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NORAD celebrates 50 years of defending N. America
By Wynn Anne Sibbald
North American Aerospace Defense Command Public Affairs

Graphic courtesy of NORAD

Fifty years ago, the Everly Brothers’ song ‘All I Have to
Do is Dream’ was topping the charts, the Hula Hoop was invented and beatniks were referring to cars as “chariots.”
More importantly, Canada and the U. S. formally acknowledged their mutual commitment to defending their citizens
from air attacks. The two countries created the North
American Aerospace Defense Command, or NORAD.
Although NORAD originally began operations at Ent Air
Force Base in downtown Colorado Springs, Colo., on Sept.
12, 1957, the official NORAD agreement wasn’t signed until
May 12, 1958.
This May, NORAD celebrates the signing of the landmark mutual defense agreements with several commemorative events. These include a ‘Golden Jubilee Ball,’ aircraft
and displays at major air shows across Canada and the U.
S., a public essay contest and a photo contest for prior and
present NORAD personnel. Information on prizes and con-

Airman saves young
boy from choking
By Corey Dahl
Space Observer

Janice Zarter and her three-year-old son, Sean, were on an ordinary shopping trip in December, when an ice cube changed everything.
Strolling the aisles of the base exchange, Mrs. Zarter had Sean sitting in the cart, snacking on some of the ice in his cup. Mrs. Zarter
reminded him to, “Chew, chew, chew,” the ice, she said, but, suddenly, he wasn’t. Instead, Sean was choking on a piece of ice that had
slipped down his throat.
Scared and not sure what to do, Mrs. Zarter froze and then started
screaming for help.
“When you see your baby choking, you just scream,” she said. “I’ve
taken classes on first aid and CPR, but, right then, I didn’t know
what to do.”
Fortunately, Tech. Sgt. Lamont Wood, a reservist with the 731st
Airlift Squadron, was nearby talking to some colleagues. When he
heard the screams for help, he sprang into action, performing a miniHeimlich maneuver on Sean until he coughed up the ice cube.
“I heard her screaming, saw the kid choking and all I could think
was, ‘Free the airway. This kid needs to breathe,’” Sergeant Wood
said.
Sean escaped the incident unscathed, and a grateful Mrs. Zarter
thanked Sergeant Wood profusely. Sergeant Wood, however, said
his actions weren’t that extraordinary.
“I don’t know how much I actually helped him,” he said. “The ice
cube could have just started melting and he coughed it out. I don’t
really know.”
Yet, Master Sgt. Mike Phillips, who witnessed the whole incident,
said he disagrees. While most of the other bystanders just stood by
in shock, Sergeant Wood took action, and that deserves to be recognized, Sergeant Phillips said. Sergeant Phillips is now working on
getting Sergeant Wood some kind of commendation for his actions.
“We have all kinds of heroes overseas,” he said. “But we’ve got
heroes here, too, and it’s nice to recognize that sometimes.”
Mrs. Zarter just hopes she’ll never have to rely on Sergeant Wood’s
heroics again.
“My son is not allowed to chew on ice anymore,” she said. “I told
him, ‘No more.’”

test rules can be found at www.norad.mil/50.
For 50 years, NORAD has guarded the things people
value most: loved ones, liberties and peace of mind. The
anniversary is an occasion to reflect on the history of
NORAD and recognize its evolution in response to new and
changing threats and emerging technologies. The anniversary events will be an opportunity to honor the strong binational relationship, the valor of the men and women
who serve and the important role of the many partners —
including our local communities — who support homeland
defense.
Times have definitely changed and many of the fads have
faded into history. But NORAD’s longstanding, successful
relationship has evolved over 50 years to remain as relevant today in these times of terrorist threats as it was half
a century ago during the Cold War. It remains a powerful
symbol of two countries working together to defend the
citizens of both countries from those who would do them
harm.

Development calls for 597 new homes
By Cindy Gersch
Actus Lend Lease project marketing manager

Tierra Vista Communities, the housing privatization project here, is unveiling its plans to build 597
new homes on base during the next five and a half
years.
In all, more than 652 homes will be built or renovated during the initial development period. The
new housing is part of the Military Housing
Privatization Initiative, a critical component in the
effort to eliminate inadequate housing and foster a
better quality of life.
“The new development at Peterson is aimed at
one thing: improving the quality of life for Airmen
and their families,” said Jim Mullen, Tierra Vista

Communities project director. “These homes are
larger than the homes currently on base and offer
more storage space — two needs previously identified by Peterson Airmen.”
Homes for servicemembers of all ranks will range
in size from 1,634 square feet to 4,060 square feet.
The homes — mostly three and four bedroom
models — will feature walk-in closets, master bathrooms and garages or off-street parking. New homes
will include a minimum of three bedrooms.
Actus Lend Lease was selected by the Air Force as
the preferred developer for the $380 million community development project at three bases, including
See Homes page 10

Courtesy graphic

An artist’s rendition of future Peterson housing.
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6th SWS the epitome of a crisp organization
Commentary by Col. Jay Raymond
21st Space Wing commander

On Jan. 16, your command chief, Chief
Master Sgt. Timothy Omdal and I visited the
6th Space Warning Squadron at Cape Cod Air
Force Station, Mass. Accompanying us on our
visit was another outstanding Airman from
the 21st Space Wing, Airman 1st Class Jacob
Close. Airman Close, who works in the 21st
Operations Support Squadron’s Intelligence
Flight as a missile warning analyst, was recently selected for senior airman “below the
zone.” I know he was very appreciative of the
opportunity to get a first-hand look at one of
the missile warning squadrons he supports.
The visit to Cape Cod, my fourth visit to
one of the 21st SW’s missile warning sites, was
extremely successful. This was no surprise to
me as the 6th SWS is routinely recognized as
one of the finest squadrons in Air Force Space
Command. In fact, just a couple of months
ago, they aced the 14th Air Force standardization and evaluation team inspection, garnering
an ‘outstanding’ rating. After the inspection, the
14th AF chief of standardization and evaluation wrote, “if all units were this well prepared
we could stop doing operations inspections
completely.”
The best part of these site visits is getting to
meet the quality Airmen assigned to this wing.
Capt Heather Swanson, 6th SWS operations
support flight commander, was the squadron
lead for our visit and did a magnificent job.
We also met Staff Sgt. Christopher Harrell
from the 6th SWS security flight. This NCO was

