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Wildland fires: Helping in our own backyard
By Capt. Jody L. Ritchie
302nd Airlift Wing

There’s no doubt flying combat missions in
a C-130 is an exhilarating experience.
Aircrews from the 302nd Airlift Wing
at Peterson Air Force Base often fly tactical mountain missions preparing them
for Global War on Terror missions in the
mountains of the Middle East. But, once a
year, a select few 302nd AW members get
the opportunity to train for a unique mission few can claim on a resume. The enemy
they fly against is a domestic one in our own
backyard: wildland fires.
C-130 “Hercs” have a well-deserved reputation of handling a wide variety of missions.
One of the most challenging, on both aircraft
and crew, are the Modular Airborne Fire
Fighting System missions where the aircraft
must fly in crowded air space shrouded in
smoke, slow to 150 knots, drop to 150 feet
above the ground, follow the Earth’s contours to maximize effectiveness, then drop
27,000 pounds of fire retardant in less than
eight seconds.
The mission takes training and skill —
only the best crews are awarded the privilege
of flying MAFFS missions. Once selected
to participate in MAFFS, the daunting task
of annual certification is next. An aircraft
commander getting initial certification must
endure 24 training missions consisting of 16
dry runs and 8 wet runs before being considered for a “live” mission. Seventy-plus
302nd AW members participated in the 2008
certification in early May at Channel Islands
Air National Guard Station, Calif.
The domestic enemy MAFFS crews train
to battle is powerful and unpredictable.
According to the National Interagency Fire
Center’s Web site, 85,822 wildland fires de-

U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. Rick Sforza

From left, Master Sgt. Tim McWilliams, Senior Master Sgt. Jim Rucker and Senior Master Sgt. Dave Carey, all flight engineers from the 731st Airlift Squadron, 302nd
Airlift Wing, Peterson Air Force Base, Colo., finish a day of training. C-130 aircrews from the Air Force Reserve Command unit and Air National Guard units began arriving
April 30, 2007, for the first day of Modular Airborne Fire Fighting System training at the U.S. Forest Service’s Albuquerque Air Tanker Base in New Mexico.
stroyed over 9.3 million acres of land in the
United States in 2007. Anyone watching a
national news broadcast on Oct 23rd saw images of multiple fires in southern California
threatening hundreds of homes and forcing the evacuation of thousands of people.

When the firestorm was over, at least eight
people lost their lives and 1,500 homes were
destroyed.
NIFC serves as the command center for
the United States Forest Service’s fire fighting operations. All fire fighting resources,

Commander challenges AFSPC
staff to address report findings
By Ed White
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

Gen. C. Robert Kehler, commander,
Air Force Space Command announced
his determination to ensure that the trust
and confidence the American people
have in the Air Force Space Command
will never be questioned or diminished
ever again.
The commitment is based on the findings of the recently completed, classified
DoD report on the unauthorized movement of nuclear components. The study
was led by Adm. Kirkland Donald, director of Naval Nuclear Propulsion.
“I want leaders to be hands on,”
General Kehler told the entire, assembled headquarters staff. “I want you to
be responsible and accountable. I believe
that no one has knowingly made bad
See Commander page 15
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Gen. C. Robert Kehler, commander, Air Force Space Command,
(right, facing crowd) addressed the AFSPC headquarters staff
on June 9, challenging them to fully address the findings of the
Donald Report that documented a decade-long decline in the
Air Force’s nuclear mission focus and performance.

ground and air, are coordinated through
NIFC. When the civilian businesses providing aerial fire fighting services to NIFC
See Fires page 15

Peterson loses Airman
in car accident
21st Space Wing Public Affairs
An Airman from the 21st Dental Squadron here is dead
and one civilian was injured in a vehicle crash at Highway
94 and Marksheffel Road at about 11:30 a.m. Wednesday.
Staff Sgt. Jorge Barba, a 28-year-old Air Force dental laboratory journeyman, was pronounced dead at the scene.
“The 21st Space Wing is a family and yesterday we lost
one of our own,” said Col. Jay Raymond, 21st Space Wing
commander. “I extend my deepest personal condolences to
Sergeant Barba’s family, friends and his co-workers.”
Air Force casualty assistance officers and unit members
are assisting Sergeant Barba’s family.
“This includes ensuring that someone is there from the
earliest moments to inform and comfort them,” said Col.
Raymond. “We are committed to taking the best care of Staff
Sergeant Barba’s family in their time of need.”
Colorado State Patrol reports that Sergeant Barba was
wearing his seatbelt at the time of the accident on Marksheffel
Road and Highway 94.
Sgt. Barba entered active duty on March 21, 2001, and
previous assignments include Sheppard AFB, Texas, and
Tinker AFB, Okla.
The accident is under investigation by the Colorado Springs
Police Department.
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Col. Jay Raymond
Chief of Public Affairs
Capt. Toni Tones

Editorial Staff

21st Space Wing faces tough week

Chief of Operations Division
2nd. Lt. Jonathan Simmons

Commentary by Col. Jay Raymond

Webmaster
Senior Airman Stephen Collier

Last week was clearly a tragic week for the
21st Space Wing as we lost a vital member of
our team in an off base vehicle accident.
On June 4, Staff Sgt. Jorge Barba, assigned
to the Area Dental Lab, was killed in a vehicle accident. He volunteered to cross-train
into the dental laboratory career field and
had, in total, 8 years of faithful and honorable service to our Air Force and nation. We
have lost a valued member of our team, and
his family has lost a husband and father. I
extend my deepest personal condolences
to Sergeant Barba’s family, friends and his
co-workers. Please keep them all in your
thoughts.
This tragedy reminds us all how precious
life is and how quickly it can be taken from
us. We cannot afford to lose another Airman,
nor let our guard down. Although we are in
the 101 critical days of summer, each day
is a critical day of your life. Unfortunately,
statistics show that off-duty activities bring
the most fatalities to our service men and
women; sadly, most are preventable. Success
in preventing most mishaps, both on and
off-duty, depends on continuous handson leadership, training, wingmanship and
vigilance at all times.
On June 10, we held a memorial service
at the Base Chapel to celebrate the life of
Sergeant Barba and to mourn together as
a wing. Let’s use this sad day as a sober
reminder to redouble our efforts to take
care of ourselves and each other each and
every day.

Staff Reporter
Corey Dahl
Published by Colorado Springs Military Newspapers
Group, 31 E. Platte Avenue, Suite 300, Colorado
Springs, 80903, a private firm in no way connected with
the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive written contract
with the 21st Space Wing. This commercial enterprise
Air Force newspaper is an authorized publication for
members of the U.S. military services.
Contents of the Space Observer are not necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S.
Government, the Department of Defense or the
Department of the Air Force.
The appearance of advertising in this publication,
including inserts or supplements, does not constitute
endorsement by DoD, the Department of the Air Force,
or CSMNG, of the products or services advertised.
Everything advertised in this publication shall be
made available for purchase, use or patronage without
regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin,
age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser,
user or patron.
Editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the 21st Space Wing Public Affairs Office,
775 Loring Ave., Suite 218, Peterson AFB, Colo.,
80914-1294, (719) 556-4351 or DSN 834-4351, fax
(719) 556-7848 or DSN 834-7848. All photographs are
Air Force photographs unless otherwise indicated.
The Space Observer is published every Thursday.
For advertising inquiries, call Colorado Springs
Military Newspapers, (719) 634-5905. Employees
of Peterson Air Force Base who want to place a free
classified advertisement should call 329-5236.
Articles for the Space Observer should be submitted to the 21st SW/PAI, Attn: Space Observer. For
submission details call the editor at (719) 556-4351 or
DSN 834-4351 or e-mail space.observer@peterson.
af.mil. Deadline for article submission is noon the
Thursday one week before publication. News brief
items must be submitted on-line at www.peterson.
af.mil and will run on a space available basis. All
articles, copy and announcements submitted will be
edited to conform to AFI Series 35 and the Associated
Press Stylebook and Libel Manual.

