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Peterson’s pool renovation nearly finished
By Corey Dahl
Space Observer

See Pool page 9

U.S. Air Force photo/Corey Dahl

Tired of running laps instead of swimming them? Missing
those fun-filled games of Marco Polo? Upset that your water
noodle has been relegated to the closet?
Here’s some good news: Peterson’s pool, which has been
closed for renovations since November 2006, is scheduled to
reopen March 14. Following extensive upgrades and improvements, the pool, once again, will handle roughly 130,000
visitors each year.
“A lot of people are really excited about it,” said Laura
Runyon, Peterson’s outdoor recreation director. “We get lots
of calls from folks, asking when it’s going to be ready.”
The pool, which was built as an uncovered seasonal pool
in 1989, was long overdue for some TLC, Ms. Runyon said.
The wooden structure built to cover the pool in 1992 had
suffered damage from Colorado’s snow and rain storms. And
the building needed better flooring, an upgraded ventilation
system and more effective drainage.
Thanks to the pool’s renovation, those improvements won’t
be needed again for some time. Contractors with Innovative
Technical Solutions, Inc. have installed a new HVAC system,
specially designed to work in humid environments, and have
ripped out and replaced the pool’s liner.

Workers with Innovative Technical Solutions, Inc. tear
up the pool’s old liner and replace it with a new one.
Peterson’s pool has been closed for renovations since
November 2006, but reopens March 14.

CERT training teaches
emergency preparedness
By Corey Dahl
Space Observer

By Corey Dahl
Space Observer

Emergency Management hosted CERT training here Feb. 28 and 29. Members of Colorado
Springs’ police and fire departments taught
participants about topics such as disaster
preparedness, light search and rescue and
fire safety.
See Preparedness page 9
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Know what to do in case of disaster?
Thanks to Peterson’s first Citizen Emergency
Response Team class, about 20 Airmen, dependents, spouses and civilians do.
The Airman and Family Readiness
Center and the Colorado Springs Office of

Spouses’ town hall meeting highlights
services available to family members

Capt. Gary Mittelstadt, Colorado Springs Fire Department, talks to participants of the citizen emergency response
team, or CERT class about how to shut off a house’s gas and water. About 20 people attended the class, which
taught about topics such as disaster preparedness, light search and rescue and fire safety.

From child care to car care, money help
to mental health, deployment support to
retirement assistance, Peterson officials
highlighted the various services available
to servicemembers, spouses and dependents
here at a Spouses Town Hall March 3.
Dozens of spouses gathered at the base
chapel to hear from Peterson agencies
such as the Airman and Family Readiness
Center, the Youth Center and Tierra Vista,
the company in charge of housing here.
Agencies including the chapel, mental
health and the health and wellness center briefed the services they provide for
spouses and dependents, and representatives from TriCare, Spouses to Teachers
and the Peterson Spouses Club talked up
their respective programs.
“Tonight is your night,” said Mollie
Raymond, one of the event’s co-hosts and
the wife of Col. Jay Raymond, 21st Space
Wing commander. “This is designed to let
you know about all the services available
to you, as a military spouse. As spouses,
we don’t wear a uniform, but I believe we
serve our country, too.”
Presenters at the event emphasized the
services they provide for families who have
a spouse deployed, like Peterson’s regular
deployed spouses dinners, which are held
on the fi rst Friday of each month. Other
services for deployed families highlighted
included free child care through the Air
Force’s Give Parents a Break program
and free car care through the Car Care
Because We Care program, both run by
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the AFRC.
“We have a lot of programs for families
with a spouse who is deployed,” said Tech.
Sgt. Stacy Oliver, the AFRC’s non-commissioned officer in charge of readiness.
“We want to make sure families are taken
care of.”
Spouses interested in education and
employment opportunities were encouraged to take advantage of the new Military
Spouse Career Advancement Account, a
program being piloted exclusively on
Colorado Springs military installations this
year. The CAA, which is run by the AFRC,
gives eligible spouses grants of $3,000 to
use toward education or certification in
certain career fields.
“There’s a large pool of money available,
so we’re really encouraging people to sign
up,” Beverly Price, the AFRC’s career focus
manager told the audience.
Some spouses said they weren’t sure they
could participate in many of the programs,
thinking they were available only for Air
Force personnel, or active duty and not reserve, or 21st SW but not the rest of Team
Pete. Colonel Raymond said no such distinctions are made, however; programs offered on base are for all spouses, regardless
of rank, service or duty assignment.
“When we say ‘Peterson,’ we really mean
everyone, the whole Peterson complex,” he
said. “Everyone is welcome and encouraged
to take part in these programs. As the host
wing for Peterson AFB, we are committed
to providing flawless installation support
to those that live and work on base.”

Peterson recycle
yard reopens
Page 7
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21st Space Wing Commander
Col. Jay Raymond

Commander recaps visit to Thule, spouses’ town hall meeting

Chief of Public Affairs
Capt. Toni Tones

Commentary by Col. Jay Raymond

Editorial Staff

21st Space Wing commander

On Feb. 28, Chief Master Sgt. Timothy
Omdal, your command chief, and I visited
the 821st Air Base Group at Thule Air Base,
Greenland. Accompanying us on our visit
was Staff Sgt. Ava Dunn, Non-Commissioned
Officer in Charge of knowledge operations for
the wing command section. It was Sergeant
Dunn’s first opportunity to travel to one of
our geographically-separated units and see
first-hand one of the units she’s helped to
support during her two years at Peterson. I
know she was very thankful to have the opportunity to see this unique part of the world
and to meet the professional men and women
from Thule.
Starting next week, Sergeant Dunn transitions from the Information Management
career field to the Intelligence career field,
working as an Imagery Analyst in her next
Air Force assignment. Throughout her time
in the wing, Sergeant Dunn has been a stellar
performer and an outstanding co-worker. I
know I speak for the entire wing when I say
we will truly miss the contributions she made
in support of the 21st Space Wing mission. I
extend my best wishes to her and am confident
she will continue to be a tremendous asset to
the Air Force in the coming years.
The visit to Thule, my second trip to the
“Top of the World” since assuming command
of the wing, was another outstanding success. Since a typical military assignment at
Thule usually lasts a single year, I was able to
meet many new people that were not present during my last visit. One thing is clear ...
Thule personnel continue to carry out flawless
missile warning and space control operations
while also providing unsurpassed installation
support and protection — and they do so
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Corey Dahl
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Col.
Jay Raymond
21st Space
Wing
commander
while being deployed in-place in some of the
harshest conditions you will find anywhere
in the world.
Aside from continuing to execute the wing’s
mission in superb fashion, a number of other
things stood out from the Thule trip. First of
all, the quality of facilities at Thule is quite
impressive. From the brand new state-of-theart movie theater and the top-notch fitness
center, to the outstanding dormitories, the
overall quality of life at Thule is a real success
story. Given the remote environment they
operate in, it’s very satisfying to see that we
have been able to take care of our Airmen
this way.
Something else we saw during our visit
to Thule was the continuing progress the
12th Space Warning Squadron is making in
upgrading its missile warning radar to the
Upgraded Early Warning Radar system. The
upgrade will consist of hardware and soft ware
modifications that will add a missile defense
capability to the existing missile warning and
space surveillance missions. With the UEWR
construction phase having been completed
over a month ago and the ongoing equipment installation phase currently taking place,
Thule’s radar is expected to be operational
in late 2009. It’s exciting to see the steady
progress the 12th SWS is making as it joins

our other ground-based radars at Beale AFB,
Calif. and Royal Air Force Fylingdales, Great
Britain, as UEWR-configured sites.
One of the reasons Thule has been able to
thrive in such an austere environment is the
great working relationship the Greenlandic
contractors, civil service and military personnel have with one another. You can see it
with the teamwork and dedication to getting
the job done that is prevalent throughout the
base. In addition, there are outstanding leaders
at all levels doing great things for Thule. For
example, 1st Lt. Nick Van Elsacker and Master
Sgt. Scott Baber have been instrumental in
providing a solid way-ahead for upgrading
Thule’s power plant. This has been one of the
most pressing issues facing Thule and they
have done a magnificent job taking care of
this top priority. Another example is the great
work Airman 1st Class Crissy Nelson, 821st
Support Squadron, has done with the Thule’s
physical training program. She oversees the
entire program and we were very impressed
with the job she has done in this area.
As I mentioned in last week’s article, there
was a Spouse’s Town Hall meeting March 3.
Thanks to the solid support we received from
all those who attended, the meeting turned
out to be very enlightening and informative.
Each of the on-base agencies who presented at
the meeting had three minutes to describe the
role they play in supporting Peterson families
and spouses, followed by an in-depth question and answer session. This format was very
beneficial in that everyone, whether associated
with the 21st SW or any of the other units
on Peterson, was able to learn more about
available on-base services they may not have
known about prior to the meeting.
See Corner page 9

