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21st SCS competes in 2008 Guardian Challenge
By Senior Airman Stephen Collier
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Stephen Collier

The 21st Space Communications Squadron’s
two-man team tried to prove they’re the
“best of the best” April 22 during the 2008
Guardian Challenge communications squadron competition.
Competing in the Air Force Space Commandwide event, Senior Airmen Jack Needham and
Jeremiah Toney, both technical controllers in
the 21st SCS, were competing against rival communications squadrons to show who was better
at supporting a space-based mission.
“The competition was good; it’s what we
expected,” Airman Toney said. “There was
a moderate amount of fun. Overall, it was
enjoyable.”
The competition challenged the Airmen in several areas of communications expertise, including
communication security, or ‘COMSEC,’ procedures. They were also tested on emergency procedures in the event of damage to the squadron’s
facility from a fire or other natural disaster.
Before competing, inspectors briefed the
Airmen on safety procedures. Afterward, they
handed out scenario cards for Airmen Needham
and Toney to react to. Airman Toney said the
competition proved that if they didn’t react in
a timely manner in a real-world scenario, the
Senior Airmen Jeremiah Toney (left) and Jack Needham,
21st Space Communications Squadron technical controllers, perform operational checks on fiber cables before
the 2008 Guardian Challenge competition April 22 at
Peterson Air Force Base, Colo. The 21st SCS is competing against fellow communication squadrons at Buckley
and Schriever AFBs in Colorado. The competition allows
inspectors to determine which communications squadron
is best at supporting a space mission through technical
control functions.

base could lose a significant portion of its ability
to communicate.
“The tech control facility is the heart of the
(space communications) squadron with the
limbs coming from our sister flights,” he said.
His counterpart, Airman Needham, wasn’t
as thrilled in the beginning.
“It was stressful (for me). I was nervous
as heck,” Airman Needham said. “And once
Colonel (Jay) Raymond visited, my stomach
dropped. But once the competition started, the
nervousness went away. That’s when we went
into the ‘get-it-done’ mode.”
Col. Jay Raymond, 21st Space Wing commander, and Chief Master Sgt. Timothy Omdal,
the wing’s command chief, visited the Guardian
Challenge competitors to help bolster their morale beforehand. Colonel Raymond assured the
Airmen they would win if they continued to
communicate with one another during any challenges they faced.
“While you’re going through the competition,
press on with each challenge before you,” the
colonel said. “Stay professional, don’t dwell on
errors and communicate back and forth and
you will win.”
With the competition behind them and
anxiously awaiting the results at the Guardian
Challenge score presentation in early May,
Airman Needham said it felt good to be chosen
to represent their squadron.
“It’s an honor to represent comm(unications),”
he said. “It’s also cool to be recognized by the
people you work with because they know you’re
doing your job the best you can.”
Airmen Toney and Needham will represent
their squadron once more during Guardian
Challenge events and activities, including a local
Sky Sox game in Colorado Springs, Colo., and
in attendance at the official GC ceremony.

City manager visits Peterson Air Force Space Command’s
“Not just as a city manager, but as
By Corey Dahl
Space Observer

The new Colorado Springs city manager visited Peterson April 24 to speak
with base leaders and take her fi rst tour
of the base.
Just weeks after Doctor Penelope
Culbreth-Graft stepped into the city manager position in January, she was already
calling 21st Space Wing leadership good
wingmen.
And being a good wingman is just
the type of relationship the doctor, who
previously was a city administrator in
Huntington Beach, Calif., would like to see
continue between Peterson and Colorado
Springs. Doctor Culbreth-Graft said she’s
looking forward to working with Peterson
on issues that affect both the base and the
city.
“I’d like to see us continue to build on
our relationship,” she said. “And I think it
will continue to be a positive one.”
Dr. Culbreth-Graft said she was impressed by everything she saw on Peterson
— the grounds, the people, the missions.
The base seems to live up to its mission
of providing “flawless” operations, she

a citizen, I want to just say that I
appreciate everything our military
members are doing for us”
Doctor Penelope Culbreth-Graft,
Colorado Springs City Manager
said.
“The whole notion of a flawless organization, when you fi rst hear it, is just outrageous,” she said. “You don’t think it’s
possible. But when you step on the base,
you really get that impression.”
Col. Jay Raymond, 21st SW commander,
kicked off the visit with a wing mission
briefing to help educate Dr. Culbreth-Graft
on how the 21st SW provides flawless space
surveillance to the U.S. and its allies. After
the brief, Colonel Raymond echoed the
city manager’s comments on the positive
relationship the base maintains with the
city of Colorado Springs.
See Manager page 10

Outstanding NCO of the Year
Staff Sgt. Rory Sturm, Jr., 721st Security Forces Squadron, 721st Mission Support Group,
displayed selfless acts of valor and heroism by replacing a wounded gunner during an enemy
ambush, saving 12 lives. For his actions, he
was awarded the 21st Space Wing’s first Air
Force Combat Action Medal. While deployed to Camp Bucca, Iraq, he supported
3,000 coalition forces maintaining security
of over 12,000 detainees and $300 million
in government assets. As flight armorer, he
managed and ensured 100 percent accountability for more than $400,000 of weapons,
munitions and equipment. Additionally,
for his steadfast leadership and bravery,
Sergeant Strum was selected as the 21st SW
Lance P. Sijan Award winner. Constantly
striving for excellence, he completed 12
credit hours toward a Community College
of the Air Force Criminal Justice Degree.
Finally, he devoted 16 hours to the DASH
program; credited with saving four lives
and increasing community safety. Sergeant
Strum is currently on a 365-day deployment
in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.
U.S. Air Force photo
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Last week, Gen C. Robert Kehler, commander of Air Force Space Command, hosted
the AFSPC Outstanding Airmen of the Year
awards banquet at the Peterson Club. Although
all awards ceremonies are special, this was even
more so as the absolute best in AFSPC gathered together to see who would be selected to
represent our command at the Air Force’s 12
Outstanding Airmen of the Year awards competition. Being able to meet and talk with each
of the attending nominees in the First Sergeant,
Senior Non-commissioned Officer, NCO and
Airman of the Year categories was an absolute
privilege and I know they were extremely proud
to have been a part of the night’s festivities.
Capping off the evening was the announcement of the four winners chosen from the
original field of 22 nominees. The 21st Space
Wing was fortunate enough to be home to
the AFSPC NCO of the Year award winner,
Staff Sgt. Rory E. Sturm, Jr. Although Sergeant
Sturm, a 721st Security Forces Squadron controller stationed at Cheyenne Mountain Air
Force Station is currently deployed, his wife
Tiffany was present to accept the award on his
behalf. Sergeant Sturm’s performance during
2007 was truly phenomenal. Having earned the
Air Force Combat Action Medal and a Purple
Heart for actions taken while deployed, along
with numerous other accomplishments, he is
truly deserving of this award and we wish him
the best of luck as he competes for the ultimate
honor of being selected as one of the elite 12
Outstanding Airmen of the Year. Way to go
Rory, we are all extremely proud of you!
In addition to the banquet itself, the evening
was preceded by a week-long series of events
aimed at honoring each nominee’s exceptional
performance during the past year. Scheduled
activities included tours of the Garden of the
Gods, Pikes Peak and the U.S. Olympic Training

