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Air Force medics provide relief in Guatemala
By Staff Sgt. Raymond Hoy

U.S. Air Force photo

30th Space Wing Public Affairs

VANDENBERG AIR FORCE BASE,
Calif. (AFNEWS) — Thirteen Airmen
from various Air Force Space Command
bases, including Peterson, recently returned
from 10 days in Guatemala where they provided much needed medical care to the
people there — services that would have
been otherwise nonexistent.
From their home base in Salama, the
team of Airmen, which included physicians,
pediatricians, optometrists, dentists, public
health professionals and pharmacists, took
buses to three of the more impoverished
areas in the country to do what they could
to improve the quality of life for the thousands who were able to show up.
“When we arrived at a location at 7:30 in
the morning, there were literally thousands
of people there waiting for us,” said Capt.
(Dr.) Dwayne Kisby, a pharmacist with the
30th Medical Group here who prepared for
the trip 10 weeks in advance.
A small, heavily populated country,
Guatemala was once home to the powerful
Mayan civilization. Today, most of its people
live in rural areas among sugarcane fields,
volcanoes and lush rainforests. The poverty

Maj. (Dr.) Michael Stevens, a pediatrician from Peterson Air Force Base, Colo., listens to a Guatemalan child’s
heartbeat, as the boy’s mother looks on. Doctor Nelson was part of a team of 13 medical professionals from
Air Force Space Command that was sent to Guatemala for a 10-day humanitarian mission in April. The team
saw more than 8,000 patients during that time.
level is nearly 60 percent; a number so high,
that health care is something many have
only heard of but have never seen.
The team of medical Airmen saw as many

patients as possible, but the patient turnout
was nearly overwhelming.
“Some of these people had started to line
up on the street the night before and didn’t

Local students get a view of military life
21st Space Wing Public Affairs
Staff Report

Ninety children from Carmel Middle School received
career lessons from members of the 21st Space Wing, as
part of the annual Junior Achievement Job Shadow Day .
Students spent two hours April 20 with workplace hosts
who showed them the different career paths in the military.
The children learned of the professionalism that carries into
a military installation, and most importantly, they gained an
appreciation of the importance staying in school and

building for their future.
“One of the richest traditions of our military is our volunteer programs with the local community,” said Tech. Sgt.
Samuel G. Frontera-Ocasio, Bioenvironmental Engineering
Flight. “This program offers us the opportunity to make a
difference in a young child as well as showing our pride in
our military careers.”
Some of the children were given lunches by their different
See Students page 13

Photo by Joe Fischer

Staff Sgt. Matthew Nuckolls and Senior Airman Tyson Johnson, Explosive Ordnance Detachment, teach children how to operate a robot used for handling, disarming and detonating explosive devices in the field.
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Missile defense

NORAD anniversary

Expert says nation’s Missile Defense Agency
is in good shape.

North American Aerospace Defense
Command celebrates 49 years.
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end up being seen until two to three o’clock
the next afternoon,” Captain Kisby said.
“And the sad part is that some of them were
still not able to be seen.”
Even with the medical team’s best efforts,
not all patients who were seen could be
helped. When a woman with cancer in her
eye arrived for treatment, the team found
nothing could be done for her at the facility.
“The hardest part of the whole trip,” said
Staff Sgt. Oscar Hernandez, a Vandenberg
public health professional, “was when
someone made it through all those hours
of waiting, and we would have to look them
in the face and say, ‘I’m sorry, we don’t have
what you need.’ To know that you could do
all that planning and help so many people,
but there were still those you just couldn’t
help – that was the hardest and most memorable part.”
But in spite of the factors against them, the
Airmen saw more than 8,000 patients in 10
days. Such a success would not have been
possible without pre-deployment preparation.
The 30th MDG pharmacy had some of
the most time-consuming preparation prior
See Medics page 13

First leases signed for
new privatized housing
By Corey Dahl
Space Observer

For Debra Metheny and her husband, Tech. Sgt. Harry
Metheny, the decision to stay in base housing came down
to protecting their four kids.
“We like the security factor with the kids,” said Mrs.
Metheny. “Granted, there are weirdos in the military, too,
but it kind of cuts that percentage down.”
For Lt. Col. Harry Richter, the promise of maintenancefree living lured him into signing a new lease.
“You’re not worried about plumbing or who’s fixing
this or that,” he said. “Those are nice things to not have
to worry about.”
And for Col. Manuel Hidalgo, the 21st Space Wing’s
Mission Support Group commander, the decision to move
into a new, privatized home was simply a luxury choice.
“It’s an outstanding opportunity for us to have 21st
century housing instead of 1950s housing,” he said. “We’re
going to have brand new houses with a lot of amenities.”
Whatever their reasons, a handful of servicemembers
turned out May 9 to sign new leases with Tierra Vista
Communities, the company in charge of Peterson’s move
to privatized housing. Dozens more servicemembers and
their families came to the event to listen to a presentation
about the lease and talk to Tierra Vista representatives.
Bob Mathis, asset manager for Tierra Vista, said the
new leases will be almost identical to the current Air
Force housing agreement but will contain a few new provisions, such as guaranteed maintenance response times,
meant to help residents.
See Leases page 13

New gate hours begin
June 1
Page 9
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21st Space Wing Mission
and Vision
Our Mission
Conduct world class space
superiority operations and
provide unsurpassed
installation support and
protection while deploying
Warrior Airmen.
Our Vision
Strength and Preparedness
to Save the Nation.

Summer begins with safety
Commentary by Col. Jay G. Santee
21st Space Wing commander

Each year on Memorial Day, we honor
Americans lost in service to our nation. As we
reflect and give tribute to those who paid the
ultimate price for our freedoms, let us also
honor their past service by committing to our
own wartime readiness.
Our Vision — “Strength and Preparedness
to Save the Nation” — requires each member
of this wing to be fit for duty 24 hours a day,
365 days a year. This is challenging, and it all
begins with safety.
As most of you are aware, Memorial Day
weekend is also the beginning of the Air
Force-wide 101 Critical Days of Summer.
This campaign runs annually to counter the
traditional increase in Air Force mishaps and
fatalities that occur during the summer
months.
In fact, 4 p.m. May 25 marks the official start
of the campaign that ends at 7 a.m. Sept. 4.
Last summer, 18 Airmen lost their lives in
tragic mishaps. Though our wing has not suffered a summer fatality in years, we want to
continue this trend and avoid any other

Commissary privileges
Question:
Why are people without ID cards permitted
to shop in the Commissary with a
relative/friend? A neighbor was telling me
she just came home from the commissary,
even though she no longer has an ID card.
She goes with her mother to purchase tobacco, which cost much less at the commissary than they do downtown. I feel that
somebody is really abusing the use of the
commissary for people who aren’t supposed
to be there. I hope something can be done
about military shopping with or for non-military ID holders. Thank you.
Answer:
People without ID cards are not permitted
to shop in the commissary.
Per Defense Commissary Agency Directive
40-6, On Oct. 13, 1999, DoD established
policy that “Visitors may accompany authorized patrons into the commissary, but they
are not authorized to make commissary purchases.” (DeCA Directive 40-6, Chapter 3-3,
paragraph f.) Therefore, visitors are allowed
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mishaps that affect our mission readiness.
How do we combat peacetime mishaps
and more importantly, preventable offduty fatalities during the 101 CDS? Just
knowing the principles of Operational
Risk Management is not enough. Only by
increasing our personal risk awareness
will we be able to sense something is not
right and make a conscious decision to
A-C-T: Assess the environment, Consider
options to limit risk, and Take appropriate
action.
Mishaps are repeatedly suffered by
Airmen trained in applying ORM, but fail
to employ its principles. ORM familiarity
and knowledge alone is not enough.
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Therefore, our wing goal during this 101 CDS
campaign will be to maximize risk awareness
in all on- and off-duty tasks.
Beginning May 21, a 101 CDS countdown
will be displayed daily over the local area network reminding personnel of their commitment to safety. On May 25, an atomic clock
“hack” will be given by 4 p.m. signifying the
beginning of 101 CDS. All base personnel
should synchronize their watches to this very
second. We will enter the high risk summer
period together, on time, with awareness on
safety.
Leaders at every level must take the “time”
to mentor Airmen on the proven methods
of ORM and the ever vital need to be cognizant of risk. I challenge every Airman to
check their watch before engaging in any activity or task, and ask, “Do I have time for
safety?”
I wish everyone and their families a prosperous, safe Memorial Day weekend and
summer season. Be a good Wingman and role
model to your fellow Airmen as we work together to “Save the Nation.”
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to come into the facility. Also, according to the
above referenced directive, “An authorized
commissary patron who makes commissary
purchases for others who are not entitled to
commissary privileges risks sanctions associated with abuse of the commissary privileges. (DeCA Directive 40-6, Chapter 3-3,
paragraph f. (2)) Anyone who has reason to
believe that an authorized patron is abusing
the commissary privilege may provide the
specifics of such matter to appropriate installation authorities.”
The policies as stated in the referenced directive are strictly controlled and monitored
by both commissary employees and management personnel. However, once an authorized commissary patron departs the
commissary we have no control over what
that individual does with items that he or she
has purchased.
As stated above, if an individual has reason
to believe that someone is abusing their commissary privileges, that information can be
referred to the appropriate installation authorities. If you have further questions, contact Mr. Bobby Mings at 322-4829.

