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SAN ANTONIO (AFPN) — Former Chief Master
Sergeant of the Air Force Gary R. Pfingston died of cancer
June 23 in San Antonio.
“Today the Air Force mourns the loss of a great enlisted
leader,” said Chief Master Sergeant of the Air Force Rodney
J. McKinley. “Gary’s life was a shining example of service to
our nation and we will miss him greatly.”
Chief Pfingston was the 10th chief master sergeant of the
Air Force and held this highest Air Force enlisted position
during Desert Storm, the first Gulf War. He served as
CMSAF from August 1990 to October 1994. Gen. Merrill
McPeak was the chief of staff during Chief Pfingston’s tenure.
“Chief Gary Pfingston was an American who always put
his country first, a father who always put his family first, and
a simply great NCO who always put the Air Force first,”
said General McPeak. “I don’t know how he did this, how
he managed to put three things first, seeming to violate the
laws of physics. Maybe he was able to do it because he never
paid any attention to himself, and that made a lot of room
for the things he loved.”
Chief Pfingston was born in Evansville, Ind., on Jan. 2,
1940. He played minor league baseball before enlisting in
the Air Force on February 23, 1962, as an aircraft mechanic.
He attended aircraft mechanics technical school at Amarillo
Air Force Base, Texas, in the summer of 1962 after graduating from Basic Military Training, Lackland AFB, Texas.
He served as a B-52 Stratofortress crew chief at Castle
AFB, Calif., from 1962 to 1968, and then worked on B-52s
and KC-135 Stratotankers at Plattsburgh AFB, N.Y., from
1968 to 1972.
After serving in Thailand at U-Tapao Royal Thai Air Base
for a year between 1972 and 1973, he became a military
training instructor at Lackland AFB in 1973. In 1979, he
became commandant of the Military Training Instructor
School. He became a first sergeant in 1982 and then between 1984 and 1990 he was a senior enlisted adviser at
George AFB, Calif.; Bergstrom AFB, Texas; and Pacific Air
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Chief Pfingston loses fight with cancer

Retired Chief Master Sgt. Gary Pfingston, the 10th chief master sergeant of the Air Force, died of cancer June 23 in San Antonio.
Forces Headquarters, Hickam AFB, Hawaii.
On Aug. 1, 1990, he became the chief master sergeant of
the Air Force. Chief Pfingston’s focus during his tenure was
tackling the Air Force’s drawdown and budget. After basic
allowance for substance issues arose during increased deployments surrounding Gulf War I, he worked to continue

BAS for Airmen living in field conditions and toward increasing Servicemen’s Group Life Insurance amounts.
His toughest challenge was Air Force downsizing. With
a goal of avoiding involuntary separations during the onSee Chief page 14

Free camp will help children of deployed servicemembers
By Corey Dahl
Space Observer

Children of servicemembers about to
deploy will be able to attend a unique day
camp this summer – free of charge.
Character Concepts, a nonprofit foundation run by the Aesir Group, a business education firm, is organizing two four-day
camps for children that will use games,
classes and team-building exercises to teach
values such as respect and responsibility.
The camp is made possible thanks to donations from local businesses and individuals.
Geared toward children with a parent
who is deployed, has deployed recently or is
preparing to deploy soon, the camp is meant
to help children better cope with their
parent’s absence, said George Hart, Aesir
Group chief executive officer.
“When one member of your family is deployed, a lot of things fall on the kid – stress,
extra responsibilities,” he said. “We want to
give them some tools to deal with that both
internally and externally.”
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Lessons in manners and self-discipline
won’t come without a hearty dose of fun,
though, Mr. Hart said. Kids at the camp,
who will range in age from middle school
to early high school, may play laser tag as
teams, teaching the value of community
over self, or they might try bowling blindfolded, requiring their peers to guide them
through the process.
“One of our goals is to make sure the kids
have fun,” he said. ‘We want them to enjoy
being at a day camp but learn while they’re
there.”
The whole program is possible because
of donations from the community. A donor
who wishes to remain anonymous is providing the bulk of the money for the camp,
he said, while others have donated goods
or deeply discounted their services.
Steve Bigari, for example, is allowing the
camp to use Bigg City at a discount for two
days while the Air Force Academy will allow
the camp to use its grounds, free of charge,
for the other two.

Without the donations, the camp would
have cost a little more than $150,000 to run,
Mr. Hart said, at a cost of $375 per child.
“Lots of people have come behind this
and really helped make it happen,” he said.
If the community continues to provide
donations, Mr. Hart said, the camp could
become an annual event. With the National
Military Family Association estimating that
there are roughly 5,000 children of deploying or deployed military members in
Colorado alone, Mr. Hart said he would like
to see the program expand to as many as
eight camps per summer, accommodating
roughly 1,300 kids.
Impossible? He doesn’t think so. A retired Army major, Mr. Hart said he and
many other local military retirees will do
whatever they can to give back to their
former colleagues.
“A lot of us here are former military,” he
said. “When we were active duty, the community did all kinds of things for us, so this
is our way of giving back now.

Airmen on the big screen
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About the camp
Operation Military Kids Character Camps
run July 23 to 26 and July 30 to Aug. 2 from
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., with lunch provided.
The camp is free and open to children entering sixth through 10th grades with a
parent who is deployed, has deployed recently or will deploy soon.
To register, visit www.aesirgroup.com. Click
on the button that says “Character
Programs” and then the link that says
“Middle School” to find an online registration form.
Interested parents can also call 785-4823
to request information and a registration
form by phone.
Organizers would like participants to register
by July 6; camps are limited to 160 children
each.
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Proud to be a Knight
By Col. John Raymond

Col.
John Raymond

21st Space Wing commander

To the men and women of the 21st Space
Wing, please accept my sincere thanks on
behalf of my entire family for your efforts in
supporting our transition back to Peterson Air
Force Base, and most importantly back to the
21st Space Wing – it is great to be here.
A special thanks to Mr. Al Strait and his
team who superbly planned and executed
today’s change of command ceremony. The
dedication and attention to detail you displayed were evident to all who attended and you
should be very proud, as am I.
There isn’t a more important or exciting mission anywhere in the Air Force than our space
superiority mission accomplished here at
Peterson and around the globe at our 16 geographically separated units. Having recently
deployed to Southwest Asia as Central
Command’s Air Force Director of Space
Forces, I saw first hand just how important
space power is to the Global War on Terrorism;

21st Space
Wing
commander
while there I had the privilege of working
alongside 21st Space Wing Airmen deployed to deliver these vital space effects.
Every member of this wing – blue suit,
civilian and contractors – should take pride
in the vital mission you flawlessly execute
each and every day. Our mission set of providing space superiority effects for our
nation, professionally operating Peterson
Air Force Base and our five other installations located around the world, and providing expeditionary Airmen for the Global

War on Terror, is so vital to our nation and our
theater warfighting partners.
These responsibilities cannot be taken
lightly; flawless operations must be our standard…not our goal. As your wing commander, it will be my standard to provide you
an environment that allows us to relentlessly
strive for excellence.
Next week as we celebrate the independence of our great nation, I ask each of you to
take a moment to reflect on the privilege it is
to serve our country and protect our way of life.
Let’s also take a moment to remember the 209
21st Space Wing Airmen currently deployed
in support of the GWOT, and their families
who remain behind awaiting their safe return.
Finally, be safe this weekend. Remember
leadership doesn’t end when you leave your
unit and head home…be a leader, be a
wingman, and, most importantly, be proud of
what you do and the great nation that you so
professionally serve. I look forward to meeting
each and every one of you in the coming weeks.

Peterson Air Force Base - Notable Numbers
The following base agencies listed below
can be contacted locally to resolve issues:
Fire Department (Emergency) 911
Base Operator
556-7321
Action Line
556-7777
Base Exchange
596-7270
Chaplain
556-4442

Civil Engineers
Commissary
Dental Clinic
Fraud, Waste and Abuse
Housing Maintenance
Inspector General
Military/Civilian/Travel Pay
MEO

556-4030
556-7765
556-1333
556-2104
556-4455
556-2104
556-4770
556-7693

Optometry
Air Force OSI
Public Affairs
Safety Office
Security Forces
Services
Transportation
TriCare

556-1065
556-4347
556-5185
556-4392
556-4000
556-4881
556-4307
(888) 874-9378
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By Capt. Jennifer Whitaker
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

PUBLISHER

“Today, we’re at the high water mark when it
comes to integrating space capabilities and
combat effects for the warfighter,” the commander of Air Force Space Command said.
Gen. Kevin P. Chilton delivered these words
during the Space Warfare Symposium sponsored by the Lance P. Sijan Chapter of the Air
Force Association in Keystone, Colo., June 19.
The theme for the symposium was “Space
Situation Awareness and Command and
Control: Keys to Future Global Security in
Space.”
The general shared some upcoming changes
for the command.
“We have integrated our fighter weapons
school graduates across the (air operations centers), across major commands and across combatant commands, and they have made a
positive impact on ... bringing a clearer understanding of the power of air and space integration,” he said.
He said the command is going to shift to
follow the fighter squadron model, integrating
weapons school graduates into the space
squadron, where they become advisors and role
models within the squadron.
“You’re going to need people in the (space
operations squadrons) who think about fighting
their weapons system, because they’re going to
come under attack,” he said. “They need to be
out in front of the vulnerabilities. They need
to be out in front of the threat. They need to be
thinking about what they can do ... and developing tactics, techniques and procedures to
ensure they can fight and continue to deliver the
capability that is needed downrange.”
The general added that while winning a
future war without space is not inconceivable,
one of the great advantages of having space in-

