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An A-10 Thunderbolt II takes off to provide close-air support to ground
troops in Iraq April 25 from Al Asad Air Base, Iraq. The 438th Air
Expeditionary Group A-10s perform 10 sorties daily, with 900 sorties
in this last four months.

A-10 provides top cover for troops in Iraq
By Staff Sgt. Carlos Diaz
U.S. Central Command Air Forces Public Affairs

AL ASAD AIR BASE, Iraq (AFNEWS) — The catalysts
behind one of the most kinetically advanced air forces in the
world can be found at the 438th Air Expeditionary Group’s
maintenance and fighter squadrons.
The Airmen assigned to these units employ their kinetic
energy by flying the A-10 Thunderbolt II, an aircraft that provides close-air support to U.S. ground forces in Iraq.
Select A-10s are decorated with menacing eyes and razorsharp teeth. Its primary built-in weapon is the 30-mm Gatling
gun, the largest, heaviest and most powerful aircraft gun in the
U.S. military. It’s also equipped with air-to-ground tactical
missiles and bombs.
On any given day, sorties are flown around the clock. Before

one of those particular sorties, Master Sgt. Karl McKissick sits
inside a large white truck performing a launch out.
“During a launch out, I ensure safety is being followed,
pre-flight checks are performed correctly and communications with ops is maintained,” said Sergeant McKissick, the
flightline production supervisor.
In that capacity, Sergeant McKissick produces flying schedules based on air tasking orders, coordinates maintenance operations, schedules inspections and tracks supply orders.
“It’s a great feeling to see the planes leave full and come
back empty,” he said. “All the preparation and maintenance
performed on the aircraft help (the pilots) drop the bombs
on target.”
Three Airmen who directly contribute to that phrase are
members of the avionics, crew chief and weapons team.

CSAF’s civic leader tour group
sees Warren mission in action
By 2nd Lt.
Lisa Meiman

Space Command tour led by Gen. Kevin P.
Chilton, AFSPC commander, who accom90th Space Wing Public Affairs
panied the group from Peterson Air Force
F.E. Warren AFB,
Base, Colo.
Wyo. — Ten members
During the tour of the missile fields, which
of the Air Force Civic
span across the states of Wyoming, Colorado
Leader Group recently
and Nebraska, General Chilton said he
visited F.E. Warren Air
gained a deeper appreciation for the security
Force Base to learn
forces who guard the launch facilities.
about the interconti- Gen. Kevin P. Chilton,
“When an alarm goes off, if something
nental ballistic missile AFSPC commander happens, security forces have to respond,”
mission and its role in strategic deterrence he said. “It can be the worst weather in the
and national security.
See Tour page 8
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“I’m responsible for maintaining the different avionic systems and troubleshooting any problems,” said Staff Sgt.
Mark Fesperman, an A-10 avionics specialist.
As an A-10 crew chief, Staff Sgt. Derrick Dodd is the
overall caretaker of aircraft. He conducts aircraft inspections and services the hydraulic and airframe work.
“We also ensure the aircraft is ready for the weapons specialists to perform their work,” Sergeant Dodd said.
“I load, maintain and inspect anything that has to do with
the weapons system on the aircraft,” said Tech. Sgt. Brian
Booze, the A-10 weapons load team chief.
These three craftsmen work together to keep the A-10s
ready to fight the war on terrorism.
See A-10 page 11

Lease agreement ensures Peterson families
can remain in homes without any disruption
Tierra Vista Communities, the privatization project here, is encouraging all Peterson
housing residents to sign their Tenant Lease
Agreement, or lease, during upcoming lease
signing events. All Airmen currently living
in, or moving into, base family housing will
sign the same TLA in preparation for the
transition to privatized family housing. The
TLA is a required element of the transition
to privatized family housing, which is currently planned to occur in July.
“This document is very similar to a conventional lease Airmen would be required to sign
if they were renting a home in the community,” says Bob Mathis, Tierra Vista asset man-

Flying Cross

Lifesavers

WWII bomber crew awarded
Distinguished Flying Cross.

Airmen Emergency Medical Technicians are
lifesavers for deployed warfighters.

Page 4

Page 6

ager. “A significant amount of effort has gone
into writing this agreement to ensure that the
rights, duties and obligations of the military
member and Tierra Vista Communities are
clearly identified in the agreement. After careful
review of the TLA by the (Peterson) Office of
the SJA and the Office of General Counsel, we
are confident that the interests of all are adequately protected.”
The TLA is a document that begins an allotment (rent) that will be equal to the Basic
Allowance for Housing at the dependant
rate. Even though Airmen will be signing
See Lease page 8
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Privatization provides quality housing, maintenance
Commentary by Col. Jay G. Santee
In July, base housing will transition to privatized family housing to bring 708 new
homes, a new community center and a new
maintenance facility to Peterson.
This change allows us to provide quality
housing and maintenance at a level we’ve not
been able to achieve for several years and promises to improve beyond what our projected
funding would afford us in years to come.
The six year plan, from 2007 to 2013, will renovate and build houses to a modern standard,
with improved amenities, and responsive customer service.
Our goal is to accelerate our ability to provide Airmen access to safe, quality, affordable,
well-maintained housing in a community
where they will choose to live.
We are working hard with the property
owner to design the housing privatization contract so it maximizes the quality of life for
every Airman and makes it an attractive alternative to other commercial properties.
The 21st Space Wing’s leadership and our

The Space Observer is published every Thursday.
For advertising inquiries, call Colorado Springs
Military Newspapers, (719) 634-5905. Employees
of Peterson Air Force Base who want to place a free
classified advertisement should call 329-5236.
Articles for the Space Observer should be submitted
to the 21st SW/PAI, Attn: Space Observer. For submission details call the editor at (719) 556-4351 or
DSN 834-4351 or e-mail space.observer@
peterson.af.mil. Deadline for article submission is
noon the Thursday one week before publication.
News brief items must be submitted on-line at
www.peterson.af.mil and will run on a space available basis. All articles, copy and announcements
submitted will be edited to conform to AFI Series 35
and the Associated Press Stylebook and Libel
Manual.

Col.
Jay G. Santee

21st Space Wing commander

21st Space
Wing
commander
project owner are committed to building a
better quality of life for you and your families. Even under new ownership, the strong
heritage of a military community will be
preserved and strengthened with added
amenities.
As a current base resident, I am excited
about this change and see it as a win-win for
all of us. This transition is the best way to
provide the facilities and amenities you so
rightly deserve.
This is one more step towards the
second element of our mission “...providing unsurpassed installation support

and protection...”
The next Town Hall Meeting is 5:30 to 7 p.m.
May 9 in the base auditorium — I challenge
each housing resident to attend the meeting
and address any questions or concerns.

Submitting Action Lines
The Action Line is a direct link to the 21st
Space Wing commander. It should be used
when other avenues have failed. Concerns
should be addressed at the lowest possible
level in the chain of command and elevated
as necessary.
If satisfactory results have not been attained
by addressing the chain of command, call the
Action Line at 556-7777 or fax 556-7848.
Though not required, Action Line users
should leave point-of-contact information
when submitting an Action Line. This will
allow those who are addressing the concern
to clarify the information and respond, if necessary. Not all responses are printed; however, if information allows, a response will be
rendered in another format.

