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Base Briefs
Right decision workshops
The career assistance adviser is having Air
Force benefits review and enlisted career options workshops from 12:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Dec. 5 at the Professional Development
Center. For information, e-mail Master Sgt.
Kristin Clark or call 556-9226.

Holiday party
The 21st Space Wing holiday party is
11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Dec. 21 at the Officers
Club ballroom for all 21st SW personnel
and their spouses. There will be games,
prizes and entertainment by The Air Force
Academy Band “Blue Steel.” The cost for
the luncheon has yet to be determined.
RSVP by Dec. 14 to group contacts.

Federal employee health fair

SnoFest
SnoFest, the 17th annual military snow
sports weekend, is scheduled for Jan. 2628 at Keystone Resort.
There will be free competitive ski and
snowboard racing, discounts on lodging,
lift tickets and equipment, a cardboard
derby, ice skating, tubing and more.
For reservations, call (800) 354-4386
and mention participant code GV7SNOW.
For information, call 556-1760.
More Briefs page 10

West Gate construction
The project is expected to be
completed by August 2008.
Page 4
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There is a health fair from 11 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. Dec. 1 at the Peterson Enlisted
Club. Representatives from several federal
health insurance companies will be available
to answer questions and provide 2007
brochures. This is the time to make face-toface contact and have questions answered.
All insurance plan changes must be made
before the Dec. 11 FEHB Open Season
deadline. This event is open to civilians and
retirees. For more information, call the
Civilian Personnel Flight at 556-4737.

More than 400 volunteers from Peterson and surrounding bases volunteered for the annual Harvest of Love Food Drive at the Care & Share Food Bank. During the course
of five days, the volunteers picked up, sorted and packaged about 100,000 pounds of food. The food will be distributed to food banks across southern Colorado.

Team Pete gives back to community
By Debbie Evert

thousands of cans and boxes to the Care &
Share warehouse.
Master Sgt. Mark Bronson coordinated
the program. He said it gave him opportunity to meet fellow airmen and to see the
steps Care & Share takes to feed the hungry
in southern Colorado.
“I learned the process inside and out,” he
said. “I enjoyed having my two sons help out
on Monday. I want them to grow up with
a giving attitude and know that we all must
help those less fortunate. The Colorado
Springs community embraces the military
and this is one little way we can give back
to the community.”
Volunteers like Staff Sgt. Lucinda
Emerson, a pharmacy technician with the
21st Medical Group, helped sort the food.
“I try to volunteer in the community,” she
said. “Every time I’m out in the commu-

Space Guardian

Six days of hard work, supplied by several
hundred volunteers from Peterson Air
Force Base, provided the Care & Share Food
Bank with nearly 200,000 pounds of food
just in time for the Thanksgiving holiday.
“About 122,000 pounds of those donations were then packed into emergency
food drive boxes,” said Heather Martin,
communications and marketing director
for Care & Share. “More than 300 members
of the Air Force volunteered for the Harvest
of Love Food Drive, and their efforts will
help supply approximately 150,000 meals
for people living on the brink of hunger
throughout southern Colorado.”
The volunteers’ tasks included driving
government trucks to local schools to pick
up donated food. From there they delivered

nity, I get a ‘thanks for serving.’”
Although the normal volunteer shift was
four hours, she stayed six. Emerson said she
was amazed at the amount of food the community donated.
“We had an assembly line process (at the
warehouse),” she said. “We would box up
two-thirds of canned and one-third of dry
goods.”
From there boxes were prepared to deliver
to families.
“Care & Share’s PAFB and 21st Space
Wing volunteers are truly force multipliers
in the fight against hunger in southern
Colorado,” Martin said. “Care & Share accepts community food drive donations
throughout the year. However, approximately two-thirds of these types of donations
arrive at our warehouse in November and
December alone.”

No more ‘BCGs’: New eyewear styles coming
By Mark D. Faram
Air Force Times
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Inside the Guardian

Six new civilian-style eyeglass frames
were introduced Nov. 1 for issue to the military.
Anyone on active-duty, including reservists on orders for 30 days or more, can
order a set of the new frames and lenses
free of charge — provided they have not
been issued civilian-style glasses by the
military during the past year.
These additions mark the first update to
the military’s Frames of Choice program,
designed to give more fashionable eyeglass
options to the military’s latest version of the

A patient’s view of Air Force Capt. Jennifer Owen helping fit a pair of reading glasses.
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The 302nd Airlift Wing is ready for a break.
After spending more than a year supporting
the Global War on Terrorism, the wing’s members — and their families — are ready to celebrate. That celebration will take place Dec. 2
in Building 210, Bay 1.
The deployments to Southwest Asia in support of U.S. Central Command operations,
which began in August 2005, are completed.
Now, the wing will kick back and bask in what
Col. James J. Muscatell Jr., 302nd AW commander, tabs a victory celebration.
“Our maintenance and operations folks put a
lot of time and effort into the numerous missions
we flew during our deployments to Southwest
Asia and it showed in all our successes,” he said.
“However, it also took the dedication and support of every member of the wing who stayed
home, as well as countless sacrifices by family
members and friends of our reservists. This celebration is for each and every individual who had
a hand in this mobilization.”
Staff Sgt. Rodolfo “Rocky” Ramirez, 302nd
Maintenance Squadron pneudraulic systems
technician, is one of many wing members who
deployed to Southwest Asia more than once.
He agrees the people back home deserve to be
recognized as well.
“I think they played a huge role because they
were the ones who kept our heads level while we
were deployed,” he said. “I think it would be
great, but only if we could have everybody here.”
Getting as many people here as possible
proved to be the biggest obstacle. The wing
tried to hold the celebration on Oct. 4, but the
logistics of getting people and aircraft back
home and in place at the same time proved to
be a challenge.
Looking at a more appropriate date, plan-
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Senior Master Sgt. Michael Fekete, 302nd Maintenance Squadron’s integrated avionics systems craftsman, holds his
daughters, Morgan, center, and Courtney, during a recent homecoming.
ners were able to coordinate several events into
a single package, beginning with the induction
of the wing’s first group of honorary commanders at 10 a.m. Muscatell will hold a short
commander’s call at 11 a.m. followed by the
celebration. Members will be dismissed by 2:30
p.m. to attend any holiday functions their units
may have planned.
Food and beverages for the celebration will be
provided compliments of various contributors.
“The people who are spearheading this effort
are from Southeast Family Center and Armed
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Services YMCA,” said Stefano Collins, 302nd
AW protocol officer. “They’re getting food donations from the community.”
He noted Wells Fargo Bank and Fred
Fletemeyer, chairman of the Colorado
Committee for Employer Support of the Guard
and Reserve, are working to obtain contributions.
The wing is planning for an estimated attendance of 1,200 people.
Family members are invited — and encouraged — to come join in the celebration.
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A 4,304-square-foot visitor center will replace the facility at Peterson Air Force Base’s north gate. Two new parking lots will provide space for visitors and guests.