'03063.*-*5"3:

"MM"DUJWF%VUZ
Military
Save 5% or up
UP 
Challenger homes oﬀers
tons of ways to help you
buy a new home...
Move in today!
8JMEXPPEBU/PSUIHBUF

4UFUTPO3JEHF
8PPENFO3E

E

MW

#

T

FS

PX

1

/

3B

OH

FX

PP

E

%S



719.598.5192

www.MyChallengerHomes.com

5 MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM
.JMJUBSZ*ODFOUJWFTt4FMMFS'JOBODJOH
3FOUUP0XOt5SBEF6Q1SPHSBN

4

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, March 6, 2008

www.peterson.af.mil

Space command makes difference with victory boxes
By Ed White
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Can an Air Force Space Command major
and two staff sergeants make a real difference
to people halfway around the world? Maj. Jason
Gross and Staff Sgts. Rosalia and Billie Burgan
can. They are making a huge difference in the
lives of Iraqi and Afghan families through the
Victory Box Campaign.
Victory boxes are care packages that are put together by Americans and sent to servicemembers
in Iraq and Afghanistan who have volunteered
to distribute the contents to local citizens.
Major Gross and the Burgans have been busy
here as they support this effort. More than 13,000
boxes have been sent from across America, with
more than 700 coming from the Colorado Springs
area.
“Along with setting up displays where people
can come and pick up boxes, we also attend group
meetings such as the newcomer’s group at the
Broadmoor Hotel, where we brief the members
about the program and give out boxes,” said
Sergeant Rosalia Burgan.
Local community organizations get involved
as well “The Pikes Peak Library staff supported
the program,” she said. “They gathered school
supplies, shoes and clothes.”
Why these three Airmen became involved in
this program is best answered by an e-mail they
received from a Soldier who got his unit involved
in the project.
“I explained the program to my Soldiers, and
they understood as well as I do, that amidst all
this turmoil, there are still good, kind people
who have not been tarnished by this war ...,” the
Soldier explained.
“Your victory boxes have stretched out far beyond what I think you intended them to. You’ve
shown hardened Soldiers that war is not all about
destruction but also rebuilding, not just about
tearing down an enemy but also giving hope to
the future generations. Above all, you’ve allowed
us to keep our humanity, which is something
that is easily lost here,” he said.

Air Force Courtesy Photo

Maj. Jason Gross (third from the left), AFSPC command lead for upgraded early warning, and a security detail prepare
to deliver victory boxes to a local school in Iraq.
Major Gross has seen both sides of this effort.
He became a volunteer while in Iraq. He received
some of the packages, which he distributed to
local communities. The reactions of the Iraqis
inspired him to want to do more.
“I really enjoyed putting a smile on the faces of
the children,” he said. “It made me homesick for
my own family, but in a good way — reminding
me of the important things in life.”
Upon his return, Major Gross contacted Mary
Margaret Halleck, the founder of this not-forprofit, Department of Defense-approved charity
and began working closely with her to get more

people from the command and the local area
involved.
“This effort is such a worthwhile thing,” he
said. “You can’t believe the look on people’s faces
when they get something that is going to make
their life a little bit better. This is the other side
of the battle, winning the hearts and minds of
the people of Iraq and Afghanistan.”
The in-theater volunteers are not all front-line
troops either. They are chaplains, medical personnel, civil affairs and supply folks. All the services
See Victory page 10
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New 34th AES commander excited to join 302nd AW
By Tech. Sgt. David D. Morton
302nd Airlift Wing Public Affairs

PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE, Colo.
— If enthusiasm for the job and boundless energy are required criteria for building a winning team from scratch, the 34th
Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron should
be off to a good start.
That’s the message Lt. Col. Kathleen Flarity,
newly appointed 34th AES commander,
would like to convey to the 31 officers and
42 enlisted members who will make up the
new unit.
The squadron will officially become part
of the 302nd Airlift Wing April 6th.
Colonel Flarity will assume command of
a unit whose primary mission is transporting critically ill and injured patients from
high risk threat areas to various echelon care
environments.
“Aeromedical evacuation is always a mission I can support, regardless of where our
troops are, or why we are there, we are caring
for wounded warriors,” said the colonel. “I
have cared for countless wounded soldiers,
Marines and Airmen, with devastating physical and mental injuries, and I am humbled
by that experience. Aeromedical evacuation
is truly the most rewarding and challenging
job I’ve ever done.”
And she’s done a lot during a military career that began in 1980 with the active duty
Army as a combat medical corpsman where
she served three years. She then joined the
Army Reserves while attending Coe College
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and receiving her
commission in 1988.
Colonel Flarity’s experiences include serving in Riyad, Saudi Arabia during Desert
Storm/Shield where she helped take care of
coalition forces and wounded Iraqi soldiers,
an aeromedical evacuation deployment in
support of Operations Enduring Freedom and
Iraqi Freedom. In addition, she served as an
air evacuation liaison to the Air Force Deputy
Surgeon General in Washington, D.C.

“Aeromedical evacuation
is always a mission I can
support, regardless of
where our troops are,
or why we are there, we
are caring for wounded
warriors.”
Lt. Col. Kathleen Flarity,
34th AES commander
That experience combined with a
vast medical background includes two
master’s degrees in critical care, and
a doctorate in education all of which
seemingly has prepared her for the
command opportunity she’s about
to accept.
“The opportunity to grow and develop the personality of an aeromedical evacuation squadron is exciting,”
said Colonel Flarity. “We’re really excited to be here at Peterson Air Force
Base and thrilled and honored to be
U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. David D. Morton
part of the 302nd AW.”
Lt. Col. Kathleen Flarity, 34th Aeromedical Squadron commander, is looking forward to standing-up the new squadThe mission of the new squadron ron and being part of the Air Force Reserve’s 302nd Airlift Wing. The new squadron will create several new medical
requires a team of at least five person- and support positions for enlisted and officer reservists.
nel to be able to deploy at any given
time on any type of military aircraft
cal missions are conducted by the Reserve aeromedical evacuation skills, said Colonel
that can be converted to transport medical and Air Guard,” said Colonel Flarity. Flarity. “I can’t wait until they get here. I’m
patients.
“Our equipment is portable. That’s im- a believer in collective wisdom. We strive to
Aeromedical evacuation teams typically portant when you may have to respond be the best aeromedical evacuation squadron
consist of two nurses and three medical within one to three hours depending on in the Air Force.”
technicians with one of the nurses in charge the mission.”
The 20th Airlift Squadron is also scheduled
of the mission. There are three active duty
An alpha alert calls for aeromedical per- to join the 302nd Operations Group later this
and 17 Reserve and Air National Guard sonnel to be able to respond within one year as an active duty associate unit.
aeromedical evacuation squadrons in the hour once alerted to a mission. Bravo alerts
“The 34th AES will be the first of the two
Air Force. Aeromedical evacuation fl ight must take place within a three-hour time squadrons we anticipate joining this year,”
crews are now universally qualified and fa- period.
said Col. Karl Schmitkons, 302nd Operations
miliarized to operate on various types of
“The Air Reserve Technicians I’ve hired Group commander. “We’re looking forward
aircraft within the Air Force inventory.
for the new squadron are stellar and bring a to the challenge of getting them up and
“Eighty-eight percent of all aeromedi- lot to the table in regards to knowledge and running.”
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Peterson recycle yard
reopens to the public

Faster than a speeding bullet:
Why we track all the trash?
By Ed White
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

By Corey Dahl
Space Observer

Paper, plastic, tin, cardboard — it’s all
welcome at the Peterson recycle yard. Just
leave the tires, appliances and furniture at
home.
The recycle yard here has re-opened
to the public, allowing any base users to
drop off their recyclables free of charge between 7 a.m. and 4 p.m., Mondays through
Fridays.
Bins in the yard accept aluminum, tin,
all kinds of plastics, any kind of paper
and cardboard, including the pressboard
packaging used for items like cereal boxes. There’s also a spot to drop off wood
pallets, which can be broken down and
reused.
Phil Chase, pollution prevention manager, said the yard helps Peterson in multiple
ways, and the more people who use it, the
better.
“We get credits from our waste service
for all the recycling we do,” he said. “The
more we do, the more money we save for
the base. It’s also less material going to
the landfill, so we don’t have to pay as
much to have our refuse hauled out of
here. And, really, it’s just the right thing
to do.”
The yard, however, isn’t meant for junk.
The yard was locked up last year because too
many people were leaving non-recyclables,
like tires and furniture, there. Small appliances, some of which contained toxic chemicals like Freon, were also a big problem,
said Mr. Chase.
“We had some problems for awhile,” he
said. “We had all kinds of stuff in here that
we couldn’t recycle. The government has to
pay for that stuff to be taken away, and we
don’t want to do that. That money could be
used for something else.”
Mr. Chase said base users who wish to
dispose of materials the recycling yard can’t

take have many options in the local community. The local Defense Reutilization and
Marketing Office, or DRMO, can also often
take items like scrap metal to break down
and reuse.
“A lot of stuff is going to the landfi ll, and
it doesn’t need to,” he said. “A lot of people
don’t realize they can recycle or donate this
kind of stuff.”
Those with recycling questions can call
Mr. Chase at 556-7707 for help.

