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West Gate closes for construction July 30
By Corey Dahl

Photo by Steve Brady

Space Observer

Drivers accustomed to using Peterson’s
West Gate will have to find an alternate
route in the coming weeks.
Starting July 30, the West Gate will be
closed for construction until early
November. Drivers will be re-routed to
Peterson’s North and East gates, which will
both extend their service hours to help accommodate the extra traffic.
The closure is the last step in a massive
$12.7 million renovation project the gate
has been undergoing for several months.
With traffic halted, workers will be able to
complete a new bridge and visitor’s center
and add better force protection measures
at the West Gate, which is slated to become
the base’s main gate when it reopens.
“Total closure, although there’s some inconvenience in the beginning, is going to
be much better in the long term,” said Dave
Clapp, deputy base engineer with the 21st
Civil Engineer Squadron. “There’s going to
be much better access, much better flow
and in a lot less time.”

Work continues at the West Gate. Starting July 30, the West Gate will be closed for construction until early November. Drivers will need to enter through either the North
or East gates; the North gate will be open 24 hours a day during the construction.
The base had originally scheduled a partial closure for the project, Mr. Clapp said,
leaving open one lane each way throughout
the project. But after speaking with construction crews, officials decided to go with

a total closure, which will allow the work
to finish before winter weather sets in.
“With partial closure, we would have had
paving work going on through November,
and, if cold temperatures came earlier, the

closure would have lasted until spring,” Mr.
Clapp said. “We didn’t want to take that
risk.”
See Gate page 11

New pharmacy is larger, more convenient Peterson commissary
By Corey Dahl
Space Observer

The staff at Peterson’s commissary pharmacy have said goodbye
to the “closet” they currently call
home.

On July 23, they moved into
their updated space at the new base
exchange and commissary shopping complex at Pete East. The
brand-new facility features five
service windows, including a lower

one for handicapped patrons, as well
as some much needed space.
“There’s just no comparing the two
spots,” said Maj. Candice Lagasse of the
21st Medical Group. “Where we were
before was like a closet, and this, it’s
just hundreds of times bigger.”
It’s also many times more convenient. At the pharmacy’s old home, the
line often backed up into the commissary’s freezer section, turning waiting
customers into popsicles. Now, customers can spend their wait in the food
court or shopping.
“It’s all in one place,” Major Lagasse
said. “They can drop off their prescriptions and then just walk down the hall
and get their commissary and BX
shopping done. By the time they get
back, it’ll be ready for them.”
The bigger location will also allow
the commissary pharmacy to fill new
prescriptions now, instead of just offering refills. Servicemembers, their

Photo by Corey Dahl

See Pharmacy page 12

Tech. Sgt. Michael Suarez, 21st Medical Group, adjusts shelving at the new pharmacy at
Pete East. The new pharmacy, which opens July 23, has five service windows and is much
larger than the pharmacy at the old commissary.
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Peterson’s new commissary
pharmacy will be open 7:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m., Monday through
Friday for full service, and 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m., Saturday for prescription pick-up only.

opens Aug. 3
By Nancy O’Nell
Defense Commissary Agency

McCLELLAN, Calif. – Big and colorful with a massive selection of products is how store director Bobby Mings describes the new commissary at Peterson Air Force Base,
scheduled to open Aug. 3.
“The store is jam-packed with new features and products
like fresh sushi and hot rotisserie chicken,” Mings said. “We’ve
set our sights on winning the endorsement of every shopper
who comes in the store.”
New technology is scattered throughout the commissary
to enhance the shopping experience. A kiosk located at the
entrance allows shoppers to place a deli order when they
first enter the store. The order is filled while they shop and
is ready for them at the deli before they checkout. Health
kiosks located in the produce, meat, and health and wellness departments answer nutrition questions and offer recipe
suggestions.
Shoppers in a hurry can choose from a bank of four selfcheckout registers on each side of the front end. The additional registers will help speed shoppers through the checkout
process, Mr. Mings said.
The store’s overall focus is decidedly on health and wellness. “Health-minded shoppers want products that enhance
their healthy lifestyle,” said Patrick Nixon, DeCA director
and chief executive officer. “And we can think of no population that deserves or requires healthy choices more than our
military community.”
The first department shoppers will encounter when they
step into the store is produce, with an abundant variety of
the freshest fruits and vegetables, including a generous selection of organics.
The nearby fresh fish department is stocked several times
See Commissary page 12
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Deploying Warrior Airmen
Commentary by Col. Jay Raymond
21st Space Wing commander

One of the key missions of the 21st Space
Wing is to deploy Warrior Airmen. In fact,
there are currently 230 members from the wing
and more than 300 members from Peterson
deployed in support of Operations Iraqi
Freedom and Enduring Freedom.
Prior to assuming command of the 21st Space
Wing, while deployed in the CENTCOM Area
of Responsibility, I had the privilege of serving
alongside many of these men and women and
can attest first hand to their monumental contributions in fulfilling the wing’s mission.
However, it is important to understand that
every member of the 21st Space Wing must be
prepared to deploy in support of our nation’s defense. To this end, my expectation is that every
member of the 21st Space Wing understands the
Air Force’s overarching deployment concept as
well as the inherent individual responsibilities
that come with being deployment ready.
Since October 1999, the Air Force has executed a deployment battle rhythm in the form
of the Air and Space Expeditionary Force concept. This concept was, and still is, designed to
deliver a versatile mix of Air and Space power
to the right place, at the right time, to support
a combatant commander’s mission needs. This
tailored approach to meeting the needs of the
warfighter has consistently delivered the range,
speed, flexibility and precision necessary while
also providing our Airmen with as much stability as possible.
So what does this mean to members of the
21st Space Wing? Warrior Airmen must have

Col.
Jay Raymond
21st Space
Wing
commander
an appreciation for the inherent responsibilities that make an individual “deployment ready.”
Knowing the answer to the following
questions is just a starting point: What AEF
bucket are you assigned to? When are you
eligible to deploy? What actions are necessary to get ready for deployment? Are you
up to date on your immunizations, PHAs,
dental appointments and gas mask inserts?
Moreover, ensuring you maintain a high
level of physical fitness and ensuring your
loved ones are taken care of in your absence are vital as well.
This is not an all-inclusive list by any
means. My goal is to deploy Warrior
Airmen that are highly trained, properly
equipped, and well prepared to meet the
demanding requirements of their deployment, and then shake their hand at the airport when they return home safely.
Another key aspect is the Air Force priority of taking care of the families that
remain at home. This wing is committed
to providing exceptional care for your families while you are deployed. Not only

should supervisors remain in contact with
their deployed members, they should also
check in with their families and make sure
they are being taken care of. As part of this, I
encourage the families of deployed members
to attend the monthly Deployed Families
Dinner held at the Base Chapel, in which the
wing provides a free dinner, entertainment
for the children and some great prizes.
Also, on Aug. 1, all Peterson deployed families are invited to attend a special tour of the
new Peterson commissary, which opens to
the general public Aug. 3.
I challenge every individual, supervisor,
and commander to become actively engaged
in giving our Airmen and their families every
possible advantage before and after they
deploy – our nation not only counts on this
but demands it.

