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Peterson firefighters help put out nearby brush fire
By Corey Dahl

U.S. Air Force photo/Steve Brady

CSMNG

Peterson and local firefighters successfully
fought off a brush fire near the joint Peterson/
Colorado Springs Airport runway July 11.
The Peterson and Fountain fire departments
assisted the Colorado Springs Fire Department
in responding to a grass fire around 1:30 p.m.
and worked well into the evening to make sure
it was contained.
The fire ultimately burned about five square
miles of grassland. Roads around the area, including a stretch of south Powers Boulevard,
were closed for several hours, but no damage to
structures or injuries resulted from the blaze.
“Our first priority was to safeguard life and
prevent property damage,” Col. Jay Raymond,
21st Space Wing commander said. “Our highly
trained fire personnel went above and beyond
to make sure that happened.”
Thirteen firefighters and three senior officials
from Peterson supported CSFD by focusing on
containment efforts on the north and east sides
of the fire. The job was difficult because temperatures were in the high-90s and winds were
changing direction frequently, said Craig Powell,
an assistant fire chief at Peterson, but Peterson’s
firefighters responded well to the challenge.
“Our guys did an excellent job,” said Mr.
Powell. “We worked with a number of other fire
departments and split the fire into divisions,
which made our response easier.”
Peterson has provided fire and medical support for the airport since the base’s establish-

ment. Peterson firefighters train extensively
to suppress fires involving aircraft, buildings,
automobiles and wild land.

Members of the 21st Civil Engineer Squadron Fire Protection Flight battle a brush fire south of Peterson
Air Force Base July 11 in Colorado Springs. Emergency responders from the base were called into action
at the request of civilian authorities to help battle the blaze.

Keystone visits NORAD, USNORTHCOM
By Petty Officer 1st Class
Joaquin Juatai

By Margie Arnold

North American Aerospace Defense
Command/U.S. Northern Command Public
Affairs

North American Aerospace Defense
Command and U.S. Northern
Command hosted senior enlisted leaders from all the services July 12-14 as
part of the Keystone command senior
enlisted leader course.
Keystone gives senior enlisted leaders the opportunity to broaden their
horizons as they visit many joint and
combatant commands, learning about
the issues facing the military personnel
serving there, and about the missions
those commands conduct.
According to NORAD and
USNORTHCOM Senior Enlisted
Leader, Command Sgt. Maj. Daniel
Wood, not only do Keystone Fellows
learn about the commands, but about
the partnerships commands such as
NORAD and USNORTHCOM form
to succeed in their missions.
“They are able to actually see
these commands in action and to
get briefed on what’s going on today,”
said Sergeant Major Wood. “The
exposure level is probably the biggest benefit as far as the (Keystone)
curriculum.”

INSIDE
News
First Knight
Briefs
OPSEC
Sports

1-5
4
6
8
13

Pikes Peak Lodge ready
for ‘Innkeeper Award’
21st Services Squadron

Pikes Peak Lodge was recently named the number one
small lodging operation in Air Force Space Command. Pikes
Peak Lodge now completes at the Headquarters, Air Force
level for the service-wide Innkeeper Award.

U.S. Air Force graphic
U.S. Navy photo/MC1 Joaquin Juatai

Lt. Gen. William Webster, U.S. Northern Command deputy commander, addresses the Keystone
Fellows July 14 at Peterson Air Force Base, Colo. While at the North American Aerospace
Defense Command and USNORTHCOM, the Fellows received briefings on the missions of
the commands, toured command facilities and met with several of the commands leaders.
Keystone is the senior enlisted leadership course designed to increase senior enlisted personnel’s awareness of warfighting in the joint environment by bringing them to several of the joint
and combatant commands in the U.S.
Command Master Chief Kurt
Rugenius of U.S. Coast Guard District
7 said that the exposure helped him,
a Coast Guard member, get the “big
picture.” Keystone gives leaders the
“ability to move from the tactical level

up into the operational and even the
strategic level of leadership,” he said.
“It has given me a greater appreciation
See Keystone page 11

Force Support

Medical Readiness

The 21st MSS, SVS combine to form
21st Force Support Squadron

21st MDG Airmen return from
humanitarian deployment
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The AF Innkeeper Award is presented annually to recognize, by Air Force-wide competition, lodging operations
that provide the most outstanding hotel-type lodging and
customer service to AF travelers. The competition encourages innkeepers to improve their management and operation
of lodging facilities, with the customer being the ultimate
benefactor.
Pikes Peak Lodge staff and management provide first-class
lodging services to all levels of guests — from the first term
airman to his Commander in Chief. President George W.
Bush has stayed at Pikes Peak Lodge on one occasion.
See Innkeeper page 11

Education Fair
July 24
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With so many choices to complete your degree,

WHY CHOOSE
COLORADO CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY?
Adult Studies program distinctives:
• Take classes at Peterson AFB or online
• Special military tuition rate
• Bachelor’s and master’s degrees available
• Take classes one evening per week
• Five week courses and online courses
for busy adults
• Credit for previous college courses and
life learning experiences

New classes begin soon!
800.44.FAITH • www.ccu.edu

For more information or to apply,
call Tom Boven at 719.596.9235
or via email at tboven@ccu.edu
www.ccu.edu/usaf
SG611

Colorado Christian University is accredited by the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools

www.sevenfalls.com

GRAND OPENING!
Homes ready NOW

Lorson Ranch is a 1,400 acre Master Planned community with 169 acres of Open Space including Parks and
Trail corridors. There are 5 school sites (3 elementary, 2 middle school) and a planned recreation center.
Grand Opening special:
The Dubois: 1,271 square feet,
3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 bathrooms, and an
unfinished basement: $193,875
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Mov y!
read

Up to 4 bedrooms. Up to 2,928 sq. ft. All Lorson Ranch
homes come standard with unfinished basement, full yard
landscaping and fence, two or three-car garage, vaulted
ceilings, rounded corners, smooth top range, and
cultivated stone fronts.
Fontaine Blvd & Marksheffel Road
Minutes from the bases!

Kevin Hart
719-352-1254


rom
es f on
t
u
Min t Cars
For

Come visit us today.
All availability, offers and pricing subject to change without prior notice.
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21st CES firefighters respond
to grass fire

Chief of Public Affairs
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Chief of Operations Division
2nd. Lt. Jonathan Simmons
Webmaster
Senior Airman Stephen Collier

By Col. Jay Raymond

Staff Reporter
Corey Dahl

A grass fire that burned five square miles
just south of the Colorado Springs Airport
July 11 sent our firefighters on a scurry to
extinguish the blaze.
Peterson firefighters assisted within minutes of initial notification to join three area
fire department crews to extinguish the fire
just outside of Peterson. The fire was moving
toward sensitive instrument landing equipment, and it was moving fast.
When our responders arrived on scene,
weather conditions were calm, which allowed
firefighters and three senior fire officials to
place assets strategically along the perimeter
to protect the landing equipment. However, as
the response developed, conditions changed;
flames were high and the smoke was casting
a thick gloom over the area.
Fearing for personal property and lives, local residents began watering homes and lawns
in an attempt to weaken the blaze if it grew
to reach their homes. Fortunately, our team
of firefighters contributed to preventing the
flames from migrating to the residential area.
I’m sure the residents are thankful for your
unyielding persistence in keeping them out
of harm’s way.
Our team of firefighters responded with
confidence, determination and a focus on their
mission. After more than three hours spent
containing the blaze, there were fortunately
no injuries or structures lost.
This was an obvious culmination of lots of
training and teamwork to orchestrate such a
cohesive success in working jointly with 10

