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Acting SECAF Donley shares perspective with Airmen
By Ed White
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

The U.S. Air Force Core Values of Integrity First, Service
Before Self and Excellence in All We Do will remain in place,
said Acting Secretary of the Air Force Michael B. Donley
during his first visit to an Air Force base since being named
to the position.
In a candid town-hall style meeting with members of Air
Force Space Command, Mr. Donley directly addressed the
position he finds himself in as the newly appointed Acting
Secretary of the Air Force, effective about two weeks ago.
“We are working through the issues confronting the Air
Force,” he said, referring to the nuclear enterprise issues and
others that caused his predecessor to resign. “We need to
build back inner confidence in our Air Force and we need
to rebuild our credibility.”
Mr. Donley outlined three perspectives he brings to this
position based on his previous experience.
“The first thing you will get from me is ‘jointness,’“ he
said. “The Air Force is one part of a big team.”
He outlined some of the ways the Air Force contributes to
the ongoing joint fight in Iraq, Afghanistan and the Global
War on Terror both in the United States and around the
world.
“I know the Air Force is contributing lots of mission sets
and capabilities, and it is an impressive array, I can tell you,”
said Mr. Donley.
A related theme is the support to the Global War on
Terrorism.
“This is a priority for this Air Force,” he said. “We have over
See SECAF page 16

U. S. Air Force photo by Duncan Wood

Acting Secretary of the Air Force Michael B. Donley (left) is greeted by Gen. C. Robert Kehler, commander of Air Force Space Command (right) and
Gen. Gene Renuart, commander of U.S. Northern Command and the North American Aerospace Defense Command upon his arrival at Peterson
Air Force Base. Mr. Donley visited four bases on July 1-2 to discuss his perspectives and address the issues facing the Air Force.

AFSPC GPS operation supports critical
aspects of national and international life
By Ed White

U.S. Air Force photo/ Roberta McDonald

Air Force Space Command Public Affairs Office

21st Medical Support Squadron change of command
Lt. Col. Andrew Cole (right) assumes command of the 21 Medical Support Squadron from Col.
Mark Allen, 21st Medical Group commander, during a change of command ceremony June 25 at
the Peterson Air Force Base Club, Colo. Colonel Cole comes to the squadron from Travis Air Force
Base, Calif. where he was the resource management flight commander. The outgoing commander,
Lt. Col. MaryEllen Winkler is moving to the Multi Service Market Office at Fort Carson, Colo.
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What started as the simple idea of a clock in
space with an absolutely known location to aid
the U.S. military in navigation has given birth
to a technological explosion with reverberations
throughout the world. Not only are Americans
empowered by this technology, scientists from
Asia, aviators and airport managers in Africa
and farmers in Europe are becoming safer and
more productive because of it.
What is being done with this “very accurate
clock?” On the military side it provides precision
strike capabilities, the locations of friendly forces
and vehicles, timing and much, much more.
The military was the earliest and most noted
beneficiary of GPS technology, and probably
is the user that comes to mind first for most
people. However, the civilian world has benefited
tremendously from GPS, too, and much less is
known about that aspect of the story.
“GPS is not just an American capability,”
General Hyten said. “GPS has become the gold
standard for the world. Our job is to maintain
that gold standard. And we are going to do it
because it is critical to so many capabilities in
the military and civilian worlds.”
Some ways GPS touches us all include:
Timing: According to the GPS website, precise
time is crucial to a variety of economic activities
around the world. Communication systems,
electrical power grids, and financial networks
all rely on precision timing for synchronization
and operational efficiency. The free availability

Wildfires

Installation Acquisition

Airmen from the 302nd AW continue to
fight the blazes in California

Changing the way Air Force does
business
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U.S. Air Force photo by Msgt Richard Freeland

Beginning in the 1970s, GPS satellites have been launched
into space so that now there are more than thirty orbiting the
planet, providing accurate, free, timing information that is
used in a huge number of civil endeavors, from banking to
tracking the movement of goods and keeping traffic moving
smoothly in cities and towns across the globe.
of GPS time has enabled cost savings for companies that depend on precise time. They can
link to the GPS system at no cost and get the
See Operation page 16
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Pikes Peak Lodge prepares for
Innkeeper Award, upcoming events
By Col Jay Raymond

Col.
Jay Raymond

21st Space Wing commander

Already selected as number one in Air Force
Space Command, the 21st Services Squadron’s
Pikes Peak Lodge will now compete against
other major commands for the Air Force
Innkeeper Award.
The Air Force Innkeeper Award program
was created in 1981 and is managed by the
Air Force Services Agency Lodging Branch.
The award is presented annually to recognize
the lodging operation that provides the most
outstanding hotel-type lodging and customer
service to the Air Force traveler.
From July 17 — 22, a team of three evaluators representing the Services Agency will visit
and witness our professional lodging operation and staff. They will also come equipped
with a 30-page checklist, covering things like
front desk operations, housekeeping and customer service, to evaluate our ability to provide support to travelers. Similar to the recent
Air Force Curtis E. LeMay evaluation, the
Innkeeper Award’s purpose is to encourage
innkeepers to improve their management and
operation of lodging facilities.
I had the pleasure of visiting our lodging
operation July 3, an AFSPC family day, where
I found a full management and support staff
continuing daily operations. As I entered the
lobby, I was met by Master Sgt. Manny Perez.
I was pleased with the sheer professionalism
and dedication he displayed. Sergeant Perez
left an inherent confidence in my mind that
he had firm control over his organization
and the staff was prepared and devoted to
winning. I thank the entire lodging team for
committing to excellence; things continue to

21st Space
Wing
commander
reach an exceedingly exceptional rate, and
you should be proud.
Under the management of Joey Sanchez,
the Pikes Peak Lodge general manager, the
lodging team has re-doubled its efforts in providing unsurpassed installation support and
superior service. To name only a few of the
most recent improvements, her leadership was
responsible for wireless internet installation in
the lobby, flat-screen television upgrades in all
visiting quarters and installation of low-flow
shower heads that save an estimated 1 million
gallons of water per year. Overall, there have
been $1.3 million worth of upgrades in the
last three years alone. Thanks again, Joey,
for the continued support. We continue to
rely on your team for all the VIP visits and
special events.
Speaking of special events, this month’s deployed families’ picnic, an evening dedicated
to supporting families that are separated due
to deployments abroad, will be highlighted by
a “Concert in the Park” 5:30 — 7:30 p.m. July
11 at the Peterson Parade Field. The concert
is open to the entire Team Peterson family,
while the picnic is intended for the deployed
families and brought to you by the Peterson

and Schriever Diamond councils.
Another important upcoming event is the
Pikes Peak or Bust Rodeo. From July 9 — 12,
the 68th annual rodeo returns to the NorrisPenrose Event Center Arena and on July 12,
the rodeo will host an AFSPC night.
Why do I consider this an important event?
For 60 years, the rodeo has been committed to
both serving and honoring the area’s military.
In fact, Pikes Peak or Bust Rodeo has donated
more than $1.5 million to a multitude of special interest programs, such as the Peterson
“Caring Through Sharing” program, a program for families facing hard times and in
need of assistance. We owe a debt of gratitude
for their faithful support to the military community each year, and I hope to see you at one
of the many events happening this week.

Submitting Action Lines
The Action Line is a direct link to the 21st
Space Wing commander. It should be used
when other avenues have failed. Concerns
should be addressed at the lowest possible
level in the chain of command and elevated
as necessary.
If satisfactory results have not been attained
by addressing the chain of command, call the
Action Line at 556-7777 or fax 556-7848.
Though not required, Action Line users
should leave point-of-contact information
when submitting an Action Line. This will
allow those who are addressing the concern to
clarify the information and respond, if necessary. Not all responses are printed; however,
if information allows, a response will be rendered in another format.

GRAND OPENING!
Homes ready NOW

Lorson Ranch is a 1,400 acre Master Planned community with 169 acres of Open Space including Parks and
Trail corridors. There are 5 school sites (3 elementary, 2 middle school) and a planned recreation center.
Grand Opening special:
The Dubois: 1,271 square feet,
3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 bathrooms, and an
unfinished basement: $193,875
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Up to 4 bedrooms. Up to 2,928 sq. ft. All Lorson Ranch
homes come standard with unfinished basement, full yard
landscaping and fence, two or three-car garage, vaulted
ceilings, rounded corners, smooth top range, and
cultivated stone fronts.
Fontaine Blvd & Marksheffel Road
Minutes from the bases!

Kevin Hart
719-352-1254
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Come visit us today.
All availability, offers and pricing subject to change without prior notice.
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Tech. Sgt. Robert Leaman of the 21st Civil Engineer Squadron.