21st Space Wing commander

Col.
Jay Raymond
21st Space
Wing
commander
We also had the honor of hosting our
Secretary of Defense, Dr. Robert M. Gates.
In his speech, Secretary Gates said he came
to Peterson AFB for three reasons. First,
he wanted to explain his decision of the
past week concerning the leadership of the
Air Force, secondly, he wanted to thank
the Airmen of Air Force Space Command
for their dedicated service and finally he
wanted to hear what was on our minds
“straight from the shoulder.”
To a packed auditorium, Secretary Gates
talked about the need to set high performance standards, to develop a culture that
embraces critical self inspection, and the
need to hold everyone accountable in meeting these high standards. Although his comments were aimed at the nuclear mission…
they directly apply to our mission as well.
The criticality of our space superiority mission demands flawless execution, the highest of standards and accountability. This is
something we talk about everyday in the 21st
SW and clearly this will continue to be our
focus in the coming months.
Once again, I would like to thank the

members of this wing who worked so hard
to ensure the SECDEF’s visit was flawless.
A special thanks to our security forces,
base operations, public affairs, protocol,
communications and our civil engineering professionals who all worked closely
with their Headquarters Air Force Space
Command counterparts to execute this visit.
This really was a team effort.
I am proud to serve alongside each and
every member of this wing — officer, enlisted and civilian. Thank you for serving
your country, for your dedicated service
and for setting and achieving very high
standards.

Submitting Action Lines
The Action Line is a direct link to the 21st
Space Wing commander. It should be used
when other avenues have failed. Concerns
should be addressed at the lowest possible
level in the chain of command and elevated
as necessary.
If satisfactory results have not been attained
by addressing the chain of command, call the
Action Line at 556-7777 or fax 556-7848.
Though not required, Action Line users
should leave point-of-contact information
when submitting an Action Line. This will
allow those who are addressing the concern to
clarify the information and respond, if necessary. Not all responses are printed; however,
if information allows, a response will be rendered in another format.

Winning Smiles For Everyone!
EXPERIENCED, CARING AND GENTLE
Cosmetic Dentistry
Bonding & Veneers
Root Canal Therapy
Childrens Dentistry
Crowns & Bridges
Orthodontics
Teeth Whitening
Oral Surgery
Dentures
Implants
Wisdom Teeth
White Fillings
Porcelain Laminates
Gum Care

PROVIDER FOR ACTIVE MILITARY DEPENDENTS

Personal Dentistry with a Soft Touch for
Children, Parents & Grandparents.

Ask About Our Military Discounts

299

$

month
#S38013

27 month lease $2,999 due at signing, includes $300 security deposit. Plus taxes. WAC. Offer expires 6-30-08.
12,000 miles per year

2008 TOP SAFETY PICK

SAME DAY EMERGENCY CARE

597-9737

www.powersdentalgroup.com
Caring For Smiles Since 1974

INSURANCE INSTITUTE
FOR HIGHWAY SAFETY

Red Noland
1260 Motor City Drive
tXXXSFEOPMBOEDPNtXXXTBBCVTBDPN
*Based on IIHS segmentation and testing results.
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Lodging facilities modernized, upgraded
By Corey Dahl
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It’s easy for people to wake up in a hotel room
and forget where they are.
At Peterson’s Pikes Peak Lodge, it’s likely happening more and more, lately.
Following more than $1 million in renovations, lodging here is closer to an upscale resort
than an austere military facility. Improvements
made to the buildings have included swapping
out sofas, mattresses, bedding and draperies for
more modern, comfortable alternatives. New
flat-screen televisions have been placed in all
visiting quarters (Buildings 1026 and 1030) and
distinguished visitor suites, and fresh paint and
carpet now cover most hallways and walls.
“Our whole goal was to create buildings and
rooms comparable to what you’d see in the commercial industry,” said Ms. Joey Sanchez, general
manager for Pikes Peak Lodge. “It’s a complete
transformation.”
The improvements started first in the base’s
one-bedroom temporary lodging facilities and
then moved on to the two visiting quarters buildings. The whole project will wrap up in 2009
once improvements to the two-bedroom TLFs
are completed, Ms. Sanchez said.
In addition to the renovations, lodging will upgrade to high-speed Internet in all of its rooms this
summer with the possibility of wireless capabilities.
By the end of the year, guests will also have improved cable service, with new features like movies
on demand and an express checkout channel.
“We’re really trying to keep up with the times
and make sure we’re on the cutting edge of everything,” Ms. Sanchez said. “We strive for excellence 100 percent of the time.”
So far, that attitude is paying off. Pikes Peak
Lodging has a 95 percent customer satisfaction
rate, and guests staying in the newly renovated
rooms have “raved” about the accommodations,
Ms. Sanchez said.
Some of lodging’s improvements are even being
considered for benchmark as Air Force standards,
Ms. Sanchez said. Peterson is one of the first bases
to use patterned carpet, like the kind seen in

U.S. Air Force Photo by Ms. Corey Dahl

Comfy couches and recliners are some of the new “soft goods” that have been added to rooms at the Pikes Peak Lodge.
Lodging on Peterson has undergone more e than $1 million in renovations to update and modernize its rooms.
commercial hotels, and a Duraflex paint process,
which is meant to improve the appearance of the
paint job and lengthen its life.
The praise doesn’t mean the lodging staff can
sit back and relax now, though. As soon as the
final renovations are complete in 2009, they’ll
start the process over again, looking at what else
needs to be modernized, Ms. Sanchez said. As one
of the busiest Air Force Inns — serving Peterson
and all of its tenant organizations, Cheyenne
Mountain Air Force Station, Schriever Air Force
Base and a detachment from Fort Carson — Pikes
Peak Lodge needs to constantly stay on its toes,
she said.
“Because of our missions and our operations
tempo, we have to stay a cut above the rest,” Ms.
Sanchez said. “We really do want to be the best
lodging option in the Air Force.”

Lodging Information:
Because of the busy nature of Peterson and the

multiple bases Pikes Peak Lodge serves, rooms
can sometimes be hard to come by. Joey Sanchez,
general manager of Pikes Peak Lodge, suggests
Airmen use the following tips when planning
to stay on Peterson:
 When changing stations or temporary
duty assignments require lodging at Peterson,
make sure to contact Pikes Peak Lodge at
(719)556-7851 with the tentative travel dates as
soon as possible.
 Don’t try to go around the lodging system
that’s in place. While Pikes Peak Lodge might be
full and Airmen might be sent to accommodations downtown, the lodging staff still needs to
document that it was unable to accommodate
everyone in order to justify a need for future
expansion.
 Because lodging is usually at 86 percent capacity or higher, space availability reservations
can only be taken a maximum of three days in
advance.
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Defense Secretary Gates directs Air Force leaders
By Ed White
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

Defense Secretary Robert Gates spoke candidly to Air Force Space
Command personnel June 10 about the resignation of top Air Force
officials and problems of leadership and accountability in the control
of nuclear assets. He charted a new course for the Air Force leaders
at all levels.
“The harsh reality is that the Donald Report documents a serious
decline over at least a decade in the Air Force’s nuclear mission focus
and performance, resulting in a degradation of authority, standards
of excellence, and technical competence of the Air Force’s nuclear
mission,” said Secretary Gates.
His direction to all Air Force leaders throughout the chain of command is to take charge, establish accountability, look for problems
and fi x them immediately; listen to, and where appropriate; act on
the concerns of the force and raise the bar to the highest possible
standards. Secretary Gates’ visit here and to two other key nuclear
commands is, effectively, a demonstration of what he expects from
his subordinate leaders.
“This will yield a service that is, from the very top to the very bottom,
more reflective and more responsive to shortcomings that may arise
in this (nuclear) or any other critical area,” Secretary Gates added.
Secretary Gates directed the command to do two specific things:
“Embrace accountability in all that you do — for everything in your
area of responsibility. When you see failures or growing problems
in other areas — outside your lane, as it is often described — throw
a flag: bring them to the attention to people who can do something
about it.”
Second: “Rededicate yourselves to the standards of excellence
that have been the hallmark of the United States Air Force for more
than 60 years.”
The Secretary of Defense had high praise for the historical and
current contributions of Air Force members, citing the service of the
25,000 Airmen deployed in harms way every day and the indispensable contributions made to the ongoing wars in the areas of logistics,
and space, among others.
He said, “You have been forward deployed, and at war for 17 years
— since the first Gulf War. Your families have borne this burden and
the Air Force has its own fallen heroes — often struck down while
serving on the ground alongside Soldiers and Marines.”
The fi nal thought the Secretary left for the command was
positive.
“I have every confidence in you and in the Air Force that has served
our country so well,” he said. “From the bottom of my heart, I thank
you for everything you do to protect the American people.”