Aero Club kudos
I wanted to take a moment express my appreciation for having access to the Peterson
Aero Club. It's a great privilege that the Air
Force has allowed other services and
Department of Defense personnel to be a part
of this support program.
I have recently started taking my instrument training through the club using the
Veterans Administration Chapter 30 program. I have found the professionalism and
competence of the staff and instructors to be
first rate.
Of note, Saundra Stienmier has been an indispensable asset helping me work with the
VA. On numerous occasions she has helped
me fill out the paperwork and get it submitted.
Every time she sees me, she asks if there are
any problems. It's very re assuring to know
that she cares enough to remember and offers
her assistance without hesitation should I
need it. Being a member of the club has been
a very positive and rewarding experience that
I am pleased to be part of and include my
family in.
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When Phil McDonald came to Peterson in the
1970s, there were a handful of trees on base.
When he retired this January, the base could
count roughly 15,000.
Coincidence? Not exactly.
As Peterson’s ground manager since 1973,
Mr. McDonald worked on improving the base’s
landscape for more than three decades.
He was honored May 3 when officials dedicated an Eagle Park grove and bench in his
name.
“Anyone who comes here can see that this
took a lot of work,” said Col. Manny Hidalgo,
mission support group commander for the 21st
Space Wing. “It didn’t just happen. This bench
is a reminder of Phil’s dedication.”
That dedication has been driving Mr.
McDonald for a long time. Raised in Woodland
Park, he said he knew early on he wanted a
career involving nature.
“Being around farms and ranches, cattle,
crops and greenery, it was just sort of natural,”
he said.
After spending a year at Colorado State
University studying forestry, Mr. McDonald
worked for the U.S. Forest Service before becoming golf course superintendent at
Peterson. Eventually, he decided he didn’t
want to leave.
“I loved it,” he said. “I wouldn’t trade it for anything I’ve done in my life.”
Over the years, his wife Joy joined him on
base, where she still works as director of
catering for The Club. His son also worked on
the golf course for several summers as a
teenager.
“There’s a long history of McDonalds on this
base,” Mrs. McDonald said. “I know a lot of

Air Force photo by Corey Dahl

Emily.Frazee@csbj.com

By Corey Dahl

A grove and bench in Eagle Park were dedicated to Phil McDonald May 3. Mr. McDonald, Peterson’s grounds manager
since 1973, retired in January. During his three decades at Peterson, he saw more than 15,000 trees planted here.
people come and go on the base and retire, but
it’s nice to have this addition to remember Phil’s
thumbprint.”
Mr. McDonald is working now on leaving his
thumbprint elsewhere, helping at his son’s
bakery, and making plans for the trees at their

summer house in Cuchara, Colo.
But he’ll likely be back to visit all those trees
he planted at Peterson, too, Mrs. McDonald said.
“I know that we’ll be bringing our kids and
their grandkids out all the time to look at Papa’s
area,” she said. “We’re really touched.”
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NORAD celebrates relationship on 49th anniversary
By Army Sgt. 1st Class Gail Braymen

NORAD history

PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE, Colo.
(AFPN) — North American Aerospace
Defense Command officials celebrated its
49th anniversary May 12 with cake and reflected on the importance of its mission.
“Today we celebrate 49 years of tradition
and history of defending both the nations of
the United States and Canada,” said Gen.
Victor E. Renuart Jr., commander of
NORAD and U.S. Northern Command.
At a NORAD birthday celebration at
command headquarters, General Renuart
said May 12 is a day not just to remember
the command’s birthday, but also the relationship between Canada and the United
States. General Renuart’s first official trip
as NORAD and USNORTHCOM commander was to Canada, where he met with
the chief of defense staff, visited Canada
Command, and met with senior government leaders
“The sentiment, the bond, the strength
of this relationship is alive and well, from the
prime minister down through the ministers and certainly the defense staff and the
military members,” the general said. “It’s
something that’s really important that we
continue to grow and strengthen and take
advantage of.”
After World War II, the United States and
Canada recognized they were vulnerable to
enemy attack, especially by long-range
Russian bombers, and decided to integrate
their defense planning and strategies into a
bi-national military command.
The two countries signed the NORAD
Agreement on May 12, 1958.
“Basically, it outlined 11 specific principles on how they were going to organize the

Photo by Petty Officer 1st Class Joaquin Juatai

NORAD and USNORTHCOM Public Affairs

Gen. Victor E. Renuart Jr. cuts the North American Aerospace Defense Command’s NORAD’s birthday cake
with Canadian forces Cpl. Julie Lehoux (left) and Army Chief Warrant Officer 4 Mary Koepp. Canada and the
United States signed the NORAD Agreement May 12, 1958. General Renuart is the commander of NORAD and
U.S. Northern Command.
command, what kind of operations it would
undertake, mutual planning, control of
mutual aircraft in Canada and the United
States and defense plans against any possible attack,” said Dr. Thomas Fuller, the
NORAD and USNORTHCOM historian.
The NORAD agreement has been renewed 10 times since 1958. The latest renewal was signed in 2006 and, for the first
time, the agreement doesn’t have an expiration date.
“It was decided; however, that they should
get together and review the particular details

(and) the dimensions of any changes sometime within a four-year period after the
signing of the (agreement),” Dr. Fuller said.
“But, in reality, it meant that you didn’t have
an expiration date. You just had a review
process going on, which then would allow
you to make changes as each country decided and agreed to.”
NORAD is staffed by both American and
Canadian military and civilian members.
The command is charged with the missions
of aerospace warning and aerospace control for North America.

The North American Aerospace
Defense Command (NORAD) is a
bi-national military organization
formally established by Canada and
the United States during the Cold
War to monitor and defend North
American airspace. The events of
September 11, 2001 demonstrated
NORAD’s continued relevance to
North American security.
The NORAD Agreement was first
signed by the governments of
Canada and the United States on
May 12, 1958, and has been renewed
for varying periods since that time.
Although there have been ten
NORAD renewals since 1958, the
basic text of the Agreement has been
revised substantially only four times
— in 1975, 1981, 1996 and 2006.
Originally named the North
American Air Defense Command,
the command initially focused on
the external threat posed to North
America by long-range strategic
bombers. The command was subsequently re-named the North
American Aerospace Defense
Command as the intercontinental
ballistic missile threat caused the
command to begin monitoring manmade objects in space. With the
events of Sept. 11, 2001, NORAD
quickly adjusted its focus to encompass the asymmetric terrorist threat.

Short-term cash problems
wrecking your long-term prospects?
If you’re serious about making a change in how you manage your
money, then the Asset Recovery Kit (ARK) Program can help.

It’s been called the Grandest
Mile of Scenery in Colorado.
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self-guided audio tours, wildlife viewing,
an in-mountain elevator
and a must-see computerized
night lighting system.
Summer Hours:
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For more information call 719-632-0765 today.
Take I-25 to exit 138,
head west and follow the signs.