21st Space Wing Mission
and Vision
Our Mission
Conduct world class space superiority operations and provide
unsurpassed installation support
and protection while deploying
Warrior Airmen.
Our Vision
Strength and Preparedness to
Save the Nation.

4

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, July 26, 2007

Retirees gather to learn about healthcare
Lon P. Matejczyk
Lon.Matejczyk@csbj.com

EDITORIAL
Editor
Mike Boyd
Mike.Boyd@csbj.com

Sports Reporter
Walt Johnson
Walt.Johnson@csmng.com

Entertainment Reporter
Nel Lampe
Nel.Lampe@csmng.com

ADVERTISING
Advertising Director/GM
Tex Stuart
Tex.Stuart@csmng.com

Tammy Fogall
Tammy.Fogall@csmng.com

Kathleen Gannon
Kathleen.Gannon@csmng.com

Tabitha Kidd
Tabitha.Kidd@csmng.com

Linda Stuart
Linda.Stuart@csmng.com

Classified Ad Manager
Emily Frazee
Emily.Frazee@csbj.com

ART DEPARTMENT
Art Director
Rowdy Tompkins
Rowdy.Tompkins@csbj.com

Area medical commanders addressed installation changes at the event
By Corey Dahl
Space Observer

Peterson welcomed dozens of former
Airmen, Soldiers and Sailors July 14 for the
base’s Retiree Appreciation Day.
Retired servicemembers spent the day attending an information fair showcasing civilian
and military programs for seniors, followed by
a free catered luncheon in Eagle Park. But most
of the attendees were interested in the day’s
healthcare presentation, which featured presentations by the medical commanders from
Peterson, Fort Carson and the Air Force
Academy.
Speaking at the base auditorium, the commanders addressed developments at each of
their installations and later held a question and
answer session with the retirees. Many in attendance were concerned about rumors of loss
of healthcare coverage, something the commanders said won’t likely happen in the near
future.
Though Peterson and the Air Force Academy
have both offered retirees the chance to switch
to a civilian primary care program, the 21st
Space Wing’s Col. Mark Allen said that choice
is still strictly optional.
“We do face the dilemma of increasing
growth, and we’re trying to find ways to
handle that,” he said. “But at this point, we
have no definite plans to close enrollment to
retirees.”
Other topics the commanders touched on
included the expansion of Fort Carson’s medical facilities, the opening of the new pharmacy
at Peterson’s BX/Commissary complex and the
downsizing of several medical programs at the
Air Force Academy.
Col. Jay Raymond, 21st Space Wing commander, updated the retirees on new develop-

Photo by Corey Dahl

PUBLISHER

Maj. Jason Gross, Air Force Space Command, explains the Victory Box program to a retiree July 14 at the Retiree Appreciation
Day information fair. Topics included medical facilities, the new pharmacy and commissary grand opening and the temporary closure of the West Gate.
ments at Peterson, including the temporary closure of the West Gate July 30 and the opening
of the new commissary Aug. 3.
He also thanked the retirees – there are
17,000 in Colorado alone – for their involvement
on base and around town.
“We really appreciate all the support you give
our base, our community and our men and
women here,” Colonel Raymond said. “So thank
you; we’re glad to host you.”

Retired Air Force Col. Ed Lorenz said he was
glad to be there.
At the event mostly for the information on
health care, Colonel Lorenz said he appreciated the effort to keep retirees up to date on
healthcare changes.
“I just wanted to get enlightened on what’s
going on in regards to our future,” he said. “The
healthcare part is particularly important to me,
so it’s nice to stay informed.”

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, July 26, 2007

www.peterson.af.mil

5

Vosler NCO Academy helps honor its namesake
By Corey Dahl
Space Observer

U.S. Air Force photo

The Forrest L. Vosler Noncommissioned Officer Academy
here shares more than just a name with a new park in upstate New York.
The Forrest L. Vosler Veterans Memorial Park, which
opened June 16 in Livonia, N.Y., was partially financed by
the school’s instructors and students, who purchased and engraved dozens of brick pavers to help raise funds for the
site.
The school also helped officials in Livonia, where Tech.
Sgt. Vosler was born and raised, gather photos and facts for
the park’s information kiosk. Two instructors from the
VNCOA here flew out to the small village to assist with the
park’s dedication.
“They contacted us about it about a year, a year and a
half ago, just wanting help finding historical information,”
said Master Sgt. Chris Vossmer, one of the instructors who
helped dedicate the memorial. “From there, it just really
developed into something we wanted to support because
we share a namesake and a history.”
Sergeant Vosler is one of just six enlisted Airmen to receive the Medal of Honor. He earned the award for his actions during a World War II bombing mission in 1943, when
he was only 20 years old.
On a mission over Germany, Sergeant Vosler’s plane came
under enemy fire, injuring him as well as the rest of the
plane’s crew. Though nearly blind and passing in and out of
consciousness, Sergeant Vosler took over for his plane’s
wounded tail gunner and, later, as the pilot prepared to
ditch the plane into the sea, radioed a distress signal.
Once the plane crashed, Sergeant Vosler pulled himself
and the wounded tail gunner onto the wing of the plane,
where they were later rescued by a dinghy.
Sergeant Vosler died in 1992 and was memorialized later
that year when Peterson’s Airman Leadership School was renamed in his honor. Colorado being thousands of miles
from Sergeant Vosler’s home state of New York, residents of
Livonia decided to build their own memorial to the war
hero.
Town residents and Vosler’s family and friends raised
roughly $100,000 to finance the park, selling engraved pave-

Master Sgts. Richard Ruotolo (left) and Chris Vossmer, instructors at the Vosler NCO Academy here, helped dedicate the Forrest L. Vosler Veterans
Memorial Park, June 16 in Livonia, N.Y.
stones and collecting donations.
Peterson’s NCO academy did its part by purchasing pavers
for all its guest speakers instead of the traditional gift. Classes
and instructors also got in on the act, buying stones to commemorate graduations or other celebrations.
By the time the memorial opened, many of the site’s more
than 200 stones came from Peterson.
“Every time you went around the memorial, you were
seeing VNCOA, VNCOA,” Sergeant Vossmer said.
But the best part, Sergeant Vossmer said, was being able
to participate in the park’s opening. There, Sergeant Vossmer
and Master Sgt. Richard Ruotolo raised the first flag to fly
over the memorial, and met with Sergeant Vosler’s friends,
family and even the tail gunner Sergeant Vosler saved.
“It was nice to get the personal part of it, because all I’ve
ever known was the six lines in our promotional material,”

said Sergeant Vossmer. “And, just seeing the outpouring
from the community, it really sank in the scope of people
that he had touched.”
Sergeants Vossmer and Ruotolo said they’re both glad
the school was able to be a part of something that will preserve a slice of Air Force history for years to come. To help
with the park’s upkeep, the academy will also continue to purchase pavestones for its guest speakers, they said.
“What really sticks with me is that it’s there for all eternity now,” Sergeant Ruotolo said. “Every time someone
comes by there, they’ll be able to see it and learn what he was
all about.”
The Forrest L. Vosler Veterans Memorial Park is still
selling engraved pavestones for the park and accepting donations for future upkeep. To learn how to contribute, call
(585) 346-3100.