Peterson Air Force Base - Notable Numbers
The following base agencies listed below
can be contacted locally to resolve issues:
Fire Department (Emergency) 911
Base Operator
556-7321
Action Line
556-7777
Base Exchange
596-7270

Chaplain
Civil Engineers
Commissary
Dental Clinic
Fraud, Waste and Abuse
Housing Maintenance
Inspector General

556-4442
556-4030
556-7765
556-1333
556-2104
556-4455
556-2104

Military/Civilian/Travel Pay
MEO
Optometry
Air Force OSI
Public Affairs
Safety Office
Security Forces

556-4770
556-7693
556-1065
556-4347
556-5185
556-4392
556-4000
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WWII bomber crew awarded Flying Cross
By Staff Sgt. J.G. Buzanowski
Secretary of the Air Force Public Affairs
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WASHINGTON (AFNEWS) — It was a
warm summer morning when the crew of the
Flak Man, a B-24 Liberator, joined other
bombers and their escort fighters on a daring
mission. They flew from Pantanella, Italy, and
played a key role in the bombing of oil refineries
700 miles away near Ploesti, Romania. The location was of strategic importance — Nazi
Germany got 60 percent of their petroleum
from the plants there.
En route, there was heavy resistance from
the Luftwaffe in the air and from anti-aircraft
fire on the ground. But despite heavy damage
to the Flak Man, the crew was able to successfully deliver their munitions and return to Italy,
their mission complete and instrumental to
halting the Nazi war machine.
The next morning, the crew was sent out
again, but the Flak Man was too damaged to
fly. The crew instead went out in the Black Fox,
a B-24 so similar to their beloved Flak Man,
they hardly noticed the difference. On the way
to their target in Austria, the Black Fox was
shot down, killing one of the crew, Tech. Sgt.
William Magill. The others were held as prisoners until the end of the war.
In a ceremony on Capitol Hill April 24, the
crew of the Flak Man was awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross for their role in the
Ploesti mission 63 years ago. The three living
members of the original crew were on hand for
the event, while representatives for the others
accepted their medals. The honorees were:
 1st Lt. James E. Jatho
 1st Lt. Edward L. “Mac” McNally
 2nd Lt. Theodore D. Bell
 2nd Lt. George N. Croft
 Tech. Sgt. Jay T. Fish
 Tech. Sgt. William A. Magill

Photo by Senior Airman Rusti Caraker

Maj. Gen. Robert Smolen, Air Force District of Washington commander and former 1st Lt. Edward McNally pay their
respects during a wreath-laying ceremony in honor of the “Flak Man” B-24 Liberator crew April 24 in Washington, D.C.
Mr. McNally was a member of the bomber crew who encountered heavy anti-aircraft fire July 15, 1944, and lost one
engine, but still managed to complete their mission of bombing the Nazi’s oil refinery lifeline in Romania. They were
shot down the next day while participating in a raid over Austria and were taken prisoner of war.
Staff Sgt. Frank G. Celuck
Staff Sgt. Robert D. Speed
 Staff Sgt. Daniel P Toomey
Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. T. Michael
Moseley and Rep. C.W. Bill Young, R-Fla.,
awarded the DFCs with American flags that
had been flown over the Capitol.
“This is the legacy of today’s Air Force and a
sign of what young Americans are all about,”
General Moseley said. “They walked in the
footsteps of Airmen before them just as they
paved the way for us. Today’s Airmen stand on



Need room?
Basments are included in every home!

the shoulders of giants and it’s my honor to
present these American heroes with the
Distinguished Flying Cross.”
The flight to properly recognize the Flak Man
crew began at a reunion almost 10 years ago.
Lieutenant Edward “Mac” McNally, the crew’s
bombardier, had heard one member of the crew
had possibly been awarded the DFC.
But it was unknown if the award was for the
entire team, so Lieutenant McNally launched a
See Crew page 8

At Journey Homes’ new
Countryside North community, you
can see, touch, and feel your new home.
We don’t expect you to buy off a blueprint.
Walk through ranches, two-story, and
split level homes, all
specifically designed for Colorado.

All 15 home-styles are available for
May move-ins.
Open 10 to 6, Monday through Saturday,
and 12 to 6 on Sunday.
719-482-5287 or 1-800-620-8319

Come tour your finished home.

15 different home styles, with payments designed to fit your basic pay table.

www.JourneyHomes.com

All home prices and offers subject to change without prior notice.

Fort
Carson

È

Grand Opening

Visit
today.

Minutes from
Fort Carson.
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Cancelling TRICARE dental
coverage upon retirement
Servicemembers must disenroll family
members from the TDP when they retire
from active duty. You lose your eligibility for
the TDP due to end of entitlement (retirement). The Web site for the TDP is www.tricaredentalprogram.com.
There are three convenient ways to disenroll from the TDP:
 Disenroll online using the TDP Online
Enrollment/ Change Form. This form can be
found at www.tricaredentalprogram.com.
 The TDP Enrollment/Change Form can
be downloaded and mailed to:
United Concordia/TDP
P.O. Box 827583
Philadelphia, PA 19182-7583
 Fax the TDP Enrollment/Change Form
to 1-888-734-1944
A sponsor must complete the TDP
Enrollment/Change Form and forward it to
United Concordia for processing. If a sponsor
is not available to complete and sign the form,
an individual with a Power of Attorney (POA)
can initiate disenrollment only if the POA

allows the individual to enter into contracts.
A copy of the valid POA must be submitted
with the TDP Enrollment/ Change Form.

Cancellation policy
If the TDP Enrollment/Change Form is
received by the 20th of the month, the cancellation will be processed for the first day of
the following month. If the form is received
after the 20th of the month, cancellation will
be processed for the first day of the second
month following.
For Example: If your cancellation notification is received by 20 June, the cancellation will take effect 1 Jul. If your cancellation
notification is received 21 Jun or through the
end of the month of June, the cancellation
will take effect on 1 Aug.
Cancellation is processed according to the
date of receipt, not by a postmark date or the
date on the TDP Enrollment/Change Form.
Servicemembers are responsible for all
monthly payments until coverage is cancelled.

Upgrades give battlefield docs
access to patient medical history
FALLS CHURCH, Va. — The Theater
Medical Information Program-Joint has released a fifth groundbreaking upgrade to its
medical software suite. The new capability,
known as AHLTA Warrior, allows doctors on
the battlefield to view a patient’s complete
electronic health record that is stored stateside
in the AHLTA Clinical Data Repository.
“AHLTA Warrior will give deployed
providers a nearly 360 degree view of a patient’s health record,” said Army Col. Claude
Hines, TMIP-J program manager. “Not only
can they see the medical data collected in
theater, but now they will be able to review
a patient’s past medical history as well.”
Some other new features that will be welcome additions to the software suite include,
“wildcard” patient search functions, updated
medical dictionaries and new medical and
disease classification codes.
The “wildcard” patient search will allow
providers to quickly locate patient records

“This is a big win for both
the warfighter and the
Military Health System.”
Major Michael Holmes, director of
product development for TMIP-J
using the first few letters of a last name and
a special character. The updated codes will
streamline documenting and reporting
duties resulting in an overall improvement
in efficiency and data quality.
“This is a big win for both the warfighter
and the Military Health System,” says Maj.
Michael Holmes, director of product development for TMIP-J. “The TMIP Team and
its developmental partners are medical information management pioneers. Every upgrade delivers stronger and more flexible
functionality to the military’s deployed medical community.”

Short-term cash problems
wrecking your long-term prospects?
If you’re serious about making a change in how you manage your
money, then the Asset Recovery Kit (ARK) Program can help.

Officials author changes to overseas
tour extension incentive program list

ARK will provide military and DoD personnel and your families with a

Airmen must have or be eligible to obtain
the required PCS retainability and voluntarily extend their overseas tour 12 months.
OTEIP incentives include a $2,000 lump
sum payment, 30 days nonchargeable leave
or 15 days nonchargeable leave and government-funded, round-trip transportation for Airmen only from the overseas
location to the nearest continental United
States port.
Airmen who have an approved OTEIP
extension are not eligible for curtailment
except for the following reasons:
 pregnant members at dependent restricted locations;
 humanitarian or Exceptional Family
Member Program conditions; or
 mission directed changes that prevent
completion of the extension.
For more information, Airmen should
contact their unit commander support staff.

borrow up to 80% of your net pay to a maximum of $ 500. The loan

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas
(AFNEWS) — Air Force officials added an
enlisted specialty code and removed two
others from the Overseas Tour Extension
Incentive Program eligibility list for Airmen
serving at long tour locations.
Airmen in the communication-computer
systems control career field and 46 other
Air Force speciality codes with a date estimated return from overseas of May 1, 2008,
or later are eligible to apply for the program.
Air Force officials removed the liquid fuel
systems maintenance and heating, ventilation, air conditioning and refrigeration
career fields from the list.
To be eligible for OTEIP, Airmen must be
serving an accompanied, unaccompanied
or extended tour at a long tour location in
one of the 47 AFSCs designated by the secretary of the Air Force, or serving at a short
tour location where all AFSCs are eligible.

short-term, no interest loan to help meet your immediate cash needs.
As long as you agree to undertake ﬁnancial counseling (located at
5262 N. Academy Blvd., Suite 1000, Colorado Springs), you may
is offered at a $6 ﬂat fee with no credit report—BUT you must agree
to ﬁnancial counseling.
Take control of your ﬁnances. Contact one of our representatives
at Pentagon Federal Credit Union and ask how ARK may be able to
change your life.