Published by Colorado Springs Military Newspapers
Group, 31 E. Platte Avenue, Suite 300, Colorado
Springs, 80903, a private firm in no way connected with
the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive written contract
with the 21st Space Wing. This commercial enterprise
Air Force newspaper is an authorized publication for
members of the U.S. military services.
Contents of the Space Observer are not necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S.
Government, the Department of Defense or the
Department of the Air Force.
The appearance of advertising in this publication,
including inserts or supplements, does not constitute
endorsement by DoD, the Department of the Air Force,
or CSMNG, of the products or services advertised.
Everything advertised in this publication shall be
made available for purchase, use or patronage without
regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin,
age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser,
user or patron.
Editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the 21st Space Wing Public Affairs Office,
775 Loring Ave., Suite 218, Peterson AFB, Colo.,
80914-1294, (719) 556-4351 or DSN 834-4351, fax
(719) 556-7848 or DSN 834-7848. All photographs are
Air Force photographs unless otherwise indicated.
The Space Observer is published every Thursday.
For advertising inquiries, call Colorado Springs
Military Newspapers, (719) 634-5905. Employees
of Peterson Air Force Base who want to place a free
classified advertisement should call 329-5236.
Articles for the Space Observer should be submitted to the 21st SW/PAI, Attn: Space Observer. For
submission details call the editor at (719) 556-4351 or
DSN 834-4351 or e-mail space.observer@peterson.
af.mil. Deadline for article submission is noon the
Thursday one week before publication. News brief
items must be submitted on-line at www.peterson.
af.mil and will run on a space available basis. All
articles, copy and announcements submitted will be
edited to conform to AFI Series 35 and the Associated
Press Stylebook and Libel Manual.

21st Space Wing commander

Change lives, touch the
future…..TEACH!

Col.
Jay Raymond
21st Space
Wing
commander
local emergency response units to fight this
wildfire. The 21st Civil Engineer Squadron
personnel demonstrated the utmost professionalism and competence, a clear example
of why they are the best small unit civil engineer squadron in the Air Force. My thanks
to Cindy Litteral, our deputy fire chief, and
the 13 firefighters who played such a vital
role in containing this fire; your actions were
phenomenal and have not gone unnoticed.
Other key events from this past week were
the activation of the new 21st Force Support
Squadron and the 721st Communications
Squadron change of command. Over the next
few weeks, we’ll complete a pretty significant
leadership transition at the group and squadron
levels. I want to wish all a sincere welcome to
our new team and bid a farewell for those departing the Knights. I’m sure you will all look
back on your tours at Peterson with fondness,
yet look toward the future with promise. It has
been an honor to serve with you all.
The wing will lose a tremendous leadership team as Col. Scott Shepherd and his wife
Tracy begin a new chapter in his career as
Scott becomes the Air Force Space Command

director of staff. Scott and Tracy both had a
tremendous impact on this wing; Mollie and
I wish you the best. Further, I can’t close this
week’s commentary without welcoming the
new 21st Space Wing vice commander, Col.
Wayne Monteith, and his wife Gina.
Please take a moment to welcome the
Monteiths as you see them out and about.
Lastly, I want to thank the hundreds of volunteers for the hard work that went into the
planning and support of the Pikes Peak or Bust
Rodeo last week. In particular, I would like
to thank Senior Master Sgt. Derek Crist and
Pat Tubridy for their leadership in coordinating the overall 21st Space Wing involvement
and support. I know everyone in the Team
Peterson community appreciated your tremendous efforts.

Submitting Action Lines
The Action Line is a direct link to the 21st
Space Wing commander. It should be used
when other avenues have failed. Concerns
should be addressed at the lowest possible
level in the chain of command and elevated
as necessary.
If satisfactory results have not been attained
by addressing the chain of command, call the
Action Line at 556-7777 or fax 556-7848.
Though not required, Action Line users
should leave point-of-contact information
when submitting an Action Line. This will
allow those who are addressing the concern to
clarify the information and respond, if necessary. Not all responses are printed; however,
if information allows, a response will be rendered in another format.

Look Mom,
We’re Free!

Have you thought about becoming a teacher?
Do you serve or have you served in the military?
(Active Duty, Guard, Reserves, Retired, Transitioning)

Are you a spouse of a military member?

Attend a FREE Seminar at the:
Ft. Carson - Alternate Escapes
Monday, July 21st
Schriever AFB – DeKot Bldg
Tuesday, July 22nd
Peterson AFB - Education Center (Rm 101)
Wednesday, July 23rd

11:30 AM- 1:00 PM
Lunch will be provided
Please contact:
Bob Leonard
719-262-4107
info@mwttt.com
Web Resources
Local Colorado Troops to Teachers &
Spouses to Teachers Ofﬁce
www.mwttt.com
National Troops to Teachers Ofﬁce
www.proudtoserveagain.com
National Spouses to Teachers Ofﬁce
www.spousestoteachers.org

The2008U.S.SeniorOpenis
majorfunforthewholefamily!
Kids17andunderareadmittedfreetothe
U.S.SeniorOpenwithaticketedadultandone
adultcanescortupto9kids!Plus,whenthey
visittheUSGAJuniorTent,kidswillreceivea
freehat,lunchvoucherandothergoodies
courtesyoftheUSGA.

Military ticket information - 719-471-6488
U.S. Senior Open | The Broadmoor
July 28-August 3, 2008 | www.2008ussenioropen.com
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First Knigh

Staff Sgt. Jason Sheppard was selected for this week’s
First Knight award. This award is designed to recognize outstanding Airmen each week for the work they do each day.

Name:
Staff Sgt. Jason Sheppard

Unit:
21st Logistics Readiness Squadron

Duty Title:
Air Transportation Specialist

Hometown:
Pueblo, Colo.

Tammy Fogall
Tammy.Fogall@csmng.com

Heidi Gamer

Time in Air Force:
8 years

Heidi.Gamer@csmng.com

Kathleen Gannon
Kathleen.Gannon@csmng.com

Linda Stuart
Linda.Stuart@csmng.com

Hobbies:
Riding motorcycles, reading, and
spending time with his two children

Classified Ad Manager
Heidi Witherington

and other family members

Heidi.Witherington@csbj.com

Favorite music:

ART DEPARTMENT
Art Director
Rowdy Tompkins
Rowdy.Tompkins@csbj.com

Assistant Production
Manager
Jeff Adcox
Jeff.Adcox@csmng.com

Courtesy photo

Staff Sgt. Jason Sheppard (center) returns from a recent deployment to his family and members
of the 21st Logistics Readiness Squadron November 2007 at the Colorado Springs Airport.

Favorite thing about being in the Air Force:

Rock music

Last good movie seen:
“Kung Fu Panda” with his

“The opportunity to see the
world.”

children

Why he was selected for this award:
“Staff Sgt. Jason Sheppard’s selfless dedication to the
mission was evident during a two-week period this summer in the movement of 2,000 passengers and 111 cargo
tons on 41 aircraft while logging 48 hours of overtime.
In addition, he also executed 25 hours of Client Support
Administrator maintenance and repair of 17 clients,

minimizing downtime by 60 percent.
Furthermore, Jason has earned nine semester hours
toward his Community College of the Air Force degree
while working 12 hour shifts, seven days a week.”
— Master Sgt. Juan Vargas, 21st Logistics Readiness
Squadron traffic management superintendent
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Kids eat free
every tuesday after 5pm*

*For every purchase of an adult meal a child under 12 gets a free kids meal!