6

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, July 26, 2007

B a s e
Gate closes
The West Gate closes July 30 for construction of the new
gate, and will be closed through the first week of November.
During this time, the North Gate will be open 24 hours, and
the East Gate will be open 5 a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday to Friday,
and 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. weekends. Commissary and BX patrons
are encouraged to enter through the East Gate.

Base converts to seven-digit dialing
Peterson is converting to seven-digit dialing the evening
of July 20; the telephones will be down for 15 minutes to two
hours that evening. All Peterson organizations, including
those off base, with the 554 and 556 prefix, must dial the
entire seven digit number after that date, including on base
calls. For questions or problems after July 20, call 556-0989.

Housing open house
There is an open house at the Housing Office for Peterson
residents to sign leases and get information regarding housing
privatization here. Representatives from Tierra Vista
Communities will be available to answer questions. The open
house is 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. July 26 and 27 at the Housing Office,
Building 850. Signed leases are required by Aug. 1 for residents wishing to continue living in Peterson family housing.
For information call Johnna Phillips at 556-4332.

Leases due
Peterson residents must sign a privatized family housing
lease by Aug. 1. For a copy of the lease, pet agreement and
tenant agreement, visit www.peterson.af.mil. For information,
call the housing office at 556-7946.

New pharmacy opens
The new pharmacy at the BX and commissary complex at
Pete East opens July 23. Hours are 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Monday to Friday for full service, and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday
for prescription pick-up only. The new pharmacy will process
handwritten prescriptions and will also be the location for
refill prescription pick-up. The main pharmacy at the clinic
will continue to process prescriptions entered into the computer by Peterson, Fort Carson or Academy providers.

Promotion recognition ceremony
The monthly Team Pete Induction and Promotion
Recognition Ceremony is 3 p.m. July 31 at the Club Annex.

Exercise may affect traffic
Peterson AFB is conducting security drills Aug. 1 to 8, and

B r i e f s

an emergency management exercise Aug. 9; services may be impacted Aug. 9. The installation exercise director has minimized
the cordons required to allow traffic flows throughout the day.

New commissary opens
The new, larger, Peterson commissary opens at 9 a.m. Aug.
3 at Pete East. There will be giveaways, shopping sprees, cartoon characters and more at the ceremony.
To prepare for the move, the old commissary is closed
Aug. 2; the Fort Carson and USAF Academy commissaries
are open that day. For information, call 556-7765 ext. 3027.

Blood drives
Memorial Hospital is having the following blood drives:
 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Aug. 7 at the CISF; call Sgt. Cassandra
Hanak at 556-5606
 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Aug. 23 at the Base Auditorium; call
Master Sgt. Larry Barrington at 554-2549.

Professional development
The Professional Development Center’s new Community
of Practice site has information on all its programs and
courses. Register for classes online and more at
https://afkm.wpafb.af.mil/teampetePDC.

Accreditation inspection
The 21st Medical Group is having its accreditation inspection Aug. 20 to 24. Patients may write or call the inspecting
agency at:
Accreditation Association for Ambulatory Health Care, Inc.
5250 Old Orchard Rd.
Suite 200
Skokie, IL 60077
Telephone: (847) 853-6060
Fax: (847) 853-9028
To comment about care you or a family member has received at any of the 21st MG facilities, contact the inspecting
agency to schedule an appointment during that week.

Space discussion
There is a Space and Missile roundtable discussion from
9 to 10:30 a.m. Aug. 8 at the Hartinger Building. Featured
speakers are retired Gen. Lew Allen Jr. and retired Maj. Gen.
Joe H. Engle as well as previously inducted pioneers. Generals
Allen and Engle are being inducted into the 2007 Air Force
Space and Missile Pioneers Hall of Fame.

Kids day carnival, car show
There is a carnival and car show from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Aug.
11 at the ball fields on Paine and Patrick streets (opposite
the main CDC). Admission is free. There will be vendor
booths, music, games, contests, prizes, a sidewalk chalk art
contest, food, cars and more.

Dining in
The Rocky Mountain Company Grade Officers’ Council
is having a joint stars and bars dining-in at 6 p.m. Sept. 8 at
the Antlers Hilton. Cost is $40 for CGOs and $50 for GOs;
uniform is mess dress.
For information contact 2nd Lt. Ashley Pyles at 554-2303.

Fitness center policy
The Fitness and Sports Center requires patrons who use
exercise areas with hardwood floors (gym, racquetball courts
and aerobics room) to hand-carry court shoes into the facility.
Court shoes worn on the street carry in sand, grit and small
pebbles that mar the floor’s surface. For information, call the
Fitness and Sports Center front desk at 556-4462.

For information about
Peterson Air Force Base,
look no further than www.peterson.af.mil

Fitness center Family Day hours
The Fitness and Sports Center is open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on
all 21st Space Wing Family Days, Saturdays, Sundays and
holidays. For information, call 556-4462.

Community info available
Newcomers and Peterson veterans alike can find important community information at the People Helping People Web
site available on www.peterson.af.mil.

AFRC classes
The Airman and Family Readiness Center offers classes including readiness briefings, sponsorship training, spouse job
orientation, pre-separation briefings, financial readiness,
resume review and more. For a listing, call 556-6141.

DASH offers free rides
Drive a Servicemember Home, formerly known as EADD,
offers free rides from 10 p.m. to 3 a.m. Fridays and Saturdays,
including holidays. The program is open to all ranks and
services. Call 55 NO DUI for a free ride.

Youth Sports Needs Coaches
The youth sports department needs coaches for a variety
of sports. Being a coach is rewarding and fun, in addition to
being a positive role model for boys and girls. For information, call Les Stewart at 556-5242.
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Team Pete cops support Enduring Freedom
Senior Master Sgt. William Ward, U.S. provost sergeant at
Kandahar Air Field.
The Peterson teams are also credited with improving relations with other foreign national military police units.
British Wing Commander Anthony Beasant, commander,
Kandahar Force Protection, said he has “witnessed a drastic
improvement of cooperation and dialogue with Alliance
partners since the teams’ arrival.”
While deployed in Afghanistan, these Team Pete
Defenders are working with the U.S. Army and leading
the law and order, and force protection missions. The
teams are directly responsible for the safety and security
of more than 10,000 U.S. and Alliance forces operating at
Kandahar Air Field. Their duties include traffic enforcement, accident and criminal investigation, and police services responsibilities. In addition to law and order, they also
perform various force protection missions such as entry
control, fuel transfer points security, immediate reaction

“These accomplishments are
integral to ensuring Kandahar
remains a safe and secure
location to successfully launch
reconstruction and combat
missions.”
Senior Master Sgt. William Ward,
U.S. provost sergeant at Kandahar Air Field

U.S. Air Force photo

KANDAHAR AIR FIELD, Afghanistan — Twenty-two
members from the 21st Security Forces Squadron are performing a unique mission supporting Operation Enduring
Freedom.
The two teams, led by Master Sgt. Jason Keyser and Tech.
Sgt. John Goodman, left Peterson this spring to attend
combat skills training at Eglin AFB, Fla., and then on to
begin their deployment at Kandahar Air Field, Afghanistan.
“Team Pete” took Kandahar Air Field by storm soon after
arrival. They’re credited for protecting the Secretary of
Defense and Vice-Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff, executing
joint MP traffic enforcement operations, and issuing more
than 800 traffic citations. They’ve also seized countless
amounts of opium and hashish, and items that could be
used for constructing IEDs.
“These accomplishments are integral to ensuring
Kandahar remains a safe and secure location to successfully launch reconstruction and combat missions,” said