U.S Air Force photo/Roberta McDonald

Lon P. Matejczyk

The 21st Space Wing First Knight winner for the week of July 10 is

Duty Title:

Walt.Johnson@csmng.com

ADVERTISING
Advertising Director/GM
Tex Stuart
Tex.Stuart@csmng.com

Tammy Fogall
Tammy.Fogall@csmng.com

Heating, Ventilation, and Air
Conditioning Craftsman

Hometown:
Greenville, S.C.

Time in Air Force:
13 years

Kathleen Gannon

Favorite thing about being in the Air Force:

Kathleen.Gannon@csmng.com

Hobbies:

Linda Stuart
Linda.Stuart@csmng.com

Motorcycling, playing football, and
spending time with his wife and children

Classified Ad Manager
Heidi Witherington

Favorite music:

Heidi.Witherington@csbj.com

ART DEPARTMENT
Art Director

Southern Rock, especially the band
“Blackfoot”

Last good book read:

Rowdy Tompkins
Rowdy.Tompkins@csbj.com

Assistant Production
Manager

Professional Development Guide

Last good movie seen:
“10,000 BC”

Jeff Adcox

“Really it’s the entire military experience. It’s a combination of meeting new people, seeing new places, serving my country, being given responsibilities beyond
my years of experience, and the general camaraderie
that comes with being a part of the service. I met and
married my wife in the Air Force, have made friends all
over the world, I’ve had the chance to see and do things
no one else in the civilian sector could ever dream of, and have
been gifted with a broader outlook on what is going on in the world and
what many other countries besides my own have to offer. I’m proud to
have had the chance to be a part of something bigger than I thought I’d
ever have the opportunity to.”

Jeff.Adcox@csmng.com

Why he was selected for this award:
“Sergeant Leaman is capable of outstanding things. When
the air conditioning went out in building 982 the day before
a distinguished visitors were scheduled to come through,
Sergeant Leaman leapt into action. He placed an emergency
order for the broken part, which arrived later that day. Once
the part was in, he led a seven-man team to install the needed

part in record time. Not satisfied with just replacing the part,
Sergeant Leaman monitored the unit during the next day’s
visit to ensure there were no problems. Sergeant Leaman did
an outstanding job and represents the finest of the Air Force’s
NCO core.”
— 1st Lt. Brennan Howell, 21st Civil Engineer Squadron
maintenance engineering deputy chief

Winning Smiles For Everyone!
EXPERIENCED, CARING AND GENTLE
ATTENTION PRE-OWNED BUYERS!
Buy
A Pre-Owned Vehicle From

Triple Your Economic
Stimulus Check!
CASTLE ROCK

Medved

You must buy or lease from Medved to qualify. $600 individual
economic stimulus payments tripled to a max of $1800. Cannot be
used in conjunction with other offers. W.A.C. See Medved for details.

Receive
Or $3500And
Trade
in Guarantee!
Push, Pull, or Drag!

1,000 Gallons

W.A.C. Must present proof of trade ownership prior to negotiations.
Excludes dealer demos, other adv units. Must present $3500 trade
in offer prior to negotiations

Of Gas.

Or No Trade?
Don’t want to use
2007 Chevy
Silverado
stock# P2032 only 8000
miles ..................... 22,999
your
stimulus
check?
2003 Hummer H2 stock# EB46744A loaded ........................................ 17,999
Westock#will
make the
2006 Ford F-150
R641487A only 12,000 miles........................... 17,999
2007
GMC three
Sierra 2500payments
stock# F196575a – Diesel SLTfor
4X4 ...............
32,999
first
you!
Purchase Price $12,999 Minimum. No Push, Puill Or Drag, W.A.C. Based On $3.75/ Gallon.
Not Valid With Any Other Offers.
$
$

Cosmetic Dentistry
Bonding & Veneers
Root Canal Therapy
Childrens Dentistry
Crowns & Bridges
Orthodontics
Teeth Whitening
Oral Surgery
Dentures
Implants
Wisdom Teeth
White Fillings
Porcelain Laminates
Gum Care

PROVIDER FOR ACTIVE MILITARY DEPENDENTS

Personal Dentistry with a Soft Touch for
Children, Parents & Grandparents.

$
$

$
2006 Dodge
2500advertisement
stock# 8195069a
Diesel 4x4 loaded
WAC.Ram
Must present
prior to –negotiations.
Excludes.......... 27,799
demos, any adv units. Offer for pre owned vehicles only.

Prices do not include Push, Pull, Drag or 1000 gallons of gas

SAME DAY EMERGENCY CARE
Just Minutes North of Academy

Just Minutes North of Academy

www.medved.com
www.medved.com
877-8123
Mark
Varia
(888) (888)
877-8123
AskAsk
for for
Brent
McMillen

597-9737

www.powersdentalgroup.com
Caring For Smiles Since 1974
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Installation Acquisition Transformation

Changing the way Air Force does business
By Ed White
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

It is said that warfighters win battles, and
logisticians win wars. What hasn’t been said
is that the acquisition team provides both
with the beans, bombs and bullets to get it
done. Effective acquisition strategies can be
as important to ultimate victory as effective
battle strategies.
In late 2005, Mr. Charlie E. Williams
Jr., deputy assistant secretary of the
Air Force for contracting chartered the
Installation Contracting Realignment
Study. The study examined the state of
installation acquisition support within the
Continental United States or CONUS. The
analysis revealed tactical or local rather
than strategic or Air Force-wide contracting and acquisition customer support. It
also showed an inconsistent use of skilled
contracting resources and an inability to
leverage economies of scale for the Air
Force. Essentially the system was driven
from the bottom up. A new structure will
work from the top down.
“The current construct is not effective. We
can no longer sustain 71 separate buying offices across the United States to support our
warfighters,” said Col. Harold Cunningham,
provisional director of the 790th Installation
Acquisition Group here.
The result of the study is the formation of
the Installation Acquisition Transformation
effort.
“IAT is driven by two forces,” said
Col. Mark Hobson, Air Force Materiel
Command. “Our Air Force is telling us we
have to fi nd money to recapitalize our aircraft. Restructuring the contracting/acquisition function is our contribution. It will
help our Air Force operate more effectively
and provide money back to recapitalize. The
second force is the operations tempo. We

U.S. Air Force graphic by Fredy Arguello

The Air Force is restructuring the installation acquisition support function to centralize the process. It will draw
in from 71 separate locations buying the things the force needs to function from day to day to five regional
centers. Among other benefits, these centers will find commonalities in the purchasing of goods and services
so that the Air Force will reap the benefits of savings based on bulk purchases.
have an opstempo that is driving us hard.
We are deploying our military while our
civilians at home have to take up that extra
work. By centralizing the effort more and
working across the Air Force through the
five regional contracting centers we will
help reduce the workload, provide savings
back to the Air Force and still support our
warfighters with all the things they need
every single day.”
The end result of IAT is a more centralized effort utilizing five regional centers
with small footprint offices at the individual

bases. Peterson AFB is one of those regional
centers.
The plan calls for the movement of part of
the workforce from the 71 current offices to
the regional centers.
“We are going about this as deliberately as
possible,” said Colonel Cunningham. “We
are following the rules and guidelines to the
letter so that we can take care of our folks
the way they deserve.”
This change will not happen overnight.
“We are not going to move anyone until
fiscal year 2010, and probably not until the

second quarter because that is when the
funds are programmed to be available for
the effort,” Colonel Cunningham added.
“And the migration itself will take about
three fiscal years.”
So, how is this different than the current
system?
In the current system, 71 different buying offices concentrate only on purchasing
items for their base. In the new structure,
the regional centers will be able to purchase
common items across all the bases in the
region and get better pricing by buying
volume.
Purchasing items like cleaning supplies,
computers, office supplies and even basewide communications support will generate savings across the board. The savings
will be magnified as each region cross talks
with all the other regions to purchase these
common items.
When this process is applied against the
approximately $13-billion dollar purchasing
effort for the Air Force in any given year, the
savings can be very large indeed.
“Sue Payton, Assistant Secretary of the Air
Force (Acquisition) said of IAT: “Air Force
leadership recognizes that an increased emphasis on strategic sourcing will improve
customer service, reduce purchasing costs,
and accelerate delivery of goods to installation customers.”
Colonel Cunningham added, “As dramatic
as this change is, I think it is a great opportunity to make our Air Force better able to
respond to the challenges of today and the
ones we anticipate tomorrow. I also think
this new construct will provide our highly
talented contracting work force with tremendous opportunities to expand their skills in
pursuit of strategic contracting.”
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Introducing the new Mountaineer Sky Ride…an open-air,
chairlift-style ride through the skies over Cheyenne
Mountain Zoo, offering spectacular views of the
mountains, city and plains. Available with
or without Zoo admission,
it’s high adventure!
Hours: 9 a.m. to dark
as weather permits
Ages 12 and over: $5.00
Ages 3-11: $4.00
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CALENDAR / BASE BRIEFS
Thursday, Jul 10

JEA food drive
The Junior Enlisted Association is holding a food drive
from July 7 to 18. Non-perishable items, such as peanut
butter, pasta, and canned goods, will be collected through
all 21st Space Wing squadrons during the entire drive and
at the Commissary July 15 and 16. Food collected will go
to the First Sergeants food bank here, which supports local civilian and military personnel. For more information,
contact Tech. Sgt. Tina Timmerman at 556-1763.