Gen. Kevin P. Chilton, commander of Air Force Space
Command, speaks at the Air Force Association’s Space
Warfare Symposium in Keystone, Colo., June 19.
tegrated into the fight is that we can win wars
without expending as much American blood
as we would without space. Therefore, AFSPC
needs to take steps to preserve its space capabilities and improve its space situational awareness.
“We cannot afford to be surprised,” he said,
pointing out that the American weakness when
Pearl Harbor was bombed during World War
II was not a lack of technology or defenses on
the American ships, but a lack of adequate integrated surveillance and understanding of the

You Save
When You Serve.

air and sea domain. He added that AFSPC is
looking at partnering with other nations to improve space situational awareness.
The general also highlighted the command’s
programs and capabilities that are having an
impact on current military operations.
He focused on the Space Innovation and
Development Center at Schriever AFB, Colo.
Through the “Talon Namath” program, SIDC
space professionals figured out how to give the
new small-diameter bomb the best Global
Positioning System signal possible, making this
precision weapon truly effective.
“We’re talking about people who spend their
time ... trying to think of new and inventive
ways to take the capabilities we bring to the
fight and make them more relevant or more
capable,” he said.
The general said AFSPC is looking beyond its
current space capabilities and constantly trying
to improve the capabilities the command brings
to meet warfighter needs on the battlefield.
“But, it’s not just our systems that are important,” he said. “The bedrock of our organization is our people.”
General Chilton said he has great confidence
in the men and women of Air Force Space
Command accomplishing the mission.
“They know their job, they’re exceptionally
well trained, and they have this warfighter mentality of knowing and understanding how
they’re connected to the front lines in everything they do,” the general said.
“We have a lot to be proud of in Air Force
Space Command,” he said. “A great heritage, a
great history, and as we look back and reflect on
our last 25 years and beyond ... we can be proud
of the work we’ve done in the strategic arena.”
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Kadena Airman donates bone marrow, saves life
By Senior Airman Nestor Cruz
KADENA AIR BASE, Japan (AFPN) — A Kadena Air
Base Airman recently gave someone a second chance at life.
Lt. Col. Joseph Coogan, the 18th Wing Safety chief, recently
flew to Washington, D.C., to donate his bone marrow to a
leukemia patient.
His journey to help others began two years ago at Maxwell
Air Force Base, Ala.
“I gave blood at a blood drive while I was attending Air
Command and Staff College,” Colonel Coogan said. “One
of the questions they asked was if I was willing to have a
sample of my blood analyzed so I can be placed in the
Department of Defense bone marrow registry.”
Colonel Coogan said he agreed, not expecting anything
to come out of it.
Early in 2007, “I got an e-mail (from the registry) saying
I came up as a possible match for a leukemia patient,”
Colonel Coogan said. “I was part of a group of people that
may or may not match well enough to be a donor. In the email, they asked if I was interested in further testing to see

Photo by Senior Airman Jeremy McGuffin

18th Wing Public Affairs

Lt. Col. Joseph Coogan recently donated his bone marrow in an effort to
save someone’s life. While the recipient is unknown, Colonel Coogan
said he is pleased he could help out. Colonel Coogan is assigned to the
18th Wing Safety Office at Kadena Air Base, Japan.
if I was a true match.”
The safety chief underwent a series of tests, answered indepth questions about his medical history and had more
blood drawn for testing. Colonel Coogan was a true match

for the patient.
More tests and questions followed for the officer. The registry staff asked him repeatedly whether he was still willing to
be a donor.
“They gave me many opportunities to back out,” Colonel
Coogan said. “At the same time, they also took every opportunity to remind me of the need for donors like me. I never
felt pressured either way. The registry staff was very upfront with everything.”
After speaking with Lt. Col. Barry Cornish, the 67th Fighter
Squadron commander, about his selection as a possible bone
marrow donor, he found out another pilot had donated bone
marrow about a year ago.
“I talked with the pilot who previously donated bone
marrow and that helped me feel more at ease about donating,” the safety chief said. “Hearing about his experiences, I understood more about what the process was and
that helped put my fears at ease.”
Education also helped Colonel Coogan in his decision to
See Donor page 14

ESOHCAMP assessors teach, learn to improve base safety
By Corey Dahl
Space Observer

PETERSON AFB, Colo. — Teams of
workers here were busy poring over legal
codes, checking out pesticide tanks and
even dumpster diving this month — all in
the name of safety.
Part of Peterson’s ESOHCAMP –
Environmental, Safety and Occupational
Health
Compliance
Assessment
Management Program, the teams of contractors, government employees and servicemembers spent June 18 to 22 making
sure units are in compliance with the laws,
rules and regulations that govern them.
The assessment, which is implemented
by Air Force Space Command every three

years, has two goals – to catch and correct
any violations before an official inspector
does, and to ensure the safety of the base
and its employees.
“We want to make sure the Air Force isn’t
vulnerable to any fines or bad PR,” said Maj.
Pamela Grover, ESOHCAMP’s individual
mobilization augmentee. “But we also want
to make sure we’re taking care of our people
and our property.”
The assessors check for flaws and violations in everything from a unit’s method of
storing chemicals to its recycling program,
Major Grover said, but they’re also there to
look at what’s being done right. Often, the
information the assessors gather is passed on
to other bases and units that have experi-

Visit the Space Observer
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www.csmng.com

2007 IMAGE
Golf Tournament
August 10, 2007
Cheyenne Shadows
Breakfast & Registration – 6:30am
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Judy.Arnold@lmco.com

enced similar problems.
“If we see a program that is working
really well, we ask them, ‘What are you
doing?’ and then we bring that back and
apply it to other programs,” she said. “Or we
might suggest that a program try something another base is using. It’s just a really
good method of exchanging information.”
That’s a message assessor Mary Anderson
tries to pass on to the units she visits.
Mrs. Anderson, an AFSPC employee who
works on Peterson, has been helping with
ESOHCAMPs for nearly 10 years, visiting
bases as far away as Thule. She said the
process often causes units to worry needlessly.
“Some people do think it’s an inspection;

they get a little nervous,” she said. “But none
of us go in like, ‘We’re going to find findings,
and we’re going to penalize you for them.’
We’re here to help people with any problems they might be having.”
And many times, the assessors are the
ones who end up being helped. Doug
Johnson, pest control supervisor for
Embassy Landscaping on base, spent much
of his assessment comparing notes and
giving advice on pest management with
Mrs. Anderson, something she said she can
take back to other bases.
“I’ve given classes to whole battalions
about this,” Mr. Johnson, who has worked
in landscaping for decades, said. “No, I’m
definitely not intimidated. I find it helpful.”
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Soldiers from the United States and Canada test new technologies during the Coalition Warrior Interoperability
Demonstration June 18. CWID provides the military, state and local as well as international partners use CWID
to help ensure the technologies needed during inter-agency operations such as disaster relief go smoothly are
truly useful to the operators who would use them should they be needed.

CWID brings technology, military
together for homeland defense
By Petty Officer 1st Class Joaquin Juatai
NORAD and USNORTHCOM Public Affairs
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Imagine coordinating the response to a
terrorist attack or natural disaster that involves not only local police and fire departments, but federal agencies and military
assistance.
Now imagine the different computer networks, radio frequencies and possibly even
languages that could be involved in that coordination.
Finally, imagine the nightmare of disentangling all the incoming information so
that commanders can make sense of it.
Discovering new technologies to overcome
the challenges of interagency communications, information sharing and coordination
is the purpose of the Coalition Warrior
Interoperability Demonstration 2007
(CWID). CWID is a “fast track” for technologies. To qualify for consideration, each
new technology must be deployable to the
field within 12-18 months.
The annual event gives companies developing emerging technologies the opportunity
to meet with military, federal, state and local
operators and to provide their products for
testing and assessment. Successful technologies could be purchased and put into use by
the military in a very rapid fashion, according
to Chris Lambert, North American Aerospace
Defense Command and U.S. Northern
Command CWID program manager.
“We’re looking at new and emergent command and control information technologies
that will assist not only NORAD and USNORTHCOM, but our federal, state and local
partners in homeland defense,” Lambert said.
Some of those technologies include a
miniature, portable hard drive that plugs
into any computer and connects users to
their home network and their own profiles
on that network. Users can work from any
location, and the computer used to make
the link does not leave any trace of the connection.
Another product provides real-time video
and audio links as well as “chat” — similar
to instant messaging — that allows incident
responders from throughout the nation to
view an event and to discuss and make decisions about a response in real time, rather
than relying on briefers with lengthy slide
shows. This tool is currently used by commanders in Iraq and Afghanistan.
One new technology that could benefit

