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Profile in service: Operation ‘Boxtop’ at Thule
Capt. Lindsey Hahn
By Capt. Michael Balzotti
821st Support Squadron

By Ed White
Air Force Space Command

Courtesy Photo

Capt. Lindsey Hahn recently deployed to Iraq. She
is one of the many women throughout the Air Force
serving in harm’s way around the globe.

Capt. Lindsey Hahn is deployed to Iraq.
Her deployment is no different than those
of tens of thousands of other Airmen. That
is what makes it special.
In today’s military, it is completely commonplace for women to deploy in harm’s
way. These women, just like their male
counterparts, are tough, proud of their
service, and very good at what they do.
They are contributors, stepping up and
going to war, following in the footsteps
and traditions of generations of service
members before them. Captain Hahn is
simply one of them.
“Air Force women are deployed in almost every capacity, in almost every area
of operation in support of the Global War
on Terror,” said Maj. Catie Hague, a colleague of Captain Hahn during their time
here at Air Force Space Command.
“We are daughters, mothers, sisters,
wives, working thousands of miles from
family and friends because, just like our
brothers in arms, we believe in what we do;

THULE AIR BASE, Greenland — More
than 150 Canadian Forces inhabited Thule
Aug. 5-22 to conduct Operation BOXTOP,
a bi-annual resupply mission of Canadian
Forces Station Alert.
Supplies for the operation, officially titled Operation BOXTOP II, arrived here
via air and sea in the weeks before the operation began. Canadian C-17s and C-130
transport aircraft also brought in logistics
personnel who transported cargo from the
Canadian ship, Camilla Desgagne. Pallet

upon pallet made its way by barge from
ship to shore for inventory and then storage
in two of Thule’s massive, Cold War-era
aircraft hangars.
Moving 267,000 imperial gallons of fuel
and 738,000 pounds of dry goods to 83 degrees north latitude can be a challenging feat.
Canadian forces relied on three Canadian
CC-130s and one civilian C-130 to fly 24
hours a day, 7 days a week, until all the supplies were delivered.
Aircrews battled stiff winds, low ceilings
See Boxtop page 11

US Air Force photo/Capt Michael R. Balzotti

Overcast skies and light rain welcomed BOXTOP 01, Canadian
C-130, into the skies above Thule AB, Greenland. BOXTOP
01 commenced the start of Operation BOXTOP II/08 on this
departure to CFS Alert, some 440 nautical miles north of Thule
AB. 2008 marks the 50th anniversary of CFS Alert.

See Service page 10

CSAF defers heritage coat decision, focuses on current uniform issues
By Master Sgt. Russell P. Petcoff
Secretary of the Air Force Public Affairs

WASHINGTON (AFPN) — Air Force
Chief of Staff Gen. Norton A. Schwartz decided on Aug. 28 to defer a decision on the
Air Force heritage coat until the summer
of 2009 to address current uniform issues,
according to a senior Air Force official.
“We are going to fi x, improve and upgrade uniforms in our current inventory,”
said Lt. Gen. Richard Y. Newton III, Deputy
Chief of Staff for Manpower, Personnel and
Services.
The goal is to provide the best uniform and
equipment to Airmen in order to allow them
to best carry out their mission, he said.
The decision came as part of the senior
leader strategic summit at Bolling Air Force
Base, D.C., Aug. 27.
The service’s top enlisted Airman applauded the decision.
“Our Airmen spend their hard-earned
money on these uniforms, and we owe it to
them to do the research, development and
quality assurance necessary to guarantee
every uniform item put on the shelf is right
the first time,” said Chief Master Sergeant of
the Air Force Rodney J. McKinley.
“We don’t want to have to come back and
fi x something we’ve already fielded. I’m confident our efforts to improve physical training
uniforms, the Airman Battle Uniform and
ABU boots will yield satisfactory results,”
he said.
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Newton said
making changes
will take time.
“We continue
to strive to provide our Airmen
uniforms that are
functional and
practical all the
while exuding
the sense of pride
that our Airmen
have serving this Gen. Norton A. Schwartz,
great nation and Air Force Chief of Staff
our Air Force,” General Newton said.
A few of the uniform concerns the service
will look at are a lighter-weight ABU for hotweather climates, better-fitting PT clothing
and a quieter material for the warm-up jacket
and pants, General Newton said.
ABU boots are another uniform item the
Air Force wants to get right. General Newton
said the quality of boots is important to today’s expeditionary Air Force and for the
future.
Airmen are being tasked to do jobs that are
different than previous missions required in
years gone by, General Newton said.
The Air Force recently certified another
manufacturer for ABU boots, said Ruth
Ewalt, chief of Air Force Uniform Programs
and Policy. Before certifying the company,
Air Force officials considered the company’s

more than 40-year history of manufacturing
boots, and that it had produced several types
of boots for the Army and Navy.
“Our acceptance of their product was also
a result of positive feedback collected after
extended wear by male and female cadets at
the Air Force Academy,” Ms. Ewalt said.
Issues considered by Air Force officials included blistering, contusions, sprains, swelling and general pain that may have been
associated with the boots, she said.
“The boots are manufactured in sizes for
both genders and will be issued to new basic
trainees beginning no later than Oct. 1,” Ms.
Ewalt said.
“As a result of feedback from individuals in industrial environments — such as
our aircraft maintainers and fuels experts
— new stain-resistant materials are being
tested for our boots,” Ms. Ewalt said. “Once
a new material is selected, boots made with
that new material will not be available for
approximately two years.”
General Newton said the Air Force has listened to the uniform concerns of its Airmen.
It recently conducted the first-ever virtual
uniform board.
The board considered 109 initiatives out
of more than 900 received, many of which
were duplications or already in the process
of being resolved, Ms. Ewalt said. Others did
not meet the criteria because no substantive
solutions were provided.
The intent of the virtual uniform board is
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for Airmen to identify a problem and suggest
an improvement, Ms. Ewalt said.
“Unlike an open forum board, it’s an avenue to voice an input and recommend a
solution to resolve the issue,” Ms. Ewalt said.
“It is an opportunity for everyone wearing
the uniform to bring well thought out and
substantive issues — along with solid recommendations to resolve those issues — to the
attention of Air Force senior leadership.”
No one knows better than Airmen serving today what uniform changes are needed,
General Newton said.
“We heard the feedback from the field and
will continue to do so,” General Newton
said.
Airmen can provide uniform recommendations by going to the Air Force IDEA
Program Web site at https://ipds.csd.disa.
mil/IPDS/landing_page, Ms. Ewalt said.
Airmen can access uniform information at
the Air Force Portal, www.my.af.mil and
typing in “uniform” in the search box in the
page’s upper right-hand corner.
The heritage coat wear test will continue
until its scheduled Oct. 31 completion date.
Air Force experts will then analyze wear
test results and provide General Schwartz a
comprehensive package on which to base his
decision next year. There are 240 Airmen currently participating in wear tests at Maxwell
AFB, Ala.; San Antonio; the U.S. Air Force
Academy, Colorado Springs, Colo.; and the
Pentagon, Ms. Ewalt said.
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Tickets
for Troops
The Air Force Academy Athletic Association is pleased to
present an exciting new program for Junior Enlisted Troops
rank E6 and below. Thanks to supporters who have
underwritten the cost of tickets, Junior Enlisted Members
are eligible to purchase discounted season and individual
game tickets for the 2008 Falcon Football Season.

Season tickets in reserved sections $20
Individual game reserved tickets $4
Ticket quantities are limited so please call today.

Aug 30
Sep 20
Oct 4
Oct 23
Nov 8
Nov 15

Southern Utah
Utah*
Navy
New Mexico*
CSU*
BYU*

12:00
2:00
2:00
6:00
4:00
1:30

PM
PM
PM
PM
PM
PM

* Mountain West Conference Games. All game times are Mountain Time.

NO TV
VERSUS
VERSUS
CBS C
THE MTN.
CBS C

Junior Enlisted Members may purchase tickets for
themselves and their families by visiting the AFAAA ticket
office or by calling 472-1895 or 1-800-666-USAF.

www.GoAirForceFalcons.com
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21st Space Wing Commander
Col. Jay Raymond
Chief of Public Affairs
Capt. Toni Tones

Armed Forces Voters’ Week

Editorial Staff

By Col. Jay Raymond

Chief of Operations Division
2nd. Lt. Jonathan Simmons

21st Space Wing commander

Armed Forces Voters’ Week began on Aug.
31 and continues through Sept. 7, with the
goal of getting service members, their families and Department of Defense civilians the
absentee ballots required to participate in the
upcoming election.
While our political process is in full gear, it
is important for our active duty and civilians
to be aware of acceptable political activity
and limitations. Not intending to catalog all
aspects of participation, Air Force active-duty
members can register to vote and express a
personal opinion on political candidates and
issues but not as a representative of the Armed
Forces. Air Force active-duty members may
never use their official authority or influence
to interfere with an election, including soliciting votes or contributions on behalf of
a candidate.

