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A fire at the Castle West Apartments Jan. 16 destroyed the 135-unit complex, causing an estimated
$6 million in damages. Two people died in the fire.
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Base Briefs

Thursday, February 15, 2007

Crews into shape
Crews into Shape is a four-week challenge that brings people together for a
team approach to wellness. The goal of
this challenge is increase every airmen’s fitness and health level. Each crew consists
of between two and 10 members who
earn points for exercising, maintaining
or achieving a goal weight, eating fruits
and vegetables and drinking fluids. The
deadline to register a crew is Feb. 28.
The challenge is March 4-31. For challenge rules and registration information,
visit www-nehc.med.navy.mil/hp/crews
_into_shape or call Amy Patsch at 5566674 or e-mail amy.patsch.ctr@peterson
.af.mil.

ID card section priority
Beginning Feb. 1, the ID Card
Customer Service section at the Military
Personnel Flight will have priority days
for the following groups:
Mondays and Wednesdays active duty
in uniform receive priority, Tuesdays
and Thursdays civilian employees and
Fridays retirees, contractors and dependents. Those seeking service on their nonprioritization day will receive service,
but can expect a longer waiting time.
The prioritization only affects the ID
card section.

WAPS testing
Testing for the 07 E6/E7 promotion
cycle is Feb. 1 — Mar. 31. If you believe
you are eligible for the cycle and have
not received a test date, contact CSS personnel to determine eligibility. All testing
will be held at 7 a.m. in Building 350,
room 1206. For information call Rich
Dacruz at 556-4048.
More Briefs page 7

Battle uniform
The new Air Force battle dress
uniform policy is in place.
Page 3

Peterson digs deep to help fire victim
By Steve Brady
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

When fire swept through the Castle West
Apartments Jan. 16, hundreds of people lost
everything they owned.
Among them was third-floor resident
Norbert Lopez, an office automation technician with the 21st Logistics Readiness
Squadron.
Lopez had lived at the apartments for 18
years, and with the fire went a lifetime of
possessions.
“I lost my wallet. I lost my keys. I lost
everything, so all of a sudden I was just rebuilding my life,” he said.
He said he woke about 1 a.m. coughing
from the heavy, dense smoke saturating his
apartment. His first instinct was to get
dressed and get out. He went to an ad-

“It just helps a lot
when you know you
are not alone in a
crisis, and that makes
the healing process
that much faster.”
Norbert Lopez
office automation technician with the
21st Logistics Readiness Squadron
joining bedroom, tore out a window screen
and gasped for air, then moved to the
window’s ledge and waited.
“A firefighter saw me, hoisted up a ladder
and helped me down,” Lopez said.

After has was out, he went to a church
across the street where the American Red
Cross had set up a shelter. He stayed at the
church until the morning, when he contacted a co-worker for a ride. His car keys
also burned in the fire. Since that time,
Lopez said he has received tremendous support from his colleagues.
“I want to thank everybody for their continued support. My coworkers, my
squadron commander, the group commander, everybody has been wonderful and
supportive with their financial generosity
and emotional support,” he said. “It helps to
know that there are people who are willing
to help, and that helps with 90 percent of the
healing process.”
See Fire page 8

AF implements second DOS rollback
By Staff Sgt. C. Todd Lopez
Air Force Print News
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WASHINGTON — The Air Force has
adjusted its force-shaping numbers in response to better-than-expected retention
rates in fiscal year 2006.
In a message dated Jan. 26, officials said
the Air Force must cut 3,090 Airmen by
Sept. 30 in order to meet this year’s force
shaping goals.
The Air Force will use three personnel
programs to help meet the goal. Those programs involve an extension of the limited
active duty service commitment, or
LADSC, waiver for technical and master
sergeants to retire, a second wave of dateof-separation rollbacks, and a limited
number of LADSC waivers for Airmen with
six to 11 years of service in some career
fields to voluntarily separate.
Last year, the Air Force offered LADSC

waivers for some master and technical sergeants. The waivers allowed those Airmen
to retire earlier than normal. But so far, only
524 Airmen had been approved for that
program, short of the Air Force’s goals. In
response, the window to apply for the program has been extended. Airmen may now
apply for this program until April 30, but
they must choose a retirement date that is
no later than Sept. 1, 2007.
The Air Force will conduct a second round
of DOS rollbacks. Under this program, some
Airmen will be separated from the service earlier than they expected. Airmen who have
less than 14 years of service or more than 20
years of service, and who are currently
serving on a control roster, have declined retainability for an assignment, have declined
training or are serving suspended punishment pursuant to an Article 15, can be selected for the DOS rollback.