A Peterson Airman issues a traffic citation to a driver at Kandahar Air Field, Afghanistan. Twenty-two 21st Security Forces Squadron Airmen are deployed supporting Operation Enduring Freedom.

forces, U.S. Customs, and generating contractor badges.
These duties provide the Airmen a rare opportunity to
closely interact with Afghanistan nationals.
The team has been enjoying the new aspects of their mission.
“I like learning the different terminology (the British
MPs) use...it’s truly a cultural experience,” said Staff Sgt.
Ray Marquez.
“It’s been an experience of a lifetime,” added Airman 1st
Class Solomon Quitugua. “I enjoy working with all the other
nationalities and experiencing different cultures.
“The best part of my job is the different types of patrol responses I go to, and being able to help people – even if it’s
as simple as making sure they have water while waiting for
the situation to resolve,” said Airman 1st Class Stephanie
Mariscal.
Although the summer heat is bearing down on the group,
the Airmen are working well together.
“The camaraderie and high morale is evident among the
team,” said Sergeant Keyser. “I’m fortunate to be deployed
with an exceptional group of professionals who take their
work and contribution to the mission seriously.”
“It’s hot with all the gear on, but it’s worth it in the end to
get the feeling of accomplishment,” Sergeant Goodman
added. “When you come home and you can ring the sweat
out of your clothes, you know you’ve done a good day’s
work.”
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QUALITY.
HONESTY.
INTEGRITY.

It’s the way our homes are built. It’s the way we do business.

AVAILABLE NOW
CREEK TERRACE

CLAREMONT RANCH

D
L
O
S
“The Ian Point”
733 Harvest Field Way • $229,750.00
4 Bed, 3 ½ Bath, 2 Car Garage 4 Level Home
Finished Basement, Stucco With Tile Roof
1924 Finished Sq Ft.
Pays 6% Commission.

D
L
O
S
“The Cape York”
$226,660.00 • 8048 Parsonage Lane
3 Bed 2 1/2 Bath, 2 Car Garage, 2 Story Home;
Formal Living Room, Vaulted Ceilings, Upgraded Tile,
8Q¿QLVKHG%DVHPHQW)LQLVKHG6T)W
Total Sq. Ft. Lot is 4,950 Sq. Ft.!

Other Homes Ready for a Quick Close!
CREEK TERRACE
“The Ian Point”
7167 Araia Drive • $229,000.00
3 Bed, 2 ½ Bath, 2 Car Garage, 4 Level Home
Master Bedroom Has Private 5 Piece Master Bath,
Upgraded Tile in Master Bath, Upgraded Carpet Pad
Throughout, Upgraded Tile in Kitchen and Master
1524 Finished Sq Ft/ 1924 Total
“The Cape York”
7175 Araia Drive • $235,660.00
3 Beds, 2 1/2 Bath, Nice Open 2 Story Home,
8Q¿QLVKHG%DVHPHQW&DU*DUDJH
Upgraded Tile 1666 Finished Sq. Ft., 2,476 Total
“The Meadow Brook”
7215 Araia Drive • $231,100.00
&R]\$IIRUGDEOH5DQFKHU%HGURRP%DWK&DU
Garage, Ranch Style Home. Full Finished BasePHQW)LUHSODFHLQ)DPLO\URRPSLHFHPDVWHUEDWK
Upgraded Carpet Pad Throughout.
Total Sq. Ft of Home 1,997

D
L
O
S

PRONGHORN
MEADOWS

“The Cape York”
$227,450.00 • 7839 Parsonage Lane
3 Bed, 2 ½ Bath, 2 Car Garage, 2 Story Home;
Partial Garden Level, Formal Living Room,
9DXOWHG&HLOLQJV8Q¿QLVKHG%DVHPHQW
1666 Finished Sq Ft/2476 Total Sq Ft
“The Cape York”
$249,950.00 • 3839 Roan Dr.
3 Bed, 2 ½ Bath, 2 Car Garage, 2 Story w/Formal
Living, Upgraded Tile, Partial Finished Bsmt, Walk-Out!
2476 Total Sq. Ft.

WOODMEN HILLS

D
L
O
S
“The Melbourne”
7844 Parsonage Lane • $227,200.00
3 Bed, 2 ½ Bath, 2 Car Garage 2 Story
Sitting Room With Loft Off Masher With Fireplace
1712 Finished Sq Ft/ 2408 Total

“The Alexandria”
8918 Oakmont Road • $276,206.00
3 Bed, 2 ½ Bath, 3 Car Garage 2 Story
&RUQHU/RW8Q¿QLVKHG%DVHPHQW
1910 Finished Sq Ft/ 2848 Total

“The Pemberton”
11862 Royal Cty. Down • $287,406.00
EHGURRPEDWKFDUJDUDJH5DQFKHU6WXFFR
and Rock Exterior, Fireplace in Great room, 5 piece
PDVWHUEDWK$&6SULQNOHU6WXE8SJUDGHG7LOH
Upgraded Carpet and Pad.Full Finished Basement
with Corner Fireplace in Family Room! 22,989 Sq Ft
Lot, 2610 Total Sq Footage of Home

Woodmen Hills
11952 Royal County Down Road
495-4267
Woodmen & Meridian

“The Strasburg”
7239 Araia Drive • $219,550.00
Beautiful Valuted Ceilings, 3 Bedroom, 2 1/2 Bath, 2
Car Garage, Two Story Home. Large Kitchen WIth
Island and Pantry, Fireplace in Family Room, 5 Piece
Master Bath, Upgraded Tile, Second Story Laundry!
1,397 Finished Sq. Ft./Total 1,975
“The Pemberton”
7207 Araia Drive • $260,100.00
5 Beds, 3 Bath, 2 Car Ranch. Eat-in Nook, Vaulted
Ceilings, Upgraded Granite Kitchen Tile, Main
Lvl Laundry, Great Rm w/Fireplace, Full Finished
Basement w/2nd Fireplace, Upgraded Carpet & Pad
Throughout! 8209 sq ft lot; Total sq ft 2610!
“The Freemantle”
$237,770.00 • 7198 Araia Drive
2 Story, 2 Car Garage, 4 Beds, 2 1/2 Baths, Formal
Living & Formal Dining + Family Rm with Gas
Fireplace, 5 Pc Master Bath, Upper Level Laundry, Un¿QLVKHG%DVHPHQW/RWLV6T)W)LQLVKHG
Sq. Ft./2598 Total Sq. Ft.

MULE DEER CROSSING
“The Port Royal”
$239,950.00 • 7317 Running Deer Way
4 Bed + Loft, 2 ½ Baths, 2 Car Garage 2 Story,
Upper Level Laundry, Formal Living & Family
5P8Q¿QLVKHG%DVHPHQW6SULQNOHU6WXE
1902 Finished Sq Ft/2536 Sq Ft
“The Brandy Station”
7856 Parsonage Lane • $207,450.00
3 Bed, 2 Bath, 2 Car Garage, 4 Level Home
9DXOWHG&HLOLQJV8Q¿QLVKHG%DVHPHQW
1327 Finished Sq Ft/ 1655 Total

D
L
O
S

“The Brandy Station”
2311 Springside Drive • $204,950
Attractive 4 Level, 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 2 Car
Garage. FORMER MODEL!!!
Full Yard Landscaping, Sprinkler System, Cnetral
Air. All Appliances Included!

