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Staff Sgt. James Parker runs to the middle of the
taxiway to martial an RC-135 Rivet Joint
Reconnaissance aircraft that is departing for
Southwest Asia. The RC-135 Rivet Joint is the only
aircraft that has been deployed continuously for
6,000 days.

On Jan. 1, the Peterson AFB Club
system officially merged into one facility, Building. 1013, formerly the
Officers’ Club.
Facilitators want to give the club a
name that represents the greater
Peterson community and are asking
airmen for ideas.
E-mail suggestions to Julie Schwartz
at julie.schwartz@peterson.af.mil. A
$100 gift certificate from the 21st
Services Squadron will be awarded for
the winning entry.

Vehicle registration
The Pass and Registration office at the
visitors’ center is currently out of “year”
stickers and has suspended registration
until it has more stickers to resume vehicle
registration and renewal. For information, call the visitor center at 556-6406.

Volunteers wanted
The Team Pete First Term Airmen
Center is looking for volunteer drivers
with passenger van driver’s licenses in
the PAFB transportation system to drive
15-passenger vans and buses for large
FTAC classes. To volunteer, or for information, e-mail Master Sgt. Kristin Clark.

Military job fair
A military family job fair is scheduled
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Feb. 8 at the
Sheraton Hotel, 2886 S. Circle Drive. The
event offers free education and training
activities such as “Identifying Your Career
Goals” and “I Can Do A Lot — So How
Do I Sell It?”
More Briefs page 8

Green Eggs and Ham
Peterson Library offers story time

SOUTHWEST ASIA (AFNEWS) —
Most military units rotate through the
U.S. Central Command area of responsibility in cycles ranging from four
months to one year. After each deployment, the squadron returns to its home
base for training and reconstitution.
But members of the 55th Wing at
Offutt Air Force Base, Neb., called the
763rd Expeditionary Reconnaissance
Squadron while deployed, have been on
one long deployment — for more than
16 years.
“This milestone is a real testament to
the patriotism and commitment of the
aircrews and maintainers of the 55th
Wing,” said Lt. Col. Doug Sachs, the
763rd Expeditionary Reconnaissance
Squadron commander. “Their sacrifice
over the years has added valuable intelligence services to our warfighting com-

manders and nation’s leadership.”
The intelligence-gathering unit has
operated during much of its 6,000 days
deployed at an “above max surge” level
— 54 of the last 63 months. Aircrews
and maintainers leave for Southwest
Asia several times each year for virtually their entire military career. Some
officers began as young lieutenants
when the RC-135 Rivet Joint aircraft
first left Nebraska bound for Saudi
Arabia Aug. 9, 1990, as Operation
Desert Shield began. They’re now
commanders at the little-known
squadron.
The RC-135 squadron, nicknamed
“Sundawgs,” now operates in the U.S.
Central Command area of responsibility
from an undisclosed location.
“The value of the RC-135 Rivet Joint
as an intelligence-gathering platform

was proven during Desert Storm,” Sachs
said. “Since then, the aircraft has transitioned from a Cold War asset to an
important part of our modern terroristfighting force.”
The RC-135 is an extensively modified C-135 aircraft (a militarized version of the Boeing 707) packed with an
on-board sensor suite, allowing the mission crew to detect, identify and trace signals throughout the electromagnetic
spectrum. The 25-person mission crew
can forward information to a wide range
of users via the Rivet Joint’s extensive
communications suite.
See Days page 11
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New commissary taking shape
By Debbie Evert
Space Guardian

Inside the Guardian
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Carlos Gerardo and Jason Guerrero install closed-circuit
television cameras in the commissary.

What’s now a skeleton of exposed
steel beams and a smathering of plaster
and drywall will be a lively and larger
commissary and base exchange when it
opens June 5 near Peterson’s east gate.
Electrical and plumbing lines have
been laid. Interior walls have been constructed. Crews are now busy mudding drywall, laying tile and pasting
wallpaper. Soon they’ll begin laying
carpet.
A glance at the construction shows the
commissary is taking shape. Exposed
duct work has been painted Air Force
blue and walls are being prepared for an
application of eggshell white.
Department signs will be hung after
the walls have been painted.
In anticipation of the opening, managers are already preparing to transfer
some of the commissary goods.

“We’re beginning to take down
shelving in the (current) warehouse,”
said Bobby Mings, the commissary
manager. “The equipment here will be
either returned to the vendor or sold at
auction.”
He looks forward to using new equipment, including grocery carts. By April,
Mings hopes to transfer non-perishable
items to the new shelving.
Mike Friedman, Army Air Force
Exchange Service store manager is
looking forward to the new design and
features that will be installed in several
departments.
In the old commissary, Building 1425,
customers have to maneuver between
small aisles and overstocked television
boxes and other electronics items during
their shopping visit.
“The new department is much more
state of the art,” Friedman said. “HDTV
See Facility page 5
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Jennifer Pohm and her two children — 3-year-old Grant, and 17-month-old Madeleine — participate in story time with
Kathy Kucharski at the Peterson Air Force Base Library.
cars. They also like to splash in the puddles.”
They like it so much, Kucharski said, that
in late December she saw a group of kids waddling through the snow bundled in heavy
coats.
Funds are limited to purchase books, and
sometimes Kucharski has used her own money
to “test” books with the children. If they like
the stories, the title goes on a list. The book is
added to her collection of thousands, both at the
library and at home.
Kucharski keeps several lists during the year.
Sometimes a unit will have extra money and