The DOS rollback program will give
many Airmen a new separation date of Aug.
1, 2007. Airmen from all Air Force specialty
codes can be affected by this program.
Under the program to offer LADSC
waivers to Airmen in certain career fields
who have more than six but less than 11
years of service, the Airman’s service commitment will be terminated only if he or
she elects to participate in the program,
which requires a separation date of Sept.
29, 2007 or earlier. A limited number of
waivers will be granted under this program.
Airmen in 23 control AFSCs are eligible
for the LADSC waiver separation program:
2A0X1A, 2A0X1C, 2A6X1A, 2E1X1,
2E2X1, 2E6X2, 2E6X3, 2F0X1, 2S0X1,
2T0X1, 2T3X5, 3A0X1, 3C0X1, 3C0X2,
3C2X1, 3E0X1, 3S0X1, 3V0X1, 4P0X1,
4T0X1, 4Y0X1, 6F0X1 and 8M0X0.
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New AF battle uniform wear policy in place
By Staff Sgt. C. Todd Lopez
Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON — Air Force officials at
the Pentagon released the wear policy for the
new Airman Battle Uniform Feb. 7.
The policy comes in time to help many of
the Airmen deploying to the AOR in May, as
these Airmen will be among the first to get the
ABU.
Further ABU distribution plans will be based
on production capability.
The new policy addresses uniform care, wear,
accessories, and use of tactical items that don’t
match the ABU’s color pattern.
From the beginning of the utility uniform redesign process, Air Force leaders said they
hoped to make it easier for Airmen to take care
of their uniforms. The uniform care instructions in the new policy reflect the emphasis on
ease of care. Generally, the policy indicates that
the uniform should be wash and wear.
“Wash in warm water ... tumble dry, permanent press cycle, remove immediately from
dryer and fold flat or place on rustproof hanger,”
the instruction recommends. It also says the
uniform could be air dried on a hanger.
According to the new policy, the ABU is not
to be starched or “hot pressed” in a commercial
laundry.
According to the new policy, Airmen will
wear “sand colored” T-shirts under their ABU
coat. The T-shirts may be v-neck, crew neck or
“athletic style.” Additionally, Airmen may wear
self-purchased T-shirts made of material other
than what is issued. Specifically, “moisture
wicking fabrics” and “cotton/poly blends” are authorized as long as they are sand colored and the
manufacturer’s logo is not visible.
The Air Force has chosen to use the Army
universal camouflage pattern for tactical items.
The policy authorizes AOR wear or use of tac-

Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force
Rodney J. McKinley wears the new
Airman Battle Uniform during an enlisted call at Tinker Air Force Base,
Okla. Air Force officials released the
wear policy for the uniform Feb. 7.

tical items and field items only in the Army universal camouflage pattern or the desert camouflage uniform pattern. Tactical items include
such things as body armor, modular lightweight
load-carrying equipment, canteen covers,
helmet covers, etc.
Tan combat boots are authorized with the
ABU until the “foliage green” boots become
available. The phase out date for the tan boot and
the mandatory wear date for the green boot
have not yet been set. The mandatory wear date
for the ABU — the date when all Airmen should
be wearing the uniform — is Oct. 1, 2011.
Other information the ABU policy includes,
No wing or squadron patches will be worn on
the ABU. Only functional, duty and occupational badges are authorized on the ABU.

Organizational baseball hats are not authorized with the ABU. Only the ABU hat, which
looks like the current BDU style with the ABU
print). Currently authorized berets will still be
allowed.
The ABU has 236 sizes (118 trousers and 118
blouses) that will accommodate both men and
women, unlike the 57 sizes of the current BDU,
and will follow commercial clothing standards.
The most common sizes will be available on
AAFES shelves and the total 236 sizes will be
available by order through AAFES.
The green suede boots will come in women’s
sizes unlike the current black boot in the Air
Force inventory, which does not.
The ABU has an estimated wear life of 12
months.
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Reducing shake, rattle and roll
Air Force research product reduces rattle damage to
satellites in space
By Michael P. Kleiman
Air Force Research Laboratory, Public Affairs