Mule Deer Crossing
3989 Reindeer Circle
570-7232
Marksheffel & N. Carefree

“The Cape York”
3965 Reindeer Circle • $259,950.00
3 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths, 2 Car Garage, 2 Story, Full
%DVHPHQW:LWK5HF5RRP)LQLVK6SULQNOHU6WXE
1666 Finished Sq Ft/ 2476 Total
“The Fairfax”
3634 Reindeer Circle • $236,800.00
3 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths,2 Car Garage, 2 Story
8Q¿QLVKHG:DON2XW%DVHPHQW:LWK9LHZV
6SULQNOHU6WXE6T)W

Creek Terrace
7111 Araia Drive
382-9130
Fountain Mesa & Araia Drive

“The Cape York”
3628 Reindeer Circle • $249,950.00
EHGòEDWKFDUJDUDJHVWRU\
)XOO8Q¿QLVKHG%DVHPHQWRQD:DON2XW/RW
6SULQNOHU6WXE
1666 Finished Sq Ft/2476 Total
“The Fairfax”
3616 Reindeer Circle • $234,950.00
3 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths, 2 car garage 2 story
)XOO8Q¿QLVKHG%DVHPHQWRQD*DUGHQ/HYHO
/RWZLWK9LHZV6SULQNOHU6WXE
1496/2076 Sq Ft

Homes Available in August

WOODMEN HILLS
“The Trenton II”
12094 Rio Secco Rd. • $308,850.00
Ranch with Stucco/Rock/3-Car Garage, 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, Fireplace with Raised Hearth,
Island in Kitchen, Bay Window in Great Room,
Finished Basement. Lot size 12,052 sq. ft.;
2542 Finished sq. ft. / 2836 Total sq. ft.

CREEK TERRACE
“The Brandy Station”
7206 Araia Dr. • $210,950.00
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 2 Car, Four-level Home;
Vaulted Ceilings on Main Level, Bay WIndow in
Nook, Master w/Private Bath. Upper Level Laundry.
¿QLVKHGVTIWWRWDOVTIW

CLAREMONT RANCH
“The Meadow Brook”
7851 Parsonage Lane. • $208,400.00
Ranch, 2 Car, 2 Bed, 2 Baths, Vaulted Ceiling, Great Rm w/FP & Bay Window, Main Level
Laundry, Master with 5-Pc and Walk-In Closet, Full
8Q¿Q%DVHPHQW*DUGHQ/HYHO/RWLVVTIW
1061/Total sq. ft. 1997

Homes Available in September

CREEK TERRACE
“The Middleton”
7214 Araia Drive • $219,450.00
3 Bedroom, 2 1/2 Bath, 2 Car, 2-Story Home;
Vaulted Ceiling on Main Level, Box Window in Dining, Master w/5-pc. Bath, Main Level Laundry.
¿QLVKHGVTIWWRWDOVTIW
“The Fairfax”
7262 Araia Dr. • $223,450.00
%HGV%DWKV&DU6WRU\)XOO8Q¿QLVKHG
EDVHPHQW8SSHU/HYHO/DXQGU\
Lot is 9,462 Sq. Ft.!
Finished Sq. Ft. 1,498/Total Sq. Ft. 2076

CLAREMONT RANCH
“The Brandy Station”
8061 Parsonage Lane • $207,900.00
3 Bed, 2 Bath, 2 Car Garage, 4 Level Home,
9DXOWHG&HLOLQJV8Q¿QLVKHG%VPW
1327 Finished Sq. Ft/1666 Total Sq. Ft.

Claremont Ranch
2301 Springside Drive
638-9989
Marksheffel & Constitution

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Appliance Package Included in All Our Homes: Refrigerator w/Ice Maker,
Smooth Top Range, Hood & Fan, Dishwasher, Washer & Dryer

With One Of Our Preferred Lenders Builder Pays All Closing Costs
Visit our Show Homes: Monday through Saturday 10 am - 5 pm Sunday 1-5 pm

www.hallmark-homes.com

Your Local Home Builder

Prices
from
the low
$200’s
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New SIDC commander
“has the ‘Wright’ stuff”
By Master Sgt. Jennifer Thibault

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Raheem Moore

Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

The organization charged with developing
new techniques and procedures to apply
space-based capabilities to warfighters
gained new leadership today.
Col. Robert Wright Jr. became the commander of the Space Innovation and
Development Center during a change-ofcommand ceremony held at the Consolidated
Club on Peterson Air Force Base, Colo.
Lt. Gen. Frank Klotz, vice commander of
Air Force Space Command, was the presiding officer for the ceremony and said
Colonel Wright had the “right stuff ” to command the center.
“Command is a duty that holds special
significance,” he said. “A commander must
lead and inspire and balance the needs of
mission and people. Bob is absolutely the
right man for the job.”
The general also spoke highly of the
people of the SIDC.
“What can I say about the SIDC?” asked
the general rhetorically. “These are the folks
that set the standard for innovation … they
‘unlock the potential’ at a pace unmatched
anywhere. These professionals exploit space
systems to apply combat effects for the Joint
fight.”
Following suit, Colonel Wright spoke
about his enthusiasm in joining the center
and about the organization’s charter. He said
senior leaders refer to the “I” in SIDC as the
“Big I” – standing for innovation. But it also
stands for integration – as in integrating
space effects for the warfighter.
The new SIDC commander intends to
focus on further integrating space effects
into current and future operations.

Col. Robert Wright Jr. speaks to the Airmen of the
Space Innovation and Development Center as their new
commander July 18 at the change-of-command ceremony.
“We’re a small family, and we will continue
to work to meet the needs of our customers
and industry partners,” said the colonel.
Before departing, Col. Larry Chodzko,
former SIDC commander, thanked the men
and women of the center.
“You make the SIDC the greatest organization in the U.S. Air Force today. You have
incredible talent,” he said.
Colonel Chodzko is heading to an assignment in Ramstein, Germany.
Prior to taking command, Colonel Wright
was the 14th Air Force vice commander
where he provided leadership and guidance
for the 14th Air Force staff, five space wings
and the Joint Space Operations Center.