21st Space
Wing
commander
Center. These events turned out to be a great
opportunity for the nominees, especially those
who are not stationed in the local area, to enjoy Colorado Springs while also learning more
about the unique contributions others have
made in carrying out the Air Force mission.
It’s too bad that there could only be four winners at the AFSPC level; however, I know each
nominee will take home memories to last a
lifetime as they were a part of an incredible
week honoring them as the “best of the best”
in the command.
Speaking of the best of the best, Guardian
Challenge competitions continued this past
week on Peterson and the U.S. Air Force
Academy. The events included fitness, firing
range and tactics competitions as our wing
team, with members from the 21st and 721st
Security Forces Squadrons, battled against
other units in AFSPC to see who will take
home bragging rights as best in the command.
Additionally, our communications competitors showed off their skills to 14th Air Force
evaluators. I know each event was fiercely competitive and look forward to hearing which
participants came out on top when the results
are announced during the Guardian Challenge
awards banquet May 9.
As many of you already know, this year’s
Guardian Challenge competition features
events in three separate categories: missile
warning and space surveillance operations,
communications and security forces. Even at

the squadron level, the level of competition is
top-notch and to be chosen to represent one’s
wing is a tremendous honor. Congratulations
to all the competitors that made the 21st SW
Guardian Challenge team and good luck in the
competition; I know you will make us all proud
once the scores are posted.
Some of the upcoming Guardian Challenge
events include more than just the competitions
themselves. In fact, there are a number of events
on tap, beginning with the opening ceremonies
at the base auditorium May 8. Other events, to
name just a few, include a Colorado Springs
Sky Sox game, a golf tournament as well as a
number of professional development tours in
the Team Peterson area. Be sure and keep your
eyes out for information on the various events
or contact our 21st SW liaison, Maj. Rickey
McCann at rickey.mcCann@peterson.af.mil
for more information. Aside from Guardian
Challenge, the next couple of weeks promise
to be extremely busy.
This coming week, Team Peterson is proud
to host the AFSPC commander’s conference
May 5-7. The AFSPC commander’s conference
is always a great event and allows those in attendance to get the latest wing updates from
throughout the command as well as the unique
perspectives from our commander, General
Kehler.
The North American Aerospace Defense
Command’s 50th anniversary celebration is
also an event to look forward to as this year’s
guest speaker is scheduled to be the Honorable
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates. The anniversary dinner, which takes place at the Broadmoor
Hotel in Colorado Springs May 12, includes a
formal ball with dancing, entertainment and
several historical displays. The celebration is
open to all military members, Department of
Defense civilians and the general public. I look
forward to going and hope to see you there.
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Base plants trees
for Arbor Day
By Corey Dahl
Space Observer

Base leaders, kids from the Child Development Center
and even Smokey Bear got down and dirty in honor of
Arbor Day April 22.
To celebrate the tree-planting holiday, dozens gathered
at the base bioenvironmental engineering building to
plant three blue spruces on the newly-remodeled lot. They
also watched as Col. Jay Raymond, 21st Space Wing commander, accepted the base’s 14th consecutive Tree City
USA award and seventh consecutive Growth Award for
increasing the number and density of trees on base.
“These awards are symbolic of the combined efforts of
many people over many years, and you can see the fruits
of their labor,” Colonel Raymond told the crowd. “You
look around Peterson, and the beauty you see is largely
because of all the mature trees we have here.”
Peterson is one of more than 3,000 Tree Cities in the
U.S. The award is sponsored by the Arbor Day Foundation
and recognizes communities that have viable tree management plans and programs.
The foundation has also organized the nation’s annual
Arbor Day observance since 1972. The holiday, which was
originally established in 1872 by a Nebraska newspaper
editor who advocated planting trees on the barren plains,
is celebrated on the last Friday in April and encourages
tree planting and care.
Arbor Day, the Tree City program and Peterson’s efforts are so important because trees are beneficial to
everyone — now and for years to come, said Naomi
Marcus, assistant district forester with the Colorado
State Forest Service.
“Trees provide shade, improve aesthetics, create recreation opportunities — what kid doesn’t like playing
around a tree? — and they sequester carbon, which offsets global warming,” Ms. Marcus said. “And, when you
plant a tree, it’s not only there for this generation but for
future generations.”
U.S. Air Force photo/Rob Bussard

Lt. Col. Craig Biondo, 21st Mission Support Group deputy commander, and a girl from the Child Development Center, work
together to plant a tree April 22 at Peterson Air Force Base, Colo. Peterson is one of more than 3,000 “Tree Cities” in the U.S.,
an honor given to cities with tree planting and management programs. This is Peterson’s 14th consecutive Tree City USA
award and seventh consecutive Growth Award for increasing the number and density of trees on base.
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TRICARE can help with alcohol awareness
By Shari Lopatin

your drinking?
 Have you ever had a drink fi rst thing in
the morning to steady your nerves or to get
rid of a hangover?
If the answer to any of these questions is
yes, an individual can discuss their concerns
with a healthcare provider right away.

TriWest Healthcare Alliance

PHOENIX — “One more won’t hurt me.”
“I can drive home fine.” “I only drink on
the weekends.” “I don’t drink as much as
everyone else.”
These are statements people sometimes
use to justify their excessive drinking.
According to the National Institute on
Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, roughly
14 million American adults abuse alcohol,
whether as habitual drinkers or less-frequent
binge drinkers.
Excessive alcohol consumption, whether
over a short period or long period of time,
increases the chance for accidental injury and
death, and may cause an increased chance
for health problems such as heart disease,
liver disease and stroke.
Why do people drink excessively?
For most adults, moderate drinking (up to
two drinks per day for men and one drink per
day for women) causes few, if any, problems.
Some situations, however, constitute no safe
amount of alcohol: while pregnant, when
driving, while under 21 years of age, or when
taking certain medications.
Many who turn to excessive drinking
do so to help relieve anxiety or stress, including combat stress. A report from the
NIAAA indicates “after a traumatic event,
people often report using alcohol to relieve
their symptoms of anxiety, irritability, and
depression.”
A person can give many excuses for drinking excessively. For example, job stress, relationship problems or experiencing the death
of a friend or family member. Sometimes
people drink excessively due to social factors,
such as peer pressure or having the need
to “fit in.” Alcoholism can be genetic and
some people are, therefore, more prone to
drinking because they had a mother or father,
grandmother or grandfather with alcohol
dependency.

Treatment options

Courtesy graphic

Getting help
Regardless of the reason, admitting to a
drinking problem should not cause anyone
to feel ashamed. In fact, facing the truth
may help those who are either addicted to
or dependent on alcohol begin down the
path to recovery. Often, people are reluctant
to seek treatment for their drinking problems, thinking they can handle it on their
own. Unfortunately, without treatment the
problem can escalate quickly, resulting in
severe legal, social or physical consequences.
The sooner treatment is sought, the bet-

AAFES Optometry Clinic

What’s the

Buzz?
6.01 + 3.99
With MAAXIMUM Checking

APR**

36 Month Auto Loan

= VALUE

And we’ve sweetened the pot by refunding your ATM fees!***

Hurry! BEE-fore
this sweet
offer ﬂies away!

ter the chances are of limiting long-term
consequences.
How can you tell if someone has a drinking problem?
According to the NIAAA, answering the
following four questions can help one identify a drinking problem in him or herself
or a loved one:
 Have you ever felt you should cut down
on your drinking?
 Have people annoyed you by criticizing
your drinking?
 Have you ever felt bad or guilty about

There are several options for those seeking
treatment for alcohol dependence or abuse.
Discuss all the treatment options with a
primary care manager or another trusted
physician.
TRICARE will cover certain treatments
for substance abuse. To use TRICARE coverage, active-duty servicemembers must
access all care through a PCM. Active-duty
family members with TRICARE Prime have
coverage for up to eight group therapy visits
with a referral from their PCM. Continuing
therapy after the eighth visit will require a
request from your PCM and authorization
from TriWest. Certain other inpatient or
other treatments will require a referral and
prior authorization.
Any applicable co-pays or cost-shares
(based on the sponsor’s status and TRICARE
program) will apply. Utilize network providers for the least out-of-pocket costs.
Specific coverage and limitations by fi lling
out a profi le can be viewed at www.tricare.
mil/mybenefit. Choose the “Mental Health
and Behavior” tab, follow the link for “Types
of Treatment” and then “Treatment for
Substance Use Disorders” on the left-side
menu.
TriWest also offers a TRICARE Behavioral
Health Provider Locator and Appointment
Assistance Service at 1-866-651-4970
(Mondays through Fridays, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.)
to help TRICARE Prime active-duty servicemembers and their families locate a local
provider and make an appointment.
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Bldg.1365 Otis St.
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aafcu.com 800•223•1983
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*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. 6.01% APY paid on balances between one penny and $50,000, and 1.01% APY paid on all amounts above
$50,000 each cycle the minimum requirements are met. A cycle is defined as the period between the last business day of the month and the
next to last business day of the following month. Must meet all of the following minimum requirements: Make 12 or more signature/credit-based
AAFCU Visa® Check Card transactions. PIN-based transactions do not count toward the 12 minimum required transactions. Receive electronic
statements (E-Statements). Make at least one ACH or direct deposit to/from MAAXIMUM Checking (S12) account. If requirements are not
met per cycle, the account will earn 0.25% APY. Rates as of May 1, 2008. We may change the dividend rate and APY at any time after the
account is opened. No minimum balance required. No monthly service charge. Dividends begin to accrue upon account opening. Available to
personal accounts only. Fees or other conditions may reduce earnings. **36 monthly payments of $296.00 per $10,000.00 borrowed at 3.99%
APR. Limited time offer; rate subject to change. Other rates and terms available. Other restrictions apply. ***ATM
refunds up to $25 per cycle (limited to $4.99 per item) if requirements are met for MAAXIMUM Checking account. Call
800.223.1983 for more information. Federally insured by NCUA.
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CALENDAR / BASE BRIEFS
Thursday, May 1

Tuesday, May 6

Case lot/seafood road show at Peterson
commissary
The Peterson Air Force Base commissary hosts a case lot
sale and a seafood road show May 1-3. The case lot sale will
feature large discounts on popular items, and the seafood
road show will have for sale lobster tails, shrimp rings, crab
legs and a special “catch of the day.” For more information,
call Judy Williams at 556-7765.