A developing Air Force technology could put a halt to the
not-so-good vibrations on objects launched into space
Air Force research staff members have been working to
create a device called the Elastic Memory Composite Hinge
that’s comprised of a mixture of carbon fiber strands and an
epoxy resin that can reduce vibrations from heavy springs
used to erect solar arrays and antennae during deployment.
The Hinge operates by temperature application, becoming
pliable when heated and then maintaining a stiff position
while cooling.
“The Elastic Memory Composite Hinge serves as a lowmass, low-complexity replacement for current deployment
mechanisms,” said 1st Lt. Corey Duncan, EMCH program
manager at Kirtland Air Force Base, N.M. “Additionally, these
hinges will mitigate spacecraft shock that is typically experienced in deployment devices.”
Employing money awarded by the federal governmentadministered Small Business Innovation Research program
and other funding sources since 2000, Composite
Technology Development, based in, Lafayette, Colo., designed, advanced, and tested the EMCH system, which has
demonstrated a gradual, controlled functionality that protects, not harms, the item it will deploy.
For example, during launch when intense shaking can
occur within the rocket body, the hardened compound material restricts the movement of deployable objects, but once
the spacecraft reaches orbit, the opposite transpires as increased temperatures from the sun or an internal energy
source placed on the apparatus creates elasticity.
Following almost four years of evaluating and proving
EMCH’s viability, CTD, with oversight by AFRL’s Space
Vehicles Directorate, produced a cost-effective, low-risk and
flight-ready experiment to validate the hinge’s predicted per-

formance, as well as opted to transition the technology to the Dept.
of Defense, the National
Aeronautics
and
Space
Administration, and industry for opportunities to exhibit the product’s capability in orbit. Shortly thereafter,
during the DOD-sponsored Space
Experiment Review Board, the decision
was made to manifest the EMCH on the
International Space Station, and in
September 2006, following multiple reviews,
NASA cleared the trial for inclusion onboard Space
Shuttle Mission STS-116, for transport to its new home
three months later.
“The Space Vehicles Directorate provided technical supervision and guidance in the development, as well as in the
production of the EMCH experiment. The organization
worked closely with Space and Missile Systems Center’s
Space Development and Test Wing to place the innovative
technology on the ISS where it will be validated,” Duncan
said. “In my role as the program manager, I have ensured
a smooth transition from CTD to NASA.”
Once the Space Shuttle Discovery docked with the ISS
in December, one of the eight astronauts comprising the
crew manually transferred the EMCH demonstration, which
involved a clear self-contained, Plexiglas box, measuring
10 inches by 20 inches by 17 inches, featuring three sets of
tests with two hinges apiece.
To date, there have been no data returns from the triple trials,
but International residents are scheduled to evaluate the
EMCH during one of their upcoming “Saturday Science”
sessions.
In addition, another version of the experimental hinge deployed the experimental solar arrays on TacSat-2, a micro

Elastic Memory
Composite Hinge
experiment currently aboard the
International
Space Station.

satellite also
administered by
AFRL’s Space Vehicles Directorate, which launched in
December for a planned six to 12-month mission.
Nevertheless, the EMCH’s role on TacSat-2 was limited, as
the mechanism did not impact the spacecraft’s operations,
nor did it provide information to the ground control team.
“If the EMCH’s performance is validated during its stint
on the International Space Station, it will reduce the risk
of shake, rattle, and roll to future space programs, as well
as to the next generation of vehicles operating in the
cosmos. CTD’s innovation is a highly cost-effective way
of validating elastic memory composite technology and accelerating the transition of this technology to the
warfighter,” said 1st Lt. Duncan. “In the end, the EMCH
provides DOD and civilian space programs with a more
reliable and less complex deployment capability for their
spacecraft.”
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TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!

Remington College – Colorado Springs Campus
provides education in the following areas:

Associate of Applied Science
Degree Programs:

referral is
No Primary Care
ply call for
necessary. Sim
an appointment.

• Criminal Justice

Bachelor of Science
Degree Programs:
• Criminal Justice

Diploma Programs:
• Medical Assisting
• Pharmacy Technician
• Computer Support Specialist

• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.