Come talk with us today.
Colorado Springs Branch:
6045 Barnes Road
Monday–Friday, 10AM–6PM
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Airmen EMTs are lifesavers for deployed warfighters
BAGRAM AIRFIELD, Afghanistan
(AFNEWS) — You need heart, desire and
passion for this career field,” said Staff Sgt.
Melissa Martinez an emergency medical
technician.
An EMT is a responder trained to provide emergency medical services to the critically ill and injured.
“Anyone can do this job; however, attention to detail is vital in our business because
lives are at stake,” the seven-year Air Force
member said.
Sergeant Martinez and her counterpart,
Staff Sgt. Joseph Archangel, are two of several EMTs assigned to Task Force Med at
the Craig Joint Theater Hospital in Bagram
Air Base.
Both NCOs share similar reasons for becoming EMTs.
“My grandfather was a doctor, and my
aunts and uncles were also in the medical
career field, so growing up I always wanted
to help people,” said Sergeant Archangel,
who served in the Army as a medic before
joining the Air Force.
Sergeant Martinez’s interest in the job was
received with plenty of encouragement from
family and friends.
“I had an interest in helping people, too,”
she said, “and a lot of people told me I’d do
well in it. I also had a lot of medical professionals help me and they pushed me to
pursue this career field.”
Both EMTs have deployed before.
Sergeant Archangel is on his third deployment, while Sergeant Martinez is on her

second. However, this is her first deployment as an EMT. She used to be a security
forces Airman.
Both of them are assigned to the 60th
Medical Operations Squadron at Travis Air
Force Base, Calif. and have received plenty
of training in preparation for their deployment. That training, however, doesn’t end at
the home base.
To keep their skills sharp, EMTs participate in scenario-based exercises. One of
those particular exercises is an ambulance
run. It tests the EMTs abilities to respond rapidly, provide medical care and simulate reallife situations by carrying, loading and
transporting the “patient.”
Since deployed, the EMTs got to put their
world-class training to the test during an
unexpected, intense moment.
Sergeants Archangel and Martinez agreed
that the Feb. 27 suicide bomber’s attack outside of Bagram’s perimeter gate was a surreal scene.
According to both EMTs, the scene resembled a Hollywood war movie set.
“I don’t think I’ll ever forget what it was
like being one of the first medics to respond
to the scene,” Sergeant Archangel said.
“I first set all of my feelings to the side,”
said Sergeant Martinez. “I tried not to feel
anything because that’s how people end
up with stress; they wind up holding on
to it.”
“I always say, ‘slow is fast,’ meaning that
you need to take your time to ensure the
best medical care possible is being provided
in the most expeditious manner,” she explained.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Kevin Tomko

By Staff Sgt. Carlos Diaz
U.S. Central Command Air Forces Public Affairs

Staff Sgt. Joseph Archangel installs a pulse monitor on Senior Airman Nicole Moore’s index finger April 12
during training at Bagram Air Base, Afghanistan. Both Airmen are emergency medical technicians assigned to
Task Force Med at the new Craig Joint Theater Hospital.
“All of the training just came back to me
automatically,” Sergeant Archangel said in response to his quick reaction. “It was very
interesting how I didn’t have to think about
what I had to do, I just did it.”
That type of thinking, steadfast approach
and work ethic is what keeps these EMTs
honing their craft.
“I enjoy taking care of people,” Sergeant

Martinez said. “With that task at hand,
safety always stays in the back of our mind.”
Sergeant Archangel notes that one of the
best parts of his job is taking novice EMTs
under his wing.
“I really enjoy passing along a part of me,”
he said. “It’s very rewarding for me to see
somebody do something right. It makes you
feel good inside.”

859 HAPPY CUSTOMERS
Would you like to be #860?



Rich Caruso works hard to keep his
customers happy. He saves them
time and money. Give him a call
and judge for yourself.

You’ll like
doing business
with us.

 :(+$9(DKLJKO\TXDOL¿HGVWDIIRIIRXUGHQWLVWVDQGWKUHHK\JLHQLVWV
 :($&&(37UHWLUHG DFWLYHGXW\PLOLWDU\LQVXUDQFH
 :($5(FRQYHQLHQWO\ORFDWHGQHDU)W&DUVRQ6FKULHYHU$)%DQG
3HWHUVRQ$)%±MXVWDFURVVWKHVWUHHWIURPWKH)RXQWDLQ6DIHZD\
 :(:$1772%(WKH'HQWDO&HQWHUIRU$//\RXUIDPLO\¶VGHQWDOFDUH
IURP\RXUFKLOGUHQWR\RXUJUDQGSDUHQWV

.FTB3JEHF1BSLXBZr'PVOUBJO $0
XXXNFTBSJEHFEFOUBMDPN

BULBS PLUS, INC.
RECYCLE DEPOT
PHONE (719) 632-2670

2217-B PLATTE AVE.

Two Choices For

MOTHER’S
DAY

Both Include Champagne And A Rose

Four Course Brunch
(Includes Our Traditional Full Service)

Make your reservations today!

Or

404 Manitou Avenue

Mother’s Day Buffet

(Driveway by the blue arch)

685-1864 • www.briarhurst.com

667-3880
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Outdoor tour guides

Dining out

CCAF graduation

If you have experience backpacking, cross country skiing,
riding all-terrain vehicles, biking, bike repair, rock climbing,
canyoneering, kayaking (white water or touring), Canoeing
or other adventure activity and want to share your passion
with others please call 556-4487 or stop by Building 675.

The Enlisted Dining Out is 6 p.m. May 11 at The Club. Cost
is $15 for E-1 to E-4, $20 for E-5 and E-6, and $25 for E-7 to
E-9. For information and tickets, call Staff Sgt. Alexander
Rodriguez at 556-3444, or Staff Sgt. Jessica McNabb at 556-1609.

The Community College of the Air Force graduation ceremony is 2 to 4 p.m. May 18 at The Club.

Junior golfer program

Whitewater rafting season
Whitewater adventures begin May 26. Rafting trips down
the Royal Gorge are $80 per person. Trips down the Parkdale
section of the Arkansas River are $55 per person.
All trips include the necessary rafting gear, roundtrip transportation from Peterson AFB and a picnic style lunch. A 50
percent non-refundable deposit is due at registration. For
information, call 556-4867.
Group rafting trips require a minimum of eight people, two
weeks notice and a non-refundable deposit of $225 or 50 percent of the total trip cost when making a reservation. Prices vary
depending on trip location. For information, call 556-4867.

Golfing lessons offered
Group lessons are best for beginners, and include five onehour lessons about the five basic golf swings plus an oncourse playing lesson. Group lessons accommodate six to
eight people per session. The cost for youth group lessons is
$50 per person. Adult group lessons are also available for
$70 per person.
Individual lessons are usually scheduled for the experienced
player to either fix a swing fault or to add a new dimension to
their golf game. The cost is $35 per half hour. For information
or to schedule a lesson, call the pro shop at 556-7414.

During the summer months, Silver Spruce Golf Course
has a junior program designed for the experienced/competitive junior golfer. This includes lessons, range balls and tournament play.For more information on our golf instruction
program, call the pro shop at 556-7414.

ADHD presentation
The Airman & Family Readiness Center offers an Attention
Deficit Hyperactive Disorder presentation from 11:30 a.m. to
1 p.m. May 4 at Building 350, room 1203. The presentation is
part of its Brown Bag Lunch and Learn series; guest speaker is
Dr. John Drozd. Call 556-6141 for information and to sign up.

Wellness fair
There is a Mother, Baby and Family Wellness Fair from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. May 12. Free car seat checks, presentations
and more; admission is free. The fair is at the YMCA, 2190
Jetwing Dr. For information, call 578-3103.

Spouse appreciation day
The Armed Services YMCA is having a Military Spouse
Appreciation Day May 8. Call 622-9622 for information.

