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New mission, vision statements
emphasize space dominance
By Corey Dahl
Space Observer

New Mission and Vision Statements for the 21st Space
Wing make it clear the wing intends to be a longtime leader
in space control and missile warning.
Rolled out by wing leadership earlier this month, the new
statements emphasize the wing’s dominant role in space superiority operations.
“Fundamentally, the previous mission statement was
sound,” Col. Jay Raymond, commander of the 21st Space
Wing said. “We fully embraced the existing three major
tenets of our mission statement and made some minor
changes to be a little more specific in the wording.”
The cornerstone of the Wing’s mission statement remains
centered on space superiority, installation support and deploying warrior Airmen. The new version replaces conduct
world class space superiority operations with “conduct flawless missile warning and space control operations.”
The wing’s new mission also adds the goal of developing
warrior Airmen, not just deploying them, which brings it
more in line with one of the Air Force’s Top Three Priorities.

Finally, the last line of the mission statement provides a
clear linkage to the newly released Air Force Space
Command Mission statement, by clearly stating we conduct this mission to defend America and our Allies, many
of whom work in our Wing.
The Wing’s new vision statement also emphasizes the
fact that the 21st Space Wing is in the space superiority
business. The new vision of “America’s Space Superiority
Wing – Globally Postured to Ensure Space Dominance”
underscores the wing’s duty toward the country as well as
its global reach, with geographically separated units spread
around the world.
But, most importantly the new vision statement – just
like the mission statement – drives home the point that the
21st Space Wing intends to be a space leader, Colonel
Raymond said.
“Our vision is to dominate the space domain, providing
true situational awareness in space control and missile
warning for America.,” he said. “When people think of space
superiority, there first thought needs to be about the 21st
Space Wing.”
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21st Space Wing’s Mission and Vision
statements:
Our Mission:
“Conduct flawless missile warning and space control operations, provide unsurpassed installation
support and protection, while developing and deploying Warrior Airmen to defend America and our
Allies.”
Our Vision:
“America’s Space Superiority Wing – Globally
Postured to Ensure Space Dominance.”

Peterson adding earth-, Top-notch Academy cadets
cost-friendly green roof readying for war on terror
By Corey Dahl

Project is first for air bases in contiguous U.S.
By Corey Dahl
Space Observer

the contiguous United States.
Randy Hawke, facilities excellence architect
with the 21st Space Wing’s Civil Engineer
Squadron, said the roof is a major step forward for Peterson and the Air Force, allowing
both to catch up with other Department of
Defense agencies’ green initiatives.
Pennsylvania’s Tobyhanna Army Depot alSee Roof page 10

Photo by Steve Brady

Crews will start installing a new roof on
Building 845 this month, but they won’t be
using anything close to shingles.
Instead, workers will be laying down
roughly 1,200 panels full of plants, creating
an environmentally-friendly green roof.
Slated for completion in November, it will be
the first green roof on an Air Force base in

Space Observer

Charles Williams (right) and Dan Esquibea, employees with Weathercraft, unload equipment onto the Building
845 roof. Weathercraft will remove and waterproof the existing roof before the addition of the green roof.
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Lt. Gen. John Regni sleeps like a baby
at night, and his secret isn’t warm milk or
counting sheep.
General Regni, superintendent of the
Air Force Academy, sleeps well because he
has absolute confidence in the Air Force’s
future leaders.
“I lose absolutely no sleep at night worrying about the next generation of officers
– particularly in the U.S. Air Force,” he
said. “The students at the academy are topnotch. We are very proud of them.”
Speaking at a Military Officers
Association of America meeting at The
Club Oct. 5, General Regni spoke about
the high-caliber students the academy is
able to draw, how they’re being taught and
the important role they’ll eventually play
in the war on terror. To say the least,
General Regni said, today’s cadets are not
your average college students.
“The standards are very high,” he said.
“We push them all the time, and they respond to it. We’re very proud of them.”
Students entering the academy are
coming out of high school with high
G.P.A.s and Ivy League-caliber standardized test scores, General Regni said. Those
smarts come in handy once they become
cadets. Academy students graduate with
147 semester hours, compared to the 120
hours required by most universities.
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The majority of students are majoring
in math, science or engineering fields, and
all students are required to take a foreign
language. More than 44 percent of cadets
are learning a “strategic” language, such as
Farsi, Russian or Mandarin Chinese, for
use in their future Air Force careers.
Most remarkable, General Regni said,
is the fact that all of the academy’s current
4,400 students have enrolled after the 9/11
attacks, with the knowledge that the
United States is at war.
“They’re here because they want to be
here,” he said. “They want to serve their
country, they want to fly, and they know
this is the best place to do it.”
Many recent academy graduates are already deployed in support of the war, despite the popular misconception that the
Air Force is barely involved in the fighting
overseas, General Regni said. In fact, the
Air Force has roughly 7,700 Airmen currently deployed, he said, performing jobs
ranging from medical evacuations to explosives disposal.
“Graduates from 2000 on, they’re already in the war big time,” he said. “So in
case anyone, when you’re watching the
news, is wondering why you aren’t seeing
a lot of blue uniforms, just know that we’re
in this fight big time, working day to day,
shoulder to shoulder. We’re all in this war,
and we’re all in it together.”
See Regni page 6
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4th Space Control Squadron visit
highlights exceptional unit
Commentary by Col. Jay Raymond
21st Space Wing commander