Construction at west gate will assist traffic flow
By Debbie Evert
Space Guardian

Construction began Nov. 10 on a project
that will give Peterson a larger west entrance, a new visitor center and better traffic
flow.
“The west gate will become the new main
gate,” said Brian Hub, base project manager,
21st Civil Engineering Squadron. “It will
result in huge traffic improvement.”
During a 13-day test period early
November, about 11,000 vehicles entered
through the west gate, which is open 24
hours a day, seven days a week. The traffic
included privately owned, as well as commercial vehicles.
“Stewart Avenue will be reconstructed
and realigned to create more distance for

“Stewart Avenue will
be reconstructed and
realigned to create
more distance for
traffic queuing prior to
the guard house.”
Brian Hub, base project manager, 21st
Civil Engineering Squadron

traffic queuing prior to the guard house,”
Hub said. “The perimeter fence will be
shifted north as well.”

Incoming traffic will increase to three
lanes on the existing bridge.
With the construction of a new bridge
north of the current one, outgoing lanes will
increase to two.
“The west gate is the only place commercial vehicles come through,” said Tech. Sgt.
Jason Keyser, non-commissioned officer in
charge, 21st Security Forces. “The new area
gives commercial vehicles a lane to pull into
and gets them out of the traffic flow.”
A 4,304-square-foot visitor center will replace the facility at the north gate. Two new
parking lots will provide space for visitors
and guests.
Instead of moving the current guard
house, a new 603-square-foot guard house
will be constructed.

“The larger facility will get sentries out
of traffic and the elements,” Keyser said.
A new commercial vehicle inspection
canopy will be built to take care of large
trucks coming onto the base.
Eight acres were purchased from
Cherokee Metropolitan District and more
than 2 acres were leased from the Colorado
Springs Airport to make room for the development.
Signs of construction will be more visible by Dec. 3. Security Forces will utilize
the electronic message boards at the west
gate to communicate traffic flow changes
to drivers.
The project is expected to be completed
by August 2008.
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Bensch honored as AFSPC Enlisted Aide of the Year
By Capt. Catie Hague
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

Photo courtesy of the U.S. Air Force

From a missile field short-order cook to
a true Air Force “ambassador,” six years of
service to her nation have proven quite rewarding for one 24-year-old staff sergeant
who was recently named Air Force Space
Command’s Junior Enlisted Aide of the Year.
Staff Sgt. Sarah Bensch, the aide to Lt.
Gen. Frank Klotz, AFSPC vice commander,
is responsible for the day-to-day management of the three-star’s busy life, but more
importantly, she represents her boss to the
community, the Air Force and the world.
“I’m a liaison between the office and the
house,” Bensch said. “I work with Protocol
to ... make sure (the general’s) work life and
social obligations run smoothly;” a job that
directly affects how he is portrayed by international leaders, dignitaries and his military superiors.
“Being an enlisted aide is extremely demanding,” Klotz said, “and Sarah has performed these duties in an exemplary fashion.”
As highlighted by her award, Bensch enabled a smooth transition for AFSPC when
Klotz took over as the interim commander
for nearly four months. In one year, she prepared and packed the general for more than
65 overseas and stateside trips and planned and
hosted social events for hundreds of community and national leaders. Her culinary skills
are “internationally famous.”
“I love to cook; it’s my forte,” Bensch said.
“I’ve been to schools (military and civilian)
all over the United States. I’ve attended the
(Culinary Institute of America) for certain
courses, Advanced Culinary at Fort Lee,
(Va.), as well as joint, basic courses and development courses. I’ve cooked for mayors
and governors, the chief of staff of the Air

Staff Sgt. Sarah Bensch, enlisted aide to Lt. Gen. Frank Klotz, Air Force Space Command vice commander,
prepares for a social event at the commander’s residence.
Force, chief of staff of the Army, Indiana
Air Force chief of staff, Gen. Richard Meyers
(former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff), Gen. John P. Jumper (former Air
Force chief of staff) and more.”
Yet the most rewarding part of the job,
Bensch said, is when she spends three
months planning a function — from the invitations to the meal — for 300 guests and
it goes off without a hitch.
“On the day of the event you might think
you’re going to pull your hair out,” she said,
“but when you sit down afterward, you see
what you did and all the neat people you
met, and you think, ‘Wow, I just did that.’ You
feel so proud.”

Bensch’s skills and her record of flawless
performance as an enlisted aide have not
only resulted in her winning annual awards
two years running, but have also allowed
her to test her knowledge and broaden her
experience “down range.”
Currently a deployed warrior, Bensch is
supporting the Global War on Terrorism as
a protocol specialist for the combined air operations center in Qatar. She provides travel,
lodging and event planning and execution
for high-level visitors. Her work allows for
first-hand experience with the expeditionary
Air Force, as well as education on day-to-day
air operations.
According to Bensch, it is uncommon for
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junior enlisted aides to deploy because they
are still in training. Of the 80 Air Force enlisted aides, she is one of a handful who have
had this opportunity.
In addition, Bensch is the only one in the
Air Force to become an enlisted aide as an
Airman 1st Class. Applicants are required to
be at least a staff sergeant, she said.
The basic application process requires two,
8-inch by 10-inch, full-length photos, a
resume, copies of the last five performance
reports and recommendations from the applicant’s commander and first sergeant, according to the enlisted aide Web site.
But what applicants really need to know is
that the 8A2XO career field requires initiative
and people who are self-sufficient, Bensch
said. It’s not a job for everyone.
Bensch knows she will eventually move on
from her present career field, even though
she enjoys being an enlisted aide. Her longterm goal is to be commissioned in the Air
Force through Officer Training School.
In preparation, she is completing her
bachelor’s degree and using what free time
she has to play softball and volleyball and
lead Bible study for middle school students
at her church. She lives the whole-person
concept, knowing that the lessons learned
will help her succeed as a future leader.
As for her Enlisted Aide of the Year
Award, Bensch said she is quite humbled to
have been chosen from such an elite group
of talented and driven people.
“Sarah is absolutely invaluable,” Klotz
said. “She has represented me well and continues to do so as an Air Force ‘ambassador’
in the Global War on Terrorism.”
For more information about the enlisted
aide career field, visit www.afsl.hq.af.mil/
dpg/enlaide/index.htm.
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Airlift wing to induct honorary commanders Dec. 2
By Tech. Sgt. Tim Taylor
302nd Airlift Wing

The 302nd Airlift Wing is making a historical step in its relationship with the
Colorado Springs community. On Dec. 2, the
wing will induct its first group of honorary
commanders.
The 302nd AW Honorary Commanders
Program is being spearheaded by Col. James
J. Muscatell Jr., 302nd AW commander. The
colonel started a similar group while in
charge of the 934th AW, Minneapolis-St.
Paul Air Reserve Station, Minn.
Given the number of military assets in
Colorado Springs, forging relationships with
community leaders can be more difficult,
but the colonel is undaunted in his effort.
“Community leaders in the Colorado
Springs area have always been supportive

of the 302nd,” Muscatell said. “Despite the
large military presence in the community, I
believe there are still numerous untapped
resources out there willing to support the
Air Force Reserve. We, as a unit, have to
make a concerted effort to reach out and
draw them in.”
“I think any time the local community
can assist our military personnel we learn
from each other,” said Melodie Owens,
Antlers Hilton catering sales manager and
soon-to-be 302nd Services Flight honorary
commander. “This also provides an additional resource for the reserve if they or
their personnel have a special need within
the community.
“I am thrilled to become an honorary commander. This is an opportunity for me to
assist our military personnel. I grew up on