Mother’s Day brunch

Lease Signing Town Hall meeting
A Lease Signing Town Hall meeting is 5:30 to 7 p.m. May
9 at the base auditorium. Answers to frequently asked questions, the Actus Power Point presentation from the previous
Town Hall meeting and the Peterson Power Point presentation
can all be found at www.peterson.af.mil. Housing officials are
also available to provide unit briefings. For information on
briefings, contact Johnna Phillips at 556-4332.

The Club is having a Mother’s Day brunch May 13. For
reservations, call 574-4100 or 556-4181.

Driving seminar
The Peterson auto hobby shop is hosting a parent/teen
driving seminar from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. May 16 at the base auditorium. For information, call 556-4481.

Here’s to YOUR next

{ thousand miles }
Ent Auto Loans
We know how valuable your time is and we’ll help you save more of it. You can finance your next auto loan purchase
right at the dealership without the hassle of pre-applying. All you have to do is make sure to ask to finance through Ent.
Don’t worry if you’re not already a member, the dealer can even help you establish your Ent membership. It couldn’t be
faster or easier. Don’t get your auto loan the hard way, simply “ask for Ent.”

Ent.com : : Colorado Springs (719) 574-1100
7082-DHA04/07

Pueblo (719) 542-5276 : : Toll-free 800-525-9623

We do business in accordance with the Federal Fair
Housing Law and the Equal Credit Opportunity Act

Ent is a community-chartered credit union. Ent is a trade name of Ent Federal Credit Union.
Equal Opportunity Lender • Federally Insured by NCUA • © Ent Federal Credit Union, 2007

Space Race postponed
The Space Race has been postponed until sometime in
Sept. No form date has been set yet.

Re-enlist with the Thunderbirds
A re-enlistment ceremony with the Thunderbirds is 1 p.m.
May 28 at Hangar 119. Re-enlistees must contact the MPF
Re-enlistment Section at 556-9214 at least 10 duty days prior.
For information and flightline access, contact Master Sgt.
Kristin Clark at 556-9226.

Professional development classes
The Team Pete Professional Development Center offers
the following classes:
 AFOSI recruiting briefing 11 a.m. to noon May 4
 FTAC Class 2007-08, May 7 to 22 (SFS READY Training
May 23 to 25).
 Right Decision Workshop 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. May 8.
 Vital Effective Character Through Observation and
Reflection 1 to 4 p.m. May 22.
 Civilian Orientation/Core Values Course (new hires
only) 8 a.m. to noon May 23.
 SNCO Promotion Process 1 to 2:30 p.m. May 23
 Mentoring 1 to 3 p.m. May 29
 Do Something Amazing 8 to 11 a.m. May 30 (enlisted retraining/special duty info).
 AFOSI Recruiting Briefing 11 a.m. to noon June 1.
 Silver Bullets 1 to 4 p.m. June 1
 FTAC Class 2007-09 June 4-19 (SFS READY Training June
20 to 22).
 Right Decision Workshop 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. June 5 (first
and second term 12-15 months from date of separation).
 Be a Better Supervisor 1 to 3:30 p.m. June 19.
 Leadership...It’s A Choice 1 to 3:30 p.m. June 20.
For information or to reserve a seat, contact Master Sgt.
Kristin Clark at 556-9226 or Tech. Sgt. Sarah Sparks at 556-9158.
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Lease: Transition Tour: Base visit

Crew: Honored

From page 1

From page 1

From page 4

the TLA now, their rent allotment will not begin until TVC assumes operations. Signing the TLA is a requirement for remaining
in base family housing after the transition date. The goal for
Peterson is to have all TLAs signed prior to transition.
Some of the benefits of signing the TLA early include:
 A seamless transition from government to privatized housing
 Signing prior to deployment eliminates the need for a Special
Power of Attorney
 Ensures families can remain in their home after transition this
summer
An informational briefing is being held from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
May 9 at the base auditorium to inform residents on the TLA
document and answer any questions about privatized housing.
Representatives from both Peterson Air Force Base and Tierra Vista
Communities are participating in the event.
As part of the privatization project, all but 15 homes at Peterson
AFB will be replaced with new homes over the next six years. The
revitalization of Peterson community housing is part of the
Military Housing Privatization Initiative, a critical component in
the effort to eliminate inadequate housing and foster a better
quality of life for U.S. servicemembers and their families. Actus
Lend Lease, a leader in creating public/private community developments, was selected by the U.S. Air Force as the preferred developer for Peterson AFB, Schriever AFB and Los Angeles AFB.
Tierra Vista plans to break ground and begin construction on
new homes in spring 2008.

world, but they still have to go out to those LFs.”
Col. Mike Carey, 90th Space Wing commander, escorted
the civic leaders and highlighted the base’s global mission.
Afterward, Maj. Gen. Tom Deppe, 20th Air Force commander, spoke to the group about the Minuteman III ICBM
modernization, which includes the guidance replacement program, propulsion replacement program and safety-enhanced
re-entry vehicle program, among other projects. The intent of
the program is to extend the life of the weapon system until 2030.
“I’ve never seen a busier time than this in our business
with all the modernization being completed,” General Deppe
said. “This weapon system is enduring the biggest transformation effort in its history.”
The general also described his Airmen’s work schedule in
the field and how they are deployed in-place for about 15 days
each month.
“It’s amazing to know that you’re doing all that [work] at
100-percent mission ready,” said Vickie McCall, one of the
civic leaders.
As part of the tour, guests boarded Wyoming Army
National Guard UH-60 Blackhawk helicopters at the 37th
Helicopter Squadron here. The Blackhawks flew the group
65 miles to launch facility Alpha-11 where 90th Maintenance
Group Airmen explained aspects of the payload transporter,
security systems and equipment in the launch facility.
The civic leaders completed their visit at missile alert facility Alpha-01 where they also saw the launch control center.
“I’m constantly impressed with the professionalism of
Warren’s Airmen,” General Chilton said. “Strategic deterrence is vital to our nation’s security. The American people
can sleep well knowing the Airmen of the 20th Air Force
and 90th Space Wing stand vigilant with our intercontinental ballistic missile force, always ready, always prepared.”
In addition to seeing the Warren mission in action, the
group attended the 23rd National Space Symposium in
Colorado Springs, Colo., as well as visited the U.S. Air Force
Academy, Colo.; Schriever AFB, Colo.; and Peterson AFB.
Warren is the only missile base the group plans to visit in 2007.
Established in December 2005, the Air Force Civic Leader
Group gives senior community leaders experience with the
Air Force strategic picture to share with their respective
communities.

campaign for his crew to find out one way or another.
He wrote letters to elected officials as well as Air Force
leaders, but no records could be found detailing the
DFC being awarded to any member of the Flak Man.
The former lieutenant had all but given up. But his
family took up his plight, and his sons’ requests finally
reached the desks of General Moseley and Congressman
Young.
“They worked together and did the right thing in
honoring this crew,” Lieutenant McNally said. “I can’t
tell you how grateful we are in what they’ve done for
us. We’re veterans of another generation and when
the Air Force called to say we were being awarded the
DFC, I was excited and nervous all at once ... and very,
very thankful.”
Surrounded by more than 100 friends and family
members, the three living crew members, Lieutenant
McNally, Tech. Sgt. Jay T. Fish and Staff Sgt. Robert D.
Speed as well as representatives for the deceased
Airmen began the day at the Air Force Memorial,
which honors the sacrifices of Airmen past. Beneath its
three curved spires, the Air Force Honor Guard set a
wreath of remembrance for the Flak Man crew.
“It’s an impressive site,” said Sergeant Fish, the flight
engineer for the Flak Man. “So many people put their
lives on the line during wartime, and this is a great
tribute to them.”
Afterwards, the group went to the World War II
Memorial, where family members searched the records
for names they knew. They then visited House Armed
Services Committee hearing room on Capitol Hill for
the award ceremony.
“Honoring our past reinforces today’s warfighting
ethos,” General Moseley told the crowd. “Today, for example, we have bombers over Afghanistan 24 hours a
day, seven days a week to help ground forces fight the
enemy, just like these Airmen did 63 years ago.”
Humbled, yet proud, Mr. McNally also spoke to the
crowd.
“Most Air Force members don’t care if they ever get
a medal or not,” he said. “But should the Air Force see
fit to honor me, I will not disdain it. I will cherish it.”

