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Stripes Pub offers new option for Airmen
By Corey Dahl

Photo by Corey Dahl

Space Observer

Food and drink specials and prize giveaways lured
Tech. Sgt. Tracey King to the grand opening of Stripes Pub
Sept. 6.
But, after spending a few minutes at the new pub and
grill at The Club, Sergeant King said it won’t take freebies
to bring him back the next time.
“I’m glad this is here,” he said. “It’s good for morale, gives
the troops something to do. I’ll probably come every couple
weeks now.”
Sergeant King, 21st Services Squadron, likely won’t find
himself alone. Dozens of excited Airmen turned out to celebrate the opening of Stripes, which was built at their suggestion after the Enlisted and Officers’ clubs were
consolidated earlier this year.
Geared to enlisted servicemembers but open to all ranks,
the sports bar features seven HDTVs, which subscribe to the
Direct TV/ NFL Network; two pool tables and Playstation
3 and Wii consoles. Stripes’ grill serves up hamburgers,
sandwiches and wings alongside 99 domestic and imported
beers.
“All of this stuff in here, it was all suggested by the
Airmen,” said Chief Master Sgt. Timothy Omdal, the 21st
Space Wing’s command chief. “The voice of our enlisted
was heard, and this is going to be a great opportunity for
everyone to be able to come and socialize with each other.”
Formerly a room called the O-Zone, used only occasionally for formal banquets and functions, Stripes was renovated
in about 75 days by the 21st Civil Engineering Squadron,
using about $50,000 in funding from 21st Services and Air
Force Space Command.
“It took a lot of collaboration and teamwork,” said Col.
Manuel Hidalgo, commander of the 21st Space Wing’s
Mission Support Group. “Our staff put in a lot of hard labor
to get this done for our Airmen.”

Curtis Clayton, The Club manager, serves up a drink Sept. 6 at the Stripes Pub grand opening. The Pub has a sports bar theme and features Direct TV/
NFL Network, two pool tables and video games. Stripes’ grill serves up hamburgers, sandwiches and wings alongside 99 domestic and imported beers.
All that effort wasn’t lost on Airmen attending the grand
opening. Staff Sgt. Ruben Ayala, who works for the 21st
Contracting Squadron, said he’s grateful the base went to
the trouble of opening a pub here and thinks it will be
something Airmen will be able to enjoy for many years to
come.
“We don’t have as many traditions in the Air Force any-

more,” Sergeant Ayala said. “So this is our chance to start
some.”
(Stripes Pub, located in The Club, is open Monday 11 a.m.
to 10 p.m., Tuesday to Thursday 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday 11
a.m. to 11 p.m. (enlisted personnel only from 3 p.m. to close
on Fridays), and Sunday 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.; closed on
Saturdays. For information, call 556-4181.)

Working dog competition tests K9’s handler protection
By Corey Dahl
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Photo by John Van Winkle

Military working dog Chaky, 21st Security Forces Squadron, gets his man, who refused to exit the vehicle during
the working dog competition at the U.S. Air Force Academy. MWD handler, Staff Sgt. Anthony Davis, 21st SFS,
and Chaky took first place in both the patrol and obedience competitions.
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Police dogs and their human counterparts
converged on Peterson Sept. 7, but they
weren’t here for an emergency – just some
friendly competition.
Seven canine teams gathered at Hangar
119 for an afternoon of explosives detection, part of the fourth annual Rocky
Mountain Canine Trials. Organized by the
U.S. Air Force Academy, the two-day event
pitted roughly 20 dog teams against each
other to compete for titles in areas such as
drug detection, handler protection and
speed.
Drawing agencies from the Colorado
Springs area and up and down the Front
Range, including units from the Department
of Homeland Security, the Florence and
Pueblo police departments and Buckley Air
Force Base, the competition serves mostly as
a morale booster for the handlers and their
canines.
“It’s a camaraderie thing,” said Staff Sgt.
Jonathan Geren, a dog trainer at the
Academy who helped organize the event.
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“It just gets all of the dogs from the area together to show their abilities.”
This year’s competition was the first to
hold events at Peterson. Normally a oneday event held completely at the Air Force
Academy, the competition expanded to two
days this year with portions of the contest
held at the Colorado Springs Airport and
Peterson Air Force Base on Sept. 7. The
competition then wrapped up at the Air
Force Academy Sept. 8.
“Before, we were racing to get everything
done in one day,” said Staff Sgt. Todge Smith,
a canine handler at the Academy. “Breaking
it up gives all of the participating Colorado
Springs agencies a little piece of the pie and
it helped spread the competition out a little
bit.”
While teams who participated in the contest didn’t receive any trophies or qualify to
move up to state or national contests, canines and their handlers who placed in the
competition received certificates and – more
importantly, handlers say – an ego boost.
See K9 page 13

Combined Federal Campaign
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Fallen Soldier
Commentary by Col. Jay Raymond
21st Space Wing commander

I had prepared another article for this week;
however, an event happened recently that compelled me to put that article on the shelf and
share this with you.
A fallen hero returned to Peterson Air Force
Base from Iraq Sept. 11. That hero was Pfc.
Dane R. Balcon, who gave his life serving our
country in support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom. Private Balcon was a member of the
1st Cavalry Division at Fort Hood, Texas, and
was from the Colorado Springs area.
Watching this fallen hero come home on the
anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks that
killed 2,974 other heroes could not help but
make me pause and reflect on the extraordinary sacrifices our servicemembers and their
families have made in keeping our nation safe
from harm.
It was a great honor to represent Peterson as
I stood at attention next to the Army honor
guard, as our nation brought Private Balcon
home to his family. Like all of our fallen warriors, Private Balcon had his own personal rea-

Col.
Jay Raymond
21st Space
Wing
commander
sons for serving his country. While paying
my respects, I had the opportunity to speak
with his mother, Capt. Carla Sizer.
She mentioned that there was a long line
of military service in her family and that
her son was very proud to carry on this tradition. He always had a strong sense of
service before self and it showed in everything he did. This quality was evident given
the fact that he joined the Army knowing
the risks and dangers that accompany military service during wartime. Despite this,
he chose to serve his nation with pride,
dedicating his life to the cause of freedom.

He loved his country more than he loved himself. His legacy of service is a tremendous example to all.
Those who have served and continue to
serve in the Global War on Terror, as well as
those who perished in the 9/11 terrorist attacks,
are a reminder that freedom is not free. We
honor Private Balcon’s memory, and the
memory of all those who have sacrificed in the
name of freedom, by continuing to fight the
Global War on Terror and serving the
American public to the very best of our ability.
We also continue to pray for families who
have lost loved ones and for the families of
those serving today.
In closing, I’d like to pass on my heartfelt
thanks to all the men and women that voluntarily serve in our armed forces. Because of
you, we are able to live in a free country and
have a certain quality of life that others do
not enjoy. The service you provide has a direct
impact on our ability to defeat the enemies
that pose a direct threat to our nation – don’t
ever forget that. Again, thank you for wearing
the uniform and keeping our nation safe.

Articles for the Space Observer should be submitted
to the 21st SW/PAI, Attn: Space Observer. For submission details call the editor at (719) 556-4351 or
DSN 834-4351 or e-mail space.observer@
peterson.af.mil. Deadline for article submission is
noon the Thursday one week before publication.
News brief items must be submitted on-line at
www.peterson.af.mil and will run on a space available basis. All articles, copy and announcements submitted will be edited to conform to AFI Series 35 and
the Associated Press Stylebook and Libel Manual.

21st Space Wing Mission
and Vision

Our Vision
Strength and Preparedness
to Save the Nation.

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Matt Gilreath

Our Mission
Conduct world class space
superiority operations and
provide unsurpassed
installation support and
protection while deploying
Warrior Airmen.

