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Base Briefs
New enlisted tool
“My EDP” or “My Enlisted
Professional Development” is a new
force development tool for enlisted
members. The application is accessible
through the Air Force Portal, which
offers access to various web sites of interest to airmen. Enlisted members are
strongly encouraged to create their “My
EDP” account as soon as possible.
Enlistees should check their virtual
MPF account weekly for new information. For information, call Master Sgt.
Kristin Clark, Team Pete career assistance adviser, at 556-9226.

Promotion ceremony
The monthly Team Pete Promotion
Recognition Ceremony is at 3 p.m. Jan.
5 at the Enlisted Club. Come out and
congratulate those who have recently
been promoted. For information, call
Master Sgt. Kathy Cotto at 556-5222.

The Airman and Family Readiness
Center offers classes including readiness
briefings, sponsorship training, spouse
job orientation, pre-separation briefings,
financial readiness, resume review and
more. For a listing, call 556-6141.

Lane closure
Part of the North Gate will be closed
from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., Jan. 7 to install
new gates. The outbound lanes will be
closed from 7 to 11 a.m. while the inbound lanes will be closed from noon
to 4 p.m. During closures, the opposite
lanes will accommodate both inbound
and outbound traffic. For information
call 1st Lt. Bryon Gohl at 556-1634.
More Briefs page 8

Deep freeze airdrop
First C-17 Globemaster III
airdrop mission to the South Pole
Page 10

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Larry Simmons

AFRC classes

A technician works on the full-size mock-up of the International Space Station inside the Neutral Buoyancy Lab Dec. 15 at the Johnson Space Center in Houston. The
lab is the world's largest indoor pool, containing 6.2 million gallons of water, which is re-filtered every 18 hours.

Airmen train to walk among the stars
By Staff Sgt. Matthew Rosine
Air Force Print News

HOUSTON (AFPN) — There are
some airmen who train to push a 4,000
pound hunk of steel and electronics out of
their way with a flick of their pinky finger.
Some airmen train to fly at more than
17,000 mph, or roughly 5 miles per second.
And some airmen even train to “fly”
without the use of any aircraft at all.
All of these airmen are training to be astronauts at the Johnson Space Center.
The training astronauts receive at the
Johnson Space Center is intense and extensive. Astronauts train in multi-million
dollar mock-ups and can train for up to
two years for a single mission.
“Here we train to do things the right way
every time,” said Lawrence Thomas, assistant dive operations manager at the Neutral
Buoyancy Lab. “That is the way they train
in the military. We have a very ridged semi-

military environment. We train the astronauts to do space walks (at the buoyancy
lab.) Their lives are in our hands and we
take this responsibility very seriously. And,
I think military members acclimate faster
to the NASA way of training and thinking
than do their civilian counterparts.”
The NBL is the world’s largest indoor
pool and calls the Sonny Carter Training
Facility its home. The pool is more than
200 feet long, 100 feet wide and 40 feet
deep. It holds 6.2 million gallons of water,
which are re-filtered every 18 hours. It took
the SCTF more than a month to fill the
pool with water — any faster and the City
of Houston would lose water pressure.
Astronauts train in the pool to simulate
zero gravity through neutral buoyancy.
Neutral buoyancy is achieved in the pool
when their space is “weighted” so that it
does not rise or sink. The pool holds a complete mock-up of the International Space

Station or any space modules astronauts
need for space walks or maintenance
training. They will spend about 10 hours in
the NBL for every hour they will spend
walking in space.
Astronauts also receive in-depth training
on the modules themselves. This is particularly important to maintain mission safety.
“I think that just like the military, it becomes your culture to live in a culture of
safety,” said Tim Reynolds, Space Vehicle
Mockup Facility control center manager.
“In this business you have to if you’re on the
deck of a carrier or you’re out on the flightline. You also have to be the same out on the
launch pad or on a spacecraft on orbit. One
of the main things we teach in this facility
is safety classes. Safety is our No. 1 concern
here — it has to be.”
The SVMF holds full-sized mockups of
the space shuttle’s flight deck and mid-deck.
See Walk page 12

Ceremony cancelled; sergeants still graduate
By Debbie Evert
Space Guardian
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No pomp, no circumstance, but 122
technical sergeants graduated from the
Forrest L. Vosler Non-Commissioned
Officer Academy at Peterson Air Force
Base Dec. 20. A snowstorm cancelled the
traditional graduation ceremony, and the
sergeants received their diplomas and were
dismissed at noon.
The graduation marked the end of seven
weeks of training that included sergeants
from all parts of the country.

Three of those students were Tech. Sgt.
Patricia McCrary, Airman Leadership
School flight instructor, Hill Air Force Base,
Utah; Master Sgt.-select Paul Allen, unit
deployment manager, also stationed at Hill;
and Tech. Sgt. Stephen Borello, Selfridge
Air National Guard Base, Mich. His civilian
job is a state trooper.
To attend the academy, technical sergeants must meet criteria outlined in 43
pages of Air Force Instruction 36-2301. In
short, he or she must be in good standing
with the Air Force, be medically qualified

and meet the fitness standards.
After being chosen by their unit commander, technical sergeants are sent to one
of nine NCO academies in the U.S.
“A reservist can do the training by correspondence,” Borello said. “Or he can
choose to attend a base with other sergeants.”
Borello chose to be on site.
Preparing to be away from home is different for everyone.
See Sergeants page 9
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Senior Airman Ronald Rios loosens the screws holding a fuel filter on a C-130 Hercules engine Dec. 15 at Muñiz Air National Guard Base, Puerto Rico. The guidance and control
systems specialist with the 156th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, from Trujillo Alto, helps maintain the Air Force's oldest C-130s.

Jeff.Adcox@csmng.com

Puerto Rico airmen give support to wars
By Louis A. Arana-Barradas
Air Force Print News

SAN ANTONIO (AFPN) — When Tech.
Sgt. Jose Melendez volunteered to deploy with
his unit on his first combat tour in Afghanistan,
he didn’t quite know what to expect.