ARK will provide military and DoD personnel and your families with a
short-term, no interest loan to help meet your immediate cash needs.
As long as you agree to undertake ﬁnancial counseling (located at
5262 N. Academy Blvd., Suite 1000, Colorado Springs), you may
borrow up to 80% of your net pay to a maximum of $ 500. The loan
is offered at a $6 ﬂat fee with no credit report—BUT you must agree
to ﬁnancial counseling.
Take control of your ﬁnances. Contact one of our representatives
at Pentagon Federal Credit Union and ask how ARK may be able to
change your life.

Come talk with us today.
Colorado Springs Branch:
6045 Barnes Road
Monday–Friday, 10AM–6PM
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U.S. missile defense in great shape, expert says
By Corey Dahl
Space Observer

North Korea, Iran, Syria.
The list of countries with weapons of
mass destruction seems to grow daily, but the
United States is prepared for the threat, says
Steve Fleet of the Missile Defense Agency.
Mr. Fleet, director of the MDA’s
Warfighter Support Center at Schriever Air
Force Base, gave an update on the nation’s
missile defense system at the Military
Officers Association of America’s meeting
May 3.
He told local members that compared to
just a few years ago the U.S. missile defense
system is in great shape and will likely improve in the years to come.
“When Reagan talked about Star Wars

years ago, it was just a pipe dream,” he said.
“Three years ago, that was still true. Now, just
in time for our nation, we finally have the
capabilities.”
International cooperation has played a
large role in beefing up the nation’s missile
defense, Mr. Fleet said. The United States has
been working with five partner countries, including the United Kingdom and Japan, to
establish radars and other defense components. A recent presentation to NATO also
drew interest and support from 17 countries,
he said.
“We have programs with many of our
allies right now,” he said. “We’ve been really
active, particularly internationally.”
Other developments have included the
sea-based X-Band Radar, a 300-foot tall

portable station built on an oil rig. The
highly-sensitive radar, which will eventually be stationed near Alaska, can detect the
launch of objects as small as a baseball.
And the Terminal High Altitude Area
Defense system has been in testing stages
since 2005. Once fully developed, THAAD
will be able to shoot down ballistic missiles
inside or outside the atmosphere.
Additional projects in the development
stages could help missile defense even more,
Mr. Fleet said, a big plus as more countries
and threats continue to develop.
“More than 20 nations have ballistic missiles today,” he said. “And that number is
growing everyday. That’s something we’re
worried about.”
But some of the challenges the MDA faces

are domestic, he said. More projects need
more money, but missile defense is facing a
$750 million budget cut this year. Declining
interest in math and science fields has also
made it tough to find scientists and engineers for projects.
“We’re not getting the scientists and engineers we need anymore,” he said. “We have
to outsource them, and that’s a shame.”
If resources come through, though, Mr.
Fleet said he predicts a bright future for missile defense — a statement that reassured
audience members like retired Col. Frank
Wisneski.
“You read stuff in the newspapers and it
makes you kind of wary,” Colonel Wisneski
said. “I was pleasantly surprised by how well
we’re doing. It was comforting.”

Peterson challenges individuals to tackle wasted energy issues
Deployed servicemembers pay the
price for inefficiency
By Brie Ward
21st Civil Engineer Squadron

Last year Peterson consumed nearly $8 million worth of
energy. An estimated 10 percent of that energy is wasted
on leaving lights on, propping doors open and other energywasting activities. That’s $800,000 wasted annually.
If you asked who pays this bill, you’d get a variety of answers.
Some might say the government or the American taxpayers. Others might say the Air Force or the contracting
officer down the hall. Contracting might sign the check,

For every dollar we waste
leaving our monitors on at night,
that’s a dollar that could have
went toward more body armor
for the war fighter or new
satellite surveillance
technology.
taxpayers might physically supply the budget, but who really
pays?

For every dollar we waste leaving our monitors on at
night, that’s a dollar that could have went toward more body
armor for the war fighter or new satellite surveillance technology. That’s money we could be spending on making the
Air Force, nay, the nation, more effective in fighting the
Global War on Terrorism. In the end, everyone pays for
these inefficiencies.
Seemingly insignificant things can add up to thousands
of dollars.
If you are the last person to leave your area at night, turn
the lights off. Shut off monitors and desk lights, report water
leaks and outside air penetrations.
Wasting energy is no longer just your mother nagging
you not to “heat the neighborhood.” It has a global impact
— now more than ever.


 :(+$9(DKLJKO\TXDOL¿HGVWDIIRIIRXUGHQWLVWVDQGWKUHHK\JLHQLVWV
 :($&&(37UHWLUHG DFWLYHGXW\PLOLWDU\LQVXUDQFH
 :($5(FRQYHQLHQWO\ORFDWHGQHDU)W&DUVRQ6FKULHYHU$)%DQG
3HWHUVRQ$)%±MXVWDFURVVWKHVWUHHWIURPWKH)RXQWDLQ6DIHZD\

667-3880

 :(:$1772%(WKH'HQWDO&HQWHUIRU$//\RXUIDPLO\¶VGHQWDOFDUH
IURP\RXUFKLOGUHQWR\RXUJUDQGSDUHQWV

.FTB3JEHF1BSLXBZr'PVOUBJO $0
XXXNFTBSJEHFEFOUBMDPN

Get up to $35,000 in down payment assistance
with our 1st Time Home Buyer program!*

5937 Constitution Ave.

264-1207

www.aafcu.com

In Colorado Springs, Monument,
Fountain, & on the USAFA

*Must meet income and other requirements. Other 1st time homebuyer programs available if you do not qualify. Membership requirements
may apply. We do business in accordance with the Federal Fair Housing Law and Equal Credit Opportunity Act. Branches also in Castle
Rock, Elizabeth, Parker, & Highlands Ranch.

8

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, May 17, 2007

Chief McKinley offers service dress perspective

AROUND THE

SAN ANTONIO (AFNEWS) — In his latest “Enlisted Perspective,” Chief Master Sgt.
of the Air Force Rodney J. McKinley discusses the new heritage service dress uniform and
how the uniform will better represent the Air Force to the American public.
“I look forward to the day when I stand tall in a new service dress uniform with a stronger
military image, one that will make a powerful statement about who we are: America’s Airmen
who fly, fight and win in any domain,” Chief McKinley said.
Chief McKinley, the Air Force’s top enlisted Airman, said the new heritage service dress
uniform will say to the world that Airmen are linked to a combat-forged past, and they are
warriors prepared for today’s challenges and future battlefields.

AIR FORCE
DoD blocks 12 popular Internet sites to protect grid
WASHINGTON (AFPN) — Defense Department officials are blocking access to many
popular Internet sites from department-owned computers due to bandwidth issues, U.S.
Strategic Command officials said May 14.
Joint Task Force Global Network Operations members, who direct the operation and defense of DoD’s global information grid to assure timely and secure capabilities in support
of the department’s warfighting, intelligence, and business missions, blocked 12 popular
sites on government computers beginning May 14.
The sites are: youtube.com, pandora.com, photobucket.com, myspace.com, live365.com,
hi5.com, metacafe.com, mtv.com, ifilm.com, blackplanet.com, stupidvideos.com and
filecabi.com.

Joint team helps save 2-year-old boy in Pacific

Army aids in aerial evac during North Pole exercise
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YOUR LIFE. YOUR FUTURE. YOUR FSB.
Farmers State Bank has great offers just
for Graduating Seniors:
Budding Millionaire
checking account*

ATM/Debit Card

24-Hour Internet Banking

FSB Credit Card

*Certain restrictions may apply.
For more information please contact
any of our FSB branches.