both civilian and military personnel translates foreign languages to English in real time.
“(The translator software) would be very
valuable,” said Staff Sgt. Daniel Clifton of
the 207th Army Liaison Team. Clifton, who
has served in Iraq, said that lives could be
saved in combat if American troops were
able to receive almost instantaneous translation rather than relying on translators,
which can take up to an hour.
“The more (intelligence) we get, the more
bad guys we can take out and the less casualties we have at the same time,” he said.
The technologies spotlighted by CWID
are also valuable to responders in the United
States, Lambert said.
The Incident Commander Radio Interface
is one example of a recent successful new
technology that was recommended for purchase by CWID. Disaster responders can
merge their different, incompatible radio
systems through this device, so that state,
local, federal and military responders can
communicate with each other.
CWID is an international effort, encompassing not only U.S. agencies, but the governments of several NATO countries,
including Canada, New Zealand and Great
Britain, and several other nations.
“(Coalition partners) all look at these technologies and make sure that we select technologies that are interoperable,” Lambert said.
Each year, the U.S. government publishes
a list of desired technologies and companies
submit their solutions they would like to
demonstrate. CWID organizers then develop an operational scenario to test those
technologies, and personnel and agencies
that would use the products in the field run
the scenario.
After each CWID demonstration, officials
recommend the top 10 technologies for purchase and deployment. This allows coalition
partners (WHAT DOES THIS PHRASE
MEAN?) to put these new technologies to
work much more rapidly than the normal
military purchase process would allow.
CWID 2007 included a simulated hostage
rescue involving USNORTHCOM and the
Colorado Springs Police Department, a simulated terrorist attack in San Diego, terrorist
activities in Seattle, Wash., a simulated nuclear
detonation in North Carolina and several
other simulated incidents which allowed the
interoperability partners to test the technologies and see if they solved specific problems.
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B a s e
Change of command
The 21st Space Wing change of command is 10 a.m. June
28 at the parade field (in case of bad weather, alternate location is base auditorium). Col. Jay G. Santee will relinquish command to Col. John W. Raymond.
Peterson Boulevard will be closed adjacent to the parade
field from 9:20 a.m. until the ceremony is complete. Shuttle
buses are available from Building 1 and The Club to the
parade field. A reception follows at The Club.

Motorcycle rally
Peterson is having a motorcycle rally from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. July 13 at Eagle Park. Activities include motorcycle
vendor and displays, music, a cookout (fundraiser for the
Green Knights booster club from noon to 1:30 p.m.) and a
free motorcycle safety inspection. For information contact Tom
Quinn at 556-6781.

Enlisted Assistance Education Program
Space Top Three offers educational grants to enlisted members. Although the Air Force offers 100% tuition assistance,
the cost of books, lab fees, etc, can become expensive. The
Space Top Three can help defray the additional costs associated with pursuing your degree by awarding three $100
grants, each quarter. If you are assigned to AFSPC, are an
enlisted member in the ranks of E-1 through E-6 (including
E-7 selects), and are currently pursuing an undergraduate
degree, you are eligible to apply.
To apply, complete an EEAP Application form and submit
a copy of your Tuition Assistance forms showing current
course enrollment. The deadline for 2nd Quarter applications is June 29. For information or to get an application,
contact Senior Master Sgt. Suzette Cherry at 554-2599.

Retiree Appreciation Day
The annual Retiree Appreciation Day is 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. July
14 at Peterson AFB. Guest speakers are scheduled from 9 to
10:30 a.m. at the base auditorium and include medical group
commanders from the Air Force Academy, Fort Carson and
Peterson, and the Veterans Administration. The featured
speaker is Congressman Doug Lamborn. Following is a barbecue luncheon from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Eagle Park and

B r i e f s

an information fair at the fitness center.
Parking is available at the base auditorium (near the old BX),
and shuttle buses to and from the auditorium, fitness center
and Eagle Park run from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. For information,
call the retiree office at 556-7153.

Fireworks display
The U.S. Air Force Academy has a fireworks display and
concert starting at 7 p.m. July 4; fireworks begin at 9:20 p.m.
The event is open only to Department of Defense identification cardholders and their guests, who will be able to view
the fireworks from the Cadet Athletic Fields. Pets and coolers
are not allowed, but food and refreshments will be available
from a local vendor. Enter the Academy through the north
gate, at Exit 156-B off of I-25.

Complex are eligible for consideration. For information, visit
www.pikespeaktop3.org/GrantInfo/eegip.html or call Master
Sgt. Mark Smurda at 556-9173.

Half marathon
The 21st Services Squadron is having a half marathon 8:30
a.m. June 30 at the Peterson Fitness and Sports Center. For
information, call 556-4462.

Fitness center Family Day hours
The Fitness and Sports Center is open 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. on
all 21st Space Wing Family Days, Saturdays, Sundays and
holidays. For information, call 556-4462.

Leases due
Marriage seminar
There is a military marriage seminar July 20 and 21 for all
servicemembers at the Woodmen Valley Chapel, 290 E.
Woodmen Rd. Child care is provided. Cost is $10 to $20 depending on rank (includes conference manual, study guide,
meals and refreshments). For information or to register, call
the chapel at 556-4442.

Peterson residents must sign a privatized family housing
lease by July 1. A copy of the lease, pet agreement and tenant
agreement is available at www.peterson.af.mil. For information, call the housing office at 556-7946.

JA hours change

Promotion party

New hours for notary service and powers of attorney are
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through Friday. For emergency
service outside posted hours, call 556-4871.

The monthly Team Pete Induction and Promotion
Recognition Ceremony is 3 p.m. June 29 at the Club Annex.

MOAA meeting

The Catholic young adult group yard sale is 8 a.m. to noon
June 30 at the Base Chapel. All proceeds help pay for the
group’s pilgrimage to represent Peterson at World Youth Day
2008 in Sydney, Australia.

The Military Officers Association of America, Pikes Peak
Chapter, meets at 7 a.m. July 5 at The Club. Guest speaker is
retired Maj. Gen. Bentley Rayburn, chairman of the Veteran
Cemetery Project, who will update the proposed southern
Colorado cemetery. Cost is $8.50, no reservations required.
For information, call (303) 647-0405.

Pikes Peak Top 3 Education Grant

Veterans’ Home Run

Peterson Top Three offer a grant for enlisted members.
Our purpose is to provide supplemental financial assistance
to junior enlisted members in the grades of E-1 through E6, assigned to the Peterson Complex, who are pursuing offduty higher educational goals. All enlisted personnel in the
grades of E-1 through E-6 who are assigned to the Peterson

The 2007 CSC Veterans’ Home Run 5K Run/1K Walk is 7
a.m. July 1 at the Air Force Academy Falcon Stadium. VHR07
is patriotic fun run/walk fund raiser in support of the
Colorado Veterans Resource Coalition’s Crawford House, a
veterans home in Colorado Springs. For information and
entry details, call Jack Anthony at 205-1741.

Yard sale

Here’s to YOUR next
{ rewards }
Ent FREE Value Checking Account
Finally, get rewarded for shopping. Ent’s FREE Value Checking Account with a Visa® Check Card
now rewards you with cash back through Rainbow Rewards for the everyday purchases you
make. Earn up to 20% cash back when you make signature based transactions with your Ent Visa
Check Card at participating Rainbow Rewards merchants, including local merchants and national
online retailers. You can earn extra cash by taking advantage of Members-Only Hot Deals at select
merchants. Plus, a donation will be made to The Home Front Cares, Inc. for every purchase made
with your Ent Visa Check Card at participating Rainbow Rewards businesses. To find out more,
visit Ent.com/RainbowRewards.
Open your Ent FREE Value Checking Account with a Visa Check Card* at one of our 24 convenient
service centers and start earning cash back rewards!

7125-DHA06/07

7

*Credit qualifications apply.
Ent is a community-chartered credit union. Ent is a trade name of Ent Federal Credit Union.
Equal Opportunity Lender • Federally Insured by NCUA • © Ent Federal Credit Union, 2007

Ent.com : : Colorado Springs (719) 574-1100
Pueblo (719) 542-5276 : : Toll-free 800-525-9623
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Some reservists won’t have to repay portion of GI Bill

AROUND THE

AIR FORCE
Officials discuss new U.S. command with African leaders
WASHINGTON (AFPN) — Leaders in five African nations see the U.S. Africa Command,
or AFRICOM, as a constructive approach to making the continent more stable, a senior Defense
Department official said.
A delegation comprising officials from the departments of Defense and State and from
the U.S. Agency for International Development met with leaders from Algeria, Morocco, Libya,
Egypt, Djibouti and the African Union last week to discuss the new unified combatant command the Defense Department is establishing in Africa.
“They saw AFRICOM’s integrated approach as a more constructive way for the Department
of Defense to partner with African organizations and help bring about long-term peace
and security,” said Ryan Henry, principal undersecretary of defense for policy.
Currently, the Defense Department divides responsibility for Africa among three combatant commands: European Command, Pacific Command and Central Command.
AFRICOM will be a three-pronged defense, diplomatic and economic command effort focused solely on the continent, Henry said.

‘One command post’ initiative beneficial to Airmen
HICKAM AIR FORCE BASE, Hawaii (AFPN) —
Wing and tenant unit commanders and command
post leaders Air Force wide were recently directed to
consolidate their command and control operations.
Many Air Force bases have multiple command
posts. The “One CP” initiative will consolidate those
into one facility with a single staff.
While One CP will ultimately yield more efficient
command and control centers, it will also benefit the
Airmen in the Command Post (1C3) career field.
As it stands, air mobility control center, major command, active duty, Reserve, and Air National Guard
controlling duties are all done separately on many
bases. This means some Airmen only experience a
portion of the 1C3 career field’s core competencies
of mission monitoring, emergency and disaster management, emergency actions, and operational reporting at a given assignment.
Under the new organization, most assignments will
allow Airmen to do all the aspects of their job.