Wednesday, Jul 23

Healthcare Consumer’s Advisory Council
meeting can
The Healthcare Consumer’s Advisory Council scheduled
for 3 p.m. July 23 in The Club has been canceled. The next
HCAC schedule for Peterson AFB will be 3 p.m. Oct. 22
in The Club. For more information, call Mr. Ric Carlson
at 556-1016.

Tuesday, Jul 29

Professional Golf Clinic
A free golf clinic by Andy Bean, a competitor in the 2008
U.S. Senior Open, is 5 p.m. July 29 at the Silver Spruce Golf
Course. For more information call the Peterson pro shop
at 556-7414.

WHAT YOU SHOULD K NOW:

Road Closure
The 21st Civil Engineer Squadron is repairing Stewart
Avenue between Malmstrom Street and Paine Street and
Paine Street between Stewart Avenue and Ent Avenue from
June 23 to July 11. The roads will be repaired in phases to
allow for one lane of traffic in each direction during the
work. Paine Street will be closed between Stewart and Ent
for a period during June 26, July 7 and 8 and a detour route
will be established.

Mandatory briefing For separating members
All military members separating within 180 days must
call Master Sgt. Jennifer Tucker at 556-0151 for a mandatory out-processing briefing. For a palace chase briefing, call
Sergeant Tucker at 556-0151.

Travel card services provider to change
Citibank will succeed Bank of America Nov. 30 as provider
of Air Force government travel card services. Air Force

members and civilian employees don’t need to take any action other than ensuring their mailing address with Bank
of America is correct. Citibank will use that information for
its card distribution, which starts in mid-August.

ABU Wear reminder for officers
As a reminder, officers are only authorized to wear subdued
cloth or subdued metal rank on the Airman Battle Uniform
cap. For more information refer to the Air Force Personnel
Center message 072013Z SEP 07, specifically paragraph 8
listed below.
“8.... Rank placement on ABU identical to BDU/DCU.
Subdued metal rank only authorized for officers on ABU,
including hats and APECS outergarments. Sewn on cloth
rank authorized for all.”
For the entire message with more useful ABU wear guidance visit: https://ask.afpc.randolph.af.mil.

Mitchell Street closed until further notice
Mitchell Street, east of Westover Street, closed May 5 due
to new housing construction. The road closure is permanent.
Members seeking access to this portion of base will be rerouted through Selfridge and Otis Streets. Stay with www.
peterson.af.mil for the latest in base housing and construction news.

Operation Purple Camp volunteers needed
Summer volunteers are needed for the YMCA’s Operation
Purple Camp. Co-sponsored by the Peterson Airman and
Family Readiness Center, volunteers will be needed for July
6-11. Those wishing to volunteer should call the A&FRC at
556-6304 or pick up an application at their office in Building
350. The camp is for children ages 6-10 who are affected by
military deployment.

Colorado motor vehicle law changed
In 2007, Colorado Gov. Bill Ritter signed House Bill
07-1352, causing it to become a law in August of that year.
The new law included several changes affecting active-duty
military members and veterans, with the most significant
change involving annual vehicle ownership tax in the state
of Colorado. Under the new law, an active-duty service
member is exempt from the annual Colorado vehicle ownership tax as long as they are in Colorado on military orders
and are a legal resident of another state, and the vehicle
is owned solely by the active-duty member or jointly with
the active-duty member’s spouse. Th is means that as long
as the active-duty member’s name is on the title, he or she
will not have to pay Colorado taxes on the vehicle. However,
the vehicle will still be taxed if it is in the active-duty dependent’s name only. For more information, call the 21st

Space Wing legal office at 556-4871.

New DRMO contract changes Peterson
processes
Offices that purchase equipment or materials on a Form
9 or their Government Purchase Card are responsible for
delivery of old equipment to DRMO at Ft. Carson. Drop
off times are 7 - 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 - 2:30 p.m. Mondays,
Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Equipment that require turnin at DRMO include, but are not limited to, desks, chairs,
fi ling cabinets’, shredders, credenzas, microwaves, beds,
pencil sharpeners, staplers, clocks, speakers, telephones and
couches. For information or to schedule a DRMO drop off,
call 536-9689.

Privately-owned weapons registration
required
Members living in Peterson housing are reminded to
register privately-owned weapons with the 21st Security
Forces Squadron armory. Members must fi le an Air Force
Form 1314 with their signature as well as their commanders.
AF Form 1314s can be dropped off at Bldg. 1376. For more
information, call 556-7066.

Off limits areas established
The following locations within the Colorado Springs
area and El Paso county are off limits to U.S. Air Force
personnel:
Happy Hour Bar & Grill
1677 Jet Wing Dr.
Rental Properties owned by Alma Patrick
8 separate addresses
Kinja Clinic
1729 Crest Place
Siam’s Oriental Massage Parlor
1783 B Street
Moshi Spa
409 Windchime Place
Oriental Spa Massage
955 N. Powers Blvd

Family violence training
Annual domestic violence awareness training is mandatory for all units. To schedule training contact Martina
Porter at 556-8943.

Care line
Servicemembers can call the Care Line at 556-CARE
(556-2273) from 6 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. weekdays to book appointments, or anytime at www.tricareonline.mil.

Mortgages Done Right

AL SERRA BODY SHOP
230 N. Academy Blvd.

Your VA Mortgage Authority

Active Duty Military 10% OFF*
entire body & paint repair bill

When it’s time to get Your Loan…..

Offer Expires 9/1/08

Please dial (719) Our-Loan (687-5626)
email us at SFILOANS@hotmail.com

LICENSED BONDED & INSURED
Exclusively serving Colorado since 1997

FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT
• Bar & Lounge Areas • In Room Coffee
• High Speed Internet • Outdoor Swimming Pool
Tennis Courts • Gyms & Saunas • Room Service

In The

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Daily Specials
Large & Small Conference Rooms

Buy One Get One Free Breakfast & Lunch
(with military ID, Dine in only through 7/31/08)

Located on the Southwest corner of Airport and Academy at 411 Lakewood Circle
Satellite Hotel • 719-596-6800 • Landing Fire Grill & Bar 719-660-0340

For details call 574-3063 ask for Steve
*Discount only valid with this coupon

Little People, Big Smiles
Technology
Technology with
with aa Caring
Caring Touch
Touch
Specialized
Specialized treatment
treatment planning
planning for
for all
all ages
ages
Treatment under conscious sedation and general-anesthesia
Digital radiography for pinpoint treatment plans and
reduced radiation exposure
Parents can stay with children during treatment
Delta
Dental,
Tri Care
Dental,
United
Concordia,
Cigna
Delta
Dental,
Tri Care
Dental,
United
Concordia
and Care Credit plans accepted

Healthy Smiles are
Beary Special

Jeﬀ Kahl, DDS
Derek Kirkham, DDS
Committed to
your children’s
oral health!

Welcoming New Patients
9480 Briar Village Point, Suite 301 • (719) 522-0123
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Missile wings redesignated, regain history
space wing designator was a time of mixed messages. There
was a nuclear missile fleet to maintain and extremely high
standards of maintenance and training to adhere to and yet,
these Airmen were, perhaps, the only wings in the Air Force
whose names did not reflect their everyday function.
Col. Sandy Finan, the head of the nuclear capabilities in
the Air, Space and Nuclear Operations directorate (A3N)
for Air Force Space Command said, “We operate, maintain,
support and secure our nations most powerful weapons
system. That is an awesome responsibility and every one
of those Airmen, both out in the field and at the various
headquarters understand that responsibility.”
The importance of the nuclear deterrent provided by the
newly re-designated wings was captured best by Col. Michael
Morgan, commander, 90th Missile Wing.

By Ed White
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

Three of the command’s former space wings have been
redesignated to more accurately reflect their function. The
90th, 91st, and 341st Space Wings are now missile wings. This
is the final event in an action that began about a year ago.
“Today we are going back to a name of historical and
time-honored significance, built by a proud and illustrious
past. Missiles are in our blood and we are going back to our
true heritage,” said Col. Christopher Ayres, commander,
91st Missile Wing.
At the end of the Cold War, the missile wings were renamed
as space wings, beginning an unintended move away from
focusing on the important mission the wings had been created to perform. For the missileers, the decade under the

“Many nations, many allies rely on us to provide safety
and security for them. And part of that safety and security
is providing a nuclear deterrent that insures any potential
adversary out there understands that we will defend ourselves, ensure our survivability and that of our allies.”
To those outside of the missileer culture the name change
may be a small thing; however, to those members of the
wings now regaining their lineage, built by five generations
of Airmen before them, this is a very important change.
“Someone said a long time ago, history gives you perspective, but heritage gives you pride,” said Gen. C. Robert
Kehler, commander, Air Force Space Command, at a recent
museum dedication. His comment is especially applicable to
the missile wings as they step off into the future, once again
bearing the designator they were meant to have.