Calhan: 458 Colorado Avenue—719 347-2727
Ellicott: 445 N. Ellicott Highway—719 683-3999
Falcon: 7025 Meridian Road—719 495-3650
or online 24/7 at: www.YOURFSB.com

Photo by Lt. Col. Jimmy Barrow

NORTH POLE, Alaska (AFPN) — Two UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter crews teamed with
Airmen and civilian emergency responders May 10 to evacuate simulated
victims of a terrorist attack as part of
Alaska Shield/ Northern Edge 2007.
Soldiers from the 1st Battalion,
52nd Aviation regiment’s “Flying
Dragons” based at Fort Wainwright,
Alaska, worked with Air National
Guardsmen from Kulis Air National
Guard Base, Alaska, and active duty
Air Force aircrew from nearby
Eielson Air Force Base as part of An aeromedical evacuation team member tends to 2-year-old John
Alaska Shield/ Northern Edge 2007 Tenorio, who is on a patient litter and hooked up to mobile crit— an exercise designed to test the ical care equipment while en route from Saipan on a C-17
coordination of federal, state, local Globemaster III to Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii.
agencies during emergencies.
Airmen and Soldiers from Kulis ANG airlifted more than 40 patients following a simulated terrorist attack at the North Pole Refinery Complex. The capabilities of local responders were deliberately overwhelmed so military assets could be used in the rescue.

HICKAM AIR FORCE BASE, Hawaii (AFPN) — When Airmen from the 13th Air Force’s
Theater Patient Movement
Requirements Center received a request in early May
from a Saipan pediatrician requesting critical assistance for
a 2-year-old suffering from
pneumonia with subsequent
organ system failure, unit
members understood time
was critical to save the child.
John Terorio was struggling
for life, so the administrative
Photo by Greg Bingaman
portion of the requirement
A crew member from an Army UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter from 1st
was quickly validated and a
Battalion, 52nd Aviation regiment scans the landing zone used to evacuate
validating flight surgeon ap“casualties” from a homeland defense attack scenario conducted in collabproved the priority move.
oration with civilian first responders from North Pole and Fairbanks, Alaska.
The requirement was then
forwarded to the 613th Air and Space Operations Center’s Aeromedical Evacuation Control
Team to task available aircrew and aircraft to support the mission.
Within 36 hours, Lt. Col. Lynda Vu, a 13th Air Force validating surgeon, along with an
aeromedical evacuation team from Det. 1, 18th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron, with
Reserve augmentation from March Air Reserve Base, Calif., and C-17 Globemaster III crew
from the 535th Airlift Squadron at Hickam Air Force Base departed on the eight-hour flight
to Saipan. The team was met in Saipan by a pediatrician and ambulance.
The critical care team stabilized the patient and were en route back to Hawaii within three
hours. After touching down in Hawaii, the Hickam AFB Fire Emergency Services transported
John to Kapiolani Medical Center for Women and Children in Honolulu. Since his ordeal
began in early May, John has been taken off the ventilator and has regained his organ functions.

Don’t throw away
your bulbs...
RECYCLE them!
Bulbs Plus and Colorado Springs Utilities
KDYHEHFRPH(QHUJ\(I¿FLHQF\3DUWQHUV
+2IIHYHU\QHZFRPSDFWÀXRUHVFHQWEXOE
+5HF\FOHROGÀXRUHVFHQWEXOEV
+/HDUQDERXWRWKHUHQHUJ\HI¿FLHQWSURGXFWV
Don’t stay in the dark!

Call us for details on federal and state regulations governing disposal of universal waste

BULBS
PLUS,
INC
Phone (719) 632-2670 • 2217-B E. Platte Avenue
V isit
the
Space
Obser ver
online at
www.csmng.com
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Gate hours changed

Memorial ride

Asian Pacific American Heritage events

The hours of operation at Peterson gates change June 1. New
hours are:
West Gate — no change, open 24 hours daily.
North gate — open 5 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday to Friday,
closed on weekends and federal holidays.
East Gate — open 5 a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday to Friday, 6
a.m. to 10 p.m. weekends.
Commissary and BX patrons are encouraged to enter
through the East Gate. Additionally, commercial delivery
traffic will no longer enter the West Gate; the new commercial inspection station is at the East Gate. Hours of operation
for commercial inspection only are 5 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday
to Friday, closed on weekends and holidays.
For information, contact the 21st Security Forces Police
Services Section at 556-6282 or 556-8235.

A group of riders from Peterson are riding to Denver’s
Signature Park May 19 as part of the Colorado Freedom
Memorial Ride. The ride is free. Admission to memorial activities is $20 to support the veteran’s memorial. Riders should
meet at American Motorcycles between 9 and 9:30 a.m.

There is a Cultural Show & Food Tasting 11 a.m. May 23
at the Base Auditorium as part of Asian Pacific American
Heritage Month. The guest speaker is retired Col. John M.
Santiago. Cost is $8.
For information, contact Senior Master Sgt. Susan Lasiter
at 556-1432, Master Sgt. Maria Bueno at 556-1691 or Dolly
Daniels at 556-7039.

Lane closures

Armed Forces run, bike safety day

There will be lane closures at the North Gate May 19 and
20, and May 26 and 27, to paint the gate. Outbound lanes will
be closed in the morning, and inbound lanes closed in the
afternoon; traffic will be re-routed through opposite lanes.
The Visitor Center will still be accessible during the closures.
For information, contact 1st Lt. Bryon Gohl at 556-1634.

There is an America’s Kids Day Run, Armed Forces Run
and Bike Safety Day from 9 to noon May 19 behind the
Fitness and Sports Center. The run begins at 9 a.m.; bike
safety begins at 10:30 a.m.

Military appreciation week
Rumbi Island Grill offers a military discount through May
19 in recognition of Armed Forces Week. All military with
a valid ID card receive a 25 percent discount. The restaurant chain is also donating $1,000 toward a fund for families
of servicemembers in Iraq.

Driving seminar
The Peterson auto hobby shop is hosting a parent/teen
driving seminar from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. May 16 at the base auditorium. For information, call 556-4481.

CCAF graduation
The Community College of the Air Force graduation ceremony is 2 to 4 p.m. May 18 at The Club.

Library book sale
The Friends of the Pikes Peak Library District is having a
spring book sale May 19 and 20 at East Library, 5550 N.
Union Blvd.
The Friends member only sale is 8 to 10 a.m. May 19
(Friends memberships are available for purchase at the door.)
The sale is open to the public 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. May 19. There
is a bag sale from 1 to 4 p.m. May 20. Books can be bought
for $5 per grocery bag. For information, call 531-6333.

Awards breakfast
The quarterly Team Pete Awards Breakfast is 8 a.m. May
22 at The Club. Cost for the buffet breakfast is $8 for members, $10 for non-members. See first sergeants to sign up.

Car seat safety check
The Safety Office is offering free child car seat safety checks
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. May 23 in The Club parking lot.
Checks are by appointment only. To schedule an appointment or for information, contact Tech. Sgt. Janet Doyle at 5564392.

Volunteer opportunity
Volunteers are needed for traffic control before, during
and after the Air Force Academy Graduation May 30.
Volunteers will need to be in place by 6:30 a.m. and will
work until 2 p.m. Money raised by volunteering for this
event will go toward the 21st and 50th Space Wing Birthday
Bash. Volunteers should sign up by May 20. For information, e-mail Staff Sgt. Emmanuel Ramirez at
Emmanuel.Ramirez@peterson.af.mil.

Re-enlist with the Thunderbirds
A re-enlistment ceremony with the Thunderbirds is 1 p.m.
May 28 at Hangar 119. Re-enlistees must contact the MPF
Re-enlistment Section at 556-9214 at least 10 duty days prior.
For information and flightline access, contact Master Sgt.
Kristin Clark at 556-9226.

Housing Office closed
The Housing Office is closed May 30 for an official function. Regular hours of 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. resume May 31. For
information, call 556-7173

Base exchange and commissary opening
The BX is scheduled to open June 6 and the commissary
is scheduled to open July 12.

Golf tournament

Fun run, walk
The Fountain Creek Nature Center is having a 5K race,
walk and kid’s fun run at 6 p.m. May 23 in Fountain. Early
entry fee is $15, $8 for youth 12 and younger; $20 for adults
and $10 for youth day of race. Register online at
www.active.com or call 520-6745 for information.

The Military Officers Association of America, Pikes Peak
Chapter, is having a golf tournament June 29 at the Air Force
Academy. Check-in begins at 7 a.m. and the shotgun start
begins at 8 a.m. Cost is $100 per player and includes green
fees, cart, goody bag, prizes and lunch at 1:30 p.m. Visit
www.ppmoaa.org to register by June 15 or call 661-1740.
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Gentle Dental Care
Howard Short, D.M.D.
Accepting
United Concordia Insurance
for military families!

