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21st SW Airman receives AF-level award while deployed
By Senior Airman Ross M. Tweten

controllers, allowing accomplishments normally seen by more experienced units.
Sergeant Capers has completed a
Bachelor’s Degree in Business Management
and is enrolled in a Master’s in Business
Administration program. In addition to
furthering her education, she has also assisted the base Tax Center and is a Sexual
Assault Victim Advocate.
According to Brig. Gen. Lawrence Wells,
380th Air Expeditionary Wing commander, Sergeant Capers has shown the same
kind of dedication and commitment while
deployed.
“We’re very excited to have Sergeant Capers
as a member of our team,” General Wells said.
“She’s a superb warrior.”
According to Sergeant Capers, being recognized as the top noncommissioned officer in
the command and control career field is overwhelming and gratifying at the same time.
“I’m grateful and humbled for being acknowledged at such a high level and for being
recognized as one of the best of the best at what
I do,” she said. “I love my career field and everything it represents. This award is very special to
me and the people who helped me achieve such
a prominent milestone in my career.”

380th Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs

AL DHAFRA AIR BASE, United Arab
Emirates — A 21st Space Wing Airman
was recently named the Air Force-level
Command Post Noncommissioned Officer
of the Year for 2007.
Currently deployed with the 380th Air
Expeditionary Wing Command Post, Tech
Sgt. Chante Capers showed superlative
amounts of dedication and professionalism
during 2007. According to Lt. Col. Marc
Peterson, Peterson Air Force Base Installation
Control Center Director, Sergeant Capers’
achievements over the last year attest to her
dedication to the Air Force, the mission, and
her controllers.” These attributes reflect extremely well on her NCO professionalism
and dedication to the wing mission and to
the ‘Knight Ops’ operations,” he said. “It’s
the professionalism of people like Sergeant
Capers that allows us to remain ‘America’s
Space Superiority’ Wing.”
Sergeant Capers proved critical in completely revamping a training program into a
more rigorous format, better suited to a globally postured wing. She also provided essential
mentorship to a young, inexperienced crew of

Courtesy Photo

Brig. Gen. Lawrence Wells, 380th Air Expeditionary Wing Commander, and Chief Master Sgt. Joseph Newhart,
congratulate Tech. Sgt. Chante Capers, 380th Air Expeditionary Wing Command Post, on her selection as the
Air Force Level Command Post Noncommissioned Officer of the Year for 2007. One team, one fight!

Peterson Airman named best Airmen must keep v-REDs,
program manager in the AF SGLI forms up-to-date
By Margie Arnold

By Corey Dahl

21st Services Squadron

Space Observer

U.S. Air Force photo

Master Sgt. Steven Dodd was named Air
Force 2007 Base Honor Guard Program
Manager of the Year May 12.
Sergeant Dodd is program manager for
the High Frontier Honor Guard, which is
based at Peterson and the Honor Guard supports 41 counties in Colorado and eight in
western Kansas, encompassing an area of
approximately 93,000 square miles and two
national cemeteries.
“I am greatly honored to receive this award,
but I never won this award alone,” Sergeant
Dodd said. I owe everything to my great
leadership, my Honor Guard team members, and, most importantly, to my Honor
Guard staff — Senior Master Sgt. (Timothy)
Martinez and Tech. Sgt. (Andrew) Fulbright.
They alone are the reason why I received this
award. My name’s just on the plaque.”
Sergeant Dodd is a perfection-driven manager responsible for more than 68 members
and has flawlessly executed 548 ceremonial
details and 136 military funeral honors. He
also assisted with the Honor Guard’s move
from an 880-square-foot temporary facility
to a new state-of-the-art, 3,388-square-foot
training complex, which includes an outside
training courtyard, video monitors, a standalone weapons vault and mirrored walls.
Sergeant Dodd, who has only been in
the Honor Guard 10 months, said he was
surprised to receive the award. Initially,
he didn’t want to go to the Honor Guard.
He had been in the Air Force 18 years, and

Master Sgt. Steven Dodd.
its luster had worn off. He was thinking of
getting out when he was urged to join the
Honor Guard.
“When I met Senior Master Sgt. Tim
Martinez there, he told me to just give it one
day,” Sergeant Dodd said. “After the first few
minutes I was hooked. It’s not just a job; it’s a
way of life. The first time I put on that Honor
Guard uniform and looked at myself in the
mirror, I got it. I knew I represented all those
fallen heroes who came before me and all
those who will follow.”
Sergeant Dodd will attend the Air Force
Sergeant Association Convention in San
Antonio, Texas, August 27, where Chief
Master Sgt. of the Air Force Rodney J.
McKinley will present the award to him.

Spring and summer tend to bring a lot
of life changes — permanent changes of
station, weddings and births.
As a result, base leaders here are reminding Airmen to make sure those changes
are ref lected in their Servicemembers’
Group Life Insurance and virtual Record
of Emergency Data.
“I recommend that Airmen update their
forms at least twice a year,” said Master
Sgt. Constance Smith, superintendent of
customer support with the 21st Military
Personnel Flight. “It’s really important
for Airmen to look back and consider
the common life changes that have occurred — their address changed, they
got married, they had a kid — and make
the appropriate changes.”
SGLI forms allow Airmen to designate their beneficiaries in case of death.
Marriage, divorce, births and deaths can
all change an Airman’s preferred beneficiaries, but the forms, if not updated,
may not reflect those changes, Sergeant
Smith said.
The same goes for v-REDs. The virtual form allows Airmen to designate the
next-of-kin family members who should
be notified in the event of an emergency
or accident.
In case of death, the v-RED is also used
to determine who receives an Airman’s
unpaid pay, allowances and death gratu-
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ity, who will take care of the Airman’s
remains, and the location of the Airman’s
will and other documents.
Forms that are not current or that lack
information — such as correct names or
accurate addresses and telephone numbers — can delay the notification of loved
ones, Sergeant Smith said.
Updating SGLI and v-RED forms
is easy. The v-RED can be updated 24
hours a day, online using the Air Force
Personnel Center’s virtual MPF at http://
www.afpc.randolph.af.mil. For new users, the process takes about 10 minutes,
Sergeant Smith said. For returnees, it
should take about five.
SGLI forms can be updated at the MPF
office in Building 350. Personellists can
help Airmen explore their options, fill
out the forms and act as the required
signature witness.
To save even more time, Airmen can
print out blank SGLI forms at http://www.
va.gov, fill them out at home and then
simply stop by the MPF to sign them in
front of a personellist.
Units that would like more information about v-REDs, SGLI forms and other
related topics can also request a casualty
briefing.
Unit commanders or first sergeants can
schedule one by calling Sergeant Smith
at 556-7400.