Chief Omdal and I had the pleasure of visiting the 4th Space Control Squadron
“Pirates” at Holloman AFB, New Mexico, last
week.
This was my first visit to Holloman, quietly tucked away in southern New Mexico,
since my tour as the as the 21st Operations
Group deputy commander in 2001. We had
a fantastic time meeting the professional
men and women of the 4th! I would like to
take a moment to talk about the lasting impressions the command chief and I walked
away with.
Attitude and Motivation: We’ve had the opportunity to visit several of the geographicallyseparated units in the 21st Space Wing, and
all of them are excited about their mission. It
is patently clear that the Pirates of 4th SPCS personify buoyant attitudes and motivation; from
the second we walked in the door, the Chief and
I could see the pride these men and women
had for their mission, their squadron, and
themselves. That kind of motivation is contagious and has certainly caught on at the 4th
SPCS.
Crispness: By now, everyone in the wing
should know one of my top priorities is leading
a crisp organization. From the squadron commander, Lt. Col. Dan Dant, to the lowest

Col.
Jay Raymond
21st Space
Wing
commander

ranking Airman in the squadron, the Chief
and I were impressed with how “crisp” the
Airmen, the facilities, and the atmosphere
were at the 4th. It’s not something you can
put your finger on, but you know it when
you see it and you know it when you don’t
see it – we saw it in spades.
Outstanding counterspace Warriors:
The deployable Pirates are charged with
one of our nation’s most unique and scrutinized missions — delivering deployable
counterspace capabilities for the U.S.
Strategic Command commander, in support of global or theater campaigns. These
men and women know their mission cold
and they clearly relish the challenge.
Capt Chris Roszak, Charlie Flight commander and 4th SPCS’ 2007 “CGO of the
Year,” Tech. Sgt. Christopher Howard, a
recent NCO Academy “Commandant

Award” winner, and Tech. Sgt. Eric
Faulkenberry, 21st Space Wing’s 2006
“Enlisted Space Operator of the Year,” superbly briefed us on their flight’s current initiatives and progress. Likewise, we received a
demo of the Counter-Communications
System from Capt. Warren Riner, Alpha Flight
commander, and one of his superstar crew
chiefs, Tech. Sgt. Ian Williams, who recently
returned from a deployment with Operation
SILENT SENTRY a few months ago.
Impressive!
Base Involvement: As a tenant at
Holloman, the 4th SPCS is involved in every
aspect of the base. Much to our amazement,
the Pirates of 4th SPCS were even the
Holloman lead for the Hispanic Heritage
month-long remembrance. Their outstanding efforts, led by the squadron first sergeant, Master Sgt. Anna Futrell, culminated
in our attendance of the Hispanic Heritage
luncheon. It was a perfect event. It was obvious
to the Chief and I that 4th SPCS is not only
a member of Team Holloman, but they are
leaders within it.
Our visit concluded with my Commander’s
Call. It was truly an honor to visit the Pirates
of 4th SPCS. This group of highly motivated
counterspace warriors is setting the pace for
21st Space Wing.
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Something just wasn’t right.
Working at the visitors’ center last September,
Staff Sgt. Sabrina Lukas had an uneasy feeling
about the three-star general she was waiting
on.
The older man, who said he needed to
obtain decals for his vehicle, was wearing a
uniform, but the stars were just a little too
large.
At first glance, his ID seemed OK, but closer
scrutiny showed it was fake.
And then there was the man’s striking resemblance to a photograph Sergeant Lukas had
seen just days earlier – one of a man who had
been impersonating generals to gain access to
local military bases.
“He looked like he could be a general,”
Sergeant Lukas said. “It’s just when you looked
closely that you noticed everything’s all wrong.
I was 92 percent sure he was the impersonator.”
Sergeant Lukas was right to have her suspicions. The man at the visitors’ center that day
was the impersonator Sergeant Lukas and her
unit had been warned about. Posing as a general, the man had gained access to two other
Colorado bases earlier in the month.
But he didn’t make it onto Peterson. Acting
on her instincts, Sergeant Lukas stalled the man
while she looked his name up in the database
to confirm her suspicions. The man, however,
sensed something was wrong and started to get
antsy.
“He got really nervous and started telling
me he didn’t want the decals, he just needed
to get on base to go get a drink and use the
bathroom,” Sergeant Lukas said. “I just kept
telling him he could use the bathroom here.
I didn’t want to alert him that I knew who he
was, and I didn’t want to scare anybody in

Col. Jay Raymond, 21st Space Wing commander, congratulates Staff Sgt. Sabrina Lukas, 21st Security Forces Squadron,
for a job well done. Sergeant Lukas identified and denied access to a man impersonating a general.
the visitors’ center.”
The man eventually caught on, though.
Snatching his fake ID back, he ran out to his car,
chased by Sergeant Lukas. When she couldn’t
stop his car, Sergeant Lukas did her best to get
his license plate number and a vehicle description for police.
Though Sergeant Lukas didn’t capture the
man that day – he was later apprehended in
Denver and the situation is under investigation
– she later received an Eagle Eye coin for her efforts, delivered by Col. Jay Raymond, 21st Space

