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Base Briefs
Gate construction
The left inbound and outbound lanes
at the North Gate will be closed from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. daily to repair the gate.
Construction is scheduled to be complete Dec. 15. For more information,
call 1st Lt. Bryon Gohl at 556-1634.

Shortage creates back-up
A shortage of the “year” window
stickers at the Pass and ID office has created difficulties registering vehicles at
Peterson. The limited number of stickers
are issued on a first-come, first-served
basis; the office is extending a grace period
through February for those who cannot
get a new sticker because of unavailability.
For information, call 556-6406.

The housing office will be closed from
12:30 to 4 p.m. Dec. 20 for an office function. Additionally, the office will be closed
Dec. 22, 25 and 29, and Jan. 1 for the holidays. For information, call 556-4332.

Flu shots

Photo by Senior Airman Ricky Best

Housing office closed

Airman 1st Class Joshua Hurley and Airman 1st Class Ashley-Marie Wilson, both with the 379th Security Forces Squadron, maintain watch in the deserts of Southwest Asia.

The 21st Medical Group is offering
flu mist for all 21st MDG enrollees and
flu shots for those at high risk. The vaccine is available at the Base Auditorium
from 1 to 5 p.m. Dec. 14. For information, call 556-FLUU (3588).

Security forces hold their ground
By Maj. Ann P. Knabe
379th Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs

Holiday party
The 21st Space Wing holiday party is
from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Dec. 21 at the
Officers Club ballroom for all 21st SW
personnel and their spouses. There will
be games, prizes and entertainment.
RSVP by Dec. 14 to group contacts.
More Briefs page 8

Shuttle launch
NORAD, USNORTHCOM provide
mission support to NASA.
Page 3

SOUTHWEST ASIA (AFPN) — They
work 12-hour patrols in 100-plus degree temperatures, sandstorms whipping into their
faces. They drive convoy operations across
the desert. They provide personal security
details for four-star generals. Today’s security forces career barely resembles its own
Air Force specialty code from a decade ago.
“In the last 10 years we’ve gone from a
force that would deploy to conduct installation and flightline patrols to one that’s involved in convoy operations, off-base
patrols and detainee operations at military
prisons,” said Capt. Michael Gallucci of the
379th Expeditionary Security Forces
Squadron. “A decade ago deployments were
rare compared to today’s ops tempo, and I

can remember volunteering for a TDY by
putting my name on a sign-up sheet in the
unit break room.”
The officer in charge of the 379th ESFS
S-4 has seen the change firsthand. He joined
13 years ago as an airman basic, serving as
a security policeman at Minot Air Force
Base, N.D. At that time, overseas deployments were rare.
“We still have the same team unity we
had back then,” Gallucci said, referring to the
tight cohesiveness among airmen in the security forces. “But we’ve grown into an expeditionary combat force supporting global
contingencies.”
The expeditionary security forces airmen
of today deploy for six months at a time,
serving at air bases, Army camps and detention facilities throughout the area of respon-

sibility. The captain is a typical example of
an expeditionary airman. In addition to
stateside locations and bases in Korea, he’s
served in Iraq, Afghanistan and several
countries in the war theater.
While the aggressive six-month deployment schedule of security forces isn’t for
everyone, some young airmen select the
career field for this very reason.
“I consciously chose to go into security
forces,” said Airman 1st Class Thia Schuh,
a 22-year-old who joined the Air Force with
hopes of deploying around the world. After
just two and half years, the security forces
specialist is already serving her second rotation in Southwest Asia.
During her travels, she has provided perSee Combat page 8

Peterson enlisted club closes its doors
By Debbie Evert
Space Guardian
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After serving thousands of airmen,
civilian and military dignitaries, the enlisted club will be closing its doors Dec. 17.
“It’s no longer fiscally sound to operate two
clubs on base,” said Karl Doenges, chief,
business operations. “The decision (to
close) was a combination of streamlining
and efficiency.”
With an annual utility bill as high as
$51,000 and no appropriated funds to support it, the club had to rely on membership
dues to stay in the black.
Although rumors suggested the club
would close several years ago, the final decision was formally approved in September
and took effect Oct. 1. Airmen will still have
a place to go: the club will co-locate with
the officers’ club, following a tradition set by

other Air Force bases. The club will open at
the new location Jan. 2.
“We’re the last club in space command
to co-locate,” Doenges said. “It’s happening
Air Force wide.”
The combined club is unofficially called
“Team Pete Club.”
Since 1975, the enlisted club — first called
the NCO Club — served two purposes. The
first, according to Doenges, was to be the primary source for holding official functions
in support of the wing leadership. The
second was to provide a social atmosphere
for enlisted personnel.
The club is a membership organization.
For $7 a month, an active duty enlisted
member and family could enjoy meals
and special events, as well as discounts at
places like the bowling center and outdoor
recreation.

The most memorable part for Gary
Schaffer, enlisted club manager for 10 years,
was the people.
“The core staff of seven has been with
me the whole time,” he said. “It’s been a
team effort. I love what it takes to make
things happen. It’s become a passion.”
No services will be lost when the two
clubs merge into one facility. Dining will
be open to all active duty members, regardless of rank. The club is also open to retirees
and dependants. Separate lounges will be
created, with the enlisted lounge taking the
place of the current O-Zone space.
The building that has hosted enlisted personnel for 31 years will be used as an annex
for non-revenue functions, such as commander’s calls.
See E-club page 13
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PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE — North
American Aerospace Defense Command and
United States Northern Command provide support to NASA and the shuttle program’s mission
with distinctly different but important missions.
NORAD — the bi-national command responsible for air defense of the North American
air space — is ensuring airspace safety and security for the STS-116 launch and landing, providing irregular air patrols to enforce the FAA’s
Temporary Flight Restriction zones over the
space shuttle and along its flight path. NORAD
support will consist of USAF F-15 fighter planes
and USCG helicopters enforcing the TFR.
The “Notice to Airmen” can be viewed in its
entirety at www.faa.gov, by clicking on the
Florida link at the top of the Web page.
NORAD is also prepared to respond to any
shuttle emergency by securing the airspace over
necessary “Launch Abort Sites” should emergency landing be required.
The safety and security of North American
airspace remains NORAD’s prime mission. The
command retains a robust air defense posture
to maintain air sovereignty over the continental
United States, Alaska and Canada. Since Sept.
11, 2001, NORAD fighters have scrambled or
diverted more than 2,200 times in response to
air events, and NORAD aircraft have flown
more than 44,000 sorties (refueling, AWACS,
etc.) in support of Operation Noble Eagle.
U.S. Northern Command is the lead U.S.
Department of Defense organization responsible for military incident support to the space
shuttle. Support includes astronaut rescue and recovery, and orbiter recovery. USNORTHCOM,
established in 2002 and fully operational Sept. 11,
2003, coordinates U.S. military for the
Department of Defense efforts to assist the space
shuttle astronauts in the event of an emergency.
USNORTHCOM will command and control

The Space Shuttle Discovery lifts
off at 8:47 p.m. eastern standard
time Dec. 9, lighting up the night
sky at NASA’s Kennedy Space
Center in Florida.

