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Base Briefs
Gate construction
The left inbound and outbound lanes
at the North Gate will be closed from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. daily to repair the gate.
Construction is scheduled to be complete Dec. 15.
For more information, call 1st Lt.
Bryon Gohl at 556-1634.

Tree lighting

Holiday party
The 21st Space Wing holiday party is
from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Dec. 21 at the
Officers Club ballroom for all 21st SW
personnel and their spouses. There will
be games, prizes and entertainment by
The Air Force Academy Band “Blue
Steel.”
The cost for the luncheon has yet to
be determined. RSVP by Dec. 14 to
group contacts.

Photo by Airman 1st Class Michael S. Dorus

Peterson’s annual holiday tree
lighting ceremony is at 5 p.m. Dec. 7
outside the base chapel. After the tree
lighting, there will be refreshments in
the Chapel annex, and Santa is scheduled to appear.
For more information, call Chaplain
(1st Lt.) Anthony Wiggins or Senior
Airman Michael Delisle at 556-4442.

The air traffic control tower at Aviano Air Base, Italy, is abuzz with activity as Italian air force and U.S. Air Force controllers direct multiple flights of fighters Nov. 28.

’06 safest year in AF aviation
By Staff Sgt. Julie Weckerlein

over 500 aircraft destroyed at a cost of over
500 service member lives. Obviously, there’s
been a continuous culture change in which
safety has come into the forefront with
everything that we do.”
He credited leadership and dedicated
airmen for such a successful year, emphasizing that education has been key to preventing mishaps.
“In safety, there’s been a strong leadership approach,” Gorenc said. “We’re continually educating people on where they
fit in the bigger picture, and we’ve been
motivating them to be safe and to take care
of each other. But at the end of it all, it

Air Force Print News

Christmas parade
The Manitou Springs “Snowflakes &
Smiles” holiday parade is at noon Dec.
9, beginning at Manitou Avenue and El
Paso Boulevard in Manitou Springs.
For information call 685-5089 or visit
www.manitousprings.org.
More Briefs page 9

NORAD tracks Santa
Web site opens for the
season.
Page 5

WASHINGTON (AFPN) — Fiscal year
2006 was the safest year in aviation ever for
the Air Force.
The year marked the lowest number of
major aircraft accidents and fatalities within
the Department of Defense, said the Chief
of Air Force Safety Maj. Gen. Stan Gorenc.
According to the statistics, the Air Force
recorded 19 major aviation mishaps, eight
destroyed aircraft and one aviation fatality.
“It’s quite an historical accomplishment,”
Gorenc said. “In 1947, the Air Force
recorded over 1,500 major accidents and

comes down to personal responsibility.
Airmen are going out there each day to be
productive and as safe as possible.”
Gorenc said that while it’s fine to reflect
on such a great year; it’s important that
airmen do not let their guard down.
“The Air Force is a very vibrant organization,” he said, “There’s a continuous rotation of people coming and going, deploying
or moving on. We have to stay engaged (in
a safety mindset) by continually educating,
motivating and activating our airmen to incorporate safety into their everyday activities and routines.”

Monthly dinners provide family support
By Debbie Evert
Space Guardian
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Inside the Guardian

Santa Claus was the guest of honor at
the December deployed families’ dinner
Dec. 1 at the base chapel.
“When Santa came in, you could feel the
energy in the room,” said Master Sgt. Philip
York, co-coordinator of the event. “All the
kids had an opportunity to get their pictures
taken and receive a gift from the jolly old
man. For the first time in deployed families’ dinner history, we had to expand the
room to allow additional seating for the
meal the commissary folks delivered.”
Rachel Brann and her children have attended the dinner for several months.
Dozens of families join them for a free
meal, a chance to socialize and to connect
with those experiencing the pangs of a deployed spouse.
Brann’s husband, Master Sgt.-select
Michael “Mick” Brann is permanently stationed at Cheyenne Mountain, where he

The monthly deployed families’ dinner held at the Peterson Air Force Base Chapel gives families an opportunity to join together for a free meal, a chance to socialize and to connect with those experiencing the pangs of
a deployed spouse.
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A combined team of Air Force Reserve and Air National Guard medics sets up an Alaska tent as part of the Expeditionary Medical Support System during Patriot ’06, an Air National
Guard-lead exercise. The exercise simulates a real-world deployment.

Guard, Reserve rotations haven't changed
By Army Sgt. Sara Wood
Air Reserve Personnel Center Public Affairs

WASHINGTON (AFPN) — The National
Guard and Reserve are still operating under
the same rules for mobilization length, and no
troops have been mobilized for longer than the
allowed 24 cumulative months, according to
the top Defense Department official for
Reserve affairs.

The current law allows President George W.
Bush to mobilize up to 1 million guardsmen
and reservists for 24 consecutive months, but
Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld decided
to make the rule 24 cumulative months, to relieve stress on the force, said Thomas F. Hall, assistant secretary of defense for reserve affairs.
Hall explained that the 24-consecutivemonths rule, in the strictest sense, could ac-

How will
you protect
your family from
financial disaster
while you’re
away?

For a 15% Happy Holiday discount
for Military Members use promo code
MN47P15 when ordering online.

Identity theft hurts not only yourself, but it hurts your family
too. Our thorough and comprehensive identity theft protection
program is tailored specifically for military members.
Visit www.rcamfinancial.com for details on how
protecting your identity protects not just your credit,
but your family’s future.

tually see a guardsman mobilized until one day
short of the two-year mark, and then remobilized after a one-day break. Using the cumulative rule allows the reservist or guardsman to
maintain balance among military service,
family and employer, Hall said.
“We need to maintain that balance so that
our employers will continue to support us,
See Rotation page 12
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Wargame preparation focuses on Homeland Defense
By Tech. Sgt. Jennifer
Thibault
Air Force Space Command Public
Affairs

Space is an integral part of
the American way of life,
warfighting operations and
homeland defense.
Air Force Space Command
and U.S. Northern Command
have partnered to address
common issues facing the
future defense of the homeLt. Gen. Frank G. Klotz,
land.
AFSPC
Vice Commander
“Seminars like these contribute much in developing
potential courses of action,” said AFSPC Vice Commander
Lt. Gen. Frank G. Klotz. “Space can and will play a decisive
role in securing our borders and the maritime approaches,
and defending the homeland.”
Klotz also highlighted the recently released U.S. National
Space Policy. He said that while there is a great deal of continuity between the old and new policies, there are also distinct differences.
One difference is the emphasis placed on homeland security.
“In the 10-page summary of the policy, homeland security was referenced 15 times,” Klotz said. “While this reflects the effects of September 11 and hurricanes Katrina and
Rita, it reflects a recognition of the enormous contributions
space capabilities make to this critical mission set.”

Through a series of AFSPCsponsored seminars designed
to investigate space operations
in a future conflict, AFSPC
held the fourth and final
seminar at NORTHCOM
Headquarters Nov. 14-16, focusing on homeland defense
and homeland security, all in
preparation for the Schriever
IV Wargame scheduled for
next spring.
During the past eight
months, the Schriever IV
Adm. Timothy J. Keating,
Wargame team has conCommander, North American
ducted three seminars about Aerospace Defense Command
policy and rules of engageand United States Northern
ment, counterspace and inCommand
formation operations.
“These seminars are the
building blocks we will use to execute the wargame in
March, which will be hosted by Air Combat Command, at
Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada,” said Jason Altchek, the
Schriever IV Wargame director.
Adm. Timothy J. Keating, Commander, North American
Aerospace Defense Command and United States Northern
Command, kicked off this final seminar with opening comments highlighting the importance of space systems and
capabilities.
“The space domain is somewhat foreign to a lot of us,”
Keating said. “In the United States, we control it and accept

“Seminars like these contribute
much in developing potential
courses of action. Space can
and will play a decisive role in
securing our borders and the
maritime approaches, and
defending the homeland.”
Lt. Gen. Frank G. Klotz, AFSPC Vice Commander
it as a product given to us by the ‘space’ guys. We need to
(gain) a better understanding of it and the integration of
resources that are fundamental to delivering the air superiority we enjoy today.”
Keating spoke about the wealth of knowledge and expertise gathered for this seminar including the Schriever
IV Wargame senior mentors, former Air Force Chief of Staff
Gen. Ronald R. Fogelman, retired Gen. Charles R. Holland,
former commander, U.S. Special Operations Command and
retired Marine Gen. Charles E. Wilhelm, former commander, U.S. Southern Command.

