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Aragon policy change
The Aragon Dining Facility will initiate a new military retiree patron policy
on March 5. Military retirees 65 and
younger will no longer be able to dine
at the Aragon Dining Facility due to reductions in contract service funds.
Alternative dining facilities include the
former Officers Club, bowling center,
golf course or any AAFES concessionaires. Visit www.21svs.com for the
Services menu and hours of operations.
Fitness center hours changed
Also, effective immediately, the
Fitness and Sports Center will be open
8 a.m. to 7 p.m. on all 21st Space Wing
Family Days, Saturdays, Sundays and
holidays. For information, call 556-4462.

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Kerry Jackson
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Peruvian special forces secure an exercise
area as U.S. and Peruvian Air Forces perform a joint combat search and rescue exercise Feb. 14 near Chiclayo, Peru. The
exercise was part of Falcon and Condor
2007, a joint exercise between the U.S. and
Peruvian Air Forces.

Black History luncheon
An African-American/Black History
Month Luncheon is scheduled for 11
a.m. Feb. 27 at the former Officers Club
ballroom. The cost is $15 for the
Southern buffet. The deadline for reservations is Feb. 23. Call 556-6229.

Team Pete awards
ceremony
The Team Pete Annual Awards
Banquet is March 9 at the former
Officers Club. Social hour starts at 6
p.m. and will be followed by dinner at
7 p.m. Tickets are $20 for members, $23
for non-members and can be purchased
through first sergeants until Feb. 28.
The U.S. Air Force Academy Band
Protocol Combo will provide entertainment for the banquet. All Team Pete
members are welcome to attend to support their unit’s nominees. For information, call 556-1333.
More Briefs page 10

F-22s make debut
Fighters showcase stealth,
super cruise and other technological
advantages.
Page 3

U.S., Peru Air Forces reach milestone
By Staff Sergeant Lee Hoover
Air Force Print News

CHICLAYO, Peru (AFNEWS) – A helicopter’s ride away from a deserted terrain of Peru marked the end to the first
U.S. and Peruvian Air Forces joint combat
search and rescue exercise in South
America.
Coordinated with both countries by military and U.S. Embassy personnel, the
combat search and rescue exercise was a
major part of Falcon and Condor Exercise

2007, which allowed the U.S. military to
build relationships with military and
civilian leaders of Peru.
The exercise scenario stranded a Peruvian
and U.S. pilot in the middle of a deserted
region of northern Peru. Once on the
ground and in position, pilots were left to wait
for Peruvian special forces to jump from a
Puerto Rican Air National Guard C-130
Hercules and perform the rescue operation.
“The survivors were able to make con-

PETERSON AFB, Colo. — The 2006 tax season is in full
swing, and with it, the 21st Space Wing Tax Center.
The center offers tax preparation assistance through its
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance program. About 30 individuals have volunteered to help prepare taxes throughout the
Peterson Complex, Cheyenne Mountain and Thule. Most of
these volunteers attended a week-long training course taught
by IRS personnel, have passed a comprehensive IRS test and are
qualified to assist with tax preparation.
Contact your unit VITA representative to schedule an appoint-

Program eligibility:

NEWS

1-7

HAPPENINGS

11

GO GET OUT

11

SPORTS

13

See Peru page 8

21st Space Wing tax center is prepared to help
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Inside the Guardian

tact with friendly forces and identify their
position,” said Master Sgt. Jesse Arnold, a
survival, evasion, resistance and escape specialist who was on the ground with the two
pilots for the exercise scenario. “Because of
that, the recovery forces were able to conduct a planned recovery of the forces.”
Arnold’s role was to keep an eye out for
safety concerns during the rescue operation. He also took the opportunity to share

Active duty and retired military
 Legal dependents of active duty and retired military
 Widow(ers) of active duty and retired military
 National Guard members activated on Title 10 orders
 Activated Reservists on orders or during their duty
weekend
 Ex-spouses of active duty and retired military (20/20
rule and must hold ID card)


Required documents from tax clients:
 Military ID card
 Social Security cards for all tax payers and dependents
 Names and dates of birth for all dependents
 W-2 forms - wages
 1099-R - Retirement income (if applicable)
 W-2G forms - gambling income (if applicable)
 1099-INT and 1099-OID - interest income (if applicable)
 1099-DIV - dividend income (if applicable)
 1099-MISC - miscellaneous income including rents (if
applicable)
 1098s - e.g., sent by mortgage company (if applicable)
 Charitable donations receipts (if applicable)
 Casualty or theft losses receipts (if applicable)
 Medical deductions receipts (if applicable)
 Sale of your home - purchase settlement statements;
sale settlement statements; improvement expenses (if applicable)
 Voided check for direct deposit (used to verify bank
routing number and account number.)
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Senior Airman William Rotroff reviews F-22 Raptor data on a portable
maintenance aid during Red Flag Feb. 6 at Nellis Air Force Base,
Nev. The exercise sharpens aircrews’ warfighting skills in realistic
combat situations. This is the first deployment to Red Flag for the 94th
Fighter Squadron with F-22 Raptors. Airman Rotroff is a tactical aircraft maintenance specialist at the 94th FS from Langley AFB, Va.
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F-22s make mark at Red Flag exercise
By Tech. Sgt. Russell Wicke
Air Combat Command Public Affairs

