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Air Force Chief of Staff defines standard of excellence
By Ed White

Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

Gen. Norton Schwartz, Air Force Chief of Staff, came to
Air Force Space Command for a series of briefings and then
visited with Peterson AFB personnel at an open forum at
the base theater.
His comments included what he called “vital things,”
the foremost of which is the need for the Air Force will go
“back to basics.”
“It is being loyal to those things that have inspired Air
Force members for years. That is our fundamental values of Integrity, Service and Excellence. Excellence is the
byword.
“We are going to re-emphasize compliance in our routines
and in our inspection processes and our accountability and
in our military discipline generally. We are going to return
to the fundamentals of precision and reliability in all that
we do.”
General Schwartz made it clear that in the Air Force, close
enough is not good enough.
“We have lost focus in the nuclear area and we are going
to make it right,” he said.
To earn the trust of the American people, he said, the
expectation is that when something is broken, it must be
fi xed.
“We are going to have a big tent Air Force, in which everyone is all in. This is an important notion and the way we
are going to do this is to start with the nuclear enterprise.
We are going to restructure, re-organize and re-enterprise
top-to-bottom excellence...and in doing so, we will find
that the things we do [in the nuclear enterprise] will apply
to other disciplines in our Air Force.”
There were several key points General Schwartz wanted
all Airmen, civilians and contractors on the Air Force team
to remember as they work the Air Force’s priorities.
See Chief page 14

U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. Matthew Lohr

Gen. Norton Schwartz, Chief of Staff of the Air Force (left), is greeted by Col. Jay Raymond Sept. 2 after landing at Peterson Air Force Base, Colo.
General Schwartz met with members of U.S. Northern Command/North American Aerospace Defense Command, Air Force Space Command and
the 21st Space Wing in the base’s theater.. General Schwartz was recently named the 19th Chief of Staff of the Air Force. Colonel Raymond is the
21st SW commander.

Gazzaway family honored as “Family of the Year”
By Ed White
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

Capt. Alex “Gazz” Gazzaway, his wife Laura, and
their children Zachary, Parker, Grace and Cameron
are the National Military Family Association’s family
of the year for 2008.
Captain Gazzaway is assigned to the Manpower and
Personnel directorate of Air Force Space Command.
The family was honored for their volunteer efforts
and community participation while stationed at Cape
Cod Air Force Station, Mass.
“It is challenging to balance work, family, and community involvement, but we try to intertwine the kids in
everything we do,” Captain Gazzaway said. We consider
it our way to give back to the community and create
fun family memories.”
The family is being flown to Washington D.C. next
week by the NMFA to receive the award and $1,000 for
themselves. The NMFA will also donate $500 in their
name to a charity that supports military families.
Photo by Capt. Gazzaway family, USAF

Capt. Alex “Gazz” Gazzaway, his wife Laura, and their children
Zachary, Parker, Grace and Cameron are the National Military Family
Association’s family of the year for 2008.
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C OMMANDER’S C ORNER
21ST S PACE WING

21st Space Wing Commander
Col. Jay Raymond

Commander highlights key points
of commander’s conference

Chief of Public Affairs
Capt. Toni Tones

Editorial Staff
Chief of Operations Division
2nd. Lt. Jonathan Simmons

Commentary by Col. Jay Raymond

Webmaster
Senior Airman Stephen Collier

Col.
Jay Raymond

21st Space Wing commander

To the 21st Space Wing Knights, after more
than a year in command, I must say I am
more impressed each day with your talent,
discipline, dedication, and your faithful efforts towards producing effective results in
our core mission areas: flawless missile warning, space operations, installation support
and protection and developing and deploying
warrior Airmen.
Sept. 8-10, we held our Commanders’
Conference where 27 of our group and squadron commanders assembled to identify issues
that call for review and to decide on matters
affecting our mission.
While I do not intend on summarizing the
multitude of topics discussed, I’d like to abbreviate a few points.
During a recent strategic summit Air Force
Chief of Staff Gen. Norton A. Schwartz, redefined the Air Force mission statement. “The
mission of the United States Air Force is to fly,
fight and win...in air, space, and cyberspace.”
The 21st SW mission is resolute and remains
the grounds for which we strive as a wing.
It is not only important, but absolutely vital
that every Airman understands how he or she
fits into the mission and relentlessly commit
to its flawless tenant and principle ... it’s our
promise to the command, the Air Force and
America.
Note also that in a concerted effort to develop the most proficient warfighter, we jointly

Staff Reporter
Corey Dahl
Published by Colorado Springs Military Newspapers
Group, 31 E. Platte Avenue, Suite 300, Colorado
Springs, 80903, a private firm in no way connected with
the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive written contract
with the 21st Space Wing. This commercial enterprise
Air Force newspaper is an authorized publication for
members of the U.S. military services.
Contents of the Space Observer are not necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S.
Government, the Department of Defense or the
Department of the Air Force.
The appearance of advertising in this publication,
including inserts or supplements, does not constitute
endorsement by DoD, the Department of the Air Force,
or CSMNG, of the products or services advertised.
Everything advertised in this publication shall be
made available for purchase, use or patronage without
regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin,
age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser,
user or patron.
Editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the 21st Space Wing Public Affairs Office,
775 Loring Ave., Suite 218, Peterson AFB, Colo.,
80914-1294, (719) 556-4351 or DSN 834-4351, fax
(719) 556-7848 or DSN 834-7848. All photographs are
Air Force photographs unless otherwise indicated.
The Space Observer is published every Thursday.
For advertising inquiries, call Colorado Springs
Military Newspapers, (719) 634-5905. Employees
of Peterson Air Force Base who want to place a free
classified advertisement should call 329-5210.
Articles for the Space Observer should be submitted to the 21st SW/PAI, Attn: Space Observer. For
submission details call the editor at (719) 556-4351 or
DSN 834-4351 or e-mail space.observer@peterson.
af.mil. Deadline for article submission is noon the
Thursday one week before publication. News brief
items must be submitted on-line at www.peterson.
af.mil and will run on a space available basis. All
articles, copy and announcements submitted will be
edited to conform to AFI Series 35 and the Associated
Press Stylebook and Libel Manual.