Webmaster
Senior Airman Stephen Collier
Staff Reporter
Corey Dahl
Published by Colorado Springs Military Newspapers
Group, 31 E. Platte Avenue, Suite 300, Colorado
Springs, 80903, a private firm in no way connected with
the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive written contract
with the 21st Space Wing. This commercial enterprise
Air Force newspaper is an authorized publication for
members of the U.S. military services.
Contents of the Space Observer are not necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S.
Government, the Department of Defense or the
Department of the Air Force.
The appearance of advertising in this publication,
including inserts or supplements, does not constitute
endorsement by DoD, the Department of the Air Force,
or CSMNG, of the products or services advertised.
Everything advertised in this publication shall be
made available for purchase, use or patronage without
regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin,
age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser,
user or patron.
Editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the 21st Space Wing Public Affairs Office,
775 Loring Ave., Suite 218, Peterson AFB, Colo.,
80914-1294, (719) 556-4351 or DSN 834-4351, fax
(719) 556-7848 or DSN 834-7848. All photographs are
Air Force photographs unless otherwise indicated.
The Space Observer is published every Thursday.
For advertising inquiries, call Colorado Springs
Military Newspapers, (719) 634-5905. Employees
of Peterson Air Force Base who want to place a free
classified advertisement should call 329-5210.
Articles for the Space Observer should be submitted to the 21st SW/PAI, Attn: Space Observer. For
submission details call the editor at (719) 556-4351 or
DSN 834-4351 or e-mail space.observer@peterson.
af.mil. Deadline for article submission is noon the
Thursday one week before publication. News brief
items must be submitted on-line at www.peterson.
af.mil and will run on a space available basis. All
articles, copy and announcements submitted will be
edited to conform to AFI Series 35 and the Associated
Press Stylebook and Libel Manual.

If you have questions on voting, Gail
Whalen and Lt. Col. Chuck Chambers are
the installation’s voting officers. They can
assist you in finding information on accessing the documents and tools necessary to
register, request ballots and vote. Further,
visiting the Federal Voting Assistance

Col.
Jay Raymond
21st Space
Wing
commander
Program website at www.fvap.gov can also
be used to ensure you have the information
needed to vote. Either way it’s your right
… vote!
Last week, I hosted a commander’s call, and
it was my privilege to present a Bronze Star
Medal to Staff Sgt. Layne Mayerstein, and
Combat Action Medals to Staff Sgts. Aaron
Butts and Christopher Seligman. On behalf
of the entire 21st Space Wing, please accept
my congratulations for the very well-deserved
recognition.
Also last week, a few of our defenders from
the 21st Security Forces Squadron received
top accolades during the Rocky Mountain
K-9 Trials, and Chief Master Sgt. Tim
Omdal and I had the pleasure of visiting
them both.
Staff Sgt. Joseph Villalobos and his K-9,
Donja, took six awards:
 2nd place Building Search,
 1st place Patrol and Detection,
 1st place Obedience,
 1st place Area Search,
 1st place Hander Protection,
and 1st place Top Patrol Dog Team.
Staff Sgt. Robert Fowler and his K-9, King,
took 4 awards:

QUALITY.
HONESTY.
INTEGRITY.

 3rd place Handler Protection,
 2nd place Area Search,
 3rd place Obedience,
 2nd place Top Patrol Dog Team.
Congratulations to you both on a job well
done!
Finally, this past Tuesday, we had the privilege of hosting General Norton A. Schwartz,
our new Air Force chief of staff. During his
“Airmen’s Call,” I noted a key point: every
Airman in every specialty is a leader and is
equally important regardless of how close you
are to the fight. So, no matter if you are supporting an in-lieu-of tasking with the Army in
Iraq or processing performance reports here
on Peterson — we are all equally valuable.
Thanks to all for once again making
Peterson Air Force Base a model base — one
we can all be proud to call home.

Submitting Action Lines
The Action Line is a direct link to the 21st
Space Wing commander. It should be used
when other avenues have failed. Concerns
should be addressed at the lowest possible
level in the chain of command and elevated
as necessary.
If satisfactory results have not been attained
by addressing the chain of command, call the
Action Line at 556-7777 or fax 556-7848.
Though not required, Action Line users
should leave point-of-contact information
when submitting an Action Line. This will
allow those who are addressing the concern to
clarify the information and respond, if necessary. Not all responses are printed; however,
if information allows, a response will be rendered in another format.

It’s the way our
homes are built.
It’s the way we
do business.

Creek Terrace

Claremont Ranch - Now Open!
Pemberton

2044 Lillian Way

$224,950, 3 bed/ 2 bath,
2 car garage
1368 fin sf / 2610 total
Brandy Station
Tri lvl, 3/2/2 $199,950
1327 fin sf/1655 total

Middleton
2 sty, 3/2.5/2 $199,950
1438 fin sf/ 2026 total

Strasburg
2 sty, 3/2.5/2 $224,950
1397fin/ 1975 total

Port Royal
2 sty, 4/2.5/2 $244,950
2026 fin sf / 2656 total

‘Model home close-out’
3989 Reindeer Circle
$269,950, 4 bed/3.5 bath,
2 car garage
2476 total

CLAREMONT RANCH — Now Open! Homes in the Low $200’s
FOR ALL SUBDIVISIONS: As a thank you to our active military buyers (with I.D.) - we are now offering a free appliance package to be included with all home
purchases. This will include a washer, dryer, refrigerator and microwave. ALSO INCLUDED: closing costs paid by seller with preferred lender.

Creek Terrace
7111 Araia Drive
382-9130
Fountain Mesa & Araia Drive

Prices and availability subject to change without notice.
Landscaping per subdivision.
Visit our Model Homes:
Monday-Saturday 10 am-5pm Sunday 1am-5pm

www.hallmark-homes.com

Claremont Ranch
2044 Lillian Way
570-7232
Marksheffel & Colorado Tech Drive
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First Knigh

Senior Airman Cory Williams was selected for this
week’s First Knight award. This award is designed to recognize outstanding Airmen each week for the work they do
every day.

Name:
Senior Airman Cory J. Williams

Unit:
21st Force Support Squadron

Duty Title:
Guest Services Representative

Hometown:
Montgomery, Ala.

Time in Service:
More than two years

Hobbies:
Sports and video games

Favorite Music:

U.S. Air Force photo

4

Hip Hop

Last good book read:

What’s your favorite thing about being in the Air Force?

“Hemotions” by T.D. Jakes

How has joining the Air Force impacted your life?
It has opened a lot of opportunities for
me, more than I would have had in the
civilian world.

Meeting new people from all walks of
life and sharing experiences amongst each
other.

If you were Chief of Staff of the Air Why selected:
Force for one day, how would you
“Senior Airman Cory Williams
accomplishes his duties with pride
change the Air Force?
Increase accountability for all members, and excellent results at all times.
His unselfishness is beyond his
top to bottom!
rank, already displaying the qualiWhat do you like most about being
ties of a young, junior NCO. The
an Airman?
standard he has set in the unit
Achieving career goals has no limits,
for his peers to follow is extraorand I can go any direction I choose to go.
dinary, from Airman of the Year

to senior airman below-the-zone
winner. He’s involved with on and
off base activities, from running
the Free Movie night to being
president of our unit’s Airman
Council.”
– Master Sgt. Many Perez, 21st
Force Support Squadron Pikes
Peak Lodge assistant general
manager

Winning Smiles For Everyone!
With so many choices to complete your degree,

WHY CHOOSE
COLORADO CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY?
Adult Studies program distinctives:
• Take classes at Peterson AFB or online
• Special military tuition rate
• Bachelor’s and master’s degrees available
• Take classes one evening per week
• Five week courses and online courses
for busy adults
• Credit for previous college courses and
life learning experiences

EXPERIENCED, CARING AND GENTLE
Cosmetic Dentistry
Bonding & Veneers
Root Canal Therapy
Childrens Dentistry
Crowns & Bridges
Orthodontics
Teeth Whitening
Oral Surgery
Dentures
Implants
Wisdom Teeth
White Fillings
Porcelain Laminates
Gum Care

PROVIDER FOR ACTIVE MILITARY DEPENDENTS

Personal Dentistry with a Soft Touch for
Children, Parents & Grandparents.