887 North Academy Blvd. 719-597-2902
501 West Garden of the Gods. 719-548-9417
U.S. Air Force photo

Tech. Sgt. Kellie Remmert performs a tenometry exam on a patient during a medical readiness exercise, or
‘MEDRETE’ mission June 23 in Poto Si, El Salvador. Members of the 21st Medical Group are supporting the
Central American exercise as part of an ongoing U.S. Southern Command exercise.

www.theblackeyedpea.com
©2008 BEP Colorado Restaurants LLC

21st MDG Airmen return from overseas
humanitarian, training deployment
By Master Sgt. Ben Seidl
21st Medical Group

A 10-person team from the 21st Medical
Group returned from a two-week medical
readiness exercise in San Miguel, El Salvador,
July 3.
The El Salvador deployment was part
of the ongoing U.S. Southern Command
MEDRETEs initiative in Central, South
America and the Caribbean. This year, Air
Force South will execute 29 MEDRETEs
— enabling vital medical care for more
than 100,000 patients. Last year, 106,024
patients were treated and 457 surgeries were
completed.
The 21st MDG portion of this exercise
began in mid-June and ended just in time
for the Independence Day holiday.
“It went very well and was a great experience
for all involved,” said 1st Lt. Denise Miranda,
MEDRETE team member. “We served 6,668
patients in a 10 day time frame.”
The team was welcomed home by 21st
Space Wing and 21st MDG leadership.
“Our team has done a great job on this
deployment providing primary medical and
dental care to the men, women, and children of El Salvador,” said Col. Mark Allen,
21st MDG commander. “This mission has
sharpened our team’s clinical and expeditionary skills to support the Global War
on Terror while allowing us to support an
important diplomatic effort for the United
States. We’re glad to have our teammates
back home just in time for them to enjoy a
safe Independence Day holiday with their
families and friends.”

The environment the team worked in was
quite different than the Peterson clinic, but
the team adapted to the environment and
used equipment of opportunity to provide
care, like pulling teeth with a patient sitting
in a school desk chair and putting up ponchos
to darken a room for optometry work.
“We really pulled together, and everyone realized that it was a team effort,” said
Lieutenant Miranda. “When providers were
not seeing patients, they provided help in
the always busy pharmacy. Each night the
entire team would help set up medications
and supplies for the next day’s events or pick
up trash in the compound.”
It was hard work but team members reported they could see its worthwhile nature
in the faces of their patients and in the team
work with the host nation.
Tech. Sgt. Kelli Remmert, an optometry
technician with the MEDRETE team, reported that during one of the optometry exams, Lt. Col. Richard Eddington, team leader,
placed a pair of glasses on a gentleman’s face
for the first time in his life. She said the look
of amazement on his face after gaining the
ability to see clearly was one of the most rewarding experiences in her career.
“The locals were very receptive and appreciative to the care provided,” said Lieutenant
Miranda. “Each day the turn out for each site
would increase as word of mouth got out that
we were there and able to provide care. On
our final full day at our last site, we saw 1,124
patients. We really tried to instill some preventative education to the locals for future care as
well as treat their current symptoms.”

FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT
• Bar & Lounge Areas • In Room Coffee
• High Speed Internet • Outdoor Swimming Pool
Tennis Courts • Gyms & Saunas • Room Service

In The

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Daily Specials
Large & Small Conference Rooms

Buy One Get One Free Breakfast & Lunch
(with military ID, Dine in only through 7/31/08)

Located on the Southwest corner of Airport and Academy at 411 Lakewood Circle
Satellite Hotel • 719-596-6800 • Landing Fire Grill & Bar 719-660-0340

2008 Technical Sergeant selects
Duran Chapman, JPPSO
Jason Schwarz, JPPSO
Terry Todachine, JPPSO
Brandon VonWiller, JPPSO

Welcome... to the dental practice of

CIMARRON HILLS DENTAL CENTER
719-597-9057

N

POWERS

Please call

ACADEMY

Comprehensive dental care for the entire family
Active and retired military insurance accepted
In practice since 1981
We are accepting new patients

for an appointment

OMAHA
GALLEY
U.S. 24

6459 Omaha Boulevard
7*4"t.$t%JTDPWFSt"NFYt$BSF$SFEJUt$BTIBOE$IFDLT

Free classifieds for
Servicemembers
Call 329-5210

Jackson Anderson, D.D.S.

Credit for CCAF associate degrees | Affordable military tuition assistance rates
98% recommendation rate by students | Flexible start dates
Named a top 30 military-friendly college | Top-tier faculty

JONES INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY
877.605.6766

| www.JIUmilitary.com

®
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CALENDAR / BASE BRIEFS
Monday, Jul 14

JEA food drive
The Junior Enlisted Association is holding a food drive
thru July 18. Non-perishable items, such as peanut butter,
pasta, and canned goods, will be collected through all 21st
Space Wing squadrons during the entire drive and at the
Commissary July 15 and 16. Food collected will go to the
First Sergeants food bank here, which supports local civilian and military personnel. For more information, contact
Tech. Sgt. Tina Timmerman at 556-1763.

Wednesday, Jul 23

Healthcare Consumer’s Advisory Council
meeting canceled
The Healthcare Consumer’s Advisory Council scheduled
for 3 p.m. July 23 in The Club has been canceled. The next
HCAC schedule for Peterson AFB will be 3 p.m. Oct. 22
in The Club. For more information, call Mr. Ric Carlson
at 556-1016.

Military compensation statements
Military members assigned to the 21st Space Wing have
until July 23 to pick up their 2008 Personal Statement of
Military Compensation if they did not receive it in the mail.
The 21st Comptroller Squadron has recently received more
than 200 returned statements due address changes, separation, retirement or PCS of members. Members who have
not received their statement and would like to have it must
visit the Finance office between 8:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m.
Mondays through Fridays in Bldg. 350, Room 2009. Th is
statement outlines the total value of military pay, allowances and benefits.

Thursday, Jul 24

Education fair
The Peterson Education Center sponsors an education
fair 11 a.m. — 1 p.m. July 24 outside the base exchange/
commissary complex. Members have the opportunity to
meet with local college and university representatives to
discuss programs for both traditional and non-traditional
students. For more information, call Catherine Lovelady
at 556-7392.

Sunday, Jul 27

General Renuart’s Couples Fun Day
Originally scheduled for July 20, Gen. Gene Renuart’s

Couples Fun Day, a couples’ scramble, has been moved to
Sunday, July 27. Registration is at 11:30 a.m. with a 12:30
p.m. tee off. Enjoy food and a cash bar afterwards. Sign
up by Wednesday, July 23, by calling Ms. Jody Vazquez at
554-3178.

Monday, Jul 28

DEERS unavailable
The DEERS system in the 21st Force Support Squadron
military processing section is unavailable July 28 — 30 due
to mandatory maintenance. Members in need of CAC or
ID cards should visit the following locations: Bldg. 895,
302nd Airlift Wing; Bldg. 210, 50th Force Support Squadron
(Schriever AFB); Bldg. 5136, 10th Mission Support Squadron
(U.S. Air Force Academy); or Bldg. 1042, Ft. Carson. For
questions, call Roxanne Brennan at 556-0007.

Tuesday, Jul 29

Professional Golf Clinic
A free golf clinic by Andy Bean, a competitor in the 2008
U.S. Senior Open, is 5 p.m. July 29 at the Silver Spruce Golf
Course. For more information call the Peterson pro shop
at 556-7414.

Friday, Aug 1

MDG change of command
Col. John Sell assumes command of the 21st Medical
Group from Col. Mark Allen during a change of ceremony
at 3 p.m. Aug. 1 at Hanger 119 on Peterson Air Force Base.
For more information, call Master Sgt. Darrell Norman at
556-1077.

Friday, Aug 8

MDG closure
The 21st Medical Group is closed from Noon to the end
of the day Aug. 8 for an official function. The medical group
reopens Aug. 11 for normal business.

Friday, Aug 22

AFSPC headquarters 3A0 forum
The Air Force Space Command 3A0 career field functional holds his last Information Management Forum
at 1 p.m. Aug. 22 at the Peterson Club at Peterson Air
Force Base, Colo. Forum discussion items include enlisted
skills transformation, air expeditionary force changes, ingarrison communications squadron structure and more.
Members interested in attending this forum should call

Chief Master Sgt. Mercedes Moore at 556-5752.

WHAT YOU SHOULD K NOW

AFRC classes
The Airman and Family Readiness Center offers classes
including readiness briefings, sponsorship training, spouse
job orientation, pre-separation briefings, financial readiness, resume review and more. Call 556-6141 for more
information.