Free classifieds in the Space Guardian
Three free lines for active-duty, retired military, and their dependents as well as civil
service employees. Place your ad online at www.csmng.com or call (719) 329-5236.

Church of Christ
1402 W. Pikes Peak Ave
A block north of Colorado Ave at
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NORAD’s Santa-Tracking Web site opens for 2006
American Forces Press Service

PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE – In advance of the holiday season and its 51st season of tracking Santa Claus on
his annual journey around the world, the North American
Aerospace Defense Command has activated its “NORAD
Tracks Santa” Web site for 2006.
The U.S.-Canadian command’s program began in 1955
when an errant phone call was made to NORAD’s predecessor, the Continental Air Defense Command Operations
Center in Colorado Springs. The call was from a local child
who dialed a misprinted telephone number in a local newspaper advertisement.

The commander who answered the phone that night gave
the youngster the information he requested — the whereabouts of Santa Claus — and thus the tradition of NORAD
tracking Santa began.
The program has grown immensely since it was first presented on the Internet in 1998. Last year, the Web site received 912 million “hits” from 204 countries and territories.
In addition, the NORAD Tracks Santa Operations Center,
occupied by 550 volunteers on Christmas Eve, answered
nearly 55,000 phone calls and nearly 98,240 e-mails from children around the world.
The Web site — www.noradsanta.org — features the his-

‘NORAD Tracks Santa’ operations center moves to Peterson
By NORAD Public Affairs staff
“Hello. I’m your NORAD Santa Tracker!”
Come Christmas Eve, these words will be on the tip
of every tongue in the “NORAD Tracks Santa”
Operations Center. Last year, 550 volunteers answered
more than 55,000 telephone calls and 7,000 e-mails from
children around the world inquiring about Santa’s whereabouts on Christmas Eve.
“This year, we expect to receive even more calls and
e-mails since the toll free number — (877) Hi-NORAD
— and the e-mail addresses for sending NORAD and
Santa e-mail are listed on the fabulously popular NORAD
Tracks Santa Web site,” said Maj. Stacia Reddish, 2006
NORAD Tracks Santa project officer.
From its inception in 1998, www.noradsanta.org has
received more and more hits every year — last year, the
site received 912 million hits from 204 countries and
territories. The sheer number of people it takes to handle
that huge volume of calls and e-mails is the primary
reason the “NORAD Tracks Santa” Operations Center is
moving from the small building just outside the
Cheyenne Mountain AFS complex to a larger building
this year.

This year, the “NORAD Tracks Santa” Operations
Center will relocate to the Leadership Development
Center, Building 910, on Peterson AFB.
“The LDC is a perfect location,” Reddish said. “We
have ample room to more than double the number of
telephones and computers this year — now we just need
the volunteers to man the additional phones and computers.”
In the past, getting volunteers has not been a problem
— in fact, the two-hour shifts usually fill up quite early.
“However,” Reddish said, “since Christmas Eve falls
on a Sunday this year, filling those additional seats may
pose a bit of a challenge. And we need more volunteers
than ever this year — as many as 800 volunteers. This is
a great, fun event — we have volunteers who do this year
after year; it has become their family ‘tradition’ to help
track Santa on Christmas Eve.”
The operations center is a fun, festive place — complete with special guest appearances. Snacks and beverages will be provided, and volunteers are invited to bring
their families with them — a special room for younger
children will be available.
To become a NORAD Santa Tracker this year, send an

tory of the program, information about how NORAD tracks
Santa and interactive games. On Dec. 24, beginning at 2
a.m. Mountain Time, the Web site will feature a minuteby-minute update on Santa’s travels around the world. All
the information is available English, French, German, Italian,
Japanese and Spanish.
Island Web Studios, America Online, Akami, Analytical
Graphics, Globelink Language and Cultural Services, Qwest
Communications, Verizon, and Microsoft Virtual Earth
help to make the program possible, NORAD officials said.
(From a North American Aerospace Defense Command
news release.)

e-mail to nnc.pa.nts.omb@northcom.mil and registration forms will be forwarded to you. No experience is required and anyone who has access to Peterson AFB and
is age 14 or older can volunteer. Shifts are two hours long
and run from 2 a.m. Dec. 24 through 2 a.m. Dec. 25.
Some very special guests will make volunteering a fun,
family affair.
1 to 3:30 p.m. — Clifford the Big Red Dog and Curious
George
3:30 to 4:30 p.m. — Sky Sox Fox
TBA — Jay Jay the Jet Plane

NORAD Santa Trackers need to know
 Being a NORAD Santa Tracker is a fun, family activity.
 No experience required.
 Anyone who has
access to Peterson AFB
and who is at least 14 years
old can volunteer.
 Shifts are two hours
long and begin at 2 a.m.
Dec. 24.
 The last shift ends at 2
a.m. Dec. 25.
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Tricare asking for input
about autism coverage
FALLS CHURCH, Va.—Tricare is creating a plan as part of the Extended Care
Health Option (ECHO) to provide services for military dependent children with
autism.
The 2007 National Defense
Authorization Act calls for the plan to include the following:
1. Education, training and supervision
requirements for individuals providing
services to military dependent children
with autism.
2. Standards to identify and measure
the availability, distribution and training
of individuals (with various levels of expertise) to provide such services.
3. Procedures to ensure such children
receive these services in addition to other
publicly-provided services.
Tricare also is seeking assistance from
military families to participate in the
plan’s development. Any affected military family may e-mail comments to
ChildrenWithAutism@tma.osd.mil until
Jan. 31.
“It is vital we learn about affected beneficiaries and their personal experiences,
so Tricare may better meet their needs,”
said Army Maj. Gen. Elder Granger,
deputy director, Tricare Management
Activity. “We look forward to expanding

available treatment options and access to
care for beneficiaries with autism.”
Currently, there are a number of treatments available for children with autism,
including Applied Behavioral Analysis
(ABA). Tricare shares the cost of ABA
for an active duty family member only if
a certified provider administers services.
It will not cover non-certified individuals — even if a certified ABA provider
indirectly supervises the individual.
In the meantime, Tricare continues to
share the cost of certified provider handson ABA therapy, under ECHO. The
Tricare maximum allowable charge for
all ECHO services is $2,500 per month.
Even when an active duty family
member sees a certified provider several
hours each week, an ABA-trained family
member may increase the therapy’s success. To encourage family member involvement, Tricare may cost share family
members’ ABA training, if a certified
provider trains them.
Tricare Management Activity, the
Defense Department agency that administers the health care plan for the uniformed services, retirees and their
families, serves more than 9.2 million eligible beneficiaries worldwide.
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Operation Cookie Drop
spreads holiday cheer
By Steve Brady
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

The Peterson Spouses Club will launch
an operation to eliminate holiday blues and
spread cheer Dec. 11 and 12: Operation
Cookie Drop.
The mission is to provide a dozen cookies
for each of the nealy 350 service members
living in base dormitories.
“It’s a way to give back to the servicemen
and women in the dorms,” said Margie
McGee, special activities chairwoman for
the Peterson Spouses Club. “A lot of the
times they are a long way from home
without family in the local area, so this gives
us a chance to remember them.”
Service members from all branches
working at Cheyenne Mountain, Schriever
and Peterson will receive cookies.
“They tell me they love it. I think it’s a
pretty good, feel-good thing,” said Master
Sgt. Tom O’Neil, unaccompanied housing
manager. “The spouses group is doing
something good that is tangible. I used to get
the cookies when I was a young airman and
it was a great feeling that someone cared
and actually took the time to bring you
cookies. It’s a great program.”
The group will accept donations of home
baked-style cookies from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Dec. 11 and 12 at the chapel, rooms 1 and
2. All types of cookies are wanted; label bags
with the type of cookies.
Any extra cookies will be distributed to
24-hour work centers such as security
forces, the fire department and wing operations center, McGee said.
For planning purposes, donors are asked
to contact McGee in advance at 596-4033.