WASHINGTON (AFPN) — Some Air Force Reserve Airmen who are no longer able to
participate due to Base Realignment and Closure or Program Budget Decision 720 actions, will
not be required to repay a portion of their Montgomery GI Bill – Selected Reserve entitlement.
Members in their initial six-year enlistment who are unable to find a position in another
Reserve or National Guard component to fulfill their service obligation are commonly
placed in the Individual Ready Reserve. In the past, members who transitioned to the IRR
as a result of BRAC were covered under the Reserve Transition Assistance Program. The RTAP
was not authorized for the current round of BRAC closures.
Title 10 of the United States Code authorizes the Secretary of the Air Force to waive recoupment of education benefits. In April, 2007, the Secretary of the Air Force issued a memorandum delegating authority to the Chief of the Air Force Reserve to waive repayment of
the Montgomery GI Bill for members in the Selected Reserve.
Members unable to participate through no fault of their own who don’t reside within the
100-mile “valid offer” commuting distance of another AF Reserve location, or who reside
within the 100-mile radius, have applied for reassignment, but did not receive a job offer,
may apply for the waiver.

Program seeks to preserve history with playing cards
WASHINGTON (AFPN) — Defense Department officials will issue decks of playing
cards to deployed troops starting July 31, but not for Texas Hold ‘Em tournaments.
The cards are training aids designed to help the servicemembers understand the archaeological significance of their deployed locations.
Each card has a picture of an archeological site, artifact or a brief statement about actions
that should be taken upon discovering an archeological site. They explain what constitutes
an archaeological site and what to watch for before carrying out missions near these sites.
The idea behind the archaeological deck of cards began when a group of Middle Eastern
archaeologists decided to work with the military archaeological community to educate military members about the places they are being deployed.

EOD clears 60+ year-old artillery from civilian home

Staff Sgt. Lynn Brown works at his control
console inside the command post at Hickam
Air Force Base, Hawaii. Sergeant Brown is
an emergency actions controller.

VANDENBERG AIR FORCE BASE, Calif. — Vandenberg's Explosive Ordnance Disposal
flight responded to a call from the Santa Barbara County Sheriff 's office June 15 after a
man reported a 75 mm artillery shell at a residence in Orcutt.
The man, who had the artillery shell in his home, did not know if it was live or not and
wanted to dispose of it, according to the 30th Civil Engineer Squadron EOD flight. He
called the sheriff 's office, who in turn called the closest explosive ordnance disposal organization--the one at Vandenberg.
When EOD arrived at the house, the armor-piercing round was sitting on the driveway.
The disposal team saw no need to wear a protective suit when picking up the shell, they said.
The shell, which was brought back to base for disposal, was marked on its casing as being
made in 1944. It may be detonated as part of training, according to the EOD flight.

Get the preferential treatment
you deserve with Wells Fargo
Worldwide Military Banking.
No matter what your rank is, with our Premium Membership® Checking
Package1 you can receive special benefits and services available only
to the armed forces. It starts with a Wells Fargo® Gold Check Card
with no annual fee. There’s even our dedicated Military Banking
phone line, special loan discounts, free access to online banking and
Bill Pay. Seize your someday SM. Come in to your local branch or visit
www.wellsfargo.com/militaryoffer to find out more today.

Special $50 Bonus2
Open a new Wells Fargo Premium Membership Checking Package with
Direct Deposit by 7/31/07 and receive $50 deposited into your new account.

1Premium Membership Checking Package consists of a checking account plus three additional qualifying accounts or services. A qualifying direct deposit is required, which consists of a salary, pension, social security or other regular
monthly income of $100 or more electronically deposited into your account.
2To qualify for the $50 bonus, you must open a new Wells Fargo Premium Membership checking account or Wells Fargo checking account with a qualifying Direct Deposit. New enlistees/pre-commission customers require a
$25 opening deposit. The Bonus is available with all Wells Fargo checking packages, including noninterest-earning checking accounts. Bonus will be credited to new checking account within 90 days after qualification requirements
are met. See a Wells Fargo banker for complete details.
© 2007 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC.
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It’s the way our homes are built. It’s the way we do business.
AVAILABLE NOW

CREEK TERRACE

CLAREMONT RANCH

WOODMEN HILLS

D
L
O
S
“The Ian Point”
733 Harvest Field Way • $229,750.00
4 Bed, 3 ½ Bath, 2 Car Garage 4 Level Home
Finished Basement, Stucco With Tile Roof
1924 Finished Sq Ft.
Pays 6% Commission.

“The Cape York”
$226,660.00 • 8048 Parsonage Lane
3 Bed 2 1/2 Bath, 2 Car Garage, 2 Story Home;
Formal Living Room, Vaulted Ceilings, Upgraded Tile,
8Q¿QLVKHG%DVHPHQW)LQLVKHG6T)W
Total Sq. Ft. Lot is 4,950 Sq. Ft.!

“The Six Forty Eight”
8918 Oakmont Road • $274,075.00
3 Bed, 2 ½ Bath, 3 Car Garage 2 Story
&RUQHU/RW8Q¿QLVKHG%DVHPHQW
1910 Finished Sq Ft/ 2848 Total

“The Pemberton”
11862 Royal Cty. Down • $287,406.00
5 bedroom, 3 bath, 3 car garage Rancher, Stucco and Rock
Exterior, Fireplace in Great room, 5 piece master bath, A/C,
Sprinkler Stub, Upgraded Tile, Upgraded Carpet and Pad.
Full Finished Basement with Corner Fireplace in Family
Room! 22,989 Sq Ft Lot, 2610 Total Sq Footage of Home

Other Homes Ready for
a Quick Close!

MULE DEER CROSSING

CREEK TERRACE

“The Melbourne”
3977 Reindeer Circle • $249,950.00
3 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths, 2 Car Garage, 2 Story
Sitting Room Off Master With A Loft And Fireplace,
Garage Door Opener, Sprinkler Stub,
Full Basement With Rec Room Finish
1712/2408 Sq Ft

SOLD
“The Ian Point”
3971 Reindeer Circle • $240,250.00
3 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths, 2 Car Garage, 4 Level
Partial Basement With Rec Room Finish
1524/1924 Sq Ft

“The Cape York”
$227,450.00 • 7839 Parsonage Lane
3 Bed, 2 ½ Bath, 2 Car Garage, 2 Story Home;
Partial Garden Level, Formal Living Room,
9DXOWHG&HLOLQJV8Q¿QLVKHG%DVHPHQW
1666 Finished Sq Ft/2476 Total Sq Ft

D
L
O
S
“The Melbourne”
7844 Parsonage Lane • $227,200.00
3 Bed, 2 ½ Bath, 2 Car Garage 2 Story
Sitting Room With Loft Off Masher With Fireplace
1712 Finished Sq Ft/ 2408 Total

PRONGHORN
MEADOWS

“The Brandy Station”
7856 Parsonage Lane • $207,450.00
3 Bed, 2 Bath, 2 Car Garage, 4 Level Home
9DXOWHG&HLOLQJV8Q¿QLVKHG%DVHPHQW
1327 Finished Sq Ft/ 1655 Total

“The Cape York”
$249,950.00 • 3839 Roan Dr.
3 Bed, 2 ½ Bath, 2 Car Garage, 2 Story w/Formal
Living, Upgraded Tile, Partial Finished Bsmt, Walk-Out!
2476 Total Sq. Ft.

Woodmen Hills
11952 Royal County Down Road
495-4267
Woodmen & Meridian

“The Brandy Station”
2311 Springside Drive • $204,950
Attractive 4 Level, 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 2 Car
Garage. FORMER MODEL!!!
Full Yard Landscaping, Sprinkler System, Cnetral
Air. All Appliances Included!

Mule Deer Crossing
3989 Reindeer Circle
570-7232
Marksheffel & N. Carefree

“The Ian Point”
7167 Araia Drive • $229,000.00
3 Bed, 2 ½ Bath, 2 Car Garage, 4 Level Home
Master Bedroom Has Private 5 Piece Master Bath,
Upgraded Tile in Master Bath, Upgraded Carpet Pad
Throughout, Upgraded Tile in Kitchen and Master
1524 Finished Sq Ft/ 1924 Total
“The Meadow Brook”
7215 Araia Drive • $231,100.00
Cozy Affordable Rancher, 4 Bedroom, 3 Bath, 2 Car
Garage, Ranch Style Home. Full Finished Basement,
Fireplace in Family room, 5 piece master bath.
Upgraded Carpet Pad Throughout.
Total Sq. Ft of Home 1,997

MULE DEER
CROSSING
“The Port Royal”
$239,950.00 • 7317 Running Deer Way
4 Bed + Loft, 2 ½ Baths, 2 Car Garage 2 Story,
Upper Level Laundry, Formal Living & Family
5P8Q¿QLVKHG%DVHPHQW6SULQNOHU6WXE
1902 Finished Sq Ft/2536 Sq Ft
“The Cape York”
3965 Reindeer Circle • $259,950.00
3 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths, 2 Car Garage,
2 Story, Full Basement With
Rec Room Finish, Sprinkler Stub.
1666 Finished Sq Ft/ 2476 Total