He’d never been to war. But when he got to
Bagram Air Base, it didn’t take the guardsman
long to learn what airmen are doing in support
of the war on terrorism.
Melendez went to Bagram in September
when the Puerto Rico Air National Guard’s

156th Airlift Wing deployed two C-130
Hercules and airmen there. From the
moment he landed, the C-130 electrical and
environmental systems specialist said the
See Airman page 11
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More Personal Space
3,000 SQ. FEET $1,350 / MONTH
*

*Based upon purchase price of $240,000 on Burgundy plan at Cumberland Green in Fountain. 5% down. First mortgage based upon an interest only 30-year fixed loan at 6.5% with payments of $1,040. APR is 6.682%. Second mortgage is a 15 year fixed, interest
only balloon loan at 7.75% with payment of $310 with an APR of 7.955%. Total payments, not including taxes and insurance, are $1,350. Prices, specifications, rates, terms, and availability subject to change at any time without notice. This payment applies to loans
financed through Cherrywood Home Loans, Oakwood Homes’ preferred lender. Full documentation and approved credit required. Additional options added to house may change payment.

Powers Blvd.

Fountain
Mesa Rd.

EVANS/CAMERON COLLECTIONS
5 New Model Homes

OXFORD COLLECTION
6 New Model Homes

• From the high $100s
• Approx. 1,180 – 2,523 sq. ft.
• Up to 4 bdrms., 4 baths, 3-car garages

• From the low $200s
• Approx. 1,833 – 3,564 sq. ft.
• Up to 7 bdrms., 5 baths, 4-car garages

719.380.5075

719.322.9456

OAKWOOD HOMES PAYS A 4% REALTOR CO-OP ON THE BASE PRICES OF OUR HOMES IN FOUNTAIN, CO.
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Photos by Tech. Sgt. Joseph Kapinos

An A-10 Thunderbolt II assigned to the 455th Air Expeditionary Wing lifts off the new runway opened Dec. 20
at Bagram Air Base, Afghanistan. The new runway is 2,000 feet longer than the previous runway and can support all of the aircraft in the U.S. inventory.

Brig. Gen. Christopher Miller, 455th Air Expeditionary Wing commander (L) along with Abdul Taqwa, governor
of Parwan Province and Maj. Gen. Benjamin Freakley cut the ribbon officially opening the new runway at
Bagram Airfield.

Bagram Air Base finishes $68 million runway project
By Tech. Sgt. Joseph Kapinos
455th Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs

BAGRAM AIR BASE, Afghanistan
(AFPN) — Despite inclement weather and
the possibility of snowfall, a $68 million
runway was opened and celebrated by Air
Force and Army service members, civilian
contractors and Afghan officials Dec. 20 at
Bagram Air Base.
The project was executed by Contrak
International workers from Cairo, Egypt,
with an Afghan work force supervised by
the Army Corps of Engineers and Air Force
members.
“Bagram Airfield has been here in this
valley for decades,” said Brig. Gen.

866-706-2802
coloradotech.edu

Christopher D. Miller, the 455th Air
Expeditionary Wing commander. “Afghan
airmen have flown from this field in years
past and I look forward to the day when it
again can be a purely Afghan airfield,
serving whatever roles the people of
Afghanistan choose. This is a vital runway
and an essential part of Afghanistan’s
future.”
The runway project began in 2004, when
it became evident that the older Russianbuilt runway was not able to support the
continuous operations at the airfield. The
runway was being subjected to use beyond
its capability. On average, the airfield saw a
landing or takeoff every four minutes.

“The old runway could serve for years to
come, but it needs daily repair by our
airmen to keep it in active service,” Miller
said.
Using a work force of about 400 Afghan
nationals who worked daily, Contrack
International members and the military
built a runway and aircraft ramp capable of
handling most aircraft in the military inventory. The runway is 2,000 feet longer
than the old runway and is 11 inches thicker,
which gives it the ability to handle larger
aircraft if necessary, such as the C-5 Galaxy
or the Boeing 747.
“This runway is designed to accept the
majority of aircraft in the military inven-

tory and mainly in place to accept ‘medium
load’ aircraft; however, it can accept the
larger aircraft, but it will wear out faster if
heavy airplanes use it on a regular basis,”
said Lt. Col. Eric Mulkey, U.S. Central
Command Air Forces construction management officer.
Miller said that the airfield is important
during the continuing effort to secure a
modern infrastructure for the country.
“This is a milestone in Bagram Airfield’s
ability to support the battle for a strong and
stable Afghanistan,” he said. “This is a concrete and lasting expression of America’s
commitment to the future of the Afghan
people.”
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Instant messaging keeps
commanders connected
By Debbie Evert
Space Guardian

Instant messaging — it’s not just for the
young anymore.
The 21st Space Wing Public Affairs office
learned the fine art and science of instant
messaging during a recent operational
readiness inspection.
“The main purpose of the AFIM is to pass
along accurate, timely information as
quickly as possible,” said Senior Airman
Amanda Weightman, a public affairs officer. “It cuts out the possible errors that
could come from more traditional communication (hand-written memos, telephones),
when we are exercising for or handling a
crisis. I am able to receive accurate information via the IM from the crisis action team
public affairs representative, put that information into a release and send a ready-togo release via the IM back down to the CAT
for approval from the wing commander.”
The 23-year-old Weightman is computer
savvy, having used the technology for the
past 12 years. And she is training her
coworkers.
“I kept it simple,” Weightman said. “We
don’t have to get fancy with the IM for it to
serve its purpose. We are using the program
simply to communicate information —
nothing else.”
Jackie Richardson, 21st Space Wing Crisis
Action Team manager, was instrumental in
getting the hardware to those who needed

it. He also helped the team to set up accounts and passwords.
“Instant messaging was being used at other
military installations during (Hurricane)
Katrina, and we found out that it worked
well for the 21SW mission,” he said. “Our
wing commander had directed that we find
a collaborative tool for communication to
his commanders. We found this one, and it
happened to be free.”
Richardson went to the owners of the Air
Force Portal at Wright-Patterson Air Force
Base and discovered the Air Force had mandated that the technology be used.
Although the public affairs office practiced instant messaging during an ORI, the
technology can be implemented at any time.
“We use it during any contingency or disaster involving 21 SW forces,” said
Richardson, who handles all disaster operational training. “We also use it for quick
real-time communications between our
commanders worldwide.”
Those units could be as far away as Thule,
Greenland. Group commanders were able
to tap into the IM process and hear emergency information as needed.
Weightman reassures those who might
be skeptical about the ease of instant messaging.
“The Air Force made the AFIM a very
user-friendly program, so it didn’t take too
much time before everyone was fairly comfortable with using it,” she said.