NELLIS AIR FORCE BASE, Nev.
(AFNEWS) — The F-22 Raptor flew in its first
Red Flag exercise on Feb. 3, showcasing its
stealth, super cruise and other technological
advantages absent in legacy fighters.
Pilots from the 94th Fighter Squadron at
Langley Air Force Base, Va., are flying F-22s

against Red Flag aggressors, with pilots from
the Royal Air Forces of Australia and England.
The 94th FS deployed 14 Raptors and 197
Airmen to participate in the Red Flag exercise.
Including the F-22s, more than 200 aircraft are
participating. Among the foreign aircraft involved are the RAF’s GR-4 Tornados and RAF’s
F-111 Aardvark. In addition, the F-22s are
flying with the B-2 Spirit, F-117 Nighthawk, F15 Eagle, F-16 Fighting Falcon and more.

The F-22 pilots are experiencing tremendous
success flying against the aircraft representing
the enemy — most of which are F-16s and F15s, said Lt. Col. Dirk Smith, the 94th FS commander. The aggressor forces represent the
most lethal threat friendly forces would ever
face.
“The training provided by the Red Flag adSee F-22s page 10
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Base learns about Army space operations mission
By Ed White
U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Command

Photo courtesy U. S. Army

About 120 non-commissioned officers
from the Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force,
Coast Guard and Canadian forces from U.S.
Northern Command gathered in the enlisted club recently to hear a briefing on
Army space operations from Col. Roger F.
Mathews.
Mathews is the deputy commander for
operations, U.S. Army Space and Missile
Defense Command/U.S. Army Forces
Strategic Command on Peterson Air Force
Base.
“You all know what goes on in Building
One and Building Two,” said Sgt. Maj. D.
Scott Frye, to the assembled noncoms, referring to Air Force Space Command and
U.S. Northern Command.
“But most of you have no idea what goes
on in Building Three. We are about to fix
that.”
Frye is the senior enlisted advisor to the

commander of U.S. Northern Command
and hosted Mathews at the professional development meeting.
“I am extremely proud to be able to brief
the backbone of U.S. Northern Command,”
Mathews said.
In his briefing, he explained how Army
space Soldiers support the warfighter and addressed what capabilities space Soldiers
bring to the fight. Mathews also explained
what the 100th Missile Defense Brigade,
GMD (Ground-based Midcourse Defense)
does in the arena of homeland defense.
“We have Soldiers manning a missile defense shield that protects our homeland
24/7/365,” Mathews said.
“This command plays a key role in the
war on terror and homeland defense,” he
said. “Today we sent another team off to replace one that is rotating home from OIF.
This ongoing presence clearly demonstrates
the important role and level of support
space is providing in the war on terror.”

Col. Roger Mathews, deputy commander for Operations of the U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense
Command/U.S. Army Forces Strategic Command, took an afternoon to brief about 120 U.S. Northern Command
noncommissioned officers. He explained what the Army is doing in the arena of space support to the warfighter.

The Forrest L. Vosler NCO Academy of class 07-2
Peterson Air Force Base
Tech. Sgt. Timothy Barker, 21st Maintenance Operations
Flight; Tech. Sgt. Steven Clinger, 21st Dental Squadron; Tech.
Sgt. Colleen Cooper, 544th Information Operations Group;
Tech. Sgt. Randolph Hodson, 21st Security Forces Squadron;
Tech. Sgt. William Hurst, 21st Security Forces Squadron;
Tech. Sgt. Jason Kuciemba, 21st Maintenance Operations
Flight; Tech. Sgt. Francisco Limardo, 850th Electrical Systems
Group; Tech. Sgt. Helena Manwiller, 21st Medical Operations
Squadron; Tech. Sgt. David McDonald, 76th Space Control
Squadron; Tech. Sgt. Jeremy Nash, 367th U.S. Air Force
Recruiting Squadron; Patrice Petersen, NORAD/US-

NORTHCOM; Tech. Sgt. Thomas Schrock, 76th Space
Control Squadron; Tech. Sgt. Simon Sharpe, 21st Dental
Squadron and Tech. Sgt. Kevin Smith, 302nd Services Flight.

Cheyenne Mountain Air Force Station
Distinguished Graduate Tech. Sgt. David Barry, 721st
Security Forces Squadron and Tech. Sgt. Jay Mitchell, 1st
Space Control Squadron.

Schriever AFB
Tech. Sgt. Adam Drowne, 50th Civil Engineer Squadron;
Tech. Sgt. Sean Landing, 50th Mission Support Squadron;
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Tech. Sgt. Jaime Logan-Krings, 50th Civil Engineer Squadron;
Tech. Sgt. Mitchell McDonald, 4th Space Operations
Squadron; Tech. Sgt. Mark Portillos, 19th Space Operations
Squadron and Tech. Sgt. Darren Wallace, Detachment 1, 460th
Operations Group

U.S. Air Force Academy
Tech. Sgt. Christopher Barnett and Tech. Sgt. John King, 10th
Communications Squadron; Tech. Sgt. Jeremiah Dinan, 9th
Cadet Squadron; Tech. Sgt. Ryan Tanner, 10th Security Forces
Squadron and Distinguished Graduate Tech. Sgt. Rebecca
Welton, U. S. Air Force Academy.