Capt. Carla Sizer, U.S. Air Force Academy Department of Management, renders a salute to her son, Pfc. Dane Balcon, who was killed Sept. 5 in support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom. Private Balcon’s casket arrived at Peterson Sept. 11. He was assigned to the 1st Squadron, 7th Cavalry Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry
Division, Fort Hood, Texas. Captain Sizer remembered her son’s dedication to duty citing “his dream was to serve his country well; he was willing to die for his country.”
Although he was in the Army, he also held himself to Air Force core values, she added. “When he spoke to USAFA cadets, he would encourage them to step up. Even in
high school, he had the highest standards and believed military standards are the foundation of what we do.”

Little People, Big Smiles
Technology with a Caring Touch
Specialized treatment planning for all ages
Treatment under conscious sedation and general-anesthesia
Digital radiography for pinpoint treatment plans and
reduced radiation exposure
Parents can stay with children during treatment
Delta Dental, Tri Care Dental, United Concordia
and Care Credit plans accepted

Healthy Smiles are
Beary Special

Jeﬀ Kahl, DDS
Derek Kirkham, DDS
Committed to
your children’s
oral health!

Welcoming New Patients
9480 Briar Village Point, Suite 301 • (719) 522-0123
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Space officers can add “W” to specialty code
By Trisha Schmalz
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Weapons School, less than 5 percent of them will be selected to
The U.S. Air Force Weapons
attend, according to the schools’
School is not just for aircrew and inWeb site.
telligence officers.
The course is very difficult and
Since 1996, officers from Air Force
those officers who are selected to
Space Command have been atattend must be highly motivated,
tending the weapons school at Nellis
said Major Reeves.
Air Force Base, Nev., and make up
“I definitely recommend the
about 10 percent of the overall class,
school to other space professionals,
said Capt. Phillip Verroco, AFSPC
however, it’s not for everybody,” said
chief of tactics.
Major Zane. “The environment and
According to the 328th Weapons
culture are vastly different from
Squadron fact sheet, the squadron
space command and careful con“integrates, trains and enhances space
sideration and understanding must
capabilities in support of combat op- The Weapons School offers weapons courses for the A-10 Thunderbolt II, the B-1B be applied when weighing whether
erations at the operational level of Lancer, the B-2 Spirit, the B-52 Stratofortress, the EC-130H Compass Call, the KC-135 or not weapons school is a good fit
war, specifically space force enhance- StratoTanker, the C-17 Globemaster II, the C-130 Hercules, the F-15C Eagle and more. for an individual.”
ment and counterspace planning and
The Air Force Weapons School
lets throughout the Air Force.
execution.”
is an intense five-and-a-half month academic
“The five-year payback is specified in Air
For Maj. Frank Zane, AFSPC chief of the
program where space officers have the opporForce Instruction 11-415,” said Captain
Counterspace Range Operations Branch, attunity in a classroom setting to receive handsVerroco. “The requirement is three years contending weapons school was an opportunity he
on training with actual equipment, states the
tinuous, five years total.”
couldn’t pass up.
weapons school fact sheet.
General Chilton, commander of Air Force
“Coming from a pure missile background, I
Those interested in applying for weapons
Space Command understands the importance
wanted to learn what the air side of the house
school can call Captain Verocco at (719) 554of having a weapons school graduate on his staff.
does for a living and how to integrate space ef5341.
“I want a ‘W’ in every squadron on my
fects into the bigger picture,” he said.
Space requirements for weapons school attenwatch,” he said during an office call here with
The goal for AFSPC is to send space profesdance are:
 Must be a first lieutenant with eight years
the Air, Space and Information Operations
sionals to the weapons school and have them
Office in January 2007. “I want our people to
come back and lead AFSPC weapons and tacor less Total Active Federal Commissioned
aspire, compete and come back and run a
tics shops, as well as provide support for space
Service Date.
 Must be a space and missile operator
weapons and tactics shop.”
integration efforts at non-AFSPC organizations,
 Minimum of three years operational expeCaptain Verroco said.
Maj. Allen Reeves, AFSPC deputy chief of
“The 328th WS develops Airmen through
the Weapons and Tactics Branch attended the
rience as a 13SX
 Minimum one year as instructor/evaluator
advanced instructor training in the employweapons school in 2001.
ment of select weapon systems and tactics, tech“I’ve always said I learned more in the six
The weapons school graduates two classes
niques and procedures fundamental to space
months at WS than I did in my undergraduate
each year, one in June and another in
superiority,” he said. “Weapons school graduDecember. To date, 173 space personnel have
and graduate degrees combined,” he said. “It is
ates are awarded the W-prefix to their Air Force
graduated from weapons school, and currently,
a great education, and you get a lot of hands-on
Specialty Code and are collectively known as
seven more officers are scheduled to joint this
experience that prepares a space officer very well
‘patches’ or ‘whiskeys.’“
elite group of officers when they graduate this
for theater operations and weapons and tactics.”
Officers are required to serve time in W-bilDecember.
Of the officers who qualify for the Air Force
U.S. Air Force photo
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chicken, steaks and more. And be sure to bring the
kids. Kids’ Menu prices range from $2.95 to $4.50,
including a soft drink and ice cream sundae for dessert.

15% OFF

With Your Military I.D.
With your military I.D. receive 15% off your total lunch or dinner
food purchase. Not valid with lunch specials, kid's menu, banquets or any
other special promotion or discount and does not apply to the
purchase of any beverages. Offer good for up to
8 persons per party and expires July 31, 2008. Valid only
at the Colorado Springs location.

www.elephantbar.com
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USNORTHCOM hosts Canada, Mexico at influenza conference
By Sgt. 1st Class Gail Braymen
NORAD and USNORTHCOM Public Affairs

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Gail Braymen

Representatives from American, Canadian and Mexican
military and government agencies came to U.S. Northern
Command headquarters this week to discuss their plans
and preparedness for a possible pandemic influenza.
About 80 officials are attending USNORTHCOM’s first
Tri-National Pandemic Influenza Conference.
“Pandemic influenza does not respect borders,” said Capt.
Francisco Averhoff, chief of quarantine and border health
services at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
“It’s clear that it’s necessary, when you talk about this disease, that we need to have a continental strategy and work
together with our partners in Canada and Mexico to make
sure that we can best deal with this.”
Health officials cannot predict if or when a pandemic influenza will develop, but a particularly dangerous strain of avian
flu known as H5N1 is being closely monitored around the
world for signs it may be spreading from human to human.
“North America is a region, and we are close neighbors,”
said Dr. Ethel Palacios Zavala, deputy director of emergency preparedness for international health emergencies
in Mexico’s Ministry of Health. “This (conference) gives us
an opportunity to share what we have been doing in the
preparedness arena for pandemic influenza. It is also an excellent opportunity to meet face-to-face the people that you
have been working with across the phone line or maybe an
e-mail ... and have close personal contact with the other
people in the region.”
In a report on the North American plan for avian and
pandemic influenza released last month at the North
American Leaders’ Summit in Montebello, Quebec, officials from Canada, Mexico and the United States committed
to cooperating with mitigation efforts as much as possible.
That makes USNORTHCOM’s timing for this conference
perfect, said William Horne, secretariat of the pandemic
influenza preparedness committee of Canada’s Department
of Foreign Affairs and International Trade.
“It’s absolutely vital the three countries get together in
very close working relationships,” Horne said. “It was great
of NORTHCOM to host this event and bring us all together
to do that sharing. It would be important anyway, but it fits
so nicely with the release of that report.
“I think it’s a golden opportunity for those of us to make per-