Wing commander and Chief Master Sgt.
Timothy Omdal, 21st Space Wing command
chief.
Sergeant Lukas said she was proud to receive
the recognition and only wishes she could have
done more.
“I felt proud that we didn’t let him on the
base,” she said. “We deal with high profile
people all the time, so we didn’t allow his high
rank to influence our decision. I still feel like I
should have done more, though. I wish we
could have caught him.”
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Festival honors Hispanic heritage
Food, dancers cap off month of celebration
By Corey Dahl
Space Observer

Photo by Corey Dahl

Spicy salsas, warm tortillas and tasty
chilies are some of the best-known contributions Hispanic Americans have made
over the years – but that’s just the beginning.
While Peterson Airmen and employees
sampled the native cuisines of countries
from Mexico to Cuba to Guatemala Oct.
12, they learned about the many other accomplishments of Hispanic Americans,
both famous and unknown.
Speaking at the Hispanic Heritage
Month Food Tasting Festival, Col. Manuel
Hidalgo, commander of the 21st Mission
Support Group, reminded those in attendance of actors, astronauts and athletes of
Hispanic heritage. He also recognized the
contributions Hispanic Americans have
made to the armed forces, fighting in every
major U.S. conflict and earning 37 Medals
of Honor.
“For years, Hispanic Americans have
played an integral role in our country’s success,” Colonel Hidalgo, who is of Puerto
Rican descent, said. “Hispanics are just another ingredient in the recipe of people who
make up America.”
Colonel Hidalgo’s speech capped off a
month of activities honoring Hispanic heritage. Running from Sept. 15 to Oct. 15,
Hispanic Heritage Month marks the independence days of seven Hispanic countries
by celebrating Hispanic culture.
On Peterson, a small committee of about
five and a handful of volunteers helped organize several events on base to recognize

Members of the Planeta Deeva Dancers perform for Peterson Airmen and employees Oct. 12. The dancers were part of the Hispanic Heritage Month Food Tasting Festival
in Eagle Park.
the month. In addition to the food tasting,
committee members visited the Child
Development Center and the Youth Center
here to read to kids, teach Spanish and play
Hispanic music, said Master Sgt. Sarah
Sparks, the committee’s co-chair.
“We want to share information about all
the different Latin cultures,” she said. “A lot

of people think of it as just Mexico, but it’s
so much more than that.”
According to 2005 census data, more than
44 million Hispanics live in America now,
making up about 15 percent of the population. As that population in America continues to grow and debates over
immigration policies heat up, Sergeant

Sparks said educating people about the culture is becoming increasingly important,
and Hispanic Heritage Month is a good way
to accomplish that.
“It’s being frowned upon in some ways
now, so it’s good to kind of get that cultural
understanding out there,” she said. “There’s
a lot to learn.”
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Wingman Day emphasizes looking out for one another
By Corey Dahl
Space Observer

Photo by 1st Lt. Jonathan Simmons

Wingmen – they’re pretty essential.
Flying a plane? You’re going to need a
wingman.
Going through a rough time in your life?
A wingman will help you out.
Need someone to drive you home from a
party? Better get a wingman.
To recognize the importance of being a
good wingman, the 21st Space Wing celebrated Wingman Day Oct. 5. Airmen and
civilians started the day attending briefings
about roles wingmen can play in preventing
everything from sexual assault to deadly car
accidents.
Following the briefings, members of
Team Pete participated in the Amazing
Wingman Race, where participants ran to
various stations and completed teamworkrelated challenges.
“It gives people an overall idea that it’s
important to be conscious of what your
friends are doing and what’s going on
around you,” said Senior Airman Tyson
Johnson, who volunteered at one of the
race’s challenge stations. “By just paying at-

tention, you can avoid a lot of problems.”
Later, units ate lunch together and spent
the afternoon participating in a team
building activity of their choice. A few units
– the 721st Mission Support Group and 21st
Services – spent the afternoon adding a volleyball court and two horseshoe pits to
Peakview Park, a space being developed
across from the base exchange and commissary on Pete East.
This was the fourth year Peterson has
held Wingman Day, an event the Air Force
Chief of Staff mandated for all bases in 2004.
Col. Liz Anderson, 21st Space Wing individual mobilization augmentee to the commander, and a small committee of Airmen
spend about six months each year preparing
for the event and recruiting speakers for the
briefings.
Though Peterson employees act as
wingmen year round, Colonel Anderson
said, spending a day celebrating teamwork
helps remind Airmen and civilians just how
important it is.
“We’re always emphasizing teamwork,”
she said. “Wingman Day just gives us one day
to really focus on it.”

Regni: Fostering fellowship
From page 1
General Regni’s speech was part of the
MOAA Pikes Peak chapter’s 47th birthday
celebration. In addition to listening to the
general, members pored through old scrapbooks and listened to a brief presentation on
the chapter’s history.
With more than 1,800 members, the
chapter is one of just seven in Colorado ded-

icated to helping retired and current military,
their families and the community.
“From the outset, this chapter has been an
organization devoted to fostering fellowship
among retired officers and their families and
supporting various civic and charitable organizations,” said retired Air Force Lt. Col.
James Colvin, MOAA’s assistant public affairs
officer. “We’re looking forward to continuing
to do that for years to come.”

Members of the 21st Operations Group and Operations Support Squadron participate during Wingman Day.
And, for many people, the day is also a
chance to have a lot of fun.
“When they tell you that you have to do
this stuff, at first you’re kind of like, ‘Yeah,
yeah, yeah,’” said Master Sgt. John Baker,

who works at the Chapel and was part of
the Directorate of Staff race team. “But by
the time you get done with it, you’re really
into it and having a good time. I’ve really
enjoyed myself.”