21st Space
Wing
commander
centered attentions on compliance. While I’m
certain that you have spent a great deal of
time over the past months working to ensure
your personal compliance, we have quite a bit
of work to do in order to bolster 100-percent
compliance as a standard in all areas.
As you may know, “compliance Thursdays”
is our time to yield nonessential activity to
spotlight and tackle compliance items as well
as taking time to talk to your people, face to
face. Changing culture across a large organization is challenging. It will take leadership
from the top and involvement from every
member of our wing to make sure our hard
work culminates in continued success.
Additionally, we had the pleasure of hosting
the Air Force Space Command’s Command
Chief Master Sgt. Todd Small, who discussed
the “The AFSPC Year of Leadership,” or YOL.
He emphasized the value of leadership, aim
points and action items that were established
under the banner of YOL, but most importantly, that there’s no leadership crisis. We are
redoubling our efforts to reaffirm and re-instill

the inner confidence of our Airmen, to reflect
on leadership and improve in all areas beginning with “Back to Basics — Heritage.”
Along this line, Sept. 15-19 begins a weeklong series of POW-MIA events to reflect on
why we are able to live the life we live today,
and pay homage to those who suffered for our
freedoms. Further, on Sept. 18, during lunch at
Noon, we will celebrate the Air Force Birthday
at the Aragon Dining Facility.
Above the vast outcomes from the conference, on Sept. 8, the Fourteenth Air Force commander, Lt. Gen. William Shelton announced
the Numbered Air Force quarterly award winners for the second quarter 2008. Please join
me in congratulating Senior Airman Zalman
C. Kosofsky and Tech Sgt. Michael E. Scott
who will soon compete at the AFSPC level
for Airman and Non-commissioned Officer
of the quarter respectively.
Special thanks to our director of staff, Al
Strait and his team of professionals for making
the conference a world-class event for us all:
Capt. Josh Werner, 2nd Lts. Melissa George
Paul Wilcox, Senior Master Sgt. Gary Hadden,
Tech. Sgt. John Sherman, Senior Airman
Ginnafer Burnett, Airmen 1st Class Ryan
Gilletti and Lauren Daily, Dan Pocius and
Francine Norrod and an additional thanks to
“Wild Blue Country,” the fitness center staff
and the Club at Peterson.
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John Laing Homes we think big experiences like buying a

new home should be exciting. Seriously. That’s why we’ve got the tools
to make it
Our
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John Laing Homes offers
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smooth, stress-free, and even pretty fun.

at all of our communities.

one-on-one Home Counselors will walk you through the
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ﬁnancial process, from securing your loan to taking advantage of
special ﬁnancing programs and closing your new home.
Stop by one of our sales centers and discover why there’s

no better

time than now to join a John Laing Homes community.
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NFSJEJBO!SBODI

UIF!HBCMFT

Parkwood 227-7627
From the upper $200s

The Heritage Collection
235-5449 | From the mid $200s

886-4088 | From the $180s

886-4088
From the low $200s

The Villages 495-7773
From the low $300s

The Townes Collection 235-5655
From the $190s

CBOOJOH!MFXJT!SBODI
488-4600 | From the upper $200s

JohnLaingHomes.com

Prices, speciﬁcations and availability
subject to change without notice.
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First Knigh
Name:
Tech. Sgt. Samuel I. Toro Del Toro

821st Support Squadron

Maintenance QAE,
Tech. Sgt. Toro Del

Hometown:
Cabo Rojo, Puerto Rico

Time in Service:
11 years

Hobbies:

Favorite Music:

Heidi.Witherington@csbj.com

ART DEPARTMENT
Art Director
Rowdy Tompkins
Rowdy.Tompkins@csbj.com

Assistant Production
Manager
Jeff Adcox
Jeff.Adcox@csmng.com

Ska, Industrial and Spanish rock

Last good movie:
“Lord of War”

Last good book read:
“Military Commander and The Law”

If you were Chief of Staff of the Air
Force for one day, how would you
change the Air Force?
“Recently the Air Force managed to
make the wrong kind of headlines. We need
to refocus in order to fix our problems; ownership and accountability are out of style
nowadays. When the process works there’s

With so many choices to complete your degree,

WHY CHOOSE
COLORADO CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY?
Adult Studies program distinctives:
• Take classes at Peterson AFB or online
• Special military tuition rate
• Bachelor’s and master’s degrees available
• Take classes one evening per week
• Five week courses and online courses
for busy adults
• Credit for previous college courses and
life learning experiences

New classes begin soon!
800.44.FAITH • www.ccu.edu

U.S. Air Force photo

“As the Vehicle

Vehicle Operations and Maintenance
Quality Assurance Evaluator

Classified Ad Manager
Heidi Witherington

Linda Stuart

Why selected:

Duty Title:

Linda.Stuart@csmng.com

Kathleen.Gannon@csmng.com

this week’s First Knight award. This award is designed to
recognize outstanding Airmen each week for the work they
do every day.

Unit:

Hiking, mountain biking, working on
my 1974 Mazda RX-4 (money pit), turbo
Volkswagen (ultimate sleeper), my motorcycles and taking them to the track

Kathleen Gannon

Tech. Sgt. Samuel I. Toro Del Toro was selected for

For more information or to apply,
call Tom Boven at 719.596.9235
or via email at tboven@ccu.edu
www.ccu.edu/usaf

Colorado Christian University is accredited by the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools

Toro voluntarily
crossed over to cover
for the Transportation
QAE while he went on
leave. Tech. Sgt. Toro
Del Toro learned the
job quickly, this was
essential because he
was stepping up during our annual resupply operation, which is
always the busiest time
of the year for us.” —
Maj. Dayton Nooner
III, 821st Support
Squadron commander

no shortage of people claiming
involvement. However when something is difficult or goes wrong, not
one person or team can be found.