ask if it can help the library purchase books or
other resources. She gives them the list.
The summer reading program is another
event just for children. Prizes are awarded each
week to kids who read books. A party concludes
the six- to 10-week program.
“We focus on the amount of time reading
and not the number of books read,” Kucharski
said. “It helps to instill reading as a habit.”
The library is open from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Mondays-Thursdays.; 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Fridays
and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturdays. It is closed
Sundays and holidays.
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Kathy Kucharski loves to read, so it’s fitting
that she’s the director of the base library.
And, it’s understandable why she reinstated
story time for children when she joined the library staff in 1999.
The program had stopped because of poor attendance. Kucharski reintroduced it with a different philosophy.
“If two or three come, then it’s worth it,” she
said.
Story time for children is offered Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays. Wednesdays are open to
the public and any child is welcome to attend.
Thursdays and Fridays are reserved for children
from the Child Development Center.
Jennifer Pohm recently brought her two children — 3-year-old Grant, and 17-month-old
Madeleine — to story time. She and husband,
Staff Sgt. Robert Pohm, assigned to Cheyenne
Mountain Station, arrived two weeks ago from
Alaska.
Pohm said she has worked to instill a love of
reading in her children. That love took the newcomers to the library. She returned a bag full of
books and left with a refill.
“Although this is only our second week, we
will be making it a weekly activity,” she said.
Children between the ages of 3 and 5 are
some of Kucharski’s favorite ages.
“This is the age to get them excited about
reading,” she said. “When they’re older, they’re
distracted away. If they remember how exciting
it was to read, perhaps they’ll be drawn back.”
CDC worker Fleta Huey said the children love
to come to story time. “They love the stories but
also the walk to the library. During the short
jaunt, we talk about the snow and the colors of
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SBIRS instructors holding keys
to ground floor for new payload
By Staff Sgt. Don Branum
SCHRIEVER AIR FORCE BASE — Future
Space Based Infrared Systems crews will get in on
the ground level of Air Force Space Command’s
most advanced payload as they train at the 460th
Operations Group Detachment 1.
Training on SBIRS’ newest satellite will give students an historic chance to involve themselves with
a new mission at the ground level, said Capt. Paul
Contoveros, Detachment 1’s chief of operations
training and lead instructor.
“It’s a once-in-a-career opportunity,” Contoveros
said. “We’ll be providing some of the most accurate
missile warning data once this is complete — even
better than DSP’s (the Defense Support Program), a
proven system, extremely useful. This will be a step
above that. It will provide more honed, more accurate data.”
The SBIRS satellite is parked in an inclined, elliptical orbit, which carries it from 300 miles above the
earth to geosynchronous orbit and back every 12
hours. This gives operators better data at higher latitudes on the earth’s surface. It also is more sensitive, allowing airmen to detect fainter missile
launches and pinpoint them with greater accuracy.
“In addition, we have a taskable sensor,”
Contoveros said. “We can point the sensor wherever we like to capture targets of opportunity.”
The taskable sensor makes the SBIRS satellite
unique within AFSPC, something Contoveros said
he hopes students will enjoy.
Ten airmen from around AFSPC, many of them
cross-trainees, will begin training on SBIRS here.
Training began Jan.12 for crew commanders and
crew chiefs. System crew chiefs, mission management
operators and planners began training Jan. 16.
Each position will learn something different in

Photo by Russ Underwood, courtesy of Lockheed Martin

the class, Contoveros said. System crew chiefs will
learn the ins and outs of the payload and ground
system. Mission crew chiefs will learn how to interpret technical data from the satellite into missile
warning and battlespace situational awareness.
Mission management operators and planners will
learn how to take advantage of the taskable sensor
to schedule targets of opportunity. Crew commanders will receive familiarization on all other aspects of the mission and will learn how to combine
the parts into an effective team.
“We’re working closely with our partners at the
Combined Task Force,” Contoveros said. Students
will go on site for one week to learn what aspects of
SBIRS have changed since the instructors finished
their lesson plan. In addition, instructors meet once
a week with the Combined Task Force to talk about
SBIRS developments.
“The training will continue to evolve because we’re
still in a testing phase,” Contoveros said. “Things
change from day to day. Software continues to be
honed. Testing continues to be successful, and as
testing is successful, new tests begin, and procedures
and software changes depending on the results.”
The new SBIRS satellite received a clean bill of
health in November after space operators completed
initial early on-orbit checkout of the satellite’s systems.
The sensor is designed to detect ballistic missile
launches such as ICBMs and Scuds. However, its application is not limited to missile launches. It can
also detect large explosions and fires, which may
make it a valuable tool for other government agencies.
A second highly elliptical orbit satellite was delivered in September 2005. Two SBIRS geosynchronous satellites are scheduled to launch in 2008 and
2009.

50th Space Wing Public Affairs

Lockheed Martin’s Space Based Infrared Systems team tested the Highly Elliptical Orbit1 payload at Northrop Grumman’s Azusa, Calif., facility prior to launch. The HEO payload
can scan a larger region than the current system for ballistic missile launches. Training
began Jan. 12 at Schriever Air Force Base for SBIRS crews.
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TacSat-2 micro satellite mission launch a success

structed by the Space Vehicles Directorate,
and the Common Data Link tactical radio,
will make a significant impact on deployed
forces. The former will demonstrate lowcost, high-quality photography, and the

latter will provide communication and
image transmissions to a U.S. Navy facility
at China Lake, Calif.
Additional trials involve the integrated
global positioning system occultation receiver, which will compute high-precision
location information for the spacecraft, recycled solar array panels that produce 500
watts of power and autonomous operations.
TacSat-2 represents a partnership between
AFRL, NASA, the Department of Defense’s
Space Test Program (Space and Missile
Systems Center’s Space Development and
Test Wing), the Naval Research Laboratory,
the Army Space Program Office, Air Force
Space Command and the Space Warfare
Center.
The micro satellite was built by MicroSat
Systems Inc., with the command and data
handling system, electrical power system,
as well as the flight software supplied by
Broad Reach Engineering. Jackson and Tull
provided the integration and testing of
TacSat-2.

in addition to the eyeglass store.
“The process takes a while and requires
congressional approval,” Friedman said.
“The contract hasn’t been finalized yet regarding who the optometrist will be, but we
will know soon.”
The military clothing sales store will join
the mall area and will replace the one near
Ent Federal Credit Union and 5-Star Bank.
Vendors will be able to set up kiosks, with
electricity available for each station.
“We’re just about finished putting in
freezer cases (in the commissary),” said
Dillon Whisler, Defense Commissary

Agency technical inspector. “We’re starting
to put in flooring in the meat and deli areas
and we’re painting inside.”
Administrative areas are almost complete.
Crews are working on sales areas and the
food court.
Keith Flynn, technical inspector for the
BX, said there have been challenges, but
they’ve been overcome.
“There are five modules of design (within
the AAFES system), and this is the first time
we’ve used this module,” he said. “We’re
working out the bugs.”