Cornbread really not a vegetable
By Debbie Evert
Space Guardian

“Our workshop will
help families
understand how they
can incorporate
healthy food choices
into their snack and
meal plans at home.”
Dr. Karen Kirshenbaum, youth center
curriculum and training specialist
This is the first time this workshop will be
offered on base.
“Parents play an integral role in their children’s healthy eating habits,” Kirshenbaum
said. “This workshop will provide them with
tips to be the best role models for their children who are learning how to incorporate
healthy eating habits into their daily routines.”
Chichocki agreed.
“Kids mimic what they see,” she said.
“Parents should take responsibility. If kids see
healthy foods at home, they will eat them.”
In addition to teaching healthy choices,
the workshop will present information about
eating disorders so families will “know what
to look for and how to help children develop
a positive self-image,” Kirshenbaum said.
Healthy eating is only one program offered by the youth center.
“Our curriculum focuses on helping children learn life skills such as money management, sewing, as well as encouraging
children and families to participate in community service projects,” Kirshenbaum said.
“In addition, children have opportunities
to participate in the creative arts, physical
fitness, science and math activities, leadership clubs and much more.”
Reservations are required and can be
made by calling 556-5235.
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If your New Year’s resolution list includes
teaching your children how to eat healthier,
the youth center can help.
The “Healthy Eating for Children” workshop, which is scheduled for noon to 1 p.m.
Jan. 10, and 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Jan. 11, will provide information about alternatives to a fast
food diet.
“Our workshop will help families understand how they can incorporate healthy food
choices into their snack and meal plans at
home,” said Dr. Karen Kirshenbaum, youth
center curriculum and training specialist.
“It also will teach how (parents) can involve
their children in selecting healthy foods.”
Annie Chichocki, a dietician at the Health
and Wellness Center, will lead the workshop. She reviews and approves snacks and
meals served to any child who eats at the
center, which follows the U.S. Adult/Child
Food Guidelines for portion size and daily
food components.
“It’s very important to give parents information to help their children develop good
food choices,” Chichocki said. “Basic nutrition concepts can be introduced when children are school aged.”
Chichocki said that she once asked a child
what his favorite vegetable was, and when
he answered, “cornbread,” she gasped.
“It’s enjoyable to eat healthy,” Chichocki
said. “If the emphasis is placed on the taste
of fruits and vegetables, it will be more interesting for children.”
The workshop will include information
about the food pyramid for children, which
is different than the guidelines for adults.
Participants also will be reading labels.
“Either they don’t know what they’re
looking for,” Chichocki said, “or they don’t
know why they’re looking at cholesterol or
other items on the label.”
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penfed.org
800-247-5626

This APY is as of January 1, 2007 and subject to change. A penalty will be imposed
for early withdrawal APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Your accounts
are federally insured by the National Credit Union
Administration, an agency of the U.S. government, up
to $100,000. Minimum opening of $1,000 required.
National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency.

Your savings insured up to $100,000.

SPACE GUARDIAN
Thursday, January 4, 2007

www.csmng.com

Photo by Staff Sgt. Michael Holzworth

1st Lt. Aaron Johnson
conducts a preflight inspection Nov. 29 in his
F-16 Fighting Falcon.

Pilots, air battle managers
to receive incentive pay
WASHINGTON (AFPN) — The
fiscal 2007 Aviator Continuation Pay program will offer eligible pilots and air
battle managers a monetary incentive to
continue their service.
A five-year, fixed-length agreement is
available to initial-eligible pilots and air
battle managers who apply. The agreement values in annual pretax amounts
are $25,000 for pilots and $15,000 for air
battle managers.
Initial-eligible pilots are those whose
active-duty service commitment for undergraduate pilot training expires during
or before fiscal 2007 and/or who reach
nine years of aviation service as pilots
during or before fiscal 2007, whichever is
later. All other eligibility requirements
must also be met.
Eligible air battle managers must have
completed their initial ABM aeronautical
rating active duty service commitment

Staff writer, Air Force Times

A new integrated pay and personnel
system for soldiers and airmen is on track
for launching by mid-2008, according to
defense officials.
The Defense Integrated Military Human
Resources System is a Web-based system
designed to integrate pay and personnel systems for the Air Force and Army, with a
goal of helping prevent the kind of pay
problems that have cropped up in the 1991
Persian Gulf War and in the current conflicts,
both for active-duty personnel and reservists.
Among other things, the system, in development for about a decade, will be accessible
to anyone with a computer that is compatible with the Defense Department’s new
Common Access Card, which will eliminate the need for a service member to be
physically located near a personnel office,
defense officials said.
“It’s conceivable today that if you’re an
airman in an Army task force, you might
have to get in a Humvee and travel 30 of 40
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and have a minimum of six years rated
ABM aviation service during fiscal 2007.
The six years are calculated from the date
they received their wings.
The pay program targets specific ratedofficer demographic groups to stabilize the
inventory, provide accurate forecasts and,
ultimately, maintain the Air Force’s
warfighting capability.
ACP application procedures are available at http://ask.afpc.randolph. af.mil.
The ACP link is under “military” in the
“quick links” section.
Before contacting the personnel center
with questions about aviation continuation pay, aviators should discuss the program with their commanders. Air
National Guard or Air Force Reserve aviators are not eligible to apply for the
active duty ACP. Details about ANG/AFR
programs will be forwarded via separate
channels.