We need to stop chasing accolades,
and concentrate on our responsibilities. Do it right especially when
nobody’s looking!”
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101 Critical Days of Summer come to a close
By Chris Smith
21st Space Wing Safety Office

Labor Day weekend marked the official end to the 101
Critical Days of Summer Safety Campaign for 2008.
Tragically, 16 Airmen lost their lives this summer while
performing activities ranging from the mundane to the
adventurous.
During this year’s Air Force-wide campaign, traffic

mishaps accounted for the majority of the fatalities, while
sports and recreation related mishaps and one miscellaneous
event contributed to the rest. Of the 11 traffic environment
mishaps, five involved motorcycles, three involved personal
automobiles and three were pedestrian related — all offduty fatalities. The sports and recreation fatalities included
a private aircraft crash, a lightning strike while boating and
two water sport mishaps during kayaking and snorkeling

U.S. Air Force graphic

In this Power Point slide, the end result graphic for Air Force-related fatalities and mishaps during the 2008 101 Critical Days of Summer safety
campaign.

Navy Federal is Proud to
Serve the Air Force
A 75-year legacy of
service excellence to the military
nRewards® Credit Card • No annual fee
• Rates as low as 8.9% APR1
Auto Loans • Rates as low as 3.5% APR2
Other Benefits • Over 150 branches worldwide,
and growing
• Over 40,000 FREE ATMs
• FREE 24/7 telephone and
online account access
• FREE Web Bill Pay
• ATM fee rebates3 and
overdraft protection4
Serving Army, Navy, Marine Corps and Air Force active duty, retired,
reserve, National Guard, DoD civilians and their families.

navyfederal.org/join/
1-888-842-6328

1

Current Annual Percentage Rates range from 8.9% to 18%, based on creditworthiness, so your rate may differ. Auto loan rates range from 3.5%
to 7.0%, based on creditworthiness, so your rate may differ. ATM fee rebates for withdrawals made at PLUS System ATMs; up to $10 per monthly
statement cycle with e-Checking, Flagship and Campus Checking accounts. Overdraft protection is a credit product and subject to credit
approval. This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.
Copyright © 2008 Navy Federal NFCU 12301-H (8-08)
2

3

®

4

activities. The miscellaneous category involved a member
who was pinned beneath a vehicle while performing automotive repairs.
Compared to the previous two summers, AF fatalities
are down (19 fatalities in 2007 and 17 in 2006), but the data
is still troubling, given the all-too-common factors present
that could have been mitigated: speeding, alcohol use, failure
to use personal protective equipment, distraction, among
others. While our statistics speak to improving numbers,
safety is not about statistics. Even one mishap is too many,
and the goal is always zero. While a loft y and difficult goal
to reach, it can be attained through proper application of
risk management principles, use of the wingman concept
and working together to take care of each other both onand off-duty.
The focus for 2009 could not be any clearer and the usual
suspects any less familiar. As we head into the fall months,
rest assured that a continued and increased emphasis will
be placed on traffic safety and off-duty mishap prevention.
However, each and every one of us must do our part for safety
and A (assess) — C (consider) -T (take action) accordingly.
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CALENDAR / BASE BRIEFS
Friday, Sep 

Wednesday, Sep 

Civilian Personnel Office closure POW/MIA information at BX
The Peterson Air Force Base Civilian
Personnel Office is closed beginning at 11:30
a.m. Sept. 12 for staff training. Customers in
need of assistance can set up appointments
for the morning. The CPO will re-open for
business Sept. 15. For more information, call
the CPO front desk at 556-4775. For the employee relations hotline, call 556-4737.

Monday, Sep 

POW/MIA reveille
Reveille sounds at 7 a.m. Sept. 15 in remembrance of Prisoner of War/Missing in
Action Day at Peterson Air Force Base, Colo.
For more information, call Master Sgt. David
Pesch at 556-7568.

Tuesday, Sep 

POW/MIA ‘Operation Gate Guard’
Operation Gate Guard, including members
of the Prisoner of War/Missing in Action
Committee and Lions Club, will distribute
literature at Peterson Air Force Base gates
beginning at 6:15 a.m. Sept. 16 in Colorado.
For more information, call Master Sgt. David
Pesch at 556-7568.

POW/MIA candle light vigil
A candle light vigil is held for members
who were Prisoners of War and Missing in
Action at 7 a.m. Sept. 16 at the Peterson Air
Force Base chapel in Colorado. For more
information, call Master Sgt. David Pesch
at 556-7568.

Spouses club expo
The Peterson Spouses Club present the
Welcome Expo 2008 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Sept.
16 at the Peterson Air Force Base Club. Visitors
can browse local vendors, meet other military
spouses, win door prizes, join the Spouses club,
just for starters. The event is stroller friendly.
Admission is free, no reservation required.

An informational table on the Prisoner
of War/Missing in Action remembrance is
available Sept. 17 at the Peterson Air Force
Base, base exchange. POW/MIA information,
posters and other items can be found there.
For more information on this, call Master
Sgt. David Pesch at 556-7568.

Thursday, Sep 

POW/MIA retreat
A Prisoner of War/Missing in Action retreat is 9 a.m. Sept. 18 at the Peterson Air
Force Base museum in Colorado. For more
information, call Master Sgt. David Pesch
at 556-7568.

POW/MIA 24-hour run
A Prisoner of War/Missing in Action 24hour remembrance run begins at 9:15 a.m.
Sept. 18 at the Peterson Air Force Base museum in Colorado. For more information, call
Master Sgt. David Pesch at 556-7568.