Allied schools offers spouses no-cost
career training
Allied Schools now offers Air Force spouses no-charge career
training when they enroll at a nationally-accredited online
school using tuition assistance. Spouses can choose from an
approved list of courses in real estate, the medical field and
business at Allied, many of which can be found online. For
more information, visit www.education4military.com.

DASH offers free rides
Drive a Servicemember Home, formerly known as EADD,
offers free rides from 10 p.m. to 3 a.m. Fridays and Saturdays,
including holidays. The program is open to all ranks and
services. Call 55 NO DUI for a free ride.

RV, trailer gate access
Drivers of recreational vehicles and trailers, and noncommercial rental trucks and trailers who have a valid military, dependent, retiree or Department of Defense civilian
ID card may enter through either the East or West gates.
Commercial trucks or trailers being operated by contractors,
once receiving a pass from the West Gate Visitor Control
Center, will enter through the East Gate.

Travel card services provider to change
Citibank will succeed Bank of America Nov. 30 as provider
of Air Force government travel card services. Air Force
members and civilian employees don’t need to take any action other than ensuring their mailing address with Bank
of America is correct. Citibank will use that information for
its card distribution, which starts in mid-August.

Mandatory briefing for separating members
All military members separating within 180 days must
call Master Sgt. Jennifer Tucker at 556-0151 for a mandatory out-processing briefing. For a palace chase briefing, call
Sergeant Tucker at 556-0151.

4on4FlagFootball CASH PRIZE Tournament
www.flagfootballx.com tournaments/Colorado Springs
or E-mail : 4on4flagfootball@comcast.net
POC – Jerry Kelly (719)302-3759 :
Or visit
http://home.comcast.net/~4on4flagfootball/site
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21st MSS, SVS combine to form 21st FSS
By Corey Dahl
CSMNG

The 21st Space Wing’s mission support
and services squadrons will officially merge
July 15, melding all of Peterson’s customer
service functions into one unit.
As part of an Air Force-wide initiative,
the two squadrons will become the 21st
Force Support Squadron. The new unit
will have the same number of personnel
— 615 civilian and military employees —
but will consolidate from 12 flights spread
across the base to five flights, the majority
of which will be headquartered in Building
350.
The 21st FSS will serve a combined customer base of more than 63,000 servicemembers, dependents, civilian employees
and retirees. The squadron’s staff will run
base services such as the fitness center, the
youth center and the golf course; provide
personnel support including issuing military
IDs and helping with professional development; and work with servicemembers and
their dependents through the Airman and
Family Readiness Center.
“By combining manpower, personnel and
services, you combine the majority of programs that directly assist Airmen,” said Lt.
Col. Robert Romer, who will move from his
position as 21st MSS commander to become
commander of the 21st FSS. “It allows for

a learning organization, centralization of
command and control in this arena and prepares our deployers for how they operate in
the AOR.”
Peterson users can expect few changes in
base services as a result of the transition.
Flight chiefs for the new joint squadron are
being reorganized, but most staff will remain in their current positions. The flight
chiefs will all move to Building 350, along
with the non-appropriated funds human resources office, and training and home station readiness will combine in Building 350.
Otherwise, all services will remain at their
current locations.
The most noticeable differences for now
will be on the surface. A “Tiger Team,”
made up of employees from both the MSS
and SVS, has been working on transition
details, including designing a new coin and
logo for the FSS. The squadron will unveil
a new war cry in the months to come, and
a combined fox and moose mascot is in
the works.
The goal is to become a cohesive unit, said
Dan Schofield, who will move from his position as 21st SVS deputy commander to
deputy commander of the 21st FSS. The FSS
will seamlessly integrate the separate entities
of personnel, services and manpower to become just one branch devoted to exceptional
customer service and support.

U.S. Air Force photo/Craig Denton

Col. Emily Buckman and Lt. Col. Robert Romer pass the new unit guideon July 15 in Hangar 119, officially
activating the new 21st Force Support Squadron at Peterson Air Force Base. The unit’s stand up official marks
the consolidation of both the 21st Mission Support and Service Squadrons. The consolidation supports the Air
Force Chief of Staff’s Air Force Smart Operations-21 initiative.
“It is a name change to FSS right now,”
Mr. Schofield said. “But, as we progress, we

will innovate and think outside the box to
provide the best support to Airmen.”

TRICARE beneficiaries put pharmacy costs on chopping block
By Ric Carlson
21st Medical Group

TRICARE is actively informing beneficiaries of the savings they can experience with
the TRICARE Mail Order Pharmacy.
Letters explaining TMOP and its convenient, safe and cost-saving features are being sent to beneficiaries who receive regular
maintenance prescriptions at network retail
pharmacies. The letters tell beneficiaries how
they can switch from retail to TMOP and

save up to 66 percent on their prescription
drug costs.
TMOP offers up to a 90-day supply of

medication for the same co-payment as a
30-day supply from a retail pharmacy, and
with gas prices rising daily, a trip to the pharmacy can be pricey.
One easy call to the Member Choice Center
at 1-877-363-1433 can start home delivery.
A customer service representative will explain the program and offer to process a new
90-day prescription from the beneficiary’s
provider through TMOP.
Beneficiaries can also register for TMOP
at www.express-scripts.com/TRICARE —

without downloading or mailing forms.
Once the registration process is complete,
beneficiaries may use the MCC service online
and request that TMOP obtain prescriptions
from their provider.
Since launch of the MCC in August 2007,
more than 90,000 retail prescriptions have
been switched to TMOP. Go to the prescriptions tab at www.tricare.mil for more information about TMOP and other pharmacy
programs.

877
745-EGGS
Surrogate program $20,000+
Egg donor program $4,500-$10,000
If you have been considering donation or surrogacy,
now is the time to discuss the opportunity with
some who truly knows the answers.

www.DonatedEggs.com

3216 CHELTON CR. •471-9060

15% OFF
Any package
over $399.95

Does not include parts or sublet.
Not valid with any other offer.

• FREE Estimates
• Insurance Claims Handled
• Nationwide Warranty
• Prompt Repairs
• Unmatched Quality
• Hail Damage Specialists

Little People, Big Smiles
Technology
Technology with
with aa Caring
Caring Touch
Touch
Specialized
Specialized treatment
treatment planning
planning for
for all
all ages
ages
Treatment under conscious sedation and general-anesthesia
Digital radiography for pinpoint treatment plans and
reduced radiation exposure
Parents can stay with children during treatment
Delta
Dental,
Tri Care
Dental,
United
Concordia,
Cigna
Delta
Dental,
Tri Care
Dental,
United
Concordia
and Care Credit plans accepted

Healthy Smiles are
Beary Special

Jeﬀ Kahl, DDS
Derek Kirkham, DDS
Committed to
your children’s
oral health!