New pay, personnel system
for airmen set for 2008 debut
By Gordon Lubold
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kilometers to find a personnel service unit
to support you,” said Army Maj. Gen. Carlos
“Butch” Pair, defense business systems acquisition executive for the Pentagon’s
Business Transformation Agency. “Under
DIMHRS, that won’t happen.”
Soldiers and airmen will be able to view
their personnel records and make changes
as necessary, officials said. DIMHRS will
be available to the Army in March 2008 and
for airmen in the summer of 2008.
According to an article by the Pentagon’s
internal American Forces Information
Service, Army and Air Force commands
also will be able to use DIMHRS to resolve
issues that troops can’t deal with themselves.
The system is part of a “revolution” in
how the military is approaching pay and
personnel issues, Pair said. “It’s really more
than an acronym; it’s a solution for the
future,” he said.
The Navy and Marine Corps have not
signed onto the program but are reportedly
developing a unique system that will work
with the new DIMHRS system.
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Short-term cash problems
ruining your long-term prospects?
If you’re serious about making a change in how you manage your
money, then the Asset Recovery Kit (ARK) Program can help.
ARK will provide military and DoD personnel and your families with a
short-term loan to help meet your immediate cash needs. As long as you
agree to undertake ﬁnancial counseling (located at 5262 N. Academy
Blvd., Suite 1000, Colorado Springs), you may borrow up to 80% of your
net pay to a maximum of $500. The loan is offered at a $6 ﬂat fee with
no credit report—BUT you must agree to ﬁnancial couseling.
Take control of your ﬁnances. Contact one of our representatives
at Pentagon Federal Credit Union and ask how ARK may be able to
change your life.

Come talk with us today.
Colorado Springs Branch:
6045 Barnes Road
Tuesday–Friday, 8:30AM–5PM; Saturday 9AM–3PM
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Communication awards
The 21st Space Wing Communication
and Information Outstanding Professional
of the Year awards luncheon is at 11 a.m.
Jan. 23 at the Team Pete Club (formerly the
Officers Club). Tickets cost $13 for members,
$15 for non-members. Menu choices include chicken fried steak, three-cheese
lasagna or blackened chicken salad. RSVP
by Jan. 17 to Master Sgt. Edgar Melton at
556- 8935 (PAFB), Senior Master Sgt. Idalia
Peele at 474-3246 (CMAFS), or 1st Lt.
Charles Holmes at 269-2711 (Thule).

Heart Link workshop
Heart Link is an orientation workshop
for spouses and fiancées of Active Duty Air
Force and Reserve members who would like
to learn more about the Air Force mission,
customs, traditions and protocol. Come discover Heart Link and allow your active duty
member a day off. Representatives from several base agencies participate in the workshop to help spouses and fiancées learn
about the community resources that support them and their families.
Heart Link is a great way to obtain impor-

B r i e f s

tant information and meet other spouses. The
next workshop is from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Feb.
22, at the Airman & Family Readiness Center.
A free continental breakfast and lunch is included. Please call Nona Daugherty at 5567832 for questions and registration.

Readiness seminars
All seminars are open to Active Duty,
DoD-Civilian Personnel, Reserve/Guard,
their families and to retired members and
their families. For some programs, the
spouses of Active Duty Air Force members
have priority. Classes are held in the
Airman & Family Readiness Center classroom, 135 Dover Street, Room 1016 unless
otherwise specified. Please call 556-6141
for more information or to register for
classes.
An e-mail can also be sent to
21mssdpf@peterson.af.mil. Please include
the name and date(s) of the program you
are interested in, your name, rank, duty
phone number, home phone number and
organization. We will inform you if space
is available. The IDS Calendar, www.peterson.af.mil under People Helping
People/Airman & Family Readiness Center,

will have any changes/updates on the classes
listed below.
Basic Investing, 9 to 10:30 a.m., Jan. 10
Choose the savings and investing plan
that best suits your lifestyle and learn about
the options available to the beginning and
small investor.
Going Overseas, 8 to 9 a.m., Jan. 11 and
Feb. 8
Preparing for your overseas destination
can enable you and your family to make
living overseas a positive experience.
Gaining important must-know information
that will help you adjust to your new environment is the key to this process. Topics
include: travel, currency, telephones,
schools, culture and customs, voltage requirements, housing and utilities and medical care. PCS orders not required.
Smooth Move, 9 to 11:30 a.m., Jan. 11
and Feb. 8
This briefing is for anyone PCSing from
the Peterson Complex in the near future.
Moving can be a stressful times for you and
your family. Learn to make it better for
everyone. Receive tips from the experts:
JPPSO, Legal Office, Accounting and
Finance, TRICARE, and the Airman and

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!
• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.
referral is
No Primary Care
ply call for
Sim
ry.
ssa
ce
ne
an appointment.

Have you thought about becoming a teacher?
Do you serve or have you served in the military?
(Active Duty, Guard, Reserves, Retired, Transitioning)

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Change lives, touch
the future…..TEACH!

Between

Are you a spouse of a military member?

For More Information
Please Contact:
Bob Leonard
Colorado Troops To Teachers
719-262-4107 or
colottt@uccs.edu
www.mwttt.com
www.proudtoserveagain.com

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.
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Family Readiness Center. Spouses are encouraged to attend. PCS orders not required.
Car Buying, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m., Jan. 11
and Feb. 8
Learn how to calculate monthly payments
and determine how much car you can
afford. Learn tips about buying used cars,
financing options, fair purchase, resale costs
and the differences between dealer and
direct financing.
Sponsorship Training, 7:30 to 8:30 a.m.,
Jan. 16 and Feb. 20
This training prepares sponsors to meet
the needs of the inbound personnel and
family members being sponsored. This is required for anyone who has not sponsored
someone in the last 6 months and is a recertification class for all.
Applying for Federal Service, 11:30 a.m.
to 1 p.m., Jan. 17
This class answers everything you’ve
always wanted to know about applying for
work with the federal government.
Credit reports/ID theft, 9 to 10:30 a.m.,
Feb. 7
Develop a credit spending plan, understand your credit report and score and learn
how to protect against identity theft.
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Sergeants: Graduation
From page 1
“I had to teach my husband how to take
care of our 2-year-old and 6-month-old
daughters,” McCrary said. “He’s doing a
great job.”
This temporary duty assignment was
“more of the same” for Allen.
“I’ve been in the Air Force 15 years,” said
the father of three boys, “and for at least 10
of them, I’ve been deployed.”
Once on site, the students were divided
into nine flights by a computer system,
trying to find a blend of gender, race, duty
titles and personalities for each group.
Allen said that the diversity helped the
students learn from each other as well as
the instructors.
Allen said he was hoping to sit back and
keep his mouth shut during the training,
but he was chosen as class commander because he was the only one who admitted he
had a line number.
Line numbers are scores computed from
promotion tests, time in service, time in
grade, evaluation reports and awards. The
person with the highest score is the first
promoted.
The Air Force determines how many will