By Michael P. Kleiman
Air Force Research Laboratory Space Directorate,
Public Affairs

Courtesy Illustration

The TacSat-2 micro satellite has begun
operations on a planned six- to 12-month
experimental mission.
The spacecraft was launched onboard a
Minotaur I rocket from the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration’s
Wallops Island Flight Facility, Wallops Island,
Va., at 5 a.m. Mountain time on Dec. 16.
Within minutes of the leaving the launch
pad, the micro satellite, managed by the Air
Force Research Laboratory’s Space Vehicles
Directorate, Kirtland Air Force Base, N.M.,
entered into a circular orbit at a 40-degree
inclination about 255 miles above the earth.
“At this early point in the flight, all of the
spacecraft’s components are functioning
properly, and the system is performing like
clockwork,” said Neal Peck, TacSat-2 program manager. “The project team is excited about the positive start to a milestone
mission for the future of rapid, responsive
space operations.”

Featuring 11 instrument packages,
the TacSat-2 mission will include
experiments directly supporting the
warfighter on the ground.

Featuring 11 instrument packages, the
TacSat-2 mission will include experiments
directly supporting warfighters on the
ground.
Two trials, the 20-inch telescope, con-

Facility: Grand opening
From page 1
screens and plasma TVs will be on display,
with some showing the military channel
and the AAFES shopping network. The displays are brand new to the AAFES system.”
Customers will still be available to try out
electronic games in several display areas.
The food court also has been redesigned

— what is now minute will become massive. Currently, the food court seats 16, but
the new area will provide seating for 252.
With the addition of several new franchises,
the relocation of the Robin Hood
Sandwiches and the return of Anthony’s
Pizza, the area will provide food and snacks
for all culinary tastes.
The mall area will house an optometry
office, with exam rooms and a laboratory
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Letter to Airmen:
The following airmen re-enlisted during
December:
Master Sgt. Lillian Tisby Sumpter, 21st
Aerospace Medicine Squadron; Staff Sgt.
Claire Beck, 21st Comptroller Squadron;
Staff Sgt. Carol Deskins, 21st Medical
Support Squadron; Tech Sgt. Stanley
Eddington, 21st Space Communications
Squadron; Staff Sgt. James Buchholz, OL
AH DMSP Systems Group; Tech. Sgt.
Jennifer Hughes, Space Command; Tech.
Sgt. Ani Arax Berberian, USAF Academy
Band; Staff Sgt. Rosalinda Mateo, 21st
Medical Operations Squadron; Senior
Airman Jason Beatty, 1st Space Control
Squadron; Staff Sgt. Jorge Antonio Barba,
21st Dental Squadron; Senior Airman Colt
Stevens, Space Logistics Group; Staff Sgt.
Rudy Ortiz, 21st Civil Engineer Squadron;
Staff Sgt. Jennifer McCord, 76th Space
Control Squadron; Master Sgt. Michael
Armstrong, 21st Logistics Readiness
Squadron; Senior Master Sgt. Susan Lasiter,
21st Civil Engineer Squadron; Senior
Airman Abigayle Navarro Tabita, 21st
Medical Support Squadron; Tech. Sgt. Jason
Merriam, 21st Services Squadron; Tech.
Sgt. Michael Rosseau, 21st Civil Engineer
Squadron; Tech. Sgt. Christopher Iannotti,
721st Communications Squadron; Senior
Airman Lavar Plummer, 21st Civil
Engineer Squadron; Senior Airman
Damian Hopkins, Space Logistics Group;
Senior Master Sgt. Ty Foster, 21st Space
Wing.
The Air Force Space Command 2006
annual safety award winners were announced Dec. 19. These individuals and organizations exemplify the highest

standards of professionalism and dedication to AFSPC’s successful safety programs. Winners from the 21st Space Wing
include:
AFSPC individual safety award of distinction, Category III – Tech. Sgt. Francis T.
Yeager; AFSPC individual safety award of
distinction, Category VIII – Darron A.
Haughn; and AFSPC unit safety award,
Category I – 21st Space Wing Safety Office.
The following master sergeants or master
sergeants-select completed the senior noncommissioned officer Professional
Enhancement Course on Dec. 1 and were
formally inducted into the SNCO corps.
Tech. Sgt. Scott Bergeski,
NORTHCOM
Tech. Sgt. Julia Croft, Defense
Intelligence Agency
Tech. Sgt. Teresa Gray, Air Force
Operational Test and Evaluation Center,
Det. 4
Master Sgt. Darrell Howell, AFSPC
Tech. Sgt. Gina, AFSPC
Tech. Sgt. John Kemp, 21st Dental
Squadron
Tech. Sgt. Craig Levandowski, 721st
Security Forces Squadron
Tech. Sgt. Alvaro Magana, 21st AMDS
Master Sgt. Thomas Martin, AFSPC
Tech. Sgt. Sandra Mitchell, 76th SPCS
Master Sgt. Ronald Powell, 21st Civil
Engineer Squadron
Tech. Sgt. Danny Schneeweis, 21st OSS
Tech. Sgt. Sarah Sparks, 21st MSS
Master Sgt. Vanessa White, 10th MSS
(USAFA)

Excellence in All We Do
The New Year is upon us and promises
to be as challenging as the past year, because a nation at war knows no rest.
Our Air Force has been at war for more
than 16 years, and we must plan for more.
The New Year gives us all an opportunity
to reflect on our achievements during the
past year and set new goals for what we
want to accomplish as individual airmen
and as an Air Force. One of the beacons
to guide you in forming these goals is the
core value of “Excellence in All We Do,”
and a mechanism to implement these
goals is AFSO21.
Having just returned from the
CENTCOM AOR, I know very well the
amazing things you are accomplishing
every day for our Air Force as you face
the rigors of serving in a combat zone.
Every airman’s dedication and attention
to detail in this demanding and unforgiving environment are what makes our
Air Force second to none. And I was also
proud to see airmen everywhere using
Air Force Smart Operations to strive for
excellence in their deployed workplaces.
Seemingly, simple suggestions, such as
rearranging tool rooms and weapons
storage facilities, saved time, money and
even lives, while giving us a more efficient and lethal organization.
But, AFSO21 does not just call for excellence in process improvement or organizational structure. The changes in
enabling functions are not ends themselves; rather they must lead to greater
combat capability. On my recent trip, I
was impressed by the airmen who added
IR sensors to their vehicles to search for

SAVE
46 Pc.
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Roadside
Emergency
Kit #22-5-02093-V.