When you quit
smoking ...
2 0 M i n u t e s : Blood pressure and pulse
rate decrease.
8 H o u r s : Carbon monoxide and oxy gen levels in blood return to normal.
2 D a y s : Nerve endings regenerate;
sense of smell and taste are enhanced.
1 - 9 M o n t h s : Coughing, sinus conges tion, fatigue and shortness of breath
decrease; ability to fight infections
increases.
5 - 1 5 Y e a r s : Stroke risk is reduced to
that of a nonsmoker.
1 0 Y e a r s : Lung cancer death rate
about half that of a continuing smok er’s; risk of cancer of the mouth,
throat, esophagus, bladder, kidney
and pancreas decrease.
1 5 Y e a r s : Risk of coronary heart dis ease is that of a nonsmoker’s.
If you are ready to quit, the Peterson
HAWC can help,
contact Amy Patsch at 556-6674!
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Peterson Tobacco Cessation
Program Details
American Cancer Society’s You Can
Quit curriculum.
Class and individual session formats.
Zyban, Nicotine Patch and Chantix
(special order) are available.
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Safely navigating the information superhighway
PETERSON AFB, Colo. — While officials continue to
protect information and data on the Defense Finance and
Accounting Service and myPay, it reminds customers that
they too have a responsibility to protect personal information from scams and identity theft.
“We proactively implement new security features on a
routine basis to protect our customers against Identity theft
and scams,” said Pat Shine, a myPay official. “The secure
technology provided to myPay customers meets or exceeds
security requirements in private industry worldwide,” he
said, adding that maintaining the safety and security of
myPay is a top priority.
Failing to safeguard important financial information can
prove costly. Although Department of Defense computers
are protected against viruses and other malicious software,
care must be taken when accessing financial information from
home.
In December 2006, the personal computers of several
Thrift Savings Plan participants were infected with keylogging software, allowing criminals to record all key strokes
made by the participant without the participant’s knowledge. keylogging is a diagnostic tool used in software development that captures the user’s keystrokes.
It can be useful to determine sources of errors in computer
systems, however, such systems are also used by computer
hackers, providing a means to obtain passwords or encryption keys - bypassing other security measures including the
participant’s PIN and other account information. It was
keylogging that caused approximately 25 participants to
have relatively small amounts withdrawn from their TSP
accounts and electronically forwarded to fraudulent accounts.
The total amount of loss involved was approximately
$35,000, and all affected participants have been notified,
but it’s a good reminder to be cautious about information
sent on the Internet.
Neither the TSP system nor the myPay system has been
breached. The TSP compromises took place when keyloggers monitored the keystrokes of TSP participants as they

entered their information into their personal computer.
The affected individuals’ computers were not protected
with updated security software (i.e. firewalls, anti-virus,
and spyware detection), making them vulnerable to keylogging software. If you are in doubt about the current
state of your security software, the Joint Task Force for
Global Network Operations offers free protection software for Department of Defense personnel to use on home
computers. Users can request a copy of home antivirus
and firewall software from their client support administrator.
Participants using the TSP Web site, myPay or any Web
site involving personally identifiable information, should
be vigilant and protect their computers. Users are encouraged to use only their private computers for personal financial use.
Public-use computers, such as those found in Internet
cafes, are not a secure means of conducting personal business, since there is no way for the user to determine that the
machine is secure and free of malicious logic (spyware, keyloggers, etc.).
All participants are urged to ensure the adequacy of security on their computers by installing keylogger protection and promptly closing their browser after each visit to
their TSP account on the web site. These steps will reduce
exposure, and these practices should be followed for all online access to any financial account.
Finally, users are cautioned to securely close Internet sites
you have logged into. First log off the site (usually a button
on the page will allow this), then close your browser by
clicking the X at the top of your internet screen. Closing a
browser (or hitting the ‘back’ button/arrow) does not guarantee that your secure session has been terminated, and logging off a web site alone does not clear your browser’s
memory.

What you can do to improve security:
1. Install operating system and application software (e.g.
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Internet
Explorer)
updates regularly. Many of
these updates are
issued to fix security problems which have been identified.
2. Install and use anti-virus software and personal firewalls. Keep this software updated. The correct use of these
programs can help protect your system from being compromised by malicious software.
3. Do not store your various User-IDs and passwords in
files on your computer. If someone gains access to your
computer this is the type of information they look for and
would aid them in accessing your account.
4. After using your browser to access a site where you
process sensitive information (e.g. myPay, your bank account, etc.) close all of your browser windows and restart a
new browser session. Sometimes the browser can hold that
information in memory (e.g. cache, etc) and some web sites
know where to look to find it.
5. Be very careful when installing software that gives
others access to your computer. Remote service software
or peer-to-peer software used for file sharing can create unintended openings into your computer that outsiders can use
if the software is not configured correctly.