Visit the Space Guardian online at www.csmng.com
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Some of CTU’s Veteran Staff
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Air Force seeks to I.D.
foreign language skills
By Staff Sgt. C. Todd Lopez
Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON (AFPN) — Air Force
Chief of Staff Gen. T. Michael Moseley has
approved a survey to identify the foreign
language capability inherent in the Air
Force.
The purpose of the on-line survey is to
allow Air Force officials to get a better understanding about the foreign language
skills already in the force, so they can better
determine the language skills that must be
developed for operational missions.
“The Air Force is actively engaged in operations all over the world, the most visible
being those supporting the global war on
terror,” Moseley said. “An important lesson
we continue to learn is that the ability to
speak a foreign language is a critical warfighting skill. We found that many airmen
have foreign language skills that have not
been documented, so we are canvassing the
force to more accurately determine our res-

ident foreign language capability.”
Moseley has made completion of the
survey mandatory for all enlisted members
and for officers in the grades lieutenant
colonel and below. The survey presents
airmen with a list of languages. Airmen are
asked to identify which of those languages
they have skills in, and to what degree they
possess those skills.
If an airman demonstrates sufficient skill
in a language of strategic value to the Air
Force, that airman may be able to qualify
for foreign language proficiency pay.
Sufficient skill in a single language can raise
an airman’s pay by as much as $500 per
month. Airmen with skills in multiple
strategic languages can earn as much as an
additional $1,000 per month.
Airmen should contact their military personnel flight testing office to sign up to take
a defense language proficiency test if they
want to determine if they are eligible for
FLPP.

Family association appoints
new representative at Schriever
National Military Family Association
Public Relations Department

ORGANIZATIONS CONSTANTLY LOOK FOR
A COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE. MAYBE YOU SHOULD TOO.

Webster has a
faculty that practices
what it teaches, class
hours around your
schedule, and small
classes with a lot
of one-on-one
attention.

The National Military Family Association
has appointed Barbara Dowling as its representative for Schriever AFB.
In her volunteer position she will serve as
the “eyes and ears” of NMFA, and will be
available to listen to the concerns of military
family members and pass those concerns
on to NMFA Headquarters.
Dowling also will be a source of information in the community for what NMFA
is doing in Washington in representing the
interests of military families.
For more than 30 years NMFA has been

committed to serving the families of the
uniformed services through education and
advocacy.
As a primarily volunteer association, it
has worked for a better quality of life for
military families.
NMFA also works with other associations
as a member of the Military Coalition to
raise military quality of life concerns to
Congress and other policy makers.
For more information about NMFA or to
contact your representative, visit www.nmfa.
org or call (703) 931-6632. Dowling can be
reached at (719) 339-1830 or Barbara.
Dowling@us.army.mil.

Graduate Evening Classes Begin Week of January 8th

CALL TODAY!
Information Technology Management
Human Resources Management
Human Resources Development
Procurement and Acquisitions Management

Hill Air Force Base Campus
7290 8th Street Ste 114
Hill AFB, UT 84056
www.webster.edu/saltlake
Phone: 801-779-2061

Photo courtesy of the U.S. Air Force

M.A.
M.A.
M.A.
M.A.

Tops In Blue needs horn players
The Tops In Blue entertainment team is looking for horn players for the upcoming 2007 tour. Horn
players on active duty in the Air Force can audition directly with Tops In Blue officials.
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B a s e
Officers Club holiday brunch
The Officers’ Club will serve some of its
best food during a Membership Christmas
Brunch from 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Dec. 17.
Entrees include baron of beef, roast pork,
Cajun catfish, peel-and-eat shrimp and
roasted chicken. Also on the menu are breakfast favorites, a dessert station, fresh fruit and
complimentary champagne or eggnog.
The cost is $17.95, but members who
present their club card receive a $2 discount.
For more information, call 574-4100.

New Year’s Eve celebration
Eat, drink and be merry at the New Year’s
Eve celebration at the Officers’ Club on Dec.
31. We will bid farewell to the old year and
welcome in the new in grand style.
The festivities begin with a dinner at 7:30
p.m. followed by live dance music by Carlos
Crull, and a champagne toast at midnight.
A special good luck breakfast will be offered at 12:15 a.m. The cost is $43 per
person. For more information and reservations, call 574-4100.

SnoFest
SnoFest, the 17th annual military snow
sports weekend, is Jan. 26-28 at Keystone
Resort. There will be free competitive ski and
snowboard racing, discounts on lodging, lift
tickets and equipment, a cardboard derby,
ice skating, tubing, sleigh rides and more.
For reservations call (800) 354-4386 and
mention participant code GV7SNOW. For
more information call 556-1760.

Fitness Center hours
The Fitness and Sports Center will be
closed on Christmas Day. It will reopen the

following day for its normal operating
hours, 4:30 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. The Fitness
Center will be open New Year’s Eve and New
Year’s Day from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Here are the holiday hours for all 21st
Services facilities. Operating hours are subject to change, so call ahead.
 Aero Club, 556-4310
Office closed Dec. 21-26, Dec. 30, 31 and
Jan. 1.
 Aragon Dining Facility, 556-4723
Open on holidays, serving brunch 6:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. and supper from 4:30 to 6
p.m.
 Auto Hobby Center, 556-4481
Closed Dec. 24-25, and Dec. 31 and Jan. 1
 Bowling Center, 556-4607
Closed Dec. 25. Open all other holidays
from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
 Child Development Center – Main,
554-9572; Annex, 556-7460
Closed Dec. 25 and Jan. 1.
 Community Activities Center, 5561733
Closed Dec. 25 and Jan. 1.
 Enlisted Club, 556-4194
Closes permanently Dec. 17, except for
scheduled parties.
 Family Child Care, 556-4322
Closed Dec. 25 and Jan. 1.
 Fitness and Sports Center, 556-4462
Closed Dec. 25; open Dec. 31 and Jan. 1
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 Library, 556-7462
Closed Dec. 25 and Jan. 1.
 Lodging, 556-7851
Open 24 hours a day, every day.
 Officers’ Club, 556-4181.
Closed Dec. 23-26 and Jan. 1-2. Open for
lunch only Dec. 27-30.
 Outdoor Recreation, 556-4867
Closed Dec. 25 and Jan. 1.
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B r i e f s
Golf course deals
The Silver Spruce Golf Course is offering
a winter green fee special through Jan.
31.Play nine holes of golf for just $9 and 18
for $18.
For more information, call 556-7414.
The Silver Spruce pro shop has selected
merchandise on sale. Golfers also can be
fitted for individual clubs or a new set.
Demonstration drivers are on sale right now.
Winter hours for the pro shop are 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday and 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. on weekends, as long as there is no
snow on the ground and it is not below
freezing.
The pro shop closes at 1 p.m. on
Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve and is
closed Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.