Photo by Don Branum

Capt. Denton East explains to freshman cadets here how Milstar's secure satellite communications benefits
warriors on the ground during Space Awareness Day at the U.S. Air Force Academy Oct. 6.
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B a s e
West gate re-opens
The West Gate re-opens to traffic at 5 a.m. Nov. 5; there is
a grand opening ceremony at the gate at 9:30 a.m. Nov. 5.

AFSPC assumption of command
The Air Force Space Command assumption of command
ceremony is 1 p.m. Oct. 24 at the Peterson parade grounds;
Peterson Boulevard will be closed from noon until 2:30 p.m.
Gen. C. Robert Kehler, currently deputy commander, U.S.
Strategic Command, Offutt AFB, Neb., assumes command.
In addition to heavy traffic at the time, the ceremony includes a 19 gun salute. In case of inclement weather, the alternate location is The Club.

Trick or Treat hours
Hours for trick or treating in base housing are 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. Oct. 31. Additionally, the following Halloween activities are scheduled:
 The Cheyenne Mountain Air Force Station Top 4 and fire
department is having a haunted trail in Mountain Man Park
at CMAFS from 6 to 9 p.m. Oct. 26 and 27. Cost is $5 per
person and includes candy, Halloween light-rope jewelry,
coffee, hot chocolate and more.
 Family Night Out - 5:30 to 8 p.m. Oct. 26 at The Club.
 The Peterson chapel is having its Boo Bash from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. Oct. 27. Call Brenda Wile at 556-4442 for information.
 Halloween Bash from 3 to 5 p.m. Oct. 27 at the Peterson
Youth Center, for ages 6 and older. There will be crafts, games,
a costume contest and more.
 Spooky snacks and stories 10:15 a.m. Oct. 31 at the library.
 Movie night and candy hand out Oct. 31 at the Peterson
Youth Center (call 556-7220).
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 Hours for trick or treating in base housing are 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. Oct. 31.

Welcome home party
The 21st Services Squadron is having a welcome home deployers party at 6 p.m. Oct. 29 at The Club. There will be a free
pasta bar, salad and dessert for all returning deployers, their
family members and all enlisted E-4 and below; $5 for all others.

Tri-Care Reserve Select Re-enrollment
TRS deadline has been extended to Nov. 29 for previously
enrolled and eligible Reserve Component members. For
members wanting retroactive coverage effective date of Oct.
1, must include payments for all months of coverage.
For information, go to https://www.dmdc.osd. mil/appj/trs/
or contact TriWest Healthcare at 1-888-TRIWEST (874-9378).

Red Devil coming up
Camp Red Devil is Oct. 19 to 26 at Fort Carson. The exercise, which trains Airmen in combat skills, is required for
everyone hard-tasked to deploy to the Central Command
Area of Responsibility. Because many Airmen will be attending the exercise, customer service wait times could be affected at various areas on base.

“Shoe Boxes for Soldiers”
Support our deployed troops by sending a Christmaswrapped shoe box full of things you would appreciate getting if you were in their “shoes.” Some appropriate items may
include: Toothbrush/toothpaste, dried instant soup mix, sunflower seeds, lip balm, plain white socks, small package of

Wet Wipes, and prepackaged candy and cookies just to name
a few. You may also send a personalized Christmas card as well.
Shoe box drop-off points are:
1) NAF-HRO, Bldg. 1042 – Time: 9 a.m. -5 p.m., Mon – Fri
2) AAFES, Bldg. 2017 – AAFES Main Exchange during
Customer Service hours
Collection dates: Oct. 15, through Nov. 8
For additional information, call Nancy Miller, 556-4525.

Thanksgiving buffet
The Club is having a Thanksgiving buffet from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. Nov. 22. There will be roast turkey, smoked turkey,
baron of beef, honey glazed ham, baked tilapia and all the trimmings. For reservations and information, call 574-4100.

Care line
Servicemembers can call the Care Line at 556-CARE (5562273) from 6 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. weekdays to book appointments, or anytime at www.tricareonline.com.
Note: In last week’s Observer, an incorrect phone number
was listed. We apologize for the confusion.

Golf survey
Air Force Services headquarters has launched its first
online survey specifically designed to address 18 core attributes affecting the golfer’s experience.
The survey runs from Oct. 1 to 31. As a special incentive,
respondents will also have the opportunity to win one of 13
golf course gift certificates to be awarded Air Force-wide.
For information or to take the survey go to www.usafservices.com/golf or pick up a paper copy at the pro shop.
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Space professionals share experiences, insights
By Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs

U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. –
Below are excerpts from Space Awareness
Day panel discussions with space professionals from Schriever, Buckley and
Peterson Air Force bases. The members of
the panel were:
 Capt. Jennifer Herron, 2nd Space
Warning Squadron, Buckley AFB
 Capt. Tony Muro III, Aerospace Data
Facility, Buckley AFB
 1st Lt. Dan Sanders, 50th Operations
Support Squadron, Schriever AFB
 1st Lt. Johnnie Walker, 90th Operations
Support Squadron, F.E. Warren AFB, Wyo.
 Capt. Randy Mercer, 1st Space
Operations Squadron, Schriever AFB
 Maj. William Hare, Directorate of
Operations, Air Force Space Command,
Peterson AFB
 Maj. Bob Sheehan, Commander’s
Action Group, AFSPC, Peterson AFB

China’s Anti-Satellite Test
Mercer: That stuff is going to be up there
for years, and anything in its vicinity is going
to be in jeopardy. Any one piece of debris can
destroy a satellite.
Sheehan: We weren’t surprised. We asked
the Chinese not to do it (conduct the test)
and shared our data with them. We’d done
this test before, and we knew what would
happen if another country did it.
Hare: This is the Sputnik of your generation. What will that mean to you?