Friday, Sep 

POW/MIA Remembrance
Ceremony
A Prisoner of War/Missing in Action
remembrance ceremony is 9 a.m. Sept.
19 at the Peterson Air Force Base chapel.
The ceremony begins directly after the
24-hour remembrance run concludes with
the posting of the POW/MIA flag. Guest
speaker for the event is Tech. Sgt. (ret.)
Charles Blaney, who was shot down and
taken prisoner during World War II. For
more information, call Master Sgt. David
Pesch at 556-7568.

Legal office closure
The Peterson Air Force Base Legal Office
is closed 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Sept. 19 for an
official function. For more information, call
Tech. Sgt. Sherrie Eden at 556-4871.

Wednesday, Sep 

Hispanic heritage planning
meeting

Monday, Sep 

EEAP application submissions

The 2008 Hispanic Heritage Month
Planning Committee meets at Noon,
Wednesdays at the Peterson Air Force Base
Club. Events planned for this year include a
festival, luncheon and kids activities in the
child development center. Members interested in helping should call Capt. Emmanuel
Matos at 554-3131 or Master Sgt. Art Figeroa
at 556-1604.

Applications are now being accepting for
The Space Top Three’s Enlisted Education
Assistance Program $100 grant for third
quarter, 2008. The deadline for submission
is Sept. 29. Members interested in applying should call Master Sgt. Sarah Sparks at
554-1383.

Wednesday, Oct 

Hispanic heritage planning
meeting

Thursday, Sep 

NCO Association meeting
The next Non-commissioned Officer
Association meeting is at 3 p.m. Sept. 25 at
the Peterson Air Force Base Club in Colorado.
Membership is open to all enlisted ranks —
active duty, retired and veterans. For more
information, call Chief Master Sgt. Linda
Valinho at 554-3155.

Friday, Sep 

Singles Retreat
The Peterson Chapel sponsors a singles
retreat at Quaker Ridge Sept. 26-27. Single
Airmen (ages 18-30) are invited to attend.
Activities include horseback riding, swimming,
basketball, volleyball, low ropes course, soccer,
hiking, disc golf and archery. The cost is $20. To
sign up stop by the chapel main office. For more
information, call Missy Quale at 556-4442.

Saturday, Sep 

Singles Retreat
The Peterson Chapel sponsors a singles
retreat at Quaker Ridge Sept. 26-27. Single
Airmen (ages 18-30) are invited to attend.
Activities include horseback riding, swimming, basketball, volleyball, low ropes course,
soccer, hiking, disc golf and archery. The cost
is $20. To sign up stop by the chapel main office. For more information, call Missy Quale
at 556-4442.

The 2008 Hispanic Heritage Month
Planning Committee meets at Noon,
Wednesdays at the Peterson Air Force Base
Club. Events planned for this year include a
festival, luncheon and kids activities in the
child development center. Members interested in helping should call Capt. Emmanuel
Matos at 554-3131 or Master Sgt. Art Figeroa
at 556-1604.

What you should know

Off limits areas established
The following locations within the
Colorado Springs area and El Paso county
are off limits to U.S. Air Force personnel:
Happy Hour Bar & Grill
1677 Jet Wing Dr.
Rental Properties owned by Alma
Patrick
8 separate addresses
Kinja Clinic
1729 Crest Place
Siam’s Oriental Massage Parlor
1783 B Street
Moshi Spa
409 Windchime Place
Oriental Spa Massage
955 N. Powers Blvd

$2.00 OFF GENERAL ADMISSION WITH THIS AD
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OCTOBER 10TH - 12TH

FRI. 11AM - 9PM • SAT. 10AM - 6PM • SUNDAY 11AM - 5PM

Wine and Chocolate Tastings! Runway Fashion Show! Live Music! Giveaways!

Friday - 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM
Julie Pech author of

THE CHOCOLATE THERAPIST
will be speaking and signing books.