New classes begin soon!
800.44.FAITH • www.ccu.edu

For more information or to apply,
call Tom Boven at 719.596.9235
or via email at tboven@ccu.edu
www.ccu.edu/usaf

Colorado Christian University is accredited by the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools

SAME DAY EMERGENCY CARE

597-9737

www.powersdentalgroup.com
Caring For Smiles Since 1974
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AFSPC commander impressed with Buckley’s Airmen
By Staff Sgt. Sanjay Allen
460th Space Wing Public Affairs

BUCKLEY AIR FORCE BASE, Colo. — The commander
of Air Force Space Command toured work centers here Aug.
19 and 20 to get an up close feel of what Buckley brings to
the fight.
He recognized the hard work that the members of Buckley
have put in to make the base what it is today. General Kehler
was the 21st Space Wing commander when Buckley fell under
his command as the 821st Space Group as it transitioned
into an active duty base in 2000.
“I’m very proud of what the wing is doing,” he said. “I
watched the wing evolve here ... I love it when a plan comes
together.
“I’m also very impressed by what I’ve seen here at Buckley
in terms of the transition that continues here, the transition
to one of the showcase active duty bases,” the general added.
“I really think that we’re doing that with the appropriate
balance. I’m very pleased with what I’ve seen. I think that
the execution of this much construction activity has gone
very well.”
In the time since the stand up, the mission of the Air Force
has been the same. However, it has expanded to space and
cyberspace along with air.
“It’s about three interdependent warfighting domains
where if you lose control in any one of them you lose control of all three,” the AFSPC commander said. “And if you
lose control of all three — you lose.”
What Buckley does in this equation is phenomenally important to the joint force. The way the Air Force uses space,
shapes the way it fights.
The general said it allows the Air Force to be more precise,
to deploy fewer people, to control casualties and to have
global situational awareness.
He went on to say that adversaries have noticed that as
well. And so space has become a contested domain. The
evidence is with the Chinese test of an anti-satellite missile,
when Saddam Hussein tried to jam the Global Positioning
System, and information on the internet detailing how people
are out there trying to take space capabilities away.
He also said the possibility is there to take away these
capabilities by taking away the places on the ground that
makes them work.
“That changes the way we need to do business here,” he
said. “We have to be mindful of those things as we’re building Buckley. We have to be mindful of those kinds of things

as we’re securing Buckley.
We have to be mindful
of those kinds of things
as we go about our daily
operations.”
From what the general
observed during his visit,
he was very proud of the
way Buckley accomplishes
its mission.
“We’re executing a plan
that’s deliberate,” General
Kehler said. “We know
where we want to go. We
know how we want to get
there. I’ve been very impressed ... seeing things
that we have done here.
We’ve been deploying
people forward, bringing them back, using the
talents that we have here
to prepare the next group
to go forward. These are
dynamic times in our Air
Force.”
The past and the present state of the Air Force
in space have been good
U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Steven Czyz
and General Kehler thinks
Gen. C. Robert Kehler, Air Force Space Command commander, visits with some of the base’s enlisted professional
that the future is even
performers and senior noncommissioned officers during a breakfast get-together to discuss enlisted leadership.
brighter.
General Kehler spent Aug. 19 and 20 on the base visiting work centers for the first time since taking command of
“The mission of the Air
AFSPC in October 2007.
Force is to fly, fight and
bright future for the Air Force and space an increase in our
win in air, space and cyberspace,” he said. “I think that says something about the capabilities regarding the Air Force in space.”
Overall, General Kehler was pleased with Team Buckley.
importance of space as we look to the future. It’s really about
three interdependent domains — air space and cyberspace He was impressed with where the base is now and where
— and it’s about the relationship between those three rec- it is headed.
“It’s good to come back and now see the plans as they have
ognizing that there is not one of those more important than
the others. I really see as I look to the future, continued use progressed,” he said. “It’s very impressive to me to drive
of our military space assets, continued importance for the around on the base and see what’s happening here and its
space mission here, continued importance for the space mis- very impressive to see after all of the investment and time
sions in terms of joint warfighting and certainly an increased and energy we have put into the Space Based Infrared System
recognition by the rest of the joint warfighting team of the that is now coming to fruition. We anticipate the next set of
importance of the space mission, in particular things that go launches hopefully within the next year. When that happens,
on here at Buckley. As I look at the future I see a very, very the criticality of Buckley just continues to go up.”

Navy Federal is Proud to
Serve the Air Force
A 75-year legacy of
service excellence to the military
nRewards® Credit Card • No annual fee
• Rates as low as 8.9% APR1
Auto Loans • Rates as low as 3.5% APR2
Other Benefits • Over 150 branches worldwide,
and growing
• Over 40,000 FREE ATMs
• FREE 24/7 telephone and
online account access
• FREE Web Bill Pay
• ATM fee rebates3 and
overdraft protection4
Serving Army, Navy, Marine Corps and Air Force active duty, retired,
reserve, National Guard, DoD civilians and their families.

navyfederal.org/join/
1-888-842-6328

1

Current Annual Percentage Rates range from 8.9% to 18%, based on creditworthiness, so your rate may differ. Auto loan rates range from 3.5%
to 7.0%, based on creditworthiness, so your rate may differ. ATM fee rebates for withdrawals made at PLUS System ATMs; up to $10 per monthly
statement cycle with e-Checking, Flagship and Campus Checking accounts. Overdraft protection is a credit product and subject to credit
approval. This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.
Copyright © 2008 Navy Federal NFCU 12301-H (8-08)
2

3

®
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CALENDAR / BASE BRIEFS
Wednesday, Sep 10

Thursday, Sep 18

Three’s Enlisted Education Assistance Program $100 grant
for third quarter, 2008. The deadline for submission is Sept.
29. Members interested in applying should call Master Sgt.
Sarah Sparks at 554-1383.

Hispanic heritage planning meeting

POW/MIA retreat

The 2008 Hispanic Heritage Month Planning Committee
meets at Noon, Wednesdays at the Peterson Air Force Base
Club. Events planned for this year include a festival, luncheon
and kids activities in the child development center. Members
interested in helping should call Capt. Emmanuel Matos at
554-3131 or Master Sgt. Art Figeroa at 556-1604.

A Prisoner of War/Missing in Action retreat is 9 a.m. Sept.
18 at the Peterson Air Force Base museum in Colorado.
For more information, call Master Sgt. David Pesch at
556-7568.

Monday, Sep 15

A Prisoner of War/Missing in Action 24-hour remembrance run begins at 9:15 a.m. Sept. 18 at the Peterson Air
Force Base museum in Colorado. For more information,
call Master Sgt. David Pesch at 556-7568.

The 2008 Hispanic Heritage Month Planning Committee
meets at Noon, Wednesdays at the Peterson Air Force Base
Club. Events planned for this year include a festival, luncheon
and kids activities in the child development center. Members
interested in helping should call Capt. Emmanuel Matos at
554-3131 or Master Sgt. Art Figeroa at 556-1604.

Friday, Sep 19

What you should know

POW/MIA reveille
Reveille sounds at 7 a.m. Sept. 15 in remembrance of
Prisoner of War/Missing in Action Day at Peterson Air
Force Base, Colo. For more information, call Master Sgt.
David Pesch at 556-7568.

Tuesday, Sep 16

POW/MIA ‘Operation Gate Guard’
Operation Gate Guard, including members of the Prisoner
of War/Missing in Action Committee and Lions Club, will
distribute literature at Peterson Air Force Base gates beginning at 6:15 a.m. Sept. 16 in Colorado. For more information,
call Master Sgt. David Pesch at 556-7568.

POW/MIA 24-hour run

Spouses club expo
The Peterson Spouses Club present the Welcome Expo
2008 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Sept. 16 at the Peterson Air Force
Base Club. Visitors can browse local vendors, meet other
military spouses, win door prizes, join the Spouses club,
just for starters. The event is stroller friendly. Admission is
free, no reservation required. For more information, visit
www.petersonspousesclub.com.

Wednesday, Sep 17

POW/MIA information at BX
An informational table on the Prisoner of War/Missing in
Action remembrance is available Sept. 17 at the Peterson Air
Force Base, base exchange. POW/MIA information, posters
and other items can be found there. For more information
on this, call Master Sgt. David Pesch at 556-7568.

Hispanic heritage planning meeting

POW/MIA Remembrance Ceremony

New CAC/DEERS Requirements

A Prisoner of War/Missing in Action remembrance ceremony is 9 a.m. Sept. 19 at the Peterson Air Force Base
chapel. The ceremony begins directly after the 24-hour remembrance run concludes with the posting of the POW/
MIA flag. Guest speaker for the event is Tech. Sgt. (ret.)
Charles Blaney, who was shot down and taken prisoner
during World War II. For more information, call Master
Sgt. David Pesch at 556-7568.

The 21st Force Support Squadron Military Personnel Section
is experiencing a slowdown in customer service for Common
Access Card, or CAC, ID cards and loading to the DEERS
system due to new Department of Defense requirements.
Members should expect a 90-120 minute wait in the MPS
lobby for these services. Two forms of ID are required to issue a
CAC for all members, including retirees and dependents. DoD
requirements also require the MPS to scan original documents
into the personnel system for all dependent enrollments. For
information, call Roxanne Brennan at 556-0007.

Wednesday, Sep 24

POW/MIA candle light vigil
A candle light vigil is held for members who were Prisoners
of War and Missing in Action at 7 a.m. Sept. 16 at the Peterson
Air Force Base chapel in Colorado. For more information,
call Master Sgt. David Pesch at 556-7568.

Wednesday, Oct 1

Hispanic heritage planning meeting
The 2008 Hispanic Heritage Month Planning Committee
meets at Noon, Wednesdays at the Peterson Air Force Base
Club. Events planned for this year include a festival, luncheon
and kids activities in the child development center. Members
interested in helping should call Capt. Emmanuel Matos at
554-3131 or Master Sgt. Art Figeroa at 556-1604.