Photo courtesy of NASA

DoD forces in the event of an emergency, mainly
through Joint Task Force-116 under the authority of U.S. Navy Capt. Mike Tillotson.
JTF-116 is made up of operations, information command and control specialists, and support personnel who understand, focus and
employ DoD’s unique capabilities. The JTF
works with NASA, DoD installations, the U.S.
military services and other U.S. government
agencies such as the Department of Homeland
Security and the Coast Guard to accomplish the
mission. More than 400 DoD personnel are

ready to support the shuttle mission, with 14
members of JTF-116 in Florida monitoring and
providing command and control of DoD forces.
The mission of USNORTHCOM is homeland
defense and civil support. The command conducts operations to deter, prevent, defeat and
mitigate threats and aggression aimed at the
United States, its territories and interests within
the assigned area of responsibility and, as directed by the president or secretary of defense,
provide military assistance to civil authorities
including consequence management operations.
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By Debbie Evert
Space Guardian

By Steve Brady

handler, and he
said he quickly
grew attached to
him.
“I feel I was
closer to Blek than
any other dog I
worked, because
not only did he
have a good per- Blek, a military working
sonality and work dog, was put to sleep
really well, but he Nov. 17. He was 10
was a fun dog,” years old.
Patrick said.
Military working dogs serve two purposes: as patrol dogs, and either explosives or drug detection. Blek was an
explosives detection dog and had deployed numerous times to Iraq, Saudi
Arabia and Kuwait, as well as stateside to
support presidential visits. The handlers
deploy with the dogs and spend all day
with them, forming a tight bond.
As his disease worsened, Blek’s personality changed as he lost energy, Patrick
said. The disease eventually affected his
balance, hearing and sight, and Patrick,
along with the kennel master, veterinarian and others, recommended Blek
be euthanized.
“He was a great dog and I’m gonna
miss him. His personality was what made
him,” Patrick said. “Any time you work a
dog, there’s a bond there.”
Blek’s remains were cremated, and a
memorial ceremony is planned, but no
date has been set.

21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Photo by Debbie Evert

A program that began 28 years ago is continuing its tradition of giving.
The Giving Tree program began in 1978
with the help of Family Services volunteers,
the personal affairs office and the command
chief. It grew too large for the volunteers to
handle, so the chapel took over the program
in the early 1980s.
Although the program originally started
to meet the needs of Peterson airmen, it has
grown to include those at Cheyenne
Mountain and Schriever AFB.
“Each first sergeant is asked to submit
names to me,” said Brenda Wile, Catholic
pastoral coordinator at the base chapel.
“They play a crucial role in this program
by identifying children in need.”
Part of the responsibility of a first sergeant is to keep in contact with people in his
or her squadron.
“They and front line supervisors know
their personnel,” said Master Sgt. Michael
Joseph, NCOIC, Relocations. “The holidays
are a good, joyous time. ‘Shirts’ don’t want
their people not to be happy during the holidays. The Air Force does a good job of
taking care of their folks.”
Once the chapel receives names, it make
tags with the child’s age, gender and clothing
size. It also codes the tags to protect the
family’s identity. Tags are distributed
throughout Peterson for people to place on
decorated Christmas trees.
Personnel are asked to purchase either
one new clothing item or a toy according
to the specifics on the tag they’ve chosen.
Gifts are taken to the base chapel and volunteers sort them and ensure each child
will receive three gifts.

Peterson mourns loss
of four-legged Airman

April Kemmet, Wing Chaplain executive assistant,
sorts gifts donated for the Giving Tree program.
“Our goal is that everyone’s request will
be filled,” Joseph said.
The Giving Tree is part of the Caring
through Sharing program.
“We are trying to get the organization
listed in the Combined Federal Campaign
brochure,” said Master Sgt. Michael Primo,
president of Caring through Sharing and
first sergeant at 50th Support Squadron at
Schriever. “There are a lot of people who
want to give to CFC but don’t know which
organization to give to. I think people will
choose to contribute to an organization that
helps people in their local community instead of an organization they aren’t familiar
with.”
If first sergeants hear of a need, Wile has
promised to be sure that need is met.
“This program is very special to me, and
I am very passionate about it,” Wile said. “I
will see that no child goes without at
Christmas.”

Team Pete recently lost one of its members to a debilitating brain disease.
Blek, a military working dog, was put
to sleep Nov. 17; the German shepherd
was 10 years old.
“He was such a great dog, he had such
a good personality and disposition,” said
Staff Sgt. Ward Patrick, Blek’s handler
with the 21st Security Forces Squadron.
Patrick had been with Blek for 11
months. “He always wanted to play, despite his medical issues.”
The exact cause of Blek’s illness was
undefined, but the cause of death was
listed as an undiagnosed degenerative
neurological disease. The disease affected
his equilibrium, which disqualified him
from doing patrol work.
“He had a progressive undiagnosed
neurological condition and his condition
had been going downhill for the last
couple months,” said Capt. Amanda
Coenen, officer in charge of the Fort
Carson Veterinary Treatment Facility
who treated Blek. “We felt it was best for
him to end his suffering.”
Tissue samples have been sent for a
pathology report, Coenen said, to determine a direct diagnosis.
“I was pretty upset when we had to put
him down,” Patrick said. “I’m not going
to get another dog before I leave the military — I’ve not had to do that with another dog.”
Blek was Patrick’s fourth dog as a dog

Thisholiday season,see the
Zooin a wholenewlight.
Our meerkats aren’t the only ones
lining up to see Electric Safari.
It’s standing room only at Cheyenne Mountain Zoo’s 16th annual holiday
lights extravaganza. With over 500,000 lights, luminous animated displays,
Santa, reindeer and plenty of winter-loving animals – and new this year, a
25-foot Christmas tree and pony rides for the kids – it’s hard to say which
will light up more: the Zoo or your children’s eyes.
■

Nightly from
Dec. 8 – Jan. 1
(except Christmas Eve)

■

Open 5:30-9:00 p.m.
(last ticket sold
at 8:00 p.m.)

■

$6 adults,
$3.50 kids under 12

719-633-9925

Free for kids 2 and under

www.cmzoo.org

ZOO MEMBERS RECEIVE ONE FREE VISIT WHEN PRESENTING A MEMBERSHIP CARD.
PRESENTED BY:
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Team Pete Snow Call procedures - safety paramount
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Driving conditions in Colorado can
change drastically in a short time during
the winter months. Those changes can bring
safety concerns for drivers.
Peterson Air Force Base has several procedures in place to minimize the risk during
inclement weather.
“The recommended thing to do if there is
a weather concern is to call the Peterson Snow
Information Line, or more commonly called
Snow Call Line,” said Maj. Colby Hoefar, 21st
Civil Engineer Squadron chief of operations.
“The system is in place to reduce the risk of
driving in inclement weather.”
Snow Call is a recorded phone message
with updated information about weather
procedures and includes any delays or base
closure information.
The phone number should be posted in
all workplaces. Supervisors should also
ensure all of their people are familiar with
the Snow Call Line number and calling procedures.
This procedure informs Team Pete members when it is safe to be on the road, said
Hoefar. During diminished weather condi-
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indicated in the delay or closure,” said Col.
Jay G. Santee, 21st Space Wing commander.
“This means that even if people don’t have
to go to work, they don’t use the time to go
to the gym, commissary or other such activities. The reason for the delay or closure is
to give the road crews time to clean up the
roads, not for personnel to complete errands
or work out.”
In addition to the Snow Call Line, delays
and closures are advertised on local television and radio stations. The use of a recall
roster is also a way of informing people.
Even if there is no delay, personnel should

tions, the fewer people on the road the
better. This will help snow removal personnel in clearing the roads and make for
a safer journey.
“More than likely, if there is a change in
reporting due to weather, that weather is
accompanied by diminished road conditions,” said Lt. Col. Liz Roper, 21st Space
Wing safety office chief. “Situations like
these tend to force an overload of vehicles
at the gates. That’s one reason why it’s important everyone understands what to do
when the base has delayed reporting, early
release or a base closure.”
People who work here fall into two categories during inclement weather. They are
either essential personnel or non-essential
personnel.
Essential personnel are the minimum
number of people required to keep critical
activities functioning until additional
people can arrive safely. Non-essential personnel are people whose presence can be
delayed for short periods of time without
affecting the mission.
“During delays and closures, it’s critical
people do not come on base any earlier than