Learn How to Train Smart with

Country Western Singer

Jonathan Roche

Eric Dodge

a wide variety of food, kitchen, and specialty exhibits

WINE AND CHOCOLATE LADIES NIGHT
RUNWAY FASHION SHOWS
BEAUTY MAKEOVERS
BRIDAL SHOWS

Saturday at 12:00 Noon

FITNESS DEMOS
TASTE OF COLORADO
CELEBRITY CHEF COOKOFF
EXPERT SPEAKERS

HEALTH SCREENINGS
COLORADO SPRINGS MOMS
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
11 NEWS BROADCASTS

$6 GENERAL ADMISSION • $3 WITH THIS AD • CHILDREN 8 & UNDER FREE
Floral Artistry

FREE PARKING

for all Expo Visitors and Exhibitors is courtesy of

F O R M O R E I N F O R M AT I O N G O T O W W W. W O M E N S L I V I N G E X P O . C O M
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Air Force Reserve to test force
support squadron concept
By AFRC
ROBINS AIR FORCE BASE, Ga. — Starting in October,
the Air Force Reserve Command will test a new force support structure by merging mission support squadrons and
services squadrons at seven locations throughout the United
States.
In the test, which will run for one year, the affected units
will merge manpower and personnel functions with services.
Combining these services in one organization is designed to
streamline processes, maximize customer service and cut
costs associated with maintaining separate organizations.
“The Air Force has become a leaner force,” said Col. Joseph
Vivori, director of manpower and personnel at Headquarters
AFRC.
“As a result, our people have to make the best use of the
resources they have,” he said. “By combining manpower,
personnel and services under one manager, we will reduce
overall costs and give our people more flexibility to respond
to their customers.”
The test will involve two kinds of units — stand-alone
locations and locations that receive support from host activeduty units. Stand-alone test locations are March Air Reserve
Base, Calif.; Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base Fort Worth,
Texas; and Youngstown Air Reserve Station, Ohio. Test locations that will receive some support from their hosts are
MacDill AFB, Fla.; Hill AFB, Utah; Elmendorf AFB, Alaska;
and McGuire AFB, N.J.
Labor relations bargaining obligations will be satisfied
with local unions in advance of the test.
Stand-alone locations will have four flights — force development, community support, civilian personnel, and
readiness and plans. Supported locations will have two flights
— force development and operations, which contains many
of the elements of a readiness and plans flight.
“Force support squadrons are designed to bring people
and services together,” said Maj. Gen. Allan R. Poulin, AFRC
vice commander, who approved the test for the command.
“Like the active force, we will have one agency to care for
our people and manage the services that support them. It
makes good business sense for us to organize the same way
we deploy overseas.”
Airmen and their families can expect to continue to have
the same world-class support, care and facilities they’ve
always had, say command officials. They emphasize that the
merger is not about downsizing but consolidating processes
and programs to better serve people.
After the one-year test ends, AFRC officials will determine
how to implement force support squadrons for the entire
command. (Air Force Reserve Command News Service)

The following Team Pete Airmen were promoted in
September 2008:

21st Space Wing
Senior Master Sgt. David Wells, 76th Space Control
Squadron
Master Sgt. Ivy Bell, 21st Force Support Squadron
Tech. Sgt. Mario Torres II, 21st Communications
Squadron
Tech. Sgt. Bryan Spradley, 21st Aerospace Medicine
Squadron
Tech. Sgt. Renante Ochinang, 21st Medical Operations
Squadron
Tech. Sgt. Maria Gonzalez, 21st Operations Support
Squadron
Tech. Sgt. Emily Smith, 21st Space Wing
Senior Airman Bartholomew Dietrick, 21st Aerospace
Medicine Squadron
Senior Airman Amber Zupke, 21st Aerospace Medicine
Squadron
Senior Airman Luis Mendiola, 21st Civil Engineer
Squadron
Senior Airman Geoffrey Estes, 21st Communications
Squadron
Senior Airman Jonathan Blake, 21st Medical Operations
Squadron
Senior Airman Tanya Zepeda, 21st Medical Operations
Squadron
Senior Airman Yvonne Brown, 21st Security Forces

Call 329-5210

INSOMNIA?
Are you 18 to 64 years
old? Do you have a 3
month history of insomnia?
If so, you may qualify to
participate in a clinical research study of an investigational medication for the treatment of insomnia. Qualified
participants will receive study
related medical tests as well
as compensation for time and
travel.

Air Force Space Command
Master Sgt. James Melman

NORAD/NORTHCOM
Tech. Sgt. Christopher Newcomer, North American
Aerospace Defense Command

Other
Senior Airman Gregory Moulton, 13th Air Support
Operations Squadron
Master Sgt. Jason White, 721st Mission Support
Group
Senior Airman John English II, 721st Security Forces
Squadron
Senior Airman Steven Farparan, 821st Security Forces
Squadron
Airman 1st Class Dustin Baudendistel, 721st Security
Forces Squadron
Airman Delgardo Lewis, 561st Network Operations
Squadron

There’s No Getting
Around It,
The Best Attractions In Colorado Are Just A Short Spin Away.
Colorado Springs
-Academy Riding Stables
-Challenge Unlimited - Pikes
Peak by Bike
-Cheyenne Mountain Zoo
-Flying W Ranch
-Garden of the Gods Trading Post

-Garden of the Gods Visitor
and Nature Center
-Ghost Town Museum
-May Museum of Natural
History
-Pro Rodeo Hall of Fame

Pikes Peak - America’s Mountain

Free classifieds for Servicemembers

Squadron
Senior Airman Archie Garcia, 21st Security Forces
Squadron
Airman 1st Class Nicholas Daum, 21st Civil Engineer
Squadron
Airman 1st Class Dennis Davila, 21st Dental
Squadron
Airman 1st Class Velette Webb, 21st Dental Squadron
Airman 1st Class Michael Lee, 21st Logistics Readiness
Squadron

September  promotions

-Seven Falls
-US Air Force Academy
Visitor Center
-Van Briggle Art Pottery
-Western Museum of Mining
and Industry

Cripple Creek

-Pikes Peak Highway
-North Pole - Santa’s Workshop

-Cripple Creek and Victor Narrow Gauge Railroad
-Mollie Kathleen Gold Mine
-Pikes Peak Heritage Center

Canon City
-Buckskin Joe Frontier Town and Railway
-Echo Canyon River Expeditions
-Historic Royal Gorge Route Railroad
-Royal Gorge Bridge and Park

Historic Manitou Springs
-Cave of the Winds
-Iron Springs Melodrama
-Manitou Cliff Dwellings
-Miramont Castle
-Pikes Peak Cog Railway

Rules of the Game
Go to www.pikespeaktrips.com for more
information, free maps, visitor guides
and money-saving coupons.
Enter to win tickets to Pikes Peak Country
Attractions and gas cards.

Lynn Institute of the Rockies
877-40-Study or 632-LYNN

No purchase necessary. Must be 18 or older
to enter.

“Better Health Through Medical Research

For info call 685-5894 or 800-525-2250.

Pikes Peak Cou
Country
oun
un
untry
Association
Attractions Ass
socia
soc
ciatio
cia
iation
ation
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Movie Times
Speed Racer (PG)
1 p.m. Saturday, September 13
Speed Racer is a young man with natural racing instincts whose goal is to win The
Crucible, a car racing rally that took the life of his older brother, Rex Racer. Speed is loyal
to the family business, run by his parents Pops and Mom. Speed finds support from his
parents and his girlfriend Trixie and enters The Crucible in a partnership with his one-time
rival, Racer X, seeking to rescue his family’s business and the racing sport itself.
PG for sequences of action, some violence, language and brief smoking.
What Happens in Vegas (PG-13)
7 p.m. Saturday, September 13
Two strangers awaken together to discover they’ve gotten married following a night of
debauchery in Sin City, and one of them has won a huge jackpot after playing the other’s
quarter. The newlyweds devise ever-escalating schemes to undermine each other and
get their hand on the money, only to find themselves falling in love amid the mutual
backstabbing.
PG-13 for some sexual and crude content, and language, including a drug reference.