Readiness classes
All Airmen and Family Readiness programs are open to active duty, DoD-civilian
personnel, reserve/guardsman, their families,
and retired members and their families.
For some programs, the spouses of active
duty Air Force members have priority.
Classes are held in the Airman and
Family Readiness Center classroom, 135
Dover St., Room 1016, unless otherwise
specified. Call 556-6141 for more information or to register for classes.
E-mail can also be sent to 21mss.dpf @peterson.af.mil. Include the name and date(s)
of the program you are interested in, your
name, rank, duty phone number, home
phone number and organization.
You will be informed whether space is
available. The IDS Calendar, www.peterson.
af.mil under People Helping People/ Airman
and Family Readiness Center, will have any
changes/updates about the following classes.

Going overseas, Dec. 14
Preparing for your overseas destination
can enable you and your family to make
living overseas a positive experience. Gaining
important must-know information that will
help you adjust to your new environment is
the key to this process. Topics include: travel,
currency, telephones, schools, culture and
customs, voltage requirements, housing and
utilities, and medical care. PCS orders are not
required.
Smooth move, Dec. 14
This briefing is for anyone PCSing from
Peterson in the near future. Moving can be
one of the most stressful times for you and
your family. Learn to make it better for
everyone. Receive tips from the experts:
JPPSO, Legal Office, Accounting and
Finance, Tricare and the Airman and Family
Readiness Center. Spouses are encouraged
to attend. PCS orders are not required.
Sponsorship training, Dec. 19
This training prepares sponsors to meet
the needs of the inbound personnel and
family members being sponsored. This is
required for anyone who has not sponsored
someone during the last six months and is
a recertification class for all.
Creditwise, 9 to 10:30 a.m., Dec. 13
Develop a credit spending plan, understand your credit report and score and learn
how to protect against identity theft.
Sleep tight at night investing, 1 to 3
p.m., Dec. 14
This two-hour seminar will cover investment options and strategies for the midlevel investor. Get the tools you need to
maximize your returns, diversify your portfolio and allocate your resources to your
best advantage. This is an intermediate level
investing course aimed at investors who already have some investments in place.

duty military
Must be active
ate.
to qualify for reb

#36F048

#372006

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$19,130
DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE . . . . .$2,000
SATURN RED TAG . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,000
MILITARY DISCOUNT . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$500

#6825

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$13,555
BONUS CASH . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$500
SATURN RED TAG . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$500
MILITARY DISCOUNT . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$500
72 MONTHS @ 6.5% A.P.R. WITH 10% DOWN WITH APPROVED
CREDIT. PLUS TAX, MUST BE ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY TO QUALIFY.

'92 SATURN SL1 #37G003A . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,997
'97 SATURN SL1 #6826A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,997
'01 FORD FOCUS #6831B . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,997
'97 HONDA CIVIC #37H025A . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,997
'03 CHEVROLET CAVALIER #6794 . . . . . . .$7,997
'02 DODGE NEON SE #6791 . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,997
'01 SATURN L200 #6786 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8,997
'99 CHEVROLET T BLAZER #6796 . . . . . . .$8,997
'00 DODGE DURANGO 4X4 #6831J . . . . . .$8,997
'01 OLDSMOBILE ALERO GLS #372061A .$8,997
'01 PONTIAC GR PRIX GTP #37H022B . . .$9,997

'05 DODGE NEON #6837 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9,997
'03 MAZDA PROTÉGÉ #6825 . . . . . . . . . . . .$9,997
'03 SATURN ION 2 #6760A . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9,997
'01 SUZUKI SIDEKICK #6745A . . . . . . . . . .$9,997
'03 SATURN ION 2 #6842 . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10,997
'03 FORD WINDSTAR #9170B . . . . . . . . .$10,997
'01 CHEVROLET S10 4X4 #36C004A . . . .$11,997
'01 DODGE DURANGO 4X4 #6840 . . . . . .$11,997
'03 SATURN ION 3 #6843 . . . . . . . . . . . . .$11,997
'05 FORD FOCUS SE #6761 . . . . . . . . . . .$11,997

'05 FORD TAURUS SE #6783 . . . . . . . . . .$11,997
'05 KIA OPTIMA #6819 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$11,997
'05 NISSAN SENTRA #6841 . . . . . . . . . . .$11,997
'03 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA #6809A . . . . . .$11,997
'04 SATURN ION 3 #6838 . . . . . . . . . . . . .$12,997
'03 SATURN L300 #6822 . . . . . . . . . . . . .$12,997
'03 PONTIAC VIBE AWD #6823 . . . . . . . .$13,997
'03 SATURN L300 #6820 . . . . . . . . . . . . .$13,997
'05 SUZUKI VERONA #6824 . . . . . . . . . . .$13,997
'06 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER #6773 . . . . .$14,997

©2006 Graham Advertising.
All rights reserved. 1120

Prices plus tax. Subject to prior sale.

'02 NISSAN XTERRA #6779 . . . . . . . . . . .$14,997
'03 SUBARU OUTBACK H6 #6805 . . . . . .$16,997
'06 TOYOTA COROLLA #372019B . . . . . . .$17,997
'02 CHEVROLET AVALANCHE #6832 . . .$18,997
'04 FORD EXPLORER SPORT 4X4 #6834 $19,997
'06 DODGE DURANGO 4X4 #6821 . . . . . .$20,997
'06 SATURN VUE AWD #6829 . . . . . . . . .$20,997
'06 SATURN VUE AWD #6835 . . . . . . . . .$20,997
'06 FORD F150 4X4 #6767 . . . . . . . . . . . .$22,997
'03 CHEVROLET SUBURBAN #373001A .$23,997
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Care packages made easy

Photo by Master Sgt. Scott Wagers

said Amy Palmer, executive vice president
of operations for Operation Homefront.
“With security for the troops so tight, we
were concerned care packages weren’t getting through, so we built eCarePackage to
ensure our troops and families continue to
‘feel the love’ from Americans.”
Items available in the eCarePackage store
range from toiletries and necessities to
games, books and candy. Most items were donated from sponsors, including The Dollar
Tree, which runs its Operation Appreciation
program in most stores nationwide.
Donated items are not marked up, so
eCarePackage visitors often pay only the cost
of handling and shipping — making
eCarePackage less expensive than doing it
yourself. Moreover, Operation Homefront
has partnered with DHL, which provides
postal service to overseas troops, to ensure
direct and timely delivery of all care packages.
The eCarePackage program is an extension
of Operation Homefront’s mission to provide
emergency support and morale to our
troops, the families they leave behind during
deployments and wounded warriors when
they return home.