be promoted each month by estimating how
many Air Force-wide vacancies there are
for that particular grade.
The temporary job title means added responsibility.
“I had to make sure all 122 people were
happy,” Allen said. “I handled all the complaints and oversaw nine flight commanders.”
Each day, students were in the classroom
from 7:15 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. The three areas
of instruction included communication,
leadership and profession of arms.
The teaching time was not like a briefing.
An instructor would ask students to participate in discussions, and role playing is usually part of the curriculum.
“It was almost like playing charades,”
Allen said.
McCrary agreed.
“Two random characters were given a
scenario,” she said. “It was based on realworld experiences.”
The experiences often dealt with topics
such as conflict, dependent care and financial responsibility, issues that the students will
encounter when providing leadership to
members of their squadrons.
“The curriculum gives us what we’re supposed to do,” McCrary said. “But it’s diffi-

cult. It’s not always cut and dried.”
Although most weekday evenings were
filled with studying for the next day’s instruction, the academy wasn’t all classes and
homework. Some of the students were able
to see the sights of Colorado, their temporary home.
“I went snowboarding and had the chance
to see an Avalanche game,” Borello said.
Others went out to eat or to see a movie.
McCrary, Allen and Borello said the curriculum provided standard, expected procedures, but that they also learned to
support their fellow airmen. If someone in
their flight was struggling, the instructor
would encourage someone with the highest
score in that area to help.
“Some people probably hated coming,”
Allen said, “but these will be the ones who
will have a hard time leaving.”
While the technical sergeants were discussing, marching and studying, several
members of the commander’s support staff
were working to meet their everyday needs.
They were also working to ensure this class
had a smooth graduation event.
Trying to seat 442 people can take some
time, said Staff Sgt. Angelica Ramirez,
NCOIC, commander’s support staff.
“It takes a lot of teamwork, not only from
the commander’s support staff but from the
students and their guests,” she said. “We work
on getting this together from day one of class.”

The biggest challenge is ensuring that all
graduates and their guests sit together.
Ramirez said that the planning is worth it.
“The best part of the job is seeing the students graduate and have a great time at their
graduation,” she said.
Since 1985, more than 5,000 NCOs have
graduated from the Forrest L. Vosler PME
Center. It also has marked many firsts: the
first Air Force ALS graduation, the first female
commandant of an NCO Academy and the
only NCO Academy to have been commanded solely by enlisted commandants.

About the Academy
The NCO Academy at Peterson was
named for Technical Sgt. Forrest L.
Vosler.
On a mission to Bremen, Germany,
radio operator Vosler was hit twice by 20mm shrapnel after taking the place of
one of the gunners. Despite his injuries,
he managed to tend to the wounded tail
gunner, repair the damaged radio equipment and send distress signals before
the aircraft ditched into the sea. Vosler
was awarded the Medal of Honor for his
heroism during the mission.
The professional military education
center was dedicated in memory of
Vosler on Sept. 9, 1992.
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C-17 Globemaster III makes first airdrop to Antarctica

Photo by Lt. Col. James McGann

HICKAM AIR FORCE BASE, Hawaii
(AFPN) — Another airpower milestone
was reached Dec. 20 with the completion
of the first C-17 Globemaster III airdrop
mission that delivered about 70,000 pounds
of supplies to the South Pole.
The airdrop’s success was the result of the
combined effort of people from Joint Task
Force-Support Forces Antarctica Operation
Deep Freeze; the 62nd Airlift Wing and the
Air Force Reserve Command’s 446th Airlift
Wing from McChord Air Force Base, Wash.;
the U.S. Army’s 82nd Airborne Division;
the Royal New Zealand Defense Force; the
National Science Foundation and Raytheon
Polar Services Corp.
By validating the C-17 capability of conducting an airdrop at the South Pole, JTFSFA’s Operation Deep Freeze demonstrated
its ability to provide mid-winter emergency
re-supply and flexible support to the
National Science Foundation and U.S.
Antarctica Program. Operation Deep Freeze
is a unique joint and total force mission that
first anchored U.S. national policy in
Antarctica in1955.
The ability to airdrop supplies using the
C-17 versus the ski-equipped LC-130
Hercules, the traditional aircraft used to
land supplies on the ice, allows aircrews to
deliver up to four times as many supplies
during a single airdrop mission in conditions that do not allow land missions.
During the winter season at the South
Pole, temperatures often dip as low as
minus 100 degrees Fahrenheit and can paralyze an aircraft’s hydraulic systems, crystallize the fuel and solidify lubricants.
Around-the-clock darkness and crosswinds up to 60 mph create blizzard conditions and zero visibility, making it

A member of the National Science Foundation wintering in the Antarctic checks a cargo pallet airdropped by a C-17 Globemaster III Dec. 20. Airmen from the 62nd and
446th Airlift Wings at McChord Air Force Base, Wash., delivered 70 tons of supplies to the team. The mission was a "proof of concept" flight for the C-17 and was part
of Joint Task Force-Support Forces Antarctica's Operation Deep Freeze.
impossible for an aircraft to land.
A medical emergency in 1999 highlighted
the need to maintain a mid-winter airdrop
resupply capability to sites in Antarctica.
During that year, Dr. Jeri Nielsen, the only
physician at Amundsen-Scott South Pole
Station, needed medical supplies to treat
her tele-medically diagnosed cancer. An
LC-130 land mission was not possible

before October, so NSF requested and
funded an Air Mobility Command out-ofcycle airdrop of medical supplies to the
South Pole station.
An economy-of-force driven decision provided a C-141 and handpicked aircrew from
the 62nd AW and 446th AW from McChord
AFB to execute the aerial delivery. The
nearly 50-flying-hour mission was described