Friday, Sep 26

Singles Retreat
The Peterson Chapel sponsors a singles retreat at Quaker
Ridge Sept. 26-27. Single Airmen (ages 18-30) are invited to attend. Activities include horseback riding, swimming, basketball,
volleyball, low ropes course, soccer, hiking, disc golf and archery.
The cost is $20. To sign up stop by the chapel main office. For
more information, call Missy Quale at 556-4442.

Monday, Sep 29

EEAP application submissions
Applications are now being accepting for The Space Top

Proper wear of cell phones and PDAs
Members are reminded that all devices, to include pagers,
cellular phones and personal digital assistants, must conform
to the following Air Force Instruction 36-2903 guidelines:
All devices must be solid in color or covered in black, silver,
dark blue, or gray, and must be conservative. Device may be
clipped to the left side of the waistband or purse or carried in
left hand. Only one device may be worn on the uniform belt.
Members will not walk in uniform while using cell phones,
radios, or hands-free headsets unless required in the performance of official duties using a government issued device.
(This information is filed under Table 2.6, Item 10)

Legal office closure
The 21st Space Wing Legal Office is closed 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Thursdays beginning July 31 for training sessions. Members
are encouraged to coordinate with the legal office ahead
of time for legal assistance. For more information on the
closure or for legal assistance, call Tech. Sgt. Sherrie Eden
at 556-4871.
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Saturday & Sunday – September 20 & 21
Please join us for our special Military Appreciation Weekend – it’s
our way of thanking all our military personnel for their continued service
to our great country. Just march on over to Cheyenne Mountain Zoo
on September 20 and 21 for two fun-ﬁlled days of stars, stripes and
sunscreen.
All active duty military personnel and their families receive $4.25
admission per person during Military Appreciation Weekend!
For more information, call 719-633-9925 or visit www.cmzoo.org.
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TAKE I-25 TO EXIT 138 WEST AND FOLLOW THE SIGNS.

OLD COLORADO CITY

BABY STROLLERS CAN NO LONGER BE ALLOWED INSIDE THE LARGE TENTS
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Movie Times
The Chronicles of Narnia 2 (PG)
8 p.m. Friday, September 5 and 1 p.m.
Saturday, September 20
The Pevensie siblings are magically transported back from England to the world of
Narnia, where a thrilling, perilous new adventure and an even greater test of their faith
and courage awaits them. During their absence, the Golden Age of Narnia has become
extinct. Narnia has been conquered by the
Telmarines and is now under the control
of the evil King Miraz, who rules the land
without mercy. The four children will soon
meet an intriguing new character: Narnia’s
rightful heir to the thrones, the young Prince
Caspian, who has been forced into hiding as
his Uncle Miraz plots to kill him.
PG for epic battle action and violence.
Nim’s Island (PG)
1 p.m. Saturday, September 6 and 1 p.m.
Saturday, September 27
Anything can happen on Nim’s Island, a
magical place ruled by a young girl’s imagination. It is an existence that mirrors that of
her favorite literary character, Alex Rover, the
world’s greatest adventurer. But Alexandra,
author of the Rover books, leads a reclusive
life in the big city. When Nim’s father goes
missing from their island, a twist of fate
brings her together with Alexandra. Now

they must draw courage from their fictional
hero, Alex Rover, and find strength in one
another to conquer Nim’s Island.
PG for mild adventure action and brief
language.
21 (PG-13)
7 p.m. Saturday, September 6
The true story of the very brightest young
minds in the country and how they took
Vegas for millions. Ben Campbell is a shy,
brilliant M.I.T. student who, needing to pay
school tuition, fi nds the answer is in the
cards. He is recruited to join a group of the
school’s most gifted students that heads to
Vegas every weekend armed with fake identities and the know-how to turn the odds at
blackjack in their favor. With unorthodox
math professor and stats genius Micky Rosa
leading the way, they’ve cracked the code.
PG-13 for some violence and sexual content including partial nudity.
Prom Night (PG-13)
7 p.m. Wednesday, September 10
Donna’s senior prom is supposed to be the
best night of her life. Surrounded by her best
friends, she should be safe from the horrors
of her past. But when the night turns from
magic to murder, there is only one man who
could be responsible, the man she thought
was gone forever. Now Donna and her friends
must find a way to escape the sadistic rampage of an obsessed killer.
PG-13 or violence and terror, some sexual

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!
• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.
referral is
No Primar y Care
ply call for
necessary. Sim
.
an appointment

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

Speed Racer (PG)
1 p.m. Saturday, September 13
Speed Racer is a young man with natural
racing instincts whose goal is to win The
Crucible, a car racing rally that took the life of
his older brother, Rex Racer. Speed is loyal to
the family business, run by his parents Pops
and Mom. Speed finds support from his parents and his girlfriend Trixie and enters The
Crucible in a partnership with his one-time
rival, Racer X, seeking to rescue his family’s
business and the racing sport itself.
PG for sequences of action, some violence,
language and brief smoking.
Deception (R)
7 p.m. Saturday, September 13
An accountant is introduced to a mysterious sex club know as The List by his lawyer
friend. But in this new world, he soon becomes the prime suspect in a woman’s disappearance and multi-million dollar heist.
R for sexual content, language brief violence and some drug use.
What Happens in Vegas (PG-13)
7 p.m. Wednesday, September 17
Two strangers awaken together to discover
they’ve gotten married following a night of debauchery in Sin City, and one of them has won
a huge jackpot after playing the other’s quarter.
The newlyweds devise ever-escalating schemes
to undermine each other and get their hand

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

on the money, only to find themselves falling
in love amid the mutual backstabbing.
PG-13 for some sexual and crude content,
and language, including a drug reference.
88 Minutes (R)
7 p.m. Saturday, September 20
Dr. Jack Gramm is a college professor who
moonlights as a forensic psychiatrist for the
FBI. When Gramm receives a death threat
claiming he has only 88 minutes to live, he
must use all his skills and training to narrow
down the possible suspects, who include a
disgruntled student, a jilted former lover,
and a serial killer who is already on death
row, before his time runs out.
R for disturbing violent content, brief nudity and language.
Forgetting Sarah Marshall (R)
7 p.m. Wednesday, September 24
Devastated Peter takes a Hawaii vacation in
order to deal with the recent break-up with this
TV star girlfriend, Sarah. Little does he know
Sarah is traveling to the same resort as her ex...
and she’s bringing along her new boyfriend.
R for sexual content, language and some
graphic nudity.
Made of Honor (PG-13)
7 p.m. Saturday, September 27
PG-13 for sexual content and language.
The Forbidden Kingdom (PG-13)
7 p.m. Wednesday, October 1

You are invited to
First Baptist Church of Peaceful Valley
• Independent - Fundamental
• King James Bible
• Soul Winning and Visitation Program
• Bus Ministry
• Faith Promise Missions
• Annual Missions Conference
• Old Fashioned Preaching
• Strong Bible Centered Families

Services are as follows:

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

material, underage drinking and language.
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Home of First
Baptist Christian
Academy
Opening Fall
2008

Sunday 9:45am Sunday School
10:30am Preaching Service
6:00pm Evening Service
Wednesday 7:00pm Bible Study and Prayer Meeting
Thursday 9:30am and 6:30pm Visitation
Saturday Men’s Prayer Meeting
We are located at the corner of Fontaine and Powers
7925 Fontaine Blvd, Colorado Springs, CO 80925
AW Payne, Pastor (719-392-4444)
www.firstbaptistchurchofpeacefulvalley.org

Apply today with no
obligation to enroll!

Why CSU?
s #OMPLETELY /NLINE 0ROGRAMS
s !FFORDABLE 4UITION
s 0ERSONALIZED 3ERVICE
s -AXIMUM 4RANSFER #REDIT
s #35 "OOK 'RANT
s "EGIN #LASSES AT !NYTIME
s .O 3CHEDULED /NLINE 3ESSIONS
s .O 2ESIDENCY 2EQUIREMENTS
s -EMBER OF 3ERVICEMEMBERS
/PPORTUNITY #OLLEGES 3/#
s 4UITION !SSISTANCE
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Accredited Online Programs
Associate of Arts Degree:
t(FOFSBM&EVDBUJPO
Associate of Applied Science Degree:
t#VTJOFTTt$SJNJOBM+VTUJDF"ENJOJTUSBUJPO
t'JSF4DJFODF
Bachelor of Science Degree Programs:
t#VTJOFTT"ENJOJTUSBUJPO
 (Concentrations in Management, Finance,
Information Technology, Project Management,
Sports Management)

t'JSF4DJFODFt)VNBO3FTPVSDF.BOBHFNFOU
t.BSLFUJOHt)PTQJUBMJUZ5PVSJTN
t$SJNJOBM+VTUJDF"ENJOJTUSBUJPO
t&OWJSPONFOUBM.BOBHFNFOU
t0DDVQBUJPOBM4BGFUZBOE)FBMUI
t)FBMUI$BSF"ENJOJTUSBUJPOt1TZDIPMPHZ
Master Degree Programs:
t.#" (Numerous Concentrations)
t.4$SJNJOBM+VTUJDF"ENJOJTUSBUJPO
t.40DDVQBUJPOBM4BGFUZBOE)FBMUI
Doctor of Business Administration (DBA)
Other Degree & Certificate Programs Available