<HDUV0LOLWDU\+RXVLQJ
)DFLOLW\&OHDQLQJ
:H&OHDQ7KRVH&RUQHUV
DQG(GJHV
,03$&&DUG$FFHSWHG
9HW:RPDQ2ZQHG
2II2ULHQWDO
$UHD5XJV%URXJKW7R
8V)RU&OHDQLQJ

Team Pete Snow Call procedures
Base recall procedures should be used to inform people of a delay or base closing.
Tune into local radio stations to find out if there are any reporting delays for local installations.
 Call the Snow Call line at 556-SNOW (7669) for updated information about delays or closures. Information
will be updated no later than 5 a.m.
 During a delay, non-essential personnel will report to work two hours after the normal 7:30 a.m. reporting
time — no later.
 If the base is closed, only essential personnel should come to work. All other personnel should stay off base.
 During phased early release, personnel should depart in 30 minute intervals, according to their ZIP code.
 At any time during inclement weather, use common sense in reporting. Even if there is no delay, do
not take chances. Safety is paramount.



Change lives, touch
the future…..TEACH!
Have you thought about becoming a teacher?
Do you serve or have you served in the military?
(Active Duty, Guard, Reserves, Retired, Transitioning)
Are you a spouse of a military member?
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For More Information
Please Contact:
Bob Leonard
Colorado Troops To Teachers
719-262-4107 or
colottt@uccs.edu
www.mwttt.com
www.proudtoserveagain.com



use common sense before reporting in.
“If the roads turn icy or bad weather suddenly hits without warning, remember,
safety always comes first,” Santee said.
Early release is another procedure used in
poor weather conditions. This procedure
allows people to depart from work earlier
than normal. This is usually done in conjunction with ZIP codes to reduce traffic
during bad weather.
The Snow Call Line recordings are updated during inclement weather by 5 a.m.
The Snow Call Line number is 556-SNOW
(7669), or go to www.peterson.af.mil.

Church of Christ
1402 W. Pikes Peak Ave
A block north of Colorado Ave at
14th and Pikes Peak Ave, west of downtown

•A Cappella Music
•Sound, Conservative Bible Teaching

Sunday

Bible Classes
Worship

Wednesday
Bible Classes

9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.

www.pikespeakchurchofchrist.org

General Dentistry For
Children And Young Adults
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Classifieds
Three free lines for active-duty,
retired military, and their
dependents as well as civil
service employees.
Place your ad online at
www.csmng.com or call
(719) 329-5236.
719 329.5236
classified@csmng.com
31 E. Platte, Top Floor
Monday through Friday, 8:30-5

Reach over 70,000 readers!
Rates vary, call for details. Prepayment is required. 3 line minimum. Please check your ad the first week of publication and call by
noon the following Tuesday with chanegs or corrections. This paper is not liable for errors after the first publication of an ad. Colorado
Publishing Company is not liable for the content of advertisements. All real estate advertising is subject to the Federal Fair Housing
Act of 1968. We do not endorse any product or service and we reserve the right to refuse any advertising we deem inappropriate.

Deadline: Noon Tuesday!

Same Day Emergency
Visits Available
Walk-Ins Welcome

3 Lines FREE for active-duty, retired military, and their dependents as well as civil service employees.
3 Ways to place your ad! Online at www.csmng.com Call (719) 329-5236 or fax this form to (719) 329-5237
Name____________________________________ Address _________________________________________

Category: __________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________ Zip ____________________________________________
Grade ____________________ Unit ____________ Signature ________________________________________
My signature certifies that this advertisement is for the purpose of selling my personal property as a convenience to me or my dependents. It is not part
of a business enterprise, nor does it benefit anyone involved in a business enterprise. Any real estate advertised is made available without regard to
race, color, religious origin or sex of any individual.

Black Directory! Get a FREE
ad-listing today. We market black
business! Call 632-7811 or mail
c.barnhill@worldnet.att.net

Discover the Star

zzstar.com

FREE ON-LINE

CLASSIFIEDS

Visit zzstar.com and enter the Prize Vault
for a chance to win $500 Holiday CASH!
zzstar.com is giving away $500 a week in December!

GRAND OPENING

Thai Massage
Massage For Your Health
• Traditional Thai Massage • Neck & Back Pain Relief
• Sports Injuries • Relaxation

Bring in your
active military ID
& this coupon for
an extra 5% oﬀ!

Window Tinting from $99
Gift Certificates Available
for Christmas!
2 windows for $70.
Additional 5% off with Military ID.
www.performanceautotint.com
Performance Auto Tint 638-7739

www.elevationauto.com

Training Classes

Call 538-6015 or visit our website at
www.actcolorado.com for details

DIVORCE
BANKRUPTCY

FITNESS/HEALTH
Lose weight fast, safe and easy.
Send $5 plus a 9x12 Self addressed,
$1.75 stamped manilla envelope to:
J. Wesley, PO Box 1839
Colorado Springs, CO 80901-1839

719-683-8313

• Brand New Facility
• State Of The Art Equipment
• Digital Technology
• Child Friendly Environment

• We Have Happy Air
(Nitrous - Oxide)
• Se Habla Español
• Translator Available

• Accepting United Concordia and most other insurances

CHILDCARE
24/7 CHILDCARE IN MY Loving
home. Great rates/terrific setting on Ft.
Carson. Call or come visit your worries
are over. Call 388-3618

Please visit this free website
puffc.4t.com.
It’s for parents free childcare.

LICENSED CHILDCARE
24yrs childcare exp. w/military fam in
my home. Also care for children of deployed parents. On North end. 200-9121

Military
Appreciation
Days
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2436 South Academy Blvd. Col Sprgs

WWW.YOU G OT PAIN . COM
3919 Palmer Park Blvd. (Palmer Park @ Academy)

(719)471-9951

6LPSVRQ,QQRYDWLRQV//&
%XPERIENCED COMPASSIONATE CARE TO EASE YOUR SURGICAL
EXPERIENCE "ACKED BY  YEARS SURGICAL AND MEDICAL
EXPERIENCE TO CARE FOR YOU AND YOUR LOVED ONES

N

719-391-2336

EXP. NANNY looking for temp work.
Available immed.-Jan. Exp. with all
ages. Great Rates! Exc. Refs. Also
available Nights/Weekends/Occasional
Overnights. Call 325-6589

LIC. HOME Daycare. FT/PT openings.
Ext. & overnight care avail. Loc. in
Fountain. Reasonable Rates. 382-9403

!!!!GOT AN
ACCOUNTING MESS?
I Specialize In Clean Up, Setting Up
& Continued Maintenance For A
Clean & Accurate Financial Picture.
• Certified Quickbooks Pro
• Very Fast & Proficient
• Reasonable Rates

522-1291 •890 D Dublin Blvd

Custom Training For All Versions Of

LOW COST
$50-$350
Fast & Easy! Same Day Svs. Avail.
21 yrs. exp. Payment Plans.
PARK PARALEGAL 608 S. Nevada.
632-1985
parkparalegal.com

Car Stereo Gifts
Remote Starts - Alarms
50% bonus gift certificate
Ex: Buy $100 get $50 Free!
Buy $200, get $100 Free! Hurry!
Bonus gift certificates end 12/15/06!
Good for anything in store, redeem the
day after Christmas. Only at
Performance Auto Sound.
www.performanceautosoundweb.com
(719) 636-2676

BUSINESS SERVICES

10% MILITARY DISCOUNT

Versions 2007, 2006, 2005
Mastering
Dec. 11
Mastering
Jan. 30

CAR AUDIO

AUTO WINDOW TINT

Honda, Acura, Toyota and Subaru specialists!