by then-AMC commander Gen. Charles T.
Robertson Jr., as “a truly heroic effort.”
The 2006-07 Operation Deep Freeze
kicked off in August with C-17 flights from
Christchurch, New Zealand to McMurdo
Station to stage essential personnel and
equipment to prepare the ice runway for the
See Airdrop page 12
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Airman: Two-front battle
From page 3
work pace was unreal.
“Over there, you fly 30 missions a day,”
said the sergeant from Guarabo, Puerto
Rico. “Our mission was to support the
ground troops around the clock.”
It wasn’t that he wasn’t used to hard work.
At his home base, Muñiz Air National
Guard Base, Puerto Rico, the C-130 wing
supports U.S. Southern Command in its war
on drugs. That mission takes wing aircraft
on support missions throughout Latin
America.
But Bagram was a stark contrast to the
way of life the sergeant has at his tropical
isle home. At Bagram, there was a new work
plan every day. The weather could fluctuate
50 degrees from dawn to dusk and took getting used to. And quite often the squadron
had to pack up and send a mission readiness
team to some forward-operating base to fix
a broken aircraft.
“About every other day we had to fix an
aircraft down the road,” said Melendez, a
member of the 156th Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron. “There aren’t many runways
there, they use dirt strips.”
He and his fellow airmen got used to the
work with no problems. But they had a hard
time dealing with the deaths of fellow
service members.
“It’s really tough when you see the fallen
comrade ceremonies — we don’t have that
back home,” Melendez said.
The Bagram deployment was the first
time wing airmen took their C-130s to help
fight the war on terrorism.
The wing’s Air Expeditionary Forces rotation ends in mid-January and Col. Jorge
Cantres, the 156th AW commander, said
his airmen have done their jobs in
Afghanistan and at home.
Because it has so many volunteers for de-

ployments, the Air Force has never had to
mobilize the wing, said Cantres, who is from
Santurce, Puerto Rico. And with the volunteers, the wing can support two wars. The
other front being the war on drugs. For that
mission, the wing has two C-130s, three aircrews and maintainers “deployed” across
the base for Coronet Oak duty.
Coronet Oak is U.S. Southern
Command’s airlift arm. Since the late 1970s,
it has given the command a quick response
force of airlift planes. The Puerto Rico base
inherited the mission in 1999, when
Howard Air Force Base, Panama, closed.
Since then, four Guard C-130s rotate in to
pull two-week to one-month tours of duty.
This mission continued as the Muñiz wing
transitioned from the F-16 Fighting Falcons
it was flying to the Hercules.
The wing now has two permanent slots in
the Guard rotation, so Coronet Oak support is the wing’s bread and butter mission.
Wing transports support American embassies and re-supply U.S. forces in Latin
America. They rotate troops in and out of
the regions. And aircraft are on alert to airlift special forces into any country in Central
America, South America and the
Caribbean.
One of the four C-130s on Muñiz’s small
parking ramp is always on alert while the rest
of the wing stands ready to fly when needed,
Cantres said.
For example, just before Thanksgiving,
the wing had to mobilize aircraft for a lastminute mission. The Air Force diverted
some C-17 Globemaster III transports from
a mission to fly U.S. troops home from an
exercise in South America.
“All four C-17s were pulled for a higher
priority mission,” Cantres said. The Air
Force asked the guardsmen to take the mission. “We had to fly 18 C-130 missions to fly
those people home before Thanksgiving.”
But, typically, wing aircraft fly up to 10

“Without notice, they
can call us — and in
three hours we’ll be
airborne going
anywhere they need us
to go.”
Tech. Sgt. Jose Melendez, Puerto Rico Air
National Guard’s 156th Airlift Wing
missions per week, Chief Master Sgt. Fred
Palmer said. The maintenance squadron superintendent, and New York transplant, has
been with the wing 21 years. He now calls
Carolina, Puerto Rico, home.
“We have a big participation in supporting (Soto Cano Air Base) Honduras,”
Palmer said. “And we do a lot of support of
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.”
But to do its mission, the wing must overcome several challenges.
One is mentally preparing for the cargo
the aircraft will transport, said Staff Sgt.
Victor Vega, a C-130 loadmaster. But the
198th Airlift Squadron sergeant from
Guaynabo, Puerto Rico, said that is not
always possible.
“Sometimes there is so much cargo that
is backlogged, that we have to leave behind
material and sort out what is most important, what needs to get there first,” he said.
That can make for some unhappy customers. But Vega said the wing gets the right
cargo to the right place. That includes essentials like food, mail, spare parts and passengers.
“We pretty much maintain the supply line
in Latin America,” Vega said.
Another challenge is keeping the wing’s
1963 and 1964 vintage aircraft flying,
Cantres said. But wing maintainers have
been doing a good job keeping the old
transports flying, he said. Hercules number
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“515,” nicknamed the “Bagram Express,”
has flown to Afghanistan and back three
times. At Bagram, wing airmen maintained
their two aircraft at a 91 percent mission
capable rate.
“We’ve had no problems at all,” Cantres
said. “Our maintenance guys have been
doing an outstanding job keeping those
planes up to speed.”
Palmer said his maintainers are doing
whatever it takes to keep the old aircraft
“flying at full tilt right now.” But he would
love for the wing to get new aircraft. An aircraft that “will give us longevity for the next
20 to 25 years.”
“We’re the only completely dual-language
unit in the Air Force,” Cantres said.
“Without notice, they can call us — and in
three hours we’ll be airborne going anywhere they need us to go in the (area of responsibility), prepared to do whatever needs
to be done.”
Melendez knows he might return to
Afghanistan or Iraq, and he’s ready to go.
In the meantime, he helps keep his wing’s
aging fleet flying, because he knows the C130s drive the Coronet Oak mission.
Without them, there would be no airlift.
And he knows a lot of people depend on
the wing.
“Every time we land down there (in Latin
America), you see those people, and they’re
like ‘thank God you’re here,’” he said.
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Walk: Astronaut training
lator training on the shuttle — training that
basically never ends.
“The training here is kind of open ended,”
said Jerry Swain Jr., the JSC flight training
director facility manager. “If a mission gets
pushed back, the astronauts can come back
in here and run the simulator several more
times before that actually launch.”
During this training, the instructors
throw almost every possible scenario they
can at the astronauts.
“Our training is probably overkill,” said
Swain, a retired Air Force pilot who flew
two tours in Vietnam. “But, we never throw
anything at the astronauts that they couldn’t
overcome with the proper training and
know-how. Sure sometimes they do something wrong, but that is why we train.”
While the Air Force’s role has expanded
and grown through the years, it will continue to support the space mission.
“The Air Force has a number of support
roles with NASA,” said Michael Sarafin,
mission control specialist. “Originally, the
space shuttle was supposed to be a joint
asset that was going to provide launch services for both the Department of Defense
and NASA and that role has evolved over
time.”
Today the Air Force provides support for
many aspects of each launch from pre-flight
to post-flight operations and everything in
between.
The most recent NASA mission is STS116, brought the newest solar panel array to
the International Space Station, as well as a
change of crew for the ISS. The additional
solar panel array will provide enough power
to add the newest modules onto the space
station.