CALL
FOR APPOINTMENT!

719-574-7631
4JMWFSBEP4JFSSB$SFX$BC4IPSU#FE 4FSJFT

5739 Constitution Ave.
(SW corner Constitution and
Powers next to Walgreens)
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A copy of the Space

Change lives, touch
the future…..TEACH!

Observer is
waiting for

Have you thought about becoming a teacher?

you at the

Do you serve or have you served in the military?
(Active Duty, Guard, Reserves, Retired, Transitioning)

commissary,

Are you a spouse of a military member?

For More Information
Please Contact:
Bob Leonard
Colorado Troops To Teachers
719-262-4107 or
colottt@uccs.edu
www.mwttt.com
www.proudtoserveagain.com

the shoppette,
the CDC and all
around Peterson.
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Peterson environmental assessment set for June
An environmental, safety and occupational health assessment is slated for June 18 to 22 here.
The assessment is part of the Environmental, Safety, and
Occupational Health Compliance Assessment and
Management Program, which is governed by AFI 32-7045.
The purpose of the program is to improve environmental,
safety and occupational health management, to meet national, state and Air Force compliance standards, and to
build supporting financial programs for funding requirements.
Under the ESOHCAMP program, Air Force installations
are required to be assessed on a yearly basis. In a recurring
three-year cycle, base personnel are responsible for conducting the assessment every first and second year, while
MAJCOM personnel are responsible for conducting the assessment every third year.
Since this is the last year in Peterson’s cycle, Air Force

AFSPC transitions
to new radio system
Air Force Space Command will begin operational use of
a new Land Mobile Radio System in early May.
This new LMR System is critical to ensuring local Air Force
bases meet their Department of Defense mission and involves transmission on one to several frequencies. The system
will eliminate current communication gaps in the Colorado
Springs area.
“This system is important to both the military and civilian
communities,” said Col. Fred Mooney, AFSPC chief, Network
and Information Services Division. “Not only will it improve
communications on and between the bases, it will also facilitate interoperability with first responders such as medical,
fire and police with whom we have mutual aid agreements.”
The use of this LMR system may cause variable interference with certain unlicensed commercial wireless devices
such as remote controls for garage door openers. These types
of devices are permitted to operate within the same frequency as LMRs, but are required by the Federal
Communication Commission to accept interference.
Individuals attempting to operate such unlicensed, but
legal, devices may have to move closer to the device they
wish to operate and potentially use an alternate means for
operating the device.
For garage door opener users who experience significant
levels of interference, or desire to completely avoid potential
interference, their product’s manufacturer, local home improvement retailer or a professional installing dealer will be able
to provide assistance. Additional information is also available
online by conducting a search for the homeowner’s garage
door opener brand and device.
AFSPC began testing the new system in late November
when many garage door openers in the local area were affected.
“After the initial testing of this system, we reviewed and adjusted the operational configuration. We have done everything
we can to minimize the impact on the community and expect
much less impact, if any, when we turn on the system in early
May,” said Colonel Mooney. “Although this may be inconvenient for some, overall, national defense and the community
will benefit from this system.”

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!
• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.
referral is
No Primary Care
ply call for
necessary. Sim
an appointment.

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

Space Command will conduct the assessment. The assessment team will consist of both AFSPC personnel and contractor support personnel. During the week of the
assessment, members of the assessment team may contact your
organization to schedule a site visit. The purpose of this visit
may be to either physically inspect your unit, or to check
administrative records.
If contacted, accommodate the team members as they
conduct this important assessment. Be open and honest
with the assessors as their results will be used to improve the
environmental, safety, and occupational health programs
here.
In order to prepare for the upcoming assessment, unit
should do the following: have their records in order; ensure
that good housekeeping procedures are being followed; and
begin thinking like an assessor.
Some records that the assessors may request include, but

are not limited to, training records, work logs, inspection
records, hazardous material inventories, and Material Safety
Data Sheets. Good housekeeping procedures means keeping
work and storage areas organized, clean and free of clutter.
Thinking like an assessor means evaluating current procedures and considering how those procedures impact the
environment, safety and occupational health.
When preparing for the assessment, remember to consult
your unit’s environmental managers and safety officers, as
these individuals have received training in the areas of environmental, safety and occupational health.
For information about the upcoming ESOHCAMP assessment, contact 2nd Lt. Austin Newton at 556-6100.
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21st Services Squadron offers a variety of programs
Full Service Spring Giveaway
Full Service Spring is a customer appreciation program
that continues through June 14. Customers patronizing 21st
Services businesses and activities on base are rewarded on
the spot with gift certificates and cash. Scheduled visits of the
Full Service Spring prize patrol are announced on
www.21svs.com. Click on the “What’s Hot Now” link.
Unannounced visits are also made. Winners are selected at
random and choose from envelopes that contain $21, $210
or gift certificates for Services activities. So far, three lucky
Services customers have picked the $210 envelope, one while
visiting the Frame Shop, one during Bingo Bonanza at The
Club and one at the Aero Club’s monthly safety meeting.

Fingerprinting Service
ITT offers fingerprinting for non-official business, which
includes gun permits, adoptions and teacher education. The
cost is $12, which is $3 less than the Colorado Springs Police
Department charges. No appointment is necessary. Service
is available during ITT’s hours of operation. For information, call 556-1760.

Infant Child Care
The Child Development Center has a short list for newborn care (age six weeks to six months) with the possibility
of an immediate opening. The current limited waiting list
has children who are not yet six weeks of age. For information, call 556-7460.

Auto Hobby Center services
The Peterson Auto Hobby Center is open Tuesday
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., Saturday from 8 a.m.
to 7 p.m. and Sunday from 11:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. The center
is closed on Mondays.
The May special is $5 off a diagnostic check.
An auto detailing service performed by Seventh Wave
Car Wash & Detail is available by appointment at the shop.
Detailing services include hand washing and waxing, interior cleaning, upholstery and carpet shampooing, leather

cleaning and conditioning, engine detailing, complete interior and exterior details and more. The cost of these services is 10 percent below what they charge off base. For
information, call 556-0049.
The Auto Hobby Center also has a used car lot located at
the entrance of the Auto Skills Center and a 30,000- pound
car lift. A shop orientation can be arranged for any day of
the week. For information, call 556-4481.

Aero Club
The Aero Club has flying discounts throughout the month
of May. Gift certificates and special orders are also available. Members can also receive aviation degrees or use the
flying and ground schools towards credits. Check into our
Utah Valley State College program. For information, visit the
Aero Club office at Hangar 133, call 556-4310 or visit
www.21svs.com.

Bowling Center activities
The new summer hours for the Peterson Bowling Center
are Monday and Tuesday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Wednesday and
Thursday 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., Fridays 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. and
Saturdays 3 to 11 p.m. The center is closed on Sunday.
 May 19 — Armed Forces Day Special: Active duty and
retired personnel bowl three free games when accompanied by their family
 May 25 — Intramural bowling banquet and base championship presentation
 June 1 through August 1 — Kids bowl one free game
every day
 Bowling Intramurals — Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m.
 Have A Ball League — Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. Offers great
themes such as Superman, NASCAR and more.
 Summer Strike Force — Begins June 1 and continues
through July 31. Participants can win prizes and cash when
participating in programs at the Bowling Center.
 YABA Instruction Classes — Saturdays 1 to 2 p.m.
 Daily Lunch Special — Monday through Fridays.
 Monthly 9-Pin No-Tap Bowling and Black Hole
Tournament — 3rd Sat. of every month

 Gold Head Pin — Free game (Saturdays, Sundays,
holidays)
For information on any of these activities, call 556-4607.

Child care programs
Peterson Family Child Care has openings for children
ages newborn to 12 years. For more information, call the
Family Child Care Office at 556-4322.
A Family Child Care Orientation Class is available for
people who enjoy working with children and would like to
operate a business out of their home, setting their own hours
and fees. For information or to register, call the FCC Office
at 556-4322.