392-4231
• 5 excellent dentists to choose from
• The dental center for ALL your dental needs from
children to grandparents and everyone in between
• Accepts retired & active duty dental insurance
• Conveniently located to Ft. Carson, Schriever AFB
and Peterson AFB
• Across the street from Fountain Safeway

6980 Mesa Ridge Parkway • Fountain, CO 80817
www.mesaridgedental.com
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Helping out troops is in the blood
By Douglas M. Rule
Fort Carson Public Affairs Office

FORT CARSON, Colo. — There isn’t a day that goes by
that someone in the military doesn’t get a phone call or an
e-mail asking what the sender can do for service members
who are deployed overseas.
Usually the response is a heartfelt thanks and suggestions
to contact charitable organizations that support all deployed
military personnel, local charities or family readiness groups.
Now the Air Force has a more definite answer.
March 19-23, Fort Carson and the U.S. Air Force
Academy will host a blood drive. This is not the normal
“roll up your sleeves and give to the local agency” kind of
drive. This is part of the Armed Services Blood Program.
The Armed Services Blood Program collects blood,
processes it within the Department of Defense and immediately sends it out to the field, where it is most needed.
That need, right now, is in Iraq and Afghanistan. A single
unit of blood can mean the difference between life and
death for an injured service member in the field. It can
mean the difference between losing a limb and keeping a
leg or arm.
When an outside organization comes onto base to collect
blood, that organization processes the blood, then sells it to
whoever needs it. When the Army, Air Force, Navy or Marine
Corps buys the blood back, even if it came from a Soldier,

Airman, Sailor or Marine, it can cost the government about
$680. And, there can be negotiating about trading blood —
larger amounts of common blood types for lesser quantities
of rarer blood. So, in order to get a unit of O negative blood,
one might have to wheel and deal five units of O positive.
The ironic situation is that if there were a natural disaster
locally and blood was desperately needed, the Army would
donate what they have on hand.
The ASBP reports that about 500 units are needed each
week in Iraq. One Soldier recently needed 300 units alone.
When the blood is drawn either at Fort Carson or the
Academy, it will be brought to Peterson Air Force Base and
flown to Fort Hood, Texas, for processing. Within 72 hours,
that same blood may be in a field hospital in Iraq saving
the life of a wounded service member.
Because of donation restrictions, service members and
civilians who have traveled to Iraq cannot donate for one year.
Many of those same people have been stationed in Europe
as well. Unfortunately, being in both locations has the potential for the donor to have a blood-borne disease. We can’t
save an Airman or Soldier, and then unnecessarily risk his
life for something that could have been prevented. For a list
of restrictions, visit www.militaryblood.dod.mil.
ASBP has set aside a week when about 100 Department
of Defense medical personnel will come to Colorado Springs
to collect blood. They will be at the Air Force Academy

In general, to donate blood
you should:
Weigh at least 110 pounds
Be at least 17 years of age
 Have been feeling well for at least three days
 Be well hydrated
 Have eaten something prior to donating
 If someone has not donated blood since Jan. 21
they are eligible to give blood again on March 19.



Source: www.militaryblood.dod.mil

March 19-21 and Fort Carson March 22-23.
What is important it to get the word out now. If you want
to donate blood for this drive, you cannot have given blood
after Jan. 23. But it is also time to get “mobilized.” Cut this
article out. Stick it to your refrigerator. Mark your calendar.
Make copies. Take it to church, the office or to your social
organization. Reprint it in your bulletin. E-mail highlights
to friends and co-workers.
Set up a challenge to see how many people you can recruit.
Get the word out. Can’t give blood, but want to help? There
are a lot of supporting roles you can play. For more information, call Command Sgt. Major Joseph Van Dyke at 5262549 or Master Sgt. Lisa Belsher at 526-0423.
You want to give something to the troops? Give them the
gift of life.

Gentle Dental Care
Howard Short, D.M.D.
Accepting
United Concordia Insurance
for military families!

CALL
FOR APPOINTMENT!

719-574-7631

  

5739 Constitution Ave.
(SW corner Constitution and
Powers next to Walgreens)

Open House
at Claremont Ranch





Saturday, February th ~ : a.m. - : p.m.
Complimentary catered lunch and prize drawings
for military personnel and their families!*
CLAREMONT RANCH
Marksheffel & Constitution
Close to military bases!
Homes from the upper $100s
Approx. 1,350 to 2,150 sq. ft.
719-573-8095

*Terms and conditions apply. No purchase necessary to enter or win. Prices, specifications and availability
are subject to change without notice. ©2007 Richmond American Homes of Colorado, Inc.

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!
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No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!
• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.
referral is
No Primary Care
ply call for
necessary. Sim
an appointment.



The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

548-8717

 



"

# #  
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Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392



    & "

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.
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Peru: Rescue operations
From page 1
we talk Spanish and can help them out.”
Once the Peruvian special forces touched
ground and made their way to the pilots, they
coordinated a helicopter rescue with help
from the C-130 above. After lifting both pilots
into the helicopter 100 feet above, the helicopter closed its doors and took off, marking
the end to a successful and safe exercise.
“Safety is paramount,” said Capt. Jeffrey
Vissepo, the chief of safety for the Puerto
Rico ANG. “Safety was put first in this exercise, and I was thoroughly impressed with
the Peruvians.”
Following the four-day exercise, teams
from both air forces will travel to Lima, Peru,
to participate in a joint air show. A number
of U.S. aircraft will perform during the air
show as well as serve as static displays.
The Peruvian air show will be the first of
the year for the 12th Air Force and Air
Forces Southern. The joint exercise and air
show directly support the U.S. Southern
Command’s engagement goals and further
relations between allied nations.