an Air Force base, although my father spent
23 years in the Army. It was always important
to my father to volunteer and to contribute to
the lives of our military personnel in any way.
My reason is personal; it is a family commitment to honor my father’s legacy.”
Honorary commanders will serve a oneyear term in support of the missions, people,
challenges, triumphs and day-to-day operations of 302nd groups, squadrons and
flights. The wing has 22 commanders and
hopefully each will share a similar interest or
profession with their honorary commander.
Units are expected to offer honorary commanders an opportunity to take part in such
events like changes of command, promotion/retirement ceremonies, commanders’
calls, holiday celebrations and training opportunities.
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The expectation is for the honorary commander to similarly immerse his/her commander and host unit in his/her activities.
Honorary commanders will meet quarterly
with the wing commander to “touch-base”
and discuss local issues.
“My expectation is to hopefully be their
first point of resource for any community
needs the 302nd Services Flight or personnel may have,” Owens said. “I am hoping
to have a better understanding of how they
operate and all that they do for our country.
Additionally, we both can be ambassadors
of the military and the Colorado Springs
community.”
“It’s an honor for the 302nd to have community leaders involved with us and supporting us,” Muscatell said. “I hope it is an
honor for them as well.”
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Civil engineers create award in general’s honor
By Tech. Sgt. David D. Morton
302nd Airlift Wing

One of the best ways to recognize a distinguished military career is to have an
award presented in its honor.
The 302nd Civil Engineer Squadron has
instituted such an award to recognize members who exemplify outstanding military
bearing and appearance, and demonstrate
unselfish dedication to the success of the
unit.
The new award is named after Maj. Gen.
Walter E. “Pops” Arnold, former chief of
staff of the Combined Planning Staff,
Central Treaty Organization, who retired
in January 1968. He is the father of Chief
Master Sgt. Sally Arnold, 302nd CES chief
of contingency operations.
The general entered service May 27, 1936,
as a second lieutenant reserve in the cav-

alry, and was later appointed as an aviation
cadet while entering primary flying school
at Randolph Field, Texas. He was later commissioned and earned his wings at Kelly
Field, Texas, in the Army Air Corps in 1938.
As a pilot, he flew B-17, B-52 and B-24 aircraft and served as commander of the 485th,
330th and 29th Bomb Groups in Texas,
Nebraska and Idaho, respectively. Arnold
was shot down over Blechammer, Germany
in 1944 while flying his 19th combat mission,
and spent time as a prisoner of war until
liberated on May 5, 1945.
His last duty assignment was in 1965 on
his way to completing 33 years of military
service which included numerous staff and
command positions. Arnold may be best
known for serving as an instructor pilot for
famed actor Jimmy Stewart, who served
under the general’s command as a second

lieutenant during his introduction to pilot
training.
Arnold spent most of his retired years,
until his death in February 2002, focusing
on and following the career of his daughter,
Sally, and meeting and befriending many
of the CES members.
“My father always hung around the
squadron and everyone got to know him,”
Sally Arnold said. “It wasn’t long after he
passed (that) three of our senior noncommissioned officers wanted to come up with
something to honor him every year.”
It was during a top-three meeting that
retired Senior Master Sgt. Ron Tyrrell,
former shop superintendent of CES utilities,
retired Senior Master Sgt. Brad Serazio,
former NCO in charge of CES operations,
and Master Sgt. Hector Dela Cruz, NCO
in charge of engineer assistance, decided

something should be done to honor the
general.
“I was really touched they wanted to do
something to keep his memory alive,” Sally
Arnold said. “My dad wanted me to follow
in his footsteps and become an Air Force
officer. However, he was even prouder of
me when I made chief because I made it to
the top of the enlisted ranks.”
The general will be remembered as somewhat of a father-figure to the members of the
302nd CES.
“It gets you a little choked up,” Sally
Arnold said. “Pops was an active part of the
squadron. I’m not sure some of our younger
troops will appreciate this as much as the
older CES folks who’ve been around here
for a while, but the first person nominated
to receive the award will have it presented
by my mother.”
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serve your community and country from your hometown,
then we have space available for you.

AIR NATIONAL GUARD

For information call 1-800-TO-GO-ANG

GoANG.COM
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FAQs and answers for military medical beneficiaries
By the 21st Medical Group
The members of the 21st Medical Group
would like to offer answers to the most
common questions they have encountered
during the past several months.
How do I get an appointment with my
medical provider?
For the Family Practice, Flight Medicine
and Pediatric clinics, medical care is provided by appointment only. To make an appointment with a medical provider, register
and book the appointment using TriCare
online at www.tricare.mil. It is available 24
hours a day. Members enrolled in TriCare
Prime may also make appointments by
calling 556-CARE (556-2273) between 6
a.m. and 6 p.m.
What do I do if I need an appointment
and I cannot get one with my medical
provider?
If your medical provider is unavailable
or booked for the day, the appointment clerk
may make an appointment with another
medical provider — based on your symptoms. If you want to seek care for a routine
follow up of a “chronic” problem (considered
an ongoing medical problem lasting longer
than 90 days) you will be encouraged to
continue to see your Primary Care Manager
(PCM) for continuity of care.
If you need to be seen for an acute health
problem, and the appointment clerk informs you that there are no more appointments available with any 21st MDG medical
provider, you may be authorized to seek
care at a local military or civilian health facility. The appointment clerk will enter a
referral for you to seek care at alternative
locations only when all appointments are
booked in the Primary Care, Flight
Medicine and Pediatric clinics. You must

have a referral to seek alternative care and
avoid Point of Service charges. If you do not
have a referral you may be responsible for
the cost of your visit.
You do not need to contact the clinic to
authorize true emergency care. Please do
not call the clinic or on-call provider if you
need emergency care. A typical emergency is potential
loss of life, limb or eyesight, but the “prudent
person” concept applies.
You will not be billed for
emergency room care if
a prudent person
would believe that
such care could
not wait for an appointment.
Again, do not
d e l ay c a r e by
calling for a referral.
Go to the nearest
emergency room or call 911
to activate the Emergency Medical
System. Emergency room care is a covered
TriCare benefit. If you need an ambulance,
call 911 without delay.
I was authorized to seek care and I received a bill. What do I do now?
If you were authorized to seek care at an
off base health care facility and you receive
a bill, call (888) TRIWEST. Be sure you
know the date you received care at the outside agency to better assist you when
speaking with the TriWest (TriCare) representative. If you are still having problems, and
you were authorized care, then you may
take your bill to the TriCare Service Center
office in the 21st MDG Clinic at 559 Vincent
St. (Building 959).

I need to have my medication refilled
or a prescription rewritten. What do I do?
If you need more medication, first determine if you have refills on your current prescription. This is listed on your prescription
label (example: “REF LEFT: 3 of 3”). If you
have refills on your current prescription,
call the automated refill prescription service at 5561109 and select option 1.
You will need the last
four digits of the sponsor’s
Social Security number
and the numeric portion of
your prescription to
enter your request
using the automated service. If
you do not have
the numeric portions of the prescription (located on the
prescription bottle/container) call the 21st Medical
Group Pharmacy at 556-1109 and
select option 2.
If you need a new prescription or you do
not have any refills it may be time for you
to follow up with your medical provider. If
you do not have enough medication to last
until you can be seen for a follow up visit,
call 556-CARE and follow the instructions
for the recorded options to get to your particular clinic. Leave a message with your request and a nurse will contact you within 72
hours. Please call before you have less than
a two week supply of medication(s) remaining. This will give us the ability to work
out any potential problems with your prescription(s).
My medical provider put in a referral

This holiday,
keep the surprises under the tree.
Worry-free holiday loans from Pioneer Services
Get a holiday loan from people you trust at Pioneer Services — whether it’s for travel or for gifts to surprise the
ones you love. Everything in your loan will be spelled out in plain English. You’ll know exactly what your loan will
cost, and how long it will take to pay it off. And we’ll help you get a loan with the best rate you can qualify for, with
our 15-Day, No-Risk Military Loan Guarantee. If you ﬁnd a better rate, you can cancel your loan at no charge. And
by borrowing smart, you can keep big bills from surprising you in January. So have a worry-free holiday on us.