Child Care for PCS Program
The Child Care for PCS Program is intended to help relieve some of the stress felt by families in the process of a PCS
move. The Air Force Aid Society will pay up to 20 hours of
child care per child in certified Family Child Care homes on
base. Families may receive a certificate at the base the family
is departing from and the base where the family is arriving,
if both bases offer the program. Certificates are valid only
at the base from which they are issued.
Families with PCS orders are eligible to receive a Child Care
for PCS Certificate from the Peterson Family Support Center
for use within 60 days of the family’s departure from or arrival at Peterson AFB or Cheyenne Mountain AFS.
This program is open to all ranks if childcare is available.
Since this program is funded by Air Force Aid Society, only
active duty Air Force personnel may participate. For information, call the Relocation Assistance Program at 556-6141
or the Family Child Care Office at 556-4322.

Returning Home Care
This program provides free child care only after the deployed sponsor has from their deployment. This free child
care service will be provided in an extended duty home and
is limited to 16 hours per child and has to be used within
30 days of the return date.
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Medics: Relief mission
From page 1
to the trip, which included ordering the
medications, finding volunteers to help precount all the medications, pre-fill prescription containers, as well as having to translate
the medical instructions into Spanish.
Other preparation was completed by the
Guatemalan Department of Health.
“The Guatemalan Department of Health
predetermined the selected areas as the
areas most in need of medical attention,”
said Capt. (Dr.) Daniel Rohweder, one of
the physicians from the 30th MDG who

aided in the relief.
That medical attention consisted of
mainly nutritional supplements, parasitic
treatment and acute pain treatment.
“We really ran the gamut of treatment,
from arthritis to depression to congestive
heart failure,” Captain Rohweder said. Many
symptoms and conditions indicated of the
kind of health care the Guatemalan people
had available to them.
“One of the most shocking things was not
just the lack of medical care, but the complete absence of it,” Captain Rohweder said.
“So while what we were able to do may seem
very small, at least by American standards,

when you give them some pain medication
or steroids for the knees, or even just vitamins, it can drastically increase their quality
of life, if even for a short time.”
Even though the team provided much
needed care and relief to so many, the constant flow of pain and disease could be emotionally draining. Still, there were cases that
reminded the team why they were there in
the first place.
“There were some people there who you
could tell were not sick, but only sent by the
mothers to come down and get some medication to bring home,” said Sergeant
Hernandez, who helped out as an interpreter for the team. “Then there were people
like the 85-year-old man who came in just
for some minor pain in his leg. We offered
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him other things, but he said, ‘No, I’m fine,
I just want something for my leg.’ You would
think a man of his age, spending so much
of his life in the sugarcane fields, he would
have a bunch of other problems; but all he
wanted was something for the pain in his
leg.”
“He was also prior military,” added Maj.
(Dr.) Paulette Lassiter, another Vandenberg
physician on the team. “He was just thrilled
to be telling us all of his stories and so excited to be seen by a military doctors; he
saluted us when he left.”
During the 10-day period the team from
AFSPC pulled nearly 900 teeth and repaired
nearly 100 more, given out almost 1,100
pairs of eyeglasses and prescribed nearly
32,000 prescriptions.

Leases: Privatization near Students: Military career
From page 1
Residents currently living on base will
also have the advantage of being grandfathered in on some policies, so new terms,
such as pet deposits, won’t affect them, Mr.
Mathis said.
“We’re very confident that these agreements
are similar to what you’re experiencing right
now with a few additions that are to your benefit,” Mr. Mathis told audience members.
Families living on base must decide by
this summer whether they want to continue
living on base after Tierra Vista takes over
housing management in July.
The transfer of authority will mean a
major overhaul for housing on Peterson, with
the demolition of all existing housing except
for 15 units, which will be renovated. In their
place, Tierra Vista will erect 723 new homes

along with a new community center, maintenance facility and several parks and trails.
The new units will be larger than most of
the houses currently on base and feature
amenities such as porches, free lawn maintenance and $20,000 insurance policies.
Some who attended the lease signing said
they’re undecided about whether to stay.
Several people voiced concerns that privatization on other bases led to problems, and
they’re afraid the same thing will happen
here.
Mr. Mathis said those concerns are unfounded and promised that Tierra Vista will
work hard to keep people in base housing.
“We realize that you have a choice,” he
said. “You don’t have to live on base housing,
and if we don’t live up to your expectations,
you’ll vote with your feet. So we’re going to
work extra hard to go above and beyond
your expectations.”

HELMET
SAFETY
A helmet is required while on
Peterson Air Force Base or
any other military installation
whenever riding a:

From page 1
host workplaces; others received lunches
from the school cafeteria and had an opportunity to hang out at the Peterson
Museum. This gave them additional opportunities to discuss the military life style
and career developments.
The event took children to various workplaces that included Bioenvironmental
Engineering, the U.S. Air Force Academy
Band, Flight Medicine, Fire Station, Fire &
Emergency Services, Military Operations
Flight, Explosive Ordinance Disposal,
Aerospace Physiology and many more.
“Overall, at the end of the day, you could
hear the excitement from children about
how positive the military environment is,”
Sergeant Frontera-Ocasio said. “Some
children mentioned wanting to stay in

school and join the military so that they
could do what we do, others mentioned
how impressed they were by the warm
welcome they received.”
The teachers were just as impressed as
the school counselor.
“In 12 years of Job Shadow Day, this is
by far the most impressive and pleasant ...
people here are so welcoming,” said Mrs.
Nancy Lovell.
The JSD is a nationwide program sponsored by local Junior Achievement chapters that brings middle school children
into businesses to learn about the different
aspects of business and to encourage children to stay in school. JA Job Shadow introduces students to careers through
one-day, on-site workplace orientations.
For information about the local Junior
Achievement chapter contact Ms. Kim
Perry at 636-2474, ext. 25.

You Save
When You Serve.

Celebrate Armed Forces Day with Verizon Wireless.

Military Discount!
 Bicycle
 Scooter
 Skateboard
 Roller blades

Save15%

on monthly access charges.
New 2-year agreement on plans $34.99 or higher required. Activation
fees, taxes and other charges apply.* Monthly access discount on
Family SharePlan® lines available only on primary line.

Visit any Colorado Springs Verizon Wireless Store, Kiosk or Circuit City to check out other hot offers and great deals.
2 XU6XUFKDUJHV LQFO)HG8QLY6YF YDULHVTXDUWHUO\ ¢5HJXODWRU\ ¢$GPLQLVWUDWLYHOLQHPR RWKHUVE\DUHD DUHQRWWD[HV GHWDLOV JRY¦WWD[HVDQGRXUVXUFKDUJHV
FRXOGDGGWRWR\RXUELOO$FWLYDWLRQIHHOLQH IRUVHFRQGDU\)DPLO\6KDUH3ODQOLQHVZLWKD\UDJUHHPHQW ,03257$17&21680(5,1)250$7,216XEMHFWWR&XVWRPHU$JPW
&DOOLQJ3ODQ FUHGLWDSSURYDO8SWRHDUO\WHUPLQDWLRQIHHSHUOLQHRWKHUFKDUJHV UHVWULFWLRQVDSSO\2IIHUVQRWDYDLODEOHHYHU\ZKHUH1HWZRUNGHWDLOVFRYHUDJH
OLPLWDWLRQV PDSVDWYHUL]RQZLUHOHVVFRP2IIHUYDOLGIRUPLOLWDU\HPSOR\HHVRQO\3URRIRIPLOLWDU\,'UHTXLUHGWRTXDOLI\IRUHPSOR\HHGLVFRXQW&DQQRWEHFRPELQHGZLWK
RWKHURIIHUV/LPLWHGWLPHRIIHU9HUL]RQ:LUHOHVV
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H a p p e n i n g s

Royal Gorge: World’s highest suspension bridge
Photo by Nel Lampe

By Nel Lampe

The Royal Gorge Bridge, built in 1929, spans the Arkansas
River near Cañon City.