Technology Expo
The 21st Communications Squadron hosts a technology
exposition 10 a.m. — 2 p.m. May 1 at the Peterson Club.
More than 25 exhibitors will show off the latest technologies
in communications, network solutions, data management
and other fields. The event also features demonstrations and
giveaways. To pre-register, visit www.federalevents.com.

Friday, May 2

Chapel-sponsored women’s conference
A women’s conference is May 2 and 3 at the World Arena,
3185 Venetucci Blvd., in Colorado Springs. The event,
sponsored by the Peterson chapel, features Beth Moore, a
speaker and author of best-selling bible studies for women.
Transportation and scholarship options are available to those
who wish to attend. Members should call Mary McLendon
at 380-0217 or McClendonMB@cs.com or Amanda Allen
at 556-4442 or Mandachic1@aol.com.

Monday, May 5

Mitchell Street closed May 5
Mitchell Street, east of Westover Street, closes May 5 due
to new housing construction. The road closure is permanent.
Members seeking access to this portion of base will be rerouted through Selfridge and Otis Streets. Stay with www.
peterson.af.mil for the latest in base housing and construction news.

Welcome... to the dental practice of

Jackson Anderson, D.D.S.

CIMARRON HILLS DENTAL CENTER
719-597-9057

N

POWERS

Please call

ACADEMY

Comprehensive dental care for the entire family
Active and retired military insurance accepted
In practice since 1981
We are accepting new patients

for an appointment

OMAHA
GALLEY
U.S. 24

6459 Omaha Boulevard
7*4"t.$t%JTDPWFSt"NFYt$BSF$SFEJUt$BTIBOE$IFDLT

NCOA National Job Fair
The Non-Commissioned Officers Association, with support
from the Peterson Airman and Family Readiness Center, is
hosting a National Job Fair from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. May 6 at the
Doubletree Hotel at 1775 East Cheyenne Mountain Blvd,
Colorado Springs, Colo. More than 40 local and national
recruiters in major industries will be on hand. The job fair
is free and open to the public. Attendees are asked to dress
appropriately. Military uniforms are OK. Attendees will be
educated on how to “woo” a company recruiter and get hired.
Retiring or separating military members and their families
are invited. For more information, visit www.militaryjobworld.com or call 1-800-662-2620, ext. 222.

Military Spouse Appreciation Day
The Airman and Family Readiness Center hosts a Military
Spouse Appreciation Day from 10 a.m. — 2 p.m. May 6 at the
Armed Services YMCA on 2190 Jet Wing Drive in Colorado
Springs The free event features activities such as haircuts, a
“Cooking on a Budget” seminar, massages, a fashion show
and crafts. The event is open to spouses of all services and
ranks, and limited childcare will be available. For more
information or to RSVP, call 622-9622.

Thursday, May 8

Asian Pacific American Heritage month
The 2008 Asian Pacific American Heritage month kicks
off at 11 a.m. May 8 in the training rooms of Bldg. 3. Special
guest is Grand Master Jhoon Rhee, father of American Tae
Kwon Do. Program includes refreshments and door prizes.
Event sponsored by U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense
Command. For more information, call 554-2135.

Friday, May 9

Third annual military baby shower
The Third Annual Armed Forces Baby Shower is 9 a.m- 2
p.m. May 9 at Fort Carson’s Special Events Center, Bldg 1829,
at the intersection of Specker Ave and Prussman Blvd. The
event features baby-related demonstrations, games, trivia
and prizes. A car seat inspection station is available (weather
permitting) from Noon- 3 p.m. For more information, call
(719) 526-7591.

Saturday, May 10

2008 Alex Hoag Run
The 8th Annual Alex Hoag ‘Run for Sunshine’ military
challenge, sponsored in part by the 10th Services Squadron
is at 8 a.m. May 10 at Security Services Field in Colorado
Springs, Colo. The run is free for active — duty military.
Top installation wins the Alex Run Top of the Peak trophy;
Most participation from an installation garners the Most
Participation trophy. For more information or to register,
call 680-1348 or visit www.alexhoag.com.

Monday, May 12

50th Anniversary Golden Jubilee Ball
Tickets are available for North American Aerospace
Defense Command’s 50th Anniversary Golden Jubilee
Ball at 6 p.m. May 12 at the Broadmoor Hotel in Colorado
Springs, Colo. Dress is black tie for civilians and mess dress
for military members. The ball is open to the general public
in addition to active duty military members and Department
of Defense civilians. Tickets are on sale through April 1.
Costs per ticket are $140 for the general public, Active duty
members and DoD civilians are $25 for E-1 to E-7 or pay
band 1, $45 to E-8 to O-4 or pay band 2, and $80 for O-5
and above or pay band 3. To order individual tickets, send an
e-mail to NORADJubileeBall@isiscompany.net or call (719)
635-7558. For information, visit www.NORAD.mil/50.

Friday, May 16

Free Sky Sox Military Appreciation Night
Local Colorado Springs baseball team The Sky Sox, in
conjunction with the 21st Services Squadron, sponsors a
free baseball game against the Round Rock Express May 9
at Security Service Field. Gates open at 5 p.m.; game time
6:05 p.m. Free ticket vouchers are available at Peterson’s
Information, Tickets and Tours office in Bldg. 640. Limit 10
vouchers per eligible person. Vouchers must be exchanged
for tickets at the Sky Sox ticket window at Security Service
Field before May 9. Call ITT at 556-1760 for details.

St. Jude’s Charity Golf Tournament
The Peterson Firefighter’s Association hosts a charity golf
tournament and barbecue May 9 at the Silver Spruce Golf
Course. Registration deadline is May 5. Golfing ‘shotgun
start’ begins at 8 a.m. and includes four-person scramble.
Prices are E-1-E-4, NAF1-2, GS 1-5 $45; E-5–E-7, 0-1 — 0-2, NAF3, GS 6-8 $52; E-8–E-9, 0-3–0-4, NAF4, GS 9-12
$55; 0-5–0-10, NAF5, GS 13 and up $60; civilian guests $65.
Prices include green fee for 18 holes, half golf cart fee and the
barbecue lunch at the base fire station. For more information
or to sign up, call Kristy Cruger at 556-3405.

HeartLink spouse orientation
Spouses are encouraged to come out and learn how they
are the “heart” of the Air Force from 9 a.m. — 3 p.m., May
16. Lunch provided. Spouses can RSVP Nona at 556-6141.

Wednesday, May 28

Career fair
The Peterson Airman and Family Readiness Center hosts
a defense technology and intelligence career fair from 10
a.m. — 2 p.m. May 28 at the Peterson club. All personnel
are invited to attend. The cost is free. For more information,
visit www.transitioncareers.com.

Thursday, May 29

Team Pete Quarterly Awards Breakfast
The Team Peterson Quarterly Awards Breakfast is 8 a.m.
May 29 at the Peterson Club. The event recognizes outstanding performers from the Peterson complex in several categories. For more information, call Master Sgt. Matt Newlon at
554-2704 or Senior Master Sgt. Brent Braun at 554-3657.

*

Did you know...
Approved Auto Repair

Factory Scheduled Maintenance
and Most Extended Warranties
can be performed at

AUTO TECH PLAZA
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Schedule an appointment today

$20
OFF 10%
OFF
3000 or 7500
Scheduled Factory

Mile Service

Premium filters may be add’l charge. We
reserve the right to use a brand of our choice.
Some restrictions may apply. Plus S/M & HWS.
Please present coupon upon arrival.