Congratulations to the 2008 Master Sergeant and Tech. Sergeant selects
Mark Hopkins, 21 CES
Shawn Hull, 21 CES
Anthony Llamido, 76 SPCS
Amanda Mendoza, 21 MSS
Ronald Meyers, 21 CES
Jason Milam, 821 SPTS
Dustin Mohr, 21 LRS
Robert Moody, 21 DS
James Moorehead, 4 SPCS
Keith Munroe, 821 ABG
Jose- Ortizfigueroa, 21 CES
Stacy Otte, 21 MDS
Michael Price, 21 AMS
Kelli Remmert, 21 AMS
Marc Simon, 21 SW
Ronald Simonson, 721 MSG
Bradley Staton, 21 MDOS
Daniel- Stellabotte, 21 DS
James Swihart, 21 DS
Perry Thornton, 17 TS
Tina Timmerman, 21 SW
Jacob Triplett, 76 SPCS
Sean Vandergrift, 21 SFS
Michael Vastola, 21 AMDS
Mark Wakeam, 821 SPTS
Jason White, 721 MSG

Master Sergeant
Todd Almas, 721 MSG
Troy Armitage, 21 MSS
Wendi Atchley, 821 ABG
Kenneth Bartells, 821 SFS
Ivy Bell, 21 MSS
Marc Camillieri, 21 OSS
Michael Caulder, 821 SPTS
Steven Clinger, 21 DS
Paul Czosnowski, 17 TS
Paul Dalton, 76 SPCS
Antonio Deavila, 21 CES
Matthew Deland, 17 TS
Dustin Denny, 21 DS
Gaspar Dominguez, 721 SFS
Eric Doolittle, 21 OSS
Jamie Dufrene, 21 CONS
Christopher Earnest, 21 CES
Tomeika Elmore, 21 SCS
Ashly Erickson, 21 AMS
Eric Gemmell, 16 SPCS
Kristopher Green, 21 MDSS
Daryle Griffith, 721 CS
Clarence Harris, 721 SFS
Jackson Helzer, 21 OSS
Michael Henderlong, 21 CES

Tech. Sergeant
Michael Allen, 721 CS
Willie Andino, 821 SPTS
Mario Barillas, 21 OSS
Jon Becker, 821 SFS
Robert Block, 21 DS
Shannon Brady, 21 SW
Justin Churchill, 721 CS
Robert Cordova, 21 CES
Justin Cornwell, 4 SPCS
Christopher Edgecomb, 21 MDOS
Michelle Edwards, 21 MDOS
Deborah Fisher, 21 SVS
William Fitzpatrick, 21 DS
Jeff rey Forsythe, 21 SCS
Noel Fox, 4 SPCS
Sean Gallagher, 721 SFS
Mark Goenen, 21 CES
Maria Gonzalez, 21 OSS
Melanie Guptill, 21 CPTS
Ryan Guthrie, 21 SFS
Matthew Harris, 4 SPCS
Russell Hart, 20 SPCS
Danny Hayter, 721 SFS
Michael Humphreys, 21 OSS
Jermaine Johnson, 21 SVS

Clint Lykken, 21 CES
Johnnie Marry, 721 CS
Jennifer Martin, 21 AMS
Bradford Martz, 21 CES
Charles Mathew, 12 SWS
Jerry Meeks, 21 CONS
Mari Mindachputnam 21 SVS
Jeff Morrow, 76 SPCS
Timothy Muller, 21 CES
Renante Ochinang, 21 MDOS
Manuel Painter, 21 DS
Tonya Patton, 21 MDOS
Autumn Redline, 21 AMS
Laurie Schieble, 821 SFS
Lee Sessler, 21 LRS
Eric Severs, 21 MDOS
Clayton Sims, 721 SFS
Emily Smith, 21 SW
Bryan Spradley, 21 AMS
Steven Tate, 21 MOF
Stephani Thompkins, 21 AMS
Mario Torres, 21 SCS
Chris Tschirhart, 721 SFS
Robert Wagner, 21 CES
Tina Walker, 21 AMS
Richard Wells, 12 SWS

QUALITY.
HONESTY.
INTEGRITY.

It’s the way our
homes are built.
It’s the way we
do business.

Creek Terrace

Brandy Station
Tri lvl, 3/2/2 $199,950
1327 fin sf/1655 total

Strasburg
2 sty, 3/2.5/2 $224,950
1397fin/ 1975 total

Mule Deer Crossing

Middleton
2 sty, 3/2.5/2 $199,950
1438 fin sf/ 2026 total

Port Royal
2 sty, 4/2.5/2 $244,950
2026 fin sf / 2656 total

Fairfax
2 sty, 3/2.5/2, $219,950
1498 fin sf/ 2094 total

Cape York
2sty, 3/2.5/2, $239,950
2476 total sf

Brandy Station
Tri lvl, 3/3/2
$209,950
1655 sf total

Close Out
Only
3
Remaining

CLAREMONT RANCH — Pre-Opening Sale, Homes in the Low $200’s
Buy one of our homes during the month of July and receive a $500 gift card from Lowe’s!
FOR ALL SUBDIVISIONS: As a thank you to our active military buyers (with I.D.) - we are now offering a free appliance package to be included with all home
purchases. This will include a washer, dryer, refrigerator and microwave. ALSO INCLUDED: closing costs paid by seller with preferred lender.

Creek Terrace
7111 Araia Drive
382-9130
Fountain Mesa & Araia Drive

Prices and availability subject to change without notice.
Landscaping per subdivision.
Visit our Model Homes:
Monday-Saturday 10 am-5pm Sunday 1am-5pm

www.hallmark-homes.com

Mule Deer Crossing
3989 Reindeer Circle
570-7232
Marksheffel & N. Carefree
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James and the Giant Peach (PG)
1 p.m. Saturday, July 12

U.S. Air Force photo/1st Lt. Nicole Langley

Movie Times
Antz (PG)
8 p.m. Friday, July 11

The Eye (PG-13)
7 p.m. Saturday, July 12 and 7 p.m.
Wednesday, July 16
- PG-13 for violence/terror and disturbing
content
Matilda (PG)
1 p.m. Saturday, July 19
Definitely, Maybe (PG-13)
7 p.m. Saturday, July 19 and 7 p.m.
Wednesday, July 30
- PG-13 for sexual content, including some
frank dialogue, language and smoking

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!
• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.
e referral is
No Primary Car
ply call for
necessary. Sim
t.
men
oint
app
an

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

Gen. Kevin Chilton, commander of U.S. Strategic Command, speaks to the Airmen of Thule Air Base at a Commander’s Call here July 2.

Commander of U.S. Strategic
Command visits Top of the World
By 1st Lt. Nicole Langley
821st Air Base Group Public Affairs

THULE AIR BASE, Greenland — “This trip was as
unique as going into space,” said Gen. Kevin Chilton, commander of U.S. Strategic Command at the end of his whirlwind Thule Air Base tour July 1-2.
The commander and his wife, Cathy, saw the base’s unique
space superiority mission firsthand and the men and women
who make it happen during their recent trip to the Top of
the World.
During their time here, they visited numerous sites on
base, including the 12th Space Warning Squadron’s Ballistic
Missile Early Warning Radar, the 22nd Space Operations
Squadron’s Detachment 3, as well as several quality-of-life
focused sites from dormitories to the Fitness and Sports
Center — all in less than 18 hours.
However, one of the most important parts of the trip for
the general was getting to meet the people. From a breakfast
with enlisted Airmen to lunch with company grade officers,
he took every opportunity to get to know the men and women
who carry out the mission at Thule.
At the end of his trip, he described the best part of his trip

to the DoD’s northernmost installation in the world.
“Meeting the entire Team Thule — Americans, Danes,
Canadians, Greenlanders and contractors — that was the
best part!” he explained.
After an aerial tour of the base and just part of the
232,000 acres that make up the Thule Defense area, he visited BMEWS.
While at that site, he visited the on-duty crew on the operations floor and saw the continuing progress being made to the
Upgraded Early Warning Radar. While there, he highlighted
the importance of the radar and mission that the operators
there carry out 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
“It’s absolutely vital that this radar be up all the time!”
General Chilton emphasized. “This is the cornerstone for
early warning.”
As he spoke to the group, he explained the number one rule
of any type of battle — regardless of the location, whether
it is on land, sea, in the air or in space — that is knowing
what’s on the other side of that hill.
“This site is absolutely critical for that reason,” he said.
The general also got to see and experience the newest
piece of training equipment at Thule — the 821st Security
Forces Squadron’s virtual firing range, the Engagement Skills
Trainer 2000.
Prior to April, the 821st SFS did not have a range for
any of the Airmen on base to train and maintain firing
qualifications.
Without this range training capability at Thule, he explained that it would be like going to pilot training without
ever getting into a plane.
General Chilton attributed the addition of the virtual range
to the leadership on base who worked to make it a reality.
“It’s a testament to the team that we got this range up
here,” he said.
The general also spoke to the entire Air Force population
at a Commander’s Call prior to departing the base.
“Thule is absolutely essential for the defense of the United
States of America,” he emphasized to the crowd. “Thank you
for the sacrifices you make for being up here.”
In addition to visiting numerous work centers on base and
meeting the multi-national Team Thule, the general and his
wife also hiked onto the Polar Ice Cap and saw some of the
unique sites around the base.
“Thule is a true National asset and I wish every American
could come here, meet the people and see this part of the
world,” he said.