Call Today or Visit us Online

877.845.8148

www.columbiasouthern.edu/military
25326 Canal Road, Orange Beach, AL 36561

HEARTBURN

Research Study at the Lynn Institute
Y
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A
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WELCOME HOME TROOPS!
Special Military Pricing On:

• Lift Kits • Tire & Wheel Packages • Winches • Bumpers
• Nerfbars • Powerchips & Programmers • Cold Air Intakes
• Chrome Accessories & More!
All Service & Repair on cars & trucks:
• Engines • Tune-ups • Brakes • Clutches • Gears
• 4-Wheel Drive Service • Suspension Service • Tow Packages

Bring in this ad & pick-up your
FREE Tanner 4x4 RMX T-shirt*

*1 per customer-per coupon. No purchase necessary

The Oldest and Best 4x4 Center in Colorado Springs

1920 East Pikes Peak Avenue
(719) 475-8057
Check Us Out On The Web

www.tanner4x4.com

If you are 18 to 75 years old
and have experienced symptoms of Heartburn for at least
3 months, you may qualify
to participate in a clinical
research trial evaluating an
investigational drug for the
treatment of Heartburn.
Qualified participants will
receive investigational drug
and study related procedures
at no charge, as well as reimbursement for travel costs.
Lynn Institute of the Rockies
877-40-Study or 632-LYNN
“Better Health Through Medical Research”

GUN & KNIFE SHOW
SEPTEMBER 6-7
SAT. 9-5 & SUN. 9-4
COLORADO SPRINGS
PHIL LONG EXPO CENTER
(1515 AUTO MALL LOOP)
Thousands of new and used rifles, shotguns, handguns,
Wholesale ammunition, reloading supplies, knives,
And so much more!
BUY-SELL-TRADE
INFO: (563) 97-8176
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Supporting our Nation’s
Military for over 40 years.

Call today
for details
about exciting
new military
scholarship
opportunities.

(888) 266-1555
www.ctudegreenow.com
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What happens when you
put a sniper on a bomber?
By Ed White
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

When you combine a sniper pod with the
awesome loitering capabilities, weapons selection and accuracy of a B1 bomber, you
get an enhanced ability for the Air Force
to directly support ground troops — with
bombers.
“The Sniper is a sensor pod that is attached
to the aircraft. It allows the air crew and the
JTAC (Joint Terminal Attack Controller) on
the ground to see the same picture and accurately target enemy operators, structures
and vehicles.”
Captain Wright and his JTACs, all recent
combat veterans with experience on the system, trained the bomber crew on how to work
with JTACs over a period of several week. The
JTACs belong to Air Combat Command and
are stationed with the 4th Infantry Division
at Fort Hood, Texas.
“All our administrative support comes
from Peterson(AFB) for this effort,” said
Captain Wright. “We live and work and
hang out with the Army, but when we need
something from the Air Force side, we go to
Peterson to get it.”
Why put this equipment on a bomber?
“With their extended range,” said Staff Sgt
John Campbell, “bombers can hang out on
station for much more time than a fighter.
The bomber has a bigger payload and can
carry a wide variety of munitions.
(The Sniper pod) gives us a great advantage
any time we have troops in contact situations.
We can “cover down” protecting our troops
on the ground, and with the Sniper pod we
can mitigate collateral damage,” he said.
Captain Wright added, “What they are
looking at is a picture that can zoom in from
twenty thousand feet and can identify buildings, vehicles — and to a limited extent
— people.
They can also put highly accurate coordinates on a target for our GPS-based
weapons.”
Sniper works like this. The bomber has
the capability to loiter on station and cover
troops on the ground with a variety of very
accurate weapons. The pilots and the JTAC
on the ground use a system that allows them
both to see the target, although from two
very different views.
The key is they have a common operating picture. Once they agree on the target,
the pilots can get exact coordinates either
from the JTAC or the system itself and put
a munition on it.
Why is this an advantage?
Sergeant Campbell explained. “These
aircraft have always been dependent on the
information we provided them (from the
ground) to drop their weapons. Essentially
they were flying blind. Before this program,
bombers simply bombed coordinates that
the aircraft was given. They were completely

dependent on the JTAC to provide accurate
coordinates.”
The JTACs see things in two dimensions
because they are on the ground and sometimes, particularly in the middle of a firefight,
their coordinates can be less accurate because
of the fight going on around them, or just
from their limited view. From 20,000, feet
the bomber can look down and see the bigger,
three-dimensional picture. When the two
capabilities are married up, the product is
extremely accurate target identification and
placement of weapons on them to support
warfighters on the ground.
“This is really creating a new mission and
a new way to integrate the bomber and the
JTAC,” said Captain Wright.
Captain Wright and his team have participated in the training of the first bomber crew
to have the Sniper mounted on their aircraft.
It will be the first of many. The JTAC team
trained the crews in day and night operations
and a variety of different scenarios.
“We used what we did on the last deployment to Operation Iraqi Freedom,” said
Staff Sgt. James Elkins. “We tried to make
it as realistic as possible. We went through
troops in contact scenarios, HVI (High Value
Individual) raids, to a full blown, complex
attack. With the bombers, and using the
sniper pod, they gave more flexibility. This
is due to the simple fact that fighters don’t
have that many munitions, and the bombers
have a bunch.”
A second and equally important capability
of the Sniper is to provide reconnaissance for
those on the ground.
“We can put them (the bomber) in an area
where maybe we don’t have enough forces to
cover,” Sergeant Campbell added. “We can
have them focus on that area and if there is
any activity, they can alert us and we can
approve an attack, go for an arrest, or maybe
just do a quick reconnaissance of that particular movement.”
The Sniper will give warfighters on the
ground a highly capable tool they did not
have before. It is a tool to reduce collateral
damage, provide extremely accurate air support and provide a reconnaissance capability that puts extra sets of eyes on areas not
usually covered on the ground. Air Force
fighter aircraft have used this system for
several years.
Will bombers replace fighters supporting
troops on the ground? No way says Captain
Wright.
“This is a one-team, one-fight effort,” said
Captain Wright. “Our fighters are saturated
supporting the ground troops and having
bombers on station gives them a bit of relief.
The bombers and fighters enhance each other
and, most importantly, this program gives
the Air Force a much more robust capability
to support the troops on the ground.”

Little People, Big Smiles
Technology
Technology with
with aa Caring
Caring Touch
Touch
Specialized
Specialized treatment
treatment planning
planning for
for all
all ages
ages
Treatment under conscious sedation and general-anesthesia
Digital radiography for pinpoint treatment plans and
reduced radiation exposure
Parents can stay with children during treatment
Delta
Dental,
Tri Care
Dental,
United
Concordia,
Cigna
Delta
Dental,
Tri Care
Dental,
United
Concordia
and Care Credit plans accepted

Healthy Smiles are
Beary Special

Jeﬀ Kahl, DDS
Derek Kirkham, DDS
Committed to
your children’s
oral health!

Welcoming New Patients
9480 Briar Village Point, Suite 301 • (719) 522-0123

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, September 4, 2008

www.peterson.af.mil

9

w w w. D O D c a r s . c o m

Boot Camp
was Hard...
Buying a Car
is Easy!
Discounts for Military

Military Appreciation
Program
You’ve made a commitment
to our country.
We’ve made a commitment
to your family.

USAF Photo by Duncan Wood

When you participate and purchase your
next vehicle from Bob Penkhus, new or
used, you’ll have complete
peace-of-mind.
While you’re overseas you can be
assured that your family will never
be stranded.
Battery Failure • Locked Out • Flat Tire
• Any Emergency • NO COST
They will always know who to call for
the assistance they need, including
alternate transportation.
Bob Penkhus Certified Earth Friendly

Mrs. Hartinger presents the General James V. Hartinger Award to Lieutenant General William L. Shelton.

NDIA presented Gen.Shelton the General
James V. Hartinger Award for 2008
By SSgt Daylena Gonzalez
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE, Colo.
— During the annual Rocky Mountain Ball,
Crown Plaza Hotel, Colorado Springs, Colo.,
Aug 22. Mr. Bob Peterson, President of Rocky
Mountain Chapter, National Defense Industrial
Association and Mrs. Hartinger presents the
General James V. Hartinger Award to Lieutenant

General William L. Shelton. NDIA has been
bestowing this recognition upon senior leaders
and civilians who have made extraordinary
contributions to the America’s military space
program for 24 years.
“The previous selectees for this award have
been my heroes since I grew up in this business, so it is such an honor to stand here
before them...and thank you for that honor.”
General Shelton concluded.