Saturday & Sunday – September 20 & 21
Please join us for our special Military Appreciation Weekend – it’s
our way of thanking all our military personnel for their continued service
to our great country. Just march on over to Cheyenne Mountain Zoo
on September 20 and 21 for two fun-ﬁlled days of stars, stripes and
sunscreen.
All active duty military personnel and their families receive $4.25
admission per person during Military Appreciation Weekend!
For more information, call 719-633-9925 or visit www.cmzoo.org.

88 Minutes (R)
7 p.m. Wednesday, September 17
Dr. Jack Gramm is a college professor who moonlights as a forensic psychiatrist for the
FBI. When Gramm receives a death threat claiming he has only 88 minutes to live, he
must use all of his skills and training to narrow down the possible suspects, who include
a disgruntled student, a jilted former lover, and a serial killer who is already on death row,
before his time runs out.
R for disturbing violent content, brief nudity and language.
Chronicles of Narnia 2 (PG)
1 p.m. Saturday, September 20
Forgetting Sarah Marshall (R)
7 p.m. Saturday, September 20
Devastated Peter takes a vacation to Hawaii in order to deal with the recent break-up
with his TV star girlfriend, Sarah. Little does he know that Sarah’s traveling to the same
resort as her ex ... and she’s bringing along her new boyfriend.
R for disturbing violent content, brief nudity and language.

Sponsors:

TAKE I-25 TO EXIT 138 WEST AND FOLLOW THE SIGNS.

Supporting our Nation’s
Military for over 40 years.

Call today
for details
about exciting
new military
scholarship
opportunities.

Made of Honor (PG-13)
7 p.m. Wednesday, September 24
Tom leads a good life -- he’s sexy, he’s successful, and he knows he can always rely on
Hannah, his delightful best friend and the one constant in his life. It’s the perfect setup until
Hannah goes overseas to Scotland on a six-week business trip; Tom is stunned to realize
how empty his life is without her. He resolves that upon her return, he’ll ask Hannah to
marry him but is floored when he learns that she has become engaged to a handsome and
wealthy Scotsman and plans to move overseas. When Hannah asks Tom to be her “maid”
of honor, he reluctantly agrees to fill the role, but only so he can attempt to woo Hannah
and stop the wedding before it’s too late.
PG-13 for sexual content and language..
Nim’s Island (PG)
1 p.m. Saturday, September 27
Anything can happen on Nim’s Island, a magical place ruled by a young girl’s imagination. It is an existence that mirrors that of her favorite literary character, Alex Rover, the
world’s greatest adventurer. But Alexandra, author of the Rover books, leads a reclusive
life in the big city. When Nim’s father goes missing from their island, a twist of fate brings
her together with Alexandra. Now they must draw courage from their fictional hero, Alex
Rover, and find strength in one another to conquer Nim’s Island.
The Forbidden Kingdom (PG-13)
7 p.m. Saturday, September 27
An American teenager who is obsessed with Hong Kong Cinema and Kung-fu classics makes an extraordinary discovery in a Chinatown pawn shop -- the legendary stick
weapon of the Chinese sage and warriors from martial arts lore on a dangerous quest to
free the imprisoned Monkey King. With the lost relic in hand, the teenager unexpectedly
finds himself traveling back to ancient China to join a crew of warriors from martial arts
lore on a dangerous quest to free the imprisoned Monkey King.
PG-13 for sequences of martial arts action and some violence.

Little People, Big Smiles
Technology
Technology with
with aa Caring
Caring Touch
Touch
Specialized
Specialized treatment
treatment planning
planning for
for all
all ages
ages
Treatment under conscious sedation and general-anesthesia
Digital radiography for pinpoint treatment plans and
reduced radiation exposure
Parents can stay with children during treatment
Delta
Dental,
Tri Care
Dental,
United
Concordia,
Cigna
Delta
Dental,
Tri Care
Dental,
United
Concordia
and Care Credit plans accepted

Healthy Smiles are
Beary Special

(888) 266-1555
www.ctudegreenow.com

Jeﬀ Kahl, DDS
Derek Kirkham, DDS
Committed to
your children’s
oral health!

Welcoming New Patients
9480 Briar Village Point, Suite 301 • (719) 522-0123
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QUALITY.
HONESTY.
INTEGRITY.
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It’s the way our
homes are built.
It’s the way we
do business.

Creek Terrace

Claremont Ranch - Now Open!
Pemberton

2044 Lillian Way

$224,950, 3 bed/ 2 bath,
2 car garage
1368 fin sf / 2610 total
Brandy Station
Tri lvl, 3/2/2 $199,950
1327 fin sf/1655 total

Middleton
2 sty, 3/2.5/2 $199,950
1438 fin sf/ 2026 total

Strasburg
2 sty, 3/2.5/2 $224,950
1397fin/ 1975 total

Port Royal
2 sty, 4/2.5/2 $244,950
2026 fin sf / 2656 total

‘Model home close-out’
3989 Reindeer Circle
$269,950, 4 bed/3.5 bath,
2 car garage
2476 total

CLAREMONT RANCH — Now Open! Homes in the Low $200’s
FOR ALL SUBDIVISIONS: As a thank you to our active military buyers (with I.D.) - we are now offering a free appliance package to be included with all home
purchases. This will include a washer, dryer, refrigerator and microwave. ALSO INCLUDED: closing costs paid by seller with preferred lender.