Maintenance
Services 30,000 • 60,000
90,000 mi Intervals
Some restrictions may apply. Plus S/M & HWS.
Please present coupon upon arrival.

1548 S. 21st St. • 475-9424*

What is your next
profession?
Continue to serve your country as a
public school teacher!
Troops to Teachers can help.
Up to $10,000 in financial assistance
available to qualified participants.
For more information:

2353 E. Platte Ave. 632-8939*
425 West Filmore • 520-5777*
225 Main Street • Fountain • 391-8822
autotechplaza.net

1-800-438-6851
info@mwttt.com
www.mwttt.com
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Volunteers: the heart
and soul of the USO
By Phil Martinez

United Service Organizations

FORT CARSON, Colo. — The USO, since
1941, has been many things: a home away
from home to our troops, an environment
to decompress and relax and a place to enjoy
free telephone cards, internet and e-mail access, game room, movie theater and so much
more; all for free.
With the USO coming to Colorado Springs
and its construction underway, the excitement
is building for the organization’s soft opening
in early August 2008. Making this happen
is the heart and soul of the organization: it’s
talented volunteers. The USO’s volunteers, in
more than 132 centers worldwide, are the staple
of the organization. Volunteers total more than
26,000 and continue to grow everyday.
Ft. Carson’s USO is in the process of recruiting volunteers for the organization’s
new center here. The USO meets the pressing
military needs of servicemen and women by
mobilizing caring Coloradoans in assisting
the center. Every day, hundreds of people find
ways to make meaningful, rewarding contributions to the USO worldwide. And here in
Southern Colorado, the USO continues that
tradition. For those in the Southern Colorado
area, here are a few ways they can contribute
to America’s fighting men and women:
USO Center — Daily duties will include
staffing the center, assisting with movies, distribution of laptop computers, upkeep of the
center, ensuring all snacks are distributed,
catering to our servicemen and women and
most importantly, greeting military members
with the utmost respect and a smile.
Calendar Projects
Choose from flexibly-scheduled volunteer

projects every month, the ideal choice for
individuals.
Annual Events
The perfect way for individuals and groups
to make a difference in just one day.
Corporate Service
Offers a wide variety of ways for companies
to engage their employees in volunteerism.
Community Grapevine
In addition to the USO’s year-round operating of the center, the Ft. Carson USO will
have a multitude of events volunteers can assist
with. From dinners and galas, picnics, walk-athons, golf tournaments, RV tour and school
fundraising drives, the USO provides the perfect way for individuals and groups to make a
difference in just one day or every day.
When Coloradoans volunteer, they are
giving something back to their community
and to America’s brave men and women in
uniform. There are many good reasons to get
involved with the USO, some of the benefits
of volunteering include:
 Making new friends
 Exploring career and personal
interests
 Earning great recommendations for future employment or college applications
 Developing marketable job skills
 Building a resume
 Enriching education
 Uncovering hidden skills and talents
 Increasing one’s self-confidence
 Having fun
Making a difference and demonstrating one’s
commitment to America’s armed forces
For information on volunteering at the Ft.
Carson USO, contact Phil Martinez at pmartinez@uso.org or 306-1898 to be a part of a the
experience of supporting America’s troops.

Supporting our Nation’s
Military for over 40 years.

Call today
for details
about exciting
new military
scholarship
opportunities.

(888) 266-1555
www.ctudegreenow.com

Family Services and Airman’s
Attic: a marriage of convenience
By Kathy Latzke
Peterson Airman and Family Readiness Center

Due to recent changes in locations,
Peterson members can find both the Family
Services and Airman’s Attic organizations
co-located in Bldg 1425 on base.
Located in the now-closed base exchange
and commissary facilities across from the
base chapel, the new location is more accessible, making it more convenient for
customers to carry items to their vehicles.
Volunteers are on hand to help members
with their family and personal needs in the
form of several programs:
 The Loan Locker is one of the primary programs. Whenever an individual or
family is moving to or from Peterson, the
Loan Locker has items available, on loan,
to provide the necessities until their household goods are delivered. Some examples

of items found at the Loan Locker include
futons (sleeping mattresses), dishes, pots and
pans, irons, folding tables and chairs. High
chairs, portable baby beds and strollers are
also available.
 The Layette Program provides free baby
items for newborns of E-5s and below. Items
include baby blankets, sweaters, hats and
bath towels.
 The Airman’s Attic provides free uniforms, children’s clothes, furniture and
household items to E-5s and below. Recent
generous donations have allowed the
Airman’s Attic to be well-stocked and ready
to assist Peterson-assigned Airmen.
Family Services and the Airman’s Attic
exist to make life a little less stressful for
Peterson servicemembers and their families.
Volunteers believe these recent changes will
provide improved services for the base.

AT

EASE .

Oakwood’s energy efßcient building ensures
your comfort is top of mind.

FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT
• Bar & Lounge Areas • In Room Coffee
• High Speed Internet • Outdoor Swimming Pool
Tennis Courts • Gyms & Saunas • Room Service

Buy One Get One Free Breakfast & Lunch
(with military ID, Dine in only through 5/30/08)

Located on the Southwest corner of Airport and Academy at 411 Lakewood Circle
Satellite Hotel • 719-596-6800 • Landing Fire Grill & Bar 719-660-0340
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Daily Specials
Large & Small Conference Rooms
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NORAD, USNORTHCOM host Reserve Forces Policy Board
By Army Sgt. 1st Class
Gail Braymen
North American Aerospace Defense Command/
U.S. Northern Command Public Affairs

Integrating Reserve component and active-duty personnel in the staffs of North
American Aerospace Defense Command
and U.S. Northern Command is a critical
component in the commands’ success, said
the chairman of the Reserve Forces Policy
Board during a visit to the commands’ headquarters last week.
The Reserve Forces Policy Board is responsible for advising the Secretary of Defense
on matters relating to the National Guard
and military Reserve components. Chairman

G. Kim Wincup and other board members
came to NORAD and USNORTHCOM to
learn more about the commands’ homeland
defense mission.
The board is currently concentrating on
providing a more future-oriented perspective
to Secretary Gates, said Mr. Wincup. “We
started by kind of looking at all the Reserve
components, benchmarking where they are
at this point in time,” then investigated probable world scenarios in about the year 2025
and what threats the United States may face
at that time.
“What seemed to come out of that, among
lots of things, was this area of homeland defense/homeland security,” Mr. Wincup said.

NORAD, USNORTHCOM
to train in national exercise
North American Aerospace
Defense Command/U.S. Northern
Command Public Affairs
North American Aerospace Defense
Command and U.S. Northern Command
will exercise their response abilities to
a variety of events during an intensive,
eight-day national level exercise in May.
National Level Exercise 2-08 runs May
1-8 and exercises national capabilities to
prepare and respond to multiple incidents
including both natural disasters and terrorist incidents. The exercise will include
hurricane preparedness and response and
Defense Support to Civil Authorities coordination in response to a weapon of mass
destruction terrorist attack.
USNORTHCOM’s primary exercise
venues for NLE 2-08 include locations
in Washington and Oregon. Exercise scenarios include multiple terrorist attacks
in the state of Washington, an accidental chemical agent release in Oregon, a

Category-4 hurricane impacting the midAtlantic Coast and the National Capitol
Region and aerospace events throughout
North America.
NLE 2-08 will also involve agencies
including the Department of Homeland
Security, Federal Emergency Management
Agency, U.S. Transportation Command
and the National Guard. Canada
Command will participate through its
Staunch Maple exercise.
“Exercises like NLE 2-08 give us the
opportunity to work with other federal
agencies, state and local officials, as well
as Canada, in the response to multiple
events,” said Gene Pino, NORAD and
USNORTHCOM Joint Training and
Exercise director. “This allows us to look
at processes and procedures to identify
strengths and weaknesses by stressing the
system so that we can be better prepared
in the future.”