AF accepting physician
assistant applications
AFPC
RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas
— Air Force officials are taking applications from active-duty enlisted Airmen for
Physician Assistant Phase I training classes
beginning January, April and August 2010.
Completed applications must arrive at HQ
AFPC/DPAMW, 550 C Street West, Suite 27,
Randolph AFB TX 78150-4729 no later than
Jan. 25 and no earlier than Nov. 1. The selection board is scheduled to convene at the Air
Force Personnel Center here March 17.
Incomplete applications or those received
after the cutoff date will be returned and
will not meet the selection board, said AFPC
officials.
To be eligible, applicants must:
 Be on active duty in the grade of E-3
through E-8 with a minimum of two years
and a maximum of 14 years active military
service as of Aug. 31, 2010.
 Meet age limitations specified in Air
Force Instruction 36-2005 for appointment as first lieutenants in the Biomedical
Sciences Corps. Applicants must be less than
42 years of age when they complete Phase
II training.

 Have taken the Scholastic Aptitude Test
within five years of the board date, with a
minimum score of 450 for all areas, and a
minimum combined score of 1,425 in critical
reading, verbal and math.
 Have a minimum general score of 80 points
on the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude
Battery or Air Force Classification Test.
 Have completed 60 semester hours of
transferable college credits with a grade point
average of 2.5 or better on a 4.0 scale. Thirty
of these semester hours must be actual inclassroom courses at an accredited college or
university and must be completed by March
10. A combined minimum 3.0 GPA is required in the math and science courses.
Thirty of the required 60 semester hours
can be earned through College Level
Examination Program exams, Air Force correspondence courses and Defense Activity for
Nontraditional Education Support tests.
For details, contact the local military personnel flight, education office or click on
physician assistants, located here at AFPC’s
“Ask” Web site. People can also call the
24-hour Air Force Contact Center at (800)
616-3775 for more information.

7455 Test Dr. Colo. Spgs 80918
1-888-876-7604
w w w. D O D c a r s . c o m

$2.00 OFF GENERAL ADMISSION WITH THIS AD
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OCTOBER 10TH - 12TH

FRI. 11AM - 9PM • SAT. 10AM - 6PM • SUNDAY 11AM - 5PM

Wine and Chocolate Tastings! Runway Fashion Show! Live Music! Giveaways!

Friday - 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM
Julie Pech author of

THE CHOCOLATE THERAPIST
will be speaking and signing books.

Learn How to Train Smart with

Country Western Singer

Jonathan Roche

Eric Dodge

a wide variety of food, kitchen, and specialty exhibits

WINE AND CHOCOLATE LADIES NIGHT
RUNWAY FASHION SHOWS
BEAUTY MAKEOVERS
BRIDAL SHOWS

Saturday at 12:00 Noon

FITNESS DEMOS
TASTE OF COLORADO
CELEBRITY CHEF COOKOFF
EXPERT SPEAKERS

HEALTH SCREENINGS
COLORADO SPRINGS MOMS
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
11 NEWS BROADCASTS

$6 GENERAL ADMISSION • $3 WITH THIS AD • CHILDREN 8 & UNDER FREE
Floral Artistry

FREE PARKING

for all Expo Visitors and Exhibitors is courtesy of
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Senior leaders meet to discuss, decide way ahead for force
WASHINGTON — Senior Air Force leaders gathered
for a strategic summit Aug. 27 at Bolling Air Force Base
to discuss the way ahead for the Air Force as a part of the
August emphasis on strategic planning.
“The summit allows us to identify issues that need senior
leader review and decide on matters affecting the entire
Air Force,” Acting Secretary of the Air Force Michael B.
Donley said.
The group — including Secretary Donley, Air Force
Chief of Staff Gen. Norton A. Schwartz, Chief Master Sgt.
of the Air Force Rodney J. McKinley, assistant secretaries,
major command commanders and Headquarters Air Force
staff — discussed near-term issues facing the Air Force.
Decisions coming out of the summit include a new mission
statement for the Air Force.
The new mission statement returns the Air Force to familiar ground. “The mission of the United States Air Force
is to fly, fight and win ... in air, space and cyberspace.”
While it borrows from the previous statement, this one is
shorter, “simple and easy to understand,” General Schwartz
said. “This is who we are. It’s what motivates us and drives
us to serve.”
The group also decided to halt the initiative to reorganize
maintenance functions into operations groups.
Previous global wing reorganization plans included aligning fighter and combat search and rescue maintenance units
with their flying squadrons, and forming materiel groups

that would encompass maintenance, logistics and aerial port
squadrons. Today’s decision means maintenance groups
will remain as is.
“This will reduce organizational turmoil as we focus on
winning today’s fight,” General Schwartz said. He went on to
say the goal is mission effective combat support and Airmen
are accomplishing just that.
“Independent maintenance groups produce professionals with the highest levels of maintenance and logistics competency,” he said, “and that translates to mission
effectiveness.”
Leaders reached consensus that the focus should be on
fi xing problems Airmen are having with the current uniforms before moving on to new uniforms. The staff will
field near-term solutions to correct issues with the Airman
Battle Uniform, All Purpose Environmental Clothing System
jacket, and physical training gear.
“We will consider all other uniform initiatives after we fi x
the issues we have now with the uniforms we work in every
day,” General Schwartz said.
While the strategic summit yielded these decisions, senior
leaders focused their discussion on winning today’s fight and
addressing the priorities laid out by the acting secretary and
the chief in past weeks.
“The priorities — reinvigorating the nuclear enterprise,
prevailing in the Global War on Terror, strengthening joint
warfighting capabilities, focusing on people and achieving

acquisition excellence — are advanced by the decisions
reached today,” Secretary Donley said.
Senior leaders received an update on nuclear enterprise
matters at the event. An additional nuclear summit will be
held in mid-September to discuss the nuclear enterprise
roadmap. That discussion will include more dialogue on
the Air Force’s cyber mission.
“Cyber operations remain a critical and growing mission
area,” Secretary Donley said. “We will continue to develop
our cyber capabilities while examining various organizational options.”
Leaders also heard progress reports on other mid-term
agenda items including Unmanned Aircraft Systems manning initiatives, personnel end strength and Common
Battlefield Airman Training.
By the end of the year, the service expects to complete
an unmanned aircraft system roadmap and a review of the
acquisition enterprise. Senior leaders will meet for Corona
Fall in October, where they expect to make more decisions
on key subjects.
Underlying all of these issues, Secretary Donley said, is
how to ensure the right mix of Airmen remain in uniform.
Previous force-shaping initiatives planned for the activeduty force to eventually decrease to 316,000, but in June
Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates said the service had
been cut too deeply and called for the decrease in Air Force
end-strength to stop at 330,000 people. (AFPN)

Service:

“The Air Force is becoming much more efficient,” she said,
“when it comes to preparing their Airmen to deploy. It has
been smooth sailing so far.”
While this is her first tour in the war zone, she has participated in humanitarian operations and deployment exercises before.
“When I was stationed at Travis AFB, (Calif.), with the
615th Contingency Response Wing we went to Exercise
Eagle Flag, a bare-base exercise where you go in and build
something from the ground up. I also deployed with them to
Gulfport, Miss. in the wake of Hurricane Katrina,” Captain
Hahn said. “I was an attachment and did public affairs, working with embedded media. I also did community relations
and internal information.
This experience has given me a certain comfort level about
deploying to Iraq because I have had a similar experience.
I know the process and what I need. This has eased the fear
of the unknown.”
What will her contribution be when she gets incountry?
“I believe communications is one of the major lines of

operation we have available to us,” she said. “If you look at
our current enemies’ operations you will notice they have
a very robust communications network. As public affairs
professionals, we are charged with rebutting the enemy’s
communications techniques, by providing accurate and
timely information to the people who have a stake in the
current wars, thus minimizing the effects of our enemies’
efforts. I am excited to take on that challenge and do what
the Air Force trained me to do.”
Until recently she really did not want to deploy.
“For the first three-and-a-half years of my service I did
not want to deploy. I was scared of it. I didn’t want to leave
my life behind for six months. Now it is different. I feel
obligated to do it — and I want to do it because I think
public affairs makes an important contribution. We all have
to contribute as best we can.”
In Iraq she will not be among strangers either. Public
affairs is a small community.
“The outgoing PAO at my new duty station is a former
supervisor, and the deputy I will replace graduated college
with me,” she said. “I will be going into a close-knit team
trained and ready to pick up each other’s slack and work
as a well-oiled machine. I am ready to do whatever comes
my way to ensure the success of the mission.”
As to the personal side, Captain Hahn said just prior
to her departure, that she was getting her personal affairs
in order. She owns a house so she had to prepare it for an
extended absence. She also prepared by visiting her family
and friends before her departure.
She said, “I know they will miss me, and I will miss them,
but there are so many ways to stay in contact now that I feel
confident I can reassure my family and friends that I am OK
and doing my part there.”
Her final thoughts just before deploying were what most
Airmen having to deploy feel in their hearts.
“Thousands of Airmen, Soldiers, Marines, and Sailors have
deployed and successfully carried out the mission before
me,” Captain Hahn said. “I just hope I can help maintain
what they have already accomplished. I just want to do my
part and come home.”