Aeromedical evacuation
Medics carry a U.S. civilian contractor onto a C-130 Hercules on Nov. 22 at the 332nd Contingency
Aeromedical Staging Facility during a temporary stop at Balad Air Base in Iraq.
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Colorado Troops To Teachers
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Are you a spouse of a military member?
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SANTA ANA, Calif. (AFPN) — Just in
time for the holidays, Operation Homefront
has launched “eCarePackage,” an online
service that allows people to send care packages to deployed troops and their families.
Operation Homefront is part of
CinCHouse. com, a community for military
wives, and is a member of America Supports
You, a Department of Defense program connecting U.S. citizens with the military.
Service members and families can register on www.ecarepackage.org, which protects their identity and location, and visitors
can “adopt” them based on common interests. Then visitors select individual items
to create a customized care package for their
chosen service member or family and include a personal message.
Operation Homefront’s team of volunteers takes the order, boxes the selected
items and ships them directly to the service
member or family — always protecting their
identity and physical location.
“There’s nothing like a care package to
cheer up a deployed soldier or a lonely military family, especially during the holidays,”

3RZHUV%OYG

American Forces Press Service
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Air Force leaders address quality of life issues
WASHINGTON (AFPN) — Airmen
can still expect high-caliber quality of life
programs that will take care of them and
their families despite the changes being
made within the service.
“Quality of life continues to be one of our
top three priorities,” said Lt. Gen. Roger
Brady, Air Force deputy chief of staff for
manpower and personnel at the Pentagon.
“It’s an area we look at carefully, and we have
a long tradition of providing for our folks.
We are most concerned with what it takes
to care for our expeditionary airmen and
their families.”
Like many other career fields and Air
Force programs, the services organization
faces cuts in personnel and funding because
of the Program Budget Decision 720 directed by Congress. It is a situation that has
forced leaders to re-evaluate the definition
of quality of life, said Chief Master Sgt. of the
Air Force Rodney McKinley.
“It’s very important for us to define
quality of life,” he said. “In my opinion, it’s
making sure airmen have a quality workplace (and) adequate housing on and off
base and in the dorms. It’s providing child-

care and libraries, and ensuring airmen have
access to nutritional meals. But at the same
time, we have to look deeper and determine
what are benefits and what are perks.”
Both leaders said that while a top-notch
fitness center is probably seen as a quality
of life benefit to airmen, a towel handed to
them is a perk, as are 24-hour gym access
and big screen televisions, for example.
During a time when the Air Force must
make every dollar count, these perks can
be costly, and so the Air Force might not
provide funding for them.
“Nobody likes to be inconvenienced, and
we may sacrifice some convenience, but I
don’t think those are the kinds of things we
are about,” Brady said. “We are more concerned with what will affect families and
individuals who serve, and those are the
things we have to pay attention to.”
The consolidation of some dining facilities and satellite fitness centers were determined through patronage and cost
savings.
Those locations, however, will ensure
that they still have the capability to provide
for their population with eating establish-

their focus on the mission.”
Brady also said that services devoted to
family members, such as childcare, will not
be greatly affected and that there are no
plans to close childcare centers.
“I think childcare is very important and
critical,” he said. “We are a family force,
and so we have people who serve this
nation who need to be able to take care of
their families. We’re expeditionary, too, so
people are gone a lot or work long hours,
and there are dual-military and singleparent families. Things like childcare are
critically important, and so we must maintain that capability to give confidence to
those who serve that their families will be
taken care of.”
McKinley said that he doesn’t foresee any
negative impact on recruiting or retention
based upon the changes to quality of life
programs.
“We’ll still maintain a great quality of life
for our airmen and families,” he said. “We
all have to understand that our Air Force
must make difficult decisions today to
ensure we have the right capabilities for the
future.”

“I think childcare is
very important and
critical. We are a
family force, and so
we have people who
serve this nation who
need to be able to take
care of their families.”
Lt. Gen. Roger Brady, Air Force deputy
chief of staff for manpower and
personnel at the Pentagon
ments both on and off base, he said.
“We have to evaluate all facilities and how
we spend our money, but it’s important
airmen know that their readiness will
always be at the forefront,” Brady said.
“Winning the war on terror is the Air
Force’s top priority. We are committed to
maintaining the quality of life for our deployed warfighters, so they can continue

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!
• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.
referral is
No Primary Care
ply call for
necessary. Sim
an appointment.

 



The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
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Northside
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Dinner: Deployed

Rotation: Mobilization stays same

From page 1

From page 3

works in security. He was deployed to Southwest Asia five
months ago.
“I go because I want to support his squadron,” Brann said. “I
also want to show my support for the war and those over there.
It also helps our kids remember their daddy.”
Support is one reason dinner co-coordinator Master Sgt.
Andrew Holland is involved with the monthly events.
“Ultimately it provides an opportunity to meet and share like
issues,” he said. “It’s also a way for leadership to check in on the
families of their airmen.”
Brann heard about the dinners through the Airman & Family
Readiness Center. Her husband’s commander calls her every
month to remind her about the dinners.
The events connect Brann to her husband and his work. They
are for civilians and active-duty military alike.
“I thought the dinners were only for civilian spouses,” said
Tech. Sgt. Anedra Conlan, non-commissioned officer in charge,
training, 21st Services Squadron. “When I attended my first
dinner last month I was shocked to see so many military spouses.
I attend the dinners so I can meet people who are in the same
boat I am in. It’s nice to talk to someone who’s stressing (good
or bad) like you are. Sharing stories helps my stress levels stay
stable.”
Conlan’s husband is Tech. Sgt. Shawn Conlan, NCOIC, network infrastructure. He is expected to return home in late
January.
With donations from commissary vendors and items purchased from the base exchange, a hearty meal and special giveaways are provided to each family.
“Our commissary and BX did it again,” Holland said. “The
night was one exciting moment after another, from dinner and
Santa Claus to gifts, giveaways and a grand prize of a 50-inch flat
screen HDTV. The families had a great evening.”
York, stationed at Cheyenne Mountain, brings his family to
the dinners. They gladly join in on the fun, games, videowatching and time to connect.
They’ll soon switch from being hosts to being honored guests
because York will be deployed again. But, they’ve already made
connections to family members of other deployed airmen.

(and) our families will continue to support us,” he said.
“As you would well understand, if you don’t get that
support as a guardsman or reservist, it’s very hard for
you to serve.”
Currently no guardsmen or reservists have been mobilized longer than 24 cumulative months, Hall said, and
DoD thinks this is a sustainable arrangement. Many
troops have served months short of two years, and are
still available to return, he said. However, officials are
always examining force requirements, and could switch
to the consecutive rule.
“We’re not there yet, where we have used up our
assets,” he said. “But should that happen, and Congress
wishes to change the law or give us additional authority,
they can certainly do that. I have full confidence that
Congress, working with us, will give us the authorities
we need as well as the funds and as well as the equipment they always have.”
Some guardsmen and reservists have been mobilized a second, third or even fourth time, Hall said, but
almost all of them have been volunteers. Many of the
troops believe in the cause they’re fighting for and are
asking to go back.

YOU DESERVE
HIGH PRAISE,
NOT HIGH AUTO RATES.

“They are very loyal; these young men and women
want to support their buddies and shipmates in a particular unit, and they volunteer to go back with that
unit, even if they’ve gone before,” he said. “They are
fast becoming the next greatest generation.”
DoD’s goal is to get the National Guard and Reserve
on a schedule where units deploy for one year, and have
five years at home, Hall said. For active duty, the goal
is a one-year deployment with two years at home. DoD
is working toward that goal, but still has progress to
make, he said.
“The war on terror is not going to go away, so we
have to have a long-term view; we have to look over the
next 20 years,” Hall said. “We have not changed our requirements; we’ve not changed our metrics. We are in
a transition period. We’re working toward those goals.
In the intervening time, we might have to send
someone quicker than we want.”
The most recent mobilization announcements are
the 218th Brigade Combat Team from the South
Carolina Army National Guard, which will deploy to
Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom, and about 6,000 reservists who will deploy
in units smaller than brigades to support Operation
Iraqi Freedom, Hall said.

Air Force Reserve Command at a glance
Mission: Deliver sovereign options for the defense of the United States of America and its global interests
— to fly and fight in Air, Space, and Cyberspace.
Vision: To provide the world’s best mutual support to the Air Force and our joint partners — flying and
fighting as An Unrivaled Wingman.
Responsibilities: Air Force Reserve Command provides the U.S. Air Force about 20 percent of their
capability with only about four percent of the total Air Force budget. The Reserve does two missions no one
else does in the entire Department of Defense – fixed-wing aerial spray missions to kill mosquitoes in the
aftermath of natural disasters and the Hurricane Hunters who monitor hurricanes for the National Weather
Service. The Air Force Reserve Command also supports space, flight test, special operations, aerial port
operations, civil engineer, security forces, intelligence, military training, communications, mobility support,
transportation and services missions.