Taxes: Prepared
From page 1
ment. If you are assigned to a unit without a representative,
contact the Peterson Tax Center at 556-4871.
A basic return normally consists of income and daycare
and/or education credits. If your return consists of a
Schedule A, C, D or anything with questions, request more

SECURITY
Give your career
some added security.

with complicated Schedule C, D or E. If you fall into one of
these categories, or if your tax situation is complex in some
other way, call the Tax Center and explain your circumstance prior to making an appointment. No one knows your
tax situation better than you do, and failure to provide the
needed documents may reduce your tax refund.
For information about the VITA program or for general
tax-related questions, call the Tax Center during duty hours
at 556-9306. To schedule a tax preparation appointment in
the Tax Center call 556-4871.
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The rapid growth of the Internet and
e-Business has increased the need of
individuals capable of protecting vital
enterprise computer systems and
networks from unauthorized change,
improper access, theft of information
and monetary theft.
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CTU offers:
• Security courses validated by
the Committee on National
Security Systems

859 HAPPY CUSTOMERS

• Military Certification of CTU
degree programs

Would you like to be #860?

• Gain knowledge necessary
to meet DOD8570
requirements

Rich Caruso works hard to keep his
customers happy. He saves them
time and money. Give him a call
and judge for yourself.

• Available Bachelor and
Executive Format Masters
Degrees in Computer
System Security

You’ll like
doing business
with us.

CLIMB TO THE PEAK OF YOUR PROFESSION®
Colorado Springs, CO

Master Sgt. Jesse Arnold goes over operations of a transmitter with a Peruvian pilot during a joint combat
search and rescue exercise Feb. 14 near Chiclayo, Peru. The exercise was part of Falcon and Condor 2007,
a joint exercise between the U.S. and Peruvian Air Forces. Sergeant Arnold is an Air Force survival, evasion,
resistance and escape specialist.

time when making appointments. Check previous year’s
return before calling for an appointment.
For those single active duty members, a drop-off tax
preparation service is offered. Drop off documents in the Base
Legal Office, Building 350, room 2068, no appointment
needed, but ensure all tax source documents are in order.
After completing a questionnaire you will be notified by email or phone when the return is complete. This service is
only for those filing a 1040EZ.
The VITA program is not designed to assist those taxpayers

Climb to the peak of your profession with a career in:

4435 N. Chestnut St.

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Kerry Jackson

survival information with the Peruvian pilot
stranded on the ground.
“I gave him an idea of some of the equipment that we use,” he said. “I also showed
him some of the different evasion principles we teach our U.S. pilots.”
The Puerto Rico ANG also played a key
role during the exercise. The C-130 aircrew
was responsible for finding the pilots on the
ground and delivering the Peruvian special
forces who performed a high altitude, low
opening, or HALO, jump from the C-130.
They were also responsible for command
and control during the rescue operation,
communicating with the Peruvian special
forces from the skies above. The unique
bilingual capabilities of the Puerto Rican
ANG helped break down the sometimes
problematic communication barrier.
“We have the same language, so we actually have a good understanding with each
other,” said Master Sgt. Adrian Rivera, a C130 crewmember from the Puerto Rican
ANG. “Sometimes it’s easier for us when

(866) 386-1893

www.coloradotech.edu

Colorado Technical University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission and a member of the North Central Association,
30 N. LaSalle St., Suite 2400, Chicago, IL 60602. 312-263-0456 - www.ncahigherlearningcommission.org

BULBS PLUS, INC.
RECYCLE DEPOT
PHONE (719) 632-2670

2217-B PLATTE AVE.
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B a s e
CSU Pueblo open house
Colorado State University at Pueblo is
hosing an open house from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. March 7 at the Peterson Education
Center, Room 113A. There will be information about college programs and free
pizza and drinks. For information, call 5743312.

NAF sale
There is a NAF sale March 16 at the
former Enlisted Club from 9 to 10 a.m. for
dorm residents and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. for all
other ID card holders.
Merchandise includes used televisions,
chairs, sofas, computer equipment,
sporting goods, sport shirts, bowling merchandise and more. One day sealed bids
will be accepted for NAF trucks and vans.
Sporting equipment includes cross country
skis, downhill skis, ski boots, snowboards
and water skis (one pair). Payment
methods include personal checks, Visa or
MasterCard and cash. Purchases must be
removed by 4 p.m. For information, call
556-7435.

Crews into shape
Crews into Shape is a four-week challenge that brings people together for a team
approach to wellness. The goal of this challenge is increase every airmen’s fitness and
health level. Each crew consists of between
two and 10 members who earn points for exercising, maintaining or achieving a goal
weight, eating fruits and vegetables and
drinking fluids. The deadline to register a
crew is Feb. 28.
The challenge is March 4-31. For challenge rules and registration information,
visit www-nehc.med.navy.mil/hp/crews

www.csmng.com

B r i e f s
_into_shape or call Amy Patsch at 556-6674
or e-mail amy.patsch.ctr@peterson.af.mil.

ID card section priority
Beginning Feb. 1, the ID Card Customer
Service section at the Military Personnel
Flight will have priority days for the following groups:
Mondays and Wednesdays active duty in
uniform receive priority, Tuesdays and
Thursdays civilian employees and Fridays retirees, contractors and dependents. Those
seeking service on their non-prioritization
day will receive service, but can expect a
longer waiting time. The prioritization only
affects the ID card section.