WEBSTER UNIVERSITY SERVES THE MILITARY

Be sun safe: Facts about sunscreen
PETERSON AFB, Colo. – Skin cancer is
the most common cancer in the United
States, affecting more than 600,000 individuals annually.
According to the American Academy of
Dermatology, one person dies from malignant
melanoma every hour. People at high risk of
getting melanoma are those who frequently
have sunburns, red or blond hair, blue eyes,
family history of melanoma, and fair skin.
A frequent misconception is that a tanned
body is a healthy body; this is not exactly
correct. Tanning occurs when the sun’s ultraviolet rays penetrate the skin’s inner layer
causing the skin to produce more melanin
as a response to injury. Therefore, tanning
does not help prevent skin cancer.
One of the best protectors against skin
cancer and aging is sunscreen. Sunscreen
should be applied daily, 30 minutes before
going outdoors. One ounce, enough to fill a
shot glass, is considered the amount needed to
cover the exposed areas of the body properly.
Commonly asked questions concerning
sunscreen:
What does the SPF mean on sunscreen?
The Sun Protection Factor displayed on
the sunscreen label ranges from 2 to 50. It
reflects the product’s screening ability for
UVB rays. For example, if you use a sunscreen with an SPF 15, you can be in the sun
15 minutes longer that you can without sunscreen, before burning.
How should I select a sunscreen?
The sunscreen should be at least SPF 20 to
SPF30 for most skin types. Using a cream, oil
or lotion is a personal choice, but keep in mind
that gel sunscreens tend to sweat off. Therefore,
it needs to be reapplied more frequently.
Choose a “broad-spectrum” sunscreen that

protects against ultraviolet B and ultraviolet
A rays. Look for the ingredient PABA, or
para-aminobenzoic acid, in the sunscreen
you buy. PABA is a UVB protecting agent.
Also, look for UVA protecting agents such as
oxylensone, sulisobenzone, and Parson 1789.
Is there a difference between “waterproof ”
and “water-resistant”?
The FDA considers a product “water-resistant” if it maintains its SPF level after 40
minutes of water exposure. A product is considered “waterproof ” if it maintains its SPF
level following 80 minutes of exposure.
Can I use the sunscreen I bought last
summer, or do I need to purchase a new
bottle each year? Does it lose strength?
Check the expiration date. If there is not
one, the FDA requires that all sunscreens be
stable and at their original strength for at
least three years. However, if you are using the
appropriate amount, a bottle of sunscreen
should not last you very long.
Adhere to the following steps, recommended by the American Academy of
Dermatology, to enjoy the sun safely:
 Apply sunscreen to all exposed skin
 Wear a hat
 Cover up
 Wear sunglasses that block 99-100 percent of UV radiation
 Seek shade when appropriate; remember
that the sun’s rays are strongest between 10
a.m. and 4 p.m.
 Use extra caution near water, snow and
sand as they reflect the rays of the sun
 Avoid tanning beds
 Monitor the UV Index at www.epa.gov/
sunwise/uvindex.html.
For information, call the Health and
Wellness Center at 556-6674.

WITH OUR GRADUATE DEGREE,
YOU’RE PREPARED TO BE IN CHARGE.

An M.A. in Management and Leadership from Webster University gives you
the knowledge to be in charge. We have a faculty that practices what it
teaches, class hours that work around your schedule, and small classes with
lots of one-on-one attention. Contact us today.

Webster University–Peterson AFB
719-574-7562 • Fax: 719-574-2333
E-mail: coloradosprings@webster.edu
www.webster.edu/co
Classes Begin August 13
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NORAD, USNORTHCOM plan for ‘borderless threats’
By Sgt. 1st Class Gail Braymen
NORAD and USNORTHCOM Public Affairs

“The world we see today and the world
we saw yesterday will not be the world we see
10 to 15 years from now,” said the commander of North American Aerospace
Defense Command and U.S.
Northern Command, explaining why the commands recently created a document
called NORAD and USNORTHCOM Vision 2020.
Vision 2020 provides
strategic guidance and direction for the commands as
they move further into the first
quarter of the 21st century. NORAD
and USNORTHCOM commander, Gen.
Gene Renuart, and other key personnel in
the commands developed the Vision to
help NORAD and USNORTHCOM in anticipating and preparing for future threats
to the Canadian and American homelands.
“What this does,” Renuart said, “is to
ensure that each member of our team acknowledges that the world tomorrow is
going to be very different, and they need
to be prepared to adapt in that changing
environment and that there are common
threats that both of the countries of the
United States and Canada will have to
face.
“And so we want to create an apparatus
that will work for both of those nations as we
move forward.”
The threats posed to Canada and the
United States have changed significantly
since NORAD was created 50 years ago,
Renuart said, and even in the five years since
USNORTHCOM was created.
“The world is very, very different. It is
not symmetrical. It is not a world of bor-

ders, but it’s a world of borderless threats,
a world of cyber threats, a world of natural
disasters on a fairly large scale that can
cause substantial damage to our citizens
and to their property.”
NORAD and USNORTHCOM share
Vision 2020 because both
commands are charged with
defense of the homeland,
Renuart said; in NORAD’s
case, the command is charged
with the defense of two
homelands: the United
States and Canada.
Both commands will use
Vision 2020 to adapt to new threats
by, first, acknowledging the fact that the
threat environment is changing, according
to Renuart. Second, the commands will
partner with civilian agencies, the military
Reserve components and the National
Guard even more than they have in the past.
And, third, the commands will use a “redteaming” process of asking hypothetical
questions about potential threats and the
commands’ responses to those threats.
“It is looking out to say, ‘How can a terrorist organization affect our computer systems, our banking systems, our air traffic
systems? And what should we, as the
Department of Defense’s principal combatant command responsible to respond to
those (threats), be asking of the Department
of Defense? How should we be interacting
with (interagency partners)? And how
should we be preparing for the bad things
that might happen if the terrorists or some
other rogue element gets an upper hand?’“
Renuart said.
NORAD and USNORTHCOM leaders
designed Vision 2020 not to be permanent
and fixed, but to flex and adapt to the com-

mands’ evolving missions.
“The vision is only good today,” Renuart
said. “Tomorrow, that vision may have to
change. In other words, this is a living document. It’s something that’s designed to look
at on a routine basis and make sure that the
conditions that you saw when you began are
the same conditions that you see at some

point down the road.”
NORAD is the bi-national Canadian and
American command that is responsible for
the air defense of North America and maritime warning. USNORTHCOM is the unified combatant command responsible for
defending the homeland and providing defense support of civil authorities.

NORAD and USNORTHCOM think safety
By Tech. Sgt. Claudette Hutchinson
NORAD and USNORTHCOM Public Affairs

With the hot summer finally
here, the winter chill has
faded, and people are increasingly taking part in
outside activities. Along
with all the summer fun
are the day-to-day
summer dangers like
family travel, sunburns,
heat exposure, severe
weather, and poisonous plants.
How do North American
Aerospace Defense Command and
United States Northern Command personnel stay mission-ready when faced
with these summertime risks? By employing deliberate safety practices.
“Safety practices are not considered
an afterthought or a separate category
of decision making, our people integrate
Risk Management practices into all we
do, both during our on-duty environment and our off-duty time” said Mike
McKenzie,
NORAD
and
USNORTHCOM Command Safety Officer.
Since the early 1980s, the period between Memorial Day and Labor Day has

been designated by the Defense
Department as the “101 Critical Days of
Summer,” because there is an historical rise in fatalities sustained by military members
during off-duty activities.
Safety Office personnel and directorate
representatives in the
commands operate an
ongoing program to educate personnel of their responsibility to practice
stringent safety measures in and
around their duty sections, as well as
during their off-duty activities.
“Continuing [education] efforts challenge our people to become more aware,
to manage the risks involved in their activities, and to take personal actions to
prevent accidents,” McKenzie said.
“Positive messages by our senior leadership, supervisory involvement, and individual planning have significant
impact in ensuring our people and their
families remain safe.”
“The enemies of safety are carelessSee Summer page 13
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Falcon’s URGENT CARE Center
No Appt Needed • X-Ray on Site
TRICARE ACCEPTED