IEDs. Other innovations, such as the
ROVER laptop, came from the
warfighters in the field who sought better
air/ground interoperability. From lifesaving ideas to increased operational capability, airmen continue to impress me
with their passion for finding a better way.
“Excellence” does not stop with singular achievements, which is why our
core value has the qualifier of “in All We
Do.” A culture of excellence must inform
and permeate all of our actions. AFSO21
assists us in achieving this excellence by
empowering our airmen to ask how we
can do things better. Excellence must be
our prevailing attitude.
To those of you who are returning
from deployment, I welcome you home
and encourage you to share your experiences from the field with your commanders, your fellow airmen and the
public. Your invaluable combat experience will contribute mightily to our collective pursuit of excellence, as long as
we capture your successes in combat and
codify them into relevant and realistic
training for others.
There is no doubt that we are the
greatest air, space and cyberspace force
in the world — no one can do what we
do on a daily basis. Yet we still have room
for improvement. Remember, our enemies are continually looking for ways to
defeat us, so it is critical we build upon
the successes of 2006. Make excellence
your hallmark for 2007. It’s what distinguishes us as airmen and as an Air Force.
Michael W. Wynne
Secretary of the Air Force
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inquire about product availability. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors or omissions.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK & EVENINGS FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE PRICES GUARANTEED Through JANUARY 27, 2007 Unless Otherwise Indicated
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Still much to do outdoors
during the dead of winter
By Amy Patsch
Peterson Health and Wellness Center,
Health Education Program Manager

Winter isn’t a time to just stay indoors
and wait for spring. There’s a whole wonderland of sports and activities out there
for the entire family.
Some fun winter recreation ideas include:
sledding, snowshoeing, skiing, snowmobiling, ice skating, snowboarding, hiking
and snow shoveling. Once outdoors, however, you may need to take extra steps to
keep your family safe in the cold. There are
plenty of ways to keep safe and stay fit
during the cold months.
Living in Colorado creates climactic
threats unlike many parts of the country.
By now, you have probably grown accustomed to Colorado winters: one day 60 degrees, the next day blizzard conditions. The
erratic weather can create havoc on the
plans of many outdoor enthusiasts.
Some strategy is required when outdoors
in the Rocky Mountain state. You’ve heard
it for years, “dress in layers,” but what does
this mean?
According to the USAF arctic survival
guide, layers consist of three “W’s”
1. Wicking — wicks away moisture
(sweat) from your body. Moisture can be
deadly (even if it’s 60 degrees outside). You
must stay dry to survive. Good wicking
clothing is polypro, under-armor and
thermal underwear.
2. Warm – face it, if you’re cold, no one
is having fun. The best material for warm
layering is wool.
3. Weather — now that you’re dry and
warm, we must protect the two inner layers
with a shell. A good shell will protect you
from the wind, rain and snow. Gortex ma-

terial is the best option to protect you from
the elements.
Don’t be fooled by the temperature, it
might be 35 degrees outside, but if the wind
is blowing at 25 mph, then it will feel like 23
degrees. It is important to factor in the effect
of the wind chill.
If you don’t heed cold weather safety
advice, serious health problems can result.
The most common cold-related problems
are hypothermia and frostbite.
Hypothermia occurs when body heat is
lost faster than it can be replaced. Some
symptoms include: shivering, exhaustion,
confusion, memory loss or slurred speech.
If this happens:
 Get the victim out of cold to warm area.
 Get the victim out of wet or tight
clothing.
 Keep the victim dry.
 Get the victim into loose warm clothes
or blanket.
 Warm the center of the victim’s body
first.
 Give warm (room temperature) sugary
liquids, but avoid caffeinated and alcoholic
beverages.
Frostbite occurs when the skin actually
freezes and loses water. These signs may
indicate frostbite: a white or grayish-yellow
skin area, skin that feels unusually firm or
waxy or numbness. If this happens:
 Don’t rub affected body part.
 Don’t use hot baths or heat producing
devices.
 Don’t break blisters.
 Warm frozen body parts with clothing,
blankets or room temperature water.
 Once warm, exercise the body part,
except don’t walk on frostbitten feet.

How to prevent cervical cancer
By Amy Patsch
Peterson Health and Wellness Center,
Health Education Program Manager

Cervical cancer prevention starts at a
young age.
Girls as young as 9 can take action to protect themselves, so listen up if you have
young daughters. There is a new vaccine
that protects women from four high-risk
strains of human papillomavirus, commonly referred to as HPV.
HPV is a viral infection spread through
skin-to-skin sexual contact. HPV is a combination of more than 100 viruses, with at
least 30 strains known to cause different
types of cancer. Twenty-three types are
known to infect the cervix, and more than
a dozen of these cause cervical cancer. The
four strains of HPV that are covered in the
vaccine are known to cause the majority of
cervical cancer cases and genital wart cases.
The HPV vaccine, Gardasil, is recommended for ages 11-12, and can be given to
girls as young as 9. The vaccine is also recommended for 13- to 26-year-olds who have not
yet received or completed the vaccine series.
The vaccine is given through a series of
three shots over a six-month period. Some
parents’ question why it is recommended
for such young girls. The fact is the vaccine
is most effective before a female is sexually
active and has not acquired any of the four
HPV types covered by the vaccine.
The Peterson AFB clinic has HPV vaccine available. Call 556-1118 for more information.
It is important to note that the HPV

vaccine may not fully protect everyone and
does not prevent all types of cervical cancer,
so it is important to still take other cervical
cancer preventive measures.
Additional preventive steps include: getting a Pap smear on a regular basis, limiting
the amount of sexual partners you have,
quitting smoking and avoiding secondhand
smoke, using a condom and following up on
abnormal Pap smears.
All of these steps are important, but getting a Pap smear on a regular basis is the
most critical. Pap smear is the screening
tool used to detect cervical cancer.
Unfortunately, 11 percent of U.S. women
report they do not have regular cervical
cancer screening. A woman who does not
have cervical cancer screening on a regular
basis significantly increases her chances of
developing cervical cancer.
The American Cancer Society recommends that Pap testing begin three years
after the onset of sexual activity or at age
21. For women 30 and younger, test annually with a conventional Pap test or every two
years if using liquid based Pap test. For
women 30 and older, testing may be done
every two or three years after three consecutive normal Pap tests.
By following all six preventative steps,
a woman can greatly decrease her risk of
developing HPV and cervical cancer.
Every year in the United States about 6.2
million people get HPV. An estimated 14,000
women are diagnosed with cervical cancer
each year and more than 3,900 women die in
the United States annually from this disease.