About Tierra Vista Communities
Tierra Vista Communities is a project company created through
a 50-year lease agreement between the Air Force and Actus Lend
Lease through the Military Privatization Act. Tierra Vista will develop, build, renovate, finance and manage 1,564 homes at Peterson
and Schriever Air Force Bases, and Los Angeles Air Force Base in
Los Angeles, for the next 50 years. Development at Tierra Vista is
scheduled to begin in 2007 with completion by 2013.
With more than 35,000 homes in its portfolio, Actus Lend Lease
has created and built sustainable, integrated communities on some
of the nation’s largest military bases. Among these are: Hickam Air
Force Base, Oahu, Hawaii; Parris Island, S.C.; Fort Hood, Texas;
Fort Campbell, Ky.; Camp Lejeune, N.C.; and Fort Drum, N.Y.

Gentle Dental Care
Howard Short, D.M.D.
Accepting
United Concordia Insurance
for military families!
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You are invited to
First Baptist Church of Peaceful Valley

Change lives, touch
the future…..TEACH!
Have you thought about becoming a teacher?
Do you serve or have you served in the military?
(Active Duty, Guard, Reserves, Retired, Transitioning)
Are you a spouse of a military member?

For More Information
Please Contact:
Bob Leonard
Colorado Troops To Teachers
719-262-4107 or
colottt@uccs.edu
www.mwttt.com
www.proudtoserveagain.com

• Independent - Fundamental
• King James Bible
• Soul Winning and Visitation Program
• Bus Ministry
• Faith Promise Missions
• Annual Missions Conference
• Old Fashioned Preaching
• Strong Bible Centered Families

Services are as follows:
Sunday 9:45am Sunday School
10:30am Preaching Service
6:00pm Evening Service
Wednesday 7:00pm Bible Study and Prayer Meeting
Thursday 9:30am and 6:30pm Visitation
Saturday Men’s Prayer Meeting
We are located at the corner of Fontaine and Powers
7925 Fontaine Blvd, Colorado Springs, CO 80925
AW Payne, Pastor (719-392-4444)
www.firstbaptistchurchofpeacefulvalley.org
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AROUND THE

AIR FORCE
Upcoming survey to assess post-op deployment health care
WASHINGTON (AFNEWS) — A telephone survey of ill or injured servicemembers
who have returned from operational deployment will begin May 1 to examine post-deployment health care experiences. This health care survey is being conducted in response
to the Secretary of Defense’s request to comprehensively assess the quality of health care
servicemembers receive since returning from operational deployments overseas.
To verify the validity of this survey, servicemembers may call the Deployment Health
Hotline at (800) 497-6261 between 7:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., EDT, Monday through
Friday. The survey can be found at http://fhp.osd.mil/healthSurvey.jsp.

Russian aircraft transports ANG rescue helicopters
MOFFETT AIR FIELD, Calif. (AFNEWS) — Air National Guardsmen at Moffett Air
Field worked with an aircraft that was vastly different from the MC-130P Combat Shadow
tankers, HH-60G Pave Hawk rescue helicopters and other Air Force aircraft they are accustomed to.
Airmen from the 129th
Rescue Wing were deploying to
Afghanistan and needed aircraft to transport HH-60G Pave
Hawk rescue helicopters.
Operations Iraqi Freedom and
Enduring Freedom have kept
C-17 Globemaster III and C-5
Galaxy aircraft extremely busy,
and the high operations tempo
of these aircraft led to the
scheduling of contracted cargo
airlift, said Senior Master Sgt.
Anthony Przymus, the Logistics Airmen from the 129th Rescue Wing load a HH-60G Pave Hawk
Readiness Squadron
rescue helicopter onto a Russian Volga-Dnepr AN-124 long-range
Contingency Plans superinten- heavy transport aircraft April 20 at Moffett Federal Airfield, Calif.
dent and Deployment Control
Center logistics representative.
Enter the Russian Volga-Dnepr AN-124 long-range heavy transport aircraft.
Volga-Dnepr Airlines transports military aircraft, cargo and servicemembers all over
the world, said Sergey Menashev, a radio operator for the AN-124 who has flown on the
aircraft for more than 20 years.
“We airlift the military quite a bit and fly in to combat zones in Afghanistan,” he said.
“It’s nice to be here in California.”
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detachments. They observed how aerial delivery platforms are loaded onto C-130
Hercules out on the flightline, and how parachutes are patched, hung to dry and packed.

Aviano Airmen test readiness with ‘mystery package’
AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy (AFNEWS) — Aviano Air Base first responders were put to
the test as a suspicious package was found at the
base post office during an April 20.
The scene at the post office was intense with
Airmen quickly responding after an Airman noticed the package looked out of place and quickly
called for backup.
“The package was obviously suspicious, there was
no return address, the name was misspelled, and (it)
had excessive postage,” said Senior Airman Antonio
Galan, a postal clerk. “That is the kind of thing we
learn to look for when we receive packages.”
Evaluators observed the exercise players to make
sure they followed the correct procedures. The
U.S. military is under constant threat by terrorists,
and that’s why Airmen maintain their readiness at
all times.
An explosive ordnance disposal team responded
Senior Airman Gadiaga Mouhamed (left) and
in their protective suit and checked the package
Tech. Sgt. Steven Cuntiff check a suspicious
while bioenvironmental Airmen suited up and
tested for signs of chemicals agents. Every step was package for lethal chemicals April 20 at
Aviano Air Base, Italy.
done carefully to keep everyone safe.

Explosive ordnance members honor fallen heroes
EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE,
Fla. (AFNEWS) — Six fallen
Airmen were honored during the
Explosive Ordnance Disposal
Memorial held April 21 at Eglin
Air Force Base’s Kauffman Annex.
Fourteen EOD servicemembers
who were killed in action since
January 2006 were added to the
list of 196 men and women whose
names are etched on the memorial’s bronze tablets organized by
Lt. Gen. Donald Wetekam presents an American flag to Senior
branch of service. The last time
Airman Elizabeth Loncki’s father, Stephen Loncki, and her fiance`,
an Airman was added was 1994.
Staff Sgt. Jayson Johnson during the Explosive Ordnance
Airmen added to the memorial
Disposal’s 38th Annual Memorial Service held at Eglin Air Force
this year were Capt. Kermit O.
Base’s Kauffman EOD Training Complex in Fla.
Evans; Master Sgt. Brad A.
Clemmons; Tech. Sgt. Walter M. Moss; Tech. Sgt. Timothy R. Weiner; Senior Airman
Elizabeth A. Loncki and Senior Airman Daniel B. Miller.

USAFE Airmen kick off Sniper Lance 2007
MIHAIL KOGALNICEANU, Romania (AFNEWS) — More than 200 U.S. Air Forces in
Europe Airmen arrived in Romania April 20 to participate in Exercise Sniper Lance 2007.
Sniper Lance aims to provide realistic combat flight training for Air Force F-15 Eagles,
KC-135 Stratotankers and Romanian Air Force MiG-21s based out of the 86th Air Base
near the town of Fetesti.
The Airmen, mostly from Royal Air Force Mildenhall and Lakenheath in England, will
team with their Romanian counterparts to practice dissimilar air combat maneuvers as
well as air-to-air refueling.

Bulgarians learn deployment how-tos during Ramstein visit
RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Germany (AFNEWS) — Strengthening U.S. Air Force ties
with other air forces improves capabilities for the allies involved. This was illustrated when
three Bulgarian air force officers, Col. Marin Natchev, Col. Evgeni Belkinov, and Lt. Col.
Dimitar Ivanov, visited Ramstein Air Base to learn more about the deployment process.
The Bulgarian air force is setting up its expeditionary units, and officials wanted to see
how the U.S. Air Force prepares and trains its troops before their deployments.
After a briefing on the structure of Ramstein AB, the visitors were escorted to various

Airmen missing in action from Vietnam War identified
WASHINGTON (AFNEWS) — Department of Defense Prisoner of War/Missing
Personnel Office officials announced April 24 that the remains of two Air Force members
missing in action from the Vietnam War have been identified and will be returned to
their families for burial with full military honors.
They are Col. Norman D. Eaton of Weatherford, Okla., and Lt. Col. Paul E. Getchell of
Portland, Maine.
Colonel Eaton will be buried April 25 at Arlington National Cemetery near
Washington, D.C., and Colonel Getchell will be buried later this spring at Arlington.
The two crewed a B-57B Canberra bomber participating in a nighttime attack on targets Jan. 13, 1969, in Salavan Province, Laos.
The target area was illuminated by flares from a C-130 Hercules; however, the flares
dimmed as the B-57 began its third bombing run on the target. The crew was low on fuel,
but decided to continue the attack run without illumination.
The C-130 crew received a radio transmission indicating that the B-57 was off target
and seconds later, the plane crashed. Both colonels could not be recovered at the time of
the incident.