3273 S Academy Blvd | Colorado Springs, CO | 719.391.1111
Holiday Hours: M-F 0900-1900 S 1000-1600
or apply online at PioneerMilitaryLending.com
© 2006 Pioneer Licensing Services, Inc. Pioneer Services is a brand name and registered service mark of Pioneer
Licensing Services, Inc., where its use is duly licensed to afﬁliates and partners of Pioneer Licensing Services, Inc. All
applications subject to the credit policies of our lending partner. No ofﬁcial US military endorsement is implied.

for me to see a specialist, what happens
now?
When your medical provider determines
that care from a specialist is necessary,
he/she will generate a referral. This referral
will be reviewed by the Central Referral
Center staff to determine where you may
obtain your specialty care.
You may be able to obtain your care in
one of the other Military Treatment
Facilities (MTF) in the area (Fort Carson
or the U.S. Air Force Academy Hospital). If
this is the case, you will be notified by phone
within three to five duty days to schedule
your appointment.
If the specialty care requested is not available in an MTF, you will be approved to go
to a civilian specialist. The referral request
will then be sent to TriWest (TriCare). Once
approved, a referral authorization letter for
your care will be mailed to your home address within six to 10 business days.
The authorization letter will list the specialist’s name and contact number so you
can make your appointment. If you have
not received an authorization letter within
10 business days call TriWest at (888) TRIWEST.
You can track your referral online by registering at www.triwest.com. If TriWest indicates they did not receive the referral
request you may call the TriCare Operations
and Patient Administration (TOPA) office
at 556-1014, ext. 3939, or visit the TOPA
office in the 21st Medical Group Clinic at 559
Vincent St. (Building 959). If the TOPA
office does not have the referral then your
medical provider will be notified for resolution.
See Q&A page 9
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Q&A: Medical questions
From page 8
I need to talk to my medical provider
but I do not think I need an appointment.
May I speak with my provider directly?
We understand you may wish to speak
directly to your medical provider.
Unfortunately, they are busy seeing several
patients each hour each duty day.
The best way to communicate with your
medical provider is via a telephone consult
with your primary care management team.
Call the appointment line at 556-CARE
(2273).
Follow the options to leave a message for
your primary care management team and a

team member will return your call within 72
hours (usually sooner) to clarify your needs.
Please understand that most calls are returned within 24 hours, but there are some
days when the medical team is extremely
busy. Your health care needs are very important to us.
What is the late/no show policy at the
21st Medical Group?
Being late for a medical appointment impacts the quality of care for all of our patients. The high demand for health care
services emphasizes the need for our customers to meet scheduled appointment
times.
Patients will be considered late if they
arrive more than 10 minutes after the sched-

uled appointment start time. A late patient
will be offered the opportunity to reschedule
the appointment or may be offered the opportunity to wait and be seen after other
scheduled patients, or earlier if there is an
unexpected opening in the schedule.
There may be instances when we will not
be able to see you on that same day and we
will need to reschedule your appointment for
another time.
No show appointment slots often remain
unfilled, wasting valuable provider treatment time and decreasing access for all of
our patients.
A no-show is any patient who does not
keep a scheduled appointment or cancels
less than two hours prior to a scheduled appointment.
Appointments before 9 a.m. need to be
cancelled prior to the close of business the

9

previous duty day. To cancel an appointment, call 556-CARE (2273). A “no-show”
e-mail will be sent to all active duty patients
‘first sergeants (or equivalent) informing
them of the missed appointment.
How do I communicate with my
Primary Care Manager after hours (4:30
p.m. to 7:30 a.m.)?
Call 556-CARE (2273) and follow the
after hours Peterson Air Force Base Clinic
option which will transfer you to our medical answering service. You will be asked
questions about your health care needs and
the service will provide that information to
the On Call Provider for your assigned
clinic. The On Call Provider will return your
call.
You may contact TOPA Flight at 5561014 for any additional questions or concerns.

Experience The Credit Union Difference
ȱ ȱ ȱȱȱȱěȱȱ¢ȱȱ¢Ƿ

New, Used, & Refinanced Auto Loans
As Low As

$295/month*
Call 593-8600
5937 Constitution Avenue
www.aafcu.com

ȱǯȱǯǰȱǰ
ǰȱǭȱȱȱ
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& other restrictions apply. Branches also in Castle Rock, Elizabeth, Parker, & Highlands Ranch.
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Your savings federally
insured to $100,000

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration,
a U.S. Government Agency
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N e w s
Attention all homeschoolers
The Peterson Homeschool Group is
hosting the following activities:
 Mom’s Meeting and Cookie Exchange,
6:30 p.m. Dec. 5. Please bring four dozen
of your favorite cookies along with the
recipe and you will go home with four
dozen of assorted cookies.
 Christmas Crafts, 12:30 p.m., Dec. 11.
Children will be making Christmas crafts to
celebrate the season.
All events require materials, so contact
Amy Wells at 282-8305 prior to the event.

Christmas parade
The Manitou Springs “Snowflakes &
Smiles” holiday parade is at noon Dec. 9,
beginning at Manitou Avenue and El Paso
Boulevard.
For information, call 685-5089 or go to
www.manitousprings.org.

Eckankar meeting
There is an Eckankar meeting, “Learn
how you may find spiritual freedom
through the sound and light of God,” sched-

uled for 7 p.m. Dec. 12 in the chapel, room
12. For more information, call 633-0453.

Family Child Care
Military spouses who are providing childcare or who want to care for children other
than their own for a total of 10 hours or
more per week must be licensed to do so in
on-base quarters.
The Family Childcare office will offer an
orientation class Nov. 30 and Dec. 1.
The Mission Support Group commander
may revoke the housing privileges of individuals who provide childcare but refuse to
become licensed.
To learn more about Family Child Care,
call 556-4322.

Employment Services
Career marketing strategies, 8 a.m. to
noon, Dec. 21. This is a workshop about
conducting an effective job search, writing
a competitive resume and interviewing effectively for a job.
Resume review class, 9 to 11 a.m., Dec.
19. Bring a draft or final copy of your
resume for a professional evaluation. Learn

B r i e f s
how you can improve your product and
secure the employment of your choice.
Pre-separation briefing, 2 to 3 p.m.,
every Monday. Pre-separation briefings are
mandatory for all departing service members. The briefings are held in Building 350,
Airman and Family Readiness Center. Call
556-6141 to reserve a seat. Spouses are welcome to attend. Retiring members can
attend 24 months from their date of retirement and separates can attend up to 12
months from their date of separation.