Welcoming New Patients
9480 Briar Village Point, Suite 301 • (719) 522-0123
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COMMENTARY

An OPSEC attitude
— a winning attitude
Commentary by Victor Duckarmenn
21st Space Wing OPSEC program manager

Operation Security’s desired effect is to influence the adversary’s behavior and actions
by protecting friendly operations and activities. What can we change to impact OPSEC
here at home? Who is the real adversary? Is
it intelligence collectors or is it an attitude?
How do we affect the behavior of spies, electronic eavesdropping, open source intelligence
collection and even our internal attitudes that
cause the inadvertent dumping of our critical
information in the dumpsters? What is the
attitude we need to build to provide OPSEC
without even thinking about it? Our thoughts,
feelings and actions regarding people, events
and things should be objective in nature. We
must think OPSEC (control and protection
of our personal and proprietary unclassified
information), feel, and empathize with the sacrifices of our brothers in arms, whose families
wait for their loved ones at home, evidenced
by our actions — protecting the unclassified
information surrounding the mission they are
on in the asymmetric battlefield. Our people,
the war and the information — if we collect
it, we must protect it. How can we protect
information from getting into the dumpster,
on to the internet, heard over a radio or cell
phone or any wireless device?
We take many measures for granted like
those designed to mitigate our vulnerabilities
in technical areas, administration and physical security. Employees can use the shredder
(at home and work), keep away from social
networks, use secure terminal equipment,
encrypted radios and push to talk phones,
and encrypt their e-mails to name just a few.
These are standard operating procedures so

“We
need
to think
about
protection
of information,
the threat and our vulnerability
and operations risk.”
why are we really vulnerable? It’s our OPSEC
attitude.
Attitude is everything in the OPSEC business. OPSEC is first and foremost an attitude.
We need to think about protection of information, the threat and our vulnerability and
operations risk. It is about everyone’s and
your personal feelings about the Air Force
and this wing’s mission and our ultimate
success. It is your action on a daily basis,
the implementation of these key measures
at the right time. It’s up to you to defeat the
enemy by maintaining the objective and
positive OPSEC attitude. For you ardent
readers of military history, Sun Tzu’s “Art
of War” contains five distinct elements of
winning a war. One of those five elements
is doctrine. Doctrine includes control. This
control extends to the information you allow
the enemy to analyze. OPSEC is that control
of unclassified information.
With this control you can defeat your enemy — the negative attitude. Control your
information and you win!

Supporting our Nation’s
Military for over 40 years.

Call today
for details
about exciting
new military
scholarship
opportunities.

(888) 266-1555
www.ctudegreenow.com

The Space Link
By Louis A. Arana-Barradas
Airman Magazine

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Finding a fleeting enemy in Iraq’s vast deserts or the rugged
mountains of Afghanistan is no easy task for
coalition ground forces. And when the enemy
hears a warplane overhead, they run away
and hide, taking advantage of the knowledge
of the land in which they fight.
But coalition forces have a trump card.
They know that high overhead, unheard and
often unseen, a host of space-based systems
— and other weapon systems that depend
on the information these out-of-this-world
technologies provide — help them find the
elusive enemy.
Then they can deal with them.
This continual game of cat and mouse is a
demanding task with life-and-death consequences. But it’s a mission Lt. Gen. William
L. Shelton wants to simplify. Helping him is
a vigilant force of more than 20,500 often
unseen and unheard space professionals who
operate the key Air Force space systems on
which warfighters depend.
The general commands Air Force Space
Command’s 14th Air Force [Air Forces
Strategic]. It provides missile warning, space
superiority and situational awareness, satellite operations and space launch and range
operations. And he heads U.S. Strategic
Command’s Joint Functional Component
Command for Space, which provides combatant commanders tailored, responsive,
local and global space support.
From his headquarters at Vandenberg
Air Force Base, Calif., General Shelton gave
Airman magazine an update on the increasing role of space warriors.
Airman: How are space warriors and their
assets helping “win today’s fight?”
General Shelton: Space capabilities are
now foundational to military operations
in the 21st century. In fact, I would submit
that every military operation today depends
on space for either planning or execution,
or both. As examples, satellite communications link our forces worldwide, provide
mobile communications down to the tactical
level and disseminate crucial intelligence
information. The precision that GPS [Global
Positioning System] provides is a tremendous
force multiplier, not just as a navigational
tool, but by also allowing more precise munitions, lower collateral damage and secure
communications timing. Space-based intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance assets
are powerful tools to find, fi x, target and kill
our enemies — wherever they are. Many
view the effects provided by space assets as
“utilities.” But behind these space effects is
the hard work of our great space team of
active-duty military, civilians and contractors. These folks ensure the right effects are
delivered on the timing and tempo requested
by the warfighter.
Airman: How are GPS satellites helping
avoid collateral damage and unnecessary loss
of life in the war in Iraq and Afghanistan?
General Shelton: GPS-guided munitions are the weapons of choice in Iraq and
Afghanistan. But it’s not just air-delivered
munitions that depend on GPS. Other indirect fire weapons, like the Guided Multiple
Launch Rocket System, rely on GPS for the
precision that we now take for granted. The
unprecedented accuracy of these weapons
limits collateral effects by allowing the use
of smaller warheads and fewer munitions to
ensure killing a given target, thereby lowering the likelihood of unintended damage.
Another important aspect of this GPS-aided
precision is the confidence we have in dropping these weapons very close to our forces
in contact with the enemy, thereby providing
very effective close-air support.
Airman: There’s a lot of talk about unmanned aerial vehicles, but little about satellites that support them. Can you please
explain their relationship?
General Shelton: Satellite communications are an essential part of how we employ
unmanned aerial vehicles. They allow UAVs
to operate well beyond line-of-sight. In fact,
we are flying UAVs from stateside locations.
This greatly reduces the footprint in theater,

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Jonathan Olds

About critical space operations, Lt. Gen. William Shelton
said, “Clearly, space is no longer a sanctuary for operations. So we must prepare accordingly to deter and
dissuade hostile uses of space.”
not just for the crews, but also for the support
those crews require. Satellite communications also enable real-time dissemination
of the data collected by UAVs, allowing a
wide range of users access to the critical data
in real-time. In addition to satellite communications, our UAVs depend on GPS for
very precise navigation. I think it’s fair to
say that UAVs are critically dependent on
satellite capabilities.
Airman: When people think of “Airmen
at war,” they visualize boots on the ground.
How do you see these “space warriors?”
General Shelton: We like to think of our
space warriors as deployed-in-place forces
because they are an essential part of the warfighting effort 24/7 — albeit from home station. Many in our space team have deployed
forward in the U.S. Central Command area of
operation, providing “boots on the ground”
space expertise in theater, as well as a good
conduit for reach back to our space team back
home. Space operations are inherently global
in nature and, as a result, space operators
have a global perspective. But at the same
time, we are very committed to providing
all possible space effects needed by the various theaters, in most cases, simultaneously.
Our operators are dedicated and innovative,
always looking for new ways to maximize our
space capabilities. They are truly an impressive group of people.
Airman: Could you highlight a littleknown space effect our Airmen are using
that allows America and her allies to conduct
military operations 24/7?
General Shelton: Most people are very familiar with GPS, and the navigation capability it provides. But few understand the crucial
role of the GPS precision timing signal in
both military and commercial applications.
Extremely accurate timing allows for a higher
data rate over communications channels.
In today’s information age this is critical to
pushing as much data as possible through
our available communications bandwidth.
Additionally, GPS timing allows secure encryption of communications by providing
a common timing reference. Commercial
users of GPS use the timing signal for applications such as time-stamping banking
transactions and Internet timing, making
GPS vital to our international business and
networking.
Airman: What can you say about the immediate future of space operations in defense
of our nation, and how do you prepare for
the challenges that the future brings?
General Shelton: I’ve mentioned just a few
of our space dependencies. But we also recognize that potential vulnerabilities accompany
See Space page 11
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USNORTHCOM co-sponsors Disaster
Behavioral, Mental Health conference
By Sgt. 1st Class Gail Braymen
Photo by Lieutenant (Navy) Desmond James, NORAD Public Affairs

NORAD and USNORTHCOM Public Affairs

After his opening-round win, Coughlin donates a replica of his specially designed helmet to Lt.-Gen Bouchard
while in the background, the crew readies the machine for another race. The helmet, signed by Coughlin, reads
“NORAD Happy 50th. Thanks for keeping an eye on us.”