Some tips for getting rid of
hard-to-recycle goods:
 If furniture and appliances are still
usable, donate them to a local charity
or thrift store, such as Goodwill.
 El Paso County has a Household
Chemical Waste Collection facility that takes opened and unopened
chemicals like paint and automotive
products. The facility also lets users
take cans of paint and other goods
if they need them. Call 520-7878 for
more information.
 Habitat for Humanity’s ReStore,
411 S. Wahsatch, will take construction materials. Call 667-0840.
 Non-usable appliances can be
broken down for scrap metal. Check
the yellow pages under “Process
and Recycle” for businesses that can
help.
Information on how to dispose of
electronics and other hard to recycle
items like shoes contact Phil Chase,
pollution prevention manager, at
556-7707.
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“Near-Earth objects can travel up to
17,000 miles per hour, so a collision with
a launching or orbiting satellite or with a
manned space craft, could be catastrophic,”
said Terje Turner of AFSPC Air, Space and
Nuclear Operations directorate. “Every
space launch requires that these objects be
tracked closely in order to avoid accidental
collisions.”
Air Force Space Command is always busy
with its mission of delivering space and missile capabilities to America and its warfighting commands. Within that spectrum, one
of its most important jobs is to know where
about 17,000 man-made space objects are
within the 60- to 20,000-mile band above
the Earth.
Mr. Turner described the two categories of
objects. “First there are catalogued objects.
These are objects whose origin is certain —
about 12,000. Analysis objects, those we can
identify but are uncertain of their origins,
are the second class.
There are roughly 6,000 of these,” he said.
The objects range in size from about four
inches in diameter — baseball-size — to
90 by 150 by 200 feet and 520,000 tons, the
International Space Station.
What are these space objects? Roughly
seven percent of them are operational satellites. About 15 percent are rocket bodies,
and about 78 percent are fragments of rocket
bodies and inactive satellites. For instance,
the oldest piece of space debris is a sphere,
six inches in diameter, launched in March
1958.
The Space Surveillance Network, a consortium of Air Force and Army groundbased and space-based radars and optical
sensors located at about 20 sites around the
world, has been tracking objects in orbit
since 1957.
Why is it important to know where all
these objects are located? Mr. Turner likens
the Space Surveillance Network to a space

neighborhood watch.
“We provide tracking information
to a number of organizations in the
Department of Defense and the civilian
communities,” said Mr. Turner. “We have
a pilot program we are working on called
the Commercial and Foreign Entities
Program, where we are working out how
to tell satellite owners if one of their satellites might be in danger of a collision
with another object.
“We inform them, and it is up to them
to determine what action to take,” he said.
“That early warning is important, because
it gives these folks the time to make better
decisions.”
How do they do it? Looking at the space
shuttle, for example, computer models determine the flight path of the shuttle based
on information provided by the SSN.
There is an imaginary box drawn around
the shuttle, measuring six by six by 25 miles.
If any of the objects intersect this imaginary
box along the pre-determined flight path during the proposed flight time, NASA can then
order changes to the flight plan, or launch
time, to remove the danger.
Douglas Wood of CNN reported in 2005
that “NASA has changed the shuttle’s
f light path 12 times since the Air Force
Space Command’s Space Control Center
began performing its analysis in 1981. The
center also works for the International
Space station,” he added. “NASA has
moved the ISS six times based on SCC
analysis.”
If it sounds like there is a huge layer of
material orbiting around the Earth, requiring launching craft to dodge and scurry
around them, this is not the case. “Only
a small amount of debris exists where the
shuttle orbits, and the likelihood of a ‘significant collision’ between a piece of debris
and the shuttle is extremely remote,” Mr.
Wood said.
See Track page 10

Rate and offers current as of March 1, 2008 and are subject to change. Rate dependent on amount borrowed, term, and model year. Car Loan example: $20,000 loan at 4.99% APR, 60 monthly payments of approximately $378 each. Rate applies to online applications only. Otherwise, the applicable APR is 5.39%.

A great deal
just got

better
New & Used
Car Loans*

4.99

%
APR

12–60 mo. used
12–72 mo. new
when you apply online

PenFed.org/BetterDeal • 800.247.5626

Come visit us at our branch:
6045 Barnes Rd
Colorado Springs, CO
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CALENDAR /BASE BRIEFS
Friday, Mar 7

inside the fitness center.

Saturday, Mar 15

DoD bone marrow drive/volunteers needed

Enrich your marriage through 10 great dates

The Armed Forces Blood Drive and bone marrow donor
program kicks off 11 a.m. — 7 p.m. March 7 and 8 at Ft.
Carson. The event’s location is located in a multi-purpose
special events facility across from the main Burger King
near the post exchange. For more information on donating
or volunteering, call Kristin Clark at 244-0959 or e-mail her
at dodmarrow7@yahoo.com.

What are you doing for your marriage? The U.S. Army
Strategic Command Chaplain’s Office and the 21st Space
Wing chapel are sponsoring ‘10 Great Dates to Energize
Your Marriage’ from 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. March 15 at the
Peterson Club. Members must register for the event by Feb.
15. Registration fee is $25.00 per couple and includes seminar materials. Internationally known presenters David and
Claudia Arp lead couples through a dating process that will
help spark romance. The marriage-enriching themes include
communication, conflict, encouragement, a creative love life
and balancing the roles of parent and partner. Whether newly
wed or newly retired, full quiver or empty nest, “sandwich”
generation or Generation X, parents of toddler or parents
of teen, all couples can benefit from this investment in your
relationship. Refreshments and lunch provided. Child care is
provided on a first come, first served basis. Army personnel
with questions should call 554-8805. All other branches can
call the Peterson Chapel at 556-4442.

Deployed Families Dinner
The monthly Deployed Families Dinner is scheduled for
6 p.m. March 7 at the base chapel.

Monday, Mar 10

Pikes Peak libraries in need of volunteer
tutors
The Pikes Peak Library District is in need of LitSource
volunteer tutors for the month of March. LitSource is an adult
literacy and basic skills program sponsored by PPLD. No
previous teaching experience is required and free training is
provided for tutors. The next tutor training sessions are held
10 a.m. — 2 p.m. Mondays, March 3 through March 31 at
Penrose Library, 20 N. Cascade Ave. For more information
or to register, call 531-6333, x2223.

Tuesday, Mar 11

Blood drive
A blood drive will be conducted from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. March
11 in the Bldg. 1 auditorium. Members with questions on the
donation can call Master Sgt. Larry Barrentine at 554-2549.

Wednesday, Mar 19

Women’s Mentoring Lunch
A women’s mentoring lunch takes place from 10:30 a.m.
— 1 p.m. March 19 in the Falcon Club ballroom at the U.S.
Air Force Academy. The event, open to all ranks, costs $10 for
enlisted personnel and $15 for all others. The discussion for the
lunch is “Women In Defense: Balancing Mission with Family.”
Members interested in attending must RSVP by March 7. For
more information, call Capt. Amy McLeran at 556-5889.

Friday, Mar 21

Pool grand re-opening
The 21st Services Squadron invites all personnel to attend a
grand re-opening and ribbon cutting of the Aquatics Center
at 1 p.m. March 14.

Col. Jay Raymond, 21st SW commander, holds two
Commander’s Call 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. March 21 at the base
auditorium. Members assigned to the 21st SW can choose
which one to attend. Respective groups will be assigned
quotas for attendees. Members with questions can call 2nd
Lt. Paul Scheglov at 474-4433.