Post-deployment
dinner
June 20
Page 8

2

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, June 19, 2008

www.peterson.af.mil

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, June 19, 2008

www.peterson.af.mil

3

C OMMANDER’S C ORNER
21ST S PACE WING

21st Space Wing Commander
Col. Jay Raymond

21 SW commander comments on
accountability

Chief of Public Affairs
Capt. Toni Tones

Editorial Staff
Chief of Operations Division
2nd. Lt. Jonathan Simmons
Webmaster
Senior Airman Stephen Collier
Staff Reporter
Corey Dahl
Published by Colorado Springs Military Newspapers
Group, 31 E. Platte Avenue, Suite 300, Colorado
Springs, 80903, a private firm in no way connected with
the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive written contract
with the 21st Space Wing. This commercial enterprise
Air Force newspaper is an authorized publication for
members of the U.S. military services.
Contents of the Space Observer are not necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S.
Government, the Department of Defense or the
Department of the Air Force.
The appearance of advertising in this publication,
including inserts or supplements, does not constitute
endorsement by DoD, the Department of the Air Force,
or CSMNG, of the products or services advertised.
Everything advertised in this publication shall be
made available for purchase, use or patronage without
regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin,
age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser,
user or patron.
Editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the 21st Space Wing Public Affairs Office,
775 Loring Ave., Suite 218, Peterson AFB, Colo.,
80914-1294, (719) 556-4351 or DSN 834-4351, fax
(719) 556-7848 or DSN 834-7848. All photographs are
Air Force photographs unless otherwise indicated.
The Space Observer is published every Thursday.
For advertising inquiries, call Colorado Springs
Military Newspapers, (719) 634-5905. Employees
of Peterson Air Force Base who want to place a free
classified advertisement should call 329-5236.
Articles for the Space Observer should be submitted to the 21st SW/PAI, Attn: Space Observer. For
submission details call the editor at (719) 556-4351 or
DSN 834-4351 or e-mail space.observer@peterson.
af.mil. Deadline for article submission is noon the
Thursday one week before publication. News brief
items must be submitted on-line at www.peterson.
af.mil and will run on a space available basis. All
articles, copy and announcements submitted will be
edited to conform to AFI Series 35 and the Associated
Press Stylebook and Libel Manual.

Commentary by Col. Jay Raymond

Col.
Jay Raymond

21st Space Wing commander

Last week, Gen. C. Robert Kehler, commander of Air Force Space Command, addressed the findings related to the stewardship
of our nuclear weapons program, an obligation
for continuous improvement and his determination to ensure AFSPC’s capabilities are
never questioned again. He discussed four
primary points: standards, innovation, a
thorough inspection system and a way ahead.
While it has been painful to face the findings
of the report, it is clear that General Kehler
is focusing on the way ahead, not the events
of the past.
I can think of no more important profession
than the one that you have sworn to perform,
and like the nuclear mission, our space superiority, expeditionary and base support missions
require a very high standard. That standard
is perfection! That is why we changed our
mission statement to read, “Conduct flawless
missile warning and space control operations,
provide unsurpassed installation support and
protection, while developing and deploying
Warrior Airmen to defend America and our
Allies.”
Whether you are at Peterson or around the
globe at one of our geographically-separated
units, now is our opportunity to center our
attention on moving forward. We must maintain a relentless and critical stance toward
analyzing our programs and responsibilities, making certain they are in compliance
with instructions and technical orders. Noncompliance is not an option. Further, it’s not

21st Space
Wing
commander
only our duty to recognize when adjustments
are necessary, but also to pursue appropriate
corrective action in maintaining the smartest
approach to mission accomplishment.
The past is just that, but there are valuable
lessons. Today we are presented an opportunity to re-group, re-focus and learn from
lessons of the past. We must ask ourselves:
Is my unit crisp? Are my programs solid?
Am I developing leaders at all levels who
are capable of performing their duties? Am
I holding them accountable when they are
not? And, more importantly, am I holding
myself accountable? From our most junior
enlisted to our most senior officer, setting
extremely high standards and holding ourselves accountable to meet these standards
is what makes us the most respected air and
space force in the world. No one here signed
up to be part of an average Air Force.
Make no mistake, the Knights of the 21st
Space Wing have executed flawless mission
success in missile warning, space superiority,
installation support and the development of
our Airmen and will continue to do so. I am

confident we will persist in handling challenges and finding innovative solutions for
the problems that come our way. Be proud of
what you have accomplished, pay attention to
detail, and together we’ll ensure the 21st SW
continues to be the premier space wing
Lastly, I’d like to extend an advance thank
you to the 21st Services Squadron’s annual
Sports and Field Day volunteers and staff who
have spent countless hours to coordinate a
multitude of sports and recreational events
across Peterson beginning at 7a.m. June 19.
There will also be a free barbecue at Eagle Park
prepared by the 21st SVS and the Peterson
Chiefs’ Group. I look forward to seeing you
all there.

Submitting Action Lines
The Action Line is a direct link to the 21st
Space Wing commander. It should be used
when other avenues have failed. Concerns
should be addressed at the lowest possible
level in the chain of command and elevated
as necessary.
If satisfactory results have not been attained
by addressing the chain of command, call the
Action Line at 556-7777 or fax 556-7848.
Though not required, Action Line users
should leave point-of-contact information
when submitting an Action Line. This will
allow those who are addressing the concern to
clarify the information and respond, if necessary. Not all responses are printed; however,
if information allows, a response will be rendered in another format.
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General Kehler re-emphasizes strategic deterrent mission
By Airman 1st Class Emerald Ralston
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MALMSTROM AIR FORCE BASE, Mont.
— Gen. C. Robert Kehler, Air Force Space
Command commander, visited Malmstrom
AFB June 16 to interact with Airmen, tour the
base, and talk about the present and future of
our Nation’s strategic deterrent force.
The commander brought up three main points
during his discussions with Malmstrom personnel throughout the day: 1) there is no more
important mission anywhere, and failure is not
an option; 2) perfection is the standard for the
strategic deterrent force, and; 3) leadership is
our foundation at all levels.
“The nuclear deterrence mission remains the
foundation of this country’s defense,” General
Kehler said. “It is as important today as it was
50 years ago. When this wing was activated in
1962 during the Cuban Missile Crisis, this wing
came on alert with a mission to perform for the
security of the country, for the credibility and
the security of the United States, and the world.
That mission has not diminished one bit. We
still perform that mission with the same high
standards, dedication and commitment to the
same Air Force core values that we’ve always
had, and I believe the mission of this unit is going to remain important as far into the future
as we can see.”
General Kehler held an “all-call” for
Malmstrom’s military and government civilian personnel to talk about the points and standards that make the Air Force good stewards
of the Nation’s land-based strategic deterrent.
He also discussed the recent issues that have
been brought to light surrounding the strategic
deterrent mission in AFSPC and how that affects
each wing that handles nuclear weapons.
“It was painful to hear some of the things
that came out of the report that looked at the
way we handle our strategic forces,” General
Kehler said. “One of those things was the Air
Force’s focus on the mission has drifted, which
led to a serious decline in performance. These
things were painful to hear because I believe

U.S. Air Force photo/John Turner

Gen. C. Robert Kehler, Air Force Space Command commander, shakes hands with Tech. Sgt. Clayton Thomas, training
NCO for the 341st Security Forces Group Tactical Response Force, following a demonstration the team put on for the
commander June 16. After the general had a chance to witness some Airmen in action, he addressed Team Malmstrom
at an all-call.
we’re much better than that.”
General Kehler also said he believes there are
many people watching to see what the ICBM
communities do next.
“We have a lot to do,” he said. “Although I
don’t believe our capability or credibility has
diminished, there are going to be some changes.
The next time they talk about the ICBM mission,
they’ll have different things to say.”
While it is easy to get caught up in the successes and well-deserved awards, General Kehler
asked Airmen to step back and think about the
mission and what it is Malmstrom’s Airmen

do on a day-to-day basis, and get back to the
basics.
“We need to fi x lines of authority and accountability, get smarter about our requirements and
sustainment issues at the headquarters level,” he
said. “We need to change the way we conduct
inspections, and there will be many upcoming
changes to that process.”
Changes Airmen can expect to see include a
streamlined set of inspections for missile units
across AFSPC, increased intensities of exerSee Mission page 12
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Eco-Knight Spotlight
By Corey Dahl
Space Observer

Who: Airman 1st Class Aarial Vallejo,
21st Comptroller Squadron
What she’s doing to go green: Airman
Vallejo said she’s been “green” since childhood. “I hate to see littering,” she said. “I
absolutely hate seeing or even smelling exhaust. Seeing these things on a regular basis
has made me try to help out the community.”
As dorm resident, Airman Vallejo has participated in “Dorm Clean-Up,” helping pick
up litter around the dorm building.
She’s also big on recycling — using recycle
bins when she sees them and, when they’re
not around, keeping recyclables in a bag in
her car until she’s able to recycle them. She
buys recycled and reused items whenever
possible and has changed out her old incandescent light bulbs for more energy efficient
compact fluorescents.
Eco-friendly benefits: Airman Vallejo said
being green simply makes her feel good. “The
best benefit for me would be to know that, in
some way, shape or form, I was able to do my
part in helping the environment.”