From page 1
we believe in our nation; and we believe in service. Captain
Hahn has joined the many men and women who have come
before, and she lays the ground work for those who will
follow,” she said.
“It’s Captain Hahn’s ability to excel at her job in a highpressure environment that sets her apart,” Major Hague
added.
Major Hague is currently serving a year-long deployment
in Baghdad, Iraq.
Deployment is both a process and an event. The process
begins with notification through official channels and the
event ends the process as the Airman arrives at her new
duty station. Captain Hahn began the official side of the
process, after notification, as she started to go through required training.
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USNORTHCOM, Canada Command
Implement Civil Assistance Plan
PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE, Colo. — For the first
time, U.S. Northern Command and Canada Command used
the Civil Assistance Plan to coordinate Canadian military
support that was in response to Hurricane Gustav.
“This was a great first use of the Civil Assistance Plan,
“said Gen. Gene Renuart, Commander of U.S. Northern
Command. “Everything went exactly as it was designed
to.”
After receiving approval of both the governments of Canada
and the United States, Canada Command deployed a CC-177
Globemaster aircraft from Canadian Forces Base Trenton,
Ontario to Lakefront, Louisiana and conducted evacuation
of persons in the threatened New Orleans’s area. Canadian
Forces aeromedical personnel were onboard the aircraft to
assist U.S. personnel with any patients or medical issues.
“I am proud of our men and women in uniform for answering this call and know that we have the mechanisms in place
to respond to these types of requests quickly and effectively,”
said Vice-Admiral Dean McFadden, Commander of Canada
Command and former commander of the Canadian Task
Group that deployed to the U.S. Gulf Coast in 2005 to assist
with Hurricane Katrina relief efforts.
U.S. Northern Command is coordinating department
of defense’s support to FEMA, state and local response efforts in preparation for Hurricane Gustav’s landfall in the
Southern United States.
The Civil Assistance Plan is a bilateral Canada-United
States plan that facilitates military-to-military cooperation
in support of a civil emergency in either country, once agreement for assistance is reached between the two governments.
Signed on 14 Feb 2008, the CAP formalized the longstanding

Boxtop:
From page 1
and slick runways as they headed 440 nautical miles north
of Thule to Alert.
Nestled in Thule’s Hangar 8, high-frequency radios, aircraft position reports and phone calls were some of the basic
yet effective methods Canadian Maj. Slip Needham, Airlift
Control Element Commander, and Canadian Capt. Wes
Cromwell, Deputy Airlift Control Element Commander,
used to track operations.
Accompanying them was George Stewart, director of logistics for the Department of National Defence/Canadian
Forces Chief Information Management Group and longtime
BOXTOP participant.
“Thule Air Base’s support for BOXTOP and our weekly
supply flights is outstanding,” Mr. Stewart said. “If it wasn’t
for Thule, there probably wouldn’t be Alert.”
To maintain 24-hour operations, Canadian forces augmented Thule’s control tower personnel by sending two air

Photo by Staff Sgt. Shawn Weismiller

tradition of military-to-military cooperation that has long
existed between our two countries.
The Canadian Forces have proven experienced in disaster
relief operations and have provided humanitarian assistance
to the United States on several occasions, including the
aftermath of Hurricane Andrew in 1992 and the U.S. Gulf
Coast in the wake of Hurricane Katrina in 2005.
USNORTHCOM closely monitored Hurricane Gustav’s
progress and continues to respond to requests for DoD
support.

A COMPLETE PAIR OF
GLASSES!

traffic controllers. Once trained on Thule air traffic control
specifics, the Canadian air traffic controllers worked sideby-side with U.S. air traffic controllers, providing a seamless
transition to everyday operations.
Representatives from Thule AB and CFS Alert carried
on the tradition of the BOXTOP Olympics as they travelled between the sites, battling each other in mountain
climbing, floor hockey, badminton, bowling, dodge ball
and volleyball.
Thule’s first sergeant, Master Sgt. Shawn Swidecki, cheered
on Team Thule.
“I saw first-hand how the Canadian forces relied on
home field advantage to win the last three events and
ultimately win the BOXTOP Olympics,” Sergeant Swidecki
said.
When BOXTOP operations ceased Aug. 22, CFS Alert
had enough fuel and supplies to last until March 2009 when
Team Thule and the Canadian forces are projected to launch
Operation BOXTOP once again.
Thule Air Base is the U.S. Air Force’s northernmost and
most remote location. CFS Alert is 440 nautical miles north
of Thule; it is the northernmost permanently inhabited location on Earth.
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School physicals are also important when returning to school.
Not only can they serve as early detection but they allow the
Primary Care Manager to build a complete medical history.
For TRICARE Prime beneficiaries, back to school physicals are
covered for ages 5-11 when required in connection with school
enrollment. Sports physicals are not a covered benefit.
The most effective way to stay healthy is to focus on prevention. Immunizations and school physicals are a great start
but efforts must move beyond the doctor’s office. A healthy
lifestyle includes routines for eating, sleeping, and exercise.
Involving the whole family makes it easier to accomplish;
and will provide much better results in school than a new
backpack from the mall.
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Canadian Air Force Cpl. Patrick Richer helps an evacuee of Hurricane
Gustav board a flight the U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency
and The Department of Defense has chartered to transport citizens to
destinations safely outside the hurricanes path Lake Front Airport, New
Orleans, LA., Aug. 31, 2008.

TRICARE ‘Back to School Sale’: annual checkups
FALLS CHURCH, Va. — In this era of back to school
consumerism, don’t let children’s checkups be overshadowed by trips to the mall. As the world’s best integrated
health care system, TRICARE wants to make beneficiaries
aware of their child’s health benefits during this hectic
time.
Immunizations are an important part of a healthy lifestyle
for children and parents. It is crucial to update all immunizations to prevent the spread of disease. This year, the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention recorded an increase in
measles cases. Out of 64 people infected with measles, 63
had either not been vaccinated or were unsure. TRICARE
covers all age appropriate vaccinations from the CDC found
at www.cdc.gov/vaccines.
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Air Force TENCAP celebrates three decades
of impressive warfighter support programs
Drive a Servicemember Home, formerly
known as EADD, offers free rides from
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all ranks and services. Call 55 NO DUI for
a free ride.

Active Wellness
Massage Therapy
Carol Hage
Licensed Massage Therapist
Cert Neuromuscular Therapist
Frequency Specific Microcurrent Therapy for:
Pain Management, PTSD and much more.

Your 1st One Hour Session only $40

4775 Barnes Rd., Unit K

719-388-7956
By Appt Only

1MBOOFE1BSFOUIPPEPGGFST
XPNFOUIFDIPJDFPGHFUUJOHNPTUCJSUI
DPOUSPMXJUIPVUBQFMWJDFYBN5IJTNBLFT
JUFBTJFS GBTUFSBOENPSFBGGPSEBCMFUP
HFUCJSUIDPOUSPM
±/PSUI"DBEFNZ#MWE 
±8FTU$PMPSBEP"WF
±4"DBEFNZ#MWE
PGGZPVSOFYUWJTJUXIFOZPV
CSJOHJOUIJTBE POFQFSQFSTPO 
XXXQQSNPSH
5"-,5064*/$0/'*%&/$&8*5)$0/'*%&/$&