“The Strasburg”
7239 Araia Drive • $219,550.00
Beautiful Valuted Ceilings, 3 Bedroom, 2 1/2 Bath, 2
Car Garage, Two Story Home. Large Kitchen WIth
Island and Pantry, Fireplace in Family Room, 5 Piece
Master Bath, Upgraded Tile, Second Story Laundry!
1,397 Finished Sq. Ft./Total 1,975

“The Fairfax”
3634 Reindeer Circle • $236,800.00
3 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths,2 Car Garage, 2 Story
8Q¿QLVKHG:DON2XW%DVHPHQW:LWK9LHZV
Sprinkler Stub.
1496/2076 Sq Ft

“The Cape York”
7175 Araia Drive • $235,660.00
3 Beds, 2 1/2 Bath, Nice Open 2 Story Home,
8Q¿QLVKHG%DVHPHQW&DU*DUDJH
Upgraded Tile
1666 Finished Sq. Ft., 2,476 Total

“The Cape York”
3628 Reindeer Circle • $249,950.00
3 bed, 2 ½ bath, 2 car garage, 2 story
)XOO8Q¿QLVKHG%DVHPHQWRQD:DON2XW/RW
Sprinkler Stub.
1666 Finished Sq Ft/2476 Total

“The Port Royal”
7135 Araia Drive • $234,300.00
Beautiful Two Story WIth Loft! 4 Bedroom, 2 1/2
Bath, Upper Level Laundry, Formal Living Room,
Kitchen With Breakfast Bar, Fireplace in Family
Room, 5 Piece Master Bath. Upgraded Carpet Pad
Throughout.
Finished Sq. Ft., 1902/Total 2,464
Available in June

“The Fairfax”
3616 Reindeer Circle • $234,950.00
3 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths, 2 car garage 2 story
)XOO8Q¿QLVKHG%DVHPHQWRQD
Garden Level Lot with Views!
Sprinkler Stub.
1496/2076 Sq Ft

“The Pemberton”
7207 Araia Drive • $260,100.00
5 Beds, 3 Bath, 2 Car Ranch. Eat-in Nook, Vaulted
Ceilings, Upgraded Granite Kitchen Tile, Main
Lvl Laundry, Great Rm w/Fireplace, Full Finished
Basement w/2nd Fireplace, Upgraded Carpet & Pad
Throughout! 8209 sq ft lot; Total sq ft 2610!
“The Freemantle”
$237,770.00 • 7198 Araia Drive
2 Story, 2 Car Garage, 4 Beds, 2 1/2 Baths, Formal
Living & Formal Dining + Family Rm with Gas
Fireplace, 5 Pc Master Bath, Upper Level Laundry,
8Q¿QLVKHG%DVHPHQW/RWLV6T)W
Finished Sq. Ft./2598 Total Sq. Ft.

Creek Terrace
7111 Araia Drive
382-9130
Fountain Mesa & Araia Drive

Home Available
in August
WOODMEN HILLS
“The Trenton II”
12094 RIo Secco Rd. • $308,850.00
Ranch with Stucco/Rock/3-Car Garage, 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, Fireplace with Raised Hearth,
Island in Kitchen, Bay Window in Great Room,
Finished Basement. Lot size 12,052 sq. ft.;
2542 Finished sq. ft. / 2836 Total sq. ft.

Claremont Ranch
2301 Springside Drive
638-9989
Marksheffel & Constitution

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Appliance Package Included in All Our Homes: Refrigerator w/Ice Maker,
Smooth Top Range, Hood & Fan, Dishwasher, Washer & Dryer

With One Of Our Preferred Lenders Builder Pays All Closing Costs
Visit our Show Homes: Monday through Saturday 10 am - 5 pm Sunday 1-5 pm

www.hallmark-homes.com

Your Local Home Builder

Prices
from
the low
$200’s
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Space command lifts Daedalians to new heights
By Capt. Catie Hague
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

Air Force Space Command played a key
role in the success of the Order of the
Daedalians 2007 National Convention,
themed the “Integration of Air and Space
Power,” in Colorado Springs, June 14 to 16.
More than 350 people attended the threeday event, which was filled with activities to
include an airpower symposium, tours of
the Space Innovation and Development
Center and the 50th Space Wing at
Schriever AFB, Colo., as well as a trip to
Peterson’s flightline to get a first-hand look
at the F-22A Raptor and the Predator
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle.
General Kevin P. Chilton, AFSPC commander and Daedalian member, was the
keynote speaker at the convention’s
luncheon, June 16. He emphasized AFSPC’s
rich history of providing combat effects and
how space professionals all over the globe are
active in air and space integration from
planning to execution.
Panel members for Saturday morning’s
airpower symposium were: panel moderator,

“My favorite part was
watching the
interaction between
warriors from the past
and our young space
warriors of today.”
Maj. Gen. Richard Webber,
.AFSPC conference lead and Installations
and Mission Support director
retired Lt. Gen. Wally Moorhead; Lt. Gen.
Douglas Fraser, commander, Alaskan
Command, Alaskan North American
Aerospace Defense Command Region, 11th
Air Force, and former AFSPC Director of
Operations and Space Warfare Center commander; Brig. Gen. Tod Wolters, 325th
Fighter
Wing
commander;
Col.
Christopher Chambliss, commander,
432nd Unmanned Air Systems Wing; Col.

John Hyten, AFSPC Director, Strategic
Plans, Programs, Analysis, Assessment and
former 50th SW commander; and Maj.
Troy Endicott, AFSPC Commander’s
Action Group.
And noted by both retired Lt. Gen.
Richard Brown, Daedalians National president, and retired Maj. Gen. Bud Breckner,
Daedalians convention chairman, AFSPC
did an absolutely outstanding job capturing
the theme of integration of air and space
power. “Without a doubt, it was the best
symposium and conference we’ve ever
had.”
The convention culminated with an
awards banquet, which according to retired
Col. Robert Karre, Daedalus Flyer author,
“crowns the Order’s efforts for the year to encourage patriotism, recognize and promote
safety of flight and overall excellence in aviators and highlight advancement in air and
space power.”
Lt. Gen. Frank Klotz, AFSPC vice commander, represented the Air Force in presenting three of the nine awards – the
Daedalian Weapons System Award to the

Evolved Expendable Launch Vehicle
Team; the Air Force Exceptional Pilot
Award to Capt. Matthew Robins; and the
Major General Benjamin D. Foulois
Memorial Award to Lt. Gen. Michael
Wooley for Air Force Special Operations
Command. (See additional story on award
presentation)
“It was a great honor to host the
Daedalians and show off how we integrate
air and space combat power today,” said
Maj. Gen. Richard Webber, AFSPC conference lead and Installations and Mission
Support director. “My favorite part was
watching the interaction between warriors
from the past and our young space warriors
of today.”
The Order of the Daedalians is America’s
premier fraternal organization of U.S. military pilots promoting leadership in air and
space power. The organization traces its
roots back to Billy Mitchell and the first
pilots to fly in combat during World War I.
For more information about the
Daedalians, visit www.daedalians.org.

Lt. Col. Pete L. Ramirez
USAFR (RET)
Trial Lawyer

Loans for military life.
Now with the security of a bank.

• Accidents • Personal Injury
• Catastrophic Injury
Over 30 Years Experience
Retired Reserve USAF JAG

FREE CONSULTATION

(303) 424-6500

7KH:LOOLDP6WRUPV
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Announcing: Pioneer Services is a division of MidCountry Bank.
Pioneer Services, the leader in military lending for over 20 years, is proud to be
part of MidCountry Bank. This allows us to provide the strength and security of
a bank with the speed and ﬂexibility you need and have come to expect from
us. Using our proprietary Military Scoring Model® that looks beyond traditional
credit scores, we can make unsecured personal loans available to all ranks,
including junior enlisted. You’ll also get lending protections that follow you
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from PCS to PCS.
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Pioneer Services looks forward to offering military families a broad range of
banking services in the future and remains committed to helping you achieve
your ﬁnancial goals.

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination benefit!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!
• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.
referral is
No Primary Care
ply call for
necessary. Sim
an appointment.

2710 S Academy Blvd | Colorado Springs, CO
M-F 0900-1800 S 1000-1400
719.391.1111 | PioneerServices.com

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

598-1392
© 2007. All loan applications subject to our credit policies.
No ofﬁcial US military endorsement is implied. MidCountry Bank is a member FDIC. MC-BR-27-2

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.
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460th Space Wing AFSPC general wins White Trophy
changes command

Photo by Senior Airman LaDonnis Crump

WASHINGTON (AFPN) — The Air Force Association
announced this year’s winner of the Gen. Thomas D. White
USAF Space Trophy this week.
The award, which recognizes “outstanding contribution
to the nation’s progress in aerospace,” goes to Lt. Gen.
Michael A. Hamel, Space and Missile Systems Center commander at Los Angeles Air Force Base, Calif.
Under General Hamel’s leadership, Air Force Space
Command has had 49 successful space launches in a row,
a feat unparalleled in military history. He also played a
major role in the launch of global positioning satellites
and creating a constellation used by people worldwide.
General Hamel’s strategic vision and deep hands-on expertise across all facets of the space enterprise guided the
center to be recognized as the preeminent development and
acquisition center for space in the Department of Defense.
In addition, he oversaw the advance of global missile
warning systems.