U.S. Air Force photos by Duncan Wood

Secretary of Defense Robert Gates arrives at the base flight line here June 9. Secretary Gates is visiting Peterson AFB to deliver a speech
reinforcing his message that the Air Force must apply more rigor to its responsibilities with nuclear weapons on the heels of the resignation
of the Air Force’s top two leaders. Gen. C. Robert Kehler, Air Force Space Command commander, Gen. Gene Renuart, NORAD – U.S.
Northern Command commander, and Col. Jay Raymond, 21st Space Wing commander, greeted Secretary Gates upon his arrival.
Secretary of Defense Robert
Gates speaks to top Air Force
Space Command leaders
here June 10. “Our policy
is clear: We will ensure the
complete physical control of
nuclear weapons, and we will
properly handle their associated components at all times.
It is a tremendous responsibility – one we must not
and will never take lightly,”
Secretary Gates said.

QUALITY.
HONESTY.
INTEGRITY.

It’s the way our
homes are built.
It’s the way we
do business.

Creek Terrace

Brandy Station
Tri lvl, 3/2/2 $204,950
1498fin sf/2408 total

Strasburg
2 sty, 3/2.5/2 $209,950
1397fin/ 1975 total

Mule Deer Crossing

Middleton
2 sty, 3/2.5/2 $209,950
1439 fin sf/ 2026 total

Port Royal
2 sty, 4/2.5/2 $244,950
1902/2536 total

Creek Terrace
7111 Araia Drive
382-9130
Fountain Mesa & Araia Drive

Fairfax
2 sty, 3/2.5/2, $224,950
1498 fin sf/ 2004 total

Cape York
2sty, 3/2.5/2, $239,950
1666 fin sf/ 2476 total

Prices and availability subject to change without notice.
Landscaping per subdivision.
Visit our Model Homes:
Monday-Saturday 10 am-5pm Sunday 1am-5pm

www.hallmark-homes.com

Brandy Station
Tri lvl, 3/3/2
$209,950
1655 sf total

Close Out
Only
3
Remaining

Mule Deer Crossing
3989 Reindeer Circle
570-7232
Marksheffel & N. Carefree
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CALENDAR / BASE BRIEFS
June 17 at the Air Force Space Command auditorium. Blood
donors looking for more information can call Staff Sgt.
Nicole Elmore at 556-2586 or Master Sgt. Larry Barrentine
at 554-2549.

Thursday, Jun 12

Blood Drive
Memorial Health System’s blood drive is 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
June 12 at the base auditorium. Blood donors looking for more
information can call Staff Sgt. Nicole Elmore at 556-2586 or
Master Sgt. Larry Barrentine at 554-2549.

Peterson Toastmasters Meeting
Peterson Toastmasters will be holding a meeting from
11:35 a.m. — 12:35 p.m. June 17 in the Peterson Chapel,
Room 10-11. This is the last chance for new members to join
and have their club dues waived. For information, call Bea
Garcia Macliz at 510-8905.

Friday, Jun 13

CRUD tournament
A Schriever vs. Peterson Air Force Base Crud Tournament
is 5 p.m. June 13 at the Peterson Club. Four-man teams and
individuals are encouraged to enter. There are prizes for the
winning team. The event is sponsored by the 50th Mission
Support Group. For more information or to enter, contact
2nd Lt. Denise Wright at (719) 567-3888 or via e-mail at
denise.wright@schriever.af.mil.

Wednesday, Jun 18

Homebuying seminar
A seminar for people who are interested on buying a home
is 1 — 4 p.m. June 18 at the Airman and Family Readiness
Center. To register for the seminar, call 556-6141.

Thursday, Jun 19

CONS to close for summer picnic
The 21st Contracting Squadron is closed for an official
function 11 a.m.-4:30 p.m. June 13. For questions, call Chief
Master Sgt. Joan Johnson at 556-4381.

Peterson Toastmasters Meetings
Peterson Toastmasters holds their meetings 11:35a.m. —
12:35 p.m. Tuesdays in the Peterson Chapel, Room 10-11,
except on the fourth Tuesday of the month when the event
is held in the Peterson Club. Peterson Toastmasters can help
people overcome a fear of public speaking, become a better
listener, lead teams and conduct meetings. For information,
call Bea Garcia Macliz at 510-8905.

MPF closed
The Military Personnel Flight, to include the ID Card
Section, closes at 11 a.m. June 13 for an official function.
For any emergency ID cards please contact Tech. Sgt. Scott
Kopp, 302nd Airlift Wing, at 556-7976. Normal duty hours
resume June 16.

Peterson fitness center closure

Tuesday, Jun 17

The Peterson Fitness Center closes at 6 p.m. June 19
in support of the 21st Services Squadron annual Sports
and Field Day. The fitness center will resume normal
operating hours June 20.

Blood drive
Memorial Health System’s blood drive is 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

There’s No Getting
Around It,
The Best Attractions In Colorado Are Just A Short Spin Away.

Dormitory Pool Party
An exclusive pool party for dorm residents is 9 p.m.-Midnight June 20 at the Peterson pool. The event is free. Snacks
and soda provided. The event is sponsored by both the 21st
and 50th Space Wings.

Wednesday, Jun 25

Home-based Career and Telework jobs
development program
The Airman and Family Readiness Centers of Peterson
and Schriever Air Force Bases host the Home-Based Career
and Telework Jobs Development Program, a workshop for
job seekers and career changers who would like to work
from home. The free program is 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
June 25 in Room 1206 Bldg 350 on Peterson AFB. Seating
is limited to 100 participants, and those interested in attending are required to register in at the Schriever Airman
and Family Readiness Center at 567-3920 or the Peterson
Airman and Family Readiness Center at 556-6141.

Friday, Jun 27

Softball Tournament
Registration is now open for Team Pete’s first Double
Elimination Softball Tournament, taking place June 27-29
on Peterson’s softball fields. A maximum of eight men’s and six
women’s slow pitch softball teams will be allowed to compete,
and rosters will need to be between 10 and 17 players. Register
by mailing roster and entry fee — $265 per team — to:
21 SVS/SVMP,
See Briefs page 12

Mortgages Done Right

Your VA Mortgage Authority
When it’s time to get Your Loan…..

Colorado Springs
-Academy Riding Stables
-Challenge Unlimited - Pikes
Peak by Bike
-Cheyenne Mountain Zoo
-Flying W Ranch
-Garden of the Gods Trading Post

Friday, Jun 20

-Garden of the Gods Visitor
and Nature Center
-Ghost Town Museum
-May Museum of Natural
History
-Pro Rodeo Hall of Fame

Pikes Peak - America’s Mountain

-Seven Falls
-US Air Force Academy
Visitor Center
-Van Briggle Art Pottery
-Western Museum of Mining
and Industry

Please dial (719) Our-Loan (687-5626)
email us at SFILOANS@hotmail.com

LICENSED BONDED & INSURED
Exclusively serving Colorado since 1997

Cripple Creek

-Pikes Peak Highway
-North Pole - Santa’s Workshop

-Cripple Creek and Victor Narrow Gauge Railroad
-Mollie Kathleen Gold Mine
-Pikes Peak Heritage Center

Canon City

Bank from Home OR
Around the World with Internet Banking

-Buckskin Joe Frontier Town and Railway
-Echo Canyon River Expeditions
-Historic Royal Gorge Route Railroad
-Royal Gorge Bridge and Park

Historic Manitou Springs
-Cave of the Winds
-Iron Springs Melodrama
-Manitou Cliff Dwellings
-Miramont Castle
-Pikes Peak Cog Railway

FREE SERVICES

Thank You For
Your Service

• FREE Internet Banking

Fountain Valley’s
Community Bank

• FREE Bill Pay
• FREE Basic Checking

410 S. Santa Fe
Fountain, CO 80817

(719) 382-5643
www.coloradomountainbank.com

Sylvia’s Desert Boot Cleaning
& Shoeshine Co.