Dr. Ethel Palacios Zavala, deputy director of emergency preparedness for international health emergencies in Mexico’s Ministry of Health, answers a
question during a panel discussion at U.S. Northern Command’s Tri-National Pandemic Influenza Conference, Sept. 5. Also on the panel were William
Horne, center, secretariat of the pandemic influenza preparedness committee of Canada’s Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, and
William Lyerly Jr., director of international affairs and special assistant for global health security to the assistant secretary for health affairs, U.S.
Department of Homeland Security. About 80 officials from Canada, Mexico and the United States attended the conference at Peterson Air Force Base.
sonal contacts with other people who are working in this field.”
Government and health officials are better prepared to deal
with the consequences of a pandemic influenza since the outbreak of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome, or SARS, in
2002 and 2003, Averhoff said.
“I think we had a large wake-up call with SARS,” Averhoff
said. “When SARS happened a few years ago, we realized that
infectious diseases can transverse the world ... very quickly
through air travel. And there’s a need for rapid coordination
of activities between countries. With that experience, I think
pandemic influenza preparedness has been really unique
in the way people are actually proactively trying to deal
with these issues before it happens as opposed to reactively.”
The mission of USNORTHCOM is homeland defense

Here’s to YOUR next

{ thousand miles }
Ent Auto Loans
We know how valuable your time is and we’ll help you save more of it. You can finance your next auto loan purchase
right at the dealership without the hassle of pre-applying. All you have to do is make sure to ask to finance through Ent.
Don’t worry if you’re not already a member, the dealer can even help you establish your Ent membership. It couldn’t be
faster or easier. Don’t get your auto loan the hard way, simply “ask for Ent.”

Ent.com : : Colorado Springs (719) 574-1100
7082-DHA04/07

Pueblo (719) 542-5276 : : Toll-free 800-525-9623

We do business in accordance with the Federal Fair
Housing Law and the Equal Credit Opportunity Act

Ent is a community-chartered credit union. Ent is a trade name of Ent Federal Credit Union.
Equal Opportunity Lender • Federally Insured by NCUA • © Ent Federal Credit Union, 2007

and civil support. The command conducts operations to
deter, prevent, defeat and mitigate threats and aggression
aimed at the United States, its territories and interests within
the assigned area of responsibility and, as directed by the
President or Secretary of Defense, provides military assistance to civil authorities including consequence management
operations.
USNORTHCOM is responsible for execution-level planning in response to a pandemic influenza within its geographic area of responsibility. The command is also
responsible for creating the Department of Defense Global
Synchronization Plan that will synchronize worldwide operations to mitigate and contain the effects of a pandemic
influenza.

6

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, September 13, 2007

B a s e

tenance until the takeover date. For information, call the
housing office at 556-7946 or 597-7200.

Warren Brainard at 474-2305.

Free theatre tickets
Free tickets to the Colorado Festival of World Theatre are
available to military members through The National
Homeland Defense Foundation. The shows will be held Sept.
21 to 30 and include “Truth in Translation,” Beautiful Girls,”
“The Broadway Songs I Love,” “Avner the Eccentric,” and “A
Mountain Celebration.” Military members can submit ticket
requests to military@cfwt.org; go to www.coloradofestival.org
for information.

Racquetball championship
The International Racquetball Tour is having a Military
Racquetball Championship Sept. 12 to 16 at Lynmar Racquet
& Health Club and the Downtown YMCA of Colorado
Springs. The tournament is open to active duty, guard and
reservists only. For information or to register, call Master
Sgt. Ray Cordero at 554-1243.

Spouse career, information fair
There is a spouse career and information fair from 9 a.m.
to noon Sept. 14 in the Building 350 atrium. For information, contact Beverly Price at 556-6141.

Tailgate party
Team Pete Tailgaters is having tailgate parties at the Air
Force Academy for Falcon home games. Enjoy free food
and football fun at the stadium; enter the North Gate, park
in Lot 4 and walk to Spot 2 near Gate 4. Dates are Oct. 6 and
20, and Nov. 3 and 17. Visit http://goairforcefalcons.cstv.com
for a complete schedule and game times. Team Pete volunteers are needed to set up and cook at the tailgate parties on
Oct. 20 and Nov. 17. For information or to volunteer, call

Lt. Col. Pete L. Ramirez
USAFR (RET)
Trial Lawyer

• Accidents • Personal Injury
• Catastrophic Injury
Over 30 Years Experience
Retired Reserve USAF JAG

FREE CONSULTATION

B r i e f s

(303) 424-6500

National public lands day
All national parks offer free admission Sept. 29 in celebration of National Public Lands Day. For information about these
and other specific projects, go to www.publiclandsday.org.

Space history lecture
Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum is having a space history lecture at 2 p.m. Sept. 15 at the museum, located at 215
S. Tejon St. The guest speaker is Col. Martin France, U.S. Air
Force Academy professor and head of the Department of
Astronautics. Colonel France will address “A Short History of
Military Space on the Front Range.” Admission is free, but reservations are encouraged. For information, call 385-5990.

Peterson Spouses Club
The Peterson Spouses Club is hosting Bunko/Membership
Night from 6 to 9 p.m. Sept. 20 at The Club. Cost is $10 and
includes light hors d’oeuvres. To RSVP by Sept. 18 call
Shannon Rogers at 495-7516.

Professional development
The Professional Development Center’s new Community
of Practice site has information on all its programs and
courses. Register for classes online and more at
https://afkm.wpafb.af.mil/teampetePDC.

Evaluation cutoff date

Free football tickets

To ensure all eligible enlisted Airmen are provided equitable and fair promotion consideration, all Airmen eligible
for promotion in the CY08E5 cycle must have a revised enlisted performance report on file as of the promotion eligibility cutoff date, March 31, 2008. The CSS will administer
the unit performance report program to include suspenses,
tracking, updating and sending reports to AFPC. For information, call 556-6266/4008.

The Air Force Academy athletic department offers free
tickets for active duty military (enlisted only) to all sporting
events. Tickets are available the week of the event only (limit
two per person, per event), and must be picked up at least
48 hours before the event. For information, call 333-3951; or
call 472-1895 to reserve tickets (week of event only).

Welcome expo
The Peterson Spouses Club hosts Welcome Expo 2007
from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Sept. 18 at The Club. The event offers
a variety of local small businesses and base support agencies, as well as door prizes throughout the event. For information call Amy Wren at 388-1404.

NAF sale
Non-appropriated funds is having a sale from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. Sept. 14 at The Club Annex. A general list of sale items
will be available Sept. 7 at www.21svs.com. Accepted forms of
payment are limited to cash, personal check, and Visa and
MasterCard. All purchases must be removed by 4 p.m. Sept. 14.

Housing privatization date change
The date for the privatized housing change over has been
rescheduled to Sept. 17. Residents must continue lawn main-

Hispanic Heritage committee meets
The Hispanic Heritage Committee meets at 3 p.m. every
Wednesday in the Building 350 atrium. The group needs
volunteers to help with Hispanic Heritage Observance Month
(Sept. 15 to Oct. 15). For information contact Master Sgt.
Art Figeroa at 556-1623.

Air Force birthday
The U.S. Air Force’s 60th birthday celebration is 6 p.m.
Sept. 21 at The Club. The theme is Heritage to Horizons:
Commemorating 60 Years of Air & Space Power. The event
is sponsored by the 21st and 50th space wings; contact first
sergeants for information and tickets.

DASH offers free rides
Drive a Servicemember Home, formerly known as EADD,
offers free rides from 10 p.m. to 3 a.m. Fridays and Saturdays,
including holidays. The program is open to all ranks and
services. Call 55 NO DUI for a free ride.

Gentle Dental Care
Howard Short, D.M.D.
Accepting
United Concordia Insurance
for military families!