Col.
Jay Raymond
21st Space
Wing
commander
the heat. He was firmly in control of the
security of the squadron, gave an exceptional post briefing, recited the Airman’s
Creed and is the model of physical fitness
for the unit.
Before leaving the squadron, I hosted a
commander’s call to articulate the accomplishments of last year and the roadmap
for the year ahead. During the commander’s call, I had the privilege of presenting Master Sgt. Wendell Craven, 6th
SWS chief of civil engineering, with the
21st Space Wing Senior NCO of the
Quarter plaque. After meeting Sergeant
Craven, it’s clear why he took home the
honor ... evidence of his outstanding work
was all around. From the $475,000 in security project upgrades he assisted with to the
$1.9 million in civil engineer projects he
led, his contributions and impact to the
unit will be felt for years to come.
Finally, one of the things that stood out
during our visit was the impeccable appearance and uncompromising military bearing
of the members from 6th SWS. You could

just sense from being in the presence of such
professionals that this was an extremely crisp
organization. I know their squadron commander, Lt. Col. Chris Gentry, is very proud
of them ... as am Chief Omdal and I. Once
again, my thanks to the unit for putting together such an outstanding site visit.
Another highlight of the past week was the
recognition ceremony dinner held for newlyselected chief master sergeants. Sponsored by
the Colorado Springs Area Chiefs Group, this
ceremony included three senior master sergeants from the 21st SW as event honorees:
Tony Nussbaum, Bryan Rainey and Thomas
Trottier. With their promotions, they join the
ranks of the top one percent of the enlisted
force. My congratulations to each of them —
we’re extremely proud of the work they have
done in earning a promotion to the highest enlisted rank.
Before closing this week’s commentary, I
hope everyone took time over the Martin
Luther King, Jr. holiday weekend to reflect on
the life of Dr. King and the principles in which
he ultimately gave his life for. Among those
principles was his unshakable belief in
freedom, liberty, the dignity of every life and
the rights of every individual. I also want to
highlight Staff Sgt. Sabrina Lukas and Ms.
Wynona James for leading the effort in putting together the Martin Luther King commemorative service held Jan. 17. It was a great
event honoring the life of Dr. King.
On Jan. 25, we head for SnoFest ... see you
on the slopes!
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Air Mobility Command deems 302nd “combat ready”
By Maj. James R. Wilson

Photo by Maj. James R. Wilson
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The Air Mobility Command’s Inspector
General has declared what many members of
the 302nd Airlift Wing have long believed — the
unit is capable of fighting and winning wars in
the 21st Century.
The assessment was made Dec. 20, 2007 after
officials observed the 302nd AW’s performance
during its recent Operational Readiness
Inspection.
“During our inspection, we found that strong
leadership and teamwork were clearly evident
at all levels to make the 302nd Airlift Wing an
effective and efficient fighting force,” said Col.
John P. Almind, AMC Inspector General team
chief, during the out brief.”
Among the areas assessed during the inspection included initial response (to deployment
order), employment of forces, mission support
and Ability To Survive and Operate.
Colonel Almind offered his congratulations
to members of the wing for demonstrating that
they were ready for the many challenges presented by his team of inspectors.
“We came to validate your programs,
processes compliance and the readiness piece
that is so important to the United States Air
Force,” he said. “You were given a tough and
hard look — I’m sure you would agree.”
The colonel commented that he was especially impressed was the positive attitudes and
adherence to the Air Force’s core values displayed by wing members.
“It’s very apparent to me that you all enjoy
one another and are very much a family,” said
Colonel Almind. “You’re definitely one team, one
fight.”
Maj. Gen. Martin Mazick, 22nd Air Force
commander, attended the outbrief and offered
his thanks to the Reservists from Colorado.
“Thank you for all your efforts,” said

Members of the 302nd Airlift Wing participate in an Operational Readiness Inspection Dec. 5, 2007, at Gulfport Combined
Readiness Training Center, Miss. The Air Force conducts operational readiness inspections to ensure units are ready
and able to perform their mission during times of war.
General Mazick. “You have proven now that
you can fight today’s and tomorrow’s war.
We’re asking so much of everyone across the
board (in 22nd AF) these days. “You proved
that you could deploy (for combat operations).
Well done.”
Col. James J. Muscatell, Jr., 302nd AW commander, echoed those sentiments.
“This was a team effort,” he said. “Whether
you deployed for the ORI or not, it took
everyone to perform the way we did. I’d like to
thank you for the great work each of you did
during this inspection. I’m so proud to be your
chief servant.”
Four teams and eight individuals earned special recognition from Colonel Almind for per-

formance that was well above expectations.
The following teams and individuals were
recognized at the out brief.

Superior Performers
The AMC inspector general singled out the
following as superior performers during the
Operational Readiness Inspection:
Master Sgt. Robbie Engevold, 302nd
Communications Flight
Master Sgt. David Robbin, 302nd Operations
Support Flight
Tech. Sgt. Tina Lopez, 302nd Security Forces
Squadron
See 302nd page 10
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Kehler: ‘AFSPC has been entrusted with a national mission’
By Airman 1st Class Wesley Carter
30th Space Wing Public Affairs

Photo by Airman 1st Class Matthew Plew

VANDENBERG AIR FORCE BASE,
Calif. — For the first time in his short
tenure as commander of Air Force Space
Command, Gen. Robert Kehler walked off
a plane Jan. 8 on the Vandenberg flight line
and took a stroll down memory lane.
The former 30th Space Wing commander
was back at Vandenberg to hold a commander’s call as well as participate in the
promotion ceremony of Lt. Gen. William
Shelton, commander of the Joint Functional
Component Command for Space (under
U.S. Strategic Command) and commander
of 14th Air Force, Air Force Space
Command.
General Kehler said he was proud of the
30th Space Wing.
“Air Force Space Command has been entrusted with a national mission, and that
mission is getting more important every
day,” General Kehler said.
“The extraordinary professionalism of
the men and women assigned to
Vandenberg to include Airmen, government employees and contractors has not
changed,” he said.
The general’s experience in the use of U.S.
space capabilities grew during his assignments as the director of National Security
Space Integration, chairman of the Space
Superiority and Nuclear Deterrence Panel,
and deputy commander of U.S. Strategic
Command.
The space mission is critically important
for the future, the general said. All U.S. military space capabilities get to orbit from two
primary places, Patrick AFB, Fla., on the
East Coast and at Vandenberg on the West
Coast.
“Vandenberg is continuing a string of 56

Free listings for
servicemembers!

Call 329-5236

Gen. Robert Kehler (left), commander of Air Force Space Command, shakes hands with Col. Steve Tanous,
30th Space Wing commander, after concluding his visit here Jan. 8. General Kehler’s visit consisted of a tour
of Vandenberg’s launch facilities, Lt. Gen. William Shelton’s promotion, as well as meeting with Vandenberg
Airmen and leadership to address questions and concerns regarding the mission of the Air Force and AFSPC.
successful launches, and that only happens
with professionals dedicated to the mission,”
he said.
Due to new and emerging geopolitical
stressors, space is more important now than
ever, he said.
“As I look into the future, I see a time
when Air Force Space Command must be
prepared to operate and deliver its space capabilities in a contested environment,”
General Kehler said. “We saw some of that
evidence when the Chinese tested their antisatellite weapon and reminded the whole
world that there are capabilities that can

threaten our space systems.”
The Chinese ASAT test occurred Jan. 11,
2007, when China destroyed one of its
weather satellites.
The current catalog of space debris directly attributed to China ASAT test is about
2,500, which puts every nation’s space capabilities at risk.
For some 30th Space Wing members,
hearing the general’s concerns first-hand
was eye opening.
“As a new member of the space community, it is eye opening to think that other
countries may be committing to use space

as a military asset,” said 2nd Lt. Brian
Guetchschow, a mission flight control/range
control officer with the 2nd Range
Operations Squadron. “Most people have
never considered space to be a potential
battle zone.”
Working in that contested environment
means shifting priorities.
“I believe one of our top priorities is to improve our space situational awareness, the
protection of space systems on the ground
and the links that puts them together,”
General Kehler said. “Space is shaping the
American way of warfare in this century
just like air power shaped it in the last century.”
The general said he not only takes pride
in the mission and space capabilities that
Team “V” provides, but also that it accomplishes this while deploying a large number
of Airmen.
“This base deploys more Airmen than
any other base in the command,” he said.
“Although the large number impacts the
workforce, you continue to perform at the
highest of levels.”
The high number of deployments means
going to a combat area is becoming a reality for many Team “V” servicemembers.
Airmen should know there are big
changes happening in the Air Force, but
there are reasons for them. Airmen should
not worry about the problems the Air Force
faces but should continue being the solution, General Kehler said.
The commander left the Vandenberg
Airmen with a challenge.
“It is not the machinery or the technology
that makes the Air Force,” he said. “It is the
Airmen. In everything you do strive for perfection.”
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Prepping for deployment: Knowing powers of attorney
Commentary by 1st Lt. Andre Pennington
21st Space Wing legal office