MOAA scholarship opens
season
The Military Officers Association of
America has opened its 2007 “Base/Post
Scholarship” program, which offers individual $1000 grants to 25 dependents of
active duty personnel worldwide. To be eligible, students must be younger than 24,
working on a first undergraduate degree,
and a dependent child of an active duty
service member — enlisted, warrant officer
or officer — in the U.S. Army, Navy, Air
Force, Marines Coast Guard, Public Health
Service or National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, including
members or the drilling Reserves and
National Guard.
Recipients will be randomly selected from
among participants within each of the seven
services. No standardized test scores or
essays required. MOAA membership is not
a requirement. To apply, visit www.moaa.
org. The deadline is noon, Eastern Standard
Time, March 1.
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F-22s: Prominent debut
From page 3
versaries is like no other on earth,” Smith
said. “Our pilots are experiencing a tremendous learning curve.”
The F-22’s debut at the prominent Red
Flag exercise is a significant milestone for the
jet, Smith said. Red Flag is an advanced, realistic combat training exercise designed
for fighter pilots, conducted over the Nellis
Range Complex which measures 60 by 100
nautical miles.
The exercise was established in 1975 because aerial-combat statistics suggested a
pilot’s survival and success increased significantly after the first 10 sorties. In Red Flag
exercises, the Blue Forces represent friendly
forces, while Red Forces simulate the enemy.
In addition to aerial combat, Blue Forces
also train in various tactics to engage
ground targets such as mock airfields, convoys, and other ground defensive positions.
However, exercises at Red Flag often provide
other unique training opportunities.
Training with the B-2 and F-117 is “unprecedented” because the F-22 enhances
the lethality of other Air Force aircraft,
Colonel Smith said. The same principles
apply with Air Force pilots who are practicing engagement with U.S. allies.
Because the United States usually doesn’t
engage in combat without coalition forces,
Smith said training with the RAF and
RAAF at Red Flag provided valuable experience for all involved.
“This exercise is a great chance for us to
learn what (sister and coalition forces) can
do, and for them to learn what we’re capable
of,” he said. The addition of RAF and RAAF
players makes the training more diverse and
valuable for all pilots involved. The main

“Our joint forces don’t
want a fair fight. We
want every fight we
enter to be patently
unfair — to the other
guy.”
Maj. Jack Miller,
Langley AFB spokesman
idea is not just about the F-22, but how it enhances the overall Air Force package.
But the overall expected result for the F22s’ involvement at Red Flag is to foster and
maintain an “unfair advantage” over the enemies of the United States, said Maj. Jack
Miller, a Langley AFB spokesman. “Our
joint forces don’t want a fair fight. We want
every fight we enter to be patently unfair to the other guy.”
Despite the F-22s’ “unfair advantage,”
Smith said flying against the Red Force aggressors of the 414th Combat Training
Squadron is not an easy task. Aggressor pilots
are made up of F-16 and F-15 pilots specially
trained to replicate tactics and techniques of
potential adversaries according to the 414th
CTS/Red Flag fact sheet.
“These scenarios are not made to be easy,”
Smith said. “These (Red Forces) pilots are
well trained and good at their job.”
In addition, Red Forces aren’t limited to
aggressor pilots. There is no shortage of
ground threats at Red Flag. These include
electronically simulated surface-to-air missiles, anti-aircraft artillery, and communications jamming, according to 414th CTS
officials.
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Casa Bonita:

By Nel Lampe
CSMNG

Casa Bonita is a popular family theme
restaurant in the Denver area in 1974.
But it’s not the kind of theme restaurant
you might expect — no celebrities’ year
books and guitars are on display. The gift
shop isn’t filled with expensive leather
jackets with the restaurant chain logo.
The restaurant’s setting is an authenticlooking Mexican village.
Fireflies and stars twinkle against vaulted
ceilings that are as dark as the nighttime
sky. Dining tables dot the villa courtyard,
and Mariachi bands perform tableside.
Youngsters can hardly finish their meals
before wanting to explore the village —
whether or not it’s the first visit. There are
30 attractions to explore, including Bart’s
Cave, a puppet theater, a wishing well, a
Mercado (market), an arcade, a pond of
goldfish and a piñata to break. Children
watch the skits at the flat-rock stage near
the waterfall and delight in the divers who
jump off cliffs next to a 30-foot high waterfall into a 14-foot deep pool.

Photo by Nel Lampe

A youngster watches a puppet show in the theater near
the Mercado.

There’s no admission fee for this funfilled village, just the price of a meal, and
anyone older than 2 must order a meal. But,
people really don’t visit Casa Bonita for the
food. They come for the ambiance and entertainment. Casa Bonita caters to children,
but there’s plenty for adults to enjoy, too.
The menu is comprised of enchilada, burrito, taco and fajita combination plates, but,
If Mexican-style food isn’t your fancy, there’s
a chicken-fried steak and chicken dinner.
The Mexican food selections on the adult
menu include a beef or chicken “all you can
eat” combination for $11. A taco or enchilada plate, taco salad or fajitas is about $9.
The chicken fried steak or fried chicken are
also about $9.
“Little Amigos” plates, for children, run
about $4 for ages 2-12 and the price of the
meal also includes the entertainment.
An endless supply of sopapillas is served
as dessert. The server brings a basket of the
deep-fried dough squares. Try them with
honey. When the basket is empty, just raise
the little flag on the table to summon a
server for another basket.
Diners carry their own trays to the dining
area where a host will direct the group to a
table. Someone will help carry trays if assistance is needed. Ask to be seated poolside
if possible, where you can watch the skits and
divers while you eat. There are also tables
tucked away in caves, a mine, a balcony or
hacienda.
If poolside seats are not available, don’t
worry, the skits are scheduled to run all
night long and can be seen after a meal.
Casa Bonita was created in an old department store that once anchored a strip mall
in the 6700 block of East Colfax.
The creator of Casa Bonita restaurants,
Bill Waugh, started with one in Little Rock,
Ark., then two more in Tulsa and Oklahoma
City, Okla. The Denver area was the last
one he created.
Waugh heard a story about a Mexican
cantina where soldiers went to relax and
forget about their troubles. The restaurants
are his version of that story.
He added more details and entertain-