Homeland defense, he continued, is a “really
unpredictable requirement the country has
to face, [and] much of it is nothing you can
anticipate.”
After discussing homeland defense with
other organizations at the federal, state and
local levels, Mr. Wincup said, members of
the Board next wanted to learn how NORAD
and USNORTHCOM accomplish their “extraordinarily complicated” homeland defense
mission. What is vital to the successful accomplishment of both commands’ missions,
he said, is having a staff comprised of both
Reserve and active-duty troops.
“In my view, we don’t educate active-duty
personnel to face the kinds of problems that
are presented in the homeland,” Mr. Wincup
explained. “So we don’t have a force that
we’ve invested in to learn the skills that you
need to know to deal with working with the
sheriff, the mayor, the governor, the [Adjutant

General], all the kinds of things that ... the
National Guard, particularly, and, to a lesser
degree, ... Reservists deal with as a regular
part of their duties.
“I think the skills that [Reserve component personnel] bring are pretty uniquely
applicable to the problem[s] faced by the
commands].”
The relationship between the commands
and the Reserve components will continue
to develop, Mr. Wincup said.
“The public is not going to accept a
Department of Defense that’s not effective
in responding to significant threats or disasters inside the homeland,” he said. “I think
everybody recognizes that it doesn’t really
matter the source of your commission or the
type of serviceperson you are. We’re going to
need to take advantage of all the skills that
are out there.”

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Gail Braymen

The Honorable G. Kim Wincup, chairman of the Reserve Forces Policy Board, recognizes Kim Robinson of U.S.
Northern Command with his coin during the Board’s visit to North American Aerospace Defense Command and
USNORTHCOM headquarters at Peterson Air Force Base, Colo., on April 16, 2008. Members of the Reserve
Forces Policy Board, the principal policy advisor on reserve matters to the secretary of defense, came to the commands to more learn about NORAD’s and USNORTHCOM’s homeland defense and civil support missions.

QUALITY.
HONESTY.
INTEGRITY.

It’s the way our
homes are built.
It’s the way we
do business.

Creek Terrace

Brandy Station

Middleton

Tri lvl, 3/2/2, $204,950
1498fin sf/2408 total

2 sty, 3/2.5/2, $209,950
1439 fin sf/ 2026 total

Mule Deer Crossing

Fairfax

Cape York

2 sty, 3/2.5/2, $224,950
1498 fin sf/ 2004 total

2sty, 3/2.5/2, $239,950
1666 fin sf/ 2476 total

Forest Meadows

Woodmen Hills

The Camden

The Charleston

2 sty, 3/3/3, $339,950
2284 fin sf/ 3194 total

Ranch, 3/2/2.5, $319,950
2836 fin sf

Forest Meadows
8413 Vanderwood Rd.
266-3845
Blk Forest & Woodmen

Creek Terrace
7111 Araia Drive
382-9130
Fountain Mesa & Araia Drive

Mule Deer Crossing
3989 Reindeer Circle
570-7232
Marksheffel & N. Carefree

Savannah

Yorktown II

Ranch, 5/3/3, $352,034
3528 fin sf/ 3736 total

2 sty, 4/2.5/3, $329,252
2394 fin sf/ 3338 total

Claremont Ranch
This Model Closed
Please Visit
Mule Deer Crossing

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. *Closing costs paid with approved lender.
**Landscaping per subdivision.
Visit our Model Homes: Monday through Saturday 10 am - 5 pm • Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm

www.hallmark-homes.com

Woodmen Hills
11952 Royal County Down Road
495-4267
Woodmen & Meridian
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Reel fun every week at
the Base Auditorium
See recent movie releases at the Base Auditorium every
week. All fi lms are FREE and open to all eligible users of
Peterson AFB and their guests. For more information,
please call 556-8383 or check back here for a new movie
schedule every week.
7 p.m. Wednesday, April 30
The Pianist (R)
A brilliant pianist, a Polish Jew, witnesses the restrictions Nazis place on Jews in the Polish capital, from restricted access to the building of the Warsaw ghetto. As
his family is rounded up to be shipped off to the Nazi
labor camps, he escapes deportation and eludes capture
by living in the ruins of Warsaw.
8 p.m. Friday, May 2
The Rescuers (G)
A bottle containing a plea for help arrives at the Rescue
Aid Society, an organization of mice from all over the
world whose mission is to help those in need. Bernard and
Miss Bianca are chosen for the task and, after gathering
the needed clues and information, they fly on the back
of albatross Orville to the gloomy and uncharted Devil’s
Beyou. There, together with Ellie Mae and other swamp
folk, they must work together to save a little orphan girl
from the evil Madame Medusa.
1 p.m. Saturday, May 3
The Pirates Who Don’t Do Anything (G)
Three lazy misfits — very timid Elliot (Larry the
Cucumber), lazy Sedgewick (Mr. Lunt) and no self-confident George (Pa Grape) — dream of the day of putting
on a show about pirates. With their own problems of
might not having this dream come true, they soon find
themselves traveling back in time into the 17th century
and begin a quest to rescue a royal family from an evil
tyrant, and learn about being pirates.
7 p.m. Saturday, May 3 and Wednesday, May 7
Mad Money (PG-13)
Three female employees of the Federal Reserve plot to
steal money that is about to be destroyed.
1 p.m. Saturday, May 10
The Golden Compass (PG-13)
Lyra Belacqa is an orphan living at Jordan College in
the Oxford of an alternate universe. In Lyra’s world, every
person is accompanied by a daemon, a physical representation of their soul in animal form. Because Lyra is still
young, her daemon, Pantalaimon, can change his shape
to appear as any animal he chooses. Adults’ daemons
settle in to one shape and don’t change.
7 p.m. Saturday, May 10 and Wednesday, May 14
Cloverfield (PG-13)
Five young New Yorkers throw their friend a going-away
party the night that a monster the size of a skyscraper
descends upon the city. Told from the point of view of
their video camera, the film is a document of their attempt to survive the most surreal, horrifying event of
their lives.

Can’t wait to feel better?
Receive the care you need...
When you need it.
Now available
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We accept most
major medical
insurances
including
all Tricare
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Dr. John Torres, M.D. – AFA Grad ’82
Emergency Medicine Board Certiﬁed, Medical Director

Lynda Torres, M.A.
Clinic Administrator

15854 Jackson Creek Pkwy, Suite #120
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U.S. Air Force photo/Burke Ferrin

Courtesy photo

Education is key
The Space Top 3 Association vice president, Master Sgt. Gary Washington,
delivers $100 grants from the Enlisted Education Assistance Program
recently at Headquarters Air Force Space Command at Peterson Air
Force Base, Colo. Recipients were Senior Airman Michael Davidson

Page 17

(left), 21st Aeromedical Medical Squadron; Senior Airman Jacob Close,
21st Operations Support Squadron; and Senior Airman Brittany HartkornSeligman, Air Warning Center, Cheyenne Mountain Air Force Station (not
pictured). The Space Top 3 Association’s goal is to donate educational
grants quarterly.
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Manager:
From page 1
“Having Dr. Culbreth-Graft as our guest at Peterson was
an absolute delight,” the colonel said. “We look forward to
continuing our mutual, positive relationship with her and
the city now and into the future.”
Dr. Culbreth-Graft said the city will continue to work
closely with Peterson on growth and encroachment issues
and will also work to improve city services for residents,
including Airmen and their families. In the coming months,
she and the city council will be working on issues such as
improving struggling urban areas, bettering mass transit
and transportation, and making sure servicemembers returning from the war zone are well cared for.
The goal is to make sure all city residents have their needs
met, Dr. Culbreth-Graft said. That includes members of
the military community, who Dr. Culbreth-Graft said are
owed a debt of gratitude for their service.
“Not just as a city manager, but as a citizen, I want to just
say that I appreciate everything our military members are
doing for us,” she said. “We have no clue as to the extent of
the sacrifices that our military gives us. It’s protecting us
from threats that we will never know we’ve been protected
from, and I am so grateful for that.”

U.S. Air Force photo/Rob Bussard

Col. Jay Raymond, 21st Space Wing commander (left), provides a wing mission brief to Dr. Penelope Culbreth-Graft April 24 during a visit to Peterson
Air Force Base, Colo. Dr. Culbreth-Graft, who recently became the new Colorado Springs city manager, was introduced to the base and its mission
to gain a better understanding of how the city and Peterson work together. The doctor was also introduced to Peterson’s BluePrint-2050 development
plan and was provided a tour of the installation.