Santa Claus
Mercer: We can confirm that Santa is
bigger than a basketball.
Herron: Not long after North American
Aerospace Defense started its mission, Sears
placed an ad with a phone number that children could call to find out where Santa was.
The ad had a typo ... the phone number actually went to a colonel at NORAD. He got
a phone call from a child who wanted to
know where Santa was, and that’s what
started it. Fortunately for the child, the
colonel on duty had a sense of humor, and
it’s grown since then.

Deploying
Sanders: I did an in-lieu-of tasking – basically, I filled an Army billet. ... I deployed
to Kandahar Air Base, Afghanistan, and
did command and control for Army units,
helped with close-air support. If you go to
Kandahar, there’s a big gym, great dining facility ... the U.S. force there is small compared to the multinational force.

Space Operators
Hare: How many of you have watched
Apollo 13? Remember (ground controller)
Gene Krantz? “Failure is not an option” –
that’s what these people do.

Repairing Satellites
Herron: The Defense Support Program
satellites behave pretty well.
Muro: Some spacecraft have lived way
past their design lives. There may also be
geomagnetic storms that cause interference
or human error on our end.
Mercer: One time when a vehicle becomes susceptible (to anomalies) is during
its launch phase. There’s a lot of vibration
during that period, and while we do a lot of
vibration testing beforehand, something
can still shake loose. ... When you’re doing
an orbital insertion, you have to plan things
down to the second. If you miss your
window, you’re done. Preventive maintenance is huge, not just on the ground side
but on the satellite side. We do a contact
with each satellite every six hours; that
doesn’t sound like much, but when you take
into account all the satellites we control,
there’s not a whole lot of time.
Sheehan: The president was using a
Defense Satellite Communications System
satellite some years ago when it failed. We
contacted it and found out it was tumbling.
We spent hours fixing it. The next day,
almost the same time, we have the same scenario ... the president was using the DSCS
satellite, and it failed. This is the kind of situation that gets someone’s head lopped off
on the operations floor. It ended up being a
hardware fault, but we didn’t have a sensor
to track it.
Hare: Things like the (2003) Leonid
meteor shower and the Van Allen Radiation
Belts actually matter to us.

Manned Flight
Sheehan: We use the Air Force Satellite
Control Network to support communications. We use the 45th Space Wing’s infrastructure at Cape Canaveral Air Force
Station to launch, and we have various facilities available as emergency landing areas if
the space shuttle should have to abort its
launch. We’re not directly involved with
manned spaceflight, but we support the
people who are.

Sept. 11, 2001
Hare: I’m part of the first generation of
missileers that wasn’t in Strategic Air
Command. Before Sept. 11, I asked myself,
“Am I relevant?” On Sept. 11, I was going
to base for training, and I saw the second

plane go in. The crews were on alert were out
there for 72 hours ... when they sent us out,
we came out with extra crews, which was
unusual. But I think everyone went from
“Can I do this?” to “I can do this – I’m relevant.”
Muro: Everything changed. When we look
at history now, we do it pre-Sept. 11 and postSept. 11. I remember it like it was yesterday.
I remember sitting in the parking lot at
Schriever because the entire base was shut
down. A plane was circling Colorado Springs
Airport a few miles to the east, and I remember asking myself, “Does that plane have
our name on it?”
Sanders: I was in my junior year at the
Academy, getting ready to go to class. In the
blink of an eye, we’d gone from a peacetime

military to a wartime military. It became
very real that we were here for a purpose.

Missileers’ Job Pressure
Walker: It’s not about just you. It’s more
than you. At the point you get the order to
turn keys (launch), a lot of people have made
that decision. The president is the final authority, so when it gets to you, you’re just executing a combat order.

When Do We Launch?
Walker: We don’t have a first-strike policy.
Our policy is deterrence. The president is
the only one who can make the launch decision.
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Roof: Technology makes local debut
From page 1
ready has a green roof.
“This shows that we’re making a really big effort to go
green,” Mr. Hawke said, noting that the roof will help
Peterson achieve several Air Force-mandated green requirements well before the 2009 deadline. “We’ve got our foot
ahead of the race.”
Developed in Germany in the 1960s, green roofs are typically building tops that are partially or completely covered
in plants, flowers or vegetables. Green roofs lower heating
and cooling costs for buildings by providing an extra layer
of insulation in the winter and providing evaporative cooling
in the summer.
The plants also reduce storm water run-off, filter pollutants and carbon-dioxide out of the air and can increase a
roof ’s lifespan.