Child Care for PCS
The Child Care for PCS Program is intended to help relieve some of the stress felt
by families during a PCS move.
The Air Force Aid Society will pay for up
to 20 hours of childcare per child in certified Family Child Care homes on base for
Air Force Families. This program is open
to all ranks if childcare is available.
Families with PCS orders are eligible to receive a Child Care for PCS Certificate from
the Peterson Airman and Family Readiness
Center for use within 60 days of the family’s
departure from or arrival at Peterson AFB

or Cheyenne Mountain AFS.
If you have questions, call the Relocation
Assistance Program at 556-6141 or the
Family Child Care Office at 556-4322.

Returning Home Care
Returning Home Care is a free childcare
program and is to be used only after a deployed sponsor has returned from deployment. This free childcare will be provided
in extended duty home and is limited to no
more than 16 hours per child and has to be
used within 30 days of returning.

Extended Duty Care
The EDC program provides services
beyond the standard 50 hours of care that
families are already purchasing in child care
programs on or off base. It is designed to
help a family that needs more care because
they have to work longer hours, evenings,
weekends or are experiencing a temporary
shift change.
EDC hours cannot be used for substitute
care if they are needed to support extended
duty hours.

CALL
TODAY!

Change lives, touch
the future…..TEACH!
Have you thought about becoming a teacher?
Do you serve or have you served in the military?
(Active Duty, Guard, Reserves, Retired, Transitioning)
Are you a spouse of a military member?

For More Information
Please Contact:
Bob Leonard
Colorado Troops To Teachers
719-262-4107 or
colottt@uccs.edu
www.mwttt.com
www.proudtoserveagain.com

We serve your educational
needs while you serve
your country.
With University of Phoenix, you can earn your
degree regardless of your rigorous schedule or
frequent relocations—often in just two to three
years! We have more than 190 locations as well
as a convenient online learning format. Plus,
your military and prior professional training may
qualify for college credits.

Learn more today!
1-800-MY-SUCCESS
or 719-599-5282
www.phoenix.edu/socolorado
Long-time member of Servicemembers Opportunity College (SOC),
University of Phoenix is approved by all branches of the military for
tuition assistance, and is approved for veterans training.

Do you think you
can’t buy a home?
• 100% Purchase

Church of Christ
1402 W. Pikes Peak Ave
A block north of Colorado Ave at
14th and Pikes Peak Ave, west of downtown

•A Cappella Music
•Sound, Conservative Bible Teaching

Sunday

Bible Classes
Worship

Wednesday
Bible Classes

9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.

1
Your # r
de
VA Len

• Refinance Now
• Consolidate Debt
• Bad Credit? No Problem
• Fix Your ARM

Calculate your savings and apply NOW at:
www.cheyennemm.com
Visit us at the entrance to Peterson AFB!
(next to Dairy Queen)

www.pikespeakchurchofchrist.org

574-4142 • 800-530-2599

Use Your VA Guarantee Benefits for
Home Loans Up To $ 417,000 !!!!!

0,/,7$5<+286,1*
$66,67$1&()81'

A Leader in the mortgage industry since its
inception in 1985, iFreedom Direct funded over
$4.4 billion dollars of loans in 2003 and was
ranked the fifth largest government lender in the
United States by Mortgage Banking Magazine.

Zero Down Payment
Fast Approval
Close With a Local Title Co.
Low Interest Rates
We specialize in home
loans to Veterans.

800 493 7334
“Mortgages Direct to you.”

A national company built on the foundation
of honesty and integrity.
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Visit our website at www.ifreedomdirect.com
©2006 University of Phoenix, Inc. All rights reserved.

SPACE GUARDIAN
Thursday, November 30, 2006

www.csmng.com

Family HEARTS program
offering support to wing
When Colorado’s military members need help,
they often turn to the 302nd Airlift Wing Family
Readiness Center. But in order for the center to help,
the staff needs the support of organizations and
people who donate money, time and goods to the
Family HEARTS foundation and the FRC.
What is Family HEARTS? Family
HEARTS stands for Family Helping
Everyone Achieve Results through
Support Foundation. It is a private organization made up of past and present
members of the 302nd AW and their
families, as well as members of
the community who have unrestricted access to Peterson Air
Force Base.
Membership in the foundation
is strictly voluntary and it is run
solely by volunteer support. Although
the main office is located in Colorado
Springs, we have the opportunity to support our
wing members in California, New Mexico, Texas,
Wyoming and 35 other states, as well as Guam and
Germany.
The purpose of Family HEARTS is to improve the
morale and well-being of the members of the 302nd
AW, both military and family members, through
programs and activities. Our biggest program and special event during the year is family day during the
August UTA.
While there are many programs and activities avail-

able to our military families at Peterson, it is also extremely important for family members to stay connected with one another throughout the United States.
Therefore, we are going to implement a program that
will provide our families — no matter where they live
— with information, communication and resources
for staying connected to each other and the base.
Many people or corporations often say they would
like to support the military in their
communities but don’t know how
or who to contact. Military family
members express a desire to help
other military families during times of
deployment, when new to a community, or just acclimating to the
military life style.
Family HEARTS is asking
past and present members of
the 302nd, as well as spouses and
other family members, to help
make this program a great success.
Most of our volunteers will be able to help
from their homes. Training will also be provided
for volunteers in various programs.
Family HEARTS is having an informational
meeting at 3:30 p.m. Jan. 6 in the wing conference
room in Building 893. Family HEARTS is asking
each organization in the wing to have a representative attend along with family and community members who wish to support the 302nd.
Anyone who would like to volunteer or who has
questions can call the Family Readiness Center at
556-8184 or (800) 446-9624.

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!
• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.
referral is
No Primary Care
ply call for
necessary. Sim
an appointment.

By 2nd Lt. Randall Claar
21st Operations Support Squadron

The Christmas season is a time when Americans traditionally give
to the needy.
Lately people have been sending items to people in distant countries who need them. Closer to home there is a group of children
and families who would benefit just as much from the generosity of
others.
They live in South Dakota’s Pine Ridge Reservation, home to more
than 15,000 Lakota American Indians.
These people live in what many might consider extreme poverty.
Average family income on the reservation in 1999 was $3,800, according to the Federal Emergency Management Agency. Many families have no electricity, telephone, running water or sewer. The life
expectancy for men is only 47 years, and for women, it is in the low
50s. And to end the statistics on a sobering note, the infant mortality
rate is five times higher than the average.
On this reservation, which is the size of Delaware and Rhode Island
combined, there are a number of orphans. These children range from
6 months to 17 years old and, because of the poverty, often do not
have many of the necessities of life.
Warm clothes, blankets, sheets, towels, pots and pans, hygiene
items, school supplies, diapers and other items are in short supply.
With the nearest place to shop more than 80 miles away and very little
available transportation, a trip to purchase these basics is little more
than a dream.
Volunteers from the 21st Operations Squadron are gathering
clothing, hygiene products and other items to be delivered to the
reservation in early December.
People here can help these fellow Americans during the holiday
season by donating “lightly used” clothing or household appliances
and other reusable items. Those who wish to can also sponsor a child
to ensure he or she has something to open Christmas morning.
To make a donation, sponsor a child or for information, call 2nd
Lt. Randall Claar at 556-1502 or Maj. Mike Angle at 556-8903. Donors
can also arrange to drop off items or have them picked up.
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The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392
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548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.
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By Marie J. Law
Family HEARTS chairwoman

21st Operations Squadron
helping South Dakota tribe
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No Closing Costs!