Thursday, Mar 27

21 SVS accepting lifeguard positions
Those interested in working as summer lifeguards the
Peterson Aquatic Center should contact the Fitness and
Sports Center immediately. Lifeguard training and certification is provided. Training and certification costs $125.
Management is willing to work out payment plans. Those
certified can also work as a lifeguard in any Colorado aquatic
facility. Pay is $8/hr for the lifeguards; $8.50/hr for lifeguard instructors. The pool is scheduled to open March 14.

Running for Rachael 5K run/walk
Rachael’s Ribbons of Hope Foundation sponsors the first
‘Running for Rachael’ 5K run/walk at 9 a.m. March 29 at
the U.S. Air Force Academy. Military members, spouses,
dependants and civilians are invited. To sign up for the event,
visit the Foundation’s Web site below. For more information,
call Mrs. Lynette Newton at 302-6042.

Monday, Mar 31

AFSA scholarships due
All completed Air Force Sergeants Association application packets must be received at AFSA Headquarters no
later than March 31. Incomplete packages are ineligible for
the competition.
Dependent youth who have a grade point average of 3.5
of higher and a minimum combined SAT score of 1650 or
minimum combined ACT score of 24 are encouraged to
submit an application. More criteria and application package information is available on the AFSA website: www.
afsahq.org
AFSA, the Airmen Memorial Foundation and the Chief
Master Sergeants of the Air Force join together annually
to conduct a scholarship program to financially assist the
undergraduate studies of eligible, dependent children of
Air Force active duty, Air National Guard, Reservists and
AFSA members in active, retired or veteran status.
For more information on AFSA, visit www.afsahq.org.

Team Pete Promotion, Recognition
Ceremony

21st Space Wing commander’s call

Friday, Mar 14

Saturday, Mar 29

The monthly Team Pete Induction and Promotion
Recognition Ceremony is scheduled for 3 p.m. March 31
at the Peterson Museum. Members and co-workers are
encouraged to come out and recognize the wing’s newest
promotees.

Wednesday, Apr 2

Military Spouse Virtual Assistance Workshop

Monthly Wing Warrior Day
The 21st Space Wing Monthly Wing Warrior Day is scheduled for 7 a.m. March 27 at the fitness and sports center.
Airmen are asked to walk their workout shoes into the gym
to help cut down on tracked-in dirt. Individuals on a medical
profi le can walk instead of run and can perform modified
versions of prescribed exercises or work out on their own

The Military Spouse Virtual Assistance Workshop,
sponsored by the Airman and Family Readiness Center,
hosts a two-day comprehensive program April 2-3 designed to prepare military spouses for home-based mobile careers. Prior registration is required. To fill out a
required application, visit www.msvas.com. Applications
are due March 28. For more information, call Beverly
Price at 556-6141.

Thursday, Apr 3

Carol Hage
Licensed Massage Therapist
Cert Neuromuscular Therapist
Frequency Specific Microcurrent Therapy for:
Pain Management, PTSD and much more.

Our
hours are
11am till
2am
7 Days a
Week

20% MILITARY DISCOUNT
OFF ANY FOOD ITEMS

Your 1st One Hour Session only $40

Yes, this coupon is good

4775 Barnes Rd., Unit K

to use from 11am-Midnight!

719-388-7956
By Appt Only

We
serve
lunch
all day
long!

(Please present this coupon for your discount)

Palmer Park
Powers

Active Wellness
Massage Therapy

K-Mart
PORKY’S
Omaha

Call 574-PIGS • 5910 Omaha Blvd.

Peterson Ladies Golf Association meet
The Peterson Ladies Golf Association’s ‘Sign Up Coffee’
meet is scheduled for 9 a.m. April 3 at the Silver Spruce Golf
Club House. After coffee, members may take to the greens.
All ages and skill levels are welcome. Each Thursday, the
PLGA meets from April to October for outings. For more
information, call Nancy Pittman at 719-597-5574 or Mary
Alice Clark at 719-590-1516.

Correction
In the Feb. 21, 2008 edition of the Space Observer, a
page 1 photo identified incorrectly the individual in the
photograph. The correct name of the individual meeting
former Air Force Space Command command chief, Chief
Master Sgt. Michael Sullivan, is Senior Airman Stacy Ren
of the 21st Dental Squadron, based at Peterson Air Force
Base, Colo.

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!
• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.
referral is
No Primar y Care
call for
ply
Sim
ry.
necessa
.
nt
me
int
an appo

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY AND SPOUSES SPECIAL

66% OFF
the Service Fee

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

The Power to Amaze Yourself

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

5 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
COLORADO SPRINGS
5950 Stetson Hills Blvd. @ Powers. .................596-4446
5719 Constitution Ave. .....................................574-4111
2224 E. Pikes Peak Ave. .....................................667-1171
SECURITY/FOUNTAIN
6980 Mesa Ridge Parkway. .............................392-6700
328 Main.................................................................392-5504
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Lieutenant Colonel promotion
The following Team Pete majors were promoted to
lieutenant colonel:
Lance Adkins, Air Force Space Command
Rovert Allard, 850th Electronic Systems Group
Stacey Anason, 21st Civil Engineer Squadron
John Ayres IV, 21st Comptroller Squadron
Peter Bonetti, Air Force Space Command
William Bowman, North American Aerospace Defense
Command
Jeffrey Brooks, U.S. Northern Command
Patrick Brown, Air Force Space Command
Trent Carpenter, North American Aerospace Defense
Command
Jeffrey Copper, U.S. Northern Command
Derek Criner, Air Force Space Command
Jeffrey Dyball, U.S. Northern Command
Aaron Dyke, Air Force Space Command
Jason Eitutis, Air Force Space Command
Troy Endicott, Air Force Space Command
Thomas Focareto, Air Force Space Command
Michael Fowler, U.S. Northern Command
Todd Garrett, North American Aerospace Defense
Command
Richard Glenn, Air Force Space Command
Timothy Henderson, Air Force Space Command
Philip Hicks, 821st Support Squadron
Gina Hilger, Air Force Space Command
Jennifer Jenkins, U.S. Northern Command
Keith Keana, Air Force Space Command
Christopher Northrop, Air Force Space Command
Brendan Patton, Air Force Space Command
Melissa Sandberg, Air Force Space Command
Roger Sherman, National Security Space Institute
John Thomas, Air Force Space Command
Derek Tupper, U.S. Northern Command
Cyril Wolff, Air Force Space Command
Brian Zane, Air Force Space Command

Free classifieds for
Servicemembers
Call 329-5210

Meet your new troops.
You can now make a seamless transition
to a teaching career through the
Hire-in-Advance Program!
Troops to Teachers has partnered with
school districts throughout the nation
allowing you to secure employment
up to two years in advance.
For more information:

1-800-438-6851
info@mwttt.com
www.mwttt.com

Pool:
From page 1
A new metal structure has been built
around the pool, complete with sun lights
and lots of glass windows and doors, so
swimmers can easily access the build-

ing’s sun deck. Better floor drains and an
in-ground hot tub have been installed,
and the area around the pool will get
covered with special flooring.
“The floor will be brand new, nonskid,” said Rob Pitcock with ITSI. “It’s
the same stuff they use at the Olympic
Training Center.”
Mr. Pitcock said ITSI plans to have all
the construction work on the pool com-

Preparedness:
From page 1
The joint effort class is the first of its kind in the Air Force,
according to Kathy Latzke, director of the AFRC. Ms. Latzke
had attended the city’s regular CERT trainings in the past and
worked with the city to bring the free training on base.
“The purpose of the class is to ensure everyday citizens
have the knowledge they need in order to survive and provide
assistance in an emergency situation within the community,”
Ms. Latzke said. “I recognized that this is something we
need to provide to our military community. It’s a great opportunity for spouses, dependents and active duty to learn
about emergency preparedness.”
Pauline Nelson, CERT coordinator for the city’s Office
of Emergency Management, said the classes are especially
important for military families that might have a member
deploying or going on temporary duty assignment regularly. Knowing that a spouse or dependent can handle an
emergency situation can make the absence less stressful for

Corner:
From page 3
My thanks to the 1st Sergeants,
Airman and Family Readiness Center
and the Youth Center staff as well as
representatives from Tri-Care, the
21st Services Squadron and Tierra
Vista Communities for their participation in this event. Additionally,
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pleted by the end of February. The 21st
Services Squadron will then move in and
get ready to open the pool to the public
sometime in March, Ms. Runyon said.
So, get ready to break out the water
noodles. The wait, Ms. Runyon said, is
almost over and will be worth it.
“It’s taken awhile, but the upgrades were
overdue,” she said. “I think people are really going to like it once it’s finished.”