Apply today with no
obligation to enroll!

Why CSU?
s #OMPLETELY /NLINE 0ROGRAMS
s !FFORDABLE 4UITION
s 0ERSONALIZED 3ERVICE
s -AXIMUM 4RANSFER #REDIT
s #35 "OOK 'RANT
s "EGIN #LASSES AT !NYTIME
s .O 3CHEDULED /NLINE 3ESSIONS
s .O 2ESIDENCY 2EQUIREMENTS
s -EMBER OF 3ERVICEMEMBERS
/PPORTUNITY #OLLEGES 3/#
s 4UITION !SSISTANCE
$!.4%3 AND 6! "ENEFITS
s 'O!RMY%D ,/) 3CHOOL
s !IR 5NIVERSITY !SSOCIATE
TO "ACCALAUREATE #OOPERATIVE
!5 !"# 0ROGRAM

Accredited Online Programs
Associate of Arts Degree:
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Master Degree Programs:
t.#" (Numerous Concentrations)
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Other Degree & Certificate Programs Available

Call Today or Visit us Online

877.845.8148

www.columbiasouthern.edu/military
25326 Canal Road, Orange Beach, AL 36561
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302nd AEG launches fire support mission on 4th of July
302nd Air Expeditionary Group Public Affairs
SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Aircraft of the 302nd Air
Expeditionary Group launched their ninth day of support
missions July 4 in a coordinated effort to control wildfires
in California.
The C-130 air crews focused their aerial firefighting efforts on the Goleta fire, better known as the Gap fire, in the
Los Padres National Forest and the Piute fire located in the
Sequoia National Forest.
The Gap fire is located approximately six miles northwest
of Santa Barbara with approximately 6,305 acres burned. The
fire is about five percent contained. Power lines are threatened and evacuation orders are in effect for the residences
close to the fire.
The Piute fire is located approximately 17 miles northeast
of Caliente with approximately 14,000 acres burned. The fire
is about five percent contained. Numerous communities are
threatened by the fire and areas near the fire are closed.
Modular Airborne Fire Fighting Systems-equipped C-130
aircraft operating out McClellan Airfield will be reloading
with fire retardant at Channel Island Air Guard Station
in order to save time getting to the Gap and Piute fires,
according to California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection Staff Chief Tom Hoffman. The aircraft will then
return to McClellan airfield at the end of the flying day for
maintenance and the next day’s launch.
The 302nd AEG is made up of eight U.S. Air Force MAFFScapable C-130 aircraft operating out of McClellan Airfield,
Calif. and eight Navy Reserve and Marine Corps helicopter
operating out of Naval Air Station Lemoore, Calif.
The 302nd AEG C-130 aircraft units include two Air
National Guard units — the 153rd Airlift Wing from
Cheyenne, Wyo., and the 145th Airlift Wing from Charlotte,
N.C. — and one Air Force Reserve unit — the 302nd Airlift
Wing from Peterson Air Force Base, Colo.
The 302nd AEG also includes three Marine helicopter
units — Medium Helicopter Training (HMMT) Squadron
164, Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron (HMM) 268
based out of Camp Pendleton, Calif., and Marine Heavy
Helicopter Squadron (HMH) 465 based out of Marine Corps
Air Station Miramar in San Diego. The Marine helicopter
units are flying CH-46 Sea Knight and CH-53 Sea Stallion
helicopters equipped with 2,000-gallon specialized fire fighting buckets.
Finally, U.S. Navy Reserve helicopter assets come from
the Helicopter Sea Combat Support Squadron 85 based out
of Naval Air Station North Island, Calif. The squadron is

flying MH-60S helicopters with 420- and 360-gallon
specialized fire fighting buckets.
The California Air National Guard’s 146th Airlift Wing
is providing transport and support flights so the MAFFSequipped aircraft and aircrew can focus completely on
fire fighting operations in California.
To date the military airborne assets in California have
flown approximately 160 missions and dropped close to
425,000 gallons of fire retardant since June 26.
The 302nd AEG provides unique capabilities and is
part of a unified military support effort of U.S. Northern
Command to provide assistance to the U.S. Forest Service,
CAL FIRE, and the National Interagency Fire Center.
USNORTHCOM continues to closely monitor the
California wildfires to anticipate additional requests for
Department of Defense assistance to local, federal, and
state civil authorities and will launch as many missions
as officials require to battle the wildfires.
Fire information is current as of 2 p.m. July 4.

U.S. Air Force Photo by Maj. Steven Burke

USAF ground crew prepare MAFFS-equipped C-130 aircraft at McClellan
Airfield to drop flame retardant in support of the northern California wilderness firefight, June 30.

California governor visits 302nd AEG
By Staff Sergeant Luke Johnson
302nd Air Expeditionary Group Public Affairs

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — During a visit to the California
National Guard fire fighting training at McClellan Airfield,
California governor Arnold Schwarzenegger paid a brief
visit to the 302nd Air Expeditionary Group to wish Airmen
a happy 4th of July and thank them for their service in
assisting with California’s wildfires.
The visit by the governor marks an historic event — the
entire U.S. Air Force modular airborne fire fighting system
(MAFFS) C-130 fleet operating as one unit in more than
twenty years.
During the governor’s short visit, the 145th Air
Expeditionary Squadron commander Lt. Col. Tom Brown
provided the governor a briefing on the capabilities of the
MAFFS and how the C-130s are used to fight California’s
wildfires. The governor also took time to shake hands and
exchange words with Airmen from the 302nd AEG.
Prior to the governor departing the flight line, he remarked on how much he learned about the capabilities
of the C-130 and 302nd AEG.
“[My job as governor] is the greatest job you can have

because it’s very educational. Every day you can go out and
learn something new,” said Gov. Schwarzenegger.
The 302nd AEG is made up of eight U.S. Air Force
MAFFS-capable C-130 aircraft operating out of McClellan
Airfield, Calif. and Navy and Marine Corps helicopter
units operating out of Naval Air Station Lemoore, Calif.
The 302nd AEG aircraft units include two Air National
Guard units — the 153rd Airlift Wing from Cheyenne,
Wyo., and the 145th Airlift Wing from Charlotte, N.C.
— and one Air Force Reserve unit — the 302nd Airlift
Wing from Peterson Air Force Base, Colo.
The 302nd AEG provides unique capabilities and is
part of a unified military support effort of U.S. Northern
Command to provide assistance to the U.S. Forest Service,
California Department of Forestry and Protection (CAL
FIRE), and the National Interagency Fire Center.
USNORTHCOM continues to closely monitor the
California wildfires to anticipate additional requests for
Department of Defense assistance to local, federal, and
state civil authorities and will launch as many missions
as officials battling the wildfires require.
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Sea Bird cargo ship arrives, 30-day port season begins
821st Air Base Group Public Affairs
THULE AIR BASE, Greenland — After navigating
through fields of icebergs, the Sea Bird emerged from fog at
Thule Air Base, Greenland, home of the world’s northernmost deepwater port more than 700 miles inside the Arctic
Circle. The ship’s June 30 arrival formally opened the 30-day
Arctic port season. Within two hours, steavadors and port
operators began off loading cargo containers filled with vital
construction supplies, vehicles and dry goods.
“It’s exciting to see the pier spring to life when the first ship
arrives at the Top of the World. When you’re as far north
as we are, the only way to get critical supplies to the base is
either by aircraft or cargo ships,” said Col. Lee-Volker Cox,
Thule Air Base commander. “Sealift enables us to receive
mission-impacting cargo, supplies and equipment at a much
lower cost than airlift.”
In less than 12 hours, the Sea Bird’s 107 cargo containers and flat racks were offloaded. Over 1,270 metric tons of
cargo were also processed. Shortly thereafter, the ship was
steaming back into iceberg-fi lled Arctic waters.
The harbor and bay are ice free for only two to three months
each year. Therefore, the base must rapidly process the cargo
it receives. In 2007, ships made 11 port calls at this extreme
northern port. Over 7,000 tons of cargo and 9 million gallons
of fuel were processed, ensuring the base was fully stocked
for the winter and ready to begin construction projects.
“The port is instrumental to ensuring continued success
of our space superiority missions during our long, harsh
Arctic winter. We have 30 days to offload at least five cargo
ships and two tankers with more than 15 million gallons
of fuel. Without these essential supplies, Thule Air Base’s
existence is jeopardized.”
U.S. Air Force photo/Col. Lee-Volker Cox