6050 Erin Park Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 80918

www.4classes.org

CALL TODAY

866-813-3873

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.
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The 21st Space Wing Annual Awards banquet was Feb. 1.
The winners are:
Airman: Senior Airman Megan Lippert, 21st Dental
Squadron
NCO: Staff Sgt. Ryan Marquardt, 721st Security Forces
Squadron
Senior NCO: Master Sgt. Lillian Tisby-Sumpter, 21st
Aeromedical Squadron
First sergeant: Master Sgt. Lisle Holland, 6th Space
Warning Squadron
Company grade officer: 1st Lt. Cynthia White, 21st Space
Communications Squadron
Civilian category I: Crystal Curry, 21st Mission Support
Squadron
Civilian category II: Joey Sanchez, 21st Services Squadron
Civilian category III: Darron Haughn, 21st Space Wing
Safety Office
Honor Guard Airman: Senior Airman Juan Reynoso,
21st Civil Engineer Squadron
Honor Guard NCO: Staff Sgt. Benny Windom, Jr., 21st
Dental Squadron
The 21st Space Wing quarterly award winners are:
Airman: Senior Airman Megan M. Lippert – 21st Medical
Group

NCO: Staff Sgt. David M. Vierling – 21st Maintenance Group
Senior NCO: Master Sgt. Mary K. LaCombe – 21st MDG
Company grade officer: Capt. Daniel S. Harding, 544th
Installation Operations Group
Civilian category I: Andra Cecan – 21st Mission Support
Group
Civilian category II: Nona Daugherty – 21st MSG
Civilian category III: Donald L. Skalsky – 721st MSG
The 21st Space Wing Communications and Information
winners for 2006 are:
Ms. Angela J. Peterson – Civilian Assistant Specialist
10th Space Warning Squadron
Mr. Peter T. Locke – Civilian Specialist 721st
Communications Squadron
Mr. Charles W. Douglas – Civilian Manager 721st
Communications Squadron
1st Lt. Jennifer M. Conrad - Company Grade Officer
21st Space Communications Squadron
Maj. Mark F. Wood – Field Grade Officer 21st Space
Communications Squadron
Senior Airman Thomas J. Olaes – CommunicationsElectronics Systems Airman 21st Space Communications
Squadron
Tech. Sgt. Derek J. Nordaune – CommunicationsElectronics Systems NCO 21st Space Communications
Squadron
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Master Sgt. Byron N. Bradford – CommunicationsElectronics Maintenance SNCO 21st Space Communications
Squadron
Senior Airman Stormy C. Gallagher – Information
Management Airman 21st Operations Support Squadron
Tech. Sgt. David M. Armstrong – Information
Management NCO 721st Maintenance Support Group
Master Sgt. Edgar L. Melton – Information Management
SNCO 21st Space Communications Squadron
Senior Airman Katherine B. Hanson – CommunicationsComputer Systems Airman 721st Communications Squadron
Staff Sgt. David M. Vierling – CommunicationsComputer Systems NCO 21st Space Communications
Squadron
Master Sgt. Tony C. Cormier – CommunicationsComputer Systems SNCO 721st Communications Squadron
Staff Sgt. Derrick D. Wallace – Information Assurance
Manager 21st Space Communications Squadron
21st Space Communications Squadron – Information
Assurance Element
721st Communications Squadron – Lt. Gen. Harold W.
Grant Award
21st Maintenance Group – Maj. Gen. Harold M.
McClelland Award
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Pentagon Federal Credit Union
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www.csmng.com or call 329-5236.

Climb to the Peak
of Your Profession
Thank you for all that you do.
CTU has been a proud supporter of our
nation’s military for over 40 years!

We’re conveniently
located in the heart
of Colorado Springs
to serve all your
¿QDQFLDOQHHGV
Checking

•

Mortgages

•

ATM

•

• Large population of vocational rehabilitation
veterans

• Earn your Bachelor’s Degree in as little as
36 months

• Participant of GoArmyEd Portal and SOC

• Earn your Master’s Degree in as little as
16½ months

• Security courses validated by the
Committee on National Security Systems
• Gain knowledge necessary to meet
DOD8570 requirements

Savings
•

• Earn your Associate’s Degree in as little as
18 months

• Personal staff assistance for military
students

Auto Loans

Credit Cards

• Military certification of CTU degree
programs

Tellers

• Flexible class schedules: days, nights,
weekends & online
• Learn from professors with experience in
their industry
• Practical, hands-on training for the business world

DEGREE PROGRAMS INCLUDE:
Business • Engineering • Computer Science • Information Technology • and more!