Antiterrorism / Force Protection (Surveillance Operations)
Antiterrorism tips on recognizing surveillance operations and actions to take if
you suspect someone is conducting surveillance operations.
DEFINITION
- Continuous or periodic act of observing a person, a place, or a thing for the
purpose of gathering information.
TYPES:
- Stationary
- Enroute Or Moving
- Technical Surveillance

ACTIONS:
- Conceal your suspicions
- Do not force a confrontation
- Make note of the activity, circumstances
-- Type, color of vehicle, license plate, number of occupants
-- Activity, photography, videotaping, note taking, binoculars, telescope
-- Precise location
- Call the authorities immediately (remember all details and make a report)
- Attempt to keep individuals under observation until authorities arrive
REMEMBER: Antiterrorism and Force Protection is EVERYONE’S job.

INDICATORS:
- Illegally or suspiciously parked vehicles (e.g., along the installation perimeter,
by sensitive facilities, or in the vicinity of approaching/departing aircraft)
- Occupied parked vehicles
- Personnel in unauthorized areas
- Personnel taking photographs, sketches or observing specific operations
(air traffic, vehicle traffic, construction, security protocols at entry points, etc.)

Bank from Home OR
Around the World with Internet Banking

These tips, and other important information regarding countersurveillance
procedures are illustrated in Peterson AFB Antiterrorism Plan 10-245,
Appendix 3 to Annex C, which can be viewed by contacting your unit’s
Antiterrorism Representative.
The 21st Space Wing Antiterrorism Officer is Mr. Earl Gillis,
556-8270.

Welcome Home Soldiers
& thanks!

Active Wellness
Massage Therapy
Carol Hage

Free Fertility Seminars
In Search of the Stork™

FREE SERVICES

Thank You For
Your Service

• FREE Internet Banking

Fountain Valley’s
Community Bank

• FREE Bill Pay
• FREE Basic Checking

410 S. Santa Fe
Fountain, CO 80817

(719) 382-5643

Our Free Monthly Seminar
includes:
xBiology of Reproduction
xWhat diagnostic tests you
need and those you don’t
xTreatments options PLUS
costs
xFinancial Plans
xAcupuncture & Tricks to
improve your own fertility!

Reproductive Medicine & Fertility Centers appreciates
all that you have done and we are proud to be part of the
TRICARE system of dedicated care givers for our troops and
their families. As Board Certified Reproductive
Endocrinologists and Infertility Specialists we have access to
new tests and recently we have partnered with Repromedix™
a lab that specializes in helping the “worried
fertile” understand their options for creating a
Free
family. Now you can determine the “biologic
15 min
clock” for females and learn if the sperm you
phone
produce “works”. These are not old tests,
consults,
these are very new technologies. We would be
call!!
happy to help you create a family!
Call us!

RSVP: 877-475-2229

www.coloradomountainbank.com

Little People, Big Smiles
Technology
Technology with
with aa Caring
Caring Touch
Touch
Specialized
Specialized treatment
treatment planning
planning for
for all
all ages
ages
Treatment under conscious sedation and general-anesthesia
Digital radiography for pinpoint treatment plans and
reduced radiation exposure
Parents can stay with children during treatment
Delta
Dental,
Tri Care
Dental,
United
Concordia,
Cigna
Delta
Dental,
Tri Care
Dental,
United
Concordia
and Care Credit plans accepted

Healthy Smiles are
Beary Special

Jeﬀ Kahl, DDS
Derek Kirkham, DDS
Committed to
your children’s
oral health!

Welcoming New Patients
9480 Briar Village Point, Suite 301 • (719) 522-0123

265 Parkside Drive, Suite 200
Colorado Springs, CO 80910
719-475-BABY(2229)
www.475-baby.com Info@475-baby.com
www.planaheadtest.com/us

Licensed Massage Therapist
Cert Neuromuscular Therapist
Frequency Specific Microcurrent Therapy for:
Pain Management, PTSD and much more.

Your 1st One Hour Session only $40

4775 Barnes Rd., Unit K

719-388-7956
By Appt Only
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Air Force receives last GPS IIR satellite
By Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs

GET YOUR FIRST MONTH FREE
• BOXING
• JUJITSU
• KRAV MAGA
• KEMPO KARATE
• CARDIO KICKBOXING
• MMA TRAINING
3 LOCATIONS IN COLORADO SPRINGS:
NORTH, SOUTH AND EAST
T

593-2232
www.championskempo.com
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"Colorado Springs’ Premier Martial Arts Center"

Win This Princess Bed!
The princess
who wins this
bed will have her
picture taken &
the ad will run
in the Colorado
Springs Military
Newspapers.
(No purchase
necessary to win)

Enter to win at

BEDS-N-MORE
through Saturday, May 31st.

204 Mt. View Lane, #15
(North Nevada Business Center)

719-473-6996

Free classifieds for
Servicemembers
Call 329-5210

Lockheed Martin photo/Stephen B. Griffin

SCHRIEVER AIR FORCE BASE, Colo.
— The Air Force received the last in a series of GPS IIR(M) satellites from Lockheed
Martin during an recent fly-out ceremony
at the Lockheed Martin facility in Valley
Forge, Penn.
Lt. Col. Doug Schiess, operations officer
for the 2nd Space Operations Squadron,
represented the 50th Space Wing at the
ceremony.
“The IIR satellites have been great,” Colonel
Schiess said.
“One of the things they’ve done for us is
allowed us to reduce our operations tempo.
We used to have to do two supports per day
on all GPS satellites, but the IIRs have allowed
us to go down to one support per day.”
The IIR satellites require less support because they have improved autonomous capabilities. The primary autonomous capability
is a IIR redundancy management function,
which tracks and manages the satellite’s subsystems. Internal tests are run regularly and
components can be autonomously swapped
if a failure is detected.
The IIR series of satellites has also been
more robust. After nearly 11 years since the
first IIR satellite was launched, all the IIR
satellites remain operational and are still
on their primary clocks.
“We have multiple clocks for redundancy
on each satellite,” Colonel Schiess said. “Our
older IIA satellites are on their second or
third clocks, but we haven’t had to change
a clock yet for the IIR satellites.” This robustness makes the satellites more likely to
live beyond their projected design lifetimes
— which means more utility for taxpayers’
dollars.
When GPS IIR(M)-20 launches this summer, it will be the 19th IIR satellite in orbit. Of
those 19 satellites, seven are the newer IIR(M)
models, which provide an additional signal
called L2C for civilian use and additional

military code, or M-code, signals.
“The M-code is a modification that
the Air Force asked Lockheed Martin to
do after they had the GPS IIR contract,”
Colonel Schiess said. “The M-code provides anti-jam capability, and as we saw we
were going into a jamming environment,
we knew we’d need the capability sooner
than it would have been available on the
GPS IIF satellites.” Lockheed-Martin, at
the Air Force’s request, pulled some of its
satellites that were ready for launch out of
storage to add the M-code, flex power and
L2C capability.
GPS IIR(M)-20 will also transmit on a frequency called L5, which is primarily designed
for aviation safety-of-life applications.
“Lockheed-Martin modified this satellite
(per the Air Force’s request) to transmit on
the L5 frequency so we can demonstrate to
the International Telecommunication Union
(the United Nations body that governs use
of satellite communication frequencies) that
we’re using the frequency,” Colonel Schiess
said. “We had to start using the frequency or
we’d lose the ability to say it’s ours.” The L5
payload aboard the IIR satellite will provide
a demonstration signal that secures exclusive protection of the L5 signal spectrum
for U.S. use.
GPS IIR(M)-20 is the last IIR(M) satellite
the Air Force received due to the L-5 modification, but it will not be the last IIR(M) satellite to launch. GPS IIR(M)-20 is scheduled
to launch from Cape Canaveral Air Force
Station June 30. The last IIR(M) satellite to
launch, GPS IIR(M)-21, is scheduled for liftoff
Sept. 11.
In an interview with Spaceflight Now magazine, Dave Podlesney, the GPS programs
director at Lockheed-Martin, described the
handoff as “bittersweet.”
“There’s sadness, but there’s also a
sense of pride in being able to accomplish
something of this nature,” Mr. Podlesney
said.