Creek Terrace
7111 Araia Drive
382-9130
Fountain Mesa & Araia Drive

Prices and availability subject to change without notice.
Landscaping per subdivision.
Visit our Model Homes:
Monday-Saturday 10 am-5pm Sunday 1am-5pm

www.hallmark-homes.com

Claremont Ranch
2044 Lillian Way
570-7232
Marksheffel & Colorado Tech Drive

VillaSport, Colorado
Springs’ premier
luxury health club.
VillaSport is the perfect escape
for our whole family. While we’re
working out, our children can
spend up to two hours a day at
VillaKids being active and having
fun. We get peace of mind knowing
they’re safe and it’s included in our
membership, so we’re saving money
on babysitters too. In fact, our
membership costs just $5 a day for
our family of four.

escape

Get started on your
today
and see how much fun your family
will have getting fit.
Reduced Enrollment Fee
for Active Duty Military

VillaSport is family owned and located at
5904 Prairie Schooner Drive, on the west
side of Powers, south of Woodmen.
Phone: 719.522.1221 www.villasport.com

10

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, September 11, 2008

www.peterson.af.mil

Peterson jet fuel storage tanks receive safety upgrades
By Gerard Cummings
21st Logistics Readiness Squadron

Here’s a trivia question: Who owns the fuel in the bulk
storage tanks on Peterson? If you guessed the 21st Space
Wing, you’d be wrong.
The bulk fuel on base, except for the Army and Air Force
Exchange Service station fuel, is owned by the Defense Energy
Support Center, a component of the Defense Logistics Agency.
But, what does this mean to the 21st SW?
Peterson is a designated Defense Fuels Supply Point for
the storage of DESC fuel. Although the tanks, pipelines
and associated pumping and fi ltering equipment belong
to Peterson, DESC provides funding for repairs, upgrades,
environmental clean-ups and permits.
In July, work began on two JP8 tanks to ensure both environmental safety and safe working conditions for the people
who manage the tanks. Santa Barbara Applied Research is
the prime contractor for managing aviation fuel, motor fuels
and cryogenics on base.
After the tank was cleaned and certified vapor free, sections of safety railing were lifted by crane to the top of the
tank where they were welded into place. Workers needing
access to the top of the tanks will no longer have to wear
safety harnesses to perform their tasks.
The tanks also received high- and low-level alarms. These
state-of-the art systems provide triple redundancy to ensure the tanks can’t be overfi lled. The low-level alarms help
eliminate the possibility of burning up the transfer pumps
by running them dry.
These tank upgrades will ensure continued fuel support in
the safest and most environmentally responsible manner.
U.S. Air Force photo/Mark Trolio

Workers apply some finishing touches to a JP-8 fuel storage container
Aug. 12 at Peterson Air Force Base, Colo. In July 2008, work began on
two of the massive fuel storage containers to ensure they complied with
the latest environmental safety standards. This included the tank being
cleaned and certified vapor free as well as the addition of new safety
railings welded to their sides. Peterson is a Defense Fuels Supply Point
for the Dense Energy Support Center.
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10% off tuition for Master’s degrees

REGIS UNIVERSITY COLLEGE FOR PROFESSIONAL STUDIES offers flexible Bachelor’s
and Master’s degrees in Business and Technology that will provide you with the knowledge and
leadership skills necessary to advance your military career. Regis gives you the freedom to earn a
nationally recognized degree that is accessible and affordable:
* Convenient online learning * Multiple campus locations * 6 start dates per year *
ADVANCE YOUR MILITARY CAREER!

www.Regis.edu/Military | 1.800.392.7984
Online | Colorado Springs Campus - 7450 Campus Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80920

Keith J. Brooks, O.D. & Priscilla L. Brooks, O.D.
6799 Bismark Road, Suite D
Colorado Springs, CO 80922

50% Off Lenses
With Purchase of Frame. Includes
all lenses and lens options. No-Line
Bifocals, Anti-Reflective lenses,
Tints, Transitions lenses etc.

Wiley-X Tactical Goggles, Sport,
Bicycling, Motorcycling...Most
Prescreption Lenses.
Most Insurances Accepted
TRICARE, Davis Vision,
Great-West, EyeMed etc...

574-2020
Peterson

Constitution

$250 per credit hour for Bachelor’s degrees

Brooks Family Eye Care

Bismark

Regis is proud to offer preferred tuition rates for
active military personnel and their spouses.

North

Good thru 09/19/2008
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Boot Camp
was Hard...
Buying a Car
is Easy!
Discounts for Military

Military Appreciation
Program
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Beautiful Smiles

for the Entire Family
Jose M. Arango, DDS, MS
Board Certified Orthodontist

Dr. Jose Arango is a provider of the
$PMPSBEP4QSJOHTt1VFCMP
revolutionary Damon® System Braces.
Free Consultation
/P%PXO1BZNFOU
0% Financing

You’ve made a commitment
to our country.
We’ve made a commitment
to your family.