Italian Ice Cream
Chocolate Hazelnut, Stracciatella,
Tiramisu, Zuppa Englese, (so much more),
DQGIUXLWÀDYRUVWKDWDUHODFWRVHDQG
GDLU\IUHHLWVDGGLFWLYH

CALL
FOR APPOINTMENT!

719-574-7631

Only Gelatoria in Colorado Springs!

5739 Constitution Ave.
(SW corner Constitution and
Powers next to Walgreens)

Now Open in Briargate

8816 N. Union Blvd • 719-282-3135
in Albertsons Plaza

Hours: Tues. - Sat. 12pm - 9pm • Sun. 12pm - 6pm • Mon. Closed

WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU GOT PAID TO GO SHOPPING?
INTRODUCING RAINBOW REWARDSSM
A CHECK CARD THAT PAYS CASH BACK
WHEN YOU SHOP AT LOCAL & NATIONAL ONLINE MERCHANTS
WATCH FOR THE OPENING OF YOUR
NEWEST BRANCH

5937 Constitution Ave.

AT THE CORNER OF

UNION & ACADEMY!

593-8600
www.aafcu.com

In Colorado Springs, Monument,
Fountain, & on the USAFA

*With any AAFCU personal checking account. Membership requirements apply. Other restrictions may apply. Federally insured by NCUA.
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By Staff Sgt. Derrick M. Gildner
302nd Airlift Wing Public Affairs

Citizen Airman, dietitian, writer, NFL cheerleader, and
public relations executive in Washington, D.C. for personnel
in the Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard, that’s an average week for U.S. Air Force reservist Senior Airman Jessica
Andrews. The 29 year-old was recently named one of the Hills
most beautiful people and acquired a position at Fed-Ex
Field for this NFL season.
The former 302nd Airlift Wing Aeromedical Staging
Squadron troop met Lt. General John A. Bradley’s, Air Force
Reserve commander challenge for airman to become “communication ambassadors” with an interesting twist. As the
NFL season approaches Airman Andrews will take to the
stadium to cheer on the three time Super Bowl Champions,
Washington Redskins as a Redskin Ambassador.
Although her day job keeps her busy with Congress as a
public relations manager for The Fleet Reserve Association,
she still puts on the uniform the for Reserve at the 459th
Aeromedical Staging Squadron as a diet therapy technician
at Andrews Air Force Base, Md.

Airman Andrews also joined the ranks of a few other
movers and shakers on Capitol Hill by being named one of
the Hill’s most beautiful people this summer putting her
alongside some of the brightest and influential people in
the Nations capitol.
Cheerleading is a natural talent for Airman Andrews
either by land, sea or air.
“Without question, the best aspect of my day job is communication with senior leadership in the military,” said
Airman Andrews, “To get face time with people I used to
only read about in the media is just surreal. As a Redskins
Ambassador I get to promote the NFL, support special
events and charity causes. On unit training assemblies I get
to participate with the Reserve, which are the same people
I get to rally for with Congress.”
“I’ve been impressed with her willingness to go after something she wants,” said Capt. Samuel W. Downs, 302nd ASTS
health administrator. “Jessica wanted to be in Washington,
D.C. to pursue her love for politics and when the opportunity presented itself she took the chance or risk few of us take
to follow her dream.”

U.S. Air Force photo

Former 302nd reservist more than meets the eye

Senior Airman Jessica Andrews is presented a SECAF coin from John
Wheeler, Assistant to the Secretary of the Air Force, in appreciation for
her recent accomplishments with communicating the Citizen Airman message and representing the Reserve in and out of uniform.
The article on Airman Andrews can be found at
http://thehill.com. Then click on the 50 most beautiful link.

The Power to Amaze Yourself

The ﬁrst loan that rewards you
for paying it back

ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY
AND SPOUSES SPECIAL

66% OFF
the Service Fee
5 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
COLORADO SPRINGS
218 E. Cheyenne Mtn Blvd. .............................226-2485
5719 Constitution Ave......................................574-4111
2224 E. Pikes Peak Ave......................................667-1171

SECURITY/FOUNTAIN
6912 Mesa Ridge Pkwy. ...................................392-6700
328 Main.................................................................392-5504

Introducing the NewPath Loan

SM

Money for now | Saving for the future | Education for life
Pioneer Services, the military division of MidCountry Bank, now offers a simple,
affordable $1,000 loan with a bonus: a $50 reward* in a savings account for paying
off the loan on time. It’s called the NewPath Loan — a one-time, non-renewable
SM

loan that can’t be “rolled over,” so it offers manageable payments and a deﬁnite
payoff date. And every loan comes with free ﬁnancial ﬁtness education. To apply
for the NewPath Loan, visit your nearest Pioneer Services ofﬁce. It might be the
most rewarding loan ever.

Engineering, Technology
and Security Clearance

CAREER EXPO
September 25, 2007
10 am - 3 pm
Hyatt Regency Tech Center - Denver
7800 East Tufts Avenue, Denver CO 80237
Candidates must have at least 2 years of related
industry experience and US citizenship to attend.
Some employers will require an active clearance.
Candidates with active clearance, military and retired
military personnel are encouraged to attend.

MEET FACE-TO-FACE WITH THESE
LOCAL AND NATIONAL EMPLOYERS!

Visit us today:
2710 S Academy Blvd | Colorado Springs, CO
M-F 0900-1800 S 1000-1400
719.391.1111 | PioneerServices.com

*$50 reward in a NewPath Savings Account sm becomes available when the loan is paid off by the original maturity date. © 2007. All loan applications subject to our credit policies.
No ofﬁcial US military endorsement is implied. MidCountry Bank is a member FDIC. mc-rel-046

Ames Construction Inc.
Ingersoll Rand
ATK Launch Systems
Jacobs
Black & Veatch
Nolte Associates, Inc.
El Paso Corporation
Raytheon Corporation
Fluor Corp.
The SHAW Group Inc.
Hukari Technical Services, Inc.
Hunt Patton & Brazeal
and more!
Employers will be recruiting for: Electrical, Mechanical, Civil,
Systems, Network, IT, Program Managers, SW/HW, QA, Satellite,
Aerospace, Aircraft, Contract Specialists, Logistics, CONOPS,
RF/Radar, Communications, Design/Development, Stress &
Structures, Reliability, Maintainability, Military Ops, Test, SATCOM,
Signal Analysts, Space Systems, Info Ops, DSCS/MILSTAR Techs,
ASTAC, Systems Administrators, Technicians, and related disciplines.

Employers interested call 877/842-3976 x18
Jobseekers call 877/842-3976 x17
www.expoexpertsllc.com
If you cannot attend, email your resume to:
resume@expoexpertsllc.com

Browse the Colorado Power Classifieds at www.csmng.com
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Power Hour program makes homework fun, easy
By Corey Dahl
Space Observer

Like most eight year olds, Michael isn’t
too fond of homework.
“It isn’t fun for me,” he said. “You have to
do it at home and you have it every day.”
But the Power Hour program at Peterson’s
Youth Center is trying to change the minds
of kids like Michael.
Every Monday through Thursday after
school, kids from kindergarten to high
school can stop by the center for one-onone tutoring with Youth Center staff and
peers. Kids who don’t have homework or
finish their homework before Power Hour
is over participate in educational activities
such as producing a Youth Center
newsletter or using the center’s SAT and

“With Power Hour, the
parents know where their
kids are, they know how to
get a hold of them, they
know that they’re safe.”
Erin Clapper, youth programmer
ACT prep materials.
For each educational activity kids participate in, they earn points that can be redeemed for prizes including goody bags and
gift cards. Kids are also rewarded for
reaching point goals as a group with pizza
parties or ice cream socials.
“The points keep them motivated,” said

Mayrim Lopez, who runs the Power Hour
program for the center’s kindergarten
through third-graders. “They like to look
at their points and see how much they’ve
earned. It makes homework exciting.”
It also makes life easier for parents, said
Erin Clapper, youth programmer at the
center. Moms and dads don’t have to worry
about what their kids are doing after
school, she said, and they also don’t have
to hound them about getting their homework done.
“With Power Hour, the parents know
where their kids are, they know how to get
a hold of them, they know they’re safe,” Ms.
Clapper said. “And the kids can get all
they’re stuff done, earn prizes and then just
go play.”