Green roofs have long been popular in Europe – it’s estimated that 10 percent of all German roofs are green –
but the technology is just beginning to catch on in the
United States. In recent years, high-profile buildings such
as the Library of Congress and Chicago’s City Hall have
greened their roofs. In Colorado, the U.S. Bank and
Environmental Protection Agency buildings in Denver
have green roofs.
Peterson’s roof will be Colorado Springs’ first “green
grid” roof, using a system of lightweight planted modules
that can easily be moved around for maintenance or other
needs. The roof will be planted with eight different types
of sedum, a relative of the cactus that thrives in drier climates.
Funded by the Air Force Civil Engineer Support Agency,
the roof will be installed by Weston Solutions, a contractor
specializing in green roofs, and will be monitored for effectiveness over the next year. It’s estimated the roof will cut

Building 845’s energy costs – especially cooling costs in the
summer – by 40 to 50 percent and more than double the life
span of the building’s roof.
If Peterson’s green roof – a Secretary of the Air Forcelevel interest project – is successful, it’s possible roofs at
other bases could be greened as part of the secretary’s push
to adopt green initiatives at bases Air Force-wide.
“We’ve got to do things smarter throughout the Air Force,”
Mr. Hawke said. “And this is one of those simple ways that
we can conserve energy and save money.”
But a lot of the roof ’s value won’t be measured in dollars
and cents. While the roof will be closed to everyone but
civil engineers and building managers for now, it could
eventually open to the public, lending an aesthetic value to
Building 845. The new roof will also reduce noise for people
who work in the building, and – most importantly – the
roof will provide invaluable environmental benefits.
“A lot of the roof ’s value is hard to quantify; it goes beyond
energy savings,” said Heidi Brothers, project manager for
Weston Solutions. “If you could measure all of that, I’m sure
the value would be much more significant.”

Saving energy
The Federal government pays an $8 billion annual energy
bill. Helping save money by saving energy can go a long
way toward the Air Force recapitalization plan.
 If all Federal agencies purchased energy-efficient products, the United States could save up to $900 million per
year and reduce annual CO2 greenhouse gas emissions by
11 million metric tons.
 Office lights are left on for 10 hours or more each day,
even though the office is typically occupied only six to eight
hours.
 Fossil fuels dominate the nation’s and the world’s energy
supplies, providing more than 87 percent of the nation’s
energy (40 percent oil, 25 percent natural gas, and 22 percent coal) and about 90 percent of the world’s energy (40 percent oil, 23 percent natural gas, and 27 percent coal).

A copy of the Space
Observer is
waiting for
you at the
commissary,
the shop pette, the CDC
and all around
Peterson.
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U.S. Air Force Academy opens doors to visitors
By Nel Lampe
CSMNG

First year cadets march past an aircraft display during lunch formation.

Photos by Nel Lampe

The Air Force Academy graduated its first
class in 1959, at its new facility just north of
Colorado Springs — 48 years ago. Since that
time, the Academy has become one of the
state’s most visited sites.
It’s easy to visit the Air Force Academy, just
20 miles north of Colorado Springs off
Interstate 25. Since the Academy is also an
Air Force Base, military Families can shop
at the Academy’s base exchange and commissary. The Academy also has a service
station, community chapel, ice skating rink,
golf course and hiking trails.
It’s a good place to take out-of-town visitors and anyone who hasn’t visited a service
academy. The Academy is also a good place
to see college sports. Many competitions
are free except for football, basketball, volleyball and hockey.
It may be more difficult to get basketball
tickets this year, after the strong showing the
basketball team has made in the last two seasons — going to March Madness twice —
it’s usually easy to obtain tickets for football
games. With Division I football half an hour
away, service members have easy access to
good football with lots of pageantry.
Home games remaining on the schedule
include Wyoming Oct. 20, Army Nov. 3,
and the final home game with San Diego
State Nov. 17.
The ticket office can be reached at 4721895. End-zone tickets, if available, sell for
$10 to military members. Parking at the stadium is free.
Parking lots open four hours before game
time for tailgate parties.
Sporting a 4-2 record this year, the Falcons
meet West Point in a Nov. 3 home game.
From the start, the Air Force Academy
made an impact on college football. In only
its fourth year on the football field, the
Academy team went to its first bowl game,
playing Texas Christian University to a 0-0
tie in the Cotton Bowl.
The football team still makes headlines,

sometimes being rated in the top 20 or defeating a team highly favored to win, such
as win over Texas Christian University in
this season’s second home game.
A Fan Guide is on the Web site
www.goairforcefalcons.com, which has
schedules for cadet sports.
When the Air Force became a separate
service Sept. 18, 1947, several military
leaders had advocated a service school for
the newest branch of service. But it wasn’t
until 1949 that the Secretary of Defense established a board to study the needs for education of the Army, Navy and Air Force.
Congress authorized an Air Force
Academy be established in 1954 and a commission was named to select a site. After
considering hundreds of sites, the commission selected three possibilities; the
Colorado site was the finalist.
As construction started on the chosen
site, the first class of Air Force Academy
cadets arrived at the Academy’s temporary
location, Lowry Air Force Base in the
Denver area.
Following three years of construction, the
cadet wing moved into new facilities north
of Colorado Springs.
The 18,000-acre campus was finished in
time for the final year of the first senior class,
which graduated 207 cadets in June 1959.
Visitors may enter the Academy at the
North Gate, Exit 156B off Interstate 25,
which is the quick route to the Visitor
Center, the Field House, Arnold Hall and
the Honor Court behind Harmon Hall.
Visitors may also enter the Academy at
the South Gate entrance off I-25. Along that
route is the Thunderbird Airmanship
Overlook where visitors can see a mounted
Thunderbird aircraft and an A-10A. Visitors
can observe activities at the flying field, such
as parachuters or gliders.
Visitors will also pass by Falcon Stadium
and the B-52 on static display. Take a left
just beyond the B-52 on North Gate Drive
and follow it west. It becomes Academy
Drive and leads by an overlook and past the