Myths about power of attorney
1. MYTH: Once I execute a power of attorney, a person or business has to accept it.
REALITY: False. No person or business
can be compelled to accept a power of attorney and allow the grantee to act on a

U.S. Air Force graphic

Many members of the 21st Space Wing
are or will soon be preparing to deploy in
support of the global war on terrorism,
spanning the entire globe. But before they
take off on their air expeditionary force
cycle, one of the most important matters
facing them is the handling of personal affairs back at home.
A power of attorney transfers important
legal rights to an individual named in the
document. It can help when prepping for
deployment, but there are important factors to consider before executing one.
Powers of attorney come in two forms:
A Special Power of Attorney allows the
person to whom an individual gives the
power, or the “grantee,” the authority to act
for that individual, known as the “grantor,”
only when conducting business that is outlined in the document. This power of attorney lists in writing the actions the grantor
wants to be conducted on their behalf. A
Special Power of Attorney can be very useful
for taking care of matters like moving vehicles and household goods, buying and selling
property, settling insurance claims, authorizing medical treatment for minors and
managing financial accounts not jointly held.
Care should be taken to determine who will

hold the power of attorney and what actions
will be authorized in the document.
Remember, without a power of attorney, a
spouse or other family member could be
significantly hampered in dealing with matters that may arise during deployment.
A General Power of Attorney gives the
grantee a number of rights, to include the
right to sell personal property and use the
grantor’s credit. It transfers almost unlimited ability to act for another person. A
General Power of Attorney may create more
difficulties than it cures, and any member
considering one should think carefully
about it. It’s an extremely powerful legal instrument and can be very useful. It can also
be very dangerous in the hands of someone
inexperienced in business matters, of unstable temperament or with a spouse when
the marital relationship is in a state of discord. A General Power of Attorney should
not be executed unless the individual
making it is fully aware of the risks associated with such a document.

Peterson Airmen should prepare for deployment at all times. This includes the possibility of signing a power of
attorney to allow family members or friends to look after their assets while they are away at war.
grantor’s behalf. It is entirely within the discretion of the person/business whether to
accept a power of attorney and allow a
grantee to act on behalf of a grantor.
2. MYTH: Powers of attorney expire automatically in a year.
REALITY: False. A power of attorney will
automatically terminate upon the death of

either the grantor or grantee, but otherwise
it will terminate on a date that is specified
in the document. One should not make a
power of attorney last any longer than is
necessary.
For more information, or to obtain a
power of attorney, call the 21st Space Wing
legal office at 556-4871.

V isit the Space Obser ver online at
www.csmng.com
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AF leadership announces policy changes for Airmen in AOR
By Staff Sgt. Monique Randolph
Secretary of the Air Force Public Affairs

WASHINGTON — Changes are on the horizon for
Airmen serving in the Central Command area of responsibility. In an effort to standardize policies among those assigned and those deployed to the CENTCOM AOR, Air
Force officials will implement several changes beginning
as soon as February 2008.
“There are several reasons for these changes,” said Lt. Col.
Scott Brady, chief of Air Force promotions and evaluations
policy at the Pentagon. “We have Airmen on 365-day deployments and Airmen who are permanent party sitting side
by side, for the same amount of time, but some policies
affect them differently. So, in those policy areas where it
made sense to make a change, and where we could make a
change, we did.”
The first major change is that enlisted Airmen will no
longer test for promotion in the AOR. Currently, permanent party Airmen, those who are in permanent-changeof-station status, test for promotion while those Airmen
on 365-day deployments do not. Once implemented, the
policy change will cease all Weighted Airman Promotion
System, or ‘WAPS’ testing in the AOR regardless of duty
status.
“(Testing Airmen in the AOR) reduces mission focus and
increases our footprint because it requires secure testing
facilities, test proctors and test control officers,” Colonel
Brady said. “We also had to consider that many Airmen

have to travel to the test site, putting more Airmen on the
road and in harm’s way.”
Instead, eligible Airmen will test before deploying if the
testing cycle is ongoing, and if they are deployed during the
testing cycle, they will have 60 days to study upon their
return to home station. If selected for promotion, they will
receive back-pay and benefits based on their original date
of rank, Colonel Brady said.
Skills Knowledge test exemption policies will remain the
same, and will be considered on a case-by-case basis, he
said.
Airmen on 365-day deployments in the AOR can also
expect changes to physical fitness testing policies. Fitness
testing has been prohibited for these Airmen while those permanently assigned are required to test if it is “safe and reasonable” to do so, said Colonel Brady.
“We are going to remove that testing limitation for 365day deployers, and leave the decision to the commanders
on the ground,” said Colonel Brady. “If it is safe and reasonable (to test), the commander can direct the fitness
test.”
The final policy change includes not only Airmen on 365day deployments, but those who are extended to 300 or
more days after they’ve deployed.
“Currently, Airmen who deploy on an approved 365-day
indeterminate temporary duty assignment can apply for
advance assignment consideration or a 24-month assignment
deferment, but Airmen who are extended to 365 days can

not,” Colonel Brady said. “To make this policy more equitable, we’re applying those benefits to Airmen who are extended to 300 days or more.”
Airmen who wish to apply for an advanced assignment
or deferment will do so through their home station unit
commanders upon returning from deployment.
“The desires of the Airman will be heavily considered,
but they must apply; the program is not automatic. Also, unit
manning and the needs of the Air Force will still be deciding factors,” said Colonel Brady.

CENTCOM AOR Countries
Afghanistan
Bahrain
Djibouti
Egypt
Ethiopia
Eritrea
Iran
Iraq
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lebanon

Oman
Pakistan
Qatar
Saudi Arabia
Seychelles
Somalia
Sudan
Syria
Tajikistan
Turkmenistan
U.A.E.
Uzbekistan
Yemen
Source: www.centcom.mil
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B a s e
What’s Coming Up:

‘Retreat’ time changed
Base retreat changes from 5:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. beginning
Jan. 14. Please plan accordingly. For details and specific information on rendering proper honors to the U.S. flag, visit
www.peterson.af.mil.

Services offers fun in the snow
The 21st Services Squadron is a one-stop-shop for winter
fun. Outdoor Recreation offers ski and snowboard rentals as
well as apparel. Looking to ski? Outdoor Recreation has
Team Pete covered. Sign up early for these ski dates as seats
go fast:
Jan. 25-27 — SnoFest @ Keystone Resort
Jan. 28 — Winter Park
For more information, call Outdoor Rec at 556-4867

Customer Feedback Survey live soon
Air Force Services recently launched their annual
Customer Feedback Survey to assess customer satisfaction with base level Services programs. The surveys allows
members assigned to Peterson the opportunity to assess
the level of service they are receiving. The CFS is available
between Jan. 14 and 31 and can be found at www.21svs.
com.