G o
Musicals
“Capitol Steps” is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. Feb. 28 at in the
Sangre de Cristo Arts Center Theater, 210 N. Santa Fe Ave.
in downtown Pueblo. Tickets are $20, call (719) 295-7200.
“Aida,” part of the Broadway series, is scheduled for April
13-14 in the Pikes Peak Center,. Call 520-SHOW for tickets.

Photos by Nel Lampe

A Mexican-style village
with food and ambiance

Casa Bonita Restaurant is
marked with an 85-foot
tower, topped with gold leaf
and a statue of an emperor.
It’s the cornerstone of a
strip mall along West
Colfax Street. A large fountain (inset) is in front of the
building.

ment, making the last one the most elaborate. The Denver-area restaurant is the only
Casa Bonita remaining, although it has
changed owners.
A large fountain, shipped from Mexico
in several pieces, was later installed in front
of the restaurant. In summer months, hundreds of flowers surround the fountain.
Casa Bonita has an 85-foot pink stucco
bell tower topped with the figure of Mexico’s
last emperor. The tower is outlined in small
white lights.
Inside Casa Bonita, palm trees, flowers
and fountains abound.
A visit to Casa Bonita calls for patience,
because lines to get in can be lond. Winter
crowds are usually Colorado citizens, but
summer crowds also include lots of tourists
and even longer lines.. Casa Bonita seats
about 1,100 people.
Casa Bonita is open from 11 a.m. until

G e t

9:30 p.m., Sunday through Thursday and
from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday and Saturdays.
Casa Bonita also offers birthday party
packages. The restaurant will also try to accommodate parties with a minimum of
seven people. A decorated table and a host
or hostess will be provided.
Birthday party guests don’t have to wait
in line, but are served after being seated. To
make party arrangements, call (303) 2325115.
To get to Casa Bonita, take Interstate 25
north to Denver. Exit at Colfax, and go west
to the 6700 block, in Lakewood. Formerly
known as the JCRS shopping center, it is
now the Bell Tower Plaza. Watch for the
pink bell tower landmark on the north side
of the street. Parking is in the shopping
center parking lot.
Courtesy of the Fort Carson Mountaineer.

O u t

Interstate 25, going north. Call 1-800-925-2250 for times,
or go to www.dmns.org.

David Copperfield performs his magic March 13 in shows
at 5:30 and 8:30 p.m. in the Pikes Peak Center, 190 S.
Cascade Ave. Call 520-SHOW for ticket information.

the IMAX theater in the Denver Museum of Nature and
Science, 2001 Colorado Blvd. The films, “Everest,” “Blue
Planet,” “Dolphins,” “Seasons,” “Africa: The Serengeti,” and
“Shackleton’s Antarctic Adventure,” are being rerun daily.
Admission for each film is $8 for adults and $6 for ages
3-18. Call (303) 322-7009 or log on to www.dmns.org to
check film schedules. The festival runs through March 15.

Concerts

Disney on Ice

“Last of the Breed Tour” is 7:30 p.m. March 13, at This concert, in the Colorado Springs World Arena. The show features Willie Nelson, Merle Haggard, Ray Price and Asleep
at the Wheel.
Go to www.worldarena.com or call 576-2626 for ticket information.
The Air Force Academy Band presents free concerts in the
Pikes Peak Center, Sunday at 2 p.m., March 4 at 2:30 p.m.,
April 22 at 2:30 p.m. and May 15 at 7 p.m. Pick up free
tickets at the Pikes Peak Center box office.

“Monsters, Inc.” is in the World Arena March 22-25, with
7:30 p.m. shows March 23 and 24, and daytime shows March
24, 25. Tickets start at $17. Call 576-2626 or stop by the box
office.

Magic

Academy concerts
The Academy Concerts series in Arnold Hall Theater at
the Air Force Academy will feature “Wonderful Town”
March 3 and Chip Davis and Mannheim Steamroller May
4. Contact the Academy box office at 333-4497 for information. Shows are in Arnold Hall Theater at the Air Force
Academy.