The program has worked for Michael.
Working on his math homework Sept. 5,
Michael said schoolwork isn’t as boring
when he gets it done during Power Hour.
“It’s more fun to do it here because you
have kids to help you and a counselor to
help you,” he said. “At home, you just have
your parents.”
(Power Hour runs from 4 to 5 p.m.,
Mondays through Thursdays at the Youth
Center. The Power Hour program for kids
eight years and older is free to Youth Center
members. Non-members can participate by
purchasing a $2 daily visitor pass. Children
in kindergarten through third-grade can participate in Power Hour through the center’s
after-school child care program. For information, call the Youth Center at 556-7220.)

Military Insurance
Accepted

Just Call Me Dr “H”!!

Featuring
Accepting New Patients
Friendly & Helpful Staff

25% OFF
RECORDS FEE
With This Ad

Dayle Hartgerink
DDS, MS (Dr. “H”)
Dr. “H”, Retired USAF,
Board Certiﬁed Orthodontist

I Understand The
Unique Challenges That
Military Families Face!

7560 Rangewood #200 – near Woodmen
15435 Gleneagle #200 – near Baptist

(719) 596-3113
www.RangewoodOrthodontics.com • www.DamonBraces.com

Bank from Home OR
Around the World with Internet Banking

FREE SERVICES

Thank You For
Your Service

• FREE Internet Banking

Fountain Valley’s
Community Bank

• FREE Bill Pay
• FREE Basic Checking

410 S. Santa Fe
Fountain, CO 80817

(719) 382-5643
www.coloradomountainbank.com
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Peterson to spend week honoring POWs, MIAs
By Corey Dahl
Space Observer

And you thought running for an hour
was tough.
On Sept. 20, dozens of Airmen here will
participate in a 24-hour run to recognize
POW/MIA week.
Trading off every half hour, 48 different
teams will run around Peterson carrying
the POW/MIA flag. They’ll end at the Base
Chapel on Sept. 21, capping the relay off
with a ceremony honoring POWs and
MIAs.
“It just really shows the community that
we want to recognize these people,” said
Tech. Sgt. Melissa Hargis, publicity chair
for the POW/MIA week committee. “Even
at a time when most of us would rather be
sleeping, we’re out there remembering what
people before us have done.”
The run is just one of several activities
taking place here during POW/MIA week,
which begins Sept. 17. Peterson has traditionally held just one ceremony to recognize the week, but this year is holding five
days of events in honor of the Air Force’s
60th birthday.
“This year, with it being the anniversary
of the Air Force, we wanted to make it

something really special,”
Sergeant Hargis said. “More
events just give everyone in
Team Pete a chance to participate at least once.”
The committee of Air
Force Sergeant’s Association
members organizing the
event has already seen a huge
outpouring of support in the
course of planning POW/
MIA week.
Senior
Master
Sgt.
Thomas Pavlick, co-chair of
the committee, said he
hardly had to ask base units
for help when planning activities.
Units from Security
Forces and the Medical
Support Squadron are
helping out with the 24-hour
run; Soldiers from Fort
Carson will be assisting with
some events; and the
Fountain Lions Club will be
passing out POW/MIA car magnets.
Sergeant Pavlick said the response wasn’t
a surprise, though, because the week strikes

POW/MIA Week events:
Sept. 17 – Reveille ceremony at 6:45
a.m., Vosler Non-Commissioned Officers
Academy.
Sept. 18 – POW/MIA vigil, 7 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., Base Chapel. U.S. servicemembers’
names will be read non-stop throughout
the day.
Sept. 19 – Operation Gate Guard at 6:30
a.m., North and East gates. Former POWs
and Lion’s Club members will hand out
POW/MIA car magnets. Info table, 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m., Base Exchange.
Sept. 20 – Retreat and start of 24-hour
POW/MIA run at 12:45 p.m., Vosler
Noncommissioned Officers Academy.

Sept. 21 – POW/MIA remembrance ceremony at 1 p.m., Base Chapel.
a chord with many people.
“Everyone, no matter where they work, has
been willing to come out and help with

these events,” he said. “Being military members or former military members, it’s something that’s always close to our hearts.”

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!

Secure a position up to two years
in advance through the
Troops to Teachers

HIRE-IN-ADVANCE
PROGRAM!
$10,000 bonus available for those eligible!!
Contact:
Meghan Diderrich
Hire-in-Advance Program Director
1-800-438-6851
mdiderrich@mwttt.com

• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.
referral is
No Primary Care
call for
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Sim
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The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.
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WE DO FULL AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE & REPAIR ON
ALL CARS & TRUCKS (FOREIGN & DOMESTIC)
Mention this ad & receive an extra 5% OFF service
repairs to your vehicle.

HOT SUSPENSION DEALS

JEEP

Cherokee 3"......................$1109.99 Installed
Wrangler 3" YJ..................$1109.99 Installed
Wrangler TJ ......................$1449.99 Installed

GEAR PACKAGES

BIG TRUCKS
Ford 4" • 6" • 8" Systems
Chevy All On Sale!
Dodge Call For Pricing

HUGE WARN SALE
XD9000i w/roller ............. $849.99
Lg. Recovery Kits ........... $254.99
Snatch Blocks #61560.... $59.99
Receiver Shackles.......... $44.99
Med. Recovery Kits ........ $189.99

Most vehicles,
$1200 Installed!
Includes:
BOTH Axles &
Bearing Kit,
ANY RATIO!!

TIRE & WHEEL PACKAGES
BFG
SWAMPERS
GOODYEAR
PRO-COMP

XTREME WHEELS
AMERICAN RACING
KMC
& MORE!

The Oldest and Best 4x4 Center in Colorado Springs
1920 East Pikes Peak Avenue
(719) 475-8057
Check Us Out On The Web

www.tanner4x4.com
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Annual CFC kicks off

www.prcnet.com
®

Open
House

Saturday, September 15th, 10am - 2pm
/HDUQZK\ZH·UHDQHPSOR\HURIFKRLFH
for thousands of people. We offer you
D XQLTXH RSSRUWXQLW\ WR JURZ \RXU
FDUHHULQDSURIHVVLRQDOHQYLURQPHQW

Now Hiring

•Inbound Sales Representatives (FT/PT)
•Inbound Customer Service Representatives (FT/PT)
•Bilingual Inbound Customer Service Representatives (FT/PT) (ENG/SPN)

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas
– The 2007 Combined Federal Campaign
runs for six consecutive weeks Sept. 1
through Dec. 15 for both continental United
States and overseas bases.
The Local Federal Coordinating
Committee will establish exact dates and
campaign goals in each geographic area; this
information will be available through installation CFC project officers.
Last year, federal employees and military
personnel donated more than $271.6 million to the CFC. Contributions can be in
cash, check or by payroll deduction.
Military and civilian personnel who are deployed or will be deployed during the campaign will participate in the overseas CFC at
their deployed location where they will have
access to the same national and international charities. Those people who wish to

donate to local charities may donate to charities at the deployed location, or if married,
they may obtain a spousal CFC power of attorney to complete local contribution forms
at their home base.
The CFC was established in 1961 and is the
largest workplace charity campaign in the
country. This annual fall fund-raising drive
allows nearly 4 million federal employees and
military personnel to contribute to thousands
of local and national nonprofit organizations.
On average, one in four federal employees
or their dependents will benefit from the
CFC charities this year alone, according to
CFC officials. Donors may designate which
charities receive their money by filling out
a pledge card.
Local CFC project officers have more information. The CFC Web site is at
www.opm.gov/cfc.