Read the Business Journal and find out what’s
happening at the top
is packed full of local business news,
special sections, top lists and business leads.

Everything you need to keep your business on top!
Subscribe today at www.csbj.com
Or Call 800-451-9998 for immediate ser vice.
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Schriever Airman loses $600 to ‘one-cent deposit’ scam
By Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs

SCHRIEVER AIR FORCE BASE, Colo. — An Airman
assigned to the 50th Mission Support Squadron here recently fell victim to a new banking scam against which vigilance is the only defense.
Airman “A,” whose full name has been withheld for privacy reasons, first noticed the scam when money began disappearing from his account at a local bank.
“I’m not usually the type of person who checks his account balances every day,” Airman A said. “I called the bank
recently to find out my balance, and the amount in the account was lower than I’d expected.”
More specifically, the account balance was $124.90 less than
it should have been. A business named “Equity First” had
made the debit. The toll-free number listed on the transaction led to dead ends — none of the options would allow

“Because the transfers clear
electronically, people are not
asked to verify the
transactions.”
Vickie DuVal, 5-Star Bank manager
Airman A to speak with a human. So he went online.
“I searched for information, and the result that came up
was for a mortgage company,” said Airman A, who lives in
the Schriever Airmen’s dormitories on Peterson Air Force
Base. He found a toll-free number on that site and called.
Joanna Thorndyke is an employee at the mortgage com-

pany Airman A contacted. Equity 1st Mortgage, based in
Wilmington, N.C., is not the “Equity First” that has been
making the withdrawals, but it has fielded dozens of complaints since the scam began.
“We’ve had people calling from all over the country except
North Carolina — the only state in which we’re licensed to
do business,” Mrs. Thorndyke said.
She has handled approximately 100 phone calls from scam
victims since at least 2006, including five calls she received
April 1. In every case, the amount withdrawn was the same:
$124.90.
The scammers apparently generate random routing and
account numbers, into which they try to deposit one cent,
Mrs. Thorndyke said. Once the one-cent deposit clears, the
perpetrators know the account is active and begin to withdraw funds from the account.
Based on the call traffic, Mrs. Thorndyke said the withdrawals seemed to take place near the beginning of the
month. Some people had only seen a single withdrawal from
their accounts. In Airman A’s case, however, the perpetrator
had struck several times. His total loss was more than $600.
“We’ve contacted everyone we can in our state to clear
our name,” Ms. Thorndyke said. “We hate that our name’s associated with something like this, but we’re letting victims
know that they need to contact their banks.”
Airman A contacted his bank, the Peterson AFB branch
of 5-Star Bank. Vickie DuVal, the bank manager, refunded
the amounts and recommended Airman A open a new bank
account to stop the fraudulent withdrawals.
“This was the first time I’d seen this,” Ms. DuVal said.
Because the transfers clear electronically, people are not
asked to verify the transactions. However, they may dispute
the transactions once they notice what’s happening.
“For Automated Clearing House or ACH transactions,
the customer can fill out a dispute form, and we can reverse
the transaction,” Ms. DuVal said.
Airman A recommends people check their accounts frequently. He has begun checking his balance and transactions daily.
“Look for peculiar deposits,” he said. “Make sure you know
who’s depositing and withdrawing from your account.”
The Better Business Bureau of Southern Colorado also
recommends people contact their banks about suspicious
deposit or withdrawal amounts and shred financial documents
to protect themselves from other forms of identity theft.
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Get your Tickets Today at

(866) 464-2626 or online at www.TICKETSWEST.com

For more event information Call (719) 635-3547 visit www.COLORADOSPRINGSRODEO.com • Proceeds benefit the families of our Local Armed Forces
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TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination benefit!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!

Special Rodeo Parade, Rodeo and Salute to
the Military Supplement will appear in

The Fort Carson, Mountaineer
The Air Force Academy, Academy Spirit
The Schriever Air Force Base, Satellite Flyer
The Peterson Air Force Base, Space Observer
and The Colorado Springs Business Journal
July 5 & 6.

FOR INFORMATION CALL 719-329-5209

• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.
referral is
No Primary Care
ply call for
necessary. Sim
an appointment.

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.
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A-10: Weapon loaders
From page 1
“I enjoy seeing the avionics system video
working together with the weapons system
that allows the bombs to be dropped,”
Sergeant Fesperman said.
“It’s very impressive to see all the hard
work the shops put on the aging aircraft.

The fact that we’ve yet to miss a sortie and
we’re always able to deliver our bombs is
great,” Sergeant Dodd said.
For weapons load professionals, their
work is paid off when they see a plane come
back empty, meaning the pilot used all the
weapons that were attached to the plane at
the beginning of the mission.
“I think it’s more rewarding for us to

know a plane comes back empty,” Sergeant
Booze said. “We train so hard loading
bombs back home and now that training
pays off because we’re doing it for real here.”
One A-10 pilot who relies on the work
done by the professionals on the flightline
is Capt. Matt Vedder.
“I stay focused and ensure we’re supporting the guys on the ground to the best
of our abilities,” the captain said. “I make
sure we’re doing the job right and keeping the
ground forces safe. This is, without a doubt,

a complete team effort. There is no way any
of us could do this job without the support
from every single individual on the line. The
mission’s success is a clear reflection on
them.”
As an American Airman, Captain Vedder
said he realizes the importance of his charge.
“We’re trying to keep Iraqi citizens safe,”
he said. “If we can protect them from enemy
threats and help them live a good life, then
I’ve done my job and that’s one of the reasons I joined the Air Force.”

A-10 airpower summary

April 25
Air Force A-10 Thunderbolt IIs provided reconnaissance for coalition
forces near a ridgeline close to
Gereshk.

April 20-28

April 20
In Afghanistan, U.S. Air Force A-10 Thunderbolt IIs released cannon rounds,
dropped Guided Bomb Unit-12s, general purpose 500-pound bombs and
rockets on insurgent positions near Nurestan. Every weapon was confirmed
to hit it’s intended target according to a Joint Terminal Attack Controller.
April 28
Air Force A-10 Thunderbolt IIs provided reconnaissance
for coalition forces who were ambushed by insurgents
firing rocket propelled grenades, mortars and small arms
fire near Orgun-E Kalan. The convoy pushed through the
ambush and no further attacks were reported after the A10’s arrival.
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April 24
Air Force A-10 Thunderbolt IIs provided a show of force,
releasing multiple flares, for a raid near Baqubah by
coalition forces. A JTAC reported the show of force was
successful. The pilots also provided reconnaissance in
the area and reported suspicious activity to a JTAC.

Air Force A-10s provided a show of
force, releasing multiple flares, to
deter attacks against coalition and
Iraqi forces conducting a cordon
search operation near Baghdad. The
pilots then searched for mortar positions in the area.

April 22
Air Force A-10 Thunderbolt IIs dropped GBU-12s on a cave entrance where an insurgent sniper was firing at coalition forces
near Asadabad. A JTAC confirmed a good hit on the cave entrance
and no further attacks were reported.

April 23
In Iraq, Air Force A-10s fired cannon rounds at a truck carrying mortars that was
hidden in some brush near Julaybah. A JTAC reported that the truck was destroyed
and observed several large secondary explosions.
A-10s dropped a GBU-12 and fired cannon rounds at insurgents engaging coalition
forces with small-arms fire in a field near Mahmudiyah. A JTAC observed good hits
on the targets.

The 21st Services
Squadron offers some of
the finest recreational
opportunities and the
greatest value in leisure
activities.
The 21st Services
Squadron Web site is a
gateway to fun and an
incredible array of
quality services.