Green
Fact
of
the
Week

Air Force photo

Airman 1st Class Aarial Vallejo, 21st Comptroller
Squadron, has taken steps in her life to live a greener
lifestyle.

A Good Reason for Double Panes
Windows account for approximately 25 percent of the
heating and cooling bills in a
typical home, due to heat
loss in the winter and
heat gain in the summer. Homeowners may
be paying $200 per year to heat
and cool the outdoors, thanks
to their windows.
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USNORTHCOM supports
FEMA in Midwest flooding relief
PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE,
Colo. — U.S. Northern Command, at
the request of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, is deploying a
Defense Coordinating Officer and a
Defense Coordinating Element to
FEMA Regions V and VII
to assess the impact of
flood conditions in the
Midwest and to identify Department of
Defense assets that
could be used to
assist and support
FEMA in mitigating the effects of that
flooding.
DCOs and DCEs
work closely with federal, state and local officials in assessing what
unique equipment and/or personnel services from DoD may be necessary
to support the state and federal agencies in
response and recovery efforts. The DCO
and DCE from Region V have deployed to
Camp Atterbury, near Edinburgh, Ind. The
Region VII DCO and DCE are deploying to
the Joint Field Office in Urbandale, Iowa.
“The thoughts and prayers of the
USNORTHCOM staff are with all the
citizens of the communities affected by
the recent floods,” said Army Maj. Gen.
Guy Swan III, director of USNORTHCOM
Operations. “We wish to express our deepest condolences to those who have lost
loved ones. A tragedy like this is felt by all
Americans — but we are fully prepared
to quickly and effectively respond to the
situation. We will pull together to help our
own.”
The DCOs are responsible for coordinating the use of all active duty military
personnel and equipment requested by the
lead agency responding to a disaster such

as the current flooding. The DCEs include
personnel who support the DCOs, ensuring administrative tasking required to coordinate support efforts are completed so
that personnel in the field can be utilized
to their full effectiveness in response
to a disaster.
DoD is anticipating providing additional support
based on current and
future weather forecasts
and is standing by to
support FEMA as the
Primary Agency and
to assist in local and
state response efforts
as requested and approved by the President
or Secretary of Defense.
DoD has a number of
unique capabilities which can
be made available for support of civil
authorities, including a robust aviation
capability for Search and Rescue as well as
space-based, airborne and ground assets
for Incident Awareness Assessment.
SAR assets can rescue citizens in distress, saving the lives of those who face
danger as a result of the extensive flooding.
IAA assets can provide FEMA officials
and other decision makers with visual
imagery (e.g., damage to infrastructure)
and give operators situational awareness
of the flood conditions. In November
2007, USNORTHCOM directed the use
of military IAA assets during the Southern
California wildfi res, providing invaluable,
near-real time imagery to first responders
on the ground.
U.S. Northern Command was established on Oct. 1, 2002, to anticipate and
conduct homeland defense and civil support operations within the asigned area of
responsibility to defend, protect and secure
the United States and its interests.

STAY ON TRACK WITH GREAT AUTO LOAN RATES.
Ent’s Auto Loans, with low rates, ﬂexible terms and no application
fees, give you the freedom to shop with conﬁdence. And, whether
you’re buying from a dealership, a private seller or reﬁnancing, our
online tools and buying coaches are available to help simplify your
purchase. Apply online at Ent.com/Vehicles, by phone at (719) 574-1100
or 800-525-9623, or ask for Ent ﬁnancing at the dealer.

Ent.com

KNOWINGALLMYDUCKSAREINAROW
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An AFSCN Legacy Satellite
Control System’s last stand
By Allison Guest

U.S. Air Force Photo by/ Ann Skarban

Space and Missile Systems Center

Maj. Ratna C Gupta, Judge Advocate General for the 302nd Airlift Wing at Peterson Air Force Base, joins her
employer, Mr. Gerald O’Nan, Assistant Regional Solicitor for the U.S. Department of Interior for a luncheon
during the May UTA in honor of employers of Citizen Airmen and Colorado reservists.

302AW salutes employers
By Ann Skarban
302nd Airlift Wing

As the Air Force Reserve operations tempo
continues to rise and the days of traditional
or minimum reserve participation wane, it is
critical Reservists continue to communicate
and plan for their Reserve participation with
their civilian employers.
On Saturday of the May UTA the 302nd
Airlift Wing hosted Employer Appreciation
Day — a day dedicated to showing appreciation and sharing information about the
Reserve program with civilian employers of
traditional Reservists. Twenty two civilian
employers of 302nd Airlift Wing reservists
spent the day learning more about the Air
Force Reserve, the Wing, its missions and
even took a flight aboard a unit C-130.
While meeting with the civilian employers, Col. Muscatell, 302nd AW commander
thanked the employers for their continued
support and let them know their support was
both appreciated and critical to the success
of the Reserve program and to our national
defense.
The employers shared their ideas and strategies for managing their business and work-

load when their civilian employees are absent
during their Reserve duty and deployments.
Describing his experience, Gerald O’Nan, of
the Department of the Interior and civilian
employer of Maj. Ratna Gupta, 302nd AW
Judge Advocate said, “This experience puts it
in a totally different perspective for me. I am
very proud to have Ratna work for me.”
After the employers’ flight the Colorado
Employer Support for the Guard and Reserve
hosted a lunch for the employers and provided an informational briefing on ESGR.
During his talk, Mr. Fred Fletemeyer,
Colorado ESGR Chairman Emeritis, told the
employers, “Together we share the very best.”
Many employers echoed Mr. Fletemeyer’s
sentiment when sharing success stories of
how their Reserve employees use and share
the training they gain in the Reserve to make
efficiency and mentoring contributions in
their civilian work places.
Summing up his experience, Chief Tony
Spurlock of the Douglas County Sheriff
Department and civilian employer MSgt.
Robert Russ, 731 AS said, “It was a beautiful day!”

$500
2715 STEEL DR.
COLORADO SPRINGS CO 80907
(719) 634-4188 (719) 332-0578

Discount

D.O.D. active and retired service
members and government
employees and dependants.
Limit of one coupon per vehicle
purchased. Expires July 15, 2008

Come in and see our selection of
late model sedans, SUVs, Trucks,
Sports Cars and Rvs!

PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE,
Colo. — On April 11, 2008, Col. Philip
Simonsen, commander of the Satellite
Control Network and Systems Group, acknowledged the decommissioning of the
Command and Control Segment, known
for approximately 20 years by those close
to the system as “CCS.”
Colonel Simonsen presented commemorative montages to numerous organizations critical to the success of the legacy
satellite control system’s life cycle. Colonel
Simonsen summed up the CCS legacy saying, “This is an example of the best of teaming and technology.
The Satellite Operations Centers Air
Force Space Command, Space and Missile
Systems Center and contractor came together to provide and operate a system that
was the common thread through nearly 20
years of satellite operations. That extraordinary achievement could not have been
realized without the team staying focused
on warfighter support.
“Congratulations to a great team and
the successes of all those who were a part
of the Command and Control Segment’s
remarkable contribution to U.S. satellite
operations,” Colonel Simonsen added.
For approximately two decades, CCS provided vehicle telemetry, tracking and commanding support from launch preparation
to on-orbit operations. Many AFSPC programs reaped the benefits of CCS including
Defense Satellite Communications System
Technology for Autonomous Operational
Survivability, Global Positioning System,
Defense Meteorological Satellites Program,
and MILSATCOM, just to name a few.
CCS began its journey as part of the IBM
Data Systems Modernization contract in
the mid 1980s. From 1987 until the contract
ended April 30, 2008 Lockheed Martin supported the system.
This dynamic satellite system’s main-

Sylvia’s Desert Boot Cleaning
& Shoeshine Co.

Grand Opening!
2230 B Street
Suite 300
719-930-4813

Also Specializing in Timberlands, Lugz, & all suede footwear.
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East on Fillmore 2 blocks to Steel.
South on Steel to Big Sky Motors.
Hours: 10 am to 5:30 pm Tues.-Fri. • 10 am to 6 pm Sat.

877
745-EGGS
Surrogate program $20,000+
Egg donor program $4,500-$10,000
If you have been considering donation or surrogacy,
now is the time to discuss the opportunity with
some who truly knows the answers.

www.DonatedEggs.com
www.desertbootproducts.com

FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT
• Bar & Lounge Areas • In Room Coffee
• High Speed Internet • Outdoor Swimming Pool
Tennis Courts • Gyms & Saunas • Room Service

In The

frame contained more than 11 million lines
of custom soft ware code. From the time
CCS supported its first launch in February
1989 supporting GPS, the satellite control
system has accumulated a lengthy list of
accomplishments with more than 40 championed prime ground system launches and
an astonishing 1 million-plus successful
contacts.
The final CCS supported launch was also
in support of GPS. On December 28, 2007,
CCS provided backup support for the GPS
Satellite Vehicle Number 57 launch. The
1 SOPS crew, the last users, were allowed
to perform the shutdown. Shortly after,
the decommissioning team swept into the
command and control facilities located at
Onizuka Air Force Station and Schriever
Air Force Base to remove the CCS equipment. Over 1,000 equipment items were
donated to SOCs, transferred to other
agencies or loaded on tractor trailers and
transported to DRMO.
Receiving honors on behalf of their organizations were Colonel Robert Skinner,
Commander of the 50th Space Wing
Network Operations Group on behalf of the
50th SW, Laureli Mazik, System Support
Manager for AFSCN Sustainment on behalf
of the AFSCN Sustainment Division, Mr.
Jerry Schroeder, Museum and Fuel History
Program Manager on behalf of the AFSPC
History Office and Mr. Matthew Allard,
Director of Strategic and C2 Programs for
Lockheed Martin on behalf on Lockheed
Martin. A montage was also sent to the
SMC Heritage Office at Los Angeles Air
Force Base in honor of SMC systems
support provided for the lifetime of this
system.
The decommissioning ceremony was
concluded when Ms. Mazik surprised
Colonel Simonsen by presenting the
Satellite Control Network and Systems
Group with a montage in honor of all the
AFSCN Commanders who supported the
system.

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Daily Specials
Large & Small Conference Rooms

Buy One Get One Free Breakfast & Lunch
(with military ID, Dine in only through 5/30/08)

Located on the Southwest corner of Airport and Academy at 411 Lakewood Circle
Satellite Hotel • 719-596-6800 • Landing Fire Grill & Bar 719-660-0340
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50th Space Wing welcomes new commander
By Staff Sgt. Don Branum
50th Space Wing Public Affairs

SCHRIEVER AIR FORCE BASE, Colo.
— The former executive officer to the commander of Air Force Space Command assumed command of the 50th Space Wing
here June 12 in an official ceremony held at
the DeKok Building.
“You all truly honor me with your presence here today,” Col Cary Chun told the assembled audience upon assuming command.
He thanked Gen. C. Robert Kehler, commander of Air Force Space Command, and
Lt. Gen. William Shelton, commander of 14th
Air Force and Joint Functional Component
Command for Space, for the opportunity to
command the 50th SW.
“John F. Kennedy once said that a single
person can make a difference, and every person should try,” Colonel Chun said. “I will
strive to make a difference, both in the mission and in the lives of the men and women
of the 50th SW. We will step into the future
with fierce determination; we will step into
the future with quiet confidence; and we will
step into the future with the knowledge that
our nation is depending upon us.”
Colonel Chun has extensive space operations experience through assignments at U.S.
Space Command, AFSPC, 14th Air Force, the
Special Technical Operations Community,
the National Reconnaissance Office and Air
Forces Central.
“His entire career has been training for
this job,” General Shelton said. “His first job
was satellite operations at Onizuka Air Force
Base. His operational background, clear leadership ability and drive to succeed will move
this wing forward.”
Some of Colonel Chun’s previous assignments include commander of the Aerospace
Data Facility’s Space Operations Wing at
Buckley AFB, Colo., the NRO Operations
Group at Onizuka Air Force Station, Calif.,
and the 614th Space Operations Squadron
at Vandenberg AFB, Calif.

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Don Branum

Col. Cary Chun assumes command of the 50th Space Wing in a ceremony here June 12. Lt. Gen. William
Shelton, commander of 14th Air Force and U.S. Strategic Command’s Joint Functional Component Command
for Space, was the presiding official for the ceremony. As 50th SW commander, Colonel Chun is responsible for
more than 3,100 military, Department of Defense civilian and contractor personnel serving at 50th SW locations
worldwide in support of more than 170 communications, navigation and surveillance satellites and associated
systems valued at more than $66 billion.
Colonel Chun supported the President and
first lady as a White House social aide in
1995. He deployed as the director of space
forces in 2007 for U.S. Central Command
in Southwest Asia.
Colonel Chun is a native of Cavite, the
Philippines. He was born at Sangley Point
Naval Air Station, the Philippines, while his
father was on active duty in the U.S. Coast
Guard. He is married and has three children.
He entered the Air Force through the U.S.
Air Force Academy and received his commis-

sion May 29, 1985, with a bachelor’s degree
in operations research.
His other degrees include a Master of
Science in systems management from the
University of Southern California, a Master
of Science in space operations from the Air
Force Institute of Technology at WrightPatterson AFB, Ohio, and a Master of
Strategic Studies degree from the Air War
College at Maxwell AFB.
He is a senior executive fellow of Harvard
University’s John F. Kennedy School of

Government. He has also attended the
Leadership Development Program at the
Center for Creative Leadership in Greensboro,
N.C., and the Enterprise Leadership Seminar
at the University of North Carolina’s KenanFlagler School of Business.
Colonel Chun is a distinguished graduate
of Squadron Officer School at Maxwell AFB
and the Space Innovation and Development
Center’s Space Tactics School at Schriever.
He is a top-25-percent graduate of the Air
Command and Staff College at Maxwell
AFB. His professional military education
also includes the Armed Forces Staff College
at Norfolk NAS, Va., and Air War College.
Colonel Chun has received a Defense
Superior Service Medal, a Legion of Merit
medal, three Defense Meritorious Service
Medals, two Air Force Meritorious Service
Medals, a Defense Commendation Medal,
two Air Force Commendation Medals, a
Defense Achievement Medal and an Air
Force Achievement Medal.
He was named the California Air Force
Association’s Field Grade Officer of 2000. He
received an NRO Leadership Award in 2005,
an Office of the Secretary of the Air Force
Leadership Award in 2006, and a National
Security Agency Bronze Medallion and an
NRO Gold Medal in 2007.
Col. Cary Chun succeeds Col. Terry Djuric,
who will assume command of the Jeanne
M. Holm Officer Accession and Citizen
Development Center at Maxwell AFB, Ala.
As commander of the 50th SW, Colonel
Chun is responsible for more than 3,100
military, Department of Defense civilian
and contractor personnel serving at wing
locations worldwide in support of more than
170 communications, navigation and surveillance satellites and their associated systems
valued at more than $66 billion.
“No one entrusted with the leadership of the
50th SW could fail to be moved by its role in
our nation’s past, present, and — most importantly — its future,” Colonel Chun said.
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CALENDAR / BASE BRIEFS
Thursday, Jun 19

Peterson fitness center closure

Supporting our Nation’s
Military for over 40 years.