From page 1
It houses a full-sized mock-up of the space
shuttle itself without its wings. It also holds
different habitation modules, such as the
Destiny Space Lab, so astronauts can familiarize themselves with these environments
for each mission. Before astronauts fly their
first missions, they can train for more than
300 hours in these mockups.
The facility also houses other mission
mock-ups such as international space modules and even the future Orion moon base
module.
But, for airmen going through training
at the Johnson Space Center, it is their Air
Force training that sets the foundation for
their success.
“It was through the Air Force that I
became a fighter pilot and a test pilot, which
enabled me to meet the requirements just to
become an astronaut,” said shuttle commander Mark Polansky. “The kinds of
things we did in the test world are very applicable in space.”
During his 14 years in the Air Force,
Polansky logged more than 5,000 flying
hours in more than 30 different aircraft
before leaving active duty in 1992 to pursue
a NASA career.
Pilot astronauts also train to maintain
their flight status. This training is important because they fly specially modified jets
that help simulate space shuttle landings.
The space shuttle requires a runway approach that is seven times steeper than commercial aircraft. These pilots will fly more
than 1,000 approaches before landing the
space shuttle.
They also receive constant flight simu-

Airdrop: Deep freeze
From page 10
main C-17 and LC-130 operations. Main
body resupply consists of C-17 intercontinental flights between Christchurch and
McMurdo Station and LC-130 flights from
McMurdo to the South Pole and other
camps throughout Antarctica.
Up to two C-17s based at Christchurch
fly missions as required each week while
up to nine LC-130s, depending on mission requirements, fly multiple daily missions daily from their hub at McMurdo
Station.
Vessel re-supply operations consist of
two Military Sealift Command vessels delivering fuel and supplies to McMurdo
Station. In early January, prior to the MSC
vessels’ arrival, the U.S. Coast Guard icebreaker Polar Sea will cut a channel
through miles of ice allowing the ships
access to the McMurdo Ice Pier.
Operation Deep Freeze is unlike any
other U.S. military operation and is one
of the most demanding peacetime missions because of the extreme adversity of
the environment and the remoteness of
Antarctica. Antarctica is the coldest,
windiest, driest, highest and most inhospitable continent on the globe, and
Operation Deep Freeze provides a challenging opportunity to demonstrate the
reach and flexibility of airpower, the capabilities of the joint force and the integrated
support of active duty, Guard and Reserve
military personnel.
Through the Office of the Secretary of
Defense, the commander of U.S. Pacific
Command has been designated to support the 2006-07 Joint Task Force-Support
Forces Antarctica operation.
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The PACOM commander has delegated
this joint operation to the commander
who further delegated primary responsibility for execution of the JTF SFA operation to the 13th Air Force commander.
The U.S. military is uniquely equipped
to assist the National Science Foundation
in the accomplishment of its mission to
explore Antarctica, and the 613th Air and
Space Operations Center at Hickam has the
capability to provide joint operational and
logistics support to the NSF around the
clock.
Through the 613th AOC’s strategic airlift, LC-130 field support airlift and other
airlift as required; aeromedical evacuation
support; emergency response; sealift; seaport access; bulk fuel supply; port cargo
handling; communication and transportation requirements are coordinated.
Operation Deep Freeze involves active
duty and Reserve C-17 support from
McChord AFB, LC-130 support from the
New York Air National Guard and other
aircraft as necessary; U.S. Coast Guard
icebreakers, and the U.S. Navy Cargo
Handling Battalion One to provide critical port services at McMurdo Station.
The U.S. Navy ran the first Operation
Deep Freeze mission in 1955 for
exploration and scientific research and
began supporting the National Science
Foundation’s research in Antarctica in
1959. The operation has evolved into a
huge logistical effort, moving passengers
and cargo for the NSF’s research facilities
in Antarctica.
Christchurch International Airport is
the staging point for deployment to
McMurdo Station, a key research facility
for the USAP.
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Air Force officials announce promotions to major
Air Force board members announced Dec.
19 their selection of 2,518 captains for promotion to major. Forty-six of them were from
Team Pete. The promotees include:

Air Force Space Command:

21st Space Wing:
Brian Bone
Scott Hamilton
Kyle Pumroy
William Schmidt
Alesandro Smith
Philip Stevens
Michelle Tetzlaff
Jerade Tipton
Mia Walsh
Todd Neu
Francis Tarner

Anthony Kimbrough
Nicholas Lynch
Michele Geraci
Joseph Peloquin
Stephen Serniak
Leeann Roberts
Gabriel Harris
Matthew Bertsch
Justin McMillian
John Patrick
Cory Wilson
Mary Hague
John Sill
Johnny Rea
Ross Gleason
James Franks Jr.

George Noel
Kelly Polsgrove
Stephanie Masoni
Jung Ha
Elizabeth Nieboer
Andrew Rogers

Kathy Lynne Jordan
James Hamilton

NORAD/NORTHCOM:
Kneilan Novak
David Eikenburg
Mark Jones
Brian Liebenow
Tyler Morton
Jason Engler
Leo Gage Jr.