New planetarium show
“Cosmic Collisions” is the new show in Gates Planetarium
at the Denver Museum of Nature and Science. Dramatic
events which took place in the universe are re-created and
included in the planetarium show.
Tickets are $8 for the show. The Denver museum is in
Denver’s City Park, take the Colorado Boulevard exit from

IMAX festival
IMAX fans can see one of the top six films showing at

Theater
“Little Shop of Horrors,” runs through March 11 in the Fine
Arts Center theater, 30 W. Dale St.
Productions are at 8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and at 2
p.m. Sundays. For tickets, call 634-5583.
Compiled by Nel Lampe, courtesy of the Fort Carson
Mountaineer.
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Peterson basketball playoffs stacked with talent
By Walt Johnson

Competitive League standings

CSMNG

Open House
at Sierra Springs

Saturday, February  ~ : a.m. - : p.m.
th

as of Feb. 15
1. 721st MSG 11-4
2. 21st SCS 10-6
3. 21st CONS 8-6
4. 21st LRS -8-6
5. 21st SVS -9-7

6. 1st SPC BAT 9-7
7. 21st CES/CEF -8-9
8. 21st SFS -7-8
9. 721st SFS-4-12
10. JPPSO -3-12

Photo by Walt Johnson

Editor’s note: The Peterson Air Force Base Competitive
league basketball playoffs will begin the first week of
March. Results from the first round of the Over 30 playoffs, which began Tuesday, were not available at press
time.
A season of diving for loose balls, close calls and clutch
shooting has ended for the Over 30 basketball league, and
the playoffs to crown a new champion have begun.
Both of the regular season league champions,
Headquarters Air Force Space Command in the Monday
and Wednesday league, and Detachment 4 Air Force
Operation, Test and Evaluation Center in the Tuesday and
Thursday league, finished the year with two losses and
went into the double elimination tournament as the top
seeds.
It won’t be a cake walk to the championship game for
either team, however, because the other six teams in the
playoffs also had great seasons and are capable of beating
anyone on any day.
The number two seeds in each league, AFSPC/A1 and
AFSPC IG each finished with 10-4 records. The third seeded
team in each league, 21st Services and 21st Civil Engineers
are dangerous teams.
Halfway through the regular season Mike Coats, Peterson
intramural sports director, said this is one of the most competitive leagues he has seen in a few years and the standings
and the teams that made the playoffs show just what he
meant.
Only one team, AFSPC/A2, made this year’s playoff s
with less than a 500 record.
The first round of elimination playoff games is scheduled for 11 a.m. and noon today. The match ups will feature the losers of the games played Tuesday and the losers
of today’s games.
Friday will feature the first round of the winner’s bracket
tournament as well as the four winners of the first round
games from Tuesday.
These games will be 11 a.m. and noon.

Competitive league players battle in recent action. The competitive league playoffs will begin in early March.

PUT ON A NEW UNIFORM!

Complimentary catered lunch and prize drawings
for military personnel and their families!*
SIERRA SPRINGS
Academy & Astrozon
Close to military bases!
Homes from the upper $100s
Approx. 1,200 to 1,500 sq. ft.
719-638-1574

*Terms and conditions apply. No purchase necessary to enter or win. Prices, specifications and availability
are subject to change without notice. ©2007 Richmond American Homes of Colorado, Inc.

A copy of the Space
Guardian is
waiting for
you at the
commissary,
the shop pette,the CDC
and all around
Peterson.

Remington College – Colorado Springs Campus
provides education in the following areas:

Associate of Applied Science
Degree Programs:
• Criminal Justice

Bachelor of Science
Degree Programs:
• Criminal Justice

Diploma Programs:
• Medical Assisting
• Pharmacy Technician
• Computer Support Specialist

6050 Erin Park Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 80918

www.4classes.org

CALL TODAY
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Peterson Athlete of the Week
Name:
Lyron Paul
Position:
Varsity Basketball player

A t h l e t e o f t h e We e k
What is more important, your favorite team winning or your hated rival losing?
Without a doubt I would rather see my favorite team win any time. It’s more enjoyable
when the team you are rooting for can be successful.
How did you get started with basketball?
I have to credit my mom for that. When I was growing up she told me to find a sport
that I liked because she didn’t want me to be in the house playing video games all day.
If you could play any professional sport what would it be and why?
I would have to say I could see myself playing in the NBA. I enjoy the game of basketball and that is good for me because it’s the sport I’m best at.
If you had the power to change one thing in the world today what would that be?
There are actually two things I would like to see change. I would like to know that
there are no homeless children in the world. I would also like to know that hatred, in all
forms, would be eliminated.
What is your favorite NBA team?
My hometown team, the New Orleans Hornets
What pro athlete would you like to be and why?
I like to win and be dominant while winning so I would have to say Shaquille O’Neal
because he has been the most dominant force in basketball the past 10 years.
If you could have been any sports figure in history, who would you have wanted to
be?
Muhammad Ali. I have always been impressed with how he stood up for what he believed in and he was true to himself. I believe he was chosen to be the person he is because he came along at a time when the nation’s social conscience needed a person
like Ali.
What is your favorite movie?
Pulp Fiction.
If a natural disaster struck and you could save one thing you have now, what
would that be?
My high school MVP award. I was selected as a tournament MVP in my senior year in
High School. I didn’t play basketball until my senior year and to win the MVP award in
that tournament gave me the confidence to know I could play the game and play it well.

We’re committed to mission readiness.
ARINC supports every branch of the U.S. military. Our local ofﬁce in Colorado
Springs is revolutionizing space, satellite communications and GPS engineering
services. Our technical expertise ranges from platform engineering to systems
integration, testing, exercise and logistics support. Our customers turn to ARINC
for results beyond expectation. We’re ready to apply our experience, knowledge and
dedication to make your program a complete success.

arinc.com

1925 Aerotech Drive, Suite 212 • Colorado Springs • CO 80916 • Tel: 719.574.9001