Check out our new reduced auto
insurance rates.
You give us your all. That’s why we work hard to give you
uncompromising customer service and our lowest auto insurance
rates possible. In fact, if you haven’t compared USAA
lately, visit us online. You’ll ﬁnd new lower rates.1 Maybe
that’s why 96% of our members renewed their policies
with USAA last year. Go to usaa.com for a free
online quote.

CHECKING
SAVINGS
CREDIT CARDS
LOANS

OUR COMMON BOND: UNCOMMON SERVICE.
• New lower member-only rates – save up to $6002 a year
• Superior member service and support
• Flexible payment options – with no fees

AUTO INSURANCE
LIFE INSURANCE
INVESTMENTS

GET A FREE ONLINE AUTO QUOTE TODAY.

FINANCIAL ADVICE

%usaa.com 800.531.3203

Investments/Insurance: Not FDIC Insured · May Lose Value · Not Bank Guaranteed
1
Rate reduction is based on average of liability, comprehensive and collision rates for policies underwritten by United Services Automobile Association, and its afﬁliates. Rate decreases vary by location and company. Existing members may not have received a rate decrease if they had changes in covered vehicles, persons or driving records.
2
Average annual dollar savings based on countrywide survey of new policyholders from 9/1/05 to 8/31/06, as compared to their previous carriers’ rates. Savings may not be available in all locations, all policies, or all companies. Savings do not apply to MA or NJ.
Use of the term “member” does not convey any legal, eligibility or ownership rights.
To remain eligible, military personnel must purchase property and casualty insurance underwritten by USAA by December 31st of the year following the year they leave active, or active reserve, military service. Eligibility and underwriting restrictions apply to purchase of property and casualty insurance.
USAA means United Services Automobile Association, USAA Casualty Insurance Company, USAA General Indemnity Company, Garrison Property and Casualty Insurance Company, USAA County Mutual Insurance Company, USAA Investment Management Company, USAA Life Insurance Company, USAA Life Insurance Company of New York (Highland Falls, NY), USAA Financial Planning Services
Insurance Agency, Inc. (known as USAA Financial Insurance Agency in California), USAA Financial Advisors, Inc., and USAA Federal Savings Bank (equal housing lender) and USAA Savings Bank. Both banks FDIC insured. Property and casualty insurance products are subject to eligibility requirements.
© USAA 2006. All rights reserved. 1635:18179
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Anasazi history
being preserved
in Manitou Springs

By Nel Lampe
CSMNG

The cliff dwellings in
Manitou Springs are quite
popular with tourists.
The dwellings were originally
built more than 700 years ago in
McElmo Canyon, in southwestern
Colorado and are believed to have been occupied by the Anasazi people between 1100
and 1300 A.D.
In the early 1900s, artifacts were being pilfered
and vandalized in the Colorado Four Corners area.
A group of residents in Manitou Springs and
Colorado Springs were concerned that the ancient cliff dwellings
would be destroyed and that people wouldn’t be able to visit the
ruins and learn about the ancient people who constructed the
dwellings and lived there.
The group obtained the cliff dwellings, dismantled them, numbered
every rock and brought the pieces to Manitou Springs by wagon.
Property had been acquired for a permanent reconstruction site.
The dismantled cliff dwellings were reassembled at the present
site of the museum. The process took several years before the
Manitou Cliff Dwellings Museum was opened to the public in 1906.
The Manitou Cliff Dwellings once housed several families, much
like modern condominiums or townhouses. The rooms are small, only
about 6 feet by 8 feet, with ceilings about 6-feet high.
Some of the rooms were accessed by ladders, which the inhabitants
then pulled up into the dwelling, making the openings secure from
intruders.
The Manitou Cliff Dwellings includes a tower-type building, presumed to have been used for grain storage.
Photo by Nel Lampe

Kivas
— round chambers built partly
underground —
were believed to have
been used for religious rituals and ceremonies.
The Anasazi, or “ancient ones,” descended from basket makers, who lived
from 500-750 A.D., and lived in permanent
houses, rather than in tepees. They first had pit houses, but
about 1200 A.D. started living in cliff dwellings, both for camouflage and protection.
The cliff dwellers learned to collect water and developed
irrigation systems. They became skilled farmers and grew
corn, beans and squash. They hunted deer, rabbits and
mountain sheep to supply meat.
About 1300 A.D, the Anasazi seemingly abandoned
their cliff dwellings area and left without a trace. It’s still
not known exactly what happened.
There are many cliff dwellings and other historic artifacts
in Mesa Verde National Park in the southwest Colorado, near
Cortez. Exploring Mesa Verde, which is about 350 miles from
Colorado Springs, takes a day or more.
A visit to the cliff dwellings in Manitou serves as a good
primer for a trip to Mesa Verde. Or, if you never get to Mesa
Verde, a trip to Manitou is educational and is a good representation of what cliff dwellings are like.
In addition to the cliff dwellings, the site also features other
See Anasazi page 15
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Anasazi: History
From page 13

Someday, you'll find a community
you can call "home".

Beazer Homes is pleased and proud to be a part
of the Colorado Springs community!
Visit any Beazer Homes community and receive

$5,000 to $10,000 in Incentives*
ASK ABOUT OUR $1 V.A. MOVE-IN SPECIAL!

$10,000 Incentive!

Princess cut diamond
earrings in 14K gold,
1/4 ct. t.w.

P arkway

719.260.9889
From the Low $300's

2

Jamboree

Woodmen Road
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5
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Marksheffel Road

Union Blvd
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a

*Stated prices do not include taxes and other applicable fees.

Patio
Homes
From Washer
the Mid
$300's
Includes
Refrigerator,
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2 Wolf Ranch ~ NEW PHASE OPEN!

1

Union Blvd

(while supplies last).

719.636.1984
G.E.
APPLIANCE PACK AGE**

sB

Research Pkwy

Nevada Ave

Wrapped in a
Benny Bear

e

y Blvd
dem
ca

Jewelry enlarged to show detail.

Chapel Hills

Bri ar
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t

FREE

1 Sweetwater Ridge ~ OPENS SOON!

er

.

Air Force
Academy

W oodmen

This holiday season, present
her with a pair of princess cut
diamond earrings from Ben
Bridge Jeweler.

Po w

83

Powers Blvd

$199*

To find your brand new home in a community that's right for you,
and
see the map or visit beazer.com.

lvd
24

3 The Gables ~ 4 MODELS OPEN!

719.886.4250
Homes from the Mid $200's
4 Claremont Ranch - 3 NEW MODELS!

719.573.5227
Homes from the Low $200's
2 Story Townhomes from Low $100's

4

5 Lowell Neighborhood

719.636.1984
3 Story Townhomes from Upper $100's

24

Fountain

Circle D r i v

719.473.6693
Townhomes from the Mid $100's

Peterson
Air Force
Base

7

Drennan

The Citadel (719) 591-2575, Park Meadows (303) 706-1814
Southwest Plaza (303) 932-1417, FlatIron Crossing (720) 887-1131
benbridge.com

Powers
Blvd

83

heffel Road
Marks

Broadmoor

6 Spring Creek ~ CLOSEOUT!

Academy Blvd

6

e

Pick up
your copy
of the
Space
Guardian
all
around
Peterson
AFB at
the same
locations
the
Observer
was
available.