Military personnel flight to undergo
renovations
The 21st Mission Support Squadron MPF times of operation changed in preparation for major renovations beginning
Jan. 22. These include common access card, or ‘CAC’ and ID
sections. The following is a projected timeline for services:
Jan. 22 — CACs and IDs are unavailable as DEERS personnel reconnect equipment. The 302th Airlift Wing, located in Bldg. 895, Room 120E, is on-line and available to
produce MISSION ESSENTIAL CAC and ID cards.
Additionally, Schriever AFB and USAFA are available for
new CACs and IDs.
Jan. 23 — Feb. 8 : The CAC and ID sections are located
in the 21st MSS command section of Bldg. 350, Room 1028.
During those dates, CAC and ID section works use a manual
sign-in sheet. The waiting area is located in Bldg. 350’s
atrium.
Feb. 11 — CACs and IDs are unavailable as DEERS personnel reconnect equipment. The 302th Airlift Wing, located in Bldg. 895, Room 120E, is on-line and available to
produce MISSION ESSENTIAL CAC and ID cards.
Additionally, Schriever AFB and USAFA are available for
new CACs and IDs.
Feb. 12 — The 21st MSS/MPF, including CAC and ID
sections, is fully operational at its original location in Bldg
350.
All other MPF services, including base training and
BIMAA, are located in the 21st MSS civilian personnel flight
located in Bldg. 350, Room 1116 from Jan. 22 — Feb. 11.

Base theater to reopen, free admission
The 21st Services and Space Communications Squadrons
kick off the re-opening of the base theater Feb. 1 with free
admission. Adult actions films are played on Wednesdays,
family movies are shown every first Friday and Saturdays
include family matinees with action movies in the evening.

B r i e f s

Soda and popcorn available for purchase. For updated
movie listings, visit www.peterson.af.mil or www.21svs.
com.

Safe dating
Mike Domitrz performs from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Feb. 12 at
The Club ballroom. The author of “May I Kiss You? A Candid
Look at Dating, Communication, Respect, & Sexual Assault
Awareness,” Mr. Domitrz’s presentation is sponsored by the
Peterson Sexual Assault Response Coordinator.

Rental Properties owned by Alma Patrick
8 separate addresses
Kinja Clinic
1729 Crest Place
Siam’s Oriental Massage Parlor
1783 B Street
Moshi Spa
409 Windchime Place
Oriental Spa Massage
955 N. Powers Blvd

Air Force Ball

Chapel schedule

The Lance P. Sijan Chapter of the Air Force Association presents the annual Air Force Ball Feb. 15 at the Broadmoor
Resort, featuring Tops in Blue. The theme of this year’s Ball
is “Heritage, Honor, Valor...I will not Fail!”
Cost is: E-1 to E-4, GS-3 to GS-4 $15; E-5 to E-6, GS-5
$20; E-7 to E-9, GS-6 $30, O-1 to O-3, GS-7 to GS-11 $35;
O-4 and O-5, GS-12 to GS-14 $45; O-6 and above, GS-15 and
above $60; retired military and non-DoD civilian guests $80
(AFA members) and $100 (non-AFA member).
For room reservations at the Broadmoor, call 577-5775
and mention group code AFB08 ($155). For information,
go to www.afasijan.com.

The Peterson base chapel offers the following services:
Catholic Masses: noon Tuesday through Friday, 5 p.m.
Saturday and 9:30 a.m. Sunday. Catholic Religious Education:
8 a.m. Sunday.
Protestant: Liturgical — 8:15 a.m. Sunday, Traditional 11
a.m. Sunday, and Gospel 12:30 p.m. Sunday.
For information call the chapel at 556-4442.

Scholarship applications

Care line

Applications for the Defense Commissary Agency’s 2008
Scholarships for Military Children Program are available
now in commissaries worldwide or online at www.commissaries.com.
The $1,500 scholarships are available to unmarried children under the age of 21 (or 23, if enrolled in school) of military active-duty, retired, and Guard and Reserve
servicemembers; applications due by Feb. 20. At least one
scholarship will be awarded at every commissary location
with qualified applicants.

Servicemembers can call the Care Line at 556-CARE (5562273) from 6 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. weekdays to book appointments, or anytime at www.tricareonline.mil.

JAG law school programs accepting
applications
The Air Force Judge Advocate General’s office is now
accepting applications for both the Funded Legal Education
and Excess Leave Programs until March 1. Both programs
allow AF officers to pursue law degrees. For more information and application materials, visit www.airforce.com/
jag.

Home brew fest
There is a home brew fest Feb. 22 at The Club. The first
150 guests receive a commemorative beer glass. Home
brewers can reserve their table now by calling 574-4100.
Admission is $12, $8 for club members. Call 574-4100 for
information.

What You Should Know:

North Gate hours change
The hours of operation for the North Gate are Mondays
through Fridays, 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., including holidays.

Off limits areas established
The following locations within the Colorado Springs area
and El Paso County are off limits to U.S. Air Force personnel:
Happy Hour Bar & Grill
1677 Jet Wing Dr.

Family violence training
Annual domestic violence awareness training is mandatory for all units. To schedule training, contact Martina
Porter at 556-8943.

Community info available
Newcomers and Peterson veterans alike can find important community information at the People Helping People
website.

AFRC classes
The Airman and Family Readiness Center offers classes
including readiness briefings, sponsorship training, spouse
job orientation, pre-separation briefings, financial readiness, resume review and more. For a listing, call 556-6141.

Allied schools offers spouses no-cost
career training
Allied Schools now offers Air Force spouses no-charge
career training when they enroll at a nationally-accredited
online school using tuition assistance. Spouses can choose
from an approved list of courses in real estate, the medical
field and business at Allied, many of which can be found
online. For more information, visit www.education4military. com.

DASH offers free rides
Drive a Servicemember Home, formerly known as EADD,
offers free rides from 10 p.m. to 3 a.m. Fridays and Saturdays,
including holidays. The program is open to all ranks and
services. Call 55 NO DUI for a free ride.

RV, trailer gate access
Drivers of recreational vehicles and trailers, and non-commercial rental trucks and trailers who have a valid military,
dependent, retiree or Department of Defense civilian ID
card may enter through either the East or West gates.
Commercial trucks or trailers being operated by contractors, once receiving a pass from the West Gate Visitor Control
Center, will enter through the East Gate.

S p o rt s

B r i e f s

What You Should Know:

Flag football, soccer field reseeded
The flag football and soccer field, located behind the fitness and sports center, is off limits until the spring of 2008;
new seed was planted. For other field options, call 556-4462.

Fitness center policy
The Fitness and Sports Center requires patrons who use
exercise areas with hardwood floors (gym, racquetball
courts and aerobics room) to hand-carry court shoes into
the facility. Court shoes worn on the street carry in sand,
grit and small pebbles that mar the floor’s surface. For information, call the Fitness and Sports Center front desk at
556-4462.