April 21
In Iraq, U.S. Air Force A-10 Thunderbolt IIs fired 30 mm cannon rounds on insurgent vehicles
and dropped a GBU-12 on a building from which insurgents had fired small arms at a U.S. Army
attack helicopter near Salman Pak. A JTAC reported the weapons successfully hit the targets.
A-10s fired cannon rounds at a vehicle carrying individuals involved in an earlier vehicle-borne
improvised explosive device strike near Fallujah. The vehicle was destroyed, according to a JTAC.
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Same Day Emergency
Visits Available
Walk-Ins Welcome
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• Brand New Facility
• State Of The Art Equipment
• Digital Technology
• Child Friendly Environment

• We Have Happy Air
(Nitrous - Oxide)
• Se Habla Español
• Translator Available
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• Accepting United Concordia and most other insurances
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Seeing Colorado from a traders’ view at Bent’s Fort
CSMNG

Settlers, explorers, artists, trappers and
adventurers were drawn to the West following the Louisiana Purchase and Army
Capt. Zebulon Pike’s exploration.
Two such adventurers were the Bent
brothers from Missouri.
Charles and William Bent had spent time
on the frontier as trappers and saw an opportunity for trading. They left St. Louis
with a wagon train of goods in 1829, headed
for Santa Fe, N.M., a trip that took about
two months.
The Bent Brothers found Rocky Mountain
trappers eager to trade pelts for supplies.
Other potential customers were the Plains
Indians and those settlers and adventurers
going west along the Santa Fe Trail. Charles
and William, along with friend Ceran St.
Vrain, established a trading fort as a base for
their Rocky Mountain trade, choosing a site
about halfway between Santa Fe and St.
Louis. The fort was near the Arkansas River,
the Santa Fe Trail’s Mountain Branch and
the U.S. border with Mexico.
Traditional Southwest adobe construction was chosen for the fort. As trees were
not plentiful on the hot, dry, windy plains
of what is now southeastern Colorado,
adobe construction was ideal. Bricks were
made of clay, sand, straw and water then
dried in the sun.
Completed in 1833, the fort was large. It
had 25 rooms on two levels, 15,000 square
feet with an open courtyard. Walls were 14feet tall and 3-feet thick. Although not a
fortified military fort, towers provided visibility. A walkway and several defensive positions were along the top.
William took over the fort when Charles
moved on to Taos, making his home there
while running trade stores. He later married into a prominent Taos family and went
on to become the governor when New
Mexico became part of the U.S. St. Vrain
also moved on.
William had a good relationship with the
Indians in the area and eventually married
a member of the Cheyenne Tribe. Indians
visited Bent’s Fort frequently. Because of
William’s friendship with the Indians, peace
talks between various tribes took place at
the fort.

Bent’s Fort was a cultural center on the
plains during the 1830s-40s. Workers, trappers, traders and settlers of various backgrounds frequented the fort. Conversations
in Spanish, French, German and English
could be heard, as well as several American
Indian languages.
Bent’s Fort was important to the settling
of the West.
Anyone who headed for the Western
frontier between 1833 and 1848 probably
stopped at Bent’s Fort. It was the only “civilization” between St. Louis and Santa Fe.
The fort could accommodate 200 people
overnight; food and luxuries were available.
The fort was called “castle on the plains” for
its appearance as well as its hospitality.
Visitors to the fort enjoyed a good meal
cooked by Charlotte Green, the fort’s cook.
The settlers could get supplies, have the fort
blacksmith make repairs on their wagons or
shoe their horses. They could pick up tobacco, sugar, coffee or blankets. The men
could have a game of billiards in the billiards
room at the fort and have a drink.
Although many rooms in the fort were
furnished with bare necessities and buffalo
robes served as beds, touches of luxury also
had their place. Some guests stayed in a luxurious bedroom. A large room served as a
place for music, dancing and entertainment
and had a dining table which seated 20.
Wild turkey, deer, elk, buffalo, antelope,
beef, lamb and chickens were meats served
at meals, along with pumpkin, beans, onions,
corn and chiles, grown locally. Alcohol and
a well-stocked store were available to guests.
When beaver top hats were fashionable,
Bent’s Fort traded heavily for those pelts
with Rocky Mountain trappers. Once silk
top hats replaced beaver hats in fashion,
more trading was done with the Indians for
buffalo robes, horses, silver and blankets.
The 1840s brought the possibility of war between the U.S. and Mexico. Since the United
States/Mexico border was just across the
river, Bent’s Fort became a strategic location.
The U.S. Army moved Soldiers and supplies to the fort. Bent’s Fort became overcrowded and trading was hampered. The
grass was overgrazed and waterholes dried
up. The buffalo population was depleted.
The fort’s relationship with local Indians
was disrupted and a cholera epidemic

Photos by Nel Lampe

Bent’s Old Fort is open year-round. Beginning Memorial Day, summer
hours are from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Guided tours during the summer
are at 9:30 and 11 a.m., 1 and 2:30 p.m.

Photos by Nel Lampe

By Nel Lampe

Don Trayner, in costume of the 1840s, talks with visitors about
trade goods that would have been sold in the Bent’s Fort store.

The flag flies from the bell
tower. The fort had defensive
positions around the top, although it was never attacked.
Made of adobe, the fort’s color
seems to change, depending
on the sun and weather.

drove them away.
William tried to sell the fort to the U.S.
Army, without success. He abandoned the
fort in 1849 and built another fort 40 miles
away.
Travelers along the Santa Fe Trail sometimes camped at the ruins of Bent’s Old Fort.
Most of the walls were destroyed by fire.
Many of the fort’s timbers had been scavenged for firewood or building materials by
local settlers.
Almost a hundred years later, La Junta
area residents showed interest in preserving
the site where Bent’s Fort stood, but it was
many more years before restoration was
started.
Using drawings by Army Lt. James Abert
and diaries and letters from people who had
been at the fort, along with wall remnants
and foundations, historians were able to reconstruct the fort.
Finished in 1976, Bent’s Fort is operated
by the National Park Service. Employees in
costumes portray fort life as it was in the
1830s and 1840s. Visitors learn firsthand
about the Western frontier and preColorado history.
Enter the gate and park in the lot provided.
It’s about a quarter-mile walk to the fort.
Shuttle transportation is available for special
needs visitors; use the phone at the lot to request a shuttle. Entry tickets are purchased
at the entrance for $3 for adults and $2 for
children. Those under age 6 are admitted free.
Start the fort visit by watching the new
film, “Traders, Tribes and Travelers: the story
of Bent’s Old Fort.” The film, narrated by
Peter Coyote, was filmed in 2005 during the
Santa Fe Encampment, and features many
participants portraying the fort’s history.
Visitors may explore the fort on their own,

but tours by costumed tour guides are more
interesting and informative. Tours during
winter months are scheduled for 10:30 a.m.
and 1 p.m. Guided tours during the summer
are at 9:30 and 11 a.m., 1 and 2:30 p.m.
A gift shop in the fort’s wagon shed sells
Colorado history books, souvenirs and a
large selection of reproduction trade goods.
An authentic Santa Fe Trail Freight wagon
is in the shed, along with a reproduction
wagon.
A Living Encampment is June 9-10, when
extra people will be on site, demonstrating
1830s-40s skills.
Bent’s Old Fort is open year-round.
Winter hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily;
summer hours, beginning Memorial Day,
are 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
The fort is closed Thanksgiving,
Christmas and New Year’s Day. Call (719)
383-5010 for information.
It gets very hot on the Colorado plains
during summer; sunscreen, water and
strollers for young children will be helpful.
Refreshments are not sold at the fort other
than bottled water in the gift shop. Nearby
La Junta has fast-food outlets and local
restaurants, as well as parks with picnic facilities and playgrounds. The Koshare Indian
Museum, with a large collection of Indian artifacts, clothing and paintings, is in La Junta,
on the campus of Otero Junior College, at 115
W. 18th St., call (719) 384-4411.
Bent’s Old Fort is about 100 miles from
Colorado Springs, near La Junta. Take
Interstate 25 to Pueblo then Highway 50
east at exit 100A, to La Junta. Go through La
Junta to the town’s east side, take Colorado
194 north and follow signs for Bent’s Fort.
It’s about eight more miles.
Courtesy of the Fort Carson Mountaineer.
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Services Squadron wins racquetball championship
By Walt Johnson