Grand Opening!
2230 B Street
Suite 300
719-930-4813

Rules of the Game
Go to www.pikespeaktrips.com for more
information, free maps, visitor guides
and money-saving coupons.

Also Specializing in Timberlands, Lugz, & all suede footwear.

Enter to win tickets to Pikes Peak Country
Attractions and gas cards.
No purchase necessary. Must be 18 or older
to enter.
For info call 685-5894 or 800-525-2250.

Pikes Peak Cou
Country
oun
un
untry
Attractions Association
Asssoc
socia
ciatio
cia
iation
ation
www.desertbootproducts.com
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Fountain, CO 80817
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By Staff Sgt. Jessica Switzer
21st Space Wing Public Affairs
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Closed Sunday
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21st Space Wing Airmen put their best
foot forward for the new Air Force Space
Command command chief during his orientation visit here May 27.
Chief Master Sgt. Todd Small became the
AFSPC command chief in February but this
was his first chance to really get out and meet
the Airmen of the 21st Space Wing.
“He’s all about the Airmen,” said Staff Sgt.
Maryana St. Bernard, 21st Space Wing NCO
in charge of personnel programs, who accompanied the Chief during his visit. “He’s
the most knowledgeable person I’ve had the
privilege of meeting.”
Chief Small spoke to a variety of Airmen
during his visit, some of the subjects he
touched on included the new enlisted performance report, the importance of fitness
to today’s warfighter and how tech savvy
today’s Airmen are.
Comparing himself as an airman first class
to today’s Airmen, the chief said the difference is vast. “The Airmen of today have more
opportunity to be better informed than ever
before in the Air Force,” he said. “More information at the immediate disposal of the
average individual Airman regardless of their
grade or rank exists today than at any other
time in the existence of the Air Force.” What
used to take between four and six weeks then,
can now be done with a touch of a button.
This awareness translates into Airmen who
are more informed than any other time in history. “The Airmen of today, candidly, are some
of the most savvy and most informed Airmen
on the Air Force mission, the [Department of
Defense] mission and the impact of the joint
teams they deploy with,” he said.
Chief Small also spoke on the budget
crunches many are facing and the chal-

lenges of making
sure Airmen remain adequately
trained and prepared to face any
challenge that
comes their way.
He said that, in
his experience,
budget crunches
come and go, but
they have never
truly affected
the Air Force’s
capability to field Chief Master Sgt. Todd Small,
AFSPC command chief
Airmen who are
ready to face anything.
“Our Airmen are credible, capable and
faithful,” he said. “Our systems are designed
so that over the course of a 20 or 30 year career
you have the opportunity to move around,
see, experience, learn and grow from a variety
of opportunities and experiences.”
The chief also took the opportunity to
address Airmen’s concerns about the current operational tempo and how it affects
Airmen’s lives.
“Clearly, Airmen are concerned about the
operational tempo today, and the Air Force
is working to address that,” he said. “We’ve
just gone through a restructuring of our [Air
Expeditionary Force] cycles from buckets
to banding to be able to better posture our
forces, to give increased stability and predictably to our Airmen, and to be able to better
communicate to our joint teammates the
level of effort that we’re putting into the war
effort both in theater and at home station.”
The Chief’s knowledge and ability to relate to all Airmen impressed those who met
him.
“He inspires me to do better every day,”
Sergeant St. Bernard said.

Tierra Vista Communities demonstrates
commitment to Peterson resident safety
By Meryl Large
Tierra Vista Communities

Supporting our Nation’s
Military for over 40 years.

Call today
for details
about exciting
new military
scholarship
opportunities.

Demonstrating an ongoing commitment to
the safety of Military Families, Tierra Vista
Communities at Peterson recently completed
a number of safety inspections in all of its
Peterson AFB homes.
As part of the initiative, all 493 homes at
Peterson were inspected for any potential
safety hazards. In particular, window and
mini blind cords were examined.
The inspection took Tierra Vista
Communities Maintenance Team one week
to complete and included inspecting every
window in each room of the home. Any knots
were untied and blind cords cut short in order
to prevent any future loops from occurring.
Residents were given two days notice in advance of the inspection of their home.

“Resident safety is of the utmost importance to Tierra Vista Communities and Actus
Lend Lease,” said Steve Boothe, Actus Lend
Lease safety operations director. “We want
our residents to feel at home in our communities but we also want to give them the
sense of peace that comes with knowing that
someone else is looking out for their safety as
well. This inspection is just one of the many
safety initiatives that will be taking place
at TVC, each one designed to maintain the
safety and satisfaction of our residents.”
Tierra Vista Communities, the public and
private venture partnership created between
the Department of the Air Force and developer Actus Lend Lease at Peterson AFB
includes 597 new homes, all of which will
adhere to rigorous safety standards before
a resident moves in.

FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT
• Bar & Lounge Areas • In Room Coffee
• High Speed Internet • Outdoor Swimming Pool
Tennis Courts • Gyms & Saunas • Room Service

In The

(888) 266-1555
www.ctudegreenow.com

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Daily Specials
Large & Small Conference Rooms

Buy One Get One Free Breakfast & Lunch
(with military ID, Dine in only through 5/30/08)

Located on the Southwest corner of Airport and Academy at 411 Lakewood Circle
Satellite Hotel • 719-596-6800 • Landing Fire Grill & Bar 719-660-0340
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A great deal
just got

better
5% Cash Back
2% Cash Back
1.25% Cash Back

VISA Platinum
Cash Rewards

on gas paid at the pump*

on supermarket purchases†

on all other purchases

PenFed.org/BetterDeal • 866.406.4606

Come visit us at our branch
6045 Barnes Road, Colorado Springs
Monday – Friday 10AM - 6PM

Lower Monthly Payments!
Zero cash out of pocket!
7502 Willow Pines - The Alaska
3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2-car garage, full unfinished basement
This home is perfect for those that want everything on one level. You’ll find a
washer/dryer, refrigerator, garage door opener, and a full basement - all
included! This home is ready for move in. Come see!
11240 Falling Star Rd - The Nevada
3 bedroom, 2.5 bath, 2-car garage, full unfinished basement
The views are incredible, and this home has great access to the area’s
abundant trails. Included is a washer/dryer, refrigerator, garage door
opener, and a full basement. There are great schools nearby. This home
is ready for move in. Visit today!
7452 Wind Haven Tr - The Sheridan
3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2-car garage, full unfinished basement
One level living at its finest. This home flows and feels open. Included
is a washer/dryer, refrigerator, garage door opener, and a full basement.
This home is ready for move in. Open and airy!
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Many more homes are available for immediate move in!

g!
openin
Grand

FOREST MEADOWS(Colorado Springs)
GRAND OPENING!
From $199,375, Black Forest Rd. & Woodman Rd.
719.648.2914

Minutes from Fort Carson
719.482.5287
All prices & availability subject to change without notice. Payments on a VA Loan with
2/1 buydown. APR not quoted. WAC through use of a preferred lender.