Walk In or call 495-9994
7475 McLaughlin Rd. in Falcon
Directly across from the Falcon Walgreens
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Gate: Traffic backups
The 13,500 drivers who use the West Gate daily are being asked to use the
East Gate, off Marksheffel Road, if possible. Traffic at the North Gate is already
heavy, said Master Sgt. Shaun Guilfoil with Security Forces, while the East Gate
has the capacity to handle extra cars.
“A lot of people already use the North Gate,” he said. “At the East Gate, we’ve
got a lot more room for traffic to stack up.”
Guards from the West Gate will be moved to the North and East gates during
the closure to help with traffic flow, Sergeant Guilfoil said. Both Colorado Springs
and El Paso County police are also ready to help with traffic backups on city and
county streets, if needed.
“We’re hoping it doesn’t get that bad,” Sergeant Guilfoil said. “But in case it does,
we should be ready for it.”
(The West Gate closes July 30 and is scheduled to re-open Nov. 4. While the
West Gate is closed, the North Gate will remain open 24 hours daily. The East
Gate will be open from 5 a.m. to 10 p.m., Monday through Friday, and 6 a.m. to
10 p.m. on weekends.)

U.S. Air Force graphic

From page 1

A map shows the alternate route during the West Gate closure. The West Gate is closed July 30 to Nov. 1 for construction.
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Warrior Airmen
deploy worldwide

Photo by Master Sgt. Jim Rush
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Tech. Sgt. Jason Acre is deployed with the 407th Expeditionary Communications Squadron.
By Master Sgt. Jim Rush
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Team Pete has about 250 Warrior Airmen deployed around the world. Here’s how one of
those Airmen are serving their country.
Rank and name: Tech. Sgt. Jason Acre
Birth date: May 26, 1971
Home of record: Opelika, Ala.
Date entered the Air Force: Feb. 28, 1992
Deployed as: Superintendent, 407th Expeditionary Communications Squadron
Home unit: Air Force Space Command A4
Why did you join the Air Force? Because I believed (and still do) that it is my duty to
work for an organization that demands Honor, Integrity and Excellence.
What inspires you? People that are honorable and pursue integrity in their life, to their
utmost ability.
What is your most memorable Air Force experience? Serving with the men and women
of the 506th Expeditionary Communications Squadron at Kirkuk Air Base, in Operation
Enduring Freedom
Hobbies: Softball, college football (especially Alabama football) and spending time with
my family.

Commissary: Low prices
From page 1
a week with fresh product flown in from
California. Behind the deli is a dedicated
health and wellness center stocked with organic food and health and beauty products,
dietary products, and a blood pressure
check station.
In the meat department, customers will
find an enormous selection, including
pork and poultry, a full line of all natural
beef and a line of USDA-certified organic
beef.
Commissary customers know the best
reason to shop the commissary is the average savings of 30 percent or more as compared to retail grocery stores. And as if that
isn’t enough, customers who venture out for
the Peterson grand opening will find spe-

cial low prices on select products in honor
of the new store’s first day of business.
Vendors and manufacturers are supporting the commissary’s grand opening
with loads of great door prizes, including
major appliances. Additional giveaways include numerous commissary gift certificates, flat screen televisions, barbecue grills
and coolers.
The Denver Broncos cheerleaders will be
on hand to sign autographs. Other “celebrities” who will be in attendance include Tony
the Tiger, Ernie the Elf and the Energizer
Bunny.
To prepare for the move, the old commissary is closed Aug. 2; the Fort Carson and
USAF Academy commissaries are open that
day. The new store opens Aug. 3 after a short
ribbon-cutting ceremony at 9 a.m.

Pharmacy: New facility
From page 1
families and retirees will now be able to drop
off all prescriptions written by civilian doctors at the commissary.
The move lets the clinic pharmacy, which
is often overwhelmed, to focus solely on
taking care of electronic prescriptions issued
by military doctors.
“Civilian prescriptions are about onethird of our work load at the clinic,” Major

Lagasse said. “By shifting that to the commissary, we’re really going to help with some
of the congestion we’re seeing at the clinic.”
Major Lagasse said the new facility is a
step in the right direction for the base, which
– like other military and civilian facilities –
has seen its health services stretched as baby
boomers age and the city continues to grow.
“We keep seeing our numbers go up and
up and up,” she said. “We fully expect it to
continue, so this will really help.”

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, July 26, 2007

www.peterson.af.mil

Summer: Safety
From page 10
ness and complacency”, McKenzie said. In fact, most accidents are actually the result of predictable and preventable occurrences, and most injuries are preventable
according to Martin Lesperance who is a fire fighter, paramedic, safety speaker, and author, in an article published
by Safety Health Publishing, Inc. For example, if a person
knowingly drives with bald tires, and one of them blows
out and causes the person to lose control of the car and
crash, this is not an accident. It’s a predictable and preventable event.
“Safety needs to be like breathing. It is something we
must be aware of and do at all times,” said Lt. Col. Roy
Reizovic, NORAD and USNORTHCOM Reserve Forces
Safety Readiness Group member. “While our NORAD and
USNORTHCOM mission requires us to perform certain
activities, most of these are relatively safe office actions.
However, if we are not safe in all that we do, from picking
up a box of paper to walking down a flight of stairs, then
we may not be able to accomplish our mission.”
NORAD and USNORTHCOM personnel have many
sources of safety information available. Newcomers to the
commands learn about local safety challenges during the
Newcomers’ Orientation Course. Personnel and their families may also attend specialized safety courses, including
health and wellness classes and promoting healthy
lifestyles, offered through the Peterson Air Force Base
safety and health wellness centers.
McKenzie urges everyone to remain alert and aware of
safety hazards in their surroundings, not just during the
“101 Critical Days of Summer,” but throughout the entire
year. He also suggests that people take the time to explore
time-proven safety guidance and instructions from manufacturers when operating new or unfamiliar equipment.
“Pertaining to our unique missions with NORAD and
USNORTHCOM, we have an awesome challenge, not only
to make safe choices, but to take care of ourselves so that
we will be ready to defend North America from attack,”
McKenzie said. “If we are careless, mishaps occur, and our
readiness and posture is adversely affected.
“Our homeland security mission enables us to make a
positive difference in other peoples’ lives by providing for
the safety of our nations.”
NORAD is the bi-national Canadian and American
command that is responsible for the air defense of North
America and maritime warning. USNORTHCOM is the
unified combatant command responsible for defending
the homeland and providing defense support of civil authorities.
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AIR FORCE
WWII vet awarded Distinguished Flying
Cross
POPE AIR FORCE BASE, N.C. (AFPN) – Retired Col.
Vincent Fonke, who ended his 30-year career at Pope Air
Force Base, was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross July
20 for actions he took during World War II while a bomber
pilot assigned to the Army Air Corps 91st Bomb Group,
324th Squadron.
The Distinguished Flying Cross is awarded for heroism
or extraordinary achievement while participating in aerial
flight in combat and ranks between the Silver and Bronze
Star.
“All of us look to you as the embodiment of the warrior
spirit,” said Lt. Gen. Christopher Kelly, Air Mobility
Command vice commander, before presenting the award
to the colonel. “The warrior spirit you helped build still
lives on today.”