NORAD, Bandimere Speedway
celebrate 50th Anniversaries
By Lieutenant (Navy)
Desmond James
NORAD Public Affairs

MORRISON, Colorado — “We [race car
drivers] share many things in common,”
Lieutenant-General Charlie Bouchard, Deputy
Commander of North American Aerospace
Defense Command (NORAD), said to the
crowd at the National Hot Rod Association’s
Mile High Nationals event on July 13. “We
are committed to excellence, in the business
of high performance, and work in conditions
where there is no room for error.”
Lt.-Gen Bouchard was invited to
Bandimere Speedway, just outside Denver,
Colorado, to represent NORAD as both it,
and Bandimere Speedway celebrated their
50 th Anniversaries. Also taking part in
the festivities was the reigning Pro Stock
Champion, Jeg Coughlin Jr., who is a big
supporter of both the Canadian and U.S.
military. To show his support, Coughlin

drove his Pro Stock machine decked out with
NORAD 50th decals and sporting a NORAD
50th Anniversary helmet, which had been
specifically painted for this race.
As well as being a special guest of Bandimere
Speedway, Lt.-Gen Bouchard was also an honorary co-starter for the day. Standing between
two Top Fuel dragsters as they roared from the
starting line and ate up 1000 feet of racetrack,
or more than 3 football fields, in just over 4
seconds, Lt.-Gen Bouchard had a thrill of a
lifetime. He then stood trackside and watched
Jeg Coughlin Jr. tear down the speedway and
win his first race of the day.
After the Coughlin’s race and with TV cameras rolling, Coughlin invited Bouchard to his
pit area where he presented him with a replica
of the helmet he wore during the race. It was
truly a special presentation from a world-class
race car driver. Coughlin added a special touch
by signing the helmet, which read “Thanks
for keeping an eye on us. Jeg Jr.”

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. — The
physical consequences of a pandemic influenza in the United States — potentially
millions of people either sick or dead,
schools and businesses closed, store shelves
empty — are obviously apparent and top
any disaster recovery to-do list. But what
about the invisible, not-so-obvious results
of a national catastrophe? Specifically, what
about Americans’ mental health?
That’s the question more than 200 mental
and behavioral health specialists gathered to
discuss at the Continental Divide Disaster
Behavioral Health Conference held last
week in Colorado Springs. U.S. Northern
Command, along with the University of
Colorado at Colorado Springs and the
Colorado Department of Human Services,
sponsored the three-day event.
“The idea of disaster mental health, or
disaster behavioral health, is kind of a specialty within the area of mental health in
general, and it’s gaining speed and momentum quickly,” said Air Force Lt. Col.
Lisa Sayegh, USNORTHCOM’s command
mental health officer. “I think, probably,
that is because of events like [Hurricane]
Katrina, when we’re seeing very high rates
of post-traumatic stress disorder, depression, suicidality, substance abuse, that
occur across time in those affected populations, and that there’s a great need for
people to be trained and able to respond
in a disaster event from a mental health
or psychological standpoint.” Two other
prominent issues contributing to increased
incidences of mental health disorders in
recent years, Sayegh said, are the terrorist
attacks of 9/11 and the serious focus on a
possible pandemic influenza.
USNORTHCOM, the combatant command with Alaska and the continental
United States in its area of responsibility

and which provides defense support of civil
authorities during emergencies or disasters
when ordered by the president or secretary or defense, is the first and only of the
country’s 10 combatant commands to have
a mental health officer.
“Northcom has recognized the need to
have mental health as part of its package
for the surgeon’s office,” Sayegh said. “I’m
just pleased, as a mental health practitioner
myself, that the [Department of Defense]
and other levels of medical care in our
country are taking notice of the importance of mental health and what we can
do to help increase our psychological resilience to either everyday stressors or a
catastrophic stressor.”
In 1918 and 1919, a pandemic influenza
killed 650,000 Americans, said Navy Capt.
James Terbush, USNORTHCOM’s command surgeon. Experts use data from that
pandemic to model what could happen in
a 21st-century event.
“So many aspects of the pandemic revolve
around human behaviors — what we think
people are likely to do and, in contrast, what
we hope that they’ll do,” he said. The public health measures, or behaviors, that the
public would be directed to do, especially
“social distancing” — staying home instead
of going to work or school or other group
functions — all affect mental health.
“Social distancing — staying in your house
— that’s a hard thing to do,” Sayegh said. But
because social distancing may be one of the
most effective ways to help control the spread
of a pandemic flu, mental and behavioral
health experts are searching for methods to
help people do it safely and sanely.
USNORTHCOM, as a military organization, is not only concerned about public
health, but about the health of its own personnel. The 1918 pandemic influenza hit
See Conference page 12
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Air Force photo by Duncan Wood

Movie Times
Matilda (PG)
1 p.m. Saturday, July 19
The story of a wonderful little girl, who happens to
be a genius, and her wonderful teacher vs. the worst
parents ever and the worst principal imaginable.
Definitely, Maybe (PG-13)
7 p.m. Saturday, July 19 and
7 p.m. Wednesday, July 30
Will Hayes, a 30-something Manhattan dad, is in the
midst of a divorce when his 10-year-old daughter, Maya,
starts to question him about his life before marriage.
Maya wants to know absolutely everything about how
her parents met and fell in love. As Maya puts together
the pieces of her dad’s romantic puzzle, she begins to
understand that love is not so simple or easy.
- PG-13 for sexual content, including some frank
dialogue, language and smoking

Pikes Peak or Bust
(Left to right) Chief Master Sgt. (ret.) Kevin Estrem, Gen. C. Robert Kehler, commander of Air Force Space Command, U.S. Congressman
Doug Lamborn, 5th District of Colorado, Col. John Raymond, 21st Space Wing commander, Chief Master Sgt. Tim Omdal, 21st SW command
chief and Chief Master Sgt. Richard Small, Air Force Space Command command chief pose for a photo July 12 outside the Norris-Penrose
Event Center Arena during Space night at the Pike’s Peak or Bust Rodeo. Space night is designed to show appreciation to local Airmen at
southern Colorado Air Force installations, including Peterson AFB, Schriever AFB and Cheyenne Mountain Air Force Station.

Because the Base Auditorium will be in use July
20-26 for the Missoula Children’s Theatre production
of “Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs,” Movie Night
will be postponed during that time and will resume
Wednesday, July 30.

Welcome to Colorado Springs!
are you considering

Plastic Surgery?
t Breast Enlargement
t Breast Lift
t Tummy Tuck
t Liposuction
Free Consultation
Aﬀordable Financing Options
Military Discounts Available
Call for details

DR. DOUGLAS J. RASKIN, M.D., D.M.D
Harvard & Stanford Trained
Certiﬁed by American Board of Plastic Surgery
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For a limited time, buy one air/hotel package and
the second person ﬂies free* from Colorado Springs!
Packages available with over 50 of Las Vegas’ most exciting hotels.

(719) 622-3080 | 3235 E. Platte Ave. | Colorado Springs

call (702) 505-8888 or ask your favorite travel agent.

Homeowner’s, renter’s, boat and PWC coverages are written through non-afﬁliated insurance companies and are secured through
Insurance Counselors Inc., the GEICO Property Agency, doing business as Special Services Insurance Agency in CA and GEICO Insurance
Agency in MA, MI, NJ, NY, OK, SD, UT. Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states or in all
GEICO companies. Military discounts not available in all states or in all GEICO companies. Government Employees Insurance Co. U GEICO
General Insurance Co. U GEICO Indemnity Co. U GEICO Casualty Co. These companies are subsidiaries of Berkshire Hathaway Inc. GEICO
auto insurance is not available in Mass.
GEICO, Washington, DC 20076. © 2008 GEICO
CO1

* Offer based on a buy one (1) air/hotel package, get one (1) round-trip companion airfare for free. Minimum two
(2) night air/hotel package required. Companion travel must be on same itinerary as regular fare passenger. Must
be purchased by July 30, 2008 for travel to be completed by Dec. 15, 2008. Prices do not include PFC, segment
tax or Sept. 11 security fee of up to $10.50 per segment. A convenience fee of $11.50 per traveling customer will
apply when booked at www.allegiantair.com or through an Allegiant Air call center. Travel purchased through
an Allegiant Air call center will cost an additional $10.00 per segment. A checked baggage fee of $15 per bag, per
person, per segment will apply for the first two bags, when purchased at the time of booking. If purchased at
flight check-in, a checked baggage fee of $25 per bag, per person, per segment will apply for the first two bags
checked. Additional higher fees will apply for three or more checked bags. A segment is defined as one take-off
and one landing. Fare rules, routes and schedules are subject to change without notice. Restrictions apply. Offer
not valid on previously purchased tickets.
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Keystone:
From page 1
of the unified command approach.”
“It gives us a much broader, joint perspective on how we can work together with our
partners across the commands,” said Chief
Master Sgt. Stephen Ludwig of Los Angeles
Air Force Base, Calif.
According to Sergeant Major Wood, the
scope of Keystone has broadened.
“It was initially created for only those senior NCOs that were currently in joint billets
working for flag officers or general officers,
but there’s only so many of them,” Wood
said. Keystone runs twice annually, which
enables the course to open up to “those senior
enlisted leaders that are working at the O-6
level to come to the course so that they’ll
have that exposure, they’ll get a grasp of the
larger picture of what our military is doing
throughout the world.”