And more

Visit us or become a
PHPEHUWRGD\

ARMY
AIR FORCE
HOMELAND SECURIT Y
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
FAMILY MEMBERS OF ABOVE
MANY OTHERS

6045 Barnes Road
Colorado Springs
(across from SKY SOX STADIUM)

Some of CTU’s Veteran Staff

Bottom Row: Eric Caswell (Navy), Greg Law (Navy), Jeremy Walker (Marines), Gary
Schildt (Army), Greg Mitchell (Navy, Retired), Bobbie Tannehill (Army), Bob Gravell (Air
Force, Retired), Dr. Steve Staley (Air Force, Retired), Skip Pumfrey (Army and Air Force),
Dr. Jack Klag (Air Force, Retired), Dave Wile (Air Force, Retired), Andy Hauk (Air Force, Retired).

Monday–Friday, 10 AM –6 PM



www.PenFed.org
1-800-247-5626

4435 North Chestnut Street | Colorado Springs, CO 80907

Top Row: Bernard Stancati (Air Force, Retired), Dr. Mark Burroughs, Robert Butler (Army), Charlie
Bennett, Dr. John Santiago (Air Force, Retired), Ed Slowan (Army, Retired), Stephanie Kammerdiener
(Army), Tom Melancon (Air Force, Retired), Mike O’Dowd (Army), Scott Van Tonnigan (Air Force,
Retired), Dr. Wally Astor (Air Force, Retired).

Enroll Today! Call: 866-706-2802
or go online: coloradotech.edu
Colorado Technical University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission and a member of the North Central Association, 30 N. LaSalle St., Suite 2400, Chicago, IL 60602. 312-263-0456 - www.ncahigherlearningcommission.org
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MyBiz human resource tool
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Recipients will be randomly selected from among participants within each of the seven services. No standardized test scores or essays required. MOAA membership is
not a requirement. To apply, visit www.moaa.org. The deadline is noon, Easter Standard Time, March 1.

Homebrew fest
The Peterson Club is having a Homebrew Fest from 4:30
to 10 p.m. Feb. 23. Categories include: Stout, IPA, Fruit Beer,
Light Lager and Winter Specialty. Admission is $7 club
members, $10 non-members. For information or to register, call Curtis at 556-4181 or 574-4110.

“My Biz” is a new self-service human resources tool that
brings information from employees’ official personnel records
to their workstations, on-line, real-time and secure to .mil
and .gov domains.
My Biz can be used to access and view: appointments,
positions, personal information, salary, benefits, awards
and bonuses and performance information. My Biz can also
be accessed to update work information, work e-mail address, employee phone numbers, work address, disability
codes, and foreign language proficiency status. To register
on My Biz, call Civilian Personnel Flight at 556-4775.

Job fair
The Chamber of Commerce is hosting a military family
job fair from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Feb. 8 at the Sheraton Hotel,
I-25 and exit 138. There will be 60 exhibitors and free education and training sessions. Click here to pre-register; for
information contact Leo Chaney at 575-4319.

Bunko tournament

Airmen wanted

Volksmarch

Vehicle registration

The Idaho Air National Guard at Gowen Field in Boise
has open positions for Airmen in the following Air Force
specialty codes: 2E1X1, 2E1X3, 2E2X1, 2E6X3 and 3C1X1.
For information about these jobs, contact Master Sgt.
Will Ferrell at DSN 422-5383 or (800) 621-3909.

The Falcon Wanderers is sponsoring a 5K and 10K
Volksmarch Feb. 10 starting at 575 Ash St. in Canon City.
The event is free. Marchers may begin from 9 a.m. to noon.
For information, call 372-3541.

Due to a DoD-wide shortage, the Pass and Registration
office at the visitors center is currently out of stickers and
has suspended registration until it has more stickers to
resume vehicle registration and renewal. For information,
call the visitor center at 556-6406.

MOAA scholarship opens season
The Military Officers Association of America has opened
its 2007 “Base/Post Scholarship” program, which offers individual $1000 grants to 25 dependents of active duty personnel worldwide.
To be eligible, students must be younger than 24, working
on a first undergraduate degree, and a dependent child of
an active duty service member - enlisted, warrant officer
or officer - in the U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines Coast
Guard, Public Health Service or National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, including members or the
drilling Reserves and National Guard.