TUSCANY RIDGE(Fountain)
From $211,075, Lake & Fountain Mesa
719.482.5287

COUNTRYSIDE NORTH(Fountain)
From $216,075, Link & Falling Star
719.482.5287

Minutes from
Fort Carson
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Air Force brings back missile operations badges, missile wings
By Ed White
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE,
Ohio — Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. T. Michael
Moseley announced the return of the missile
badge with operations designator for intercontinental ballistic missile crews June 6. He also
announced that the three ICBM wings of Air
Force Space Command’s 20th Air Force will
return to the convention of being named
missile wings.
“The re-establishment of the operations
badge to missile professionals speaks to
the absolute importance of the strategic
nuclear mission,” General Moseley said.
“It is about recognizing the Airmen who
stand guard over the U.S. homeland, providing protection from strategic threats.
And, it is about recognizing operational
competencies and a singular focus on our
nuclear mission as well as growing and developing new officers who will serve in this
field — undertaking this very important, very
difficult mission where perfection has always
U.S. Air Force photo/Ben Strasser

Capt. John Hundley receives his missile badge from Gen. C. Robert Kehler,
commander of Air Force Space Command. Captain Hundley is assigned
to the 576th Flight Test Squadron at Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif. He
received the badge during the Peacekeeper Missile dedication ceremony
June 6 at the National Museum of the United States Air Force.

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!
• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.
referral is
No Primar y Care
ply call for
necessary. Sim
.
an appointment

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

been the standard.”
General Moseley’s comments were made at the
Peacekeeper Missile dedication ceremony at the
National Museum of the United States Air Force
here. Among those attending the historic event
were Air Force Secretary Michael Wynne, Gen.
C. Robert Kehler, commander of Air Force Space
Command, and Gen. William Looney III,
commander of Air Education and Training
Command. They joined General Moseley in
presenting missile badges to 14 Air Force
officers during the ceremony.
Any officer who is or has been combat mission ready, or CMR, as a missile
crew member at an operational ICBM
unit qualifies to wear the missile badge
with operations designator — a wreath
encircling the missile. The basic badge
is awarded once the member is CMR at
the operational ICBM unit. Officers with
six years of nuclear experiMissile Badge with
ence qualify for the senior
Operation Designator
badge, and they qualify for
the master-level badge after
nine years’ experience.
Training in ICBM operations is a career-long effort.
Crew members complete the Space 100 course and ICBM
Initial Qualification training at the 381st Training Group
at Vandenberg AFB, Calif., as well as mission qualification training at their assigned units. Upon successful
completion of all requirements, the officer presents a
certification briefing and is declared CMR.
The Air Force has long recognized ICBM maintainers with
a distinctive missile badge. For those who qualify, either
badge may be worn with the current space badge. Detailed
wear policy will be posted to the space professional development Web site on the Air Force Portal.
“We are committed to the ICBM mission and to reenforcing excellence in the Air Force nuclear community,”
General Moseley said. “This badge, with the operations
designator, recognizes the career path for our officers in
the missile community. We also honor the legacy, importance and unique mission of our three ICBM wings
by returning to the convention of naming these units
missile wings.”
The three units to be renamed as missile wings are the 90th
Space Wing, F.E. Warren AFB, Wyo; the 91st Space Wing,
Minot AFB, ND; and the 341st Space Wing, Malmstrom
AFB, Mont. These units operate the Air Force’s Minuteman
III ICBM fleet.
Standing ready since the 1950s, the Air Force’s ICBM
cadre of experts earned America’s trust and confidence. At
the end of the Cold War, many Americans assumed that
our strategic nuclear deterrent, the ICBM force, went away
with the Soviet threat. Not so. Their mission is still necessary, and Air Force missileers remain an integral part of
Air Force operations.

Can’t wait to feel better?
Receive the care you need...
When you need it.
*

Now available
JO.POVNFOU
.BSLFUQMBDF 
OFYUUP,PIMT

Did you know...
Approved Auto Repair

Factory Scheduled Maintenance
and Most Extended Warranties
can be performed at

We accept most
major medical
insurances
including
all Tricare

AUTO TECH PLAZA

1MBOOFE1BSFOUIPPEPGGFST
XPNFOUIFDIPJDFPGHFUUJOHNPTUCJSUI
DPOUSPMXJUIPVUBQFMWJDFYBN5IJTNBLFT
JUFBTJFS GBTUFSBOENPSFBGGPSEBCMFUP
HFUCJSUIDPOUSPM
±/PSUI"DBEFNZ#MWE 
±8FTU$PMPSBEP"WF
±4"DBEFNZ#MWE
PGGZPVSOFYUWJTJUXIFOZPV
CSJOHJOUIJTBE POFQFSQFSTPO 
XXXQQSNPSH
5"-,5064*/$0/'*%&/$&8*5)$0/'*%&/$&

Schedule an appointment today

$20
OFF 10%
OFF
3000 or 7500
Scheduled Factory

Mile Service

Premium filters may be add’l charge. We
reserve the right to use a brand of our choice.
Some restrictions may apply. Plus S/M & HWS.
Please present coupon upon arrival.

Maintenance
Services 30,000 • 60,000
90,000 mi Intervals

0QFOEBZTBXFFL
.PO'SJBNQNt4BU4VOBNQN

Some restrictions may apply. Plus S/M & HWS.
Please present coupon upon arrival.

1548 S. 21st St. • 475-9424*
2353 E. Platte Ave. 632-8939*
425 West Filmore • 520-5777*
225 Main Street • Fountain • 391-8822
autotechplaza.net

Dr. John Torres, M.D. – AFA Grad ’82
Emergency Medicine Board Certiﬁed, Medical Director

Lynda Torres, M.A.
Clinic Administrator

15854 Jackson Creek Pkwy, Suite #120
.POVNFOU $0t  

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, June 12, 2008

www.peterson.af.mil

11

NORAD Golden Jubilee celebrated in Canada
By Capt. Steve Netta
CANR Public Affairs

The Premier of Manitoba, Gary Doer, and US Ambassador
to Canada, David Wilkins, were among the hundreds who
helped celebrate the 50th anniversary of the North American
Aerospace Defence Command in Winnipeg.
On May 30, members from 1 Canadian Air Division and
the Canadian NORAD Region Headquarters (1 Cdn Air
Div/CANR HQ) formed a military parade on the grounds
at the Manitoba Legislature. Marked with flypasts by the
Snowbirds and two CF-18 Hornets, the parade was symbolic
of the rich bi-national partnership shared in NORAD.
In a city just miles from the American border, a colour
party with Canadian and US flags stood proudly, flanked by
military members from both countries. The US Ambassador
referred to NORAD as “the single most profound example”
of partnership between the two countries, adding “No other
countries can boast of a similar relationship.”
Major-General Marcel Duval, Commander of the Canadian
NORAD Region, elaborated on the unique bi-national organization. “These American servicemen and women have
been part of the Winnipeg population since the day we
established the Canadian NORAD Region”, he said. 1 Cdn
Air Div/CANR HQ was established in Winnipeg in 1997.
“At the HQ of the Canadian NORAD Region, we have
a solid US community working side-by-side with their
Canadian counterparts, performing the same functions,
protecting the same people”, MGen Duval continued.
Lieutenant-General Charlie Bouchard is the Deputy
Commander of NORAD, headquartered at Peterson Air Force
Base in Colorado Springs, Colorado. “[NORAD] is about the
evolution of a unique relationship that has developed and
matured over half a century,” he said. “It is about a culture of
cooperation. It is about trust, respect and confidence.”
Perhaps the best example of that trust, respect and confidence came in the wake of the tragic events of September
11, 2001. At a time when all air traffic in North America
was being ordered to the ground, a Canadian officer was in
the command chair at NORAD headquarters. LGen Eric
Findley, was Bouchard’s predecessor and was the key decision maker at NORAD that day.
LGen Bouchard used this example to highlight the relationship, which has lasted half a century, “Under what
other agreements would you imagine one country letting
an officer from another country make key decisions about
its own national security.”