Get more out of

Online Appointment Solutions
Easy for clients!
Convenient for you!
U.S. Sales Support 877-441-8324

ELECTRICAL
Quality Electrical Work
All Work Guaranteed
Licensed/Insured/Experienced
VISA/MC OK!
219-0960 www.sccelectrical.com

I-25

Mesa

17th St.

Mountain Mamas

N

N

ZZZXVPKDIRUJ

DIVORCE

ARE YOU looking for dependable day
care w/flex hours & reasonable rates?
Ages 2+. Nights Welcomed! Southeast
Colo. Spgs. Call Jane at 391-8882

Uintah (Exit 143)
Car Wash

3OHDVHFRQWDFWXVWRGD\IRUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQ

MILITARY DISCOUNT
Open 7 Days A Week

572-6828 • 1635 W. Uintah • Suite A
Uintah Station Shops

Accredited Daycare Provider has openings for all ages, nights avail. Located at
Union & Dublin, lots of TLC, meals
available. Call Mary at 599-4393

•
•
•
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$

• Sciatica
Tuesdays & Thursdays Until Nov. 30

with Valid Military ID
(Reg $59) Not valid with any
other oﬀer or specials!

(719) 260-7360

We Sell!

Cars in 10 Days!
Electronic Equipment!
Computers!
Located at 7180 North Academy Road
North of Woodmen

Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

Academy
Blvd

Dec. 29th issue deadlines
Thursday, Dec. 21st at 12:00pm

Gateway
x Center

EARLY DEADLINES
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SECAF/CSAF letter to airman stresses holiday safety
The holiday season gives many of us the
well-deserved opportunity to relax and celebrate with friends and family. But for some
the holidays can be stressful, especially
when heightened by separation from loved
ones. This time of year includes unique opportunities for activities and emotions that
we should be both grateful for and wary of.
We’re asking you once again to keep a close
eye on your wingmen, your friends, loved
ones and fellow airmen this holiday season,
thus continuing to play an important role in
preserving the Air Force’s most precious resource — you.
Although we already put a lot of emphasis
on safety, we can all do more to look out for
our wingmen. Eight of our precious airmen
have committed suicide this fiscal year. Many
of these heartbreaking tragedies could have
been avoided if wingmen had intervened.
In FY2006 we lost 45 airmen to private
motor vehicle mishaps and countless others
were injured. Most of these could have been

avoided with proper risk management decisions. During this season, in particular,
many off-duty activities carry significant inherent risk that can
easily be compounded
by exceeding individual
capabilities, drinking
alcohol, failing to
follow proper procedures or wear the
proper gear, and
failing to plan for
winter travel.
It takes leadership
— both from individuals and the chain of
command — to prevent
needless losses. Leaders at all
levels must focus attention on sound
individual decision making, a disciplined
approach to risk management, and the
importance of educating, motivating and
activating. Educating means building

Friends Day Spa
GIFT CERTIFICATES
Great last-Minute Gifts
or
Stocking Stuffers

PACKAGES STARTING AT $49

7+(2873267,1&
4)*11*/(1"$,*/($&/5&3

2)UJ)HV
S
LQJ&KD

6KLS

3DFNLQJ
6XSSOLHV

XJUIBE

17 N. Iowa • 477-0141
Comfortable • Affordable
• Massages • Facials • Body Wraps
• Hair • Manicures • Pedicures

the knowledge, skills and character to
behave safely and decrease risk exposure.
Motivating means giving fellow
airmen the incentive to
make the right decisions.
Activating means providing the tools to act
safely and ensuring
each airman understands the importance of making the
right choice.
Ultimately, we can
all make a difference,
both for the friends and
families of our airmen,
and for the nation as a
whole. Each life we save and
each mishap we prevent translates directly into preserving combat capability for
our nation. We are at war and need every
airman combat-ready and in the fight.
We are grateful for the friends and family
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866-706-2802
coloradotech.edu

who understand and support your sacrifices, and wish them warmth and comfort
this season under the blanket of security
you provide.
And we’re grateful for airmen who
demonstrate that the defense of freedom
is an unyielding endeavor and live by ideals
that never take a holiday.
Today, nearly 700,000 total force airmen
are answering the call to serve as part of
the Joint Team, defending our nation here
at home or deployed a world away.
Wherever your service takes you this holiday season, be safe, proud and certain that
all Americans value and appreciate you.
We remain amazed by what you do
every day for our great nation. You have our
heartfelt thanks.
Michael W. Wynne
Secretary of the Air Force
Gen. T. Michael Moseley
United States Air Force Chief of Staff
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Peterson’s flight training center offers discounts
By Debbie Evert
Space Guardian

Photo by Debbie Evert

Looking for a gift for someone who seems
to have everything?
Peterson’s flight training center, formerly
called the Aero Club, is offering discounts
to fly the Cessna 172M and N1450U until
Dec. 20.
The center is also giving cross-country
trips. The flight rates are far lower than
those of commercial airlines. For example,
if someone wants to fly to Wichita, Kan., air
capital of the world (70 percent of U.S. general aviation aircraft are produced in
Wichita), a commercial airline could cost
about $1,000. However, one person could
fly from the training center for about $400.
“A lot of people don’t know we’re here,” said
manager Saundra Stienmier. “We’re the only
141 school approved by the Federal Aviation
Administration. Airmen cannot only receive flight training, but get credit toward an
associate or bachelor’s degree through our
affiliation with Utah Valley State College.”
A pilot since she was 16, Stienmier has a
true love of flying. Although she stopped
flying for years after she developed rheumatic fever, she returned to the control
panels after getting married.
“We’re here for anyone who wants to fly,”
she said. “We want to have fun, as well as provide training.”
Stienmier offers discounts each month to
encourage people to get in the air. Most of
the special offers are tied to aviation history. Even if the specific day doesn’t provide a discount, those who pick up a
monthly calendar can learn what happened