The Peterson Fitness Center closes at 6
p.m. June 19 in support of the 21st Services
Squadron annual Sports and Field Day. The
fitness center will resume normal operating
hours June 20.

Peterson Toastmasters
Meetings
Peterson Toastmasters holds their meetings 11:35a.m. — 12:35 p.m. Tuesdays in the
Peterson Chapel, Room 10-11, except on
the fourth Tuesday of the month when the
event is held in the Peterson Club. Peterson
Toastmasters can help people overcome a fear
of public speaking, become a better listener,
lead teams and conduct meetings. For information, call Bea Garcia Macliz at 510-8905.

Call today
for details
about exciting
new military
scholarship
opportunities.

Friday, Jun 20

Dormitory Pool Party
An exclusive pool party for dorm residents is 9 p.m.-Midnight June 20 at the
Peterson pool. The event is free. Snacks and
soda provided. The event is sponsored by
both the 21st and 50th Space Wings.

Post-deployment dinner
A free pasta bar for returning deployers
ranked airman basic to senior airman and
their families is 6 p.m. June 20 at the Peterson
Club. The dinner is $5 for anyone else. For
information, call 556-4181.

Saturday, Jun 21
An Inactive Ready Reserve muster is 9 a.m.
June 21 at the Club Annex. There will be briefings from the VA, TriCare, Air National Guard
and Reserve Recruiting and medical specialists
will be available to answer questions. Those
without green military ID cards will be issued
them at the time of the muster. Members of
the Inactive Ready Reserve and 21st Space
Wing command element are invited to attend.
For more information contact Joseph Platt at
joseph.platt@peterson.af.mil.

Monday, Jun 23
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Hours: 9 a.m. to dark
as weather permits
Ages 12 and over: $5.00
Ages 3-11: $4.00

Team Pete promotion release
celebration
Members of Team Peterson are invited to
attend a celebration at 4 p.m. June 27 at the
Peterson Club for new technical and master
sergeants promotees.

Dads: The basics
The Family Advocacy Program will sponsor a basic course for dads Noon — 4:30 p.m.
June 27 at the Health and Wellness Center.
Expecting, and new dads welcome to attend.
Th is seminar is opened to all. Attendees
should RSVP to the A&FRC by June 25. For
more information or to RSVP, call Martina
at 556-8943.

E-6/E-7 promotion party
A promotion party for E-6s and E-7s promotees is 4 p.m. June 27 at the Peterson Club.
Friends, family members, co-workers and
leadership are welcome to attend.
Registration is now open for Team Pete’s
first Double Elimination Softball Tournament,
taking place June 27-29 on Peterson’s softball fields. A maximum of eight men’s and
six women’s slow pitch softball teams will be
allowed to compete, and rosters will need to be
between 10 and 17 players. Register by mailing
roster and entry fee — $265 per team — to:
21 SVS/SVMP,
125 E. Stewart, Suite 100,
Peterson AFB, CO 80914-1630.
Deadline to register is 3 p.m., June 20.
For more information contact Joshua Fly at
Joshua.fly@peterson.af.mil or 556-4462.

Briefs

Road closure
The 21st Civil Engineer Squadron
is repairing Stewart Avenue between
Malmstrom Street and Paine Street and
Paine Street between Stewart Avenue and
Ent Avenue from June 23 to July 11. The
roads will be repaired in phases to allow
for one lane of traffic in each direction
during the work. Paine Street will be closed
between Stewart and Ent for a period during June 26, July 7 and 8 and a detour route
will be established.

Wednesday, Jun 25
Introducing the new Mountaineer Sky Ride…an open-air,
chairlift-style ride through the skies over Cheyenne
Mountain Zoo, offering spectacular views of the
mountains, city and plains. Available with
or without Zoo admission,
it’s high adventure!

Friday, Jun 27

Softball Tournament

Inactive Ready Reserve muster

(888) 266-1555
www.ctudegreenow.com

host the Home-Based Career and Telework
Jobs Development Program, a workshop for
job seekers and career changers who would
like to work from home. The free program is
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. June 25 in Room 1206
Bldg 350 on Peterson AFB. Seating is limited
to 100 participants, and those interested in
attending are required to register in at the
Schriever Airman and Family Readiness
Center at 567-3920 or the Peterson Airman
and Family Readiness Center at 556-6141.

Home-based Career and
Telework jobs program
The Airman and Family Readiness Centers
of Peterson and Schriever Air Force Bases

Mandatory Briefing For
Seperating Members
All military members separating within
180 days must call Master Sgt. Jennifer Tucker
at 556-0151 for a mandatory out-processing
briefi ng. For a palace chase briefi ng, call
Sergeant Tucker at 556-0151.

Mitchell Street closed until
further notice
Mitchell Street, east of Westover Street,
closed May 5 due to new housing construction. The road closure is permanent. Members
seeking access to this portion of base will be
re-routed through Selfridge and Otis Streets.
Stay with www.peterson.af.mil for the latest
in base housing and construction news.
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The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.
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721st Security Forces Squadron Change of Command

821st Security Forces Squadron change of command

Maj. Jeffrey Beckford assumes command of the 721 Security Forces Squadron from Maj. Warren Brainard
in a ceremony officiated by Col. Bradford Gentry, 721st Mission Support Group commander at Cheyenne
Mountain Air Force Station June 13. Major Beckford comes from the 460th SFS at Buckley AFB, Colo.,
where he was the squadron operations officer. The outgoing commander, Major Brainard, is moving on
to Malmstrom AFB where he will command the 341st SFS

Capt. Daniel Massey receives the 821st Security Forces Squadron guidon from Col. Lee-Volker Cox,
821st Air Base Group commander, as he assumes command during the squadron’s change-of-command
ceremony June 12 at the Top of the World Club at Thule Air Base, Greenland. As security forces commander for the air base, Captain Massey is responsible for law enforcement and security of the 254
square-mile Thule Defense Area.