Photo by Canadian Forces Pvt. Levarre McDonald

A joint colour party marches on parade carrying the Canadian, US, and NORAD flags May 30, 2008 at the Canadian NORAD Region, headquartered
in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. CANR held a public celebration commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the North American Aerospace Defence
Command, an event highlighted with fly-overs by the Canadian Forces Snowbirds as well as the CF-18 National Demonstration Team.
The celebration at the Manitoba Legislature was a fitting tribute to the bi-national command’s Golden Jubilee.
More fittingly, it was held in a city where strong Canadian
and US relations remain a focal point and where CANR is
headquartered.
Although NORAD was created in 1957, May, 12, 1958 is
recognized as the date when the formal NORAD agreement
was signed by Canada and the U.S. Originally know as the
“North American Air Defense Command,” NORAD underwent a name change in 1981 in order to reflect the growing
importance of space defence and missile warning.
NORAD continues the Golden Jubilee celebration through-

out 2008. Aside from the celebrations it has held in Colorado
Springs and Winnipeg, there will be many more opportunities to celebrate.
The CF-18 National Demonstration Team bears a NORAD
50th Anniversary paint theme on its tail. This jet will be
dazzling audiences across North America throughout the
2008 air show season. A NORAD 50th Anniversary display
will also appear at various events throughout the year. Show
locations and dates for the CF-18 National Demonstration
Team can be found at www.airforce.forces.gc.ca. For additional information about the NORAD 50th anniversary
and special events, visit www.norad.mil/50.
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2003
Hummer H2

Was: $28,999
Now: $19,999

2006
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Mustang GT Now: $19,599

Triple Your Economic
Stimulus Check!

STK# EB46744B

STK# P2037
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Air Force Photo by Corey Dahl

Senior Airman Heith Remund, an electrical systems specialist with the 21st Civil Engineer Squadron, poses
in front of a display at an environmental expo June 3. Airman Remund has taken small steps to live a greener
lifestyle.
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Major Event of
the Summer

Eco-Knight Spotlight
By Corey Dahl
Space Observer

Who: Senior Airman Heith Remund, electrical systems specialist with the 21st Civil
Engineer Squadron
What he’s doing to go green: Airman
Remund has started recycling more on base
and at home, especially when it comes to his
aluminum cans. He and his wife also reuse
their plastics when possible, getting more
mileage out of plastic water bottles and using
cleaned, reused plastic containers to hold
leftover food.
Airman Remund is also cutting back on
his energy use. He’s replaced most of his incandescent light bulbs with compact fluorescents, which are more energy efficient. He’s
also driving less, carpooling with friends
when he and his wife go out and condensing
errands into one trip. “With gas prices today,
who wants to drive more?” he said.
Eco-friendly benefits: Some of the steps
Airman Remund has taken have produced
noticeable economic benefits. Recycling on
base earns the wing money toward offsetting
garbage-hauling costs on base, which in turn
frees up more money for the base’s units. And
cutting back on driving has saved Airman
Remund money at the pump.
But Airman Remund says he lives green
mostly for the feel-good benefits. “I just feel

Briefs:
From page 6
125 E. Stewart, Suite 100,
Peterson AFB, CO 80914-1630.
Deadline to register is 3 p.m., June 20.
For more information contact Joshua Fly at
Joshua.fly@peterson.af.mil or 556-4462.

Dads: The basics
The Family Advocacy Program will spon-

better about it overall,” he said. “The amount
of waste that goes into our landfills is just
incredible. If we got more conscious about
what’s reusable and recyclable, we could
be less dependent on some of the natural resources that are used to make these
products.”

Green Fact of the
Week
Energy Costs
With its 500,000 buildings,
the Federal sector represents
approximately 0.5 percent of the
U.S. building inventory.
These half-million
buildings require
the Federal
government
to spend $3
billion each year
for heating, cooling,
lighting and powering
the operations.

sor a basic course for dads Noon — 4:30
p.m. June 27 at the Health and Wellness
Center. Expecting, and new dads welcome
to attend. Th is seminar is opened to all.
Attendees should RSVP to the A&FRC by
June 25. For more information or to RSVP,
call Martina at 556-8943.

E-6/E-7 promotion party
A promotion party for E-6s and
E-7s promotees is 4 p.m. June 27 at the
Peterson Club. Friends, family members,
co-workers and leadership are welcome
to attend.
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Flexible schedules & beneﬁts.
Visit www.McState.com for great employment opportunities.
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Modern day Tuskegee Airman continues legend
By Staff Sgt. Nathan Gallahan
407th Air Expeditionary Group Public Affairs

ALI BASE, Iraq (AFPN) — He was born
and raised in Tuskegee, Ala., and his face
lights up when he has the opportunity to
talk about the Tuskegee Airmen and their
role in his life.
He has deployed twice to units in the 332nd
Air Expeditionary Wing, which traces its
heritage to the 332nd Fighter Group of World
War II and the brave African American
Tuskegee Airmen who fi lled its ranks pilots
who flew with distinction.
He has served with the 506th Air
Expeditionary Group at Kirkuk Air Base,
Iraq, and now to the 407th AEG at Ali Base,
both units under the famed 332nd AEW.
The motto for today’s 332nd AEW is, “the
legend continues — right here, right now,”
and Maj. Terrence Adams is proud to be a
part of it.
The legend is about an all-black unit who
“overcame adversity when diversity wasn’t
popular,” said Major Adams, the 407th
Expeditionary Communications Squadron
commander.
At the time, the U.S. military was racially
segregated keeping most black service members in labor and support battalions. The
United States Army Air Corps changed that
after the Selective Training and Service Act
of 1940 cleared the way for them to create
an all-black combat flying unit, known as
the Tuskegee Airmen. They were also nicknamed the “red-tail flyers” because each of
their aircraft was painted with a distinctive
red tail during the war.
The pilots were trained in Major Adams’
hometown of Tuskegee.
According to the U.S. Air Force’s official
Tuskegee Airmen fact sheet, the black fliers
were credited with shooting down 111 enemy
aircraft and destroying 150 enemy aircraft
on the ground, along with 600 railroad cars,
one destroyer and 40 more boats and barges.
Approximately 150 black Airmen paid the

U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. Sabrina Johnson

Maj. Terrence Adams salutes during a retreat ceremony May 15 at Ali Base, Iraq. Major Adams was born and
raised in Tuskegee, Ala., and is now deployed to a unit in the 332nd Air Expeditionary Wing where the Tuskegee
legend continues. Major Adams is the 407th Expeditionary Communications Squadron commander deployed
from Tinker Air Force Base, Okla.
ultimate sacrifice for freedom.
The 332nd Fighter Group was inactivated
July 1, 1949. It was called back to service in
1998 when it was reactivated at Ahmed Al
Jaber AB, Kuwait, and has since been relocated to its current headquarters at Balad AB,
Iraq. The reactivation set the stage to catch
Major Adams in a Tuskegee crossfire.
From one direction, he grew up with
them, his whole life spent being mentored
and molded by their legacy. And now, he has
the opportunity to take his life’s experiences
and put it into action, while deployed to the
Tuskegee wing.
“Tuskegee is deeply rooted in my life. Every
town has their ‘something’ to connect with,
and I have that connection with the Tuskegee

Airmen,” the major said. “I saw artifacts of
the Tuskegee Airmen every day. It’s hard
for anyone there not to be enveloped by it
at any age.”
It wasn’t just artifacts of the World War
II veterans that affected him, but the veterans themselves. One of his family friends is
retired Lt. Col. Herbert Carter, a Tuskegee
Airman.
“I call him for advice sometimes,” the
major said, who will soon be redeploying
to Tinker Air Force Base, Okla.
One of the many lessons he learned from
the Tuskegee Airmen growing up was that all
races are equal and that racial diversity and
understanding is key to keeping discrimination and hatred at bay.

$500
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Welcome to Colorado Springs!

“The ‘race thing’ puts a barrier between
people,” the major said. “All races need to
be more open and honest and less scared to
hold conversations about our beliefs, culture
and color.”
That thought may be second nature to some
children in today’s diverse communities, but
for Major Adams, in his youth, he didn’t have
very many opportunities to befriend other
children of different races.
“Tuskegee is a historically black town,” he
said. “There were a few white families, but
we rarely had an opportunity to talk with
them.”
He set the goal to go to college, and because he didn’t want his mom to have to
work a second job, he enlisted in the Army
because the service offered the G.I. Bill and
a college fund for two years of service. He
worked as a cook and earned three Army
Achievement Medals before joining the Army
Reserve and attending Auburn University in
Montgomery, Ala.
After graduating, he commissioned in the
Air Force in 1994, which would have been
nearly impossible for an African American
when the Tuskegee Airmen were first formed;
there were only two African American line
officers at that time — Capt. Benjamin Davis
Jr., who was chosen to command them, and
his father Brig. Gen. Benjamin O. Davis Sr.
Unlike the days when Captain Davis
commanded, Major Adams has worked for
and led men and women from all walks of
life throughout his career. He attributed
a lot of the strength of today’s military to
diversity.
“The original Tuskegee Airmen set the
stage,” he said. “Instead of a 332nd completely
made up of black men, we now have men
and women from every race, color, religion
and national origin — today’s military is
exactly what the Tuskegee Airmen of the
past envisioned.”
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Get Approved to Own
Your Own Home!
We make the
process easy!