Innkeeper:
From page 1
As she nodded toward her staff with pride,
Joey Sanchez, Pikes Peak Lodge manager, said,
“Our people are absolutely outstanding. You
could have the best facilities in the Air Force
but a staff that does not support it. In our case,
we have good facilities and a superior staff that
makes everything come together.”
The LeMay team stayed at Pikes Peak
Lodge in April of this year for their evaluation visit of 21st Services Squadron. At the
outbrief, Col. Herman Jett, team leader, remarked that the LeMay team was awed and
dazzled by the performance of the entire
Pikes Peak Lodge staff. From reservations to

Command Sgt. Maj. Brian Brackemeyer,
senior enlisted leader of the Illinois National
Guard, said the opportunity for exposure to
NORAD’s and, especially, USNORTHCOM’s
missions helped him learn how his state could
work with USNORTHCOM should the need
arise in the command’s Defense Support of
Civil Authorities role.
“It has given me a better understanding of
how NORTHCOM and the National Guard
can work together more effectively,” Sergeant
Major Brackemeyer said.
“(Keystone) gives (senior enlisted leaders)
the opportunity to be exposed to what the
rest of the services are doing, where the joint
task forces are across the world and what
they’re doing, and the challenges they have
in executing their mission as a joint entity,”
said Sergeant Major Wood.
Keystone leaders visiting NORAD and
USNORTHCOM received briefs on each of
the commands explaining the commands’
missions and ongoing operations and the
personnel who make up the NORAD and
USNORTHCOM team.

Todays Homes offers MORE
incentives to active
duty/retired military!
No Down Payment!*
Debt Payoff for VA Loans*

No purchas
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See requirem
.
ents below.

719.322.6800
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Space:
From page 8
that dependence. The space domain is vast,
but as more nations and commercial consortia
become space-faring entities, it’s becoming
more crowded. We currently track more than
18,000 man-made objects in space, to include
everything from active satellites to man-made
debris. And these are just the objects that our
sensors are able to track — there are many
more objects on orbit that we know we can’t
“see.” In addition to these environmental
hazards, potential adversaries possess the
ability to disrupt or destroy our space capabilities. Therefore, we must build a strategy
to preserve and protect our space capabilities
against intentional and unintentional hazards.
The starting point for an adequate protection capability is robust space situational
awareness, which we define as tracking all
man-made objects in space, discerning the
intent of others who operate in space, knowing the status of our own forces in real-time
and understanding the natural environment
and its effect upon space operations. In fact,
space situational awareness is foundational for
all space operations, which is why Air Force
Space Command is hard at work developing
improved capabilities. In the future, a decision

AL SERRA BODY SHOP
230 N. Academy Blvd.
Active Duty Military 10% OFF*
entire body & paint repair bill
Offer Expires 9/1/08
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!
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housekeeping to maintenance, he said, they
all work well and efficiently as a team, and he
took the opportunity to bestow special kudos
to Pikes Peak Lodge’s leadership.
“We should — and will — win this award
because we have such a diverse mission in
(the Department of Defense and Air Force)
with an op[erations] tempo unlike any other
AF Inn,” said Ms. Sanchez. “We work hard
(24 hours a day, seven days a week), 365 days
a year, and always strive for excellence. We
get continuous recognition from our lowest
ranking visitor to our Commander in Chief.
This award would be the icing on the cake.
This is the most prestigious award that a lodging operation can be honored with.”
Pikes Peak Lodge was previously nominated for the award in 2003. The Innkeeper
evaluation team will be at Peterson July 18
and 19.
maker’s ability to quickly answer the “who,
what, when, where, how and why” questions
regarding space events will help determine
the proper course of action.
Airman: What else would you like to add
that you feel is important to share with the
rest of the Air Force?
General Shelton: As a nation, we need to
understand the criticality of space superiority.
Most of us intuitively understand the importance of superiority in other domains. Gaining
and maintaining air, land and maritime superiority is a given in joint warfighting. Similarly,
we can’t assume that someone will not challenge our current space superiority in a future
conflict. Some would argue Saddam Hussein
fired the first shot in this regard when he tried
to jam our GPS signals in 2003. The Chinese
demonstration of an anti-satellite capability in
2007 is further evidence of the growing threat
to the space domain. Many of our potential
adversaries have watched us successfully leverage space assets and, therefore, are actively
seeking ways to deny our space capabilities.
Clearly, space is no longer a sanctuary for
operations. So we must prepare accordingly to
deter and dissuade hostile uses of space. And
if deterrence fails, we must develop methods
to preserve our critical space capabilities. So,
to achieve victory in future conflict, I believe
we must be prepared to gain and maintain
superiority in all domains: Land, sea, air, space
and cyberspace.

No purchase necessary. Must fill out registration card and financing application for movie tickets.
*Lender restrictions may apply. See lender for details.
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302nd AEG operations: keeping track of everything MAFFS
By Staff Sergeant Luke Johnson
302nd Air Expeditionary Group Public Affairs

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Inside an inconspicuous trailer alongside the flight line
at McClellan Airfield, the “hub” of the 302nd
Air Expeditionary Group is full of activity to
make sure all aspects of the aerial firefighting
mission run smoothly.
Without this hub of activity, the modular
airborne fire fighting system equipped-C130s of the 302nd AEG would not be able to
efficiently deliver the fire retardant needed to
assist in battling California’s wildfires.
The 302nd AEG operations section is “in
the know” about everything happening during the MAFFS flight operation, according to
Master Sgt. Jamie Conrad of the153rd Airlift
Wing, Wyoming Air National Guard.
“At MAFFS [operations] we keep track of
all the personnel data, all of the aircraft [statistics], as far as sorties flown, hours, drops,
and the fires they fight,” Conrad said. “We
also help direct the aircraft out of the pits
[and] make sure they have all of the information they need to fight the fires.”
At the start of a MAFFS flying day, the
302nd AEG operations Airmen provide all
of the aircrew the necessary data to ensure
each aerial firefighting sortie is flown efficiently and safely.
“In the morning we get the [flight] information ready for the aircrews, as far as the aircrew

U.S. Air Force photo by 2nd Lt. Jonathan Simmons

The glow of massive fires in the distance creates the illusion of a sunset, even in the middle of the day.
orders, their training sheet, weather and anything [else] they need to fly,” Conrad said. “The
mission commander then briefs the aircrew
on the current conditions and anything that
has changed [since the day before].”
The operations section is in constant communication with air and ground crews to get
the C-130s off the ground to where they are
needed the most.
“Once we start launching the aircraft, we

Conference:
From page 9
people between the ages of 20 and 40 hardest, Terbush said,
and today’s military is “likely to be exceptionally affected by the
virus unless we prepare properly.” That preparation includes
planning to help troops stay mentally healthy, Sayegh said,
especially if they are required to perform traumatic duties.
The Disaster Behavioral Health Conference was the first
time many, if not most, of the conference participants met
military health professionals and learned about the military’s
pandemic response plans.
“NORTHCOM brings the unique organizational capacity,
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but also the unique perspective, of the military and their whole
interaction with the rest of the civilian population,” said Dr.
Chip Benight, professor of psychology and director of the
University of Colorado at Colorado Springs’ CU Trauma,
Health and Hazards Center. “We discovered this, obviously,
in [Hurricane] Katrina, where we have to create these partnerships and these relationships, or else we’re not going to be able
to function in a way that’s most effective in terms of preventing
not only physical problems in terms of deaths, obviously, and
injuries, but in terms of mental health support and resilience,
which we need to find ways to enhance.”
Creating and strengthening relationships among representatives of local, state and federal agencies was an important of the
conference, agreed Dr. Curt Drennan, Colorado Department
of Human Services disaster behavioral health planner and coordinator and manager of the Disaster Planning and Response
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of matchmaking
experience.