everyone, she said.
“There are deployments that go on, and people are TDY,” she
said. “We know that the active duty here will be much more
comfortable if they know their families are prepared.”
The city will likely host trainings on base twice a year, with
the next one occurring sometime in October, Ms. Latzke said.
Eventually, if enough people receive the training, Peterson
will be able to conduct its own trainings, Ms. Latzke said.
“My hope in this is to get as many civilian, dependent
and active duty trained to hopefully, in the future, have an
official CERT team here on base,” she said.
Staff Sgt. Jason Burnett and his fiancée Senior Airman
Jennifer McMahon, who both attended the CERT class, said
they wouldn’t mind seeing that happen. With deployment
possible for either one of them in the future, the class helped
the pair, who live off base, feel more secure about leaving
the other behind, they said.
“This is a lot of information you usually only get in specialized training, like for paramedics, fire fighters, stuff like
that, but it’s good info to know,” Sergeant Burnett said. “The
class talks about a lot of situations you never really think
about because you don’t imagine them happening to you,
but they can.”

many thanks to members of the Junior
Enlisted Association for providing free
child care during the event. The meeting was so successful that we plan on
having another Spouses Town Hall in
the future.
Before I close this week’s article,
I’d like to recognize a very special
accomplishment by one of our 19th
Hole Grill employees at the Peterson
golf course. Tonie Gingrass, who has
worked in the 21st SW since 1988 and is
originally from Thailand, just received

word that she has been approved for
U.S. citizenship. Anyone talking to her
for any length of time can tell she is
extremely proud to be a U.S. citizen
and I just want to say congratulations,
once again, to her for this memorable
event in her life. She has been a shining
example of hard work and patriotism
from the very beginning and it’s truly
inspiring to see someone take so much
pride in who they are and what they do.
Congratulations again, Tonie, nobody
deserves it more than you.
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Victory:
From page 4

For a limited time, buy one air/hotel
package and the second person
flies free* from Colorado Springs!
Packages available with over 50 of
Las Vegas’ most exciting hotels.

participate. People at all levels are getting
involved.
An American Forces Press Service article
describes the normal contents of a victory
box as “practical, but not always attainable
goods.” People fill the boxes with things like
paper and pencils, children’s shoes, sewing
items or clothing. These are small things, to
be sure, but where they are not available, having them can be a boost to family morale.
The victory box effort started because Mrs.
Halleck’s stepson was deployed to the war
zone, and, in his communications to her, he
described the true poverty. She put together
some care packages for him to distribute
and sent them off. Her stepson came home,
but she realized the need was still there. It
haunted her and inspired her to action.
In mid-2005, Mrs. Halleck and some
friends got together to see what else they
could do and from that meeting “victory boxes” was born. Today it is a DoD-sanctioned
part of “America Supports You,” an umbrella
group of non-profit organizations that aims

Track:
From page 7

* Offer based on a buy one (1) air/hotel package, get one (1) round-trip companion airfare for free. Minimum
two (2) night air/hotel package required. Companion travel must be on same itinerary as regular fare passenger. Must be purchased by March 19, 2008 for travel between April 1 and August 31, 2008. Prices do not
include PFC, segment tax or Sept. 11 security fee of up to $10.50 per segment. A convenience fee of $9.50 per
traveling customer will apply when booked at www.allegiantair.com or through an Allegiant Air call center.
Travel purchased through an Allegiant Air call center will cost an additional $10.00 per segment. A checked
baggage fee will apply per bag, per segment. A segment is defined as one take-off and one landing. Fares
are non-refundable. Restrictions apply. Offer not valid on previously purchased tickets.

WEBSTER UNIVERSITY SERVES THE MILITARY

Even though the numbers cited here sound
rather large, in the 60- to 20,000-mile band
in which the SSN tracks, there are usually
only about three or four objects in an area
roughly equal in size to the airspace of the
continental United States.
While manned craft can be directed
around orbiting debris, the debris pieces
themselves are simply moving in an orbit
defined by the physics of the events causing
them to become scrap in the first place.
Even though they are scattered through
an area that is defined by vertical and
horizontal parameters, pieces have collided, creating even more debris to be
monitored.

to help veterans and their families, and citizens in war-torn countries.
Mrs. Halleck explained the process for sending a box. “When you get an empty box from
one of the sponsor locations, it has a unique
identification number written on it. There is
also an information sheet and a pre-addressed
label and customs declaration. We highlight
in yellow on the label and on a compact disk
which blanks volunteers need to fill in.
“If a person lives in a location where he
or she can’t get a flat-rate priority box, they
can pick the box up at the post office,” Mrs.
Halleck said. “Then I either e-mail or snailmail the info sheet, label, CD and victory
box number.”
Anyone in the Colorado Springs area interested in obtaining a victory box can go to:
the Help-U-Sell real estate office, at 3639 Star
Ranch Road, or call (719) 314-3015.
“We want to thank the public for their
participation,” said Terisa Flannery, the company’s point of contact for the program.
AFSPC members along with hundreds of
volunteers across America and throughout
the war zone are showing that person-toperson contact counts.
If you want to participate in the overall
program, e-mail Mary Margaret Halleck at
www.victoryboxes.com
Not all the items remain in space. It seems
that the rule is ‘what goes up, might come
down.’ Some objects re-enter the Earth’s
atmosphere and either burn up completely
as they pass through the upper levels, or if
the pieces are large enough, they impact the
surface.
Mr. Turner says that the SSN tracks these
pieces, watching the orbits denigrate, often
for weeks and months before re-entry and,
early on in this process, his organization
shares the information with the appropriate agencies. This information is particularly valuable when it looks like some of
the debris might survive re-entry, which
happened recently with the U.S. Satellite,
SN 193.
“With every launch we have the capacity
for more space debris to accumulate,” Mr.
Nelson said. “That is why the efforts of the
SSN are so important.”

Air Force Assistance Fund
contact list
Installation project
officers are Capt Meagan
Bender and SMSgt Elisha
Cumbie.

Unit Project Officers
(UPO’s) are:
21SW/DS – MSgt Jim
Rush
21SW/PA - MSgt Jim Rush
21SW/CPTS - SSgt Melanie Guptill
21SW/JA - SSgt Emily Smith

PREPARE TO BE IN CHARGE.
The Webster University M.A. in Management and Leadership gives
you the knowledge to be in charge. We have a faculty that practices
what it teaches, class hours that work around your schedule, and small
classes with lots of one-on-one attention. Contact us today.

Webster University–Peterson AFB
719-574-7562 • Fax: 719-574-2333
E-mail: coloradosprings@webster.edu
www.webster.edu/co
Classes Begin March 17

21OG – SSgt Stacy Rhodes
21OG/OSS – Capt Jeremy Johnson
21OG/6SWS – SSgt Cameron
Wilkinson
21OG/7SWS – SSgt Gaston Lara
21OG/10SWS – 2Lt Brock Hodges
21OG/12SWS – SSgt Kevin Ryan
21OG/13SWS/213SWS – SrA Tim
Robinson
21OG/4SPCS – TSgt Joseph Gendron
& SSgt Monica Gendron
21OG/16SPCS – TSgt Meredith
Thomas
21OG/20SPCS – TSgt Jason Lange
21OG/20SP D1 – SSgt Verrian Ireland
21OG/76SPCS – TSgt Neil Holdren
21OG/D4 – SrA Karen Ness
21MDG – SSgt Eric Severs
21MDG/MDSS – SSgt Eric Severs
21MDG/MDOS – MSgt Darrell
Norman