Photo by Nel Lampe

American Indian dancers perform
for visitors at the cliff dwellings
during summer months.

American Indian dwellings. A tepee is near the parking lot and
can be explored. There’s also a mesa-top building which was
used by the cliff-dwellers when they worked their crops and
were away from their homes. A Pueblo-style building was constructed near the cliff dwellings in 1898. The building was occupied from 1898 until 1984 by the Tafoya family, which served
as caretakers for the cliff dwellings.
The pueblo is now a museum, with several displays about the
life of the cliff dwellers and includes stone tools, arrowheads, pottery, baby carriers and cooking tools, as well as prehistoric rock
art displays.
The pueblo-style building also has well-stocked gift shops.
Gift shop wares include American Indian-style art, decorative
items, candles, calendars, plates, figurines, pottery, sand paintings, postcards and books. There are also bows and arrows and
American Indian-style headdresses.
A room behind one of the gift shops houses 1,000 year-old pots
and tools.
During summer months, American Indians perform traditional
dance programs at the site several times each day. The performers also share stories about their dances and customs.
The Manitou Cliff Dwellings and Museum is open year-round,
except during inclement weather.
The museum is open from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. during the summer.
From October through April, the museum closes at 5 p.m. It
also is closed Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day.
Admission is $8.50. Children ages 7-11 pay $6.50 and children
6 and younger are admitted free.
For an additional $8, guests can buy a Holiday Shopping Pass,
which entitles them to shop Nov. 25 through Jan. 5 for no entrance fee, and provides a 30 percent discount on purchases.
To reach the Manitou Cliff Dwellings Museums and Preserve,
take Interstate 25 to the Cimarron exit, Highway 24 west. The
dwellings are about eight miles west; watch for the signs. The cliff
dwellings are on the north side of the road.
(Courtesy of the Fort Carson Mountaineer)

Incentive amount varies by community. Offers valid only on new
contracts only and financed through Beazer Mortgage.

7 Soaring Eagles ~ NOW OPEN!

719.392.8000
2 Story Townhomes from Mid $100's
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G o
Concerts
 The TransSiberian Orchestra presents a concert at 7:30
p.m. Dec. 13 at the World Arena. Call 576-2626 for ticket
information.
 John Tesh presents a concert Dec. 16 at the World Arena.
Call 576-2626 for tickets.
 Andrea Bocelli presents a concert Dec. 9 at Denver’s
Pepsi Center. Call 520-9090 for tickets, which start at $55.
 Brule, an American Indian holiday concert, is scheduled
for 7:30 p.m. Dec. 15 at the Pikes Peak Center. Tickets are
available at 520-SHOW.
 Michael Martin Murphey presents a “Cowboy
Christmas” at 3 p.m. Dec. 17 at the Pikes Peak Center. Call
574-2626 or visit www.ticketswest.com for tickets, which
start at $27.

Flying W Ranch
The Flying W Ranch has dinner and a Western show in
the winter steakhouse, open through mid-May on Fridays
and Saturdays. The menu includes steak for $26 or trout, ribs,
brisket or chicken for $24. There is a reduced price for children under 8. Visit www.flyingw.com or call 598-4000. The
Flying W is at 3330 Chuckwagon Road.

Pueblo Zoo
The Pueblo Zoo has three new lion cubs. Visit the zoo and
try to catch a glimpse of the cubs.
The zoo is in City Park, just off Pueblo Boulevard. Take
Interstate 25 south to Highway 50 west, then go south on
Pueblo Boulevard to City Park.
The zoo is open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is $6 for
adults, $5.25 for military with proper identification and

G e t

O u t

$3.50 for children ages 3-12. Call (719) 561-1452 for more
information.

Productions
 “Hats! A New Musical for the Rest of Your Life,” is at the
new Denver Civic Theatre, 721 Santa Fe Drive. Call (866)
464-2726 for tickets, which start at $37.50.
 “Arms and the Man,” a romantic comedy presented by
the University of Colorado at Colorado Springs
TheatreWorks, is scheduled through Dec. 17. Call 262-3232
or visit www.uccstheatreworks for tickets.
 “1940s Radio Hour” is at the Colorado Springs Fine Arts
Center theater, 30 W. Dale St., through Dec. 10. Performances
are at 8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, and at 2 p.m. Sundays.
For information and tickets, call the box office at 634-5583.
 Butte Opera House in Cripple Creek is staging “A
Christmas Wish” at 7 p.m. Fridays, at 1 and 7 p.m. Saturdays,
and at 1 p.m. Sundays. The cost is $12 for adults and $7 for
children. Call 235-8944 or visit www.butteoperahouse.com
for tickets or more information.

Cheyenne Mountain Zoo
“Electric Safari,” when the zoo lights up for the holidays, is offering half-price admission for soldiers and their
families.
Show identification at the admission gate from 5:30 to
8 p.m. Dec. 8 through Jan. 1, except Christmas Eve.
Santa is in “My Big Backyard” and so are pony rides.
The zoo is behind the Broadmoor Hotel, at 4250 Cheyenne
Mountain Zoo Road.

Howard Short, D.M.D.

CALL
FOR APPOINTMENT!

719-574-7631
5739 Constitution Ave.
(SW corner Constitution and
Powers next to Walgreens)

Seven Falls
Seven Falls Holiday lighting is Dec. 16-30, except
Christmas Eve.
The usual admission fee is waived for visitors, but a $3 donation per person is requested. The donations will be given
to Christmas Unlimited.
During the holidays, Seven Falls is lit with 200,000 lights
and the falls are bathed in multi-colored lights. Gates are open
5 to 9:30 p.m.
Santa will be at Seven Falls from 5:30-8 p.m. all evenings
before Christmas Eve.

Old Colorado City
Celebrate Christmas in Old Colorado City with Santa
Claus. He’ll be in Bancroft Park from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Saturdays and Sundays through Christmas Eve.
Carriage rides are available and there’s entertainment
along Colorado Avenue. More information is available at
www.ShopOldColoradoCity.com.

Holiday concert
The “Holly and Ivy” holiday concert by the Air Force
Academy Band is scheduled for 7 p.m. Dec. 11, 12 and 13 at
the Pikes Peak Center, 190 S. Cascade. Tickets are free but must
be picked up at the box office or World Arena.

European-style market
The Georgetown Christmas Market is a long-standing
tradition. The old mining town, west of Denver, is the setting for a European-style Christmas market Dec. 9-10.
Compiled by Nel Lampe, Fort Carson Mountaineer.

Nice Home - Bid Sale - No Prequal

Gentle Dental Care
Accepting
United Concordia Insurance
for military families!
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Will Be Sold to

Split Level
4 BR, 3 Bth, 2 Car

Highest Bidder
(acceptable to seller)

Stetson Hills, 1700 sqft
5 Piece Master Bath
Walkout Family Room
Air Conditioning
Gas Fireplace
Alarm System
Sprinkler System
Fenced Yard
Great Condition

Sunday Evening
December 10th
bids start at

$139,000
(valued at $220,000)

(719) 572-5689

Open House: Sat & Sun 12-5

A Holiday Thank You To Our Military!
Use Your VA Guarantee Benefits for
Home Loans Up To $ 417,000 !!!!!
A Leader in the mortgage industry since its
inception in 1985, iFreedom Direct funded over
$4.4 billion dollars of loans in 2003 and was
ranked the fifth largest government lender in the
United States by Mortgage Banking Magazine.

Presented by:
DeVry University and Keller Graduate School of
Management. In partnership with Colorado
Springs Chamber of Commerce, Pikes Peak Work
Force Center, and the Colorado Springs Military
Newspaper Group.
To: Active Duty & Army Reserves and their Families
Date: Saturday, December 9, 2006

Zero Down Payment
Fast Approval
Close With a Local Title Co.
Low Interest Rates
We specialize in home
loans to Veterans.