CSMNG

Perhaps the Royal Gorge Bridge is one of
the undesignated wonders of the world.
Near Cañon City, this attraction also has
the world’s longest single-span aerial tram,
the world’s steepest incline railway and the
world’s highest Royal Rush Skycoaster,
which is a bungee jump.
Royal Gorge Bridge and Park will mark
Military Appreciation Month during the
month of May, when Airmen, retirees and
their families are admitted for half price.
Regular admission price is $23 for adults.
Children ages 4 through 11 are usually
charged $19, but children of military families will only be charged $9.50.
Admission to the bridge and park includes all rides and attractions except the
Skycoaster.
The Royal Gorge was given to the town
of Cañon City to be used as a park. Cañon
City citizens decided to build a bridge over
the chasm as a tourist attraction and curious travelers came to visit the bridge as
soon as it was completed in 1929.
A Texas bridge-building company was
hired to build the bridge. About 80 local
workers were on the construction crew. The
bridge was completed in less than six months.
There were no fatalities during construction.
The construction used wire and steel,
manufactured at the steel mill in Pueblo.
Three hundred tons of No. 9 galvanized wire
was needed and 1,000 tons of steel were
used in the bridge’s floor.
The bridge is anchored to the granite
walls on both sides of the gorge, using 300
tons of supporting cables. The bridge is
1,260 feet long and 18 feet wide. It can support 2 million pounds.
The Royal Gorge suspension bridge spans
the canyon cut by the Arkansas River over
millions of years. The river is now 1,053 feet
below the bridge.
Construction of the bridge in 1929 cost
about $350,000. In today’s dollars, it would
be more than $20 million.
In the beginning, tourists arrived by train.
When automobile travel became more popular, people drove to the bridge, which
helped the Royal Gorge Bridge became a
tourist vacation destination.
It’s still a tourist destination, but perhaps
a day trip for most Colorado citizens.
Tourists from throughout the U.S. and foreign countries may include a side trip to the
bridge while visiting other parts of the state.
To increase the bridge’s attraction to
tourists, an incline railway was added soon

clothing living the way the first trappers lived
in Colorado. Mountain Man interpreters
demonstrate hunting and living skills.
The Royal Rush Skycoaster is on the
south rim, possibly the world’s scariest skycoaster. Harnessed riders are released from
a 100-foot tower, free fall at 50 mph and
swing out over the gorge, while hanging
1,200 feet above the roaring Arkansas River.
The Skycoaster is the only attraction not included in the entry price. The cost to rife
the skycoaster is $23, but group rates are
available for two riders or three riders.
The Cañon City area has other attractions, including the Dinosaur Depot, Prison
Museum, Royal Gorge Regional Museum,
Royal Gorge Route Railroad and Buckskin
Joe’s Frontier Town and Railway.
To reach the Royal Gorge, take Highway
115 to Penrose, then take U.S. 50 west
through Cañon City and continue on for
about 10 miles. Signs mark the way to the
bridge, which is a few miles south of
Highway 50. There are rafting and helicopter companies and a few tourist attractions near the road to the bridge.
Courtesy of the Fort Carson Mountaineer.

Souvenirs, T-shirts, jewelry, lunch and
snack items are available in the visitor
center. Food items are also available at several sites on both sides of the bridge during
the summer season.
After trying the attractions on the north
side of the bridge, it’s time to move across to
the other side. Patrons can drive it, walk it or
ride the trolley which runs until Labor Day.
Windy days make the walk across the
1,292 plank-bridge very memorable. The
south side of the gorge has attractions such
as a theater showing a 15-minute film about
the history of the gorge and a film about
the historic “Railroad Wars” in 1879, when
two companies disputed over the rights to
lay track through the gorge. The film also
shows footage of the bridge construction.
A 10-acre Wapiti Western Wildlife Park
is also on the southern rim, which includes
a herd of elk, several buffalo, including a
rare white buffalo, and bighorn sheep.
There’s also a petting zoo with barnyard animals and free burro rides for small children, as well as a horse-drawn wagon ride.
A Mountain Man Encampment features
men and women in traditional mountain
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after the bridge’s opening. Perhaps one of
the most difficult projects ever attempted,
the incline railway was built at an angle of
45-degrees in a crack in the granite. The
same construction crew built the railway,
but it took longer than the bridge did. Rail
cars glide up and down the side-by-side,
1,550-foot track.
Each car carries 30 passengers while zipping along at three mph. The ride takes
about five minutes. Passengers disembark to
get a close look at the Arkansas River and
the occasional white-water rafter, before returning to the rail car for the return trip.
Other attractions have been added to the
360-acre park, such as the carousel on the
north rim, a water clock and a small train
near the entrance.
The world’s longest single-span aerial
tram was added to the park in 1968. Costing
as much to construct as the bridge did in
1929, it uses two miles of cables to reach
the other side. Visitors ride the tram to see
the sights or as an alternate way to cross the
gorge. The tram car carries 35 passengers
across the 2,200-foot-span. The tram departs from the back of the visitor center.
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G o
Territory Days
Old Colorado City hosts a festival to celebrate “Territory
Days.” The three-day festival is Memorial Day Weekend. Street
entertainment and music begins at 10 a.m. Saturday, Sunday
and Monday. Food and drink will be available. Attendees can
park at Coronado High School and use the shuttle.

G e t

O u t

perishable food item for Care and Share.
The Colorado Springs Philharmonic performs Schuman,
Tchaikovsky and Mendelssohn on May 19 at 8 p.m. and May
20 at 2:30 p.m. at the Pikes Peak Center. Tickets prices range
from $12 to $50. For information, call 520-SHOW.

New state park
The circus is coming

Concerts
The Pikes Peak Philharmonic presents “Salute to America
and the Armed Forces” May 20 at 3 p.m. at First United
Methodist Church located at 420 N. Nevada Ave. Free tickets
are available at the door for active duty military members.
Retirees and family members are half price.
The Soli Deo Gloria Choir presents a free concert,
“Beautiful Savior,” at 7:30 p.m. Saturday at Sunrise United
Methodist Church, 2655 Briargate Blvd. Please bring a non-

Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center on 30 W. Dale St.
For tickets, call 634-5583. Performances are at 8 p.m. on
Friday and Saturday, and at 2 p.m. on Sundays. The production runs through June 3.

The Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Bellobration is in
the World Arena June 13-17. This show includes exotic animals, stunts, high-wire artists, trapeze acts and clowns. Military
ticket prices are $10-$17. For information, call 477-2116.

“Into the Woods”
“Into the Woods” by Stephen Sondheim, includes favorite
fairy tale characters and is presented in the theater at the

A new place to hike or picnic is Cheyenne Mountain State
Park. Located just across Highway 115 from Fort Carson’s main
gate, the park is open Saturdays and Sundays from 7 a.m. to 8
p.m. Construction is under way on campgrounds, landscaping,
a visitor center and rest rooms. The park will be open every day
of the week when construction projects are complete. The use
fee at Colorado State Parks is $5 for a day pass or $55 for an
annual pass, which can be used at any Colorado State Park.
Compiled by Nel Lampe.
Courtesy of the Fort Carson Mountaineer.

Free listings for servicemembers!

Call 329-5236
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General Dentistry For
Children And Young Adults

Get your Tickets Today at

(866) 464-2626 or online at www.TICKETSWEST.com

For more event information Call (719) 635-3547 visit www.COLORADOSPRINGSRODEO.com • Proceeds benefit the families of our Local Armed Forces

and The Colorado Springs Business Journal
July 5 & 6.