“AFOTEC did a great

CSMNG

Photo by Walt Johnson

Todd Miller, right, gives some advice to Service’s Roger Hill during a break in the action at the base intramural
racquetball championships April 24 at the Peterson Sports and Fitness Center.
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The 21st Services Squadron intramural
racquetball team defeated the Air Force
Operation and Evaluation’s to claim the 2007
intramural championship April 25 at the
Peterson Sports and Fitness Center.
The tournament was played in four categories, A, B, C and D which according to
Peterson athletic director Ben Beck was designed to give everyone who wanted to play
a chance to compete, no matter how experienced they were.
To show just how much each level was
depended on during the tournament, a
Services D level player made the difference
for the championship.
In the final matches, Todd McBride defeated Service’s Todd Miller 15-10 and 158. In the B match Beck defeated AFOTEC’s
Russell Putney 15-0 and 15-11. In the C
match Service’s Roger Hill defeated
AFOTEC’s Victor McCoy 15-12 and 15-9
and in the D Match Mike Marvich defeated
AFOTEC’s Wayne Bailey 15-5 and 15-9.
Services advanced through the first two
rounds of the playoffs by defeating the Air
Force Space Command and AFOTEC teams,
which earned them a berth in the championship round. AFOTEC had to overcome
its second round loss to Services in order to
earn its berth in the title round after defeating NORAD/USNORTHCOM’s number
two team in the first round and then losing
to Services in the second round.
After losing to Services AFOTEC met USNORTHCOM for the right to meet Services
and play for the base championship.
AFOTEC defeated the USNORTHCOM
team to set up a showdown with the Services
unit for the base championship.

job defeating us in the
championship game,
but our players came
through in the A, B, C
and D classes when we
won the tournament.”
Ben Beck, Peterson athletic director
A Services victory would give it the base
championship, but an AFOTEC victory
would send the teams into the ‘if necessary’
round of the tournament where the winner
would take all.
AFOTEC rose to the challenge in the
match and forced the winner take all match.
Services needed to shake off the previous
day loss when the two teams met on April
25 and indeed it did.
Marvich, Miller, Mike Hayter, Roger Hill,
Art Fuentes, Haywood Miller, Scott Justice
and Beck teamed up to earn the title for the
Services team.
Beck said the Services team and each of
the other team’s in the tournament made
this more than just a sporting event.
“Everyone played hard; there was great
effort, great sportsmanship and each
member of each team supported everyone
on the team,” Beck said. “We started out
with 11 teams and then got down to the four
that competed for the base championship.
AFOTEC did a great job defeating us in the
championship game, but our players came
through in the A, B, C and D classes when
we won the tournament.”
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MHAF Helping Military Families
To Own Their Own Home
Colorado Springs, CO, April 2007.
Military Housing Assistance Fund
(MHAF) is helping military families to achieve the American Dream
of homeownership. According to
the Department of Housing & Urban
Development, 69% of all Americans
own their own home. Unfortunately,
our men and women in uniform are
being left behind. In a Rand Corporation study, only 27.3% of all military families own their own home.
MHAF intends to help increase the
number of military family homeowners dramatically.
The nonproﬁt agency helps military families with a gift that provides
free money in the form of a grant that
helps military families with closing
costs associated with purchasing a
home.
MHAF recently helped Latrishia
Bianani to buy her new home in Virginia. Latrishia had this to say about
her experience:
“Working with MHAF for the purchase of my new home was a wonderful experience. I lived in a different
state than where I was purchasing my
home. My real estate agent was very
understanding of my situation. He
was always professional, knowledge-

able, and helpful. By gifting a portion
of my closing cost, MHAF saved me
a lot of money. I even received a refund on the day of closing of my earnest money deposit. I am thankful to
MHAF for making my home buying
experience and transition to a new state
a pleasure. Thank you, Latrishia”
MHAF helps active duty military
families, members of the Guard and
Reserves, retired military and civilian employees working for the military. MHAF is a proud member of
the United States Department of
Defense’s “America Supports You”
network of charitable organizations
helping military families. Contact
MHAF today at 720-932-8049 or
visit them online at www.usmhaf.
org. Let them help your dream of homeownership to become a reality.
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Air Force Marathon

40 or 50-years-old by the day of the contest.
Proof of age required.
Novice competitors are eligible only if they
have never placed first to third in an open
class or placed first in a Novice Division at
NPC sanctioned national qualifier event.
Contestants may enter more than one division, however, athletes will only pose once
at the evening competition.
Awards will be presented in the following
classes:
 Men’s and Women’s Open
 Men’s Teenage, Men’s and Women’s
Novice and Women’s Masters 35-45 years old
 Men’s Teenage, Men’s and Women’s
Novice and Women’s Masters 45 years old
 Men’s Masters 35- to 40 years old, 40 to
50 years old and 50 years and over
Each class will receive awards for 1st through
5th place finishes. A team trophy will be
awarded to the highest scoring team. Overall
Men’s and Women’s Bodybuilding, Men’s and
Women’s Overall Masters and Figure
Champions win sword awards. The overall
military champion receives the Overall
Sculpture Award.
Also in bodybuilding and fitness news is
the upcoming Vyotech Shawn Ray Classic
NPC Bodybuilding Contest, held in Denver
June 1 and 2. The competition will be held at
the Colorado Convention Center Lecture
Hall, 700 14th St.
In addition to some of the top professional
athletes in the world competing, a strong contingent of military members will be in the
amateur portion of the show that produced
two first place and one second place finisher
last year from the military community.

Members of the Peterson community will
be able to join Air Force members form all
over the world at the annual Air Force
Marathon at Wright-Patterson Air Force
Base Sept. 15.
The annual event, which has been run since
1997, features four running events, three individual events and one team event. The individual events include a full marathon, half
marathon and 5k run
There will also be a four person relay race.
According to Air Force sports representatives, installations may treat the Air Force
Marathon as a varsity event. For information
on the Air Force Marathon, contact the fitness center at 556-4462.

Bodybuilding competition

Photo by Walt Johnson

Intramural volleyball
Justin Grady, 8, 76th Space Control Squadron, tries to fire a shot past two members of the NORAD/USNORTHCOM volleyball team during intramural recreation lunch time action April 24 at the Peterson Sports and
Fitness Center.

A Mountain
Experience 10 Minutes
From Downtown
Come & see why the
Cheyenne Cañon Inn
was voted Best
Bed & Breakfast
in town in 2006

There are going to be several events in the
coming weeks that will feature fitness and
bodybuilding competitors from the military
community.
The Southern Colorado and Military
Bodybuilding and Fitness contest will take place
Saturday, with pre judging beginning at 10:00
a.m., at Doherty High School in Colorado
Springs. The finals for the event are set for 6:00
p.m. The Southern Colorado event will feature
many members of the military community in
Colorado Springs and Denver, as well as civilians from the Colorado community.
The event is open to any NPC athlete.
(2007 NPC cards will be available for $75.)
Teenage competitors must not have exceeded
19 years of age the day of the contest. Masters
competitors must have reached the age of 35,

YOUR LIFE. YOUR FUTURE. YOUR FSB.
Farmers State Bank has great offers just
for Graduating Seniors:
Budding Millionaire
checking account*

ATM/Debit Card

24-Hour Internet Banking

Its perfect for romantic
getaways, anniversaries,
family reunions,
business meetings
weddings, & retreats

STOP BY FOR A TOUR AND A COOKIE!
2030 W. Cheyenne Rd.
Colorado Springs, CO 80906

d r i l l

cheyennecanoninn.com
719•633•0625

FSB Credit Card

*Certain restrictions may apply.
For more information please contact
any of our FSB branches.

Calhan: 458 Colorado Avenue—719 347-2727
Ellicott: 445 N. Ellicott Highway—719 683-3999
Falcon: 7025 Meridian Road—719 495-3650
or online 24/7 at: www.YOURFSB.com
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You are cordially invited to a Special
Sneak Peek Party for military personnel.
You will assemble a complimentary
entree and have a great time, too.
When: Tuesday, May 8th at 4:00pm and 6:00pm
and Wednesday, May 9th at 4:00pm and 6:00pm
By reservation only.

All the ingredients for a great meal.™

5855 Palmer Park Blvd.
Colorado Springs, CO 80915
719-591-1174 • palmerpkco@dreamdinners.com