Col. Donald “Wayne” McGee Jr., the new 460th Space Wing commander,
addresses Team Buckley, community leaders and guests during the
change of command ceremony. Colonel McGee said he looks forward to
the challenging road ahead for the 460th and Team Buckley.

Col. Wayne McGee
heads up new post
By Staff Sgt. Sanjay Allen
460th Space Wing Public Affairs

BUCKLEY AIR FORCE BASE, Colo. — Team Buckley,
community leaders and guests gathered as the 460th Space
Wing leadership changed during a change of command
ceremony June 12 at Hangar 909 here.
Col. David W. Ziegler passed command of the wing to Col.
Donald “Wayne” McGee Jr. Colonel McGee was previously
the 21st Operations Group commander at Peterson Air
Force Base in Colorado Springs. Colonel Ziegler will retire
after 25 years of service.
Fourteenth Air Force commander, Maj. Gen. William
Shelton, who presided over the ceremony, stated that
Colonel McGee is the perfect fit for Buckley, touting all of
his accomplishments in the Air Force space community.
Colonel McGee said he was excited about his opportunity to lead the wing and shared his vision for the future.
“There are great challenges facing the 460th and Buckley
over the next two years, and as the commander, it’s my goal
to deliver the strongest possible satellite infrared global
surveillance, missile warning and missile defense capability
to protect North America and win our wars abroad,” said
Colonel McGee. “I believe to accomplish this, I’ll need team
work from the entire Buckley community to do three
things: advance our weapon system capabilities, deploy
properly trained warrior Airmen, and enhance our sense
of community.
“I look forward to building the spirit of Team Buckley with
you all,” he said.
General Shelton commended Colonel Ziegler on his accomplishments during his two years as commander of the
460th. Some of the accomplishments include numerous
upgrades and changes to space operations and the addition of military family housing along with eight other major
construction projects to Buckley.
Colonel Ziegler said Buckley was the most profound
team experience in his career. He described the relationship
between the base and the local community, the 77 tenant
units, and all the branches of service that make Team
Buckley.
He related his final words to a military commander from
over 3,000 years ago, where his troops would do anything
for him and he had the highest respect for his troops.
“Thank God for creating such mighty warriors,” he said.
“Thank God they defend this country we call America.”

Achievements must be of the
“highest caliber and reflect the
spirit and intent of this highlevel award.” Previous recipients have included astronauts,
major command commanders,
Secretaries of the Air Force,
and an Air Force Chief of Staff.
General Hamel will receive
a bronze plaque at an award
ceremony at the AFA Air
Force Ball in Beverly Hills,
Calif. The original trophy is
Lt. Gen. Michael A. Hamel,
on display at the Smithsonian
Space
and Missile Systems
Air and Space Museum in
Center
commander
Washington, D.C.
General White, the awards namesake, was the fourth
Air Force chief of staff.
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Movie makers team with military to create realism
By Donna Miles
American Forces Press Service

Photo by Jet Fabara

Lt. Col. David Coppler instructs actor Terrence Howard on the controls of an F-16 Fighting Falcon simulator at
Edwards Air Force Base, Calif., to help prepare Howard for his role in the movie, "Iron Man." Movie director Jon
Favreau and his crew spent three days filming at Edwards AFB. Colonel Coppler is the 772nd Test Squadron
commander.

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Larry A. Simmons

LOS ANGELES (AFPN) — When the
DreamWorks and Paramount Pictures liveaction film “Transformers” opens at movie
houses nationwide July 4, the scenes with
the F-117 Nighthawk, the CV-22 Osprey
and Airmen running across the scene will
look so convincing, viewers will swear the
scene is the real deal.
And they’ll be right.
Much of the action for the film, in which
dueling robots from outer space bring their
battle to Earth, was filmed months ago at
Edwards Air Force Base, Calif., and
Holloman Air Force Base and White Sands
Missile Range in New Mexico. About 300
Airmen and Soldiers whose images will dot
the screen are real servicemembers. And
the action will take place alongside real-life
military aircraft, including the Osprey and
F-22 Raptor, both making their Hollywood
debuts.
Based on the animated 1980s TV series of
the same name, the “Transformers” movie
will showcase the latest in computer-generated imagery – and a level of realism filmmakers say they couldn’t get without
Defense Department support.
The 1927 film “Wings” set the standard
for that cooperation, said Phil Strub, who
heads the department’s film and TV liaison
office at the Pentagon. In that classic silentmovie production, filmmakers used actual

Army aircraft, Soldiers, and real estate to
reenact World War I training and combat
operations.
The result was so authentic that the picture became a big box office hit and the first
movie to win an Oscar for best picture.
The production was a win-win situation,
Mr. Strub said. As Hollywood got realism,
the military got the chance to show the
American public something important about
military people, equipment and missions.
That is the same reason filmmakers keep
asking for military cooperation to this day
and why, in many cases, the Defense
Department supports their requests, Mr.
Strub said.
In another recent example of that cooperation, Edwards Air Force Base hosted
movie director Jon Favreau.
As he spent three days at Edwards filming
“Iron Man,” which Marvel studio hopes will
become its next superhero blockbuster; Mr.
Favreau raved about the realism the base’s
array of aircraft brought to his fantasy story.
“This is the best back lot you could ever
have,” he said. “Every angle you shoot is authentic: desert, dry lake beds, hangars.”
Some of the most popular TV series, including the Fox Broadcasting Company
thriller “24,” tap into this realism, too.
Fans of “24” might remember the scene
when a military honor guard attended
President Palmer’s coffin in the Season 5
finale, or when Jack Bauer frantically

Movie director Michael Bay films an Airman on the set of the movie “Transformers” May 31 at Holloman Air Force
Base, N.M. Several Airmen had the opportunity to fill roles as extras during filming. The movie, scheduled for
release July 4, will feature 300 Airmen and Soldiers alongside military aircraft, including CV-22 Osprey, F-117
Nighthawk and F-22 Raptor.
worked to foil a terrorist plot involving a
nuclear submarine.
Robert Cochran, the program’s cofounder,
said the military support used to create these
and other military-related scenes lends a
tremendous dimension to the program. “It
makes it bigger. It makes it more interesting.
It makes it more real,” he said.
Meanwhile, Cochran said, it underscores
the “high-stakes” theme of the program.
“When you see an F-18 streaking across the
sky and dropping a bomb on an enemy helicopter, that visually tells you this is real,
this is important, this is big stuff,” he said.
Howard Gordon, lead writer for the show,
said he’s often amazed just how far the military will go to support storylines he and
his fellow writers come up with. “I’ll say,
‘There’s no way they are going to do this,
but we will negotiate a way to do something
like it, but much more modestly’,” he said.
“Then, they come back with a ‘yes.’“
But before giving that “yes,” officials from
the Pentagon and the military services portrayed get a chance to review the script, Mr.
Strub said. They negotiate to increase the realism and historical accuracy of the military
scenes, recognizing the leeway needed for
artistic license. Sometimes they require script
changes as a condition of providing support.
Whether they provide support, and how
much, depends largely on what is needed
in the production and how available it is in
light of real-world requirements, Mr. Strub
said. Movie and TV producers reimburse
the government for the cost of supporting
a production. One of the biggest costs comes

from reimbursing squadrons for flight operations specifically for a movie production,
as in the movies “Top Gun” and “Black
Hawk Down.”
The DoD’s support for a production boils
down to something less tangible than hardware: how the production portrays the military and the men and women in uniform,
said Mr. Strub.
When reviewing a script, Mr. Strub said,
he tries to put himself in the place of a servicemember who would see the movie. “I try
to imagine myself sitting in a theater or the
big screen, and how it makes me feel seeing
how I’m being portrayed,” he said.
Air Force Capt. Christian Hodge, who
has served as the Defense Department’s
project officer on both “Transformers” and
“Iron Man,” said military people typically
enjoy seeing their services on screen. “It’s
good for morale,” he said.
Hodge said there’s no way to measure the
true impact Hollywood productions have
on recruiting. But he said it’s hard to dismiss the message a big-screen production
like “Iron Man” sends.
“This movie is going to be fantastic,” he
said. “The Air Force is going to come off
looking like rock stars.”
Mr. Strub said he hopes audiences
viewing these programs see past the action
and high-tech hardware to fundamentals
that make the military stand apart from
much of society. “We’re talking about selfsacrifice, duty and commitment to something beyond oneself,” he said. “These are
values that we hope come through.”

Don’t throw away
your bulbs...
RECYCLE them!
Bulbs Plus and Colorado Springs Utilities
KDYHEHFRPH(QHUJ\(I¿FLHQF\3DUWQHUV
+2IIHYHU\QHZFRPSDFWÀXRUHVFHQWEXOE
+5HF\FOHROGÀXRUHVFHQWEXOEV
+/HDUQDERXWRWKHUHQHUJ\HI¿FLHQWSURGXFWV
Don’t stay in the dark!