The unique cadet chapel draws lots of visitors.
athletic fields and the cadet area. Continue
to the Visitor Center and ask for a visitor
map. Watch the 12-minute film about the
Academy in the theater at the Visitor Center.
There’s a showing every half hour.
Visit the displays about cadet life, which
includes a glider used by cadets.
The gift shop has a huge selection of Air
Force Academy memorabilia. People with
military identification get a 10 percent discount on purchases made in the gift shop.
There’s a snack bar in the Visitor Center.
From here, visitors should go to the Cadet
Chapel, Arnold Hall and the Field House.
Visitors may walk to the chapel area from
the Visitor Center along a paved trail which
has some degree of difficulty.
The Cadet Chapel is usually open from 9
a.m. until 5 p.m., Monday through Saturday,
but is occasionally closed for private services. Ask at the Visitor Center about whether
or not the chapel is open to visitors.
During the school year, on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays, visitors can watch

the lunch formation at noon. The cadet wing
gathers in formation to march to lunch. The
best place to watch the formation is at the
chapel overlook. Call 333-2910 to find out if
a lunch formation is scheduled.
Also in the cadet area is Arnold Hall,
named for Gen. Henry “Hap” Arnold, the
former General of the Army, who was named
the general of the Air Force when it was created in 1947. Arnold Hall serves as the cadet
social center and houses a ballroom and theater, as well as a snack bar. The building’s
lobby contains several historic displays.
Arnold Hall Theater is home to the
Academy Concert Season. The box office is in
Arnold Hall. For information, call 333-4497.
During the holiday season, concerts are
sometimes presented in the Academy chapel
or Arnold Hall and open to the public.
The Air Force Academy is open to visitors
from 8 a.m.-6 p.m. daily. The Visitor Center
is open from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. daily, except
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s Day.
Courtesy of the Fort Carson Mountaineer.
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Schriever varsity soccer team defeats Peterson 4-1
By Walt Johnson
CSMNG

Photo by Walt Johnson

Schriever’s Luke Barker scored three goals
in the second half to break open a close contest and give Schriever a 4-1 victory over
Peterson Air Force Base’s varsity soccer team
Sunday at St. Mary High School’s football
field.
The two teams met in a regular season
contest in the Colorado Springs Division II
men’s soccer league which is played on
Sunday’s in Colorado Springs.
This was the first varsity soccer meeting
between the two installations that anyone
could remember in the past decade and
both teams were so ready for the contest
that the near bone chilling temperatures did
nothing to dampen the enthusiasm the
teams had in anticipation of the match-up.
Before the game, both the Schriever and
Peterson teams were excited about the opportunity to play its sister service in the
Colorado Springs Men’s soccer league.
Peterson coach, Tim Muller, said the chance
to play Schriever’s best team was an added
bonus for his team which is competing in the
league for the first time this year. He said
in addition to being in a league that gives
them good competition, it’s also a matter of
seeing which installation would retain bragging rights after the contest.
“This is the first team we have had in varsity soccer in eight years. Today, it is a matter
of base pride for us. We have some good
athletes and I am sure they do too. We are
competing against them and they are like a
lot of the teams that we are playing against
in that they have been together for a few
years. Right now we have a lot of individual
talent, but the chemistry has not quite jelled
yet for us. This will be a good test for our
team and of course it is for bragging rights,”
Muller said.
Schriever coach Frank Piper said the opportunity for his team to meet the Peterson

team was something the players looked forward to all week during practice and despite the cold, spirits were high for both
teams.
“This game means a lot to us because
Peterson hasn’t had a team since I have been
playing and coaching. It’s going to be a battle
of the Air Force. I know a lot of the players
on Peterson; I have played with them at
some point in time so it’s going to be fun.
We’re hoping this will begin a soccer rivalry
between the two teams,” Piper said.
It didn’t seem like it would be much of a
game early as Schriever scored the first goal
of the game with about seven minutes expired in the first half.
Steve Gofus rifled a shot past Peterson
goalie Brian Burmister to give Schriever a 10 lead.
The one thing Peterson did not want to
see was Schriever getting an early goal and
building some momentum which could lead
to a barrage scoring. It was especially important for Peterson to stay close because
Schriever goalie Jeremy Edwards is recognized as one of the outstanding goalies in the
league and the chances to score would tough.
The Peterson defense stiffened after the
goal and the team managed to keep the
score at 1-0 late into the half.
The problem for Peterson was the team
could not mount any type of pressure on
the Schriever goalie. The Schriever team
said is was because the team’s defense is so
good it rarely gives teams a chance to pressure Edwards.
However, a penalty call against the defensive unit gave Peterson its only credible
chance to score a goal in the first half.
Peterson’s Alex Cypert took advantage of
a penalty kick to get his team even at one goal
apiece at halftime. Suddenly Peterson found
itself right in the soccer match without
having mounted any serious challenges to
the Schriever defense and it appeared the

Peterson goalie Brian Burmister makes a save on an attempted goal by Schriever players Sunday at St Mary’s
High School football complex in Colorado Springs.
heavily favored Schriever team would have
a fight on its hands in the second half.
At halftime, Coach Piper reminded his
players to be aggressive in the second half
and not pass on as many shots as they did
in the first half. Early in the second half, it
was obvious Barker took his coaches advice
to heart as he scored a goal that gave his
team a 2-1 lead about 10 minutes into the
half. Barker followed up that goal with two
more to give Schriever the 4-1 victory and
bragging rights for the next six months.
The two teams will meet again when the
Colorado Springs spring league begins in
March.
After the game, Muller and Piper were
aware of just how good the Peterson team
could be. Muller said he thought his team
played well, but missed a key element to its
team in the second half when Hector
Hernandez injured his left ankle and had
to leave the game for precautionary X-rays.