•Call Center Team Managers
•Talent Acquisition Interviewer
•Talent Acquisition Recruiter
•Mission Control Manager (Force Desk Manager)
•Mission Control Specialist (Force Desk)

Must pass a background check and drug test. Please apply by emailing
your resume to springsjobs@prcnet.com or come in Monday - Friday
from 9am - 6pm.

Colorado Springs Center:
&RUSRUDWH'ULYH
&RORUDGR6SULQJV&2
springsjobs@prcnet.com
3
)

*UHDW%HQHÀWV

Medical, Dental, Disability Insurance,
3DUWQHU%HQHÀWV N ZLWK(PSOR\HU
Match, Paid Training, Paid Time Off,
Holiday Pay, Tuition Reimbursement,
and more!

be PRC
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Direct TV Sunday TicketTM
Catch all your favorite games

Ask about
specials
$2.50
Coorsour
Light
drafts
Great football
game day menu
I-25 AT
WOODMEN RD.
719.593.7678

TEJON BETWEEN
BIJOU & KIOWA
719.634.8812

ACADEMY AND
AUSTIN BLUFFS
719.536.0633

POWERS AND
N. CAREFREE
719.591.8994

AFPC releases improved
force development tool
RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas
– On Sept. 14, the Air Force Personnel
Center will launch the Airmen Development
Plan. The ADP is a new web-based decision
support tool designed to integrate numerous
force development tools, including electronic records, duty histories and assignment preferences, into one platform.
Phase one of the ADP, launched in
September, will apply to active duty officers
and will replace the transitional Officer
Development Plan. In February 2008, phase
two will replace the transitional Civilian
Development Plan and will also incorporate the developmental education nomination process.
“This tool will provide consistencies in
the force developmental process and will
give the members, senior raters and career
field managers an easier program to articulate and match career goals with mission requirements,” said Maj. Gen. Tony
Przybyslawski, AFPC commander.
Officers can access the ADP via the AFPC
secure website and the Air Force Portal. The
ADP will be the one tool for all active duty
officers and civilians to convey desired assignment, professional development, intermediate and senior developmental
education, and leadership preferences to
senior raters and development teams.
When development teams review Airmen
careers, they will use the ADP to ‘vector’

Airmen into the right experiences or the
right education to meet their career goals
and the needs of the Air Force. Through this
new system, senior raters and development
teams will have access to personnel records,
performance and training reports, and decoration citations online.
Employing a single-system capability, the
ADP enables senior raters to better manage
and nominate military and civilian personnel for command, leadership and developmental education opportunities.
“This new capability will allow Airmen
and their senior leaders to better communicate career desires and close the feedback
loop between the individual, senior rater
and developmental team,” said General
Przybyslawski.
As part of the ADP implementation plan,
effective Sept. 10, officers will no longer be
able to access T-ODPs in AMS. Data from
T-ODPs posted at AFPC will be transferred
onto the ADP platform. Information in TODPs not received by AFPC, such as draft
T-ODPs, will not transfer. Officers are highly
encouraged to retain a hard copy of their
current T-ODP in the event any data is lost
during the transition.
The Air Force has also established a web
page on the Air Force Portal where enlisted
personnel can create their own development
plan. The page can be accessed by typing
“MyEDP” in the search function.

TSP adds account number
feature, improves security
RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas
– The Thrift Savings Plan will begin using
account numbers to improve individual account holder security effective in October.
TSP officials will mail new account numbers to participants in September replacing
the use of Social Security numbers as the
primary means to identify current civilian
and active duty military participants.
Account holders will use their account
number and TSP Web password or
ThriftLine personal identification number
to log into the Account Access section of
the TSP Web site or the ThriftLine.
“To prepare for this change, all account
holders should make sure the TSP has your
correct mailing address,” said Janet Thomas,
human resource specialist at the Air Force

Personnel Center here.
Air Force civilians and active duty military members can update their address via
the Defense Finance and Accounting Service
myPay Web application https://mypay.dfas.
mil/mypay.aspx. Address changes submitted
via myPay automatically flow to the TSP and
update your TSP record. (Only those participants retired or separated from service
can submit address changes directly to TSP.)
After logging into myPay, click on
“Correspondence Address.” Enter your correct address and save the changes. If you are
unable to access myPay, submit your address change through your payroll office
customer service representative at your base.
TSP officials sent a letter to all participants in August advising of this change.

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, September 13, 2007

www.peterson.af.mil

Djibouti schoolchildren
offered brighter future
By Army Sgt. Brandon McCarty
Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa Public Affairs

DJIBOUTI CITY, Djibouti (AFPN) –
Officials from Combined Joint Task ForceHorn of Africa held a ribbon-cutting ceremony Sept. 6 dedicating new educational
facilities for the schoolchildren of Balbala,
Djibouti.
Projects for the Balbala and Goubetto
primary schools were handed-over during
the dedication ceremony to the local community for their care.
“(These) new school addition(s) represent opportunity,” said Army Brig. Gen.
Sanford Holman, the CJTF-HOA deputy
commander. “Here stands the opportunity to influence and improve the knowledge, welfare and stability of future
generations of Djiboutians. CJTF-HOA
stands committed to fostering regional
stability where people can receive an education, learn, grow and share with others
what they have learned.”
Hundreds of students welcomed General
Holman and W. Stuart Symington, the U.S.
Ambassador to Djibouti, to the dedication

with cheering and shouting as they arrived.
Ambassador Symington was all smiles after
being fitted with a flower necklace, made
by the children.
The Balbala primary school upgrades
included new classrooms, a stocked library, bathroom facilities, a stage area for
plays and a new power supply.
The Goubetto primary school upgrades
consisted of four classrooms, a kitchen, food
preparation area and a new dining room.
“The instrument of hope for the
Djiboutian children is education,” the ambassador said. “The essentials that they
are being taught are a light on the path of
their future.”
The project, financed by CJTF-HOA
and built by Enterprise Aden Ali Company
Construction, ran from May 7 to Aug. 7.
Nearly 1,400 local area children attend
the schools, which also received a new coat
of paint from servicemembers of CJTFHOA to brighten up the learning facility.
“I trust that this school will be a source
of pride for the people of Balbala for many
years to come,” General Holman said.

K9: Competition results
Building search

From page 1

Dog competition results
Top bomb dog (bomb only)
1st – Wayne Strader and
Rex/Colorado Springs Police
Department
2nd – Brian Williamson and
Cinta/Department of Homeland
Security
3rd – Bill Owen and Bobby/CSPD

Top drug dog (drug only)
1st – Luis Saiz and Taz/Department of
Corrections
2nd – John Rogers and Brandy/DOC

Top dog (patrol)
1st – Staff Sgt. Anthony Davis and
Chaky/Peterson AFB
2nd – Staff Sgt. Dustin Webster and
Rocky/U.S. Air Force Academy
3rd – Terry Brown and Hans/DOC

Obedience/obedience course
1st – Staff Sgt. Anthony Davis and
Chaky/PAFB
2nd – Staff Sgt. Dustin Webster and
Rocky/USAFA
3rd – Senior Airman Gary Resta and
Aghbar/USAFA

1st – Staff Sgt. Scott Roberts and
Paki/PAFB
2nd – Staff Sgt. Dustin Webster and
Rocky/USAFA
3rd – Terry Brown and Hans/DOC
Handler protection
1st – Senior Airman Ron Harden and
Arno/Buckley AFB
2nd – Sgt. Michael Cooley and
Dasty/Fort Carson
3rd – Staff Sgt. Dustin Webster and
Rocky/USAFA
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719-392-5111
6436 Highway 85/87 Suite C,
Fountain, CO 80817
*Behind Applebees

