takes to do a job, then examining the
map for waste or non-value added steps.
“When evaluating a process, it helps to have a
wide range of aptitudes to develop something better.
An office worker will see a maintenance process
from a different perspective,” said Mr. Long.
That’s when “out of the box” ideas are born, he
noted.
“We are collecting and prioritizing ideas. Some
are ‘just do it’ improvements. Others will take more
time to evaluate and implement,” Mr. Long said.
“You can do more with less, if you improve
your process,” he said. “Whether it is putting a tire
on a KC-135, processing paperwork, or even making a pizza.
“For example, Master Sgt. Marc Maschhoff
with the 92nd Maintenance Squadron has an idea to
reduce the inventory in the wheel and tire shop,” Mr.
Long said. “We’ve set some base lines, are gathering
inventory figures, and believe we can cut the necessary inventory in half. That will produce a significant cost avoidance in their process.”
When his company’s contract is completed
here, Mr. Long will have established a self-sustaining AFSO 21 program.
“We’ll leave behind a fully-trained, self-driven
team of process improvement experts,” he said.

General Dentistry For
Children And Young Adults

0,/,7$5<+286,1*
$66,67$1&()81'

D;M9?JO9ECCKD?JO9>KH9>
IjhWj[]_YWbboXk_bZ_d]Wckbj_YkbjkhWb"
ckbj_][d[hWj_edWbYed]h[]Wj_edj^Wj\eYki[i
edZ[cedijhWj_d]X_Xb_YWbbel[h[]WhZb[iie\
Wf[hied½iXWYa]hekdZ

M^[h[M[C[[j

j_ed

f
B[Wi[E

IkdZWoIY^eeb
Mehi^_fI[hl_Y[
8_Xb[IjkZo

3DVWRUDQG9DQHVVD*UDQW
'766:%76 
+RPH
&HOO±
/*UDQW#DROFRP
QHZFLW\FFFRP

• Brand New Facility
• State Of The Art Equipment
• Digital Technology
• Child Friendly Environment

• We Have Happy Air
(Nitrous - Oxide)
• Se Habla Español
• Translator Available

*,)7)81'6
$9$,/$%/(12:

• Accepting United Concordia and most other insurances

N

719-391-2336
2436 South Academy Blvd. Col Sprgs

Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

:HKDYHJLIWIXQGV
WRKHOSIDPLOLHV
ZLWKJRRGFUHGLWLQ
&RORUDGR6SULQJV

3OHDVHFRQWDFWXVWRGD\IRUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQ
Academy
Blvd

.0)&Wc
'&Wc
-fc

Gateway
x Center

M;;ABO79J?L?J?;I

<RXSLFNWKHKRXVH
DQGZHEX\LW

J^_ifhe]hWc_i\eh
f[efb[m_j^XWZYh[Z_j"
WdZ_ief[djeWbb
WYj_l[Zkjo"h[i[hl[i"
]kWhZ"WdZY_l_b_Wd
[cfbeo[[i$
9WbbjeZWoWdZ][j
oekhZh[Wc^ec[

Same Day Emergency
Visits Available
Walk-Ins Welcome

-)'Dehj^?emW7l[

IkdZWo

M[Zd[iZWo

³+HOSLQJPLOLWDU\IDPLOLHVDFKLHYHWKH
$PHULFDQ'UHDPWKH\DUHGHIHQGLQJ´

ZZZXVPKDIRUJ

Astrozon

S

No Closing Costs!

Hi, Roy Clennan President
of Freedom Financial
Services. I served 20 years
in the military and I know
what sacrifices military
families make. You're away
from your family and there
are times when you're in
peril. We want to show you
how much we appreciate your
service to our country. So Freedom Financial Services will absorb all
lender fees for any military or civilian personnel working at any local
military installation. This is an eleven hundred dollar value. It's our
way of saying thank you for all you do. If Freedom Financial Services
can help you in any way let us know.
Thank you for serving.

For any Military or civilian employee assigned
to any local military installation!
•Purchase •Refinance •Debt Consolidation

No Closing Costs!