21MDG/AMDS – SSgt
Chris Giron
21MDG/DS – TSgt
Catherine Gsell & SrA
Tiffany Feliciano
21MSG – MSgt Harold
Singleton
21MSG/MSS – SSgt
Brenda Hyder
21MSG/CES – MSgt Harold Singleton
21MSG/SFS – TSgt Michael Horne &
TSgt Christopher Wilson
21MSG/SVS – TSgt Sasha Roberson &
A1C Samantha Musick
21MSG/CONS – TSgt Robert Brackett
21MSG/LRS – TSgt Dustin Mohr &
SSgt Joshua Linville
21MSG/SCS – 2Lt Angelica Drexel
721MSG – Capt Melissa Milas
721MSG/CS – Mr. Kirk Halsey
721MSG/CE – Mr. John Martinez
721MSG/SFS – SSgt Anthony
DeRomanis
821ABG – MSgt Bruce Bernard &
MSgt Charles Denton
AFSPC – Ms. Maria Gray & TSgt
Nneka Costley
USAFA/BA – TSgt Emanuel Jester
Space Logistics Group – Capt Michael
Kussavage
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Housing privatization moves ahead at Peterson
By Cindy Gersch

rages with garage door openers, technology niches pre-wired
for high-speed internet connection, kitchens with energy
Tierra Vista Communities, the privatization project at efficient appliances and center islands, as well as master
Peterson Air Force Base, is unveiling its plans for the new bedrooms with large walk-in closets and four or five piece
master baths.
homes on base during the next five and a half years.
The home and site design at Tierra Vista Communities
In all, more than 650 homes will be built or renovated
during the initial development period. The revitalization of eliminates “dead spaces” between houses and creates value
Peterson community housing is part of the Military Housing out of every acre of property in the housing area. A strong
Privatization Initiative, a critical component in the effort to connection between the homes’ interior and exterior is proeliminate inadequate housing and foster a better quality of vided through strategic window placement, spacious back
patios and covered front porches. Safety and security are
life for U.S. servicemembers and their families.
As part of the project, homes for servicemembers of all increased when residents can have “eyes on the street” and
ranks will be constructed, ranging in size from 1,634 square their private yard areas from within the home. All new
feet to 4,060 square feet. The plans call for attached homes homes will include fenced yards.
“The features we are incorporating into each of the new
to be built for junior noncommissioned officers along with
single family homes for officers of all ranks and senior non- home designs are features that these families deserve,” said
Jim Mullen, Tierra Vista Communities Project Director.
commissioned officers.
As an Airman moves up in rank, their basic housing allow- “Large closets for storage and open floor plans for easy enance increases, allowing for a larger home and higher level tertaining are two items families living here told us they
finishes. The larger homes and increased finishes will be com- wanted.”
Besides offering residents a new home with a variety of
mensurate with homes outside the gate, which encourages
amenities,
the homes at Peterson are being built with the
Airmen to remain on base. Improving recruitment, retention,
and readiness by providing a better housing experience is environment in mind. All new homes will include central
air through a high efficiency air conditioning unit as well
one of the goals of the housing privatization program.
As part of the new home construction, each home will as energy efficient central gas heat; both will be operated
receive significant upgrades. Features include two-car ga- from a programmable thermostat, which can result in lower
utility bills. Energy efficient
appliances and ceiling fans
located throughout the homes
and tankless water heaters
round out the complete home
package.
“It’s important for us to do
our part in protecting the environment,” Mr. Mullen said.
“Therefore by doing things
such as installing tankless
water heaters and energy efficient appliances, we are ensuring these homes are using
as little energy as possible.”
Tierra Vista Communities
plans to break ground and
begin construction on these
new homes in the spring of
2008. Actus Lend Lease was
selected by the Air Force as
the preferred developer for
the $320 million community
development project at three
bases, including Peterson
AFB, Schriever AFB and Los
Courtesy graphic
Angeles AFB, Calif.
An artist’s rendering of future Peterson Air Force Base senior-enlisted housing
Actus Lend Lease Project Marketing Manager

Tuskegee Airman honors 6th SWS with speech, re-enlistment
By Tech. Sgt. Rob Langhorne
6th Security Forces Squadron

CAPE COD AIR FORCE STATION,
Mass. — Honored guest speaker retired
Maj. Ralph Turner, a member of the
famed Tuskegee Airmen during World
War II, quietly awed young Airmen and
Coast Guardsmen during the 6th Space
Warning Squadron’s African American
Heritage Luncheon Feb. 19.
With tales of flying 53 combat missions, his career, opportunities and
memories, Major Turner reminisced
about entering the Army Air Corps
in the early 1940s in an America of
discrimination, in an American military that did not allow black pilots. A
1944 graduate of Tuskegee Airfield in
Alabama, he was a P-40 and P-47 pilot
in the U.S. and a P-51 ‘Mustang’ flyer
over the skies of Europe.
Major Turner told of how he went to
the recruiter and said he wanted to be a
pilot. His recruiter said he could join and
do any job he wanted. Upon arrival at the
processing center, however, the major was
told he did not weigh enough to join.
After Major Turner’s mother gave the
base commander a talking to, and put
a few pounds on the young recruit, he
was allowed to enter the U.S. Army Air
Corps Aviation Cadet program. Even
upon arrival to basic training, Major
Turner was still held back from the
Aviation Cadet training program. His
training instructor called out names
chosen for the Aviation Cadet program,
and told the young cadet the program

was not for his color. After another program director called for Major Turner
to get on the bus with the chosen aviators, his instructor changed his tune,
telling him “I guess this was for you.”
After graduation, Major Turner was
assigned to several places around the
globe, including Africa, Europe and
Asia. As a member of the Tuskegee
Airmen, 302nd Fighter Squadron, Major
Turner flew 53 combat missions over
Europe. The Tuskegee Airmen flew in
more than 200 bomber escort missions
over Europe during WWII and were

credited with never losing a bomber, a
feat never accomplished before or since
in aviation history.
In 2006, Major Turner and the
Tuskegee Airmen were awarded the
Congressional Gold Medal for their
outstanding combat record that inspired revolutionary reform in the
Armed Forces.
At the end of his speech, he passed the
legacy of excellence and professionalism
by re-enlisting a security forces technical sergeant for his final four years in
the U.S. Air Force.

U.S. Air Force photo/Barbara Burnett

Retired Maj. Ralph L. Turner, a Tuskegee Airman, poses with his wife, Dr. Mary Crumlin-Turner.
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KRAV MAGA
KEMPO KARATE
CARDIO KICKBOXING
MMA TRAINING
3 LOCATIONS IN COLORADO SPRINGS:
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"Colorado Springs’ Premier Martial Arts Center"

Welcome to Colorado Springs!
are you considering

Plastic Surgery?
t Breast Enlargement
t Breast Lift
t Tummy Tuck
t Liposuction
Free Consultation
Aﬀordable Financing Options
Military Discounts Available
Call for details

DR. DOUGLAS J. RASKIN, M.D., D.M.D
Harvard & Stanford Trained
Certiﬁed by American Board of Plastic Surgery
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Aquatic Center’s Grand
Reopening
The 21st Space Wing commander, Col.
Jay Raymond, hosts a ribbon-cutting ceremony at 1 p.m. March 14 to mark the grand
re-opening of the Peterson Aquatic Center.
Honored guest at the ceremony is scheduled
to be Gen. Don Kutyna, former commander
of Air Force Space Command. The entire
base population is invited to attend the festive ribbon cutting ceremony and tour the
sparkling new facility. Refreshments will be
served.
The Aquatic Center’s $2 million renovation
includes major improvements: a new roof,
a new heating and air conditioning system,

new pool liners for both the main pool and
the kiddie pool, a new pool deck surface, a
new hot tub and a new sound system.
The Aquatic Center will be open free of
charge for all swim events in March, and its
hours of operation will reflect limited lifeguard staffing. Aquatic Center fees go into
effect April 1. To view the fee schedule, visit
www.21svs.com.
Parents and interested groups are urged to
begin making reservations for birthday parties and other special events at the Aquatic
Center. Information is at www.21svs.com.
To make reservations, call 556-4608.

FREE MOVIE NIGHT CONTINUES
All fi lm showings are free and open to all eligible users of Peterson AFB and their
guests. Soda and popcorn are available for purchase.
For the fi lm schedule and synopses visit www.21svs.com and click on ‘What’s Hot
Now’ or call 556-4180.

March 7
8 p.m. — Water Horse: Legend of the Deep (PG).

March 8
1 p.m. — National Treasure: Book of Secrets (PG);
7 p.m. — Field of Dreams (PG).

MARCH SERVICES HIGHLIGHTS
March 9, 16, 23
Lifeguard Training, $125/person. 8 a.m. — 3 p.m. every Sunday in March. Training
off base; transportation provided. Course graduates will be eligible for hire at the Aquatic
Center. Call Outdoor Rec, 556-4867.

March 14
St. Patrick’s Day 5k/10k Run, 11:30 a.m., Fitness Center, 556-4462.

March 16
Get Acquainted Four-Person Scramble, 8:30 a.m. shotgun start. $80/four-person
team. Sign up by March 12. Call Silver Spruce Golf Course for more information at
556-7414.

March 18
Birthday Meal at Aragon. 11 a.m.-12 p.m. Celebrating birthdays between JanuaryMarch. Birthday meal celebrants may invite one guest. Estimated cost for BAS and/or
guest is $15-$20; free for meal card personnel. Reservations required by March 14. Call
556-4180.