• Brand New Facility
• State Of The Art Equipment
• Digital Technology
• Child Friendly Environment

• We Have Happy Air
(Nitrous - Oxide)
• Se Habla Español
• Translator Available

• Accepting United Concordia and most other insurances

N

719-391-2336
2436 South Academy Blvd. Col Sprgs

FOR INFORMATION CALL 719-329-5209
Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

Academy
Blvd

The Fort Carson, Mountaineer
The Air Force Academy, Academy Spirit
The Schriever Air Force Base, Satellite Flyer
The Peterson Air Force Base, Space Observer

Same Day Emergency
Visits Available
Walk-Ins Welcome

Gateway
x Center

Special Rodeo Parade, Rodeo and Salute to
the Military Supplement will appear in

Astrozon
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Sky Sox appreciate local Air Force community
By Walt Johnson
CSMNG

Photo by Walt Johnson

In an annual event that never seems to
lose its excitement for the fans, the Colorado
Springs Sky Sox hosted Air Force
Appreciation Night at Security Services Field
May 11.
The Sky Sox treated the near-capacity
crowd, including many servicemembers of
the local military community, to an exciting
come-from-behind victory and a fireworks
display after the game that is always second
to none.
The evening got off to a quick start for
Air Force servicemembers as senior leadership from each of the three local installations took part in the first pitch ceremony.
Brig. Gen. (s) John Hyten, 50th Space Wing
commander, represented Schriever Air Force
Base, Col. Jimmy McMillan, 10th Air Base
Wing commander, represented the Air Force
Academy and Col. Wayne McGee, 21st
Operations Group commander and Col.
Manny Hidalgo, 21st Mission Support Group
commander, represented Peterson AFB.
A huge ovation then went up from the
crowd as former Air Force Falcons coach
Fisher DeBerry was announced. DeBerry
was also on hand to throw out a ceremonial
first pitch.
After the opening ceremonies, members
of the Air Force community sat back to take
in a baseball game that started slow for the
home team, but turned out to be a great
game late as the Sky Sox came from six runs
down to win the game.
Zac Osborn, Lee Shortell and Andrew
Burton, members of the 50th Security
Forces Squadron at Schriever, came to the
stadium for the first time and were not disappointed at the way the game turned out.
Osborn said he felt the city of Colorado

Springs, the Sky Sox and the sponsors of the
event did a wonderful thing for the military
by having this appreciation night.
“I came out tonight to take advantage of
the free tickets and to join in all the fun we
are having,” Osborn said. “The Sky Sox and
the sponsors were great to honor the military and offer us the tickets. I’ve only been
in Colorado for six months so this is the
first game I have been to see.
For Niki Kissiar and group of daisy scouts,
it was not only a chance to see a good baseball game and get recognized by the civilian
community, it was also the culmination of
the group’s days as daisy scouts. The young
ladies got to walk across the bridge signifying their progression from daisy scouts to
brownie scouts in front of the cheering audience before the game.
“We came out to watch the game, the fireworks and to recognize the daisy scouts
tonight,” Kissiar said. “I feel really honored
to be able to serve in the Air Force and to
serve my country. It is always really nice to
know that the community is out here to support us.
“This town is a very heavy military community, but I have been to other places
where I didn’t feel the military was as appreciated as we are here,” Kissiar said. “I feel
really good knowing that what we have
chosen to do (defend the country and serve
in the military) is being recognized.
Kissiar believes a night like this also makes
sure members who are overseas are honored.
“It’s especially good that the families who
have deployed members can be here and
know their servicemember is not forgotten,”
she added. “I definitely feel like we are representing the people who are deployed. In
fact, one of my daisy scout’s dad’s is deployed
overseas right now.”

Peterson’s Brett Fountain, right, and his wife Lisa Fountain joined close to 9,000 people at Security Service Field
for Air Force Appreciation Night festivities.

Game wrap-up
Ryan Spilborghs singled home the go-ahead
run in the eighth inning as host Colorado Springs
overcame a six-run deficit and defeated
Nashville, 8-7, on Friday.
The Sky Sox (18-17) trailed, 7-5, when
Douglas Bernier led off the eighth with a walk
against reliever Jose Capellan (2-2). Jayson Nix
reached second when second baseman Chris
Barnwell misplayed his grounder and Seth Smith
followed with a two-run single up the middle to
tie the score.
Smith advanced when Clint Barmes
grounded out and, one out later, Spilborghs

lined a base hit to right.
Five Colorado Springs relievers combined
on five scoreless frames. Mike Esposito (2-0) allowed a single in the eighth and Ryan Speier
tossed a hitless ninth for his sixth save as Sky
Sox won their fifth straight game.
Edwin Bellorin went 2-for-3 with two runs
scored and an RBI for Colorado Springs.
Jose Macias was 4-for-4 with an RBI for the
Sounds (15-17), while Laynce Nix clubbed a
three-run shot, his first of the season, in the fifth.
Capellan blew his second save and was
charged with three runs -- one earned -- on two
hits and a walk in one inning.
Courtesy of www.skysox.com

Davidson

Technologies Inc.

Davidson Technologies, Inc., (DTI) a developer of
Space Control Battle Management Systems and
Tools for Space Control Integrated Architecture
$VVHVVPHQWLVORRNLQJIRUTXDOL¿HGDSSOLFDQWV
In preparation for the upcoming AFSPC Space Control Contract
procurement in Colorado Springs, Davidson Technologies, Inc., a leader
in systems engineering technology and analysis, is interested in people who
have Space Control expertise in the following areas:
• Planning
• Functional & Enabling Concepts

• Acquisition Planning

• Operational & Technical Requirements

• PPBES
• Logistics

• Information Operations Integration

• Test and Training

• Modeling & Simulation

• Intelligence Support

All respondents should have current or recent experience in these areas
and be a US citizen.
DTI is an experienced contractor in system engineering, analysis,
Systems of Systems Architecture, and operational integration for space
control, missile defense and space systems.

Submit your resume and salary requirements to:
Davidson Technologies, Inc.
ATTN: Human Resources
530 Discovery Drive
Huntsville, AL 35806
Or
Via email to: HR@davidson-tech.com (preferred method)
Applicants selected will be subject to a government security investigation and
PXVWPHHWHOLJLELOLW\UHTXLUHPHQWVIRUDFFHVVWRFODVVL¿HGLQIRUPDWLRQ
Davidson Technologies, Inc. is an equal opportunity employer.
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P e t e r s o n A t h l e t e o f t h e We e k
Name:
Brewster Mott
Position:
Junior Public Address Announcer

A t h l e t e o f t h e We e k
Brewster Mott, the four-year-old son of Air Force member Dave Mott, showed
up at Security Services Field for one of those once-in-a-lifetime moments that stay
with a young man for the rest of his life.
No, this wasn’t Mott’s first baseball game. It would be the first time the
young man would play a pivotal role in the game — Brewster was the junior
public address announcer for the game between the Sky Sox and the
Nashville Sounds Friday night.
Mott announced the home team batters for the fourth inning, and he
handled the duties like he had been doing it for some time.
In a clear and distinct voice, Mott gave notice that there is a young man
who is fully capable of doing public address duties in the future as he skillfully announced the names of the Sky Sox batters.
After his duties were over, Mott and his dad sat down and shared a few
more thoughts on the day and what it meant for him and his family to play
such a key role in the success of Air Force Appreciation Night with the Sky
Sox.
What was it like to be able to do the public address for the game?
BM: It was a good feeling and I enjoyed being able to be the announcer.
I wasn’t that nervous I just let go and I had fun. I’m going to tell all my school
about it and that I had fun. My mom came down with me, and I was glad
to be able to do this for my mom. It was a Mother’s Day present for my mom.
Who is your favorite baseball player and favorite team?
BM: My favorite team is the Rockies. My favorite player is Todd Helton. I
like the way he hits the ball. I have been to Coors Field and I like to go to games
there. I like seeing the ball players when I go to Coors Field with my dad and mom
and brother.
When you grow up, do you want to be a professional baseball player?
BM: When I grow up I want to be a football player for the Air Force Academy
Falcons.
As a father, how proud of your son were you tonight as he performed his duties?
DM: I’m ecstatic that my son had the chance to be the junior public address announcer.
He got a chance to be in the spotlight. They put the spotlight on a little guy, which he is
right now, but he will soon grow up.
Compiled by Walt Johnson

Need room?
Basments are included in every home!

At Journey Homes’ new
Countryside North community, you
can see, touch, and feel your new home.
We don’t expect you to buy off a blueprint.
Walk through ranches, two-story, and
split level homes, all
specifically designed for Colorado.

All 15 home-styles are available for
May move-ins.
Open 10 to 6, Monday through Saturday,
and 12 to 6 on Sunday.
719-482-5287 or 1-800-620-8319

Come tour your finished home.

15 different home styles, with payments designed to fit your basic pay table.

www.JourneyHomes.com

All home prices and offers subject to change without prior notice.

Fort
Carson

È

Grand Opening

Visit
today.

Minutes from
Fort Carson.