Saundra Stienmier stands in front of a T 41-B, similar to the aircraft she flew on the last transcontinental air race in 1977, from Palm Springs, Calif., to Tampa, Fla.
— or make history of their own.
A few dates: Dec. 10 marked the day in
1947 when Jacqueline Cochran set the 100
kilometer speed record of 469.549 mph in
a P-51 Mustang, and Dec. 17 is the 103-year
anniversary of the first flight at Kitty Hawk.
Stienmier has lived through aviation history of her own. In 1977, she flew a T 41-B
in the last transcontinental race from Palm
Springs, Calif., to Tampa, Fla. The race
started exclusively for women in 1928.
The center also offers fly-ins and special
competitions. One of the favorites is the
poker flight. A pilot flies to five destinations and picks up a playing card at each
station. Each pilot in the competition meets
at a final airport to compare cards.
Whoever has the best poker hand wins the
game.
The center has 15 instructors on staff,

ranging from civilian pilots to former military. One of those is retired Lt. Col. Bob
Jerman.
He is the chief flight instructor and has
logged 12,500 flying hours.
“It’s a demanding profession,” he said. “It’s
a lot of responsibility to take people who’ve
never flown before and turn them into competent pilots.”
Jerman retired from Peterson in 1980,
and was a pilot while on active duty. He and
his family had purchased a house and decided to stay in the area. Jerman puttered
around for several years and returned to
active flying in 1989, becoming the chief
instructor in 1990.
Although civilian flight schools are available, there are advantages to getting training
at Peterson.
The center is guarded by three sets of reg-

ulations: FAA, Air Force and Veteran’s
Administration.
“It’s more like military training,” Jerman
said. “You become a better pilot. There’s less
discipline with other training centers.”
Some of the students are training to
become Air Force evaluators at Doss
Aviation, Inc., a military aviation contractor,
at their facility in Pueblo. The company has
a 10-and-a-half year contract to screen as
many as 1,700 second lieutenant pilot candidates annually for acceptance into upgrade pilot training at one of several UPT Air
Force bases throughout the country.
For more information, call the club at
556-4310 or stop by the office in Hangar
133. The office is open Wednesday through
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and closed
Sunday through Tuesday. It will be closed for
the holidays Dec. 20-31.

WEBSTER UNIVERSITY SERVES THE MILITARY

YOU’LL DEVELOP YOUR COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE
WITH WEBSTER’S M.B.A.

667-3880

An M.B.A. from Webster University gives you the knowledge to do

392-4231
• 5 excellent dentists to choose from
• The dental center for ALL your dental needs from
children to grandparents and everyone in between
• Accepts retired & active duty dental insurance
• Conveniently located to Ft. Carson, Schriever AFB
and Peterson AFB
• Across the street from Fountain Safeway

6980 Mesa Ridge Parkway • Fountain, CO 80817
www.mesaridgedental.com

the job. Webster has a faculty that practices what it teaches, class
hours that work around your schedule, and small classes with a lot
of one-on-one attention. Contact us today.

Webster University-Peterson AFB
719-574-7562 • Fax: 719-574-2333
E-mail: coloradosprings@webster.edu
www.webster.edu/co
Classes Begin January 8
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Combat: Deployed living
From page 1
sonal security detail to some of the most
powerful military leaders in the world, including Army Gen. John Abizaid, the commander of U.S. Central Command. She has
also worked security for convoys in
Southwest Asia, protecting people and supplies moving across the desert.
“Airman Schuh’s experience is typical,”
said Senior Master Sgt. Juan Thomas, 379th
ESFS operations superintendent. “Today’s
security forces airmen can expect to fight
the war on terrorism directly in the combat
zone. They prepare a month before deployment at a regional training center, mastering
convoy security procedures, base defense
strategies and urban terrain tactics.”
Indeed, the career field has rapidly evolved
to the combat expeditionary force of “quiet
professionals” since Operation Desert Storm.
The 379th ESFS commander, Lt. Col.
Richard Neal, said that as a second lieutenant his flight only deployed for training
exercises. Today, he commands a squadron
of several hundred security forces deployed
to Southwest Asia. The security forces defense posture has changed significantly, Neal
said.
“In the last 10 years we’ve taken steps to increase the lethality of our airmen,” he said.
“We embrace the principle of aggressive defense, and have increased our offensive skill
sets to ensure we can defend the resources
and airmen under our protection.”
The 379th ESFS airmen he commands in
Southwest Asia possess capabilities unheard of
in security forces 20 years ago. While most
have experience shooting weapons like M16s, 9 mm and M-4s, some possess specialized
skills such as close-precision engagement, a

type of counter-sniper defense.
Senior Airman Dominic Buzzelli, 379th
ESFS, is serving his third deployment in the
war zone. He joined the Air Force in January
2003, two months before Operation Iraqi
Freedom kicked off.
The 23-year-old thinks he joined in the
middle of the security forces transformation.
“It’s an exciting time to be in the field,” said
Buzzelli, who helps secure the flightline, base
gates and munitions area. “It takes a special
kind of person to be in security forces. We
need to be mentally agile, flexible and postured to deploy on a moment’s notice.”
With a “six months on, six months off ” deployment schedule typical of security forces,
Buzzelli hopes his next deployment takes
him to Afghanistan.
Schuh, in contrast, hopes her next deployment is serving on a fly away security team,
or FAST. Each rotation, the 379th ESFS
hand-picks a group of airmen to serve on
these elite security teams.
The FAST provides security to aircrew
while protecting aircraft and cargo. The team
members typically fly on C-130 Hercules
headed to hot spots around the AOR.
Master Sgt. Anthony Mullins, 379th
NCOIC of special security, said FAST missions last anywhere from one day to two
weeks, and the airmen are responsible for
flight deck denial, ground security, anti-hijacking measures and detainee operations.
The link between security forces and airpower has never been more defined.
“We’re essential to the ability to project
airpower all over the world,” Neal said. “Be
it defending a base, protecting convoys, running prisons or providing point defense at
austere air fields, security forces provide the
Air Force one of the best and most versatile
defense forces on earth.”

B a s e

B r i e f s

Officers Club brunch
The Officers’ Club will be open for a
Membership Christmas Brunch from 10
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Dec. 17.
Entrees include baron of beef, roast pork,
Cajun catfish, peel-and-eat shrimp and
roasted chicken. Also on the menu are
breakfast favorites, a dessert station, fresh
fruit and champagne or eggnog.
The cost is $17.95, but club card members receive a $2 discount. For more information, call 574-4100.

New Year’s Eve celebration
Eat, drink and be merry at the New
Year’s Eve celebration at the Officers’ Club
on Dec. 31. Bid farewell to the old year and
welcome in the new in style.
The festivities begin with a dinner at 7:30
p.m. followed by live dance music by
Carlos Crull, and a champagne toast at
midnight. A special good luck breakfast
will be offered at 12:15 a.m. The cost is $43
per person. For information, call 574-4100.

SnoFest
SnoFest, the 17th annual military snow
sports weekend, is Jan. 26-28 at Keystone
Resort. There will be free competitive ski
and snowboard racing, discounts on
lodging, lift tickets and equipment, a cardboard derby, ice skating and more.
For reservations call (800) 354-4386 and
mention participant code GV7SNOW. For
more information call 556-1760.

Fitness Center hours
The Fitness and Sports Center will be
closed Christmas Day. It will reopen the
following day for its normal operating

hours, 4:30 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. The Fitness
Center will be open New Year’s Eve and
New Year’s Day from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Here are the holiday hours for all 21st
Services facilities. Operating hours are
subject to change, so call ahead.
 Aero Club, 556-4310
Office closed Dec. 21-26, Dec. 30, 31
and Jan. 1.
 Aragon Dining Facility, 556-4723
Open holidays, serving brunch 6:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. and supper from 4:30 to
6 p.m.
 Auto Hobby Center, 556-4481
Closed Dec. 24-25, and Dec. 31 and
Jan. 1
 Bowling Center, 556-4607
Closed Dec. 25. Open all other holidays from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
 Child Development Center – Main,
554-9572; Annex, 556-7460
Closed Dec. 25 and Jan. 1.
 Community Activities Center, 5561733
Closed Dec. 25 and Jan. 1.
 Enlisted Club, 556-4194
Closes permanently Dec. 17, except for
scheduled parties.
 Family Child Care, 556-4322
Closed Dec. 25 and Jan. 1.
 Fitness and Sports Center, 556-4462
Closed Dec. 25; open Dec. 31 and Jan.
1 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 Library, 556-7462
Closed Dec. 25 and Jan. 1.
 Lodging, 556-7851
Open 24 hours a day, every day.
 Officers’ Club, 556-4181.
Closed Dec. 23-26 and Jan. 1-2. Open
for lunch only Dec. 27-30.
 Outdoor Recreation, 556-4867
Closed Dec. 25 and Jan. 1.