Hi, Roy Clennan President
of Freedom Financial
Services. I served 20 years
in the military and I know
what sacrifices military
families make. You're away
from your family and there
are times when you're in
peril. We want to show you
how much we appreciate your
service to our country. So Freedom Financial Services will absorb all
lender fees for any military or civilian personnel working at any local
military installation. This is an eleven hundred dollar value. It's our
way of saying thank you for all you do. If Freedom Financial Services
can help you in any way let us know.
Thank you for serving.

For any Military or civilian employee assigned
to any local military installation!
•Purchase •Refinance •Debt Consolidation

No Closing Costs!

An $1,100.00 Value!
Must be presented at application. Some restrictions apply. Expires 12/31/06. Not valid with any other offer.

“The Mortgage Experts”

Open 7 Days A Week!

Chapel Hills Mall or
5455 N. Union

540-3895
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Concerts
 Brad Paisley and American Idol winner
Carrie Underwood are in concert at 7 p.m.
Dec. 2 at the World Arena. Call 576-2626 for
tickets, which start at $47.
 The TransSiberian Orchestra presents a
concert at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 13 at the World
Arena. Call 576-2626 for ticket information.
 John Tesh presents a concert Dec. 16 at
the World Arena. Call 576-2626 for tickets.
 The Lettermen’s Christmas Show is at
7:30 p.m. Dec. 1 at the Air Force Academy’s
Arnold Hall. Call the box office at 634-4497
for tickets, which start at $15.
 Andrea Bocelli presents a concert Dec.
9 at Denver’s Pepsi Center. Call 520-9090
for tickets, which start at $55.
 Brule, an American Indian holiday concert, is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. Dec. 15 at the
Pikes Peak Center. Tickets are available at
520-SHOW.
 A Holiday Pops concert by the Colorado
Springs Youth Symphony is scheduled for 7
p.m. Dec. 1 at the Pikes Peak Center. Call
576-2626 for tickets, which start at $14.
 Michael Martin Murphey presents a
“Cowboy Christmas” at 3 p.m. Dec. 17 at
the Pikes Peak Center. Call 574-2626 or visit
www.ticketswest.com for tickets, which start
at $27.

Productions
“Hats! A New Musical for the Rest of
Your Life,” is at the new Denver Civic
Theatre, 721 Santa Fe Drive. Call (866) 4642726 for tickets, which start at $37.50.
 “Arms and the Man,” a romantic comedy
presented by the University of Colorado at
Colorado Springs TheatreWorks, is scheduled through Dec. 17. Call 262-3232 or visit
www.uccstheatreworks.com for tickets.
 “1940s Radio Hour” is at the Colorado
Springs Fine Arts Center theater, 30 W. Dale
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St., through Dec. 10. Performances are at 8
p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, and at 2 p.m.
Sundays. For information and tickets, call the
box office at 634-5583.
 “Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible,
No Good, Very Bad Day,” presented by the
Kennedy Center Imagination Celebration
Family Theater, is scheduled for 7 p.m. Dec.
4 at the Pikes Peak Center. Call 520-7469
for ticket information.
 Butte Opera House in Cripple Creek is
staging “A Christmas Wish” at 7 p.m.
Fridays, at 1 and 7 p.m. Saturdays, and at 1
p.m. Sundays. The cost is $12 for adults and
$7 for children. Call 235-8944 or visit
www.butteoperahouse.com for tickets or
more information.

Pueblo Zoo
The Pueblo Zoo has three new lion cubs.
Visit the zoo and try to catch a glimpse of
the cubs.
The zoo is in City Park, just off Pueblo
Boulevard. Take Interstate 25 south to
Highway 50 west, then go south on Pueblo
Boulevard to City Park.
The zoo is open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Admission is $6 for adults, $5.25 for military with proper identification and $3.50
for children ages 3-12. Call (719) 561-1452
for more information.

Flying W Ranch
The Flying W Ranch has dinner and a
Western show in the winter steakhouse,
open through mid-May on Fridays and
Saturdays. The menu includes steak for $26
or trout, ribs, brisket or chicken for $24.
There is a reduced price for children under
8. Visit www.flyingw.com or call 598-4000.
The Flying W is at 3330 Chuckwagon Road.
Compiled by Nel Lampe, Fort Carson
Mountaineer.

NCO nominees sought
for educational program
RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas
(AFPN) — Air Force Institute of
Technology officials are offering nine NCOs
the opportunity to pursue an advanced science, engineering or management degree
at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio.
Additionally, one NCO will be offered
the opportunity to earn a master’s degree
in economic crime from an AFIT-sponsored civilian institution.
Ten NCOs from around the Air Force
will be selected in early 2007 to attend the
Enlisted-to-AFIT program. The program
is designed to provide commanders with a
diverse and renewable source of highly proficient and educated career NCOs, according to officials.
Nominations are due to the Air Force
Personnel Center by Jan. 20.
People interested in applying for the 18month program must be at least a technical
sergeant with a minimum of eight years
time in service, 24 months time on station
and have three years retainability upon
graduation.
They also must have completed the appropriate skill-level upgrade and resident professional military education schooling for
their rank, officials said.
Applicants must have a bachelor’s degree
from a regionally accredited college or university.
In addition to academic transcripts, ap-

plicants must provide test scores from either
the Graduate Record Examination or
Graduate Management Admission Test, depending upon the specific AFIT degreeprogram requirements.
The selection board consists of senior enlisted leaders from various career fields.
Their task is to recommend to AF/DP a priority listing of nominees best qualified to
successfully complete an AFIT graduate
degree program.
The board will apply merit-based selection factors in scoring the nominations.
Scoring factors include: member's record
of performance; strength of recommendation letters; undergraduate coursework and
baccalaureate (and if applicable, graduate)
GPA; GRE/GMAT scores; and applicability
of AFIT program to member's career field
positions, duties, and responsibilities.
AFIT is the Air Force’s graduate school of
engineering and management and its institution for technical professional continuing
education.
Since residence degrees were first granted
in 1956, more than 15,000 graduate and 300
doctorate of philosophy degrees have been
awarded.
Prospective students can review program
requirements and nomination procedures
on the Enlisted to AFIT Web site at
www.afit.edu.
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On-orbit checkout of the
SBIRS payload complete
PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE —
The U.S. Air Force has successfully completed initial early on-orbit checkout of the
first Space Based Infrared System (SBIRS)
payload.
SBIRS will deliver a new generation of
space-based satellites providing missile
warning, missile defense, technical intelligence and battlespace awareness to combatant commanders.
The SBIRS Wing at the Space and
Missile Systems Center (SMC), Los
Angeles AFB, Calif., is developing and
acquiring the system, and the 460th Space
Wing, headquartered at Buckley AFB, will
operate SBIRS.
“SBIRS presents a new era of global
surveillance with the ability to detect
and report events that were previously
beyond our capabilities, providing
greatly improved support to our combatant commanders,” said Gen. Kevin
Chilton, commander, Air Force Space
Command.
The initial ground phase of SBIRS,
called Increment 1, became operational in
2001, using a new consolidated ground architecture that processes data from current on-orbit Defense Support Program
satellites.
The payload, operating in a highly elliptical orbit (HEO), is the first component
of the Increment 2 constellation, ultimately including two HEO payloads and
multiple satellites in geosynchronous
earth orbit.
The SBIRS team, composed of personnel from the Air Force as well as

“SBIRS presents a
new era of global
surveillance with the
ability to detect and
report events that
were previously
beyond our
capabilities.”
Gen. Kevin Chilton, commander, Air
Force Space Command.