12295 Oracle Blvd. #340 Col. Spgs, CO 80921
Look us up @ at www.dora.state.co.us/real-estate
MBL100010627

719-785-4860

Reel fun every week at the Base Auditorium
See recent movie releases at the Base Auditorium every
week. All films are FREE and open to all eligible users
of Peterson AFB and their guests. Popcorn and soda are
FREE, too! For more information, please call 556-8383 or
check back here for a new movie schedule every week.

- PG-13 for sequences of intense violence and action,
some disturbing images and brief strong language.

Untraceable (R)
7 p.m. Wednesday, June 11
- Rated R for some prolonged sequences of strong gruesome violence and language.

Over Her Dead Body (PG-13)
7 p.m. Saturday, June 21 and 7 p.m. Wednesday, June
25
- PG-13 for sexual content and language.

Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire (PG-13)
1 p.m. Saturday, June 21

Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban (PG)
1 p.m. Saturday, June 14

Harry Potter: Order of the Phoenix (PG-13)
1 p.m. Saturday, June 28

Vantage Point (PG-13)
7 p.m. Saturday, June 14 and 7 p.m. Wednesday, June
18

P.S. I Love You (PG-13)
7 p.m. Saturday, June 28
- PG-13 for sexual references and brief nudity.

Tuskegee:
From page 13
Now, with 14 years of Air Force experience, the Tuskegee
crossfire of his life is complete, as he finishes his second tour
to the wing. He said he has used his life experiences every
day he commands his communications squadron.
The effects of his Tuskegee mentorship are felt by his
Airmen every day.
“The Tuskegee Airmen were amazing. They did everything they could possible do and people gave them a shot
at it. They took the opportunity and ran with it. They put
their own personal stamp on it, they became some of the
best fighter pilots in the Air Force,” said Senior Airman
Edward Blaize, a 407th ECS communications focal point
technician deployed with the major from Tinker AFB.
“And that’s exactly how I see the major carrying on that
spirit. He’s putting his own personal stamp on everything
he does and it shows.”
Not only that, the major gets personal with his Airmen,
not leading from the sidelines, but in the huddle, motivating
his Airmen every day.
“He’s very interactive with all of us, he’ll come by the flight
and joke around with us and makes us feel important,” said

the native of New York City. “He’s really personable with all
of us and takes an interest in us as people, not just another
face in the crowd.”
“He’s helped me personally by showing me different ways
to accomplish goals or doing things for our superiors instead
of dragging your feet on certain problems. He tells us to
try and motivate ourselves to take pride in our work,” he
said. “When you put something together and take pride
in it, you’re putting yourself out there for everyone to see.
You’re putting your own personal stamp on it, just like the
Tuskegee Airmen did.”
He’s not only leading individual Airmen to excellence,
Major Adams is leading his squadron to continue the legend as well.
In just four months, the squadron transitioned from using
a Vietnam-era radar to a new containerized airport surveillance radar enhancing control of Iraq’s airspace. Squadron
members created a solution to send line-of-site video feeds
from MQ-1 Predator unmanned aerial vehicles to local commanders enhancing the security of the base while finding
time to enhance Airmen morale by designing and installing Web cameras at the recreation facility to keep families
connected.
Although the major never fell in love with aviation, the
Tuskegee Airmen taught him how to continue their legend
by leaving his stamp on the mission and his Airmen, which
embodies the red tail spirit.
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"Colorado Springs’ Premier Martial Arts Center"

Brooks Family Eye Care
Keith J. Brooks, O.D. & Priscilla L. Brooks, O.D.
6799 Bismark Road, Suite D
Colorado Springs, CO 80922

50% Off Lenses
With Purchase of Frame. Includes
all lenses and lens options. No-Line
Bifocals, Anti-Reflective lenses,
Tints, Transitions lenses etc.

Wiley-X Tactical Goggles, Sport,
Bicycling, Motorcycling...Most
Prescreption Lenses.
Most Insurances Accepted
TRICARE, Davis Vision,
Great-West, EyeMed etc...

574-2020
Peterson

Constitution

VA Home Loan Experts

www.peterson.af.mil

Bismark
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Commander:
From page 1
decisions over the past ten years, I think that
one thousand little decisions have led to fundamental issues in our ICBM forces.”
General Kehler outlined several areas
where initiatives will make improvements
to the command’s operations. He wants standards examined, changed where needed and
adhered to without exception. Training needs
to be realistic and effective. Sustainment
processes need to be examined in light of
budget cuts. Importantly, the command’s
inspection processes will be examined and
changed where necessary.
“We are going to dedicate ourselves to getting after the issues that have been raised,”
General Kehler said. “We are going to insist
on perfection as the standard and we are
going to be absolutely certain that we are
holding people to the appropriate level of
accountability, responsibility, authority and
everything that goes with our attention on
this business.”
General Kehler spoke to the AFSPC
culture.
“My view is that any command that
achieves 58 successful launches in a row;
puts things on orbit where they don’t fail
prematurely for over five years; and maintains a 90-plus percent alert rate in its ICBM
force, must have a positive culture that grows
competent, responsible, professional Airmen
and civilians.”
Human beings make mistakes. General
Kehler allowed that it can be a good thing
because fi xing mistakes is how we grow professionally and as people.
“In our business, the most useless thing
is to look back at the launch pad when you

Fires:
From page 1
are tapped out, that’s when the call for
Department of Defense assistance is made.
Four Air Reserve Component wings
are ready to respond to such a call. The
302nd Airlift Wing, Peterson AFB, Colo.
is the only Air Force Reserve wing to fly
the mission. Other MAFFS-capable units
are three Air National Guard wings: the
145th AW, Charlotte, N.C.; the 146th AW,
Port Hueneme, Calif.; and the 153rd AW,
Cheyenne, Wyo.
Despite the unpredictability and hazards
of the mission, there’s never a shortage of
volunteers. When it’s clear NIFC will turn to
the MAFFS units, the 302nd AW usually gets
more volunteers than are needed. “If there’s
a large fire, our Citizen Airmen proactively
volunteer before the need is officially identified,” said Lt. Col. David Condit, MAFFS
program manager. “When NIFC calls to see
if we can support their need, we usually don’t
have to call anyone because they’ve already

are launching into space, it is interesting,
but it is irrelevant,” General Kehler said. “It
doesn’t matter what we did yesterday. It matters what we are doing today, so we can do it
better tomorrow. It matters that we learned
the lessons of yesterday so we can apply that
knowledge today and into tomorrow,” he
concluded.
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25% off
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501 West Garden of the Gods. 719-548-9417
887 North Academy Blvd. 719-597-2902
Good at participating restaurants only. Oﬀer not valid on holidays or with other coupons or discounts as well
as specially priced meals/promotions, including lunch menu. One coupon per ticket or per table. Coupons void
if purchased sold or bartered. Discounts exclude tax, tip and/or alcohol, where applicable. Must have coupon
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Little People, Big Smiles
Air Force photo by Duncan Wood