Gentle Dental Care
Howard Short, D.M.D.
Accepting
United Concordia Insurance
for military families!

CALL
FOR APPOINTMENT!

719-574-7631
5739 Constitution Ave.
(SW corner Constitution and
Powers next to Walgreens)

This holiday,
keep the surprises under the tree.
Worry-free holiday loans from Pioneer Services
Get a holiday loan from people you trust at Pioneer Services — whether it’s for travel or for gifts to surprise the
ones you love. Everything in your loan will be spelled out in plain English. You’ll know exactly what your loan will
cost, and how long it will take to pay it off. And we’ll help you get a loan with the best rate you can qualify for, with
our 15-Day, No-Risk Military Loan Guarantee. If you ﬁnd a better rate, you can cancel your loan at no charge. And
by borrowing smart, you can keep big bills from surprising you in January. So have a worry-free holiday on us.

3273 S Academy Blvd | Colorado Springs, CO | 719.391.1111
Holiday Hours: M-F 0900-1900 S 1000-1600
or apply online at PioneerMilitaryLending.com
© 2006 Pioneer Licensing Services, Inc. Pioneer Services is a brand name and registered service mark of Pioneer
Licensing Services, Inc., where its use is duly licensed to afﬁliates and partners of Pioneer Licensing Services, Inc. All
applications subject to the credit policies of our lending partner. No ofﬁcial US military endorsement is implied.

CALL
TODAY!

Do you think you
can’t buy a home?
• 100% Purchase

1
Your # r
de
VA Len

• Refinance Now
• Consolidate Debt
• Bad Credit? No Problem
• Fix Your ARM

Calculate your savings and apply NOW at:
www.cheyennemm.com
Visit us at the entrance to Peterson AFB!
(next to Dairy Queen)

574-4142 • 800-530-2599
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H a p p e n i n g s

Dinosaurs are still around after all these years
By Nel Lampe
CSMNG

Photo by Nel Lampe

Florissant has its fossils and early pioneer
homestead, but Woodland Park has palm
trees and dinosaurs.
One of the newest dinosaur museums,
Rocky Mountain Dinosaur Resouce Center,
is in the small “community above the
clouds” about 20 miles west of Colorado
Springs on Highway 24.
The facility opened in 2004 and is about
20,000 square feet.
Although a large number of the dinosaur
finds in museums throughout the world
were discovered near Cañon City, about 40
miles away, none of the specimens in the
Woodland Park facility are from Colorado.
Most of the dinosaur specimens in the
RMDRC are from dig sites in South Dakota.
The reptile and fish specimens came from
Kansas sites.
Mike Triebold, of Triebold Paleontology,
has been collecting fossils for many years
and has dig sites in several states. He and
his wife J.J. founded the Colorado facility;
there is a similar facility in North Dakota.
The company provides services such as
paleontological exploration, restoration,
mounting and replica casting, and its work
is in several museums.
Along with its 30 displayed specimens,
the Rocky Mountain Dinosaur Resource
Center provides education, entertainment
and research.
Probably the best thing about the
Dinosaur Resource Center is its proximity.
With just a 30-minute drive, families can
see dinosaurs, learn about them, watch a

The Triceratops dinosaur is one of several specimens in the Dinosaur Discovery Center.
video, have a tour and pick out their favorite
dinosaur. There are also creatures from the
sea to be seen.
Children especially seem to like dinosaurs, and the RMDRC encourages that
with Woody’s Hands-On Adventure where
children participate in interactive exhibits
and even participate in a “dinosaur dig.” The
RMDRC hosts school groups, Boy Scout
and Girl Scout troops and offers a “Paleo
Patch” program. The program offers a onehour tour for groups and a one-hour fossil

'%)&%&-$

workshop program, in which the scouts
earn a Paleo Patch.
And perhaps the ultimate experience for
a child is to have a birthday party, surrounded by dinosaurs. To inquire about
birthday parties, call 686-1820, ext. 112.
The Rocky Mountain Dinosaur Resource
Center has three exhibit halls. The main hall
is the Dinosaur Hall, and contains several
dinosaur displays. There are also several
winged reptile specimens hanging from the
ceiling. A second, smaller room contains an

Albertasaurus specimen in a fighting stance
with an Edmondasaurous.
The third exhibit hall is the Prehistoric
Ocean. Exhibits in this room are fish or reptiles that were found in Kansas. It may be
hard to believe, but 83 million years ago
much of Kansas was covered by a large sea.
Several fossils, such as squid, giant clams,
fish, reptiles, turtles and oyster shells have
been discovered in digs in Kansas and are
displayed in the ocean room.
Special exhibits in the Woodland Park facility include the world’s only known partial
Pachycephalosaurus. Don’t miss the world’s
largest Mosasaur in the ocean room.
Educational exhibits depict what the earth
might have been like millions of years ago,
which dinosaurs were in Colorado and
showcase some castings of dinosaur tracks.
Take a look at the fossilized dinosaur eggs.
Learn about the “bone wars,” when competing paleontologists descended upon
Cañon City’s Garden Area to dig up and
remove dozens of specimens found there.
A favorite of visitors, a TyrannosaurusRex, is on exhibit in the Dinosaur Resource
Center. This specimen is the fifth largest
specimen ever found.
Dinosaur specimens seen in the Dinosaur
Resource Center are on loan from TPI, cast
from authentic specimens, reinforced with
steel and assembled. This is typical for
public displays because real, fossilized bones
are quite heavy, fragile and require support
or scaffolding.
Visitors can watch workers in the laboratory, as they clean and prepare specimens.
See Dinosaur page 12
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Dinosaur: First-class tour
From page 10

Photo by Nel Lampe

Laboratory staff members are working on
“Bert,” a Thescelosaurus, a small herbivore
and Pete, a Daspletosaurus — an ancestor
of the T-Rex species.
Visitors may tour the facility on their
own or inquire about guided tour groups.
There are several guided tours during the
day, depending upon employee availability.
Because tour times may change daily, call
ahead, 686-1820, to sign up for a tour.
Private group tours for 10 or more can
be arranged at a special group rate.
A new group tour for adults is “Science
for Life,” which allows members to hold
fossils and watch casting and molding
demonstrations.
In addition to the first-class exhibits at
the Rocky Mountain Dinosaur Resource
Center, Prehistoric Paradise is an intriguing, first-class gift shop with all
things dinosaur. Everyone who knows a dinosaur aficionado should do their holiday shopping in Woodland Park. Items
range from clothing and jewelry to puzzles, books and chess sets. There are dinosaur-shaped back packs, T-shirts, caps
and hats. Want a real fossil? Find it here
— as a bug, leaf, or several fossils incorporated into a sink.