Lockheed Martin employees prepare GPS IIR(M)-20
for shipment to Cape Canaveral Air Force Station,
Fla., April 1. The satellite, scheduled to launch June
30, is the last of the IIR-series GPS satellites the Air
Force received from Lockheed Martin.
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By Maj. Elizabeth Ortiz
Minot Air Force Base Public Affairs

MINOT AIR FORCE BASE, N.D. —
Members of the 91st Space Wing kicked off
Guardian Challenge 2008 April 18 with
a rally in the Bully Dome here.
An Air Force Space Command
c omp e t it ion ,
Gu a rd i a n
Challenge tests the abilities of
its professionals in space communications, missile maintenance, spacelift launch,
operations and security
forces. Some of the competition’s goals include
enhancing esprit de
corps and strengthening teamwork across
AFSPC mission areas
and recognizing superior performers in
the command.
“The goal of
Guardian Challenge is
to improve our readiness, combat capabilities
and methodology by demonstrating our awesome abilities as the world’s premier space
force,” said Lt. Col. Mark Formica, director
of operations for the 742nd Missile Squadron
and the 91st SW’s Guardian Challenge 2008
coordinator. “As George Washington once
said, ‘To prepare for war is the most effective
way to preserve the peace.’“

U.S. Air Force photo/John Turner

91st SW kicks off
Guardian Challenge 2008
In honor of the 50th anniversary of the intercontinental ballistic missile, the theme for
this year’s Guardian Challenge is “World’s
Premier Missile and Space Warriors...
PERIOD!” Overall, more than 20
members from the 91st Security
Forces Group, 91st Operations
Group and 91st Maintenance
Group will compete against
teams from the 341st Space
Wing at Malmstrom AFB,
Mont.; and the 90th Space
Wing at F.E. Warren AFB,
Wyo.
“The 91st Space Wing
is prepared for this and
has a competition-tough
team at the ready,”
Colonel Formica
said. “After all, our
folks are on alert
and on duty 24/7
ensuring America’s
priority resources are
secure.”
Teams earn points in their respective areas of expertise. After the competition, the
unit with the highest composite score will be
named the competition winner and awarded
the much-coveted Blanchard Trophy.
“We’re the best ICBM wing and look forward to bringing back the Blanchard Trophy
to Minot,” said Colonel Formica.

Sylvia’s Desert Boot Cleaning
& Shoeshine Co.

Grizz, the Malmstrom mascot, was on hand at the Grizzly
Bend Club March 14 to lead the cheers as the members of
the 2008 Guardian Challenge Teams were introduced.

Open Range

Grand Opening!
2230 B Street
Suite 300
719-930-4813

Guardian Challenge Kick Off
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Engineering, Technology
and Security Clearance

Quality tattooing by ‘TAP’ since 1988
Multiple European award-winning artist
Hospital ‘Autoclave’ sterilization overseen by Nurse Practitioner

MILITARY DISCOUNT

Open Tues. - Sat. 12-12
Walkins welcome, or call ahead to reserve

(719) 597-TATU (8288)
www.TattooBeat.com

Corner of Powers and Constitution
5705 Constitution Ave.

M
DIS ILITA
CO RY
UN
TS

ING
NC LE!
A
N
FI ILAB
AVA

CAREER EXPO
May 7, 2008
10 am - 3 pm

Journey

A Fashion
Into Bliss and Beyond

Invesco Field
United West Club Level (level 3)
1701 Bryant Street
Denver, CO 80204
Candidates must have at least 2 years of related industry experience
on top of degree (or comparable military background) and US
citizenship to attend. Some employers will require an active clearance.
Active clearance, military and retired military personnel are
encouraged to attend.

Meet face-to-face with local and national employers
Employers will be recruiting for: Electrical, Mechanical,
Civil, Systems, Network, IT, Program Managers,
SW/HW, QA, Satellite, Aerospace, Aircraft, Contract
Specialists, Logistics, CONOPS, RF/Radar,
Communications, Design/Development, Stress &
Structures, Reliability, Maintainability, Military Ops,
Test, SATCOM, Signal Analysts, Space Systems,
Info Ops, DSCS/MILSTAR Techs, ASTAC, Systems
Administrators, Technicians, and related disciplines.

Employers interested call 877/842-3976 x18
Jobseekers call 877/842-3976 x17
www.expoexpertsllc.com
If you cannot attend, email your resume to:
resume@expoexpertsllc.com

Hosted by

Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc.
Benefit of

LOCAL CHARITIES
& SCHOLARSHIPS

Saturday, May 3, 2008
8:00pm
The Pikes Peak
Center of
Performing Arts
190 S. Cascade Ave.,
Colorado Springs, CO

TICKET PRICES:
Box & Towers: $32.00
Reserve Seating: $27.00

WELCOME HOME TROOPS!
Special Military Pricing On:
• Lift Kits
• Tire & Wheel
Packages
• Winches
• Bumpers
• Nerfbars
• Powerchips &
Programmers
• Cold Air Intakes
• Chrome Accessories
& More!

All Service & Repair
on cars & trucks:
• Engines
• Tune-ups
• Brakes
• Clutches
• Gears
• 4-Wheel Drive
Service
• Suspension Service
• Tow Packages

Bring in this ad & pick-up your
FREE Tanner 4x4 RMX T-shirt*

*1 per customer-per coupon. No purchase necessary

Tickets available at:

The Pikes Peak Center
of Performing Arts
190 S. Cascade Ave.,
Colorado Springs, CO

719.447.2100
www.ebonyfashionfair.com

The Oldest and Best 4x4 Center in Colorado Springs

1920 East Pikes Peak Avenue
(719) 475-8057
Check Us Out On The Web

www.tanner4x4.com
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Guardians of America: Silent sentinels roar into life
By Airman 1st Class Daryl Knee
90th Space Wing Public Affairs

U.S. Air Force Photo

F.E. WARREN AIR FORCE BASE, Wyo.
— The first leg of the Guardian Challenge for
Warren begins here today with testing and
scoring of the maintenance and operations teams’ skills.
The security forces and helicopter squadron teams will test their
combat skills at the Guernsey
Regional Training Facility April
28 through May 2.
“It’s like gameday,” said Lt.
Col. Andrew Kovitch, Warren’s
Guardian Challenge project officer. “You put a lot of work
into something — in our
case, three months of
solid training — before
you begin. The teams are
confident, but it’s still
a pre-game mindset.
Once the competition
starts, then it’s on.”
The challenge incorporates skills essential to ensuring strategic deterrence, Warren’s mission, Colonel
Kovitch said. Each team will go through a
series of scenarios; whether it’s a launch facility recapture or vital machinery repair is
up to the competition judges.
The Warren teams have been training
in hopes of winning the Blanchard Trophy

for Warren, he said. All space wings under
Air Force Space Command compete during
the bi-annual Guardian Challenge, but only
missile wings have the chance to win the
trophy. Warren will compete against teams
from Minot Air Force Base, N.D., and
Malmstrom AFB, Mont.
“When we take home the
trophy, they’ll know we are
the best of the best,” Colonel
Kovitch said.
However, no one team is
more important than another, the colonel said. Each
provides a unique function
needed for providing
a reliable deterrence
force.
The operations
group
supplies
24-hour alert crews
year-round, he continued. The maintenance group provides missile-ready
combat capability. Security forces ensure
resources are available.
“The challenge is a great opportunity for
our Airmen to improve weapons systems
knowledge,” the colonel said. “And that’s
what we’re in the business to do.”
Other than bragging rights for two years,
winning the Guardian Challenge sets an ex-

Staff Sgt. Charles Remele, 90th Maintenance Operations Squadron, and Senior Airman Danilo Dancel, 90th
MOS, test each other’s job knowledge
ample for new Airmen to follow, Colonel
Kovitch said. That excitement helps the new
missileers, cops and maintenance troops appreciate Warren’s special part in national
security.
“If this mission wasn’t important, we

wouldn’t all be here,” he continued.
The official score posting takes place at
Peterson May 7 through the 9th, he said.
“Our teams have been focusing on what
they need to do,” Colonel Kovitch said. “They
will perform well, and they will win.”

Qualified Airmen can request Afghan, Iraq campaign medal stars
RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas — A recent
memorandum from the Office of the Under Secretary of
Defense provides guidance on the wear of campaign stars
on both Afghanistan and Iraq campaign medals.
The campaign stars recognize service members for participating in designated campaign phases within the areas
of responsibility for both awards.
Campaign stars for the Afghanistan Campaign Medal
shall be worn on the campaign ribbon for one or more days
of participation in either the Liberation of Afghanistan from
Sept. 11 to Nov. 30, 2001; Consolidation I from Dec. 1, 2001
to Sept. 30, 2006; and Consolidation II from Oct. 1, 2006
until a date to be determined.