Lockheed Martin, the prime contractor,
and Northrop Grumman, the payload developer, confirmed the deployment,
checkout, and testing of the HEO payload, focusing on calibration of the infrared sensors as well as line-of-sight
testing.
Performance is meeting or exceeding all
specified mission requirements.
The payload will be fully operationally
certified by summer of 2008.
“Launch and checkout of the first
SBIRS HEO system is a critical step in
demonstrating this important new operational capability,” said Lt. Gen. Michael
Hamel, SMC commander. “SBIRS will
deliver revolutionary new ways to address
some of the most serious threats the
nation faces.”

Eyewear: Civilian frames
From page 1
“birth control glasses” issued in basic training.
The frames will be available at all military optometry clinics worldwide within six
months, although some may be able to get
them sooner depending on location.
The civilian frames program is administered primarily through the Naval
Ophthalmic Support and Training Activity,
which provides glasses and optometry
training to all military services through 24
subordinate glasses labs, located around the
country and operated by different military
services.
“Once a military member is out of their
basic training, they are eligible to be issued
any of the frames of choice,” said Cmdr.
Matt Newton, executive officer at NOSTRA
in Yorktown, Va. “In fact, we encourage
anyone in the military requiring corrective
lenses to have more than one pair of glasses
on hand at any given time.”
Medical officials encourage service members to hold onto issued boot camp glasses
as a backup.
Each of the six new styles comes in two
or three color options, expanding the selection even further.
The new styles are mostly wire frames
and come in black, brown and pewter. One
option, the coated wire frame, comes only
in black or brown.
The issue of these glasses is over and
above any other glasses military members
are required to have.
This includes not only the standard “S-9”
brown glasses issued in boot camp, but
other special styles of glasses, such as those
issued to aviators and submarine sailors.

But unlike operational glasses, no one
will be issued sunglasses in the new frames,
Newton said.
“Only those who have an operational
need for sunglasses are issued them,” he
said. “The Frames of Choice program only
offers clear lenses.”
Current rules allow anyone in the military
to get a new pair of glasses, which includes
frames and lenses, each year.
But if a member’s pair becomes broken or
damaged, or if a member’s prescription
changes significantly, the military will waive
that requirement.
Placing an order requires a visit to one
of the 4,000 optometry clinics the military
operates worldwide — most located at base
medical treatment facilities.
Those ordering locations, in turn, send
the requests off to one of the 24 military-operated labs which produce more than1.5
million pairs of spectacles for the military
each year.
The new civilian-style frames were selected after a three-year effort to improve
glasses options for the military, Newton
said.
When the program kicked off in 1996,
six options were available, but through the
years four of those options were dropped
because of lack of popularity — spurring
officials to look to expand the line.
Officials say ordering information will
be available online by Nov. 30.
Military officials started the Frames of
Choice program in as a quality-of-life issue
in response to the comedy routines poking
fun at the black horn-rimmed glasses
known affectionately as “BCGs,” or birth
control glasses.

How will
you protect
your family from
financial disaster
while you’re
away?

For a 15% Happy Holiday discount
for Military Members use promo code
MN47P15 when ordering online.

Identity theft hurts not only yourself, but it hurts your family
too. Our thorough and comprehensive identity theft protection
program is tailored specifically for military members.
Visit www.rcamfinancial.com for details on how
protecting your identity protects not just your credit,
but your family’s future.

SPACE GUARDIAN
Thursday, November 30, 2006

www.csmng.com

17

Pigskin Picks
College

NFL (cont.)

1. Army vs. Navy
2. USC vs. UCLA
3. Air Force vs. TCU
4. Stanford vs. California
5. Arkansas vs. Florida

10. Jaguars vs. Dolphins
11. 49ers vs. Saints
12. Falcons vs. Redskins
13. Chargers vs. Bills
Curt Barr

NFL

Family Member
1. Navy, 2. USC, 3. TCU,
4. California, 5. Florida, 6. Chiefs,
7. Bears, 8. Steelers, 9. Colts,
10. Jaguars, 11. Saints, 12. Falcons,
13. Chargers, 14. Jets, 15. Cowboys,
16. Texans, 17. Broncos,
18. Panthers

6. Chiefs vs. Browns
7. Vikings vs. Bears
8. Buccaneers vs. Steelers
9. Colts vs. Titans

Retiree

15. Cowboys vs. Giants

1. Army, 2. USC, 3. Air Force,
4. California, 5. Arkansas, 6.
Chiefs, 7. Bears, 8. Steelers, 9.
Colts, 10. Dolphins, 11. 49ers,
12. Falcons, 13. Chargers,
14. Jets, 15. Giants, 16. Raiders,
17. Broncos, 18. Panthers

Elijah Mitchell

John Spinuzzi

21st Security Forces
Squadron

21st Services Squadron

1. Army, 2. USC, 3. Air Force,
4. California, 5. Florida, 6. Chiefs,
7. Bears, 8. Steelers, 9. Colts,
10. Jaguars, 11. Saints, 12.
Redskins, 13. Chargers, 14. Jets,
15. Cowboys, 16. Raiders,
17. Broncos, 18. Panthers

We’ve lost our shirts…
to get you tires at

14. Jets vs. Packers

William Littlejohn

16. Texans vs. Raiders
17. Seahawks vs. Broncos
18. Panthers vs. Eagles

1. Navy, 2. USC, 3. TCU,
4. California, 5. Florida, 6. Chiefs,
7. Bears, 8. Steelers, 9. Colts,
10. Dolphins, 11. Saints,
12. Falcons, 13. Chargers,
14. Packers, 15. Cowboys,
16. Texans, 17. Seahawks,
18. Panthers

HIGHLANDS RANCH • 3992 Red Cedar Dr. • (303) 791-5043
CASTLE ROCK • 7520 Village Square • (303) 668-0520
PARKER • Lincoln Ave. & Lincoln Meadows Pkwy • COMING SOON!
AURORA • E. Smoky Hill Rd. & Highway 470 • COMING SOON!

Cheap
Prices!

SAVEUP TO
$
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TOURING
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EA

47

$
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P205/70R-15 • P215/70R-15
P205/65R-15

EA

P195/60R-15 • P195/60R-14
P215/65R-15

WHEN YOU BUY
4 SELECT TIRES
OR WHEELS.
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.