Short-term cash problems
ruining your long-term prospects?
If you’re serious about making a change in how you manage your
money, then the Asset Recovery Kit (ARK) Program can help.
ARK will provide military and DoD personnel and your families with a
short-term loan to help meet your immediate cash needs. As long as you
agree to undertake ﬁnancial counseling (located at 5262 N. Academy
Blvd., Suite 1000, Colorado Springs), you may borrow up to 80% of your
net pay to a maximum of $500. The loan is offered at a $6 ﬂat fee with
no credit report—BUT you must agree to ﬁnancial couseling.
Take control of your ﬁnances. Contact one of our representatives
at Pentagon Federal Credit Union and ask how ARK may be able to
change your life.

Come talk with us today.
Colorado Springs Branch:
6045 Barnes Road
Tuesday–Friday, 8:30AM–5PM; Saturday 9AM–3PM



9RWHG
³%HVW1HWZRUNLQJ
(YHQWV´E\UHDGHUVLQ
7KH&RORUDGR6SULQJV
%XVLQHVV-RXUQDO¶V
%HVWRI&RORUDGR
6SULQJV%XVLQHVV

0,/,7$5<)$0,/<-2%)$,5
(YHQWRSHQWR0LOLWDU\0HPEHUVDQGWKHLU)DPLOLHV5HWLUHG
6HSDUDWHG0LOLWDU\5HVHUYHVDQG*XDUG0HPEHUV
3URRIRI6HUYLFH5HTXLUHGIRU(QWU\
3DUWLFLSDQWVVKRXOGEULQJFRSLHVRIWKHLUUHVXPHV%XVLQHVV&DUGV(QFRXUDJHG
 )(%58$5<6KHUDWRQ+RWHODPSP

&DUHHU2SSRUWXQLWLHVRIIHUHGLQ
'HSDUWPHQWRI'HIHQVH,QGXVWULHV(QJLQHHULQJ,QIRUPDWLRQ7HFKQRORJ\
$GPLQLVWUDWLYH6XSSRUW)LQDQFH3XEOLF6DIHW\+HDOWK&DUH/DZ(QIRUFHPHQW
(GXFDWLRQ7UDGH,QGXVWULHV&XVWRPHU6HUYLFH5HWDLO+RVSLWDOLW\
0DQXIDFWXULQJDQGPDQ\RWKHUV
6RPHH[KLELWRUVZLOOUHTXLUHDQDFWLYHVHFXULW\FOHDUDQFH

:K\\RXQHHGWREHKHUH
0HHWTXDOLW\HPSOR\HUVIRU
\RXUQH[WFDUHHUPRYH

6LJQDWXUH6SRQVRUV

3UHVHQWHGE\

7+,6(9(17$/622))(56)5((
('8&$7,21$1'75$,1,1*$&7,9,7,(6
7+528*+2877+('$<
´,GHQWLI\LQJ<RXU&DUHHU*RDOVµ
3UHVHQWLQJ2UJDQL]DWLRQ'H9U\8QLYHUVLW\

´,&DQ'R$/RW²6R+RZ'R,6HOO,W"µ
3UHVHQWLQJ2UJDQL]DWLRQ1DWLRQDO$PHULFDQ
8QLYHUVLW\

´6R<RX$UH/HDYLQJWKH0LOLWDU\
³1RZ:KDW""µ
3UHVHQWLQJ2UJDQL]DWLRQ:RUOG)LQDQFLDO*URXS
,Q.LQG6SRQVRU

5HJLVWHUDW
KWWS0LOLWDU\)DPLO\-RE)DLU
3DUWLFLSDQW5HJLVWUDWLRQ
48(67,216
&RQWDFW/HR&KDQH\93RI0LOLWDU\$IIDLUV
DWOHR#FVFFRUJRUFDOO

SPACE GUARDIAN
Thursday, January 18, 2007

8

www.csmng.com

B a s e
Armed forces blood drive
The U.S. Air Force Academy and Fort Carson are hosting
a joint Armed Services Blood Program blood drive March
19-23. Blood collected during this drive will benefit members of the armed forces, helping to meet the needs of those
engaged in combat operations.
To generate the most participation, the armed forces
remind military members, their families and friends, that
they may only donate blood every 56 days. They respectfully
ask that you do not donate blood to other organizations between now and the blood drive in March.
The Department of Defense is a prime customer for blood
products and has a great need for blood, especially during
this time of conflict.
During the academy’s drive last year, blood collected here
was processed within 72 hours and sent to those who are deployed within seven days. Your contributions will save the
lives of those who are deployed. For more information, contact Capt. Uriah Orland, USAFA/PAM, 333-7608.

B r i e f s

use to accomplish this objective is the HCAC. We provide
updates about health care program enhancements and explain changes to the health care system at this forum.

Work out child care at the Fitness Center
Moms and dads with young children can work out and keep
an eye on junior at the same time when they use the SelfSupervised Child Care Area in the fitness center. The room
has cardio equipment, free weights, a color TV and music.
It provides a safe area for kids where they can play with their
toys or watch their favorite movie while their parents work
out. The area is open during normal operating hours. For more
information and a tour, visit the front desk or call 556-4462.