The Sea Bird cargo ship docks in the world’s northernmost deepwater port
here. In less than 12 hours, the Sea Bird’s 107 cargo containers and flat racks
were offloaded and over 1,270 metric tons of cargo was processed.
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Historic space capsule
makes trip to body shop
By Tech. Sgt. Paul Flipse
920th Rescue Wing Public Affairs

PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE, Fla.
(AFPN) — A relic from NASA’s Apollo
program was an eye-catching sight as it was
transported via flatbed truck from its home
July 1 at the Air Force Reserve’s 920th Rescue
Wing here to Port Canaveral.
The white, 11-foot by 13-foot, 9,000-pound
space capsule, on loan to the 920th Rescue Wing
from the Smithsonian Institute’s National Air
and Space Museum, has been kept here since
1992 and is in need of restoration.
It was moved about 12 miles up State
Route A1A through Cocoa Beach and Cape
Canaveral to Excell Coatings Inc. at Port
Canaveral, where it will spend the next
month being refurbished.
Smithsonian officials said they are pleased
with the restoration project and are happy
to renew the loan agreement for the capsule,
said Darrell Hankins, the resource adviser
for the 920th Rescue Wing.
The capsule, listed in the Smithsonian’s
Web database as: “Boilerplate, Command
Module, Apollo, #1206,” was used in England
by U.S. Air Force rescue members in the 67th

Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron
at Royal Air Force Woodbridge to train in
recovery operations for both the Apollo and
Skylab programs.
Officials from the 920th Rescue Wing provide emergency medical, rescue and recovery support for all space shuttle and rocket
launches. Unit members will assume an
even-more prominent role in NASA’s next
manned-spaceflight venture, the Constellation
program, scheduled for initial launch in 2014.
Wing pararescuemen and aircraft will be responsible for tracking and retrieving astronauts from space capsules that will parachute
into the ocean upon return from space, as was
the case with manned spaceflight until the
onset of the space shuttle program.
U.S. Air Force photo/Capt. Cathleen Snow

Workers help guide the 9,000-pound Apollo Boilerplate
#1206 capsule onto a flatbed truck for transportation to
a local refurbishment facility July 1 at Patrick Air Force
Base, Fla. On loan here to the Air Force Reserve’s
920th Rescue Wing from the Smithsonian Institute’s
Air and Space Museum, the capsule was once used
by Air Force rescue units to train for astronaut recovery
during the Apollo and Skylab space programs.

4on4FlagFootball CASH PRIZE Tournament
www.flagfootballx.com tournaments/Colorado Springs
or E-mail : 4on4flagfootball@comcast.net
POC – Jerry Kelly (719)302-3759 :
Or visit
http://home.comcast.net/~4on4flagfootball/site
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Space is limited. Enroll today at www.StarAcademyColordo.org
Where high expectations, the arts and technology provide opportunity

FREE FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN.

WWW.STARACADEMYCOLORADO.ORG OR CALL 719-638-6554

All the opportunities
of a private school
with none of the cost.
S.T.A.R. Academy Grades K-6
may be right for your child if
they would benefit from:

Welcome to Colorado Springs!
are you considering

Plastic Surgery?
t Breast Enlargement
t Breast Lift
t Tummy Tuck
t Liposuction
Free Consultation
Aﬀordable Financing Options
Military Discounts Available
Call for details

DR. DOUGLAS J. RASKIN, M.D., D.M.D
Harvard & Stanford Trained
Certiﬁed by American Board of Plastic Surgery
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NROLL TODAY Once classes are filled, lotteries will be used. Space
is limited and classes are filling fast! No student is automatically enrolled.
You must register your child if you plan to have them attend this school.

Contact :
Phone:
719-638-6554
E -mail:
bhyne@staracademy
colorado.org

• Strong classical academic standards with focus
on student achievement
• A safe school with security cameras, dress
code, small class sizes and structured learning
environment
• 25% more instructional time
• Personalized student achievement plans
• The Mosaica educational model provides a solid
core educational program enriched by a classical
focus on the arts
• Technology in every classroom and online
lessons available on the web.
• After school enrichment programs
• Special Space and Arts curriculum

Our new
30,000 s.f.
school facility
will be ready
August 11
when our
new school
year starts!
U SING THE M OSAICA E DUCATIONAL M ODEL
WWW . MOSAICAEDUCATION . COM

PARENT INFORMATION MEETINGS

Contact us for information about
our next Open House or attend
an enrollment meeting!
More info: Call 719-638-6554
Space at this school is limited so
please pre-enroll to be eligible for
full enrollment.
www.staracademycolorado.org

STAR ACADEMYtCOLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADOt719-638-6554 CORNER OF AIIRPORT & CIRCLE DRIVE, COLORADO SPRINGStXXXTUBSBDBEFNZDPMPSBEPPSH
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Airmen make each shot count for Iraq military
By Tech. Sgt. Amanda Callahan
447th Air Expeditionary Group Public Affairs

SATHER AIR BASE, Iraq (AFPN) — The
scene is a typical firing range, not unlike what
one would find built for a gun club or on an
Army post or Air Force base. The line safety
officers meticulously watch the novice shooters, holding their weapons properly, aiming
at a silhouette target further down the range.
“Is the line ready,” shouts one Airman standing among the trainees in prone position.
“The line is ready,” echo others, kneeling next
to the students. “FIRE!” Each shot disturbs
the sand wall behind the targets, putting a
cloud of dust in the air.
This is not a range fi lled with Airmen in
basic training; this is a vital part of building
the Iraqi military.
Training, advising and mentoring Iraqi airmen and soldiers normally falls on the shoulders of the Coalition Air Force Training Team
members or members of the Multinational
Security Transition Command-Iraq. CAFT-T
members of the 370th Air Expeditionary
Advisory Squadron at New Al Muthana Air
Base, Iraq, adjacent to Sather AB, have called in

reinforcements from the 447th Expeditionary
Security Forces Squadron to help train Iraqis
to defend and secure the air base.
Jundees are Iraqi army infantry privates
currently undergoing training. Master Sgt.
Charles Rivera, a security forces adviser
with the 370th AEAS, trains the Jundees in
many facets of security, such as base defense
and patrols. With that, comes small arms
training. Taking about 10 trainees at a time,
Sergeant Rivera depends on the members of
the 447th ESFS to help at the shooting range
to ensure the Iraqi trainees are proficient in
their weapons training.
“I usually have enough volunteers from (security forces) to work with the Jundees oneon-one,” said Sergeant Rivera, deployed from
Lackland Air Force Base, Texas. “Sometimes
their skill level is really low, but we spend
the whole morning working with them on
the fundamentals to get them where they’re
consistently hitting the target. By the end of
the day, you see the joy at how much they’re
able to fire, how much they’ve improved just
with the practice.”
Volunteering at the range is so important,

It’s not just a job, start your career today.
®
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Flexible schedules & beneﬁts.
Visit www.McState.com for great employment opportunities.
At participating McDonald’s. ©2008 McDonald’s.