By Staff Sgt. Monique Randolph
Secretary of the Air Force Office of Public Affairs

“With the guide, they can
quickly familiarize
themselves with key
warning signs and helpful
actions in just a few
minutes”

WASHINGTON (AFPN) – Air Force officials introduced 12 monthly initiatives in
April to help Air Force members effectively
manage stress, and July’s initiative is “The
Leader’s Guide to Managing Personnel in
Distress.”
Lt. Col. Steven Pflanz, chief of Air Force
The guide was created to help supervisors,
suicide prevention
first sergeants and commanders recognize
distress-related behaviors, provide support to
Airmen in need and work with installation
selves with key warning signs and helpful
helping agencies to meet those needs.
actions in just a few minutes. The guide’s
The guide provides a range of supportive
checklists provide a convenient, quick reintervention methods, resources and stratesource for leaders.”
gies for helping Airmen in distress.
For more information, contact the base
“Air Force leaders often face Airmen in dissuicide prevention program manager. The
tress from a wide variety of life stressors,” said
“Leader’s Guide” is available on CD-ROM
Lt. Col. Steven Pflanz, the chief of the Air
and can be obtained from the base suicide
Force suicide prevention program. “While
prevention program manager.
the guide is not required reading, leaders
will benefit from having a quick reference
at their fingertips to help these Airmen.”
The guide covers 35 topics related to
distress ranging from alcohol and drug
abuse to recognizing suicidal behaviors.
It focuses on helping leaders employ
awareness and intervention strategies
before a person has reached a debilitating
stress level.
“The ‘Leader’s Guide’ is not intended
to be a read-from-cover-to-cover resource, but rather a quick and ready reference when confronted with Airmen
suffering from distress,” Colonel Pflanz
said. “It is a powerful tool for commanders and supervisors.
“Leaders may not have time to research an issue before they talk to an
Airman in crisis,” he said. “With the
guide, they can quickly familiarize themLeader’s Guide for Managing Personnel In Distress

RENT SPECIALS ON SELECT
3 BEDROOM HOMES!
3 BEDROOM / 1 BATH - 1,091 SF JUST $950/MONTH

Area search

nces
Most Insura
Accepted

Come See Dr. Janet and Dr. Rick

Leader’s guide helps supervisors
manage personnel in distress

U.S. Air Force Illustration

“It’s mostly about the bragging rights,”
said Colorado Springs police officer
Robert Strader. “You know – my dog is
better than your dog. That sort of thing.”

1st – Terry Brown and Hans/DOC
2nd – Staff Sgt. Anthony Davis and
Chaky/PAFB
3rd – Senior Airman Gary Resta and
Aghbar/USAFA
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Same Day
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Emergency V
Hablamos Esp
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3 BEDROOM / 1 BATH - 1,174 SF JUST $1050/MONTH
MILITARY FAMILIES ARE ELIGIBLE
MUST MOVE IN BY 10/15/2007
LIMITED TIME SPECIAL VALID FROM 9/7/2007 - 9/22/2007

No Security Deposit
or Application Fee
Utilities Included
Great Schools
• Pay No Security Deposit or Application Fee
• Unﬁnished Basements in Each Home
• Gas, Electric, Water, Sewer and Trash
Included in Rent
• Free Renter’s Insurance
• Pet Friendly—most breeds accepted
• Large Backyards with Plenty of Room to Roam
• Lawn Mowing Included
• 24-Hour Maintenance Service
• Planned Resident Activities
• Private Carport or Garage Included
• Beautiful Views of the Colorado Rocky
Mountains
• Easy access to I-25 and Downtown
Colorado Springs
• District 20 Schools
CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION!

719.867.9688

See why our residents love
us, visit us online at:

www.USAFALiving.com

VISIT OUR RELOCATION OFFICE:
6556 W. Columbine Drive
USAF Academy
Colorado Springs, CO 80840
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Schriever wins military challenge softball championship
By Walt Johnson
CSMNG

Photo by Walt Johnson

Schriever Air Force Base’s all-star softball team used an outstanding offense and
great defense to capture the 2007 Rocky
Mountain Softball championship at
Peterson Air Force Base Saturday.
The Schriever team was the only team to
go through the round-robin tournament
undefeated. Fort Carson finished second
with two victories, Peterson was third with
one victory and the Air force Academy was
the only team to go through the tournament without winning a game.
Mike Coats, Peterson intramural sports
director, said the tournament was a continuation of the military challenge series that
began a little more than a year ago when
Peterson AFB, Schriever AFB and the Air
Force Academy softball champions met at
Peterson.
The competition continued this year with
a volleyball challenge game at Schriever in
June that was won by Peterson.
The idea is to have each of the core sports
played by the installations in Colorado
Springs to determine the overall champion
of that sport for the local area.
Schriever came into the tournament with
one of the top teams in the state and the
path to the title saw it looking across the
field at a Fort Carson team that many, including Schriever coach Joey Quiorz, also feel
is one of the best military teams in the state.
After the first inning, the game was a two run
affair with Schriever holding a 5-3 lead.
In the top half of the second inning,
Schriever put the game out of reach by
scoring 12 runs to take a 17-3 lead. Fort
Carson scored five runs in the bottom of the
second inning to close the gap to 17-8, but
then Schriever scored 23 runs over the next

A runner for the Air Force Academy softball team, right, is forced at second base during action against Peterson’s
team Saturday morning at the Peterson sports and fitness center.
three innings to pull out a 40-14 victory.
Quiroz said the ability to defeat the Fort
Carson team was a shot in the arm his team
rode to the championship.
“The first game we played against Fort
Carson was out key game because they are
one of the best teams in the state,” Quiroz
said. “When we were able to come out and
put 40 runs on them it just set us up for the
rest of the day. We felt like we were going to
have a good day after that and we did.”
While Schriever was defeating Fort
Carson, Peterson was defeating the Air

Force Academy 35-17 and there was talk
that the championship would come down to
Peterson and Schriever. Peterson coach Billy
McCoy said his team played well in the first
game, but he also knew it would have a
tough game to play against Fort Carson in
its next game.
A victory by Schriever and Peterson
would set up a match-up of the two teams
that blasted its first round opponents for the
championship. Schriever did its part by defeating the Air Force Academy 32-26.
Peterson, however, could not hold up its end

as the potent offensive attack it showed in its
first game all but died in the second game as
Fort Carson defeated Peterson 23-6.
The Carson victory was even more impressive when you take into account it had
17 runs on the board before the Peterson
team scored its first run.
The victory by Schriever in its second
game pretty much wrapped up the championship, but there was the matter of the third
game of the day against Peterson. If Fort
Carson would defeat the Air Force
Academy, which it did, and Peterson defeated Schriever there could have been a tie
for the championship. Also, the game had
some intrigue to it because both teams have
strong offenses and good defenses according
to coach McCoy, who said although his
team was disappointed by dropping its game
to Fort Carson it looked forward to the
match-up with Schriever.
“I think we are going to see two teams do
some serious hitting,” McCoy said. “We have
two teams that can hit the ball well with
fairly good defenses. I think it’s going to be
a fabulous game.”
McCoy’s words proved to be prophetic as
Schriever and Peterson played as good and
as close a game as you could imagine.
Schriever held on to earn a 22-20 victory
and wrap up the softball version of the military challenge series.
After the game, Quiorz said the tournament was an indication of why the military
sports community plays such a vital role in
the morale of servicemembers.
“A tournament like this is just a lot of fun
and it lets us come out and play the game and
forget about work for a little while,” he said.
“It builds camaraderie and lets you see all the
friends you have at the other bases. It turns
into a funfest and you can’t beat that.”