New Tricare premiums
The active duty Tricare Dental Program premium rates
for the Feb. 1, 2007 – Jan. 31, 2008 benefit year are $11.05
for Single Premium (one family member) and $27.63 for
Family Premium (more than one family member).
The new amounts will be deducted from military pay accounts in the January 2007 Leave and Earning Statement.
Information about payment options can be found at www.
TRICAREdentalprogram.com.

Dine at the Peterson Club
The Enlisted Club closed Dec. 17 and operations were
combined with the Officers Club, where there’s a salad bar,
sit-down service in the dining room and a quick-dining
option in the main lounge. There’s a buffet Wednesdays and
Fridays and build-your-own sandwiches on Thursdays.

Health care council forum
Col. Mark L. Allen, Commander, 21st Medical Group
cordially invites airmen to participate in the upcoming
Healthcare Consumer’s Advisory Council forum. The forum
is scheduled for 3 p.m. Jan. 29 at the Peterson Club. All
members are encouraged to participate. Our accrediting
organizations require that we provide our customers an opportunity to express their concerns, ask questions and to
provide feedback on the health care plan. The forum we

EDP” account as soon as possible, and everyone should
check their virtual MPF account weekly for new information. For information, call Master Sgt. Kristin Clark, Team
Pete career assistance adviser, at 556-9226.

Homebrew fest
The Peterson Club is having a Homebrew Fest from 4:30
to 10 p.m. Feb. 23. Categories include: Stout, IPA, Fruit Beer,
Light Lager and Winter Specialty. Admission is $7 for club
members and $10 for non-members. For information or to
register, call Curtis at 556-4181 or 574-4110.

New enlisted tool
“My EDP” or “My Enlisted Professional Development” is
a new force development tool for enlisted members, accessible through the Air Force Portal, which brings together the
various Web sites and applications for airmen.
After creating a “My EPD” account, you are automatically recognized each time you go to “My EDP.”
All enlisted members are encouraged to create a “My

Marrow donor registration
The C.W. Bill Young Department of Defense Blood Marrow
Program is registering potential donors from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Jan. 22 in the atrium of the Mission Support Facility, Building
350, 135 Dover St.
For more information, contact Master Sgt. Kristin Clark at
244-0959 or kristin.clark@peterson.af.mil.
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Focus on the Family Welcome Center is a treasure
By Nel Lampe
CSMNG

Photo by Nel Lampe

When snow covers playgrounds and
parks, where can families go so children can
play? The Welcome Center at the Focus on
the Family campus on the north side of
Colorado Springs is one answer.
It’s the perfect place for the family on a
wintry day, with a treasure trove of free activities.
After arriving at the campus, just off
Briargate Parkway, stop at the Welcome
Center. There are plenty of parking spaces.
Enter the lobby, where you’ll be greeted by
friendly staff members. There’s absolutely
no charge or obligation for visitors to use
the Welcome Center. Visitors’ names are not
entered on mailing or call lists.
The Welcome Center staff asks only that
visitors wear a name tag while in the center
and that parents supervise their children.
Focus on the Family is a Christian ministry that broadcasts radio programs with
a family theme and publishes books and
magazines. The organization also airs an
animated television show called “Adventures
in Odyssey.”
Focus on the Family moved its headquarters from California to Colorado Springs in
1991.
The Welcome Center was added in 1994.
It attracts thousands of visitors each year.
If arriving before noon, ask about the free
film showing in the auditorium. The main
floor has exhibits about the Focus on the
Family organization and mission, art galleries and a coffee stand, “Solid Grounds,”
which serves complimentary coffee and tea.

The toddler room, called Camp What-a-Nut, is popular with toddlers and their parents. Slides, logs and tunnels are there for children to explore.
There’s a Kids’ Matinee theater where visitors can watch animated films or use interactive computers.
In the basement is the Kids’ Corner, which

has “Adventures in Odyssey” cartoons about
Connie, Eugene, Liz and Aubrey, who experience adventures while applying good
morale values to situations. Whit is the car-

See Focus page 10
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Rate and offer current as of January 1, 2007 and are subject to change. Rate
dependent on amount borrowed, term, and model year. Car Loan example:
$10,000 loan at 5.49% APR, 72 monthly payments
of approximately $163 each. Rate applies to online
applications only. Otherwise, the applicable APR is 5.79%.

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency.

Your savings insured up to $100,000.
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Focus: Welcome Center
From page 9
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Photo by Nel Lampe

There’s no charge for activities in the play
area, which include a 75-foot-long twisting
slide, called “A-Bend-A-Go.” There are some
restrictions for using the slide: children
must be at least 43 and a one-half inches
tall. Anyone taller than 5 feet 9 inches
should not ride the slide nor should people
with bad backs, heart conditions or those
wearing a cast.
Kids’ Corner also has a climbing apparatus, a replica of a B-17 aircraft to explore,
interactive television screens and benches.
Next to the play area is the Soda Shoppe,
where reasonably priced refreshments are
available. Lunch deals are priced at less than
$4 and include your choice of a hot dog,
hamburger, pizza or nachos, plus a cookie
and a soft drink. Smoothies, root-beer floats
and several snack items also are available.
Tables and chairs accommodate several
families, with a few tables outside for good
weather dining.
There’s also a Video Cave with a large
screen that runs nonstop videos, including
“Veggie Tales” or “Adventures in Odyssey”
episodes. Viewers sit on rock-like benches
or sprawl on the carpet.
Down the hall is The Discovery
Emporium, which includes a stage for impromptu acting or singing, with a wardrobe
section filled with costumes.
A puppet theater has an assortment of
puppets awaiting child puppeteers.
Books are provided for visitors who want
to settle in for a quiet read.
A radio studio, KYDS, operates from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. Visitors can sign up for an
appointed time to record a radio program

from a written script. Up to four members
can participate, taking home a free compact disk of their performance.
A “Narnia Room” allows a visitor to enter
through an antique wardrobe. They can participate in a scavenger hunt for 20 items related to the elements found in “The
Chronicles of Narnia.”
A “Foley Room,” named after the creator
of sound effects used on radio, TV and in
films, allows a visitor to create sound effects.
Book your child’s next birthday party at
Focus on the Family Welcome Center.
Birthday parties can be held in the J&J
Antiques room or the Fire Station from
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. or 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.,
Monday through Saturday. Each room holds
about 15 guests. The Welcome Center
allows party refreshments to be brought in,
or guests can make prior arrangements to
purchase menu items at the Soda Shoppe.
There is no charge for using the room and
guests can participate in various activities in
the Welcome Center before or after their
party.
To book a party, call 531-3400, ext. 1905.
New at the Welcome Center is a toddler
room, called Camp What-a-Nut. It’s brightly
decorated with murals and is popular with
parents and toddlers.
Focus on the Family’s national radio
broadcasts are made from a studio in the
national headquarters building. Visitors may
call 531-2400 to make arrangements to
watch a broadcast.
Visitors also may take a guided walking
tour of the headquarters Monday through
Saturday at 9, 10 and 11 a.m. as well as 1, 2,
3 and 4 p.m. The tour allows visitors to look
at Focus on the Family facilities and learn