U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. Jeffrey Allen

Master Sgt. Charles Rivera demonstrates the features of the M-4 rifle to a group of Iraqi trainees from New Al
Muthana Air Base, Iraq, during training June 18 near Sather Air Base, Iraq. Sergeant Rivera is assigned to the
Coalition Air Force Training Team.
said Tech. Sgt. Christopher Doherty of the
447th ESFS and deployed from the 107th
Airlift Wing in Niagara Falls, N.Y.
“It’s a chance to see firsthand why we’re
here,” he said. “We’re here for the Iraqi people, and if this is how I can help, it’s what
I’ll do. If we can get these guys to shoot on
target by the end of their training, we’ve accomplished what we set out to do.”
Getting them to the point that they’re hitting the target isn’t necessarily an easy task.
“It is a challenge, with the language barrier, to try to tell them how to hit the target
where they should,” said Master Sgt. Harold
Cox, 447th ESFS, deployed from the 190th
Security Forces Squadron of the Kansas Air
National Guard. “We have to use an interpreter out there to tell them what to do, and
they’re shooting a different type weapon.”
The AK-47s used by the Iraqi soldiers and
airmen posed new difficulties for the Airmen
responsible for training them due to the security forces Airmen’s inexperience with the
weapon, but members of the 447th ESFS and
370th AEAS worked together to overcome
them. Many security forces members go

through additional training prior to deploying to become familiar with different types
of weapons, but as a refresher, Sergeant Cox
has an AK-47 he shows the helping Airmen
before they head to the range with the Iraqis
and Sergeant Rivera. The familiarization with
the weapon helps Airmen explain weapons
discipline and safety while on the range.
“The weapons handling and training they
(the Iraqis) have been provided (in the past)
is nothing to the standard we have, so safety
is not as big a consideration for them as it is
for us. I’ve go to spend some time on safety,”
Sergeant Rivera said.
Echoing the attention to safety, Sergeant
Cox said the weapon itself isn’t conducive to
a safe environment due to the lack of imbedded functions. The sergeant said the bolt of
an AK-47 doesn’t automatically lock to the
rear when the magazine is empty.
“So we have to really double check that
they’re cleared before we walk down in front
of the weapons,” he said.
In addition to the AK-47, the Jundees receive training on M-9 pistols and familiarization training with the M-4 rifle.
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Credit for CCAF associate degrees
Affordable military tuition assistance rates
Top-tier faculty / Flexible start dates
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Evacuation system continues improving to get troops home
By Capt. Jonathan Stock
Air Mobility Command Public Affairs

SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, Ill. (AFPN)
— Since October 2001, more than 48,000
Soldiers, Marines, Sailors and Airmen have
been aeromedically evacuated in support
of the war on terrorism for both battle and
nonbattle injuries.
Air Mobility Command’s Aeromedical
Evacuation system provides the critical medical care from the front lines and contingencies around the world.
“The AMC mission begins when our aeromedical evacuation teams are tasked for
patient movement,” said Maj. Sarah CoorsDavidson, the 618th Tanker Airlift Control
Center aeromedical evacuation mission support branch chief. “Flights are arranged in
designated theater areas to take the patients
to the appropriate echelon of care, which
often results in an en route stop in Ramstein
(Air Base), Germany.”
Deployed aeromedical evacuation teams
work to evacuate patients from combat theaters to hospitals close to their home of record
where further care will be provided, if necessary. These often lengthy airlift transports
are when the aeromedical evacuation teams
must be the most vigilant.
Air Mobility Command aircraft transport
patients with an aeromedical evacuation crew

Page 17

on board, typically consisting of two flight
nurses and three medical technicians. The
aeromedical evacuation crew is responsible
for caring for and monitoring each warfighter by helping alleviate pain, administering medications and providing nursing care
during the transport.
A Critical Care Air Transport Team, or
CCATT, is added to the crew for all criticalcare patients. The CCATT consists of an intensive care physician, critical care nurse and
respiratory therapist.
“The addition of CCATTs to the aeromedical evacuation system ensures that we can
provide the highest level of medical care to
our wounded warriors throughout their
movement in the system,” said Maj. Richard
Wallen, the aeromedical evacuation operations branch chief.
“If urgent patients need transportation
immediately, the 618th TACC aeromedical
evacuation operations branch allocates AMC
aircraft that can be assigned,” Major CoorsDavidson said. “Once cleared for flight by the
flight surgeon, the aeromedical evacuation
crew and CCATT, if required, can move the
patients rapidly.”
Air Mobility Command officials have since
made significant progress in giving almost all
of its aircraft the ability to transport injured
warfighters.
Aeromedical evacuation missions are usu-

U.S. Air Force photo/Master Sgt. Maurice Hessel

Capt. Kirk Smith records medication provided to a patient during a medical evacuation flight. Captain Smith is
a 375th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron flight nurse from Scott Air Force Base, Ill.
ally assigned to the C-17 Globemaster III,
C-130 Hercules and KC-135 Stratotanker.
This maximizes resources by using aircraft
already moving in theater for aeromedical
evacuation, saving time while providing a
cost efficient way of moving troops.
“During the first Gulf War it took more
than 10 days to move troops from theater to
their home units,” Major Coors-Davidson

said. “Now we have a standard return time
of less than 72 hours. We are constantly looking at ways to reduce the return time and
increase our efficiencies. As our country’s
men and women are put in harm’s way, they
can be confident that, if necessary, they will
be transported to whatever echelon of care
is needed to save their lives while being provided the best care in the air.”

We LOVE Our Military
Orthodontic Transfers!
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Dr. Foy is Board Certified with the American Board of Orthodontists
• We take all insurance including Delta and United Concordia
• Dr. Foy and his staff have been serving Southern Colorado for 30 years
• Phase I, Braces and Invisalign
• Convenient location and complimentary exam
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Dr. Michael J. Foy, DDS, MS
Lt. Col. US Army (Retired) Dental

7560 Rangewood, Suite 100
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COMMUNITY EDUCATION FAIR
Wednesday, July 16 • 11am - 6pm
FREE PARKING
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One Day. One Night. One Call.

One Day. One Night. One Call.

A Community Education Fair will be held on Wednesday,
July 16, 11am-6pm at the World Arena. The event is FREE
and open to the public. Parking is Free.

Associate, Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees
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Representatives from 15 local, regionally accredited colleges
and universities will be readily available to provide information
about Certificate Programs, Associate Degrees, Undergraduate Degrees, Graduate Degrees and Doctorate Degrees.
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One stop... and get all your higher education questions
answered. Join in the food, refreshments and learn what
choices you have for higher education in your community.
ACCEL members include: Colorado Christian University, Colorado State University-Pueblo, Colorado Technical
University, DeVry University, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University, National American University, Nazarene Bible
College, Newman University, Pikes Peak Community College, Regis University, Troy University, UCCS, University of
Phoenix, University of the Rockies and Webster University.
ACCEL (Alliance of Colleges and Corporations for Education and Leadership) formed in 1995. We are a nonprofit organization comprised of volunteer representatives
from higher education institutions. All ACCEL members are
regionally accredited and hold classes on-ground in Colorado Springs. www.accelcs.org
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Connect
with your
Future
s Prepares students for leadership
in direct, family-centered social
work practice
s Fully accredited by the state of
Colorado and CSWE
Health Sciences

s Advanced Standing available for
students with a BSW degree from
a CSWE accredited program

Business and Management
Information Systems and Technology
Criminal Justice and Public Administration
Engineering and Computer Science

s Full- or part-time options;
evening and weekend courses

www.newmanu.edu/msw.aspx
2120 Hollowbrook Drive, Suite 100
Colorado Springs, CO 80918

Colorado Springs Campus
4435 North Chestnut Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80907

1.888.266.1555

WWW.COLORADOTECH.EDU
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Your military training was anything but basic. But will it get you a job in
the corporate world? At Devry University, you can learn the specialized
skills today’s employers need. You can take courses online, so you can
work toward your degree anytime, anywhere. We’re also located near
you, and classes are offered days, nights and weekends.

Special offer for military personnel
As a special “THANK YOU” to active duty military and their spouses
DeVry University offers military scholarships worth up to 46% off of
their COLLEGE TUITION! We will waive our $50.00 application fee for
active duty military and their spouses!
If you have graduated from a Community College in the past twelve
months you may qualify for a $1000 community college scholarship.
This includes the Community College of the Air Force! Some restrictions
may apply.
Completed your Bachelor’s Degree?
With a Master’s Degree from our Keller Graduate School of Management,
not only will you stay ahead in the business world, you’ll lead the way.
Keller Graduate School of Management offers 25% DISCOUNT to all
active duty military and their spouses! Call and enroll today at
719-632-3000!

www.colostate-pueblo.edu
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Sociology ~ Social Work
Social Science
Sociology/Criminology
Business Administration (Minor)
Liberal Studies/
Elementary Education Minor
Masters in Social Work

Fort Carson
Fort Carson Education Center
1675 Long St. Bldg. 1117, Rm 125
Fort Carson, CO 80913
719-526-2509

Citadel Center
730 Citadel Dr. East Suite 300
Colorado Springs, CO 80909
719-442-2264

Peterson AFB
Base education Center
Building 1141, Suite 111
301 West Stewart Ave.
Colorado Springs, CO 80914
719-574-3312

Special Tuition Rate for
Active Military and Spouses.
t $250 per credit hour for Bachelor’s programs
t 10% off tuition for Master’s programs

719.632.3000

t Credit for military training & ﬂexible military
leave policy

1175 Kelly Johnson Blvd.
Colorado Springs, CO 80920-3298

Online & On-Campus
Colorado and Nevada Locations

1.800.944.7667
www.Regis.edu/Military

With so many choices to complete your degree,

WHY CHOOSE
COLORADO CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY?
Adult Studies program distinctives:
• Take classes at Peterson AFB or online
• Special military tuition rate
• Bachelor’s and master’s degrees available
• Take classes one evening per week
• Five week courses and online courses
for busy adults
• Credit for previous college courses and
life learning experiences