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

Team for the Division of Behavioral Health.
“The goal here is to build greater understanding of culture, of capacity, of resources — and then to really build
the relationships between individuals within those areas
of expertise and fields and specialty areas so that we can
more effectively work together when we really need to work
together,” Drennan said. Before the conference, he added, he
was not aware of the “extreme level of expertise and capacity”
within the within the Department of Defense.
“It’s kind of relieving for myself, in my position, that’s for
sure,” Drennan said. “It’s like, okay, this is a bigger community, this is a broader set of resources.”
U.S. Northern Command was established on Oct. 1, 2002,
to anticipate and conduct homeland defense and civil support
operations within the assigned area of responsibility to defend,
protect and secure the United States and its interests.
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start [communicating] with the aircraft, getting them in and out of pits, making sure
they get the launch orders,” Conrad said.
“And sometimes in the middle of launch the
[aircrew] get a new order so we do a lot of
running back and forth to the aircraft.”
Conrad said there are some procedural
differences between the different federal
and state organizations involved in the fire
fighting operations; however, all of the or-

ganizations have worked very well together
through the differences to accomplish the
MAFFS mission successfully.
“It’s been great. [The other organizations]
have been hospitable and receptive,” Conrad
said. “They are taking really good care of
us. The interaction between the people right
here has been great. [California Department
of Forestry and Fire Protection], the U.S.
Forest Service along with the military has
been really great.”
One day at the base exchange at McClellan
Air Park, Conrad was reminded just how
important her role in fighting the California
wildfires is.
“The second day I was here, I was at the
BX, and three little girls came up with a cell
phone and took some pictures of me and said,
‘Thank you for saving our land’,” Conrad
said. “Those are the kind of things that make
the mission worth the while.”
The 302nd AEG is a part of a unified military
effort of U.S. Northern Command to provide
assistance to the U.S. Forest Service, California
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
and the National Interagency Fire Center.
USNORTHCOM continues to closely
monitor the California wildfires to anticipate additional requests for Department of
Defense assistance to local, federal and state
authorities, and will launch as many missions
as officials battling the wildfires require.
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21st MSS holds off NORTHCOM
rally for first victory of the season
By Walt Johnson
CSMNG

When two winless teams
show up for a softball
game, the last thing anyone’s expecting is an exciting, close-fought and fun
contest.
That was not the case
July 10 as the 21st Mission
Support Squadron and the
NORTHCOM J34 softball
teams came to the Peterson
softball complex and played
as good a game as any you’d
want to see.
In the end, the 21st MSS
hung on to win a 15-14 decision and claim its first
victory of the season. But
this game had a story that
went well beyond the final
score.
The NORTHCOM team
was first to bat, and it got
two runs on the board before being retired in its half
of the first inning. The 21st
CSMNG photo/Walt Johnson
MSS team came to bat in
U.S.
Northern
Command
J34’s
shortstop,
back,
looks
to
fi
re
home
after
forcing
a
21st
Mission
Support
Squadron
its half of the first inning
runner
during
softball
action
July
10
at
the
Peterson
Sports
and
Fitness
softball
complex.
and showed right away it
was not about to let the
two early runs affect its game. The MSS team scored and was able to get two quick outs to start the inning.
seven runs in its half of the first inning to take a 7-2 After NORTHCOM put a runner on base, the tying run
lead, and, judging from the way the team hit the ball, it came to the plate, but the MSS pitcher got the batter to fly
appeared a rout could be in the making. But that wasn’t out to left field to end the game and give the MSS team
its first win of the season.
what NORTHCOM had on its mind.
After the game NORTHCOM coach Mike Leehan said
NORTHCOM showed it could hit the ball also, as it
he
had nothing but praise for the way his team battled
scored five runs in its half of the second inning to tie the
and
fought until the end. He said the team is not the
game at seven runs apiece. MSS came up in the bottom
youngest
in the league, but it comes out to play the game
of the second inning and scored three runs to regain the
and
have
some fun — and fun is exactly what the game
lead at 10-7 heading into the third inning and ensuring
was
for
them.
the contest would be one for the ages.
“I’m probably the youngest guy on this team, and I am
Great games are measured by the way teams are able to
43
years old,” Coach Leehan said. “I gave up a bunch of
rally back from adversity to regain success. Even if this
those
early runs (Coach Leehan started the game as the
game ended after three innings, it would already have
pitcher),
and then when I brought in our other pitcher, it
qualified as a great game. But there was more to come in
kind
of
kept
them in check for the rest of the game. We
this classic matchup.
started
picking
up our hitting after the first couple of
NORTHCOM scored one run in the third inning to
innings
where
we
hit a number of balls off our fist. We
pull within 10-8 and then held the MSS team without a
got
to
be
a
little
more
patient and waited for something
run in the third inning. Coming up to bat in the fourth
good
to
hit.
This
is
the
first time we have had nine playinning, NORTHCOM had a chance to do something it
ers
(because
of
duty
commitments)
so we hope this is
hadn’t done since the first inning, take the lead, and it
the
start
of
us
getting
better
and
playing
better the rest
proceeded to do just that. NORTHCOM pushed across
of
the
season.”
three runs to take an 11-10 lead into the bottom of the
Brent Regan, 21st MSS spokesman, said his team needed
fourth inning and now it was the MSS team’s turn to
the
victory it got because frankly the team wanted to feel
come back from adversity.
the
thrill of victory after losing its first four games of the
It took two innings, but MSS regained the lead in the
season.
He said the way the team fought back after losing
bottom of the fifth inning as it pushed across five runs
its
lead
was
a good sign for it and possibly a momentum
after allowing NORTHCOM another run in the fifth
builder
for
the
rest of the year.
inning to take a 15-12 lead into the sixth inning. In the
“Everyone
on
this team just likes to come out and have
sixth inning, NORTHCOM pushed across two more runs
fun,”
Mr.
Regan
said. “We always have a good showing
to pull within one run of the MSS team at 15-14.
and
we
like
to
come
out here and have fun. When those
The bottom of the sixth inning was critical for the
guys
were
up
two
runs
on us, our goal was to get three
NORTHCOM team if it was going to have any chance of
runs
so
we
could
take
the
lead. We have been on a big
regaining the lead. NORTHCOM would have to hold the
losing
streak
and
everyone
in
this dugout was extremely
MSS team to as few runs as possible so the deficit would
motivated
to
get
a
win.
We
changed
our outfield alignnot be too great to overcome. It turned out the best posment
to
play
a
rover
instead
of
four
outfielders, and it
sible scenario for NORTHCOM unfolded, as it held the
worked
for
us.
The
hits
to
the
outfield
would have been
MSS team scoreless in the sixth and needed just two runs
hits
anyway,
and
our
rover
was
able
to
take
some of those
to take a lead into the bottom of the seventh inning.
hits
that
would
have
fallen
in
and
made
them
outs.”
MSS was just as hungry to win its first game of the year
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