Campaign stars for the Iraq Campaign Medal shall
be worn for one or more days of participation in either
the Liberation of Iraq from March 19 to May 1, 2003; the
Transition of Iraq from May 2, 2003 to June 28, 2004;
Iraqi Governance from June 29, 2004 to Dec. 15, 2005;
and National Resolution from Dec. 16, 2005 until a date
to be determined.
Individuals qualify for the stars upon service in the AOE
for 30 consecutive or 60 nonconsecutive days, and must
provide official source documentation to confi rm their
participation in the AOE. Approved decorations, performance reports or travel vouchers can be used as official
documentation.

If an individual’s initial inclusive period of deployment
overlaps one or more of the approved campaign phases,
the Airman will be entitled to the appropriate number of
campaign stars.
Active duty members, Guard, Reserve and veterans who
have qualified for either of these awards can report to their
military personnel element career enhancement section and
have their campaign entitlements updated to their records.
Individuals with questions should address them to their
local MPEs.
More information can be found at http://ask.afpc.randolph.af.mil or by calling the Air Force Contact Center at
1-800-616-3775. (AFPC)

Kressa’s Kitchen
David Prejean Insurance Agency
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The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

• Multi-Policy Discounts
• Free Insurance Analysis & Quotes
• Active & Retired Military Discounts
Contact:
Off: 719-314-3920 Cell: 719-492-8274
Email: dprejean@farmersagent.com
Website: www.farmersagent.com/dprejean
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Welcome to Colorado Springs!
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Plastic Surgery?
t Breast Enlargement
t Breast Lift
t Tummy Tuck
t Liposuction
Free Consultation
Aﬀordable Financing Options
Military Discounts Available
Call for details

DR. DOUGLAS J. RASKIN, M.D., D.M.D
Harvard & Stanford Trained
Certiﬁed by American Board of Plastic Surgery
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Varsity team makes ready to represent Peterson
By Walt Johnson

teamwork and the spirit of wining as a team,” Coach
Young said. “My focus is not on winning per se but
more on fundamentals and people who play good
Peterson varsity women’s softball coach Angela Young
solid softball. I also look for people who have comlooks like a professor in a college English class as she puts
mitment and will put in hard work to be successful.
players through a tryout April 24 for this year’s team at
If you have those three elements then you will have
the Peterson softball complex.
a winning team.”
Young looks over the prospective players as they try
One of the players that is competing for a spot on
out at different positions and she grades them on their
the team is Crystal Darling who is the youngest player
ability to make plays from the position like a professor
competing for a roster spot. Mrs. Darling said she is
would grade a term paper. What she is writing is also the
continuing a life long love for sports by competing for
stuff that would make a professor proud as she is giving
a spot on the team while also helping her adhere to the
out some good “grades” to the potential members of this
fitness requirements of the Air Force.
year’s women’s varsity softball team.
“I have been playing softball since I was six years old.
It’s been a long time since the Peterson community
I believe that as a military member we need things other
has had a softball team at the varsity level for women but
than work to fill our time,” Mrs Darling said. “This gives
that drought is about to end as Coach Young and some
us a chance to be physically active and stay in shape
outstanding players are in the process of putting this
which is a big part of our Air Force career. I’ve always
year’s team together that will compete in the Colorado
played fast pitch softball and I’ve never played slow pitch
Springs women’s softball league. Coach Young said this
softball before. I’ve been looking for a team to play on
year’s team will serve the Peterson community on two
and I have never been involved with a varsity slow pitch
fronts, one will be the chance to give women here a chance
team in the military. I played with our intramural team
to play competitive softball and the other should give the
for a few games last year and when I found out there was
base some valuable interaction with the sports community
going to be a women’s team this year (which I actually
in Colorado Springs.
thought was going to be fast pitch) I decided to give it a
“I think having this team will be another good tie to
try and it seems to be working out all right. I also hope
the community. We’ll be playing in the city league and
to be able to play on an Air Force level softball team
it will give us some good visibility in the (sports) comif I work hard enough and hopefully this will help me
munity,” the coach said.
achieve that goal.”
The base team may be selected after the conclusion of
Andrea Driscoll is a veteran player that is also vying
tryouts April 26 at the softball complex. Coach Young
for a spot on this year’s team. She said she is excited about
said she has more than 30 women that would like the
the prospects of a base team here because of the benefits
honor of representing the base on the team and judging
beyond the sports field.
from April 24’s practice the task of getting 15 players
“I have played on the women’s varsity team at every
for the team will not be easy. Coach Young said she has
base I have been to,” Mrs. Driscoll said. “The best thing
not seen all the players yet but there is more than just
about playing on a team is the friendships you make
softball talent that has her excited about this team’s
CSMNG photo/Walt Johnson
and keeping up with old friends. One of the bad things
potential.
Crystal Darling, the youngest player at the April 17 tryouts, fields ground balls
“I have only had one tryout and haven’t seen too much during infield practice drills at the Peterson Softball complex. The base team about being in the military is you travel a lot and one
of the good things is you travel a lot. You can form ever
of the talent level here,” Coach Young said. “What I have tryouts, conducted by Coach Angela Young, continued through April 26.
lasting friendships with your teammates and the exercise
seen is there is a lot of enthusiasm and the women that
you get from playing the game is valuable.”
(1994, 1995, 1997 and 1999) on the All-Army softball
are here are prepared to compete in softball. Also I have
From
what I understand this is the first year we have had
team
as
a
pitcher.
She
said
she
is
willing
to
see
what
seen the women here are very athletic and I think that will
happens this year as the base once again has a women’s a women’s team here in a while and it’s kind of exciting. I
make this a very competitive tryout.”
Coach Young, with her detailed sports resume, has sports program in softball and while she wants to win am very competitive but I also want to come out and have
played softball since she was five years old, and also as much as possible she is tempering her expectations fun and win some games. This is going to be the first time
the players on this team have played together so it’s going
played quarterback for a women’s professional foot- for the season.
ball team in Hawaii. Additionally, she played four years
“I would like to see the women display sportsmanship, to be a little different,” Mrs. Driscoll added.
CSMNG

#1 LARGEST SUBARU DEALER IN AMERICA
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$0 DOWN!*
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2007 KIA RIO

2007 PONTIAC VIBE

CD, 5 spd, AC, PS, great on gas!
Stk #SC1

CD, moonroof, auto, AC, PL, PW, tilt,
cruise. File photo pictured. Stk #SC28

$9,995

CLSM21767

$195.95/mo**

$14,995

CLS76055

$269.95/mo*

$0 DOWN!*

2004 CHRYSLER
TOWN & COUNTRY

2003 TOYOTA
HIGHLANDER

Quad seat, leather, CD, PW, PL, roof
rack. Stk #SC5 $12,995 CLS76055

V6, 4x4, CD, moonroof. Stk #SC4

$249.95/mo*

Bankruptcy 7, 13
Repos***
Military E1 and Up
First Time Buyer
Collections
Charge Offs
Zero Down

$0 DOWN!*

2008 HYUNDAI SONATA
CD, MP3, moonroof, PW, PL, AC.
Stk #SC22

$14,995

CLS342586

$269.95/mo*

$0 DOWN!*

2004 VOLVO S40 TURBO
Multi CD, PW, PL, auto, AC, PS, tilt,
ABS. Stk #SC6

$11,995

CLS342586

$229.95/mo*

$0 DOWN!*









$17,995

CLS76055

$329.95/mo*
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OK!
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OK!
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$0 DOWN!*

2007 MAZDA 6

2005 HYUNDAI TUCSON

Multi CD, AUTO, PW, PL, PS, AC, tilt,
CC, rear spoiler. Stk #SC19

Moonroof, 6 disc changer, V6, AC, CC,

$15,995

CLSM21767

$289.95/mo*

PW, PL, PS. Stk #SC7

$12,995

CLS76055

$249.95/mo*

15

15

MINUTE
APPROVAL

MINUTE
APPROVAL
*W
W.A.C.
A C and W
W.A.D.
A D **8.95%
8 95% A
A.P.R.
P R @ 72 months
months. W
W.A.C.
AC W
W.A.D.
A D This price does not includ
include
de tax
tax, licens
license
se and doc
doc. ffee.
ee
**3.99% A.P.R. @ 72 months. W.A.C. W.A.D. This price does not include tax, license and doc. fee.