By Ed White
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

SCHRIEVER AIR FORCE BASE, Colo. — The year
was 1977. Jimmy Carter was president, the World Trade
Center was completed in New York City, a gallon of gas cost
sixty-five cents and the first GPS satellite was put into orbit.
And a small, outside-the-box Air Force organization was
born. It was the Air Force Tactical Exploitation of National
Capabilities program.
During the Cold War, many of the intelligence organizations like CIA, DIA, NRO and NSA had access to some pretty
fantastic intelligence sources. These sources were so highly
classified that nobody else could have access, no matter how
much they could have used the information.
Air Force TENCAP began bridging the gap between these
organizations and the warfighter in order to provide the best,
most accurate and timely information and data possible to
those going in harm’s way.
Colonel Robert F. “Bob” Wright, commander, Space
Integration and Development Center recounts, “That has
been a continuing historical challenge. The traditional classification had to do with protecting sources and methods (of
acquiring the data). The guy on the ground, the guy in the
cockpit, the guy on the ship don’t want to know the sources,
they want the data.”
The Air Force TENCAP program, in concert with the sister
service TENCAP programs began building a bridge to this
information and today’s warfighters reap the benefits.
In 1991, the program got kicked up a notch. General Charles
A. Horner, then commander of Air Force Space Command,
began speaking out about what he saw as an underuse of
promising space technologies during the first Gulf War.
“He was identifying lost potential,” said Colonel Wright.
“It was the great potential that space had to bring to tactical users through the benefits of national capabilities.” That
really marked the turning point to bring the use of national
systems to the tactical users.”
Air Force TENCAP was first headquartered in Washington,
D. C. Soon after he began speaking out, the program was moved
to Air Force Space Command under General Horner. He then
moved the organization to Schriever AFB where it resides today
as part of the Space Integration and Development Center.
The organization’s charter is simple.
“First, exploit space for the tactical user,” said Colonel
Wright. “Second, train and educate the warfighters, and third,
figure out how to build in future capabilities to space programs and aircraft programs. In other words, tailor the acquisition process to accommodate these future capabilities.”
In the last thirty years, about 150 programs have been
examined, of which about 68 were transitioned to users.
The small, lean organization has the capability of putting
programs together in three to 12 months, depending on
complexity, costs, and available technologies.
“The bottom line is that we execute quickly to support
warfighters in the field,” Colonel Wright said. “Bringing
capabilities to the combatant commanders is the bottom
line. We have about 53 projects working at any one time.
Of those projects, 37 have ties to the national intelligence
agencies in Washington, D.C.
We are a lean organization with only 30 active duty officers,
enlisted and civilians, plus some contractors. The budget is
only about $12 million a year.”
When they get assigned a project, the team asks the requestors to pitch in some money so they can leverage their
small budget and still maintain the fast turnaround needed
to support combatant commanders’ needs.
One specific program made available to warfighters in 2007
was the Talon Namath program. It is based on extremely
accurate GPS location capabilities, and the use of a small
diameter bomb.
“This was sort of a back-of-the-napkin brain child for us,”
said Colonel Wright. “The JFACC wanted a capability that
used small diameter bombs for specific targets with some
assurance. We figured a way to increase GPS accuracy by
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At the ceremony celebrating 30 years of Air Force TENCAP successes,
three general officers who either influenced the early days of the program,
or influenced its direction in a major way were present. From left to right
are: retired Maj. Gen. Richard J. O’Lear; Mr. Patrick Ellis, current Air
Force TENCAP director; retired General Ronald R. Fogelman, former
Air Force Chief of Staff; retired Maj. Gen. Glen W. “Wally” Moorhead
III; and Col. Robert F. “Bob” Wright, commander, Space Innovation and
Development Center.
about 28 percent, enabled by more frequent updates of the
location, or ephemeris data and produced an architecture
for the system, using Link-16.
With Link 16, military aircraft as well as ships and ground
forces can exchange their tactical picture in near real time.
Link 16 also supports the exchange of text messages, imagery
data and provides two channels of digital voice. Link 16 is
defined as one of the digital services of the Multifunctional
Information Distribution System.
“The first demonstration in January, 2007 used an F-15
and we hit an IED, a very hard, buried target,” he added.
Another program related to space situational awareness
was the Talon Shield project in the 1990s. It was a spacebased early warning for missile launches program and the
end result was the formation of the 2nd and the 11th Space
Warning Squadrons. The Talon Shield itself became the
Aerospace Fusion Center supporting the two squadrons.
The program’s results speak for themselves. Now, however,
there is a new area of concentration added to warfighter
support, Space Situational Awareness.
Space is considered a contested environment and that
means protective measures need to be in place. One such
measure consists in having sensors in space that can tell
officials whenever a missile is launched, where it is expected
to go and how long it will take to get there.
“We want to know about everything coming off the surface
of the planet. This is early warning capability, IR or Infrared,
detection capability. We want to know it in real time,” said
Colonel Wright.
“Our focus is Space Situational Awareness, understanding
everything that is there as satellites become micro-satellites
and Pico satellites. Do we know what their capabilities are?
Can we even see them? And what danger do they pose to
our systems?”
These are some of the questions asked to achieve SSA. This
is the information planners and operators need to know to
operate our satellites freely and prevent others from interfering with our own operations.
“It all starts with intelligence and space situational awareness,” said Colonel Wright.
One new project for the team was given to them by Gen.
C. Robert Kehler, commander, Air Force Space Command.
It is to study the brand-new Space-Based Infrared Satellite
sensor and figure out how to exploit and employ the data
to support the warfighter.
Colonel Wright said, “General Kehler is the biggest supporter of Air Force TENCAP. He is our number one customer
and our biggest advocate. He has assigned us several projects
to exploit some of the very new capabilities on orbit and I
am sure he will assign us more in the future.”
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Peterson women’s softball team places fifth in world tournament
By Walt Johnson

Davis said the benefit of having a varsity
women’s team at Peterson came to light a
little sooner than should have been expected
given the relative inexperience of the team.
But if anyone had any doubt this team will
not be a team to take seriously now they
should only look at the whole season and
not the pieces of the year.
“We beat the defending champions from
Fort Belvoir in our third game (and put them
out of the tournament) and then people started looking at us and saying we need to pay
attention to these gals. You could see that
do a lot for our confidence. We had to find
our core players and that took us some time.
Then about mid way through the season you
could see the players that were dedicated and
ready to accept the role of being one of the
core players. Peterson hasn’t had a female
team here for the past nine years. Th is is
ground breaking. We have gotten to know
each other and the Peterson women’s softball
team is now being established as something
you want to be a part of. I think it will be a
team that people will look at in the future and
say look out for Peterson,” Davis said.
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When the Peterson women’s softball team
began practicing in early April no one knew
what to expect from this year’s team. It had
been nine years since the base fielded a women’s softball team and there was no chemistry
among the players trying out for the team
because for many it was the first time they
had played together.
Fast forward to Aug. 21 and the Military
World’s Women’s softball tournament held in
Orlando Fla., and the answer to the question
of how the team would play was answered
positively when the Peterson team finished
in fift h place among military teams in the
tournament.
Before the season and the Military World’s
tournament began, Peterson had three players that had varsity softball experience. Add
that fact to the season the team had in the
Colorado Springs softball league where it
finished in last place and there wasn’t much
reason to think it could be competitive in
the high stakes military world tournament.
That is if you just look at the record and not
look at the way the team has grown over the
past season.
Angela Young was the coach for this year’s
team and it’s been said that you can measure
the leadership of a group by how well it is
taught and brought along and how well the
team reacts to the lessons of the leader when
the leader is absent.
Young was the architect of this year’s
team as she slowly built a team of strangers
into a cohesive unit during the regular season. Duty commitments did not allow her
to accompany the team to Florida for the
tournament but her assistant coach Mike
Wardingley and some of the acknowledged
team leaders helped the team get through
the tournament.
One of the leaders, Tammy Davis, said
she was confident the team had the talent
to play well but didn’t know if other factors
would allow the team to be successful. Davis
has played in this tournament in the past
and she said her goal was to win the tournament going in but realistically because of the
level of competition and the fact many of her
teammates were not battle tested this year,
she had a more reasonable goal.
“I’ve played in this tournament before and
I thought we could realistically expect to play
three games. The tournament is in a double
elimination format and I thought we could
get a least three games in, because when we
left Colorado we only had three players that
had ever played at this level before. I thought
the best thing that would come out of the
tournament for us would be the experience
of playing at this level of competition,” Davis
said.
“I tried to convey to the new players that
they didn’t need to be in awe of the other
teams because we deserved to be here. I told
them we wouldn’t be here if we weren’t capable of playing at this level. There were probably going to be some teams that played better
than us because they have played together for

Peterson’s Jennifer Conrad reaches out and makes a catch during women’s softball action in Colorado Springs.
Conrad is a member of the women’s softball team that finished fifth in the military world championship held in
Orlando, Fla. Aug 21-23.
years. But I reminded them that we haven’t
been together for a full season yet so just play
our game and not be intimidated,” Davis
added.
Wardingley was even more convinced that
this would be a tournament for the ladies to
learn what this level of competition is about
and use it as a spring board for success in the
coming years. In fact, Wardingley was so
convinced that the ladies would have to take
some lumps this year he put a very valuable
part of his anatomy on the line.
“I thought if we won two games I would
be happy. In fact I made a deal with the ladies that if we won two games I would allow
them to shave my head. They haven’t done
that yet but I’m sure they will. We didn’t
play many tournaments here (they played
in two) and in league we didn’t play as well
as we wanted to this year. My attitude was if
we won the two games I’d be happy. We won
three games and I was elated. It’s one thing to
read this and say they won three games and
lost two games but if you had been there and
seen how well these ladies played you would
understand the accomplishment and what
they did,” Wardingley said.
Wardingley said the difference between the
team that played in Colorado all year and the
team that played in Florida was clear. He said
the team had a couple of players that it could
count on all year that would consistently hit
the ball and carry the offense. He said when
the team got to Florida everyone on the team
contributing offensively.
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“The players that weren’t as strong during
the season really came through for us hitting
the ball and playing outstanding defense. We
had four, maybe five ladies that usually were
role players this year that put this team on
their back and really played well during the
tournament. They stepped up, bottom line,”
Wardingley said.

Intramural playoffs scheduled to
wrap up tonight
Editor’s note: The 2008 Rocky Mountain
Military Softball Championships will be held
at Peterson’s Freedom Fields softball fields
Saturday. The tournament will feature teams
from Peterson, Schriever, Buckley, F.E. Warren
Air Force Bases, the Air Force Academy, Fort
Carson and a team from Lowery in Denver.
The action will kick off at 9 a.m. when Peterson
will host Fort Carson among other games being played.
Peterson Air Force base’s intramural softball
season is scheduled to come to its conclusion
tonight at Peterson’s Freedom Fields sports
complex.
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Real time observation and data fusion for complete awareness. Collaborative and net-centric capabilities for decisive
action. That’s our plan for protecting the nation’s critical space systems. Securing U.S. space superiority is all a question
of how. And it is the how that makes all the difference.