An $1,100.00 Value!
Must be presented at application. Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/06. Not valid with any other offer.
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USNORTHCOM hosts elite response team unit leaders
By Sgt. 1st Class Gail Braymen
U.S. Northern Command Public Affairs

In the homeland defense community, these are people many would be
happy to have as neighbors.
Col. Michael Campbell and Sgt.
Maj. Thomas Murphy have spent the
last year and a half learning everything there is to know about the
Chemical Biological Incident
Response Force. Colonel Campbell
and Sergeant Major Murphy, both
Marines, lead an elite team of 450
Marines and Sailors whose mission is
to respond to incidents – anywhere in
the world – involving chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear and high
yield explosive materials.
The CBIRF assists local, state and
federal agencies by detecting and identifying agents, searching for and rescuing casualties, decontaminating people,
providing emergency medical care and
stabilizing contaminated people.
“Everybody admits, we’re the
gold standard,” said Colonel
Campbell, the team’s commander. He
and Sergeant Major Murphy, the
team’s senior enlisted advisor,
assumed their responsibilities at
CBIRF 18 months ago, within a week
of each other. “About every doggone
day, we’ve been learning something
new,” Colonel Campbell said. “There’s
a lot to learn. It’s complicated work,
and it’s dangerous work.”
It’s also work with which U.S.

Northern Command – the military
organization responsible for providing
command and control of Department
of Defense homeland defense efforts
and coordinating defense support of
civil authorities – is involved. In fact,
USNORTHCOM’s senior enlisted
advisor, Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. D.
Scott Frye, has visited the CBIRF
installation in Maryland two or three
times, Colonel Campbell said. And
USNORTHCOM’s commander, Adm.
Timothy J. Keating, visited soon after
assuming his current position to learn
more about CBIRF’s capabilities.
“I think we had a very productive
visit and, before he left, he encouraged
us to come out and visit him,” Colonel
Campbell said. “It’s taken us over a
year to take him up on the offer.”
Their visit may have been long in
coming, but it was relatively short in
length.
The pair were able to spend just a
day at USNORTHCOM headquarters
attending briefings and touring facilities. But CBIRF is no stranger to the
command, or its mission, they said.
“We have a healthy working relationship,” Colonel Campbell said, with
Joint Task Force Civil Support, the
USNORTHCOM subordinate command that plans and integrates
Department of Defense support to designated lead agencies for domestic
consequence management operations
involving chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear, or high-yield explo-

sive materials. CBIRF has participated
in exercises with JTF-CS, Colonel
Campbell added, as well as worked
with the National Guard’s Weapons of
Mass Destruction - Civil Support
Teams in the District of Columbia,
Virginia and West Virginia.
“We are a national asset,”
Sergeant Major Murphy said, “so it’s
very possible that NORTHCOM ...
would have some type of operational
control” over CBIRF, if the team were
to respond to a domestic incident.
CBIRF’s Marines and Sailors are
divided among three companies: two
Initial Response Force companies and a
headquarters and service company. Not
long after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks
(before USNORTHCOM became operational in 2002), CBIRF responded to
two incidents on Capitol Hill: one
involving ricin, the other, anthrax.
“That was more of a clean-up
mission than saving lives, at that
point,” Sergeant Major Murphy said.
Like USNORTHCOM, CBIRF
will always carry out its missions in
support of a lead agency, Colonel
Campbell said.
Most of CBIRF’s personnel are
infantry “grunts.” But members of the
team have a total of 43 different career
specialties, including weather, counterintelligence, explosive ordnance disposal and public affairs. The CBIRF is
“quite diverse for a small amount of
Marines and Sailors,” Sergeant Major
Murphy said.

Regardless of their career fields,
all Marines and Sailors who join the
CBIRF go through the two-week
CBIRF basic training course. That
includes the colonel, the sergeant
major, and even the team’s chaplain.
The basic course includes training in
operating in confined spaces, search
techniques and the wearing of personal
protective equipment. Completion of
the basic course is followed by about a
year of on-the-job training, Colonel
Campbell said, which culminates in a
week of training with live agents.
In the course of their preparations to respond to emergencies,
CBIRF members work with many
other organizations and specialists,
including Coast Guard personnel,
police officers and firefighters.
“They really gain a healthy
respect for what their civilian counterparts do,” Colonel Campbell said.
Both the Marines said it’s a matter of “not if, but when” the CBIRF
team will be needed next. To be better
prepared for that day, one-third of
CBIRF’s Marines are qualified as
emergency medical technicians.
“If you look at units in the military, we have the biggest percentage of
medically qualified people,” Colonel
Campbell said. “We are a lifesaving
organization. All we do is lifesaving.
We don’t have a wartime mission. We
train for crisis response.”
“And we’re on call,” Sergeant
Major Murphy said, “365 days a year.”
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Colorado Springs is a paragon of natural beauty. And it’s also home to much of America’s vital
defense technology. Northrop Grumman has been here for three decades, growing with the
community, providing expertise and leadership in defense and intelligence. To consolidate our
growing presence, we are building a new campus in the Colorado Springs Airport Business Park.
Colorado Springs and Northrop Grumman. Together we’ll continue moving forward and upward.
www.northropgrumman.com