March 20-23; March 27-30; April 5; April 7
NCAA March Madness. March 20-23 First & Second Rounds, March 27-30 Sweet
16 and Elite 8, April 5 Final Four, April 7 NCAA Championship Game. Turn in your
brackets by March 19; get three points for each correct pick. Winner gets a pair of front
row tickets to Denver Nuggets vs. Houston Rockets game April 13. For more information, call Stripes Pub and The Club’s Main Lounge at 556-4181.

March 21
NAF Sale. 9- 0 a.m. for grades E-4 and below; 10 a.m.-3 p.m. for all others. Club Annex
Ballroom (formerly the Enlisted Club). Cash — Personal Check — Visa / MasterCard.

March 23
Easter Sunday Brunch, $20.95, $17.95 club members. Seating times at 10 a.m., 11
a.m., 12:30 p.m. and 1:30 p.m. For reservations call 574-4100.

March 23-27
Spring Break Mountain Biking in Moab, Utah. Activities include mountain biking
at Gemini Bridge, daily bike rides, touring Arches National Park, and bike ride through
Glenwood Canyon. Reservations close March 15. Call Outdoor Rec at 556-4867.
Now through March 31
Get A Grip! Replace your worn grips. Save $2/club when you strip the grip and underlying adhesive. We can do it for you! Call Silver Spruce Golf Course at 556-7414.

April 6
Snowshoeing in Poudre Canyon, $35/person, 7 a.m.-5 p.m. Reservations close April
1. Call Outdoor Rec at 556-4867.

Photos courtesy of 21st Services Squadron

Grab your fins and snorkel. The pool is opening soon!

The Rush of Water
Riding white water straddles the line between riding a screaming roller coaster and
riding a bucking bronco. Whitewater rafting
is a rush. Become a whitewater rafting guide
and do it every week.
The Outdoor Recreation Centers of
Peterson Air Force Base and the USAF
Academy are hosting combined training for
their all-volunteer whitewater raft guides.
Training, which consists of both classroom
and hands-on instruction, starts March 1.
“Before you plunge into rafting, you must
know the fundamentals. We teach boat type
and set-up, river navigation, swift water rescue, first aid and CPR, trip logistics, leadership, camp set-up and outdoor cooking,”
said Tina Madsen, Outdoor Adventure programs manager at Peterson. Experienced
river guides conduct all training with an
emphasis on situational awareness and safety

because river guides are responsible for the
lives of their customers.
According to Mrs. Madsen, “New volunteers are tested during weekend river trips.
Horrible by design, these trips combine the
worst of conditions: low water, lots of rocks
to negotiate, cold temperatures, and blowing rain or snow. As the season progresses,
the temperatures warm, the rivers rise, and
we’re out every weekend, so volunteers can
accumulate their required river miles.”
Learn what it takes to guide some of the
most challenging rivers in the West. No experience is necessary. Guides must be at least 18
years of age and have a valid stateside driver’s
license. Anyone who successfully completes
the program will be a State Certified White
Water Guide. For more information, call
556-7753 or 333-2940.

Spice it up with salsa
The tempting thing about salsa is
that it’s spicy. And the good salsa leans
towards being hot. It doesn’t matter if
we’re talking about that sauce of tomatoes, onions, chilies or the dance; heat
is a good thing.
Considered flirtatious, salsa dancing
is a fusion of informal dance styles with
roots in Cuba, Puerto Rico and Latin
and North America, with a splash of
African influence.
Jeanette Falu-Bishop, salsa dance
instructor, will be teaching a New
York-style of salsa at the Peterson
Club. “Salsa is a fun, sexy dance full
of attitude. It puts people in a good
mood. Anyone can do it, regardless
of gender, age or ethnic background,”
she said.
By anyone, she means it. Ms. FaluBishop is teaching salsa dance to
students at the Colorado School for
the Deaf and Blind. “I was especially
concerned about the blind students but
I’m amazed at how fast they caught
on the first night. To see them dance,
you wouldn’t know they’re blind,” she
said.
Spice up your life. Try salsa from 6 to 8
p.m. Wednesdays from April 2 through May
7 at the Club. Have it mild, medium or hot.
Have it with cilantro or with lime.
Salsa dance lessons for six weeks cost $50/
couple or $25/single. No experience / no part-

ner necessary. Ms. Falu-Bishop recommends
casual shoes with a smooth sole (no tennis
shoes and no high heels the first night) and
comfortable clothes that allow you to move
freely. For reservations, call the Peterson
Club at 574-4100. Remember — Dance as
if no one were watching!
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Security Forces wins intramural competitive title
By Walt Johnson
CSMNG

Lyron Paul scored a game high 17 points to
lead the 21st Security Forces to a 61-57 victory
over the Space and Missile Defense Command
to help his team capture the 2008 intramural
competitive league championship.
The championship tournament went the
entire round of playoffs as the SMDC team
came out of the losers bracket to force the “if
necessary” winner-take-all championship.
It really could not have gone any other way
for the SMDC team which almost took the
unlikeliest of roads to a championship.
While the Security Forces team breezed
through its first three games of the tournament to reach the finals, the SMDC team
put itself in the worst possible condition to
compete for the championship. The SMDC
team lost its fi rst round playoff game to
Team Colorado/21st Logistics Squadron
46-42 to fall into the loser’s bracket. Falling
into the loser’s bracket is never a good formula for winning a championship as Charles
Chestnut, SMDC coach said after the championship game.
“We should not have lost the first game
of the tournament. We had a 15 point lead
and then we got lazy, which has been a problem for us all season. Every game we lost
this year has been by five or fewer points,”
Chestnut said.
The loss could have been a blessing in disguise for his team because it put them in a
win or go home situation which Chestnut
said “opened our eyes and got us to playing the way we should have always been
playing.”
The SMDC team then ran off a four game
winning streak, eliminating the 21st Medical
Group (63-46), Team Colorado/21st Logistics
Squadron (43-34) and 21st Services Squadron
(47-44) before beating the Security Forces
team in a thrilling 63-62 game to force the
“if necessary” game. The first championship
game between SMDC and the Security Forces

was the kind of game Chestnut said his team
was capable of playing when it kept its mind
on the game. The SMDC team had control
of the game from the outset and with about
two minutes left it looked like it would be
a comfortable victory for the SMDC team.
But Paul led a furious Security Forces rally
that come up one point short and the SMDC
and Security Forces teams had to play an
extra night of basketball to determine the
champion.
“The game before tonight (Feb. 27) was a
perfect example of how our season went this
year. We had a comfortable lead and then we
just relaxed and let them back into the game.
We just got lazy and didn’t pressure the ball
or try to get baskets like we did to build the
lead,” Chestnut said.
The Security Forces team came into the
“if necessary” game in a very unfamiliar
position. It faced a do-or-die situation for
the first time in the playoffs and the usually
confident team was just that as it took the
floor for the game according to coach Steve
Whitworth.
“We were up for the challenge because we
know that not too many teams have been able
to beat us two games in a row. We knew that
we were playing against a tall and athletic
team and we were going to have to move our
feet more than we did last night. We knew we
made it tough on ourselves last night and we
knew what we needed to do to win tonight,”
Whitworth said.
The strategy to win the championship
game involved getting Paul involved in the
offense more than he was the previous night.
While Paul was uncharacteristically off from
the three-point line in the last two games of
the playoffs, he made up for it by scoring from
inside the arc to the tune of 31 points to lead
his team to victory. John Salavsa added 11
points to help Paul and secure the championship for the Security Forces team. After the
game Whitworth said the team in general,
and Paul in particular, was the key to the

Photo by Walt Johnson

Space and Missile Defense’s Roosevelt Cooper, 5, shoots over the defense of 21st Security Forces John
Salavsa, 10, during the intramural competitive league championship game Feb. 28 at the Peterson Fitness
and Sports Center.
team winning this year’s title.
“The key to victory for us all season was
the way we played solid team defense and the
contributions of Lyron Paul. We turned up
our defense as the playoffs began and that

was the key to our team winning. We made
the extra pass tonight which we didn’t do last
night and that was the key to us winning.
Also, Paul was huge tonight as he has been
for us all season,” Whitworth said.

Supporting our Nation’s
Military for over 40 years.

Call today
for details
about exciting
new military
scholarship
opportunities.
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Interested in becoming a teacher?
Join Troops to Teachers and Spouses to Teachers for a
FREE informational luncheon!!