Fitness center Family Day hours
The Fitness and Sports Center is open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on
all 21st Space Wing Family Days, Saturdays, Sundays and
holidays. For information, call 556-4462.
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New York unit brings Canadian Forces, Air National Guard together
By Brooke Davis
Northeast Air Defense Sector Public Affairs

Photo by Brooke Davis

While the North American Aerospace
Defense Command celebrates its rich and
historic 50 years, one unit will remain diligently watching the skies just as it did on
9-11.
Sept. 11, 2001 is still etched in the mind
of Capt. Rob Hogarth, who is assigned to
the New York Air National Guard’s
Northeast Air Defense Sector.
Like other members of the unit, which is
responsible for orchestrating the air defense
of the eastern United States, Hogarth found
himself at war on the morning of Sept. 11,
as the Twin Towers fell and United Flight 93
crashed in a farmer’s field. He and other
members of NEADS, as the Rome-based
unit is known, did their utmost to secure
the skies over America that day.
Hogarth, though, isn’t a member of the
Air National Guard. He’s a member of the
Canadian Forces, and one of 15 Canadians
who play a key role in the operational air
defense mission of NORAD.
“It was impossible to separate the actions
of the Canadians and those of the
Americans, because the Canadian
Component is an integral part of NEADS,
and we have been incorporated seamlessly
into the team,” Hogarth wrote in article for
a Canadian Air Force publication. “It was a
tremendous honor and responsibility to have
a nation put its faith in you, to trust you to
keep them safe. I am very proud to have been
called upon to defend that faith and to justify that trust. In every sense, the men and
women of NEADS rose to the occasion.”
Since its inception, close cooperation between Canada and the United States has
been a hallmark of NORAD, and Hogarth
— now on his second tour at NEADS —
exemplifies this partnership.
In November 2006, the mission of the
joint American-Canadian unit doubled
when the Southeast Air Defense Sector at
Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla., was deactivated.

Members of the Rome, N.Y., community watch as Lt. Col. Wendy Rickards, Northeast Air Defense Sector
Canadian Component commander, and Warrant Officer Norm Macoomb, NEADS Canadian Component unit
warrant officer, place a Canadian Component wreath next to the United States wreath during a joint, bi-national
Veterans Day ceremony in Rome, N.Y. NEADS is the joint American-Canadian unit responsible for orchestrating
the air defense of the eastern United States.
“Everyone in this unit worked tirelessly to
ensure that the expansion of our air defense
mission was seamless,” said Col. Clark
Speicher,
NEADS
commander.
“Transitioning from controlling 500,000
square miles to 1 million square miles of airspace would seem like a huge undertaking, yet
the professionalism displayed by everyone in
the unit ensured that this expansion was and
remains continuously flawless. At NEADS,
we have a no-fail mission, and everyone
works to ensure that this is achieved.”
NEADS and the Canadian Component
also reach out to the local community
through speaking engagements, Color
Guard details and annual events like the
Canadian Component Mess Dinner.
“We encourage everyone in the unit, including the Canadians posted here, to support and contribute to the local
community,” said Lt. Col. Wendy Rickards,
the Canadian Component commander.

“Our relationship with the community here
has been strengthened by these positive actions and, in turn, community members
have always remained extremely supportive
of our unit and our mission.”
The combined efforts of local veterans,
the City of Rome and members of the
Canadian Component resulted in Rome becoming the first U.S. city to be presented a
Canadian flag by the Canadian Forces, in a
ceremony on May 21, 2005.
“In the course of planning the event, it
became evident that it was a historical first,”
said Capt. Chris Semchuk, a Canadian
Forces member who is assigned to NEADS
as a senior director aerospace controller.
“No American city had ever been presented
a Canadian Flag by the Canadian Forces
and, after almost two years of planning, two
Canadian flags were presented to Rome
Mayor James Brown.”
The Canadian Component commander at

the time, Lt. Col François Malo, presented
Brown with a Canadian flag — previously
flown on the Peace Tower of Canada’s
Parliament — mounted in a shadow box
and accompanied by a copy of the Jan. 28,
1965, National Flag Royal Proclamation.
The second flag was raised over Rome’s city
hall, where it still flies today.
Brown captured the significance of the
event by stating that he was “honored to be
a part of this event which was a first in both
American and Canadian history.”
From its beginnings in World War II, Air
Defense has been a continuous process of
modernization. Of more than 12 air defense
sectors that have been deactivated, NEADS
is one of the only two operational sectors
in the continental United States still in existence. The Western Air Defense Sector,
operating out of McChord Air Force Base in
Washington, is NEADS’ sister sector.
NEADS was the first sector to modernize
from a manual Air Defense System to the
Semi-Automatic Ground Environment
(SAGE) System. The unit became operational
in 1958 and set the standard for other sectors
to follow, according to the unit’s history.
As part of an Air Force reorganization
that started in 1993, NEADS was the first Air
Defense Sector to transform from the regular Air Force to the Air National Guard.
During that transition, Griffiss Air Force
Base was also realigned into the Griffiss
Business and Technology Park where
NEADS is located.
During the Griffiss realignment, NEADS
was transformed as well. The unit’s successful transformation set the transformation standard, and its lessons learned helped
ensure a successful transition for the other
sectors and First Air Force, Speicher said.
In addition to the Air National Guard and
Canadian Forces military personnel assigned to NEADS, the unit’s staff includes
federal civil service and civilian contractor
personnel and active-duty members of the
Air Force, Navy, Army and Coast Guard.
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302nd: Performers New ALS curriculum creates challenges
By Senior Airman Joshua Stevens

From page 4

28th Bomb Wing Public Affairs

ELLSWORTH AIR FORCE BASE, S.D. (AFPN) –
Airmen attending Airman Leadership School here and at all
Air Force bases come into the new year with many changes
to its core curriculum that may create a more challenging
course for students ready to become NCOs.
ALS institutions Air Force-wide are required to have a
“historic, total rewrite” of the training system in place and
ready for instruction as of Jan. 1, said Senior Master Sgt. Joey
Parks, the 28th Mission Support Squadron ALS Flight chief.
Airman Leadership School is a 192-hour, 24-academic-day
class whose mission is to prepare senior airmen for supervisory duties and foster a commitment to the profession of arms.
“The changes were made so that the curriculum would be
in line with a combat expeditionary mindset,” said Tech.
Sgt. James Delo Jr., a 28th MSS ALS Flight instructor.
“The College for Enlisted Professional Military Education
completed a two-year deliberate process, blending inputs
from Air Force leaders to hone the effectiveness, precision
and clarity of the ALS curriculum,” Sergeant Parks said.
In the previous curriculum, the four modules taught were
leadership management, profession of arms, human relations and communication skills.
Under the revised system there are still four training modules, but they have transitioned to supervisor of Airmen,
military professional, combat leader and supervisory communicator.
“The new curriculum is designed to strengthen an
Airman’s leadership and management skills and their understanding of ethical conduct as warrior leaders and role
models,” Sergeants Parks said. “Communication studies lessons will challenge a student’s written and oral communication skills at a higher level.”
He also described the changes to the rest of the course.
“New lessons focus on the synergy of operating with
multinational and joint forces, as well as understanding total
force integration,” Sergeant Parks said. “Enlisted heritage
and history, plus regional awareness and cultural sensitivity
have also been added.”
About 35 percent of the material is completely new, and
the rest was significantly revised, Sergeant Delo said.
“Of all the information, the combat leader course is the
newest,” said Tech. Sgt. Day McDougall, a 28th MSS ALS
Flight instructor. “It used to be referred to as profession of