Lower Monthly Payments!
Zero cash out of pocket!
7502 Willow Pines - The Alaska
3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2-car garage, full unfinished basement
This home is perfect for those that want everything on one level. You’ll find a
washer/dryer, refrigerator, garage door opener, and a full basement - all
included! This home is ready for move in. Come see!
11240 Falling Star Rd - The Nevada
3 bedroom, 2.5 bath, 2-car garage, full unfinished basement
The views are incredible, and this home has great access to the area’s
abundant trails. Included is a washer/dryer, refrigerator, garage door
opener, and a full basement. There are great schools nearby. This home
is ready for move in. Visit today!
7452 Wind Haven Tr - The Sheridan
3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2-car garage, full unfinished basement
One level living at its finest. This home flows and feels open. Included
is a washer/dryer, refrigerator, garage door opener, and a full basement.
This home is ready for move in. Open and airy!
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Many more homes are available for immediate move in!
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FOREST MEADOWS(Colorado Springs)
GRAND OPENING!
From $199,375, Black Forest Rd. & Woodman Rd.
719.648.2914

Minutes from Fort Carson
719.482.5287
All prices & availability subject to change without notice. Payments on a VA Loan with
2/1 buydown. APR not quoted. WAC through use of a preferred lender.

TUSCANY RIDGE(Fountain)
From $211,075, Lake & Fountain Mesa
719.482.5287

COUNTRYSIDE NORTH(Fountain)
From $216,075, Link & Falling Star
719.482.5287

Minutes from
Fort Carson

Visit the Space Observer online at
www.csmng.com
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U.S. Air Force photo/Jeff Nash

Rocket’s red glare
Soldiers from the 1st Space Company, 1st Space Battalion, participate in their first “Adopt-A-Missile” workday
at the Peterson Air Force Base museum in Colorado. The Soldiers gave a much needed cleaning to the
museum’s Nike Ajax surface to air missile display. The Nike Ajax was the U.S. Army’s first operational guided

SAM and saw service defending U.S. cities from air attack from 1954 to 1963. The 1st Space Battalion is
assigned to the Army Space and Missile Defense Command at Peterson. Team Peterson organizations
interested in adopting a museum aircraft or missile can contact Jeff Nash at 556-8314.
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we hope you enjoy your dining experience
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Airmen teach Iraqis Western-style command, control
By Staff Sgt. Shawn J. Jones

had to overcome many challenges.
Cultural differences are the most visible hurdle
to teaching Western methods of airpower
BAGHDAD, Iraq (AFPN) — As part of an ongoto the Iraqis.
ing process to stabilize Iraq, Airmen are teaching
The colonel said that strong relationships
command and control techniques to their counwith their Iraqi counterparts play a substantial
terparts at the Iraqi air operations center at Camp
role in the advisors’ ability to teach command
Victory near Baghdad’s international airport.
and control structure. An earnest appreciaThe operations center is the hub that controls all
tion of Iraqi social etiquette can go a long way
Iraqi air force missions, where mission planners
toward improving the relationships between
analyze weather conditions, intelligence and the
the airmen.
status of their aircraft in order to make decisions
“We have a different sense of timeline in the
regarding the command and control of air operaWest,” Colonel Kubat said. “We tend to be a
tions within the country.
little more brusque, a little more up-front.”
A team of 10 Air Force advisors from the coalition
Iraqis typically prefer to get to know a person
air Force fraining team are teaching Western-style
before they become comfortable in working or
command and control structure to the Iraqis, most
conducting business together, he said.
of whom are more familiar with Soviet-style comAnother challenge facing the advisors is the
mand structure.
signifi
cant technology gap between the two
“In the Soviet style of managing command and
nations’ airmen. While much of U.S. Air Force
U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Christina M. Styer
control, it was very rigid,” said Lt. Col. Gary Kubat,
the top advisor at the Iraqi air operation center. Maj. Kingston Lampley advises an Iraqi air operations center officer about maintaining an air tasking business is accomplished on computers, the
“Any decisions that were made had to be made by order at the Iraqi Air Operations Center at Camp Victory, Iraq, May 28. Major Lampley is a military Iraqis more commonly rely on paper or verthe top.”
transition team member, advising Iraqi officers concerning the day-to-day operations in their air bal dialogue. This forces the advisors to inWestern command and control encourages operations center. The Iraqi AOC is run completely by Iraqi military officers and advised by Air Force novatively adjust their systems and programs
more information sharing throughout command military transition team officers. The AOC MTT is responsible for teaching and preparing the Iraqi that would normally run on a computer into
a manner that is more accessible to the Iraqi
channels so that airmen aren’t totally reliant on military to take over AOC operations independent from the U.S. military.
airmen’s work culture.
the highest levels of leadership to get things done.
sions that contribute to the security of the Iraqi people and
“Very often we’ll scratch our heads and say,
Colonel Kubat said he has spent the past year
encouraging Iraqis to empower their mid-level com- their democratic government. This year, Iraqi surveillance ‘Yeah, that could work,’ and it actually ends up working more
manders to make more decisions that are appropriate aircraft exposed smugglers who were damaging the govern- effectively than what we would have put it place,” Colonel
ment’s oil pipeline.
Kubat said.
for their level.
Additionally, other Iraqi aircraft flew above a religious
The operations center, like the Iraqi air force, will expand
In its position between the Iraqi air force’s top leaders
and the tactical units who perform the missions, the opera- pilgrimage, discouraging terrorist groups from attacking rapidly over the course of the next few years. While only 12
Iraqis work there now, that number will soar to 88 within
tions center fulfi lls a key role in Western-style command them.
“Th
is,
in
turn,
tends
to
makes
the
population
a
little
bit
a year, and finding the right airmen to staff the opening is
and control.
Initially for the Iraqis, the changes in command structure happier with their government because things are becom- a considerable challenge.
ing more stable,” Colonel Kubat said. “While they may not
“Right now what you have is a military where previous
were as foreign as the Airmen who were teaching them.
“When it first started out, there weren’t a lot of Iraqis recognize the direct impact of the air force, they’re seeing air force officers have come in from the old regime — and
looking to do command and control,” the colonel said. “They their government as an entity become more secure, more they’ve been vetted and are trustworthy — and they’ve been
taken into senior leadership positions,” the colonel said.
didn’t quite understand that they had decisions to make at stable and providing for their needs.”
The public’s improved confidence in their government
These senior-level airmen have military experience, but
this level. When anything would happen, they would push
they are not yet comfortable with the Western-style of comit up the leadership chain and expect somebody else to make should make things tougher on terrorist insurgents.
“They are less likely to rebel against their government mand and control. On the opposite end of the spectrum,
the decision.”
Change is starting to take effect at the operations or provide aid to the people who are causing the problem,” there are plenty of new, inexperienced Iraqi airmen who
he said.
center.
Though they’ve experienced plenty of progress at the op“Now as we have been moving along, they have been agSee Command page 12
erations
center throughout the past year, the advisors have
gressively taking on more and more of that decision making
at lower levels,” Colonel Kubat said.
The growing capabilities of the operations center are illustrated by the increasing number of missions flown by
Iraqi airmen. Last year, the Iraqi air force flew less than
100 missions per week. In past three months, the average
weekly number of flights has jumped to 271 with a record of
383 flown in mid-April. So far this year, the Iraqi Air Force
has flown more than 5,000 missions in support of the war
on terrorism, including combat operations in Basra, Mosul
and Sadr City.
The operations center is also controlling non-combat misU.S. Air Forces Central Public Affairs
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Mission:
From page 4
cise scenarios and no-notice inspections,
General Kehler said.
“We still have some things to do to restore
everyone’s confidence in us,” he said. “All it
takes is one incident to impact the outside’s
view on whether or not we’re being good
stewards of our strategic forces.”
Although there are many changes on the
horizon for Malmstrom, F.E. Warren and
Minot AFBs, General Kehler reminded
the audience that it’s important to learn
from our mistakes and take the lessons to
heart.
“Th is is a good opportunity for us,” he
said. “That opportunity is to take this input,
and other inputs as well, to make ourselves
stronger and better.”
The commander said he was confident
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are eager to serve as junior officers while
they learn “on the job.”
Unfortunately, there is a wide chasm between the senior and junior officers. There
are very few suitable mid-level officers with
experience because Iraqi airmen were not
being developed during the time between
the first Gulf War and the current war on
terrorism.
As the senior officers draw nearer to retirement age, the lack of mid-level leadership to
take their place will be a tough challenge for
the Iraqi air force and U.S. advisors.
Another challenge is integrating Iraqi
air force operations with coalition operations. Not only must the center learn a
completely new way of doing business, it
must learn quickly so it can integrate Iraqi

in the people, the
command and
the standards,
and that the
ICBM force
is still highly creditable
and capable,
which is why
it still exists.
An important
message General Kehler
wanted to give everyone is there is no more
important mission in Air Force Space
Command than this one; being good stewards of the Nation’s nuclear deterrent means
we have high standards, and we maintain
perfection as our standard, however, we can
always be better.
“We are going to make ourselves better,” General Kehler said. “There is a way
forward to making ourselves better. And
I look forward to leading this team to do
it.”