Location
Buckley AFB - TBA
Peterson AFB – The Club
Fort Carson - TBA
USAFA - Family Support Center
Schriever AFB – Family Support Center
UCCS – University Center

Date
Monday, 10 March
Tuesday, 11 March
Wednesday, 12 March
Thursday, 13 March
Friday, 14 March
Saturday, 15 March



All seminars are
from 1130 to 1300
with lunch provided.
Photo by Walt Johnson

RSVP required:
(800) 438-6851
info@mwttt.com

Battling Gladiator
Widefield High School’s (and Peterson family member) Sebatstian Gilmore, 50, looks to get position on
Montrose’s Trey Norwood during action Friday at Widefield High School. The Gladiators beat Montrose to
advance to the Sweet 16 in 4A action and will meet Thomas Jefferson High School Friday at Widefield High
School. The region championship game is scheduled for 1 p.m. Saturday at Widefield High School.

Two-minute drill
Intramural
ral racquetball standings
Here aree the final
fi nal intramural league
racquetball standings as of March 1: 21st
Services Squadron, 6-1; USNORTHCOM,
4-1; United States Air Force Academy Band,
5-2; Det. 4, Air Force Operational and Test
Evaluation Center, 4-3; 367 RCS, 3-4; 21st
Mission Support Squadron, 3-4; 21st Civil
Engineers, 3-4; HQ AFSPC/A 6, 0-7.

Unit directors needed for
Summer sports day
Unit and directorate representatives are
needed for the 2008 Sports and Field Day,
scheduled for June 12. A total of 34 sports
and leisure activities are planned along with
free BBQ for everyone from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. All
personnel assigned to the Peterson Complex,
including Cheyenne Mountain, may participate. Each unit and directorate should
have a unit representative attend the three
to four scheduled meetings leading up to
June 12. The first meeting is scheduled for 2
p.m. March 11 at the Peterson Club. Anyone
interested in volunteering can call Ben Beck
at 556-8069.

Running coach needed
Peterson Air Force Base is in need of a
running captain to prepare a team for the
2008 Air Force half and full marathons at
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio. The event is
scheduled for Sept. 20 and is open to all Air
Force personnel. Base leadership is in search
of a team to send to the Air Force Marathon
to represent the base and Colorado’s healthy
lifestyle. For those interested in the position,
call Ben Beck at 556-8069.

Varsity Women’s softball coach
The Peterson Fitness and Sports Center is
looking for anyone interested in coaching
a varsity women’s softball team. If you are
interested in taking on this challenging position please contact Joshua Fly, varsity sports
director at 556-3210, 556-4462 or via e-mail

at Joshua.Fly@peterson.af.mil.

Boxing in Colorado Springs
Boxers talented enough to be members
of the United States’ Olympic-team will
take part in the U.S. Future Stars National
Championship at the Olympic Training
Center in Colorado Springs, March 9-14.
The competition will feature top talent in
both the men’s and women’s boxing community. This will be the first year for the newly
named Future Stars event but it is not the first
time it has been held. The event was formerly
known as the U.S. Championships. This year’s
event will come back to Colorado Springs after
being held outside of the Colorado area last
year. A highlight of the event is it will feature
boxers that will be competing for spots on
the 2012 Olympic Games in four years. Both
male and female athletes will compete in the
premier amateur boxing event with eleven
national champions crowned on the men’s side
and fifteen titlists in women’s action according
to Olympic Training Center officials.
The five day event will use a new computer
scoring system, which will also be used at
the upcoming 2008 Olympic Games OTC
officials said.

Infinity Park salutes the military
Come join us on Saturday, March 8th as
the Glendale Raptors take on the Air Force
at Infinity Park in Glendale, Colorado.
Experience the first municipal International
rugby-specific stadium in the United States
located right in the heart of Glendale as we
salute the men and women of the United
States Armed Forces.
Bring your military ID or wear your uniform and get in for $3.00. Tickets can be purchased at the ticket gate located on Tennessee.
You will receive a coupon for a FREE Pepsi
with your purchase of a brat.
For information about Infinity Park, visit
us at www.glendalerugby.com.
Compiled by Walt Johnson
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Peterson Athlete of the Week
Name:
Charles Chestnut
Intramural Basketball Player

Week

Charles Chestnut has been playing the game of basketball since he was a young man in the state of
Mississippi. At the time he began playing basketball he played on dirt top roads with rocks and other
debris all over the court. He said he learned a lot about dribbling while playing in his home state because
he said the ball never bounced the same and it took strange bounces most other times. But those bounces
didn’t stop Chestnut from becoming a very good basketball player. He was a good enough athlete to
have played college sports had it not been for some injuries which led him to join the military to serve
his country. He is a key member of the Space and Missile Defense Command football team that won
the base championship two years ago and finished second this year. He was also a key member of the
unit’s basketball team that also finished second in intramural play this year.
What drew you into playing sports?
CC: Where I was from in Mississippi there was just not a lot of things we could do besides play
sports. You either played ball or you worked in a field. Playing basketball was a good way to stay in
shape, have some good physical activity and you learn about being competitive. Where I grew up
people are very competitive and there are a lot of great athletes that have come from my town.
What would you consider to be your best personal sports moment?
CC: That had to be when I was playing high school football. We played Morton High School
where Deuce McAllister (New Orleans Saints running back) was playing his high school football.
He actually dislocated my shoulder when he ran me over during the game. Before the dislocation I
had some key punt returns that put us in position to win the game.
What would you consider to be your best professional sports moment?
CC: That would be in 1982 when Ronnie Lott (San Francisco 49ers safety) made a hit on a receiver
coming over the middle and the 49ers were able to get an interception that set up the throw to Dwight
Clark and the winning touchdown against the Dallas Cowboys. Ever since then I have been a defensive
minded person when I play sports because I feel like one hustle play could make the difference.
If you could change anything in sports today what would it be?
CC: I would like to change the way athletes understand how they are being portrayed. A sport is
athletic competition and all these guys are overpaid but what I don’t understand is how they can’t
understand the position they are in. You have athletes that complain about things and all I can do
is think how can these people complain when they are making millions to play sports. You have
military troops from all the branches of service that are sacrificing and they don’t complain. I
would like to see athletes understand what they have and how good they really have it.
What sports figure would you like to talk to?
CC: Charles Woodson, the cornerback for the Green Bay Packers. I’m not a huge fan of his
but he won a Heisman Trophy while playing defense. He out hustled and out worked most of
the people he played against and being big on heart and hustle like I am, I would find it interesting to talk to him about how he achieved what he did.
Who’s going to be in the NBA finals?
CC: I think Detroit and the Lakers right now. I’m not a Kobe fan but the kid is ridiculous and
the Lakers are building a good team around him. Detroit knows how to play together and they
will be tough to beat in the East.
Compiled by Walt Johnson

Lower Monthly Payments!
Zero cash out of pocket!
7502 Willow Pines - The Alaska
3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2-car garage, full unfinished basement
This home is perfect for those that want everything on one level. You’ll find a
washer/dryer, refrigerator, garage door opener, and a full basement - all
included! This home is ready for move in. Come see!
11240 Falling Star Rd - The Nevada
3 bedroom, 2.5 bath, 2-car garage, full unfinished basement
The views are incredible, and this home has great access to the area’s
abundant trails. Included is a washer/dryer, refrigerator, garage door
opener, and a full basement. There are great schools nearby. This home
is ready for move in. Visit today!
7452 Wind Haven Tr - The Sheridan
3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2-car garage, full unfinished basement
One level living at its finest. This home flows and feels open. Included
is a washer/dryer, refrigerator, garage door opener, and a full basement.
This home is ready for move in. Open and airy!
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Many more homes are available for immediate move in!

g!
openin
Grand

FOREST MEADOWS(Colorado Springs)
GRAND OPENING!
From $199,375, Black Forest Rd. & Woodman Rd.
719.648.2914

Minutes from Fort Carson
719.482.5287
All prices & availability subject to change without notice. Payments on a VA Loan with
2/1 buydown. APR not quoted. WAC through use of a preferred lender.

TUSCANY RIDGE(Fountain)
From $211,075, Lake & Fountain Mesa
719.482.5287

COUNTRYSIDE NORTH(Fountain)
From $216,075, Link & Falling Star
719.482.5287

Minutes from
Fort Carson
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Flying home just got quicker.
At ExpressJet, it’s our duty to get passengers to their destinations quickly and
comfortably. This is especially true when our passengers are U.S. soldiers and their
destination is home. With non-stop flights to 25 cities across the country, we make
sure our troops are within arms reach of their loved ones — on the double.
///
Fly non-stop on ExpressJet Airlines to:
LA/Ontario / Sacramento / San Diego

www.peterson.af.mil