Gen. C. Robert Kehler, commander, Air Force Space
Command, tells his headquarters staff that he wants
“hands-on leaders” who are “responsible and accountable” for their mission areas wherever that may be in
the command. General Kehler wants the command to
look forward, fix mistakes and move ahead rather than
“looking back at the launch pad.”
called us.”
“Flying this mission goes against everything we are trained to do as pilots,” said Col.
Burton Chapman, vice commander. “We go
low and slow — just above stall speed, but
we get a lot of satisfaction from the mission,
knowing we are helping.”
It is that desire to help that keeps the mission
going, but the people flying the plane aren’t the
only skills needed. When flying in such adverse conditions, landing for only long enough
to get more retardant and then heading back
out to the next fire, the confidence in the aircraft to handle the load cannot be something
on the minds of aircrew members.
“We have the best people around maintaining our aircraft ,” said Col. James J.
Muscatell, Jr., commander. “We know the
aircraft is up to the challenge because of the
caliber of people we have supporting us on
the ground.”
The dedication to maintaining the aircraft
has helped the MAFFS mission maintain a
superb safety record. If the NIFC call comes
during the 2008 fire season, the 302 AW will
be ready to respond with some of the most
competent air and maintenance crews the
Air Force has to offer.
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CRUD, an Air Force tradition, right here at Peterson
By 2nd Lt. Jonathan D. Simmons
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Two bodies collide on the outskirts of
a manicured green field. A heavy acrylic
sphere flies across the field toward a frantically moving defender, while a safely distant
crowd cheers and there is the congratulatory clashing of elbows.
This is no common game of football or
basketball. This is the game of CRUD...a
game of life and death. This scene will be in
full swing at the Rocky Mountain Company
Grade Officer Council’s CRUD tournament
5 p.m., June 13 at the Peterson Club. The
cost per four-person team is $20.
CRUD is a modified version of billiards
played with two pool balls on a pool table.
It’s a military tradition rumored to have
originated with “snow crazed” fighter pilots
in the Royal Canadian Air Force.
The maniac nature of the game is evident
from its first moments. A multitude of rules
add a highly-competitive and sometimes
bawdy tone to the game. The object is to
eliminate the three (or so) simulated lives
of each player on the opposing team. The
team with the last person standing wins.
The pool table is the field on which the
game is played, but no pool cues are used.
The game is a team sport monitored by
the CRUDmaster, who is usually a senior
officer and functions as a referee/supreme
commander of CRUD.
Shooting and defending teams compete
using only two pool balls, the “shooter ball”
and “object ball.” At the beginning of the
game, the CRUDmaster sets up the first
“serve.” One member from each team faces
off on opposite short sides of the pool table.
The shooting team member will hurl the
shooter ball toward the object ball attempting to sink it in one of the table’s end pockets,
while the defender uses hands, words, and
what ever means the CRUDmaster deems
allowable to jam the shooter’s attempts to
hit the object ball.

After the object ball is struck by the
shooter ball, the previous defender becomes
the shooter, while the next player on the
previously shooting team fills the defender
role. This rotation continues until a ball is
sunk in a pocket or a penalty is assessed
by the CRUDmaster. And every time the
CRUDmaster assesses a penalty, a player
loses a “life.”
Each time the object ball is legitimately
sunk in a pocket, a designated player on
the defending team loses a “life”. When any
defender loses all three (or so) lives, he/she
is eliminated from the game.
CRUD is an intense full contact sport.
After the first service, defenders can (and are
generally encouraged to) physically block or
otherwise cajole subsequent shooters out of
the acceptable shooting area on one of the
table’s short ends in hopes that the object
ball stops rolling (dies) before the shooter
can legitimately strike it. Each time the ball
dies, the shooter is assessed a life and the
CRUDmaster sets up a new serve.
The CRUDmaster can call a variety of penalties for anything from a player causing him/
her to spill the beverage the CRUDmaster traditionally holds, to a player shooting outside
of the acceptable area, to players quibbling
with CRUDmaster pronouncements and
“gross buffoonery.” The CRUDmaster can
even make up rules as the game goes along,
assessing penalties at discretion. Each time
a penalty is assessed, a designated player will
lose one or more lives.
The combative nature of CRUD generally
limits the venues in which it is played to
military clubs, and the game is generally
most popular among Air Force officers. The
CGOs of the 21st Space Wing units are currently seeking to reclaim the RMCGOC
CRUD Trophy from the 50th Space Wing
at Schriever AFB. For more information
or to sign up call or email 2nd Lt. Denise
Wright at 567-3888 or denise.wright@
schriever.af.mil.
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Boot Camp
was Hard...
Buying a Car
is Easy!
Discounts for Military

Military Appreciation
Program
You’ve made a commitment
to our country.
We’ve made a commitment
to your family.
When you participate and purchase your
next vehicle from Bob Penkhus, new or
used, you’ll have complete
peace-of-mind.
While you’re overseas you can be
assured that your family will never
be stranded.
Battery Failure • Locked Out
Flat Tire • Any Emergency • NO COST
They will always know who to call for
the assistance they need, including
alternate transportation.

Official as can be expected
Peterson AFB CRUD rules
1. Violation of any of these rules results in
the loss of a life.
2. Each player is allotted three lives. After
the loss of three lives, a player is morte, and
out of the game.
3. The referee is always right. Quibbling is
not allowed.
4. The object of the game
is to keep the object ball in
motion, or to sink it in any
pocket before the opposing player strikes it.
5. Opposing players or
team captains lag to determine initial service.
6. The server is allowed
three serves to put the object ball in motion.
7. The object ball must
move at least six inches
on all shots, except on a
double kiss.
8. Players must shoot
only from the short ends
of the table.
9. Players may retrieve
the shooter ball and shoot
at the object ball any number of times, as long as the object ball is still
in motion.
10. Once the object ball is struck, only the
next person to shoot may touch the shooter
ball.
11. When shooting, the shooter ball must be
rolled on the table and must leave the shooter’s
hand prior to contact with the object ball.
12. When the object ball is sunk in any pocket
or ruled dead before being hit, the opposing
player who last shot the ball loses a life.
13. If either ball leaves the table after a shot
and hits a person or lands off the table, the
shooter is guilty of gross buffoonery, and loses
a life.
14. Blocking is permitted, as agreed to before

a game is started.
15. When a team has only one player left,
and the other team has several, single man
rules are in effect.
16. All players except the shooter and the
defender must remain at least three feet from
the table.
17. All pointing must be done with the elbow only.

18. If the number of players on teams is unequal, a “ghost” player is added to the team
with fewer players.
19. The referee/CRUDmaster is situated at
the side pocket.
20. The first player to lose a life in a game
provides the referee a drink.
21. Losing team players buy a drink for the
winning team player opposite their name on
the scoreboard.
22. Any player caught reading these rules during a game must replenish the referee’s drink.
Based on the game created by Canadian
Forces fighter pilots in Alberta, Canada.
For a complete explanation of the rules, visit
www.peterson.af.mil.

LUXURY OFF-BASE LIVING
IN THE HEART OF BRIARGATE!
LOW $200’s
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& USAF. Minutes away
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• District 20 schools
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Military Incentives
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CarMax presents
the smart and easy way to sell your car.
We’ll buy your car...
Selling your car yourself can be a hassle. It costs money and time to ﬁnd the right buyer, and
when you do find a legitimate buyer, you still have to negotiate and deal with organizing
and submitting all the legally-required paperwork. At CarMax, your appraisal is free, and
we’ll buy your car on the spot or anytime in the next seven days.

Even if you don’t buy one of ours.
Traditional dealers can alter your trade-in, APR, vehicle price, and extras to make you feel like
you’re getting a better deal, but their proﬁt remains the same. If you’re buying a car, we keep
the transaction separate, so you can make the right decision for you.

We’ll buy
your car

TODAY!

N. Powers Blvd to Barnes Rd.
South on Tutt Blvd.
Local: 719.313.4863 Toll Free: 866.580.5321
Hours: M –F 10–9, Sat 9–9, Closed Sun

The way car buying should be.®

Looking to buy a car?

CarMax is different!
Great Selection
We have over 100 models from over 30 brands all on one lot. You can view actual prices
on actual cars at carmax.com® with free transfers between local stores.

CarMax Certiﬁed Quality
We put our cars through a 125+ point inspection, and have a Limited 30-Day Warranty*.
*See stores for details.

Low Price
We’ve created a no-hassle car buying experience with low, no-haggle prices.

Copyright © 2008 CarMax Business Services, LLC
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