air force activities into the coalition’s air
missions.
Colonel Kubat said the challenge of implementing a Western-style air force can be
overcome, but it should not be rushed.
“Change here isn’t going to happen any
where near as fast as what Americans like.
That’s not the mentality here in the Middle
East,” he said. “Things take time.”
Learning the intricacies of Western-style
command and control won’t happen overnight, but the advisors plan to stick around
until the mission is accomplished.
“The Iraqi airmen, and especially their
chief of staff Lt. Gen. Kamal Barzanjy,
are especially grateful for the expertise
and sacrifice the coalition air force training team advisors are giving,” said Brig.
Gen. Brooks Bash, CAFTT commander.
“They know they have a long road ahead
to develop a robust command and control
capacity but they are confident because
the advisors will be with them every step
of the way.”
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AF engineers create thermal control system for space use
By Heyward Burnette
Air Force Research Laboratory Materials and Manufacturing
Directorate

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, Ohio
(AFPN) — Air Force Research Laboratory engineers here
have successfully integrated two existing technologies to
create a thermal emission management system suitable for
space use.
Achieving operationally responsive space capabilities
requires versatile satellites that can adapt as needed to accomplish multiple missions, and an integral part of such
adaptable satellites is a thermal control system enabling
real-time, on-orbit temperature control of the spacecraft.
In maintaining appropriate spacecraft temperature, the
system ensures proper functioning of onboard equipment.
AFRL’s newly developed thermal emission management
system is particularly well-suited for space deployment, since
it requires very little power, is compact and has minimal
data storage requirements.
Active thermal management devices generally rely on
heaters and mechanical refrigerators to control spacecraft
temperature. While these active systems can achieve realtime temperature changes to protect spacecraft from extreme
environments, they unfortunately require power supplies and
are complex and heavy. Conversely, AFRL’s new technology
not only requires little operating power, but weighs considerably less than state-of-the-art active control systems. The

Courtesy photo

Two active thermal management surfaces and four passive coatings packaged on the Materials (on the) International Space Station Experiment-6
flight module are shown. Air Force Research Laboratory engineers at
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio, have successfully integrated two
existing technologies to create a thermal emission management system
suitable for space use.
integrated device also offers the advantage of on-demand
switching between passive and active thermal control.
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In creating the efficient new thermal control capability,
AFRL engineers paired two technologies developed under
separate Small Business Innovation Research contracts.
Specifically, the new system combines the functionality of a
Sensortek, Inc., electrostatic radiator, or ESR, device with a
heat-flux-based emissivity measuring method developed by
Advanced Thermal and Environmental Concepts, Inc.
After merging the two technologies, AFRL engineers
mounted the resultant device inside a large vacuum chamber
in order to test it in a simulated space environment. Upon
obtaining a steady-state temperature, the test team supplied
voltage to one side of the ESR structure, causing the membrane to draw down into contact with the ESR structure’s
rigid surface. The embedded heat flux sensor demonstrated a
very fast response time, so the engineers were able to monitor
the hybrid device’s emissivity throughout the temperature
change. The results acquired from the ESR structure reflected significant differences in emissivity values — such
large differences are a requirement for systems designed to
facilitate a wide range of active thermal control.
Subsequent to these successful tests, the AFRL-developed
device underwent incorporation into the Materials (on the)
International Space Station Experiment-6, or MISSE-6, assembly, launched earlier this year aboard the Space Shuttle
Endeavor. MISSE-6 mission results will aid scientists in determining the new system’s viable use for official missions.
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National Guardsmen in two
states prepare for flooding
By Lt. Col. Ellen G.
Krenke
National Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Va. (AFPN)
— More than 600 National
Guardsmen in Illinois and
Missouri will continue sandbagging operations along the
Mississippi River June 16 in
an effort to thwart the floodwaters that are subsiding in
Iowa.
The Illinois and Missouri
rivers flow into the Mississippi
north of St. Louis. Unlike
1993, flooding on those rivers
is not as bad as it was then, according to local news reports.
In St. Louis floodwaters are
expected to crest at 39.4 feet
on June 20, which is about
10 feet below the record set
in 1993.
In Illinois, 400 Soldiers
and Airmen were mobilized
during the weekend to work
on the levees north and south
of Quincy, Ill. About 100 Air
National Guardsmen from
the 183rd Fighter Wing in
Springfield, Ill., the 182nd
Airlift Wing in Peoria were
mobilized on June 15 and directed to the Sny Island Levee,
which stretches for more than
50 miles in Adams and Pike
counties.
The Soldiers and Airmen
are expected to fi ll 500,000
sandbags today as they help
fortify levees along a 15-mile
Missouri National Guard photo/Gary Stevens
stretch on their side of the More than 600 National Guardsmen in Illinois and Missouri will continue sandbagging operations along the
swollen Mississippi near Mississippi River June 16 in an effort to thwart the floodwaters that are subsiding in Iowa. Guardsmen fill
Quincy, according to the sandbags in Clarksville, Mo., an area expected to receive more floodwater this week. In Illinois, 400 Soldiers
Associated Press.
and Airmen were mobilized during the weekend to work on the levees north and south of Quincy, Ill. About 100
“Guardsmen are working Air National Guardsmen from the 183rd Fighter Wing in Springfield, Ill., the 182nd Airlift Wing in Peoria were
with local volunteers, Illinois mobilized June 15.
Emergency Management
Agency personnel, local auHannibal and Clarksville. There are also liaison officers
thorities and other state agencies, making heroic efforts to working with officials in Clark, Lewis, Marion, Ralls, Pike
protect critical infrastructures and lives,” said Maj. Gen. and Lincoln counties.
William Enyart, the adjutant general of the Illinois National
An additional 65 Soldiers will be mobilized today to supGuard. “(We) have the full support of the governor, state port the communities of Clarksville and Hannibal, said Capt.
legislators and federal official in coping with the largest Tammy Spicer, the state public affairs officer.
flood since the record-breaking flood of 1993.”
Missouri National Guard units supporting the flood reGeneral Enyart said more National Guard troops are sponse efforts include the 1438th Engineer Company (Bridge)
available if needed.
from Macon and Kirksville, the 1138th Transportation
Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich has declared 15 Illinois coun- Company from Jefferson Barracks and Centertown, the 835th
ties as disaster areas.
Combat Sustainment Support Battalion from Jefferson City,
“We’re at a very critical juncture in the fight against the and the 70th Troop Command and the 1035th Maintenance
Mighty Mississippi, and I am committed to providing every Company, both from Jefferson Barracks.
possible state resource we can to help protect these threatened
“The Missouri National Guard has a trained, disciplined
communities,” Governor Blagojevich said. “In addition to force ready to meet the challenge of the rising waters,” said
our many National Guard troops and other personnel and Maj. Gen. King Sidwell, adjutant general of the Missouri
assets already in the region, I am encouraging my state National Guard.
agency directors to allow their employees who are certified
These mobilizations are a result of an executive order
as American Red Cross volunteers to help out during this signed by Missouri Gov. Matt Blunt on June 11. The will
emergency. We all need to pull together and help our fellow remain on duty until released by local authorities and the
Illinoisans during their time of great need.”
governor.
In Missouri, about 200 Soldiers are monitoring the levees
“We remain engaged with local officials along the river
in Canton and West Quincy and sandbagging in Canton, working to anticipate future needs,” Captain Spicer said.
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Deployed fathers find ways
to keep in touch with families