Carnivale parade
The Manitou Springs Carnivale Parade will begin at 1
p.m. Feb. 17. The theme is “With A Little Help from Our
Friends.” The parade is preceded by the Mumbo Jumbo
Gumbo Cook-Off at 11 a.m. in Soda Springs Park. For
Gumbo Cook-Off information and rules, call 685-5089. For
Carnivale information, call 685-4317.

Troops to Teachers
A “Troops to Teachers” info-luncheon is noon to 1 p.m. Feb.
22 at the Peterson consolidated club. To reserve a seat, contact Bob Leonard at 262-2106 or Megan Diderrich at 262-3486.
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The Peterson Spouses Club is having a night of Bunko at
6:30 p.m. Feb. 27 at the former Officers Club. Tickets are $20;
proceeds benefit the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer
Foundation. RSVP by Feb. 22 to Angie, or Pam at 591-1606.

MSVA workshop
The Peterson Airman and Family Readiness Center is
hosting a two-day Military Spouse Virtual Assistant
Workshop March 6 and 7. Military spouses will learn how
business-support skills for a virtual, home-based career
they can continue to develop wherever their sponsor is assigned. These independent contractor positions range from
book-keeping to complex corporate consulting, all which
can be conducted by e-mail, telephone and fax. Class size
is limited. Application deadline is March 2. Submit an
online application or for information call Beverly Price at
556-6141.
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Only at Allegiant Air airport ticket counters

Fly nonstop to Vegas from Colorado Springs.
Packages available with over 35 casino-resorts.

Call (702) 505-8888 or your favorite travel agent
*Seats are limited and fares may not be available on all flights. All fares are one-way. Must be purchased
by March 3, 2007 for travel to be completed by Aug. 8, 2007. Offer not available-April 5-9, 2007. 7-day advance purchase required. Prices do not include PFC, segment tax or Sept. 11 security fee of up to $10.40 per
segment. A convenience fee of $7.50 per traveling customer will apply when booked at www.allegiantair.
com or through an Allegiant Air call center. Travel purchased through an Allegiant Air call center will cost
an additional $5.00 per segment. A checked baggage fee of $2 per bag, per segment will apply. A segment
is defined as one take-off and one landing. Fare rules, routes and schedules are subject to change without
notice. Restrictions apply.
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Fire: Recovery
From page 1
Lopez has been a civilian employee here for 21 years,
and although he is not eligible for on-base lodging, Col.
Manuel Hidalgo, his group commander, made arrangements for him to stay in lodging. Other groups that offered support include the commissary and the Airman’s
Attic.
“It just helps a lot when you know you are not alone
in a crisis, and makes the healing process that much
faster,” he said.
Lopez got a new apartment across the street and has
begun the painstaking process of re-establishing his life
- including his military ID card, driver’s license and
credit cards.
The apartments were condemned, and although he
passes by the site everyday, he doesn’t dwell on the past.
“When I look at the old apartment house I tell myself
that was in the past,” he said. “I figure at every end,
there is a beginning and at least I have a new place to
live.”
He said he is on the road to recovery, but that he
couldn’t have done it without the kindness and love of
others. He also advocates for another backup plan.
“I want to emphasize to everybody that you have some
type of insurance with replacement costs,” he said. “I
was one of the lucky people who had renter’s insurance.”
The insurance is relatively inexpensive - less than
$10 a month - depending on the type and amount of coverage. Lopez offered another tip; safeguarding important data and documents, either away from the home
or in a fireproof box.
In the end he said his possessions can be replaced, and
he is thankful not only for getting out safely, but for the
support he has received from Team Pete.
“They opened up their hearts to me and made sure
one of their own was taken care of,” he said. “It makes
me proud to be a part of the Air Force family.”

G o

G e t

Musicals
“Capitol Steps” is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. Feb. 28 at in the
Sangre de Cristo Arts Center Theater, 210 N. Santa Fe Ave.
in downtown Pueblo. Tickets are $20, call (719) 295-7200.
“Aida,” part of the Broadway series, is scheduled for April
13-14 in the Pikes Peak Center,. Call 520-SHOW for tickets.