“I thought we played tough in the first
half, but when we lost Hernandez, who is a
big part of our team in the middle of the
field, it hurt us in the second half. I think we
are going to develop and mature as a team
and when we play in the second season we
will hit the ground running,” Muller said.
“I have to give Peterson credit, they played
a real close game. They moved the ball well
and dominated the middle of the field in
the first half. I felt we adjusted at halftime
by coming down the side of the field and
took them away from their strength. It also
allowed us to develop a lot of things from the
outside and helped us score the three goals
in the second half,” Piper said.
This score however was not indicative of
the type of game it was. The Peterson team
is very talented and they will come together
and play better. I look forward to playing
them again in March because I think they
will be a much better team,” Piper added.

www.peterson.af.mil
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P e t e r s o n A t h l e t e o f t h e We e k
Name:
Jeannine Madrid
Intramural Football Player

At h l e t e o f t h e We e k

Jeannine Madrid looks like she is right at home on the football field when she lines up
at the defensive line position with her teammates on the Air Force Space Command
Inspector General team. Madrid asks for no favors and gives no favors on the field as
she is right in the middle of the action making life as difficult as possible for opposing
quarterbacks. Madrid has been playing sports since she began playing soccer in the
second grade and continued playing the sport through college. She has also played
softball, baseball and football at various times in her life. She admits that she would
be open to playing any sport she could.
What is the best moment you have had in sports?
JM: I would have to say that was back in my high school days when we won the district championship in soccer. It was such an adrenaline rush when we won that I can’t
get over the memory of that.
What has been your favorite moment in professional sports?
JM: It probably was watching the women’s team win the world cup eight years ago. I
really don’t have a great professional sports moment because I like all sports and really
don’t have a favorite team. I do like it when the team I am rooting for that day does win.
If you could, what would you change about sports today?
JM: I would like to see more women playing intramural and the “non traditional”
women’s sports. I don’t think women get enough credit for what we are capable of doing
in sports. For me it is a lot of fun to be out here and see the frustration from the guys
when you do something well that they didn’t expect you could do. I’d like to see more
women step up and see how much fun they could have playing the “guy sports”. Women
are sticking to the non-guy sports and they may not realize the potential to have as much
fun as it is to play the guy sports (like football). It is also a good way to hang out with
friends and coworkers and have some fun.
If you could talk to any sports figure, who would it be and what would you talk
about?
JM: Brandy Chastain, who played on the women’s soccer team about six years
ago. I have seen interviews with her and I heard her talk about non-traditional ways
of preparing for games. I think she and I have a lot in common. I think her passion for the game is amazing and I would just love to sit and talk with her. I would
also like to talk to her about her FIFA Women’s World Cup experience and how
good it felt to kick China’s butt (laughing).
Compiled by Walt Johnson
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NFL

College

1. Titans vs Texans

9. S. Florida vs Rutgers

2. 49ers vs Giants

10. Kansas vs Colorado

3. Chiefs vs Raiders

11. Miami vs Florida State

4. Jets vs Bengals

12. Tennessee vs Alabama

5. Steelers vs Broncos

13. California vs UCLA

6. Bears vs Eagles

14. Florida vs Kentucky

7. Falcons vs Saints

15. Auburn vs LSU

8. Colts vs Jaguars

16. Oklahoma vs Iowa State

Haunani Bernard
21st SW/CP

Michael Amos
NCO Academy
1. Titans, 2. Giants, 3. Raiders,
4. Bengals, 5. Steelers, 6. Eagles,
7. Saints, 8. Colts, 9. S. Florida,
10. Colorado, 11. Florida. State,
12. Tennessee, 13. California,
14. Florida, 15. LSU, 16. Oklahoma

1. Texans,
2. Giants,
3. Raiders,
4. Jets,
5. Broncos,
6. Eagles,
7. Saints,
8. Jaguars,
9. S. Florida,
10. Colorado,
11. Fla. State,
12. Tennessee,
13. UCLA,
14. Kentucky,
15. Auburn,
16. Oklahoma

Johal Paul
21st MDG
1. Titans,
2. Giants,
3. Raiders,
4. Bengals,
5. Steelers,
6. Bears,
7. Falcons,
8. Colts,
9. S. Florida,
10. Kansas,
11. Fla. State,
12. Alabama,
13. California,
14. Florida,
15. LSU,
16. Oklahoma

Manny Perez
21st SVS
1. Texans, 2. Giants, 3. Chiefs,
4. Bengals, 5. Steelers, 6. Eagles,
7. Saints, 8. Colts, 9. S. Florida,
10. Kansas, 11. Miami,
12. Tennessee, 13. California,
14. Kentucky, 15. LSU, 16. Oklahoma
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