Airman First Class Rebecca Bostrack, 302nd Operations
Support Flight

Outstanding Teams
The AMC inspector general singled out the following
as outstanding teams during the ORI:
! 302nd Airlift Wing, Comptroller Team
! 302nd Logistics Readiness Squadron, Vehicle
Management and Operations Team
! 302nd Operations Support Flight, Aircrew Pre-deployment Briefing Team
! 302nd Civil Engineer Squadron, Minimum Operating
Strip Cell Team

Exceptional Performers
The following Airmen were given coins from the Air
Mobility Command Inspector General for exceptional
individual performances during the Operational
Readiness Inspection:
! Lt. Col. Melinda Clearwater, 302nd Performance
Planning Office
! Maj. Kristen Simpson, 302nd Logistics Readiness
Squadron
! Capt. Dawn Beyer, 302nd Operations Support Flight
! Senior Master Sgt. Milo Scott, 302nd Logistics
Readiness Squadron

About the
302nd AW
The 302nd Airlift Wing is
the largest tenant organization at Peterson Air
Force Base. Over 1,200 reservists and 250 full-time
personnel are assigned to
the 302nd AW, one of several C-130 units located
throughout the nation. The
unit has a unique and special mission of aerial fire-fighting with the U.S.
Forest Service. It mirrors the active-duty by participating in exercises
and inspections, while training daily for contingency operations.

arms, but has had a huge overhaul.”
The changes were in the works for the past two years,
Sergeant Delo said.
“ALS flight chiefs and instructors across 70 schools contributed toward the lessons, using their community of practice (CoPs are Web-based applications that military bases use
to provide information to Airmen),” Sergeant Parks said.
“Ellsworth was chosen as a test base about seven months
ago for professional conduct lessons by the College for Enlisted
Professional Military Education,” Sergeant Delo said. “We
also critiqued many of the proposed changes that came along.”
The renovation of the course is proving to not only be a
challenge for students, but also the instructors.
“You have to essentially relearn your job,” Sergeant Delo
said, having taught ALS for the past five years.
The last class to graduate with the old material did so
Dec. 21, Sergeant Delo said. The current ALS class began Jan.
10, so the instructors didn’t have much time to finish their
certifications.
Instructors are required to become proficient in all areas
of study.
“We had to test on all the material at 90 percent or better
to become subject matter experts,” Sergeant McDougall said.
Another aspect that makes becoming proficient difficult, is
making sure we coordinate with each other to ensure our
lesson plans are in line. All instructors must teach and administer tests to Airmen in the same manner.
Student testing is one of the areas most significantly affected by the changes.
“As of this class (that began Jan.10), the entire course is
testable,” Sergeant Delo said. “In previous classes only specific segments of the course were testable.”
“You can no longer pass this course by being active in the
classroom alone,” Sergeant McDougall said. “From now on,
much more home study will be needed.”
Another significant change in the course comes to the
material regarding enlisted evaluations.
The classes before the beginning of 2008 learned aspects
of the old enlisted performance report system, Sergeant
Delo said. Now we will be able to completely teach all the
aspects of the new EPR.
The new course is also “more applicable,” Sergeant
McDougall said. “Airmen should be able to use all of this information in a real-world capacity – both on the battlefield
and at their home station.”

Photo by Airman 1st Class Anthony Sanchelli

Tech. Sgt. Heather McDougall teaches Airmen during Airman Leadership School Dec. 11 at Ellsworth Air Force Base, S.D. Calendar year 2008 marks
the beginning of significant changes to the core curriculum of all Air Force Airman Leadership Schools. The changes will affect all aspects of the ALS
training regimen. ALS is a 192-hour, 24-academic-day class whose mission is to prepare senior airmen for supervisory duties and foster a commitment to the profession of arms.

Homes: Amenities
From page 1
Peterson, Schriever AFB, Colo. and Los Angeles AFB, Calif.
Once Actus was chosen, immediate plans were put in place
to find the best way to deal with customer issues and complaints.
“We are 110 percent committed to customer satisfaction
and we wanted to get a plan in place to deal directly with any
resident issues that may arise,” said Mr. Mullen. “We immediately put in place customer service lines where residents can call anytime of day to discuss issues. Since Tierra
Vista took over housing at Peterson we have responded to
more than 1,300 service calls and assisted more than 150 fam-

ilies move into or out of our housing.”
As part of the housing agreement, TVC is not only
building homes, but communities. Centralized community
centers with fitness facilities, meeting spaces and other
amenities will be constructed during the initial development period. The centers are planned to serve as activity
hubs for residents and will house the property management
staff. TVC is also responsible for all snow removal, solid
waste and recyclables pick up and individual home lawn
maintenance.
“We know how many challenges our military families
face, and we want to make their living experiences as carefree and positive as possible,” said Mr. Mullen. “We worked
diligently to do just that and will continue working to ensure
all of our residents are happy.”
Tierra Vista Communities plans to break ground and
begin construction on these new homes in spring 2008.
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Joint exercise accomplishes historical achievements
By By Master Sgt. Sean P. Houlihan
8th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Photo by Senior Airman Steven R. Doty

KUNSAN AIR BASE, South Korea —
For the past week Airmen have been participating in an operational readiness exercise
alongside South Korea airmen and soldiers,
testing the combined mission of the two
allies stationed here.
Even though the ORE is a regular occurance, the exercise made history with two
separate events.
The first historical event included
American and Korean pilots and intelligence
officers conducting mission planning and
flying operations together. The second was
a mass causality exercise simulating Korean
and U.S. Airmen injured in a mortar attack
resulting in 8th Medical Group Airmen provided medical attention to the wounded
alongside Korean medical technicians.
Joint mission planning for the exercise
began Jan. 4 with an academic lesson with
Airmen from the 8th Fighter Wing and
Korean air force’s 38th Fighter Group. The
group came together again Jan. 12 to complete mission planning for the entire week to
include assigning targets per the air tasking
order, flight call signs, mission numbers, a
weapons load list for each sortie and to ensure
safety of flight with multiple F-16 Fighting
Falcons flying in the same training airspace.
“The key to joint flying operations begins
with mission planning,” Col. Kenneth Rizer,
the 8th Operations Group commander said.
“Whenever we fly we must ensure we are
able to employ safely and complete the mission as prescribed in the air tasking order or
the training objective.”
Although the 8th FW and 38th FG pilots

Senior Airmen Alejandro DeLaFuente (front) and Anthony Leonard (back) inspect the perimeter for enemy
forces in a simulated attack on the wing operations center during the peninsula wide operational readiness exercise Jan. 17 at Kunsan Air Base, South Korea. The exercise is conducted to ensure members remain mission ready at all times. Both are members of the 8th Security Forces Squadron.
train together on a regular basis flying
during an ORE only strengthens the
working relationship, Colonel Rizer said.
“The more the two organizations are able
to train together on real world scenarios the
better both will be to help maintain the
peace and stability in the Pacific region,” he
said. During the week-long ORE the two
units flew more than 240 sorties.
For Maj. Benjamin Busch, the 8th
Operations Support Squadron chief of wing
weapons and tactics, the opportunity to
mission plan with their Korean counterparts was critically important in helping the
national defense for South Korea by increasing the capability of both Air Forces.