TRUCK/SUV

65

$
AS
LOW
AS

DESTINY

EA

P235/75R-15 • P235/70R-16

72

$
AS
LOW
AS

P185/70R-14

®

5720 E Woodmen Rd. (Powers & Woodmen Next to Home Depot) ...... (719) 266-5304
4465 Forest Hills Rd. (Garden of the Gods just E. of Centennial) ....... (719) 260-5974
770 Abbot Lane (8th & Cimarron) ........................................... (719) 520-0694

1770 Dublin (N. Academy & Dublin) ........................................... (719) 260-9181
305 N. Academy Blvd. (Academy & Platt by Target) ..................... (719) 574-8400
1826 Hwy 50 West (Pueblo) ................................................ (719) 545-3407

SPECIAL FINANCING AVAILABLE O.A.C.
M-F: 8:30-6
SAT.: 8:30-5

APPOINTMENTS
AVAILABLE
AMERICA’S LARGEST INDEPENDENT TIRE DEALER

tires.com

SHOP | APPOINTMENTS | PAY

STATE OR LOCAL TAXES AND, WHERE REQUIRED OR CHARGED, STATE ENVIRONMENTAL OR DISPOSAL FEES ARE EXTRA.
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Army unit wins intramural flag football tournament
By Walt Johnson
CSMNG

See Football page 19

Photo by Walt Johnson

The 1st Space Battalion intramural flag
football team survived a last-minute play
to defeat the 721st Security Forces team 76, claiming the 2006 Peterson Air Force Base
flag football championship at the base football field.
The championship was in doubt until the
last offensive play of the game.
The Security Forces team had to decide
whether to try a one-point conversion and
tie the game, forcing overtime, or go for a
two-point conversion and the win. The
Security Forces team went for two and came
up short.
Both teams won their first two games,
and played in the winner’s bracket final,
which the Space Battalion team won to advance to the championship game.
The Security Forces team had to beat the
21st Civil Engineers to secure a spot in the
championship game.
Before the start of the championship
series, Anthony Deromanis, the Security
Forces coach, said his team was ready for
the challenge of beating the Army team,
which it had lost to it just a week earlier.
“We lost to them last week and it’s a good
thing that we got that game under our
belts,” he said. “We know what their

strengths and weaknesses are and we feel we
can expose their weaknesses a bit. We have
been coming together a little more with
each game and we are ready to play tonight.
It took that one loss last week to get us to
this point because we thought we were
pretty invincible up to that point. After we
lost, we won the next game which got our
confidence back. Now that our confidence
has been restored we know what it takes to
win.”
Bryan Ginnetti, the Space Battalion
coach, said his team never thought it would
have to play two games to win the title.
“From our standpoint we know what they
want to do and we should be able to shut
them down,” he said. “We just played them
last week and beat them by two touchdowns
and I don’t plan on this game being close. I
think this game should be over very quickly
but you never know a couple of calls here and
there and a couple of dropped passes here
and there could make a difference.”
In game one, Deromanis prediction was
accurate. The Security Forces team came
out hot and blew away the Space Battalion
team, 27-0.
The Security Forces team went 8-2 during
the regular season. Ginnetti knew his team
had to come up with its best defensive effort

A member of the 721st Security Forces Squadron heads upfield after catching a pass during action at the base
football field.

Pick up your copy of the Space Guardian all
around Peterson AFB at the same locations

Nice Home - Bid Sale - No Prequal
Will Be Sold to

Split Level
4 BR, 3 Bth, 2 Car

Highest Bidder
(acceptable to seller)

the Observer was available.

Stetson Hills, 1700 sqft
5 Piece Master Bath
Walkout Family Room
Air Conditioning
Gas Fireplace
Alarm System
Sprinkler System
Fenced Yard
Great Condition

Sunday Evening
December 10th
bids start at

$139,000
(valued at $220,000)

(719) 572-5689
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Gentle Dental Care
Howard Short, D.M.D.
Accepting
United Concordia Insurance
for military families!

CALL
FOR APPOINTMENT!

719-574-7631
5739 Constitution Ave.
(SW corner Constitution and
Powers next to Walgreens)
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Football: Title
From page 18

Photo by Walt Johnson

of the year if it was going to win the title, and he challenged his team to do that in between the two games.
“They came out in that first game with some initiative and they came out to prove a point and they did
just that,” he said. “We came out flat and they handed
it to us. I really didn’t have to say too much to the
team. One other game this year we were down 20-0
at halftime and we came back and lost that game 2019. So we had been down before. I simply told them
to get their heads up, this is for the championship and
if anyone wasn’t ready to play they should leave now
because we are going to go all out in this game and that
is what we did.”
During the second game, the Space Battalion team
had a first half drive that resulted in a 7-0 lead.
With a little more than three minutes left in the
game, the Security Forces team got the ball and
marched down the field, with receivers making one
clutch catch after another.
With about 39 seconds left in the game, the Security
Forces team had a first down at the five yard line. The
Security Forces team punched the ball into the end
zone. The pass to complete the two-point conversion
fell incomplete in the back of the end zone.

General Dentistry For
Children And Young Adults

The 1st Space Battalion’s quarterback, right,
looks downfield for an open receiver while
under tremendous defensive pressure.
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Same Day Emergency
Visits Available
Walk-Ins Welcome
• Brand New Facility
• State Of The Art Equipment
• Digital Technology
• Child Friendly Environment

• We Have Happy Air
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• Accepting United Concordia and most other insurances

N

Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

0HHWIDFHWRIDFHZLWKORFDODQG
QDWLRQDOHPSOR\HUV
(PSOR\HUVZLOOEHUHFUXLWLQJIRU(OHFWULFDO0HFKDQLFDO6\VWHPV
1HWZRUN3URJUDP0DQDJHUV6:+:4$6DWHOOLWH$HURVSDFH
$LUFUDIW&RQWUDFW6SHFLDOLVWV/RJLVWLFV&212365)5DGDU
&RPPXQLFDWLRQV$ 30HFKDQLFV'HVLJQHUV'UDIWHUV6WUHVV 
6WUXFWXUHV5HOLDELOLW\0DLQWDLQDELOLW\0LOLWDU\2SV7HVW6$7&20
6LJQDO$QDO\VWV6SDFH6\VWHPV,QIR2SV'6&60,/67$57HFKV
$67$&6\VWHPV$GPLQLVWUDWRUV7HFKQLFLDQVDQGUHODWHGGLVFLSOLQHV
(PSOR\HUVLQWHUHVWHGFDOO[
-REVHHNHUVFDOO[
ZZZQHZVSDSHUMREIDLUVFRP
,I\RXFDQQRWDWWHQGHPDLO\RXUUHVXPHWR
UHVXPH#QHZVSDSHUMREIDLUVFRP

Academy
Blvd

2436 South Academy Blvd. Col Sprgs

Gateway
x Center

719-391-2336

&DQGLGDWHVPXVWKDYHDWOHDVW\HDUVRIUHODWHGLQGXVWU\
H[SHULHQFHDQG86FLWL]HQVKLSWRDWWHQG
&DQGLGDWHVZLWKDFWLYHFOHDUDQFHPLOLWDU\DQG
UHWLUHGPLOLWDU\SHUVRQQHODUHHQFRXUDJHGWRDWWHQG
6RPHHPSOR\HUVZLOOUHTXLUHDQDFWLYHFOHDUDQFH
([SUHVVODQHIRUTXDOLÀHGFDQGLGDWHV
ZLWKDFWLYHFOHDUDQFH

Astrozon

S

$ECEMBER $IAMOND
%XTRAVAGANZA
!T ,UISA 'RAFF $IAMONDS AND *EWELERS
WE DO DIAMONDS RIGHT (ERE YOU WILL lND
EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY THE BEST PRICES
AND MEMORABLE SERVICE ALL IN ONE PLACE

667-3880
&HQWHQQLDO%OYG
RQHEORFNQRUWKRI*DUGHQRIWKH*RGV

0RQ)ULDPSP6DWDPSP
FDOOIRUH[WHQGHG+ROLGD\+RXUV

³$OZD\V6HUYLQJ<RX:LWK/RYH´