Call us for details on federal and state regulations governing disposal of universal waste

BULBS
PLUS,
INC
Phone (719) 632-2670 • 2217-B E. Platte Avenue


 :(+$9(DKLJKO\TXDOL¿HGVWDIIRIIRXUGHQWLVWVDQGWKUHHK\JLHQLVWV
 :($&&(37UHWLUHG DFWLYHGXW\PLOLWDU\LQVXUDQFH
 :($5(FRQYHQLHQWO\ORFDWHGQHDU)W&DUVRQ6FKULHYHU$)%DQG
3HWHUVRQ$)%±MXVWDFURVVWKHVWUHHWIURPWKH)RXQWDLQ6DIHZD\
 :(:$1772%(WKH'HQWDO&HQWHUIRU$//\RXUIDPLO\¶VGHQWDOFDUH
IURP\RXUFKLOGUHQWR\RXUJUDQGSDUHQWV

.FTB3JEHF1BSLXBZr'PVOUBJO $0
XXXNFTBSJEHFEFOUBMDPN

14

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, June 28, 2007

Donor: Another shot at life

U.S. Air Force photo

From page 5

Retired Chief Master Sgt. Gary Pfingston (left), the 10th chief master sergeant of the Air Force, is shown at a
recent Senior NCO Academy graduation at Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala. Chief Pfingston died of cancer June
23 in San Antonio.

Chief: Valued leadership
From page 1
going force drawdown, he worked to get the
Voluntary Separation Incentive and Special
Separation Bonus programs established.
General McPeak described Chief
Pfingston as an aircraft maintainer first, and
believes his early days as a crew chief were
instrumental in shaping his leadership style.
“He didn’t just fix it when it broke,” said
General McPeak. “He kept things from
breaking, the whole idea of preventive maintenance. During the early 1990’s, in the long
post-Cold War drawdown, he helped keep
the enlisted force from breaking. In fact,
with his leadership, the Air Force may have
gotten smaller, but it also got better, and
became a tougher, sharper instrument for
protecting the country,” said the general.
“That’s why I think of him first as a masterful crew chief, then as a magnificent chief
master sergeant of the Air Force.”
Chief Pfingston’s idea to provide career
paths and milestones in line with the officer
career model led to the Career Field
Education and Training Plan, three-level
and seven-level technical schools for all
career fields and mandatory in-residence

professional military education schools. He
also was involved in opening up additional
Air Force jobs to women and the introduction of new senior NCO stripes.
After retiring on Oct. 25, 1994, Chief
Pfingston remained active in Air Force life.
He attended and spoke at Air Force Senior
NCO Academy graduations and participated in academy Former CMSAF panels
that discussed issues about the past,
present and future of the enlisted force.
He also spoke at PME schools throughout
the Air Force.
After retirement, Chief Pfingston lived in
San Antonio with his wife Marsha. He
worked as the director of golf services at a
local country club.
Throughout his career, Chief Pfingston
believed in the value of good leadership.
“You manage things and you lead people,”
he said in a 2006 Air Force News Service
interview. “You do that by being up front,
honest, sincere and visible. I’ve always felt
strongly that you can’t ask somebody to do
something that either you won’t do, or that
you haven’t done someplace along the line
before. It’s not ‘do as I say, not as I do’ — it
just doesn’t work that way.”

donate. The colonel received a packet of information that answered many questions
about bone marrow, the donation process
and the risks involved.
According to the National Marrow
Donor Program (NMDP) Web site, a bone
marrow transplant may offer the best
chance for a long-term remission for some
leukemia patients. A transplant is a strong
treatment with risks of serious side effects,
so it is not used for all patients. A transplant
is used when chemotherapy alone is unlikely to provide a long-term remission.
Leukemia symptoms vary depending on
type. If left untreated, patients can suffer
from fever, frequent infections, anemia,
feeling tired or weak, shortness of breath,
looking pale, easily bleeding or bruising,
tiny red spots under the skin called petechiae, pain in the bones or joints, and
severe weight loss.
“Bone marrow transplant is the very last
option for a patient,” said David Means, the
DOD Marrow Donor Program workup supervisor. “In general, a bone marrow transplant is only considered after all courses of
therapy have been exhausted. This typically
means that the patient has a zero percent
chance of survival without a transplant.”
Colonel Coogan decided to donate and
traveled to Washington, D.C., on Memorial
Day. He was taken to Georgetown
University Hospital for further testing and
another blood sample. Again, he was asked
if he was sure about donating.
“There was a certain point where they
asked if I was really willing to donate because for the recipient, they only let him
know within two weeks or so of the procedure that there’s a donor out there,”
Colonel Coogan said. “They don’t want
the recipient to go through an emotional
roller coaster by getting his hopes up.”
When the colonel made his final decision to donate, the hospital staff prepared

the patient by starting chemotherapy a
week prior to the operation.
Operation day arrived and Colonel
Coogan was told the procedure would last
about an hour. He was under local anesthetic while doctors made an incision in his
lower back to draw out the bone marrow
from his pelvic bone. Colonel Coogan
woke up in recovery about two hours after
the operation.
“I was told the standard procedure was
to have a courier standing by, ready to take
my bone marrow to the recipient,” Colonel
Coogan said. “The entire donation was totally anonymous. The recipient could have
been in the next room or in a different
country and I didn’t know.”
The safety chief is back on Kadena AB
and recovering quickly.
“I’m still a little stiff, but I’m feeling
much better now and getting better every
day,” he said. “In fact, I just came from the
flight doc’s office and was taken off of
(duty not including flying) status.”
According to the NMDP site, marrow
donors can expect to feel some soreness in
their lower back for a few days or longer.
Donors have reported feeling tired and
having some difficulty walking. Most
donors are back to their usual routine in a
few days, but some may take two to three
weeks before they feel completely recovered.
The site also notes that a donor’s marrow
is replaced within four to six weeks.
Colonel Coogan said he hopes others
will help those in need.
“It’s a great opportunity to help somebody,” he said. “I would hope if I was in that
position (needing a donation), somebody
would step up and say, ‘Sure I’ll endure a
week of pain so you get another shot at life.’
“People should take the opportunity to
give blood and if given the opportunity to
enter the bone marrow registry, they
should do it,” Colonel Coogan said. “It’s
worth it. There are people out there who
need people to match with them.”
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Reservist’s 8-year-old daughter saves drowning toddler
By Tech. Sgt. Sherri Bohannon
917th Wing Public Affairs

BARKSDALE AIR FORCE BASE, La. (AFPN) — It was
a fun-filled day among friends recently on Lake Ouachita,
Ark., that nearly turned tragic if it wasn’t for the courageous, extraordinarily quick thinking of an Air Force reservist’ 8-year-old daughter.
Sarah Ellingwood, daughter of Senior Master Sgt. Darren
Ellingwood from the 917th Wing at Barksdale Air Force
Base, pulled a fellow camper’s toddler son out of the water
without hesitation and saved him from drowning.
“I was right in front of the water, and I put on my life
jacket and went in the water,” Sarah said. “He (the toddler)
came back up, and then he went back down. At first, I
thought he was one of the bigger kids. But something told
me to go closer to see what it was.”
When she got closer, Sarah said she realized “it” was small
“like a baby,” so she picked it up. The panicked toddler
named Avery was hollering, “Daddy” as Sarah carried him
against her side safely to shore to his father.
It only took her about 30 seconds to rush to his safety, and
about another 10 to scoop him up and bring him back in.
What is unknown is how long Avery, the struggling toddler, had been in the water before Sarah noticed him.
Avery’s father, a captain stationed at Wright-Patterson
AFB, Ohio, and who wishes to remain anonymous, said the
toddler had been in the water earlier for some time, and
had returned to his father shivering. After warming up in
his dad’s lap for just a few minutes, he got up.
THE VILLAGE SEVEN
SANCTUARY CHOIR AND ORCHESTRA

GOD COUNTRY
CELEBRATION
Recognizing God’s Providence, Provision
and Protection for Our Nation

“The next thing I knew, I looked over and saw Sarah
holding my son in the water a little ways out from the back
of the boat, and he didn’t have his life jacket on,” Avery’s
father said. “He was a little shook up and was still coughing
up a little bit of water when I got him.”
The toddler’s father said he’s sure Avery may have drowned
if “Sarah hadn’t been there and had the sense to help him.”
“I think this is an excellent example of how easily a child
could drown in just a few moments, even with several responsible adults present,” he said.
Amazingly enough, Sarah doesn’t claim to be a good
swimmer.
“My grandpa tried to teach me,” she said.
“She does better than she claims to do,” Sergeant
Ellingwood said. “She can dog paddle pretty good. She is just
a big-hearted kid who normally does the right thing. It was
pure instinct (for her) and the desire to help someone in
need.”
“I cannot express how proud I am of her (Sarah) and the
fact that another parent did not have to go through the pain
of losing a child,” Sergeant Ellingwood said. “The little boy
(Avery) has a chance to grow up and enjoy life because of
Sarah’s selflessness.”
(Air Force Reserve Command News Service)
Sarah Ellingwood poses with her catch of the day. She recently saved a
toddler from drowning in Lake Ouachita, Ark. Sarah is the daughter of Senior
Master Sgt. Darren Ellingwood of the 93rd Intelligence Flight from
Barksdale Air Force Base, La.
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Attention Military

At your service
The 21st Services Squadron
offers some of the finest
recreational opportunities
and the greatest value in

Searching for a
way to get
ahead? Look
no further.

leisure activities.

You can get college credit for your
Military training and experience.

The 21st Services Squadron
Web site is a gateway to fun
and an incredible array of
quality services.