AROUND THE

AIR FORCE
Web site links, educates squadron commanders
MAXWELL AIR FORCE BASE, Ala. (AFPN) – A Web site developed by Air University’s
Air Command and Staff College members here is now empowering commanders through
a familiar concept – communication.
Known as the Commanders Connection, the site provides squadron commanders a safe
environment to discuss issues – sometimes sensitive in nature – and receive advice on how
to handle various situations for the benefit of the Air Force, said Lt. Col. Michael Hower, the
chief of squadron commanders professional development at ACSC.
Because there is no formal education method for squadron commanders, ACSC faculty
identified a specific service need to better educate them. The faculty’s goal was to develop
a professional forum allowing commanders to exploit the ability to learn from discussions.
This is a vital learning method of commanders, Colonel Hower said.
“By keeping the discussions within the squadron commander community, we protect the
trust the commanders have in the site,” Colonel Hower said. “All the best practices are gathered from the discussions and presented in the ‘knowledge’ section. These practices are also
published every other year by Air University Press in ‘Guidelines for Commanders.’”

Pilot mushes dogs for noble cause
EIELSON AIR FORCE BASE, Alaska (AFPN) – A pilot with the Alaska Air National
Guard and a team of 27 Siberian Huskies are currently breaking new strides while mushing
through the icy Interior of
Alaska to help children in
need.
Maj. Blake Matray, 168th
Air Refueling Wing KC-135
pilot and weapons and tactics chief here, joined forces
with Sled Dog Fund Inc., a
nonprofit organization, to
use the adventure of racing
sled dogs to promote awareness and raise funds for children with disabilities.
“We use the visibility and
notoriety of racing sled dogs
Photo by Staff Sgt Eric T. Sheler
in Alaska to promote awareMaj. Blake Matray enjoys a playful moment with his racing sled dogs Whit
ness for these children,” the
(left) and Boomer (right) before preparing them for practice in Alaska.
major said.
Major Matray operates the Sled Dog Fund, Inc., a non-profit organization
Major Matray said all donawhich uses dog sledding racing events to promote awareness and raise
tions the Sled Dog Fund refunds for disabled children.

“The end state is to employ combat forces
together more effectively,” he said. “By
training together we learn how they think
and employ while at the same time they
learn to mission plan. We can’t individually
do these missions without each other.”
The other learning opportunity for the
week was the medical group’s mass causality
exercise Jan 16 with the 38th FG.
Before the exercise began 10 Korean and
seven U.S. Airmen received moulage, a
process to make injuries and wounds realistic on role players acting as patients. Once
role players were ready for they were transported to an area belonging to the 38th FG
where a mortar attack was simulated.

Maj. Charles Flowe, an 8th Medical
Operations Squadron and exercise evaluation team member, said having the attack
within the South Korea compound meant
they would be the first responders on the
scene providing life-saving medical care.
Once patients were stabilized, Korean
medics transported them to the American
clinic for additional care provided by both
Korean and U.S. medical professionals.
The entire scenario went incredibly well
not only due to the precoordination accomplished by the two organizations but by all
the first responders and medics who were
part of the scenario, he said.
“This was a great scenario as all aspects
went well making it a great learning experience,” Major Flowe said.
However, there is room for improvement
to include better communication and flow
of patients through the facility, he said.
For Maj. (Dr.) Greg Sweitzer, the 8th MDG
chief of the medical staff, the experience was
better than expected, especially as it was their
first mass casualty exercise together.
“There is the obvious barrier of communication, but after that, the standard for medical care is unchanged,” he said. “As doctors
we were able to integrate medical technicians
to apply splits and IVs all the same, and triage
the sickest first to get medical attention.”
He looks forward to other training opportunities with the South Korea air force,
he said.
With the conclusion of the ORE, the 8th
FW and 38th FG will continue to train together to become even stronger allied partners
and continue to provide peace and stability to
the region.

ceives directly support children with disabilities and their families and help finance clinical
research on developmental disabilities, hospital programs, parental education programs
and sponsors individual disabled children who wish to compete in adventure races of any
kind.

Air-to-ground missile launched from drone
HOLLOMAN AIR FORCE BASE, N.M. (AFPN) – For the first time, an air-to-ground
missile was launched from
a full-scale aerial target
drone, or FSAT. The test
was performed Jan. 9 by
Airmen
here
with
Detachment 1 of the 82nd
Aerial Targets Squadron.
The FSAT is an unmanned QF-4 Phantom
drone that was operated
by remote control from a
ground station, said Maj.
U.S. Air Force Photo
John Markle, the detachment’s operations officer. An unmanned QF-4 drone launches a missile Jan. 9 over the White Sands
“This is the first air-to- Missile Range, N.M. This was the first time an air-to-ground missile had been
ground missile fired off an fired from an unmanned drone.
unmanned full-scale aerial target,” said Major Markle. “This test is an important part of the
Det. 1 mission because it increases survivability of our Airmen going against (surface-toair missile) threats. Furthermore, it’s the first time the drone has been able to shoot back.
“It makes airpower more lethal,” said Major Markle. “This is a new high-speed, anti-radiation missile the Navy designed to defeat SAM threats; overall this mission is going to benefit the Department of Defense.”

Military absentee voting ‘primary’ concern for officials
WASHINGTON (AFPN) – For Federal Voting Assistance Program officials, getting deployed troops and their families engaged in the current election season is a primary goal.
Ahead of the November general election, officials with the FVAP, which fosters voting participation by uniformed and U.S. citizens abroad, are assisting eligible absentee voters who
wish to cast ballots in their states’ primary election.
“It’s important that voters participate in the upcoming primary elections,” said Polli
Brunelli, the program’s chief. “We have over 20 primaries occurring in February, so now is
the time, if you’ve received your ballot, to vote and get it back by the state deadlines.”
Ms. Brunelli said registering to vote is a simple process.
“Absentee voters fill out a federal postcard application form to request a ballot, send it into
their local election official where the voter is legally authorized to vote,” she said.
The ballot will be sent to the voter, who then votes on the ballot and sends it back to the
local election office.
Paper copies of the application form are available at military installations, embassies and
consulates and from organizations of overseas citizens. Electronic forms are posted online
at the Federal Voting Assistance Program Web site at www.fvap.gov.
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Army unit looking to fly high in intramural hoops
By Walt Johnson
CSMNG

Photo by Walt Johnson

The Space and Missile Defense Command intramural
basketball team earned a hard fought 50-44 victory over
the 200th Air National Guard/311th Aerial Squadron team
Jan. 16 at the Peterson Fitness and Sports Center.
The game was a classic case of two solid teams battling each
other with all the resources it had, neither team could put
a lot of distance between themselves and the other team.
The intramural battle saw each team playing the kind of
basketball it liked in a close first half.
The 200th ANG/311th AS team took a one point lead,
20-19 into the intermission.
After the intermission, Charles Chestnut lead the SMDC
team to a lead and its relentless rebounding made it stand
up as the SMDC team evened its season record at 5-5.
Chestnut was the floor leader for a team that out rebounded
the 200th ANG/311th AS team badly in the second half and
was able to win the game with its board work, according to
Vincent Wright, 200th ANG/311 AS coach.
“We had a couple of good runs tonight but we got cold at
the wrong time and couldn’t knock down some shots we
needed. It happens. We’ll play through it and come back
again next week. When we are playing well we play good defense and grab a lot of rebounds. We got beat tonight because
we allowed them to grab too many offensive rebounds. We
also allowed them to get too many second chance points,”
Wright said.
Chestnut said the game was a snap shot of his team’s
season so far. He said the team has had an up and down
year though it has been leading in almost every game it has
played this year.
“Because of our work schedule we don’t get to practice
much and our fundamentals sometimes are not there. We’re
just not closing out games like we should but lately we have
been policing that up,” Chestnut said.
“We have a bunch of athletic guys that can play some very
good basketball. One advantage that we have is a lot of these
cats also played football with us this year so we understand
each other as athletes. As the season has gone on our defense
is getting a lot tighter and our rebounding has gotten a lot
better. We have also had fewer turnovers as the season has
progressed and those are some of the things that help you