A B-17 replica can be explored in the Kids’ Corner at Focus on the Family.
about the mission. The tour takes about an
hour. Visitors can buy lunch in the administrative building cafeteria from 11:30 a.m.
to 1:45 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Before leaving the Welcome Center, visit
the bookstore on the main floor where inspirational books and tapes are sold. There
also are greeting cards, T-shirts and videos
and tapes. “Adventures in Odyssey,” “Veggie
Tales” and “Ribbits” episodes are sold.
“The Chronicles of Narnia” books on
disk, part of Focus on the Family’s Radio
Theatre, can be purchased in the book store.
To learn more about Focus on the
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Family’s cartoons, visit www.Family.org and
click on “Welcome Center” or visit
www.WhitsEnd.org for activities or to learn
which local stations carry radio theater
broadcasts.
The Welcome Center is open from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. On
Saturday it is open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. It
is closed Sundays and major holidays.
The Focus on the Family campus is at
8685 Explorer Drive, off Briargate Parkway.
Take Interstate 25 to Exit 151. The Welcome
Center is a low building near the entrance.
(Courtesy of the Fort Carson Mountaineer)
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Pick up your copy of
the Space Guar dian all
ar ound Peterson AFB
at the same locations
the Obser ver was
available.

What if… a bank catered to the needs of the
military? You’d call it yours. Your FSB.
At FSB, we work with our service men
and women to meet their needs. For
those deployed overseas we have Internet
banking and Internet bill pay. We also
offer overdraft protection services,
competitive auto loans, educational IRAs,
and several different types of checking
accounts. Your Service. Your Home
Front. Your FSB.

Calhan . 458 Colorado Ave. . 719 347-2727 . Ellicott . 445 N. Ellicott Hwy . 719 683-3999
Falcon . 7025 Meridian Road . 719 495-3650 . Internet Banking: www.yourfsb.com

667-3880
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Carnivale

Academy concerts

Manitou Springs will have its annual Carnivale Parade at 1
p.m. Feb. 17. The parade is a Mardi Gras-style celebration of art,
food and good times. Participants are needed. Call 685-4317 for
information. Preceding the parade, a Mumbo Jumbo Gumbo
Cook-Off is scheduled for 11 a.m. at Soda Springs Park.

The Air Force Academy Concerts series includes Bill
Engvall on Feb. 10, “Wonderful Town” on March 3 and Chip
Davis and Mannheim Steamroller on May 4. Call the
academy box office at 333-4497 for information. Shows are
at Arnold Hall Theater.

Great Fruitcake Toss

IMAX festival

The annual “Great Fruitcake Toss” has been rescheduled
because of snow to Jan. 20 at the Manitou Springs High
School football track. Registration is at 9:30 a.m. and competitions begin at 10. Bring your own unwanted fruitcake to
throw. A limited number of fruitcakes are available for $1
rental. Call 685-5089 for information.

The IMAX theater in the Denver Museum of Nature and
Science is re-running its top six films, as selected by the
public. “Everest,” Blue Planet,” “Dolphins,” “Seasons,” “Africa:
The Serengeti,” and “Shackleton’s Antarctic Adventure” will
be shown daily.
Admission is $8 for adults and $6 for children 3-18. Call
(303) 322-7009 or visit www.dmns.org. for schedules.
The festival runs through March 15. The Denver Museum
of Nature and Science is at 2001 Colorado Blvd.

Life and times of Buffalo Bill
The Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum is hosting a free
event about Buffalo Bill Cody at 2 p.m. Jan. 20 at the
museum, 215 S. Tejon. Bill Mooney will tell stories about
Buffalo Bill’s life. Reservations are required. Call 385-5990.

Theater
“The Last Night of Ballyhoo,” a comedy, will be performed
at 8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and at 2 p.m. Sundays

Days: 6,000 and counting
From page 1
Having been deployed continuously for
such a long period has led to several creative
solutions to manage manpower and aircraft.
Instead of following the standard Air
Expeditionary Force rotation schedule used
throughout the Air Force, 55th Wing Airmen
work a 60-days-on/six-days-off schedule.

It’s not uncommon for Airmen assigned to
the unit to have 15 or more deployments
with their squadron; a few have worked
through 20-plus deployments so far during
their careers. For example, Tech. Sgt. Troy
Manges, an RC-135 crew chief, has served on
16 deployments, totaling five years deployed
with the Air Force and the 55th Wing.
Master Sgt. Doug Young, an airborne mission supervisor, has lost count of his total

Have a story to tell
or an idea to share?
E-mail
Space.Guardian@
csmng.com.
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Musicals
The award winning “Mamma Mia!” is at the Pikes Peak
Center, Jan. 16-21. The musical is based on the music of
“Abba.” Tickets start at $39.50. For information, call 520-7469.
The Pikes Peak Center is at 190 S. Cascade Ave.
“Jesus Christ, Superstar” is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. Feb.
13-14 at the Pikes Peak Center. Tickets start at $32. For information, call 520-SHOW.