Whether you are Permanent or
TDY Military, you and your
dependents qualify for in-state tuition

Financial Aid Available!
ENROLL TODAY! Fall classes begin August 20

Find out more online at

ppcc.edu/military

July 1 • 6:00pm
With Recognition of Those Who Serve
In Our Armed Forces Past and Present
and as First Responders
Followed by Watermelon on the Grounds

Village Seven Presbyterian Church
4050 Nonchalant Circle South • Colorado Springs, 80917
719.574.6700 • www.v7pc.org

www.21svs.com

PPCC Military Programs 502-4100

Discipline for Body and Spirit
YOUR LIFE. YOUR FUTURE. YOUR FSB.
Farmers State Bank has great offers just
for Graduating Seniors:
Budding Millionaire
checking account*

ATM/Debit Card

24-Hour Internet Banking

FSB Credit Card

*Certain restrictions may apply.
For more information please contact
any of our FSB branches.

Calhan: 458 Colorado Avenue—719 347-2727
Ellicott: 445 N. Ellicott Highway—719 683-3999
Falcon: 7025 Meridian Road—719 495-3650
or online 24/7 at: www.YOURFSB.com

Discipline is holding yourself
to a higher standard. The things
that are just good enough aren’t
good enough for you. Jesus
Christ calls you to rise above,
living a new life—committed to
Him. We want to help!

SUNDAY
Bible Classes at 9am  Worship at 10am & 6pm
WEDNESDAY
Bible Classes at 7pm
Sound, Conservative Bible Teaching  A Cappella Music

1402 W. Pikes Peak Ave
A block north of Colorado Ave at 14th and Pikes Peak, west of downtown

(719) 634-6138  http://www.PikesPeakChurchOfChrist.org
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Engineers looking for second consecutive title
By Walt Johnson
CSMNG

Photo by Walt Johnson

Ask any competitive athlete how they
would like to go into a season and nearly
all of them would say that they wanted to
come in on the team that beats the defending champions.
The 21st Civil Engineers know about
coming into a season as defending champions having won the base intramural softball championship last year. All indications
are they will be in great shape to repeat the
feat this year.
The Engineers bring a talented team to
the field each night they play. They have a
number of talented players that can beat
you in so many ways.
The Space and Missile Defense
Command team learned that June 20 when
it lost to the Engineers by double figures allowing the Engineers to continue their winning ways. The Engineers used power early
and timely hitting late in the game to earn
its victory and secure its place as one of the
top teams on base.
Engineer coach Craig Thompson downplayed his team’s dominate performance
after the game saying that Engineers are just
one of the teams that could play for this
year’s title but there was no getting around
the fact that the Engineers have successfully
reloaded its team after losing a couple of
key players from last year.
In fact, the Engineers may eventually be
better than last year because of an infusion
of youth and talent the team didn’t have
last year. Thompson said at the beginning
of the year that team wanted to concentrate on filling the holes it had and so far
so good.

“We won the base championship last year
but we have lost a few key players from that
team. We knew we would have to replace
some key contributors from last year.
Initially we felt that as long as we put athletes with speed and ability out there we
would be all right and we have been able to
do that,” Thompson said.
Thompson said it is quite an experience
for his team to show up at the field
knowing that teams are going to target
them because they are the champions. He
said his players don’t look at that as a
burden but rather use it as a means to get
themselves ready to play each day. He said
all of his guys are athletes and competitors, so nothing changes for them as far as
the desire to come back and play and win.
He said everyone on the CE team wants to
win no matter whether it’s tidily winks or
softball.
“The best thing I can say about this year’s
team is that we have good camaraderie and
we like playing with each other,” Thompson
said. “We all grew up playing this game and
one of the things we like about coming here
is that we can still have fun like we did when
we grew up. We have a few guys that can
hit the ball out of the field but for the most
part our team has a lot of people that can
place the ball and get base hits.
“Base hits wins game so we like that our
team can do that well. Anytime you are the
champion you have a target on your back.
Everybody on base knows that we won last
year and they want to beat you,” Thompson
said. “One thing we know though is if we
can stay healthy and get back into the playoffs we have a very good shot at winning
again.”

A Civil Engineer player drives a pitch to right centerfield during intramural league action against the Space and
Missile Defense Command team June 20.

Good vision at a great value isn’t
hard to find at TLC Laser Eye
Centers®. We’re pleased to offer

$500 OFF Custom
Bladeless LASIK
for all active, reserve, and
retired military, their
spouses and dependents!
*$38 per month per eye based on financed amount of $3490 bilateral Custom Bladeless LASIK, 60 months, 9.99%
APR. No down payment required. Subject to credit approval. Savings of $500 also based on bilateral Custom
Bladeless LASIK. Procedure must be performed at TLC Colorado Springs. Visit www.tlcvision.com/financing.asp
for complete details.

MAKE IT A PERFECT GETAWAY AT 20% OFF.
Hyatt Regency Denver would like to thank and recognize the contributions of our Military
Personnel and their families with a discounted overnight stay. Now through February 2008,
with the Mile High Military Promotion, guests will receive 20% off the Government Per Diem
Rate, 20% off food in Altitude and Strata and discounted self-parking with a valid military ID.
Take a weekend to get away and relax with the family or enjoy a night on the town. Whatever
you are looking for in a destination, Hyatt Regency Denver is here to welcome you to enjoy
all the Mile High City has to offer. Feel the Hyatt Touch.® For reservations, please visit
denverregency.hyatt.com and specify offer code MILEM.

Call for your

FREE
Consultation
or book online.

888.TLC.2020
www.LASIK.com

Offer valid 6/22/07 to 2/29/08 at Hyatt Regency Denver Convention Center. All hotel reservations are subject to availability and must be made in advance. Offer is not valid with groups/
conventions and may not be combined with other promotional offers. Guest must request MILEM offer code at time of booking and check-in. Guest must present valid military ID upon check-in.
Rate shown is per room, per night, based on double occupancy. Food and beverage discount is valid for Strata Bar and Altitude; not valid for room service or alcoholic beverages. Discounted
parking rate is $10 per night. No refunds for any unused portion of package. Promotional blackout periods may apply due to seasonal periods or special events, and normal arrival/departure
restrictions apply. Hyatt reserves the right to alter or withdraw this program at any time without notice. HYATT and Hyatt Regency® names, designs and related marks are trademarks of Hyatt
Corporation. ©2007 Hyatt Corporation. All rights reserved.
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P e t e r s o n A t h l e t e o f t h e We e k
Name:
Craig Thompson
Sport:
Softball

A t h l e t e o f t h e We e k
Craig Thompson became one of the newest members of the Peterson Wall of Fame during Peterson Sports
and Field Day activities June 16.
Thompson earned his position in the Wall of Fame by being a member of the Air Force softball
team and contributing to the intramural program at Peterson by representing his unit in
sports activities.
How long have you been involved with sports?
CT: For as long as I can remember, I have been picking up a ball and throwing it.
From the time I was five I played organized sports, from T-ball when I was young
to baseball when I was in high school. Growing up I also played football and wrestled a little bit.
What is your favorite personal sports moment?
CT: I would have to say last season when I played with the Air Force softball team.
We won every tournament we played in or finished second. We also won the world
title for Peterson and I won a gold medal.
What is the most memorable thing that has happened to you in sports?
CT: The most memorable thing that has happened to me was my teammate on
the Air Force team, Steve Marquez, was killed in an automobile accident at the
beginning of the season. His family was there in Mexico to witness us winning the
tournament. I was awarded the MVP. It was a very emotional moment that brought
back a lot of memories to see his family there with us. We all shared in hugs and tears
after the tournament. It was a pretty memorable moment.
Who did you admire in the world of sports as you grew up?
CT: As a kid growing up in San Diego I always rooted for Tony Gwynn. He was one of
my favorite players and watching him as a kid was awesome. Now that he is going into the
Hall of Fame this year, it is special for me to see someone I followed as I grew up get that type
of honor. I would like to talk with to Tony Gwynn about how much of a film studier he was. I would
be curious to know just how much the film study made him better.
Why are Air Force sports important?
CT: Air Force sports are a release and an opportunity for you to do what you did as a kid and that
is to go out and think about playing the game. It’s also a way to have camaraderie that you can’t get
anywhere else
What would you change about sports today?
CT: I would change the pay scale and the attitude of the professional athletes. The athletes seem to have
a sense of entitlements to me. Nobody is better than anyone and just because I’m on the wall of fame
doesn’t make me better than anyone else.
Compiled by Walt Johnson

Colorado Springs

It’s been called the Grandest
Mile of Scenery in Colorado.
It’s Seven Falls. Home to hiking,
self-guided audio tours, wildlife viewing,
an in-mountain elevator
and a must-see computerized
night lighting system.
Summer Hours:
8:30 a.m. – 10:30 p.m.
We support our troops.
For more information call 719-632-0765 today.
Take I-25 to exit 138,
head west and follow the signs.

New Classes Forming NOW!
SG625

www.sevenfalls.com
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Next Generation Control
For a Modernized GPS

GPS OCX. For four decades, Northrop Grumman has partnered with the U.S. Air Force,
developing and delivering mission-critical space and ground systems. For GPS OCX, we bring
the experience, commitment, and innovation to take this partnership to the next level.
Northrop Grumman — the right partner for the next generation control of a modernized GPS.
www.northropgrumman.com