Other Team Pete members
include:
Todd Smith
Keith Broecker
Paul Kaan
Leslie Forrester

T w o - m i n u t e
d r i l l
There are a number of exciting programs planned for the
month of January that will help people on base get involved
with recreation activities at the base Sports and Fitness
Center.
Friday, the base will host its New Year’s Resolution 5 and
10 K run at 11:30 a.m. at the Sports and Fitness Center.
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday the center will host a doubles racquetball tournament from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. each day.
In the first event of the year that will be held to gain
points toward the Peterson Cup, the center will host a 3-on3 basketball tournament Jan. 18-21 beginning at 5:30 p.m.
each day.
The schedule for the upcoming Over 30 basketball league
with games each afternoon at the base Sports and Fitness
Center is as follows:
 Today, 11 a.m. 21st Civil Engineers, vs. Headquarters
Air Force Space Command/IG, Noon, U.S. NORTHCOM
Navy, vs. Team Colorado, 1 p.m., 21st contracting vs. Det
4, Air Force Operations Test and Evaluation Center
 Monday, 11 a.m. AFSPC/A1 vs. HQ AFSPC, Noon,
21st Services Squadron-vs. 76 Space Control Squadron, 1
p.m., AFSPC/A2 vs. J1OC North.
 Tuesday, 11 a.m. U.S. NORTHCOM Navy vs. 21 CONS,
Noon, Team Colorado vs 21 CES, 1 p.m., Det 4 AFOTEC
vs. HQAFSPC/IG
 Wednesday, 11 a.m. AFSPC/A1 vs. DAFSPC/A2, noon,
21SVS vs. J1OC North, 1 p.m., HQ AFSPC vs. 76 SPCS.

Do you think you
can’t buy a home?
• 100% Purchase
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• Refinance Now
• Consolidate Debt
• Bad Credit? No Problem
• Fix Your ARM

Calculate your savings and apply NOW at:
www.cheyennemm.com
Visit us at the entrance to Peterson AFB!
(next to Dairy Queen)

574-4142 • 800-530-2599

Members of the Peterson AFB community take part in an aerobics program recently at the Sports and Fitness Center. The center offers a variety of
classes. For more information on class times and dates, call 556-4462.
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Breast Enlargement
Breast Lift
• Tummy Tuck
• Liposuction
•
•

Free Consultation
Affordable Financing Options

Dr Douglas J. Raskin, M.D., D.M.D
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Are you considering
plastic surgery?
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Harvard & Stanford Trained
Certified by American Board of Plastic Surgery
Military Discounts Available. Call for details.
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CALL
TODAY!

Workout time
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SnoFest, the 17th annual military snow sports weekend,
is Jan. 26-28 at Keystone Resort. There will be free competitive ski and snowboard racing, discounts on lodging, lift
tickets and equipment, a cardboard derby, ice skating,
tubing, sleigh rides and more. For reservations call (800) 3544386 and mention participant code GV7SNOW. For information call 556-1760.
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SnoFest

578-9988

559 E. Pikes Peak Ave. • Suite 209

www.pcisys.net/~djr • email: djr@pcisys.net
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Intramural season
stays competitive
By Walt Johnson
CSMNG

Photo by Walt Johnson

The Peterson intramural basketball league took some time
off for the Christmas holiday, and hopefully the level of play
and enthusiasm will be just as good when the season resumes
this week.
Action in both the competitive and Over 30 league is turning
out to be one of the most balanced and competitive in years,
according to Mike Coats, Peterson Sports and Fitness center intramural director.
Coats said this year has stood out because of the level of play
and the teams that are contending for top league honors.
“The intramural basketball league is very competitive at this
time, and I believe it’s going to be very interesting to see who
comes out on top this year,” Coats said. “The thing I’ve seen this
year is that a lot of teams are capable of beating anyone on any
given day. I think the majority of the teams this year are going
to be competitive when the playoffs begin. I think anyone could
be in a position to win the championship.”
Coats said the fact that this year’s level of play is the product
of two years of consistent growth in talent.
He said normally there’s a clear distinction between the recreation league and competitive league, but that this year is a little
different because three quarters of the teams in both divisions
are very competitive and have been playing at a high level.
“It’s possible that one team could get hot and run off a six- or
seven-game winning streak and separate themselves from the rest
of the league,” he said.
However, he also said that may be unlikely because is no one
is getting blown out and most of the games have been very close.
“We’ve had several over-time games. We’ve had games where
teams have won at the buzzer and other games where the difference has been two or three points. I can’t predict that it can’t
happen, but I do know that every team can beat the others and
every team is beatable,” Coats said.

Members of the base intramural program go toe to toe during first half action in December.
Coats said he loves the fact that the league is so balanced.
He said the emergence of teams like the 21st Services
Squadron and the 721st Mission Support Group, which
have been perennial doormats for the league, shows why
the excitement is back in Peterson intramural basketball.

“In the second half of the season I hope to have the
same type of competitive play that we have had in the
first half of the season. I’m curious to see if any team can
separate itself from the rest of the league and then see
what happens from there. I think the better teams will
emerge as they play out the schedule,” Coats said.

Classifieds
Three free lines for active-duty,
retired military, and their dependents

667-3880

as well as civil service employees.
Place your ad online at www.csmng.com
or call (719) 329-5236.

Enlist NOW to Lose Weight
**
and Take 25% OFF!
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or schedule online at

Before

www.lacoloradosprings.com
Tinseltown area in Target Shopping Center
and on Briargate – Also in Pueblo
Center Hours:
M-F 8:30 am - 7:00 pm,
Saturday 8:30 am - 1:00 pm
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**Based on a full service program. Payable in advance. Setup and optional supplements extra. Not to be
used in conjunction with other offers. *Individual weight loss will vary. ©2007 LA Weight Loss Franchise Co.

1-866-303-TRIM
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• Lose weight while enjoying your favorite foods and restaurants!
• Learn the secrets to eating more while losing weight!
• Have more energy than you ever thought possible!
• Look and feel younger!

For a FREE consultation call NOW
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As a member of the Healthy Heroes program you’ll enjoy
all these beneﬁts at a discounted rate of 25% OFF!

Bill Crawford lost
126 pounds in 39 weeks!*
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