Concerts
The Goo Goo Dolls are at the Pikes Peak Center on Feb.
19. Tickets start at $37. For information, call 520-SHOW.
Lyle Lovett, John Hiatt, Joe Ely and Guy Clark are scheduled to perform at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 8 at the Pikes Peak Center,
190 S. Cascade Ave.
Tickets start at $49.50. For information, call 520-SHOW.
(Compiled by Nel Lampe, Fort Carson Mountaineer)

number of deployments. Adding together
all his rotations and deployments through
the years, “it’s well over 1,500 days,” he said.
“This puts a heavy burden on spouses and
children faced with the prospect of constantly having a parent at home only halftime,” said Capt. Rabi David, 55th Aircraft
Maintenance Unit officer in charge. “The
real heroes of this milestone are the families
that have endured this grueling schedule
throughout these 16-plus years and continue to support our team.
“The dedicated aircrew and aircraft maintainers in these units are committed to this
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through Jan. 28 at the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center,
30 W. Dale St. For information, call the box office at 6345583. Tickets are $22.



job for one reason: They know they’re
making a difference every day in the strength
of the Air Force by providing real-time intelligence to the warfighter.”
“As a vital part of our force structure, the
Rivet Joint aircraft and aircrew are always in
high demand,” said Lt. Gen. Gary L. North,
commander of U.S. Central Command Air
Forces. “These airmen and their families are
truly the embodiment of ‘Service before Self.
“Airmen have kept this streak going on
the ground and in the air. Airmen continue
to make this mission a success. Airmen have
made the difference.”
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TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!

Change lives, touch
the future…..TEACH!

No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!
• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.

Have you thought about becoming a teacher?
Do you serve or have you served in the military?
(Active Duty, Guard, Reserves, Retired, Transitioning)
Are you a spouse of a military member?
Attend a Workshop/Lunch in the
Peterson AFB Officers Club - February 22, 2007
11:00 am to 1:00 pm – This event is FREE
to all participants. (RSVP is Required)
RSVP to the Colorado Troops to Teachers
Office at 1-800-438-6851, 719-262-4107
or colottt@uccs.edu
Sponsored by:
Western Governors University

referral is
No Primary Care
ply call for
necessary. Sim
an appointment.

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.
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NORTHCOM escapes close game with a narrow win
By Walt Johnson
CSMNG

NORTHCOM’s Steve “Stretch” Armstrong
hit a three-point field goal with less than 20
seconds remaining to give his team a 39-36
victory against the 21st Civil Engineer
Squadron on Jan. 11 at the base Sports and
Fitness Center.
The game was close from start to finish,
with both teams making key offensive and
defensive plays.
The largest lead in the game was seven
points by NORTHCOM.
NORTHCOM took a five point lead into
the halftime.
Both teams played excellent defense and
neither was able to find an offensive rhythm.
Late into the second half, the engineers put
together a five-point run to take a 33-32
lead.
NORTHCOM, though, was able to get a
two-point basket to retake the lead.
With the game tied and less than a minute
to play, NORTHCOM’s Charles Hill stole
the ball and raced up the court. Hill passed
the ball to Armstrong, who sank the threepointer that would prove to be the deciding
points.
After the game Hill said his team expected just the type of contest it got form the
Engineers.
“I have been nursing a sore ankle and
after I stole the ball I knew that if I could get
the ball to Stretch Armstrong he would bury
a shot for us like he has been doing all
season,” Hill said. “I wanted to put the game
in his hands and he came through for us by
making that clutch three-point shot and getting us a victory.”
Photo by Walt Johnson

A member of the NORTHCOM basketball team
shoots a layup during the second half of his team’s
victory.

Space Available.

There is room in the Air National Guard for men and
women with active duty experience. If you’re looking to
serve your community and country from your hometown,
then we have space available for you.

AIR NATIONAL GUARD

For information call 1-800-TO-GO-ANG

GoANG.COM
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Super Bowl Party
Fort Carson’s Special Events Center will host a Super Bowl party, including
showing the game on a 25-foot video screen, Feb. 4.
The party will feature an appearance by members of the St. Louis Rams
cheerleading team, who will be available for autographs and photo opportunities beginning at 2 p.m.
There will be free Godfather’s pizza and Pepsi for the first 1,000 Military ID
card holders. No coolers or lawn chairs will be allowed at the event.

Over 30 Basketball
Here is the schedule for next week’s Over 30 league games at the Peterson
Sports and Fitness Center.
Monday, 11 a.m., J1OC North vs.AFSPC/A1; noon, Headquarters Air Force
Space Command. vs. 21st Services; 1 p.m., 76 Space Control Squadron vs.
AFSPC/A2.
Tuesday, 11 a.m. U.S. NORTHCOM Navy vs. 21st Civil Engineers; noon,
HQ AFSPC/IG vs. 21st Contracting Squadron; 1 p.m., Team Colorado vs.
Detachment 4, Air Force Operation and Test Center.
Wednesday, 11 a.m. AFSPC/A2 vs. 21st Services; noon, 76 SPCS vs.
AFSPC/A1; 1 p.m., J1OC North vs. HQ AFSPC
Thursday, 11 a.m. U.S. NORTHCOM Navy vs. Team Colorado.; noon, 21st
CONS vs. Det 4 AFOTEC; 1 p.m., 21st CES vs. HQ AFSPC/IG.

Ring of Fame Nominations

Photo by Walt Johnson

Aerobic fun
Members of the Peterson AFB community take part in an aerobics class recently at the Sports and Fitness Center. The
center offers a variety of aerobic classes to help people stay in shape or get in shape. For more information about times
and dates for the classes, call 556-4462.

The Peterson Sports and Fitness Center is accepting nominations for the
Ring of Fame, an award honoring distinguished Peterson Complex athletes
who have excelled in various sports. Nomination packages may be picked up
at the fitness center. All nominations must be received by the fitness center no
later than May 25. Those selected will be recognized with a photograph and a
plate inscribed with their accomplishments, both of which will be displayed
in the main hallway of the fitness center.
Winners will be announced at noon June 14, Sports and Fitness Day, in the
Fitness and Sports Center. For more information, call Tech. Sgt. Jason Merriam,
21st SVS/SVMP, at 556-6240.

SnoFest Ski and Snowboard Races
The deadline for entering your team in the SnoFest Ski and Snowboard
Races is Jan. 19. Send your registration information to tina.madsen@ peterson.af.mil. Rules and registration information are posted at www.
21SVS.com.