15
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By Senior Airman
Carolyn Viss
379th Air Expeditionary Wing Public
Affairs

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Domonique Simmons

SOUTHWEST ASIA (AFPN) —
This Father’s Day, many deployed
servicemembers have mixed feelings about being away from their
children and having their “area of
responsibility” shift from the home
front to the war front.
But many fathers in the AOR feel
their commitment to their families
is also a big part of their identity as
Airmen.
“I am an Airman to provide
security for my family and my
country,” said Chief Master Sgt.
Eric Welsh, who served as the acting 379th Air Expeditionary Wing
command chief for May. “The two
are inextricably tied together. I love
my country and family, and I talk
about my duty to my chosen profession with them.”
Part of that commitment is
keeping in touch with children at
home and including them in your Chief Master Sgt. Eric Welsh properly clears the barrel of his M-9
deployment, he said. This can be handgun June 12 at a Southwest Asian air base. Staff Sgt. Torrey
challenging at times, but it is still Kilpatrick observes and double-checks the barrel as a safety prefeasible here.
caution. Both are assigned to the 379th Expeditionary Security
“I like e-mail and morale calls,” Forces Squadron.
the chief said. “I build a set time
to call and they are always availdidn’t want to be away from home as much
able or try to be. It helps to have a routine. as he knew he would be as a defender.
My son also e-mails me questions he has on
“This is the first time I’ve been deployed
homework and school stuff and that keeps since my kids were born,” Sergeant Cruz said.
me in the loop and connected. I will give “When I told them I had to deploy, my son
advice and e-mail back.”
asked, ‘Are you and your legal forces going
Most first sergeants have calling cards that to help Soldiers fight?’ They know this is my
are available for Airmen in their units to job, and they have a lot of love for America,
use to keep in touch with loved ones, Chief even at their young ages.”
Welsh said.
He said he is keeping the tradition of bedAdditionally, the Airman and Family time reading alive by reading to them on
Readiness Centers offer families many op- DVD, and is getting ready to send them a
tions to keep in touch. From letter packets, care package — something to “distract”
which include stationary, envelopes and them from missing him so much.
stickers; to phones, computers, Web cams
“You can’t lose sight of why you’re doing what
and fax machines; to seminars on “Staying you’re doing,” the Airman of 15 years said.
connected” and “New dads,” the ARC staff
Chief Welsh said it can be a difficult balis ready to help in any way possible.
ance at times.
“Celebrating fathers in the AOR should
“I have to maintain a life balance to operate
(happen) not only on Father’s Day but also at peak performance for my mission. I have
every day, and you can do that by staying con- to be aware of what a good balance is for
nected with your family,” said Master Sgt. Bob me between my God (spirituality), country
Monteagudo, the ARC superintendent.
and Air Force, and my family,” the father
Your family still needs dad to call home, of two teens said. “(Airmen) are engaged
when he can, from the latest deployed site, in the biggest battle we’ve ever been in, and
to help out with math problems or discuss it’s difficult not to get so wrapped up in the
issues of adolescent life with, Chief Welsh business of executing an air campaign that
said. The biggest challenge for Air Force fa- we neglect our children’s needs.”
thers is being a good father on the move and
Being a good father helps set the foundacommunicating efficiently with home.
tion for children to rise up into adults, Chief
Tech. Sgt. Miguel Cruz, a 379th AEW Welsh said. “Integrity, service before self, and
paralegal, whose sons are ages 7 and 6, cross- excellence are principles I learned from my
trained from security forces to his current mother and father. I can’t think of a better
Air Force specialty code because when he and role model (for children) than Airmen in the
his wife, Rosie, wanted to start a family, he service of our country.”
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Contracting/Finance team looks good in season opener
By Walt Johnson
CSMNG

The 21st Contracting and 21st Comptroller Squadrons
have combined forces this year in the Peterson intramural
recreation league and the team looked as good as gold
June 5 as it defeated Team Colorado 30-13 to begin its
season.
The Contracting/Finance team looked to be in midseason form offensively as it blasted hit after hit against
Team Colorado.
The team was able to hit long drives and base hits when
it needed to keep a good comfortable margin on the Team
Colorado squad.
That the Contracting/Finance team looked so good in
its season opener was contrary to the way the team thinks
of itself. Jason Phillips, Contracting/Finance coach, said
his team looks to participate in the intramural league
for the pure pleasure of being able to play a sport and
having some fun.
He said his team is not concerned about winning and
losing during the season as it showed last year. The team
played loose and care free last year and that earned it a
trip to the playoffs where it lost in the second round of
the playoffs.
“We had a couple of practices in the offseason and we
were able to work on hitting the ball,” Coach Phillips said.
“We have also taken off the pressure of trying to win all the
time and that helps us relax when we are playing. We are
out here to have fun exercise and see what happens.”
Losing in the second round of the playoffs would probably make most teams angry but this group of athletes has
a unique way of looking at playing intramural softball.
Coach Phillips said the team wants to put its priorities in
the right order and then see what happens from there.
“We have about eight guys back from last year’s team.
We are a team that is not necessarily here because winning is the only thing. We have a team that likes to have
fun and play the game,” Coach Phillips said. “Winning
is really secondary to us (at this point in the season) because we just want to come out and have fun, build some
camaraderie and build some relationships within the two
units and our co-workers.”
“We made the playoffs and lost in the second round.
We were a little surprised to have gotten there and once
we did we wanted to win at that point. When we made the

CSMNG photo/Walt Johnson

Team Colorado’s Dan Pocius, right, scores a run for his team during intramural softball action June 12 at the Peterson Air Force Base Fitness and
Sports softball complex, located in Colorado.
playoffs our philosophy shifted to since we are here why
not try to win some games? We had the same philosophy
last year and after we made the playoffs and we won enough
games to get to the playoffs then that competitive nature
kicked in and gave us some extra push to play well in the
playoffs,” Coach Phillips added.
Contracting/Finance has some talented players on its
team make no mistake about that.
They know they are good enough to compete in the
recreation league with just about anyone but they have
a demeanor about them that is refreshing in this age of
winning is the only thing according to Coach Phillips.

Look Mom,
We’re Free!

“We realize that we don’t have the type of talent that
could win in a competitive league. We know we are good
enough to have a lot of fun and win some games but not
good enough to challenge in a competitive league. If we
make the playoffs this we want to go a little further than
we did last year. When I look at the team we have this year
I know we are talented enough to do some good things this
year and if we play all year like we played in the fi rst game
(against Team Colorado) then I think we can defi nitely go
further in the playoffs this year, but our goal is to come
out and have fun, get some exercise and play softball,”
Coach Phillips said.
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