Now in Colorado Springs!

• Audio Visual
• GSA
• Specializing in Secured Facilities
We are here to meet all of your needs with the
Install, Design, Programming and Consulting for
• Video Conferencing
• Conference Rooms
• Command Centers
• Control Rooms
• Security Monitoring
• Presentation Equipment
• Crestron Control Systems

CONTACT US TODAY!
Steve Hatch / Special Projects
719-630-1220
Fax 719-213-2846

Earn Your Degree ON BASE
at Peterson AFB!
• Earn a Bachelor of Science in Organizational
Management degree (in Human Resources or
3URMHFW0DQDJHPHQW RUHDUQD&HUWLÀFDWHLQ3URMHFW
Management
• CCU accepts credits from CCAF transcripts
• A special tuition rate of $250 per credit hour is available
for ON-BASE classes for Active Duty personnel and
their adult dependents, DoD civilians and contractors,
Guard and Reserve, and Retired Military

Contact Tom Boven
today at 719.596.9235
or tboven@ccu.edu
© CCU Marketing

800.44.FAITH • www.ccu.edu
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P e t e r s o n A t h l e t e o f t h e We e k
Name:
Charles “Chuck” Couch
Peterson Wall of Farmer

At h l e t e o f t h e We e k
One of the things that made Saturday’s Military Challenge Series stand out was not
the many athletic players that were there, but the one person who was not. Charles
“Chuck” Couch is a Peterson Wall of Farmer for his softball talents, but last year’s military challenge series was the last time the all-time Peterson great has hit a softball.
Couch left his cleats on the pitcher’s mound, but not his love for the game and the
memories it brought him
What do you miss most about playing the game?
CC: The camaraderie between your teammates and the guys you play against. You
even miss the times that you hang around with them and their families when we weren’t
playing the game. It came down the friendships and the bonds you made when you played.
What are the things you cherish more now than when you played?
CC: The intramural teams that I played and all the guys that played with me at that
level. I find in retirement I appreciated playing with the guys I worked with everyday. It
was different than playing with the down town teams where everyone went their separate
way after the games. On our intramural teams we worked together, played the game together
and hung around together. We had a great time and we developed great chemistry and
won four championships in a row with the Medical Group team here.
What were your emotions like when you put the cleats on the mound signifying your
retirement?
CC: It was a lot tougher than I thought it was going to be. It was something I had been
doing for 20 years of my military life, plus two years after that. I felt like crying because a
lot of emotions came back and a lot of the good times and even some of the bad things came
back to me. Mostly it was the good memories that came flooding back to me, but it was
tough to do.
What let you know it was time to retire?
CC: I just got to the point where I wanted to do other things with my free time and I had
played long enough. The little aches and pains weren’t healing as fast and I didn’t want to travel
like I had when I was younger.
Do you mentor players today?
CC: Yes, learning was always a big part of my game and now teaching is. I came from a baseball background and had a lot of great coaches in college and afterwards. I did a lot of teaching
in the last five years of my career. A lot of the guys I coached are now coaches. A lot of players
and coaches still coach and still ask for advice. They just want to know if they are doing the right
things and, of course, they learned to play the game the right way and they understand the fundamentals. Actually, one of the most rewarding things for me is to see those guys move on to coaching
and seeing the success they are having.
Compiled by Walt Johnson

CONVENIENT APPOINTMENTS! NO LONG WAIT!

Exclusive 10% Military Discount
Active Duty • Reservists • Retirees • Dependents

FREE LASIK 0% Financing
No money down. Not a penny of interest for 18 months.
Affordable monthly payments as low as $47.94. And
it’s a cinch to qualify.

Unmatched Experience
LasikPlus is America’s #1 provider of laser vision
correction, with more than 800,000 procedures
performed since 1991.

Trust your eyes to doctors
who specialize in LASIK.

Active duty military personnel and their families receive
$2 admission during Military Appreciation Weekend,
September 15 and 16.
Please join us for our special Military Appreciation Weekend – two
fun-filled days of stars, stripes and sunscreen. It’s our way of saying
thanks to our military personnel for your continued service to our
great country. All active duty military personnel and their families
get in for just $2 a person. Because at the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo,
we want you…to have a good time.
I-25 to exit 138 west, follow the signs
Sponsors:

g

cmzoo.org

g

Dr. James Lee, Board-Certiﬁed
Ophthalmologist. With thousands
of procedures, Dr. Lee ranks
among Colorado
Springs’ most
experienced
LASIK Specialists.

FREE LASIK Vision Exam
Compare that to some clinics that charge you as much
as $100 or more for the exam. And unlike military
clinics, there’s no lengthy waiting period at LasikPlus.
There’s never been a better time to have laser vision
correction at LasikPlus. LASIK is all we do, so you can expect
to regain your natural vision with the best results possible –
all at the best value.
Everything about your LasikPlus experience is 100% customized
– we match your prescription to the precise LASIK technology,
including Custom Wavefront. No wonder so many of our
patients say they’d recommend us to family and friends.

Call now for your
FREE LASIK Vision
Exam and 10%
military discount!

ACT BY OCTOBER 31, 2007

1-866-934-EYES
(3937)

Our Appointment Desk is open 7 days a week!

719-633-9925
©2007 LCA-Vision Inc. Offer is subject to credit approval. No finance
charges will be assessed if the amount in full is paid by the due date.
A minimum monthly payment of 3% of the balance is required. Other
financing options are available. Call for details. #1 Provider based on Q4,
2006 Procedure Volume provided by MarketScope, LLC and 10-Q reports as filed with the U.S. SEC for Q4 of 2006.

COLORADO SPRINGS • 8115 State Highway 83
At the corner of N. Academy Blvd. and Hwy 83
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NFL

College

1. Colts vs Titans

9. TCU vs Air Force

2. 49ers vs Rams

10. Iowa vs Iowa State

3. Cowboys vs Dolphins

11. Army vs Wake Forest

4. Seahawks vs Cardinals

12. Tennessee vs Florida

5. Saints vs Buccaneers

13. Florida State vs Colorado

6. Falcons vs Jaguars

14. USC vs Nebraska

7. Chargers vs Patriots

15. Arkansas vs Alabama

8. Redskins vs Eagles

16. UCLA vs Utah

John Karagiannes
21st SVS

Cody Hynes
21st SFS
1. Colts, 2. Rams, 3. Cowboys,
4. Seahawks, 5. Saints, 6. Jaguars,
7. Patriots, 8. Eagles,
9. TCU, 10. Iowa,
11. Wake Forest, 12. Florida,
13. Colorado, 14. USC, 15. Alabama,
16. UCLA

1. Colts,
2. Rams,
3. Cowboys,
4. Seahawks,
5. Saints,
6. Jaguars,
7. Patriots,
8. Eagles,
9. TCU,
10. Iowa State,
11. Wake Forest,
12. Florida,
13. Florida State,
14. USC,
15. Arkansas,
16. UCLA

Kenny Kutcher
21st SCS
1. Colts,
2. Rams,
3. Cowboys,
4. Seahawks,
5. Saints,
6. Jaguars,
7. Chargers,
8. Eagles,
9. TCU,
10. Iowa
11. Wake Forest,
12. Florida,
13. Florida State,
14. USC,
15. Arkansas,
16. UCLA

Brett Morgan
21st SVS
1. Colts, 2. 49ers, 3. Cowboys,
4. Seahawks, 5. Saints, 6. Falcons,
7. Chargers, 8. Eagles,
9. Air Force, 10. Iowa,
11. Wake Forest, 12. Florida,
13. Florida State, 14. USC,
15. Arkansas, 16. UCLA