Space and Missile Defense Command’s Charles Chestnut, 11, drives to the basket during intramural action Jan.. 16 at the Peterson Fitness and
Sports Center.
play a better game,” Chestnut added.
“We have four players back from last year’s team but the
problem for us is getting the same players to the games. We
have a lot of players that are deployed or because of duty commitments can’t always be here,” Chestnut said. “The other
problem for us is even when the players do get here sometimes there is a lot of rust on them because they haven’t had
the chance to play the game.”
The SMDC team has been very successful during the intramural sports season here the past two years. Many of the
players on the team are the same athletes that have been a
part of the team’s successful football team that won the base
intramural football title in 2006 and came within an extra

point of repeating as champions this year. Chestnut said he
believes in the athletic ability of his team and thinks that with
a little more time this team will be a much better team than
the one that is currently playing at a 500 level.
“Our feeling is that if we can make the playoffs with the
kind of athletes that we have we can make a pretty deep run.
But we also realize that we have to get ourselves in the position to make the playoffs and start finishing off games
better than we have been. We think we can be a much better
team as we start getting more repetitions and we can step up
our game. We plan to get in the gym a little more often in
the next few weeks, get a little more organization and we
think we are going to be pretty tough to beat,” Chestnut said.

P e t e r s o n A t h l e t e o f t h e We e k
Name:
Teoifolis Williams

At h l e t e o f t h e We e k
Intramural basketball player

I got started in sports because I always enjoyed basketball and we started playing a lot
in the back yard in Chicago when I was about 10-years-old. I have been playing ever since.
I was attracted to basketball because it just looked like it was a lot of fun and after I started
playing I realized it was more fun than I thought. I have always been a competitive person
and I hate to lose and people who know me will tell you that is part of my personality.
I get angry at myself when I make mistakes and sometimes I get upset with my teammates when they make mistakes because I just don’t like losing at all.
What is your best moment playing sports?
TW: My best personal sports moment was when I was playing high school football.
In my senior year in 1996 at Thornridge High School I intercepted a pass and returned
it for a touchdown against our rival high school (Thornton). That ended up being the
game winning score and my teammates all came by and picked me up and carried me off
the field.
What is your best moment in professional sports?
TW: My favorite moment in sports is when Michael Jordan hit the game winning shot against
the Cleveland Cavaliers early in his career and he jumped up so high he almost kicked Craig Ehlo
(Cavaliers guard) in the head. It was exciting for me to see how excited he got because he was able
to hit that shot.
What is the one thing you would like to change in sports?
TW: I think I would do away with instant replay in football. I think it takes up more time than
is necessary first of all and second I think the officials do a pretty good job. Sometimes it can make
a difference in the game, but I don’t like the fact it takes up so much time from the game. The referees are professionals and we should be able to live with the decisions they make. I’m a little old
fashioned and believe that referees decisions are just part of the game. Players make mistakes,
coaches make mistakes and the officials will make mistakes too, it’s just part of the game.
Who would you like to meet from the world of sports?
TW: I would like to talk with Michael Jordan because I am curious as to how he was able to be
so mentally tough in all those difficult situations he was put in. I also would like to know how
much time he worked in the gym and worked on his conditioning and how he balanced that with
the rest of his life. I would also like to talk to him about what it’s like to be a professional athlete.
Who do you believe will win the Super Bowl this year?
TW: Unfortunately, I think New England will take it this year. I’m not really a New England fan,
though I do like Tom Brady because he went to Michigan, but they have a great team and they work
hard to be as good as they are. I don’t think there is a team that can stop them this year.
Compiled by Walt Johnson
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Tw o M i n u t e D r i l l
Buckley visits Peterson
The Buckley Air Force Base varsity basketball team will visit Peterson Saturday to
take on the Peterson Sabers in varsity basketball action at 2p.m. at the Peterson Fitness
and Sports Center.

Peterson Super Bowl party
There will be a Super Bowl party for all
Peterson personnel at the food court in the
new Base Exchange Feb. 3. The dining area of
the food court will be converted into viewing
area with a large screen television for the
event. The normal food court venues will be
open for patrons who want to get something
to eat while they enjoy the contest.

Varsity Women’s softball
coach
The Peterson Sports and Fitness Center is
looking for anyone interested in coaching a
varsity women’s softball team. If you are interested in taking on this challenging position please contact Joshua Fly, varsity sports
director at 556-3210 or 556-4462. You can
also contact him by e-mail at Joshua.Fly@peterson.af.mil.

Wallyball Tournament
Photo by Walt Johnson

Military Appreciation
Col. Timothy Shepherd, 21st Space Wing vice commander, second from left, accepts the opening ceremony puck from Colorado College hockey team captain Scott Thauwald as Air Force Academy hockey team
captain Mike Phillipich, left and Command Sgt. Major Terry G. Young from Fort Carson look on. Saturday
was military appreciation night at the World Arena in Colorado Springs.

The Peterson Fitness and Sports Center
special programs office will be sponsoring a
wallyball tournament Tuesday and
Wednesday from 3 to 4 p.m. Teams will consist of four players per team and their is no
cost to enter. People wanting to enter the
tournament should sign up by Monday at
the center. Call 556-1515 for more information on the tournament.

Groundhog Day run
The Peterson Fitness and Sports Center will
be hosting a five and 10 kilometer run in

recognition of ground hog day Feb. 1 at the
center. The event is scheduled to begin at 11:30
a.m. Call 556-1515 for more information.

Volleyball tournament
The Peterson Fitness and Sports Center
will be hosting a volleyball tournament Feb.
5 to 7 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Call 556-1515
for more information.

Varsity volleyball
The Peterson Coed varsity volleyball season
is fast approaching. Tryouts for this year’s team
will take place in February at the fitness and
sports center in preparation for the season
that will take place in April and May. For
more information, contact Joshua Fly, varsity
sports director at 556-3210 or 556-4462 or email him at Joshua.Fly@peterson .af.mil.

Competitive league standings
Competitive league standings as of Jan. 16:
21st Services Squadron, 8-2; 21st Medical
Group 7-2; 21st Security Forces Squadron, 55; 21st Civil Engineers, 5-6; 721st Security
Forces/Communications Squadron, 4-5;
Space and Missile Defense Company, 4-5; 21st
Space Communications Squadron, 4-6; 200th
Air National Guard/300th Airlift Squadron, 36; Team Colorado/21st LRS, 3-6.

Over 30 league standings
The Over 30 league standings as of Jan 9:
AFSPC/MEF, 7-0; HQ AFSPC/A1, 6-2;
AFSPC/IG, 5-2; 21st Services, 4-2; Det 4 Air
Force Test and Operation Center, 4-2; 21st
Medical Group, 4-3; 76th Space Communications Squadron, 3-4; 544 IG, 2-4;
NORAD/USNORTHCOM Sea Services, 2-4;
21st Contracting Squadron, 2-6; HQNORAD/
J3,1-5; Norad/USNorthcom J2, 0-6.
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