Souvenir photos are available — have a
picture made with a dinosaur — $10. A
special holiday background will be available.
Hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mondays
through Saturdays; Sunday hours are 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. The center is closed
Christmas and New Year’s Day.
Regular admission to the Dinosaur
Resource Center is $9.50 for adults and
$6.50 for children ages 5 to 12. Children
under 5 are admitted free. Show an active
duty military identification and receive $1
discount.
Memberships also are available.
Various private activities can be
arranged at the Rocky Mountain Dinosaur
Resource Center, such as group sleepovers,
and corporate or unit parties.
The Resource Center also has special activities and exhibits throughout the year, including guest speakers.
To reach the center, take Interstate 25 to
the Cimarron Exit or Highway 115 to
Cimarron Street, then Highway 24 west to
the town of Woodland Park, about 20
miles.
The center is at 201 S. Fairview St., on the
south side of Highway 24, just after the
second traffic light. Watch for the palm
trees.
Courtesy of the Fort Carson Mountaineer.

The Albertasaurus specimen is displayed in a fighting stance with an Edmondasaurus in the Rocky Mountain Dinosaur
Resource Center in Woodland Park.
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Christmas trains
Pikes Peak Cog Railway has a special Christmas train which
includes Santa, hot chocolate and cookies, Dec. 16 and 23. Call
685-5401 for reservations. Tickets are $15.
Santa will be on all Royal Gorge Route 12:30 p.m. trains
Dec. 16-24. Children 3-12 ride for half price in coach on all
December trains. Regular coach fare is $29.95 for adults
and $19.50 for ages 3-12. Call (888) 724-5748 for reservations. The Royal Gorge Route leaves from the train station
in Cañon City.

Celebrate Christmas in Old Colorado City with Santa
Claus. He’ll be in Bancroft Park from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Saturdays and Sundays through Christmas Eve.
Carriage rides are available and there’s entertainment
along Colorado Avenue. More information is available at
www.ShopOldColoradoCity.com.

Christmas lights at local zoos
“Electric Safari” is at Cheyenne Mountain Zoo and is
half-price admission for airmen and their families. Show
identification at the admission gate from 5:30 to 8 p.m. Dec.
15 through Jan. 1, except Christmas Eve. Santa is in “My Big
Backyard” and so are pony rides. The zoo is behind the
Broadmoor Hotel, at 4250 Cheyenne Mountain Zoo Road.

The Pueblo Zoo Has “Electricritters” during the holiday
season. See the zoo lighted in holiday splendor Dec.15-23
and 26-30. Admission is $5 for adults and $3 for children.
Pueblo Zoo is in the Pueblo City Park. Take Interstate 25 south
to the Highway 50 west exit. Follow signs for Pueblo State
Park, going south on Pueblo Boulevard; call (719) 561-1452.
Denver’s Zoo celebrates “Zoo Lights” through Dec. 31, 5
to 9 p.m. Admission is $7 for adults, children ages 3-11 are
$4. There’s entertainment and lots of lights. Denver Zoo is
in Denver’s City Park, at Colorado and Steele.

Seven Falls Holiday lighting is Dec. 16-30, except for
Christmas Eve. The usual admission fee is waived for visitors, but a $3 donation to the charity, Christmas Unlimited,
is requested. During the holiday season Seven Falls is lit
with 200,000 lights and the Seven Falls are bathed in multicolored lights. Gates are open 5 to 9:30 p.m. Santa will be
at Seven Falls from 5:30 to 8 p.m until Christmas Eve.
Santa’s Workshop at the North Pole is open through
Christmas Eve, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Soldiers and families get
in for $10 each person. The workshop is off Pikes Peak
Highway, near the town of Cascade on Highway 24 west.
“Amahl and the Night Visitors,” is presented by the
Colorado Springs Conservatory Dec. 19 at 7 p.m., free. For
information call 520-7469.
Compiled by Nel Lampe, Fort Carson Mountaineer.

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!

Come Worship with Us!
WORSHIP
SERVICES:

No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!
• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.

8:00 am Sunday
Full Breakfast on Sunday
after 8:00 am service
referral is
No Primary Care
call for
ply
Sim
ry.
necessa
an appointment.

11:00 am Sunday
Senior Pastor
Reverend James H. McMearn

E-club: Merger

O u t

Other Christmas activities

Old Colorado City

7:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Wednesday

New Jerusalem
Baptist Church
5485 Alegre Dr. • Fountain, CO • 390-5012
(near Ft. Carson at rear Gate #20)
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From page 1
Officer club employees are preparing for the change.
“Some of the enlisted club employees are feeling a little
displaced,” said Joy McDonald, caterer at the officers’
club. “We have to listen to what they’re expecting.”
McDonald was there when the doors of the officers’
club were opened. With a short stint at the U.S. Air
Force Academy, she has served as caterer from day one.
“Although there will be some transitioning, it will
provide a re-blending of the Air Force community,”
she said.
According to officer club manager Curtis Clayton,
the officer’s club held 1,350 events in 2006. It is projecting 1,600 in 2007, with the added number from
the enlisted club.
“We have an international kitchen, with staff from
the Philippines, Thailand, Germany, Japan and Korea,”
Clayton said. “They are flexible and very dependable.”
With five protocols and 30 general officers at
Peterson, the staff has to be well versed not only with
Air Force needs, but also those of other service
branches. The staff has served President George W.
Bush and former Secretary of Defense Donald
Rumsfeld and former Secretary of State Colin Powell.
“Whether someone has four stars or one stripe,”
Doenges said, “they are served with respect.”

)DPLO\
0DWWHUV
/HWXVKHOS\RXPDNH\RXUIDPLO\GUHDPVFRPHWUXH
7RWDO)XQGLQJLV\RXUORFDO&RORUDGR6SULQJV
IXOOVHUYLFHPRUWJDJHFRPSDQ\
:KHWKHU\RXDUHSXUFKDVLQJ\RXU¿UVWKRPH
UH¿QDQFLQJRUEXLOGLQJWKHKRPHRI\RXUGUHDPV
7RWDO)XQGLQJFDQKHOS\RXDQG\RXUIDPLO\

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

9$)+$DQG&RQYHQWLRQDO/RDQV

&DOOWRGD\IRU\RXUIUHHFRQVXOWDWLRQ
727$/

A Holiday Thank You To Our Military!
Presented by:
DeVry University and Keller Graduate School of Management. In
partnership with Colorado Springs Chamber of Commerce, Pikes
Peak Work Force Center, and the Colorado Springs Military News
Group.
To: Active Duty Air Force, Navy, Marines, Reserves and their Families
Date: Saturday December 16, 2006

Use Your VA Guarantee Benefits for
Home Loans Up To $ 417,000 !!!!!
A Leader in the mortgage industry since its
inception in 1985, iFreedom Direct funded over
$4.4 billion dollars of loans in 2003 and was
ranked the fifth largest government lender in the
United States by Mortgage Banking Magazine.

Time: 1:00pm to 5:00pm
Place: DeVry University and Keller Graduate School of Management
1175 Kelly Johnson Blvd.
Colorado Springs, CO 80920-3298
719-632-3000

x
x
x
x
x

Come take a photo with Santa!

x
x

Games and fun for children of all ages!

Zero Down Payment
Fast Approval
Close With a Local Title Co.
Low Interest Rates

The first 1000 children will receive a gift from Santa!
Holiday refreshments will be served!
The first 500 families will receive a 2007 calendar!
Register to win one FREE DeVry University class of your choice! Three to be
given away!