New classes begin soon!
800.44.FAITH • www.ccu.edu

For more information or to apply,
call Tom Boven at 719.596.9235
or via email at tboven@ccu.edu
www.ccu.edu/usaf

Colorado Christian University is accredited by the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools

NAZARENE BIBLE COLLEGE

Complete Your
BACHELOR’S DEGREE
In as little as 2 Years
There is No
Time Like Now!
There is No College Like
Nazarene Bible College
TRADITIONAL DEGREE
& INNOVATIVE EDUCATION
PROGRAMS
s
s
s
s
s
s
s

0ASTORAL -INISTRIES
#HRISTIAN %DUCATIONAL -INISTRIES
-USIC -INISTRIES
"IBLE AND 4HEOLOGY
#OUNSELING IN #HRISTIAN -INISTRY
%ARLY %DUCATION -INISTRIES
7OMENS 3TUDIES

Call 719-884-5063 and speak to
a Traditional Degree Counselor

visit us at

www.nbc.edu
IDEAL FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL
s -AJORS IN ,EADERSHIP  %THICS #HRISTIAN #OUNSELING
 #HRISTIAN 3CHOOL %DUCATION
s #ONVENIENT CLASSES ON CAMPUS OR ON LINE
s &ULLY ACCREDITED PROGRAM
s %ASY ACCESS TO COLLEGE FROM ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD
s #REDIT FOR MILITARY SERVICE

Call 719-884-5090 and speak to
an ADVANTAGE Counselor

Real Knowledge for Real World Success

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
MASTER OF HEALTH ADMINISTRATION
MASTER OF SCIENCE
Finance • Space Systems Operations Management

MASTER OF ARTS
Human Resources Development • Human
Resources Management • Information Technology
Management • Management and Leadership •
Procurement and Acquisitions Management

GRADUATE CERTIFICATES
Government Contracting • Remote Sensing

www.webster.edu/co
Metro Campus

719-590-7340

Peterson AFB

719-574-7562
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Supporting our Nation’s
Military for over 40 years.

Call today
for details
about exciting
new military
scholarship
opportunities.

thirty thousand Airmen deployed around the
world engaged in the Global War on Terror
in Iraq and Afghanistan.”
One of his first acts upon appointment was
to visit Walter Reed Hospital and speak with
wounded Airmen. From this visit he gained
an appreciation of their sacrifices and inspiration from them as well, as these warfighters
all expressed their desire to heal quickly and
get back in the fight. He also recognized those
who stand behind and support the people on
the pointed end of the spear.
His third theme is the welfare of Airmen.
He explained that the Air Force is a technology-driven service, but it’s most important
asset is the knowledge, experience and commitment of the people who make it all work

Operation:
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(888) 266-1555
www.ctudegreenow.com

Look Mom,
We’re Free!

The2008U.S.SeniorOpenis
majorfunforthewholefamily!
Kids17andunderareadmittedfreetothe
U.S.SeniorOpenwithaticketedadultandone
adultcanescortupto9kids!Plus,whenthey
visittheUSGAJuniorTent,kidswillreceivea
freehat,lunchvoucherandothergoodies
courtesyoftheUSGA.

Military ticket information - 719-471-6488
U.S. Senior Open | The Broadmoor
July 28-August 3, 2008 | www.2008ussenioropen.com

most accurate time available.
Roads, Highways and Railroads: One of the
most obvious uses of GPS is to track vehicles
as they travel through the air, on the ground
and over water. Building on that foundation,
modern ground transportation industries
and governmental elements use GPS to operate business more effectively and move huge
numbers of people every day.
According to www.gps.gov, the U.S. government website on GPS, “using GPS technology to help track and forecast the movement
of freight has made a logistical revolution.”
“The promise of GPS Technology for increasing safety and security, reducing congestion, and improving efficiency are limitless.
Quite simply, GPS has become the enabling
technology for transportation,” said Jeffrey
N. Shane, Under Secretary for Policy, U.S.
Department of Transportation.
Aviation: GPS provides new and more
efficient routes that save carriers money and
get passengers to their destinations faster.
The U.S. government GPS webpage says
that, “the trend toward an Area Navigation
concept means a greater role for GPS. Area
Navigation allows aircraft to fly user-preferred routes from waypoint to waypoint,
where waypoints do not depend on ground
infrastructure.”
Marine: GPS provides the fastest and most
accurate method for mariners to navigate,
measure speed, and determine location.
Th is enables increased levels of safety and
efficiency for mariners worldwide. Marine
users need very specific information relating to the sea bed, navigable channels, and
other pieces of maritime data that enables
them to navigate safely. Of course, the sea
itself is reasonably featureless, but beneath
the surface, quite some detail is needed to
be sure that the vessel will not become
grounded.
Space: Space exploration has any number of inherent levels of difficulty. NASA
is looking at GPS as a model for positionnavigation and timing systems that would
support a permanent astronaut base on
the moon, as well as for when they send
astronauts to Mars. These could support
geographical and scientific explorations of
the moon and Mars. The potential is that,
using GPS as the model, several lunar and
planetary systems could be built and deployed as the human exploration of space
moves outward into the universe.
Agriculture: Precision agriculture is
now changing the way farmers and agribusiness view the land from which they
reap their profits. Precision agriculture
is an information-based agricultural system designed to improve the agricultural
process by precisely managing each step
of the planting, fertilizing, growing and
harvesting processes to ensure maximum
agricultural production and continued sustainability of the natural resources. The
end result is that farmers and ranchers
can now manage their land by the square

to support the warfighter.
“The welfare of our Airmen is very important to me, and I will try to strike the
best balance in the Air Force budget between
equipment needs and our people,” said Mr.
Donley.
After addressing his overall concerns, Mr.
Donley spoke to the issue closest to AFSPC
right now.
“The Air Force’s credibility has been tarnished, and we need to rebuild it,” he said.
“The Air Force leadership needs to develop
a roadmap for the nuclear enterprise to put
us on the right track for stewardship of the
nuclear mission that the defense establishment and the American people expect from
us.
“There is no quicker route to recovery than
the power of tens of thousands of Airmen
and civilians rededicating themselves to the
high standards of excellence that have always
been the hallmark of the world’s best Air
Force,” he said.

yard instead of the square mile.
Environment: Opportunities for GPS
technologies to serve the environment are
constantly being exploited and developed.
Technology writer Elwyn McLachlan with
Trimble Navigation Ltd. wrote “Forest and
natural resource applications can achieve
significant gains through employing GPS
data collection technologies.
“Where previously data was collected using pen and paper, estimating locations on
paper maps, or using a compass and chain
to determine positions, GPS systems have
allowed data collection to be streamlined,
and result in more accurate and consistent
information,” McLachlan added. “The use
of GPS to provide location information is
now commonplace, and cases are coming to
court where proof of ownership or liability
is tied to GPS-derived data.
Public Safety and Disaster Relief:
In a Sept. 21, 2006 speech to a U.S. Chamber
of Commerce luncheon in Washington,
D.C., Edward Morris, director of the Office
of Space Commercialization, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
said, “GPS, proved to be indispensable during
the relief and recovery operations following
hurricanes of the 2005 season. Unaffected
by weather conditions, GPS continued to
provide accurate location information to
rescue workers after entire neighborhoods
were left unrecognizable. GPS allowed relief
vessels to safely navigate into areas where
ground-based navigation aids were no longer
functioning.”
Recreation: Geocaching is an interesting
pastime. It requires a GPS receiver and some
time. Played around the world, players hide
a “cache” — a waterproof container with a
log book and trinkets inside — and other
players try to find it using GPS coordinates
and clues posted on one of several websites
(GeoCaching.com).
Hiking, camping, mountain biking and
even wildlife observation can be enhanced
by GPS technology either by using a handheld unit to identify locations, or routes of
travel. Photographing environmental scenes
or wildlife can also utilize this technology as
well, since a GPS-enabled camera can print
out a date/time stamp along with coordinates
of where the photo was taken.
The U. S. Coast Guard Navigation Center
coordinates and manages the Civil GPS
Service Interface Committee (CGSIC) as
part of the Department of Transportation’s
program to respond to the needs of civil GPS
users, and to integrate GPS into civil sector
applications. CGSIC comprises members
from U.S. and international private, government, and industry user groups.
“GPS is one of the greatest success stories
in the history of the space command and it
is one of the greatest success stories in the
history of the Air Force,” said General Hyten.
“The decision last year to not put selective
availability on the future block of GPS satellites means that GPS will always be a free,
open service, and this should put confidence
in the rest of the world. GPS is going to continue to grow — and you see it everywhere,
from bass boats to your car, to golf carts,
to bombs, everything is utilizing our GPS
system,” he concluded.
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Real time observation and data fusion for complete awareness. Collaborative and net-centric capabilities for decisive
action. That’s our plan for protecting the nation’s critical space systems. Securing U.S. space superiority is all a question
of how. And it is the how that makes all the difference.