O u t

Go to www.worldarena.com or call 576-2626 for ticket
information.
The Air Force Academy Band presents free concerts in
the Pikes Peak Center, Sunday at 2 p.m., March 4 at 2:30 p.m.,
April 22 at 2:30 p.m. and May 15 at 7 p.m. Pick up free
tickets at the Pikes Peak Center box office.

Academy concerts

IMAX festival

The Academy Concerts series in Arnold Hall Theater at
the Air Force Academy will feature “Wonderful Town” March
3 and Chip Davis and Mannheim Steamroller May 4. Contact
the Academy box office at 333-4497 for information. Shows
are in Arnold Hall Theater at the Air Force Academy.

IMAX fans can see one of the top six films showing at
the IMAX theater in the Denver Museum of Nature and
Science, 2001 Colorado Blvd. The films, “Everest,” “Blue
Planet,” “Dolphins,” “Seasons,” “Africa: The Serengeti,” and
“Shackleton’s Antarctic Adventure,” are being rerun daily.
Admission for each film is $8 for adults and $6 for ages 318. Call (303) 322-7009 or log on to www.cmns.org to check
film schedules. The festival runs through March 15.

New planetarium show
“Cosmic Collisions” is the new show in Gates
Planetarium at the Denver Museum of Nature and Science.
Dramatic events which took place in the universe are re-created and included in the planetarium show.
Tickets are $8 for the show. The Denver museum is in
Denver’s City Park, take the Colorado Boulevard exit from
Interstate 25, going north. Call 1-800-925-2250 for times,
or go to www.dmns.org.

Disney on Ice
“Monsters, Inc.” is in the World Arena March 22-25, with
7:30 p.m. shows March 23 and 24, and daytime shows
March 24, 25. Tickets start at $17. Call 576-2626 or stop by
the box office.

Theater
Magic
David Copperfield performs his magic March 13 in shows
at 5:30 and 8:30 p.m. in the Pikes Peak Center, 190 S.
Cascade Ave. Call 520-SHOW for ticket information.

“Little Shop of Horrors,” runs Feb. 17 through March 11
in the Fine Arts Center theater, 30 W. Dale St.
Productions are at 8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and at
2 p.m. Sundays. For tickets, call 634-5583.

Concerts

Band concerts

The Goo Goo Dolls will perform Feb. 19 at the Pikes
Peak Center, 190 S. Cascade Ave. Ticket start at $37. Call
520-SHOW.
“Last of the Breed Tour” is 7:30 p.m. March 13, at the
World Arena. The show features Willie Nelson, Merle
Haggard, Ray Price and Asleep at the Wheel.

The Air Force Academy Band will perform “A Walk in
the Park,” at 2:30 p.m. on March 4 in the Pikes Peak Center,
190 S. Cascade. The concert is free and open to the public.
Tickets are required and available at the box office.
Compiled by Nel Lampe, courtesy of the Fort Carson
Mountaineer.
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WHY are you paying fees for your checking account?
Join Today!
Personal Checking Account Fee Comparison*
Other
Institutions
AAFCU

Service
Charge

Bill Payer

Debit/Check
Card

Total
Annual Cost

$7.50/Month

$6.95/Month

$7.50/Year

$180.90/Year

FREE

FREE

FREE

FREE

Call for your FREE Checking Switch Kit
or pick one up at one of our 10 locations.

5937 Constitution Ave.

AAFCU Basic Checking
also features no minimum
to open and no minimum
balance requirement.
Access to over 25,000
surcharge-free CO-OP Network
ATMs nationwide including
7-Eleven® locations.

593-8600

www.aafcu.com

In Colorado Springs, Monument,
Fountain, & on the USAFA

*Based upon competitor comparison, December 2006. Membership requirements & other restrictions apply. Federally insured by NCUA.
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Courtesy photo

Field promotion
One of Team Pete's finest, deployed to Southwest Asia, was
recently promoted in the field.
Tech. Sgt. Keith Rivers, 76th Space Control Squadron,
supporting Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi
Freedom, sewed on the stripe Feb. 1.
The unique deployment is supported entirely by 21st
Space Wing, 21st Operations Group, and 26th Space
Aggressor Squadron (AFRC) personnel.
Sergeant Rivers is a signals analyst who has been in the
Air Force 11 years. He has held a variety of assignments and
was an honor graduate of the Basic Signals and Advanced
Signals Analysis Courses, as well as the Morse Code
Interceptor School.
In addition, he's a graduate of both Space 100 and 200 and
was the 21st SW NCO of the Quarter in 2005. Sergeant
Rivers was promoted to his new rank by Maj. Carolyn Wood
(left), 21st Operations Group, while standing atop an Army
Patriot air defense launcher.
Holding the flag are Tech. Sgt. Terrel Borel, 76th SPCS,
and Senior Airman Kyle Snyder, 21st OG.