800 493 7334

Time: 1:00pm to 5:00pm
Place: DeVry University and Keller Graduate School of
Management
1175 Kelly Johnson Blvd.
Colorado Springs, CO 80920-3298
719-632-3000
 Come take a photo with Santa!
 The first 1000 children will receive a gift from Santa!
 Holiday refreshments will be served!
 The first 500 families will receive a 2007 calendar!
 Register to win one FREE DeVry University class of your
choice! Three to be given away!
 Games and fun for children of all ages!
 DeVry University and Keller Graduate School of Management
SALUTE YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY!!!

“Mortgages Direct to you.”

A national company built on the foundation
of honesty and integrity.
Visit our website at www.ifreedomdirect.com

DeVry University
1175 Kelly Johnson Blvd.
Colorado Springs, CO 80920-3298
Phone: 719-632-3000
Fax: 719-866-6770
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Pigskin Picks
NFL (cont.)

NFL

8. Eagles at Redskins

1. Falcons at Buccaneers

9. Titans at Texans

2. Ravens at Chiefs

10. Packers at 49ers

3. Colts at Jaguars
4. Vikings at Lions
5. Patriots at Dolphins
6. Giants at Panthers
7. Raiders at Bengals

11. Seahawks at Cardinals
Darnell Cooper

Avril Munz

Retired

21st Services Squadron

1. Buccaneers, 2. Ravens, 3. Colts,
4. Vikings, 5. Dolphins,
6. Panthers, 7. Bengals,
8. Redskins, 9. Titans,
10. 49ers, 11. Seahawks,
12. Jets, 13. Chargers,
14. Cowboys, 15. Bears

12. Bills at Jets

1. Falcons, 2. Ravens, 3. Colts,
4. Lions, 5. Patriots, 6. Giants,
7. Bengals, 8. Eagles, 9. Titans,
10. 49ers, 11. Cardinals,
12. Bills, 13. Broncos,
14. Cowboys, 15. Bears

13. Broncos at Chargers
14. Saints at Cowboys
15. Bears at Cardinals

Pat Pappalardo

Maria Renteria

AFSPC/CSS

Family Member

1. Falcons, 2. Ravens,
3. Colts, 4. Vikings,
5. Dolphins, 6. Giants,
7. Bengals, 8. Redskins,
9. Titans, 10. Packers,
11. Cardinals, 12. Jets,
13. Broncos, 14. Cowboys,
15. Bears

1. Falcons, 2. Ravens,
3. Colts, 4. Lions,
5. Patriots, 6. Giants,
7. Bengals, 8. Eagles,
9. Titans, 10. 49ers,
11. Seahawks, 12. Jets,
13. Broncos, 14. Cowboys,
15. Bears
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Photo by Walt Johnson

T w o M i n u t e
D r i l l
 Here are the next five games for the Air
Force Academy basketball team, which
plays its home game at Clune Arena on the
Academy grounds.

Dec. 9 Colorado College 4 p.m.
Dec. 13 Norfolk St 9 p.m.
Dec. 23 at Northern Colorado 3:05 p.m.
Dec. 28 at George Washington 11 p.m.
Jan. 3 at Colorado State, 8:35 p.m.
 The Over 30 basketball season is under
way with games each afternoon at the base
Sports And Fitness Center. Here is the
schedule for next week’s games.

Air Force wins
Air Force’s Tim Anderson, 12, shoots over the outstretched arm of Wake Forest’s Kyle Visser during the Falcons 94-58 victory Nov. 29th at the World Arena in Colorado
Springs.

Monday, 11 a.m. Air Force Space
Command A1 vs.AFSPC/A2; Noon, J1OC
North vs. 21st Services; 1 p.m., 76 Space
Control Squadron vs. Headquarters Air
Force Space Command.
Tuesday, 11 a.m. Detachment 4, Air
Force Operation and Test Center vs. U.S.
Northcom Navy; Noon, 21st Contracting
Squadron vs. 21st Civil Engineers; 1 p.m.,
HQ AFSPC/IG vs. Team Colorado.
Wednesday, 11 a.m. J1OC North vs. 76
SPCS; Noon, HQ AFSPC vs. AFSPC/A2; 1
p.m., 21 Services vs. AFSPC/A1
Thursday, 11 a.m. 21 CES vs.
Detachment 4, AFOTEC; Noon, HQ
AFSPC/IG vs. U.S. Navy North; 1 p.m., 21st
Contracting vs. Team Colorado.

859 HAPPY CUSTOMERS
Colorado’s Own

Would you like to be #860?

Hometown
Fan Favorite!

Rich Caruso works hard to keep his
customers happy. He saves them
time and money. Give him a call
and judge for yourself.

You’ll like
doing business
with us.

BULBS PLUS, INC.
RECYCLE DEPOT
PHONE (719) 632-2670

2217-B PLATTE AVE.

NOW OPEN!!
10% Militar y Discount
OVER 30 TV’s! Projection TV’s & HDTV’s
NFL, NHL & College Football Packages
Covered Outdoor Patio - with TV’s!

w w w. a n d y m c c a r t h y s . c o m

CO. SPRINGS – 5710 S. CAREFREE CIRCLE 80917 • 719.574.3400
PUEBLO – 2149 JERRY MURPHY RD. 81001 • 719.595.1517
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Air Force over 30 team hoops squad off to fast start
By Walt Johnson
CSMNG

Photo by Walt Johnson

Headquarters Air Force Space Command’s Inspector
General over 30 basketball team improved its record to 20 after defeating the 21st Contracting Squadron, 73-52, last
Thursday at the base sports and Fitness Center.
The Contracting team put up a good fight but just got worn
down by the relentless pressure applied by the IG players.
Mark Craven, IG coach, said his job is simple — let the
players do what they do and augment that by making good
decisions from the sidelines.
The formula has worked this year and seems to be just
right for players who are playing with each other for the
first time in most cases.
”They (the players) do all the work; I just try to be their
second pair of eyes,” Craven said. “We’re not doing too bad
to open the season. This is a pretty new experience for us
because we haven’t had the folks in the past to really field
good teams. My philosophy on coaching is to rotate players
and push the ball as much as we can. We have a lot of speed
on this team and that allows us to push the ball up the court.
We also have a deep roster and that allows me to substitute
and keep people fresh so that we have fresh legs on the floor
at all times.”
Craven said that while his team put up a lot of points
Thursday, he is looking for better defensive play.
“While I think we are playing well defensively overall,
we want to work on our baseline defense a bit more,” he
said. “We are pretty strong defending the outside shot, but
I think we need to work on our baseline defense.”
Craven said the team is achieving the goal it set prior to
the season, and it has nothing to do with its win-loss record.
“We are playing in this league mainly because it is for
the esprit de corps of the unit,” he said. “It’s good for us that
we are able to come out and play together and work as a team.
What we get from being out here playing basketball carries
over to our duty sections and in our off duty time.”

A member of the Air Force Space Command Inspector General team, 12, looks to make a pass during action Nov. 29.

What if… a bank catered to the needs of the
military? You’d call it yours. Your FSB.
At FSB, we work with our service men
and women to meet their needs. For
those deployed overseas we have Internet
banking and Internet bill pay. We also
offer overdraft protection services,
competitive auto loans, educational IRAs,
and several different types of checking
accounts. Your Service. Your Home
Front. Your FSB.

Calhan . 458 Colorado Ave. . 719 347-2727 . Ellicott . 445 N. Ellicott Hwy . 719 683-3999
Falcon . 7025 Meridian Road . 719 495-3650 . Internet Banking: www.yourfsb.com