DeVry University and Keller Graduate School of Management SALUTE YOU

DeVry University
1175 Kelly Johnson Blvd.
Colorado Springs, CO 80920-3298
Phone:
Fax:

719-632-3000
719-866-6770

We specialize in home
loans to Veterans.

800 493 7334
“Mortgages Direct to you.”

A national company built on the foundation
of honesty and integrity.
Visit our website at www.ifreedomdirect.com
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Pigskin Picks
NFL

NFL (cont.)

1. 49ers at Seahwks

9. Steelers at Panthers

2. Cowboys at Falcons

10. Buccaneers at Bears

3. Browns at Ravens

11. Redskins at Saints

4. Lions at Packers

Bob Griffin

5. Texans at Patriots
6. Jaguars at Titans
7. Dolphins at Bills
8. Jets at Vikings

Alexander Hayward Jr

AFSPC/DA7

USNORTHCOM

1. Seahawks, 2. Cowboys,
3. Ravens, 4. Packers, 5. Patriots,
6. Jaguars, 7. Dolphins, 8. Jets,
9. Panthers, 10. Bears,
11. Saints, 12. Broncos,
13. Giants, 14. Rams,
15. Chargers, 16. Colts

1. 49ers, 2. Cowboys, 3. Ravens,
4. Packers, 5. Patriots,
6. Jaguars, 7. Bills, 8. Vikings,
9. Panthers, 10. Bears,
11. Saints, 12. Broncos,
13. Giants, 14. Raiders,
15. Chargers, 16. Colts

Taurus Jones

Edward Smith

ARSTRAT

21st Services Squadron

1. Seahawks, 2. Cowboys,
3. Ravens, 4. Packers,
5. Patriots, 6. Titans,
7. Dolphins, 8. Jets, 9. Panthers,
10. Bears, 11. Saints,
12. Broncos, 13. Giants,
14. Rams, 15. Chargers, 16. Colts

1. Seahawks, 2. Falcons,
3. Ravens, 4. Lions, 5. Patriots,
6. Titans, 7. Dolphins, 8. Jets,
9. Panthers, 10. Bears,
11. Saints, 12. Broncos,
13. Eagles, 14. Raiders,
15. Chargers, 16. Colts

12. Broncos at Cardinals
13. Eagles at Giants
14. Rams at Raiders
15. Chiefs at Chargers
16. Bengals at Colts

What if… a bank catered to the needs of the
military? You’d call it yours. Your FSB.
At FSB, we work with our service men
and women to meet their needs. For
those deployed overseas we have Internet
banking and Internet bill pay. We also
offer overdraft protection services,
competitive auto loans, educational IRAs,
and several different types of checking
accounts. Your Service. Your Home
Front. Your FSB.

Calhan . 458 Colorado Ave. . 719 347-2727 . Ellicott . 445 N. Ellicott Hwy . 719 683-3999
Falcon . 7025 Meridian Road . 719 495-3650 . Internet Banking: www.yourfsb.com

Colorado Springs Military Newspaper Group
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Find archives of the
Space Guardian
or the
Space Observer
at www.csmng.com
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Photo courtesy of Air Force Academy athletic media relations

U.S. Air Force Academy defensive lineman Chad Hennings is shown during a Western Athletic Conference game
against Texas Christian University at Falcon Stadium in 1987. Hennings was inducted into the College Football
Hall of Fame on Dec. 5 in New York City.

Falcon lands in College
Football Hall of Fame
By Wayne Amann
U.S. Air Force Academy Public Affairs

A former U.S. Air Force Academy football player was inducted into the College
Football Hall of Fame on Dec. 5 in New
York City.
Chad Hennings, a 1988 academy graduate, was inducted into the 2006 College
Football Hall of Fame Division I-A Class at
the 49th Annual Awards Dinner.
A unanimous first-team All-America selection in 1987, Hennings received the
Outland Trophy as the nation’s top interior
lineman. A two-time, first-team all-conference selection, he is a member of the
Western Athletic Conference all-time team
and was named WAC defensive player of
the decade for the 1980s.
Hennings led the nation with 24 sacks in
1987 and played in numerous post-season
all-star games including the Japan Bowl and
East-West Shrine Game. He is a two-time
first-team academic All-American and
earned academic All-WAC honors three
times. Hennings also received the Stan Bates
Award as the conference’s top scholar-athlete in 1987.
“To be recognized with this honor is a
testament to the guys I played with at the
Academy,” the Iowa native said.
“This is a great day for Falcon football.
Chad has brought distinction to the
academy, Falcon football and himself.
Nobody ever deserved to be in the Hall of
Fame more than Chad,” Air Force head
coach Fisher DeBerry said. “This signifies him as one of the best that ever played
the game. This award not only speaks to
his football ability, but to his outstanding

character and personal qualities and attitudes.”
He was selected by the Dallas Cowboys in
the 1988 NFL Draft. First, Hennings fulfilled a four-year military commitment,
serving during the first Gulf War. In 1992,
he rejoined the Cowboys and embarked on
a nine-year NFL career that brought him
three Super Bowl titles.
“If anyone ever lived the core values of
the academy and the Air Force to the limit,
it’s Chad. The epitome of integrity, service
and excellence, he fulfilled his commitment
to the Air Force as an A-10 (Thunderbolt II)
pilot in Desert Storm, was given the opportunity to fulfill his academy commitment
early, and only then opted to give the NFL
a try. The rest is history, but Chad never
forgot his roots here,” said Dr. Hans Mueh,
academy athletic director and a member of
the academic faculty while Hennings was
a cadet. “He continues to support us as a
role model to our cadets and he’s a strong
supporter of the athletic program. I’m honored to know him and proud to call him a
friend.”
Hennings was one of 13 players and two
coaches to enter the Hall of Fame from a
ballot of 77 candidates and a pool of hundreds of eligible nominees. They will be officially enshrined at the hall in South Bend,
Ind., during ceremonies in the summer of
2007.
Hennings joins Brock Strom of the class
of 1959 as the only other Falcon player in the
Hall of Fame. Former coach L.T. “Buck”
Shaw, who coached the academy from 1956
to 1957, is the only academy coach inducted.

Peterson Air Force Base

H ealth O bservances
SAFE TOYS AND GIFT MONTH
When selecting toys, consider the child’s age,
interests and skill level.
 Look for quality design and construction
 Follow age and safety recommendations on labels.
 Don’t give toys with small parts to infants or toddlers. Choking is
the most common cause of toy-related deaths. If it fits through a
cardboard toilet paper tube, then it is too small.
 Read and pay attention to labels. If there’s a warning, there’s a
reason.
 Look for standards. Look for the letters “ASTM,” which
indicates a product meets the national safety standards set by the
American Society for Testing Materials.
 Airplane models, chemistry sets and other hobby kits are not
appropriate for children younger than 12.
 Avoid toys that shoot or have parts that fly off. Slingshots and
high-powered water guns can injure children and BB guns shouldn't
be considered toys.
 Use mylar balloons instead of latex to eliminate the risk of choking
or latex allergy reaction.
 Avoid toys with sharp points or edges and projectiles.
 Avoid toys with strings, straps or cords longer than 7 inches
because they may pose a risk of strangulation for young children.
 Avoid electrical toys with heating elements for children under age 8.


U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission — www.cpsc.gov
Safe Kids Coalition — www.safekids.org