Latest ‘Today’s Air Force’ highlights
efficiency, management
SAN ANTONIO (AFNEWS) – This week’s edition of
“Today’s Air Force” highlights how Airmen at bases around
the world are continually looking for ways to help the Air
Force become more efficient. The war on terrorism has
Airmen all around the world doing their part, whether in
Iraq, Afghanistan or anywhere around the globe. Learn
how their efforts to achieve efficiency are precisely calculated through time management.
Plus find out how American security forces work together with South Korean special forces, overcoming the language barrier to deal with a common threat: terrorism.
The long-format, weekly news show tells Air Force stories in more depth. The program is made up of three segments and each runs approximately eight minutes.
Although each can stand alone, they are related to form a
seamless program.
“Today’s Air Force” can be seen every day on The
Pentagon Channel and via American Forces Radio and
Television Service stations all around the world or subscribe to receive the Air Force feed via podcast.
This week’s line-up includes:
Segment A – Air Force Smart Operations 21
New EPR
Time Management
AFSO 21
Spang AFSO 21
Finance Customer Service Changes

Segment B – Security Training
Joint Security Training
Creek Defender
Segment C – Hurricane Season
Typhoon Season in Japan
Eyeing the Storm
MARE Exercise
Misawa Disaster Preparedness

Task force provides training to El
Salvadorian military
SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador (AFPN) – Joint Task
Force-Bravo, a 26member task force,
traveled to San
Salvador, El Salvador,
July 16 to train soldiers deploying in
support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom.
During the weeklong training mission,
El Salvadorian soldiers were instructed
on driver, convoy and
perimeter security;
communications; improvised explosive
Photo by Senior Airman Shaun Emery
devices; civilian and
El Salvadorian soldiers provide force pro- military cooperation;
tection as their medical personnel trans- and combat life-saver
port wounded soldiers to a simulated training. By the end
triage facility. During a week-long training of the training, both
mission, soldiers were taught force pro- the members of JTFtection measures, convoy defense skills Bravo and the El
and improvised explosive device detec- Salvadorian military
tion, to prepare them for their upcoming de- learned a lot from
ployment in support of Operation Iraqi each other.
Freedom.
“They are an extremely professional
force,” said Lt. Col. Greg Jicha, the task force commander
and commander of Army forces at Soto Cano Air Base,
Honduras. “They go into each day of training with ambition and the desire to learn. They understand the seriousness of the situation they’ll face in Iraq.”
El Salvador is the only country in Central America
that provides personnel to support Operation Iraqi
Freedom.
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Military band members playing sweet softball music
By Walt Johnson
CSMNG

Photo by Walt Johnson

When you think about the softball strength at Peterson,
the United States Air Force Band rarely comes to mind, but
that might be changing.
The Air Force Band of the Rockies used a steady and
lethal offensive attack to defeat the 21st Communications
Squadron 27-7 in intramural league action July 11 at the
Peterson softball complex.
The Band’s offensive attack was consistent during the
course of the game as it scored early and often to put this
game in the win column and continue to roll on toward the
end of the season with some momentum.
The Band team historically gets off to a slow start because the team usually doesn’t begin league play until two
or three weeks into the season according to its head coach
Alex Vieira.
He said mission requirements prevent his team from getting the same jump on league play that the rest of the base
enjoys.
“We’re 4-5 right now and getting better as the season
goes along and we get our team together,” Vieira said. “It’s
always tough for us because we have to go out on block
leave at the beginning of each softball season and we miss
the first three weeks of this season. Obviously, we come
back from our vacations completely out of sports shape.”
It didn’t take the Band players long to get into the flow of
the game, as the team hit the ball all over the field and completely dominated a good 21st SCS team. In blow out games
it is not uncommon to see a team score a lot of runs in one
or two innings to put the game away, but in this contest the
Band scored in every inning on the way to victory.
Vieira said there is no question in his mind about what
his team’s strength is.
“Our offense has improved the most since the beginning
of the season,” he said. “In the first couple of games we
played we were just popping up pitches and not making
good contact. We were also hitting little, weak grounders.
When we did get on base, we were making some dumb running mistakes. Since the beginning of the season, we got a
lot of that straightened out.”

A member of the United States Air Force Band blasts a hit to right field during intramural league action July 10 at the Peterson softball complex.
Vieira said there is one area the team still wants to improve
on. He said his team’s defense could be better and they are
working on it as much as they can.
“Our defense is about the same as it’s been all year,” Vieira
said. “We are a mediocre defensive team and we could get
better if we could practice more but I don’t see us having the
time.”
Unlike team’s that are pointing toward the playoffs with
a win at all cost attitude, the Band team has the philosophy
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of playing the best it can while enjoying the intramurals.
Vieira said the games give his unit the chance to do some
bonding that helps it during its day-to-day operations.
“We have the most fun just being able to get together and
play the game,” he said. “We don’t come out and enjoy
playing the game just because we have the chance to win.
Ability wise, we see ourselves as equals and we respect the
things each of us brings to the game that helps us play together.”
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P e t e r s o n A t h l e t e o f t h e We e k
Name:
From left to right, Justin Curtis, Dan Bomgarden, Joel Hammond
and Nick Hall
Pikes Peak or Bust Rodeo Cow Milking competitors

At h l e t e o f t h e We e k

Peterson Air Force Base was represented by four of its finest firefighters during the
cow milking competition at the Pikes Peak or Bust Rodeo June 13 and 15.
The four firefighters won the competition during Air Force Space Command Night
June 13, and then proceeded to represent the base during the cow milking finals June
15. The Army team from Fort Carson won the cow milking military championship for
the second consecutive year, but that didn’t stop the Peterson team from enjoying the
experience.
Each of the competitors took time out to talk about why they competed in the competition and what it meant for them to be there.
Joel Hammond: I wanted to do the rodeo because I thought it would be a fun thing
to do, and because it raises money for some very worthy charities. We are doing this to
raise money for the St. Jude’s Burn Hospital. When we came out here, we had no idea
how we would do, but we were glad we were able to win on AFSPC night.
Dan Bomgarden: The first time I ever did a cow milking event was Friday night. It was
very crazy doing the milking. I didn’t realize those cows are that big. It was an awesome time
though, and I would love to do this again someday. I’ll be in Korea next year at this time, but
if I was going to be here, I would definitely want to do this again.
Justin Curtis: I didn’t grow up around animals and this was the first time I ever touched a
cow. The thrill of doing this and the challenge of seeing whether I could do it motivated me
to come out and try. This experience has exceeded my expectations of what I thought it would
be. I had a lot of fun pulling the cow’s head and holding on while it was grunting at me
Nick Hall: The cow ran me over. I think that was probably the raddest thing that has ever
happened to me in my life. I have never been so pumped up with adrenaline. I got knocked
out, but my teammates handled their business and we finished in first place in the AFSPC
competition. After my teammates finished milking the cow and I came around, they carried me over to the judges and gave me the bottle of milk. I didn’t really know what happened until my teammates told me later and I had a chance to see the video. That shows
you this is a team game and my teammates came through.
Compiled by Walt Johnson
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