About the 76th SPCS
The 76th Space Control Squadron, Peterson AFB, Colo., provides combat space superiority effects to the Commander,
Joint Space Operations, and theater Combatant Commanders.
Mission: The 76th SPCS is an Air Force Space Command
unit responsible for delivering defensive and offensive counterspace and space situational awareness, as appropriate,
to rapidly achieve flexible and versatile effects in support of
global and theater campaigns.
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Peterson varsity team defeats Fort Carson 79-78
CSMNG

Peterson’s varsity basketball team got off to a fast start against the
Fort Carson post team on Feb. 9 at the Peterson Sports and Fitness
Center and barely eked out a 79-78 win.
It was the second consecutive win for the Peterson team, which
came out on the winning end of a Feb. 2 match up against F. E. Warren
AFB.
Even though both contests ended with wins, Peterson head coach
Marvin Hires said he hopes the pattern used for both games is one
the team won’t get used to.
The pattern consisted of Peterson jumping out to double-digit leads
in the first half only to see the opposition mount rallies that would
catch the score up in the second half , making the team chase down
the victory.
In Friday night’s game, Peterson at one point lost the double digit
lead, and with a little more than a minute left in the fourth quarter,
it looked like the Carson team was going to come out on top.
Carson held a one-point lead at 78-77 with just under a minute
left in the game when Peterson’s Mike Chandler missed a jumper that
would have given his team the lead.
Carson came down the floor and with the 35-second clock winding
down, and Peterson was forced to shoot the ball and missed.
Hires called a play to get the ball to the explosive Lyron Paul, and
Paul was fouled by Carson with six seconds left in the game.
As Paul went to the free throw line to attempt the first shot, Carson
coach Henry Floyd called a time out to ice the shooter, but the look
on Hires was full of confidence that his player would not be shaken
by the tactic.
“I had no concern that Paul was going to go to the line and make
the free throws. Before he shot them I told the guys in the huddle
what I wanted them to do after he made the free throws,” Hires said.
Paul did go to the line and made both free throws to give Peterson
a one-point lead, but Carson had six seconds left to win the game.
However, the Peterson defense forced the Carson team into a fallaway 25-foot jump shot that fell short and gave the base team the
win.
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Change lives, touch
the future…..TEACH!
Have you thought about becoming a teacher?
Do you serve or have you served in the military?
(Active Duty, Guard, Reserves, Retired, Transitioning)
Are you a spouse of a military member?
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Cutline: Peterson’s Ranell
Green fires a jump over
Fort Carson defenders
during action Feb. 9.
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Attend a Workshop/Lunch in the
Peterson AFB Officers Club - February 22, 2007
11:00 am to 1:00 pm – This event is FREE
to all participants. (RSVP is Required)
RSVP to the Colorado Troops to Teachers
Office at 1-800-438-6851, 719-262-4107
or colottt@uccs.edu
Sponsored by:
Western Governors University

Peterson Health Observances

You don’t have to
leave town to getaway
to the mountains

February is National Children’s Dental Health Month
DID YOU KNOW … tooth decay affects more than

Come & see why the
Cheyenne Cañon Inn
Its perfect for romantic
getaways, anniversaries,
was voted Best
Take advantage
family reunions,
Bed & Breakfast
of our 10%
t
un
business meetings
military disco
in town in 2006
(active/retired)
& retreats

Stop by for a tour and a cookie!
2030 W. Cheyenne Rd.
cheyennecanoninn.com
Colorado Springs, CO 80906
719•633•0625

one-fourth of U.S. children aged 2-5 and half of those
aged 12-15.
Dental Health Resources:
American Dental Association
www.ada.org
CDC Dental Information
www.cdc.gov/oralhealth
Find Out How Much Fluoride is in Your Water
http://apps.nccd.cdc.gov/MWF/Index.asp

Brought to you by
the Peterson
HAWC