Revolutionary Technology
Faster Treatment Time
Less Discomfort
Fewer Extractions

When you participate and purchase your
next vehicle from Bob Penkhus, new or
used, you’ll have complete
peace-of-mind.
While you’re overseas you can be
assured that your family will never
be stranded.
Battery Failure • Locked Out • Flat Tire
• Any Emergency • NO COST
They will always know who to call for
the assistance they need, including
alternate transportation.
Bob Penkhus Certified Earth Friendly

7455 Test Dr. Colo. Spgs 80918
1-888-876-7604
w w w. D O D c a r s . c o m

www.arangoorthodontics.com

Military Appreciation Day
>Q FO@IB OFSB >MQFPQ ERO@E
LR >OB FKSFQBA QL EB>O

BQFOBA BODB>KQ FJ IBB ¦ FBQK>J BQBO>K ¦ LR?IB JMRQBB
K >O@E   >ILKD >K >?>KALKBA
DO>PPV QO>FI FK R>KD >J OLSFK@B
DQ BB PQBMMBA LK > I>KA JFKB
LJB EB>O EFP FK@OBAF?IB JBPP>DB LC
ELMB

RKA>V JLOKFKD
BMQBJ?BO 
 >J LO  >J

>II ¦ CLO CROQEBO FKCLOJ>QFLK
LO ABQ>FIBA AFOB@QFLKP

TTT@A?@LOD
FO@IB OFSB >MQFPQ ERO@E
 LOQE FO@IB OFSB FK
LILO>AL MOFKDP

 COBB DFCQ QL ?B DFSBK QL B>@E >@QFSB JFIFQ>OV C>JFIV

12

SPACE OBSERVER
Thursday, September 11, 2008

www.peterson.af.mil

Navy SEABEES dive upon Thule
By Master Sgt. Ben Huseman
821st Support Squadron

THULE AIR BASE, Greenland
— Eighteen members of Underwater
Construction Team Two from Port
Hueneme, Calif., completed a two-week
diving operation in the end of August
at the northernmost deepwater port in
the world.
The operation was the first phase in a
two-phase project to remove debris from
along the DeLong Pier at Thule Air Base,
Greenland, and dredge the berth from an
average depth of 24 to 30 feet.
The port, which is open for approximately 30 days out of the year, is vital to
the success of Thule’s space superiority
missions in a very harsh arctic climate.
Five cargo ships and two tankers carrying almost 15 million gallons of fuel were
offloaded this year.
These supplies are essential to the survival of more than 600 military and civilian Thule residents.
A 2007 dredge study of the pier berth
space performed by the Naval Facilities
Engineering Service Center showed numerous obstructions on the ocean floor
to include old timber piles, large boulders and construction debris almost 50
years old. The 30th Naval Construction
Regiment, also from Port Hueneme,
tasked UCT TWO to support NAVFAC
ESC in the debris removal.

The divers from UCT TWO were at
Thule for a total of 14 days. Each diver
spent about two hours in the water per
dive searching for debris and attaching
necessary crane rigging to remove the
debris. Every diver on the team made
at least three dives in the harbor that is
ice-free only two to three months of the
year. Warm water is pumped to the diver’s
wetsuits to combat hypothermia while
the divers are underwater.
During the diving operations, 102 items
were removed from along the pier, including 30 large truck tires, 24 sections
of steel pipe, eight timber piles, seven
pieces of steel caissons and five large
boulders weighing between 5,000 and
17,000 pounds. Removing these items
prepared the berth for phase two of the
project to remove smaller debris and silt
from the bottom of North Star Bay adjacent to the pier.
UCT TWO was established as an independent unit of the Naval Construction
Force, US Pacific Fleet, in 1973. It is one
of two UCTs in the Navy. Since its establishment, UCT TWO has deployed
to every naval installation in the Pacific
as well as several sites in the Atlantic,
Arctic and Antarctic. The team currently
deploys three 15-member air detachments
on a 6/12-month deployment/homeport
cycle.
U.S. Air Force photo by Master Sgt. Ben Huseman

Petty Officer 1st Class Daniel Luberto leaps into the water next to DeLong Pier at Thule Air Base, Greenland
to survey underwater debris located 25 feet deep on the ocean floor.

Welcome to Colorado Springs!
are you considering

Plastic Surgery?
t Breast Enlargement
t Breast Lift
t Tummy Tuck
t Liposuction
Free Consultation
Aﬀordable Financing Options
Military Discounts Available
Call for details

DOUGLAS J. RASKIN, M.D., D.M.D
Harvard & Stanford Trained
Certiﬁed by American Board of Plastic Surgery

+-.#//..++/;$F_a[iF[Wa7l[$"Ik_j[(&/
mmm$fY_ioi$d[j%tZ`h[cW_b0Z`h6fY_ioi$d[j

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination beneﬁt!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!
• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.
referral is
No Primar y Care
call for
ply
Sim
ry.
necessa
.
nt
me
int
an appo

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

MARK J. BENTELE, DDS, MS, PC
(COL, USAF, RET)

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
Saturday and after-school appointments available.

2575 Montebello Dr W, Ste 101
between Union & Academy
UNITED CONCORDIA/payment plans available. No charge evaluations.

719-268-7138 • www.inner-smiles.com

Fast Drying Carpet &
Upholstery Cleaning
• Dries in 1-2 hrs
• Non Toxic – Safe for
Kids & Pets

• 10+ Years Military Housing
& Facility Cleaning
We Clean Those Corners
and Edges

• Move Out Special Rates

• IMPAC Card Accepted

• Black Light / Pet Treatment
/ Sanitizing

• Vet / Woman Owned
• 40% Off Oriental /
Area Rugs Brought To
Us For Cleaning

• CCR & Wide Area
Workflow

AMBASSADOR

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be ﬁlled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

260-0302

You are invited to
First Baptist Church of Peaceful Valley
• Independent - Fundamental
• King James Bible
• Soul Winning and Visitation Program
• Bus Ministry
• Faith Promise Missions
• Annual Missions Conference
• Old Fashioned Preaching
• Strong Bible Centered Families

Services are as follows:

Home of First
Baptist Christian
Academy
Opening Fall
2008

Sunday 9:45am Sunday School
10:30am Preaching Service
6:00pm Evening Service
Wednesday 7:00pm Bible Study and Prayer Meeting
Thursday 9:30am and 6:30pm Visitation
Saturday Men’s Prayer Meeting
We are located at the corner of Fontaine and Powers
7925 Fontaine Blvd, Colorado Springs, CO 80925
AW Payne, Pastor (719-392-4444)
www.firstbaptistchurchofpeacefulvalley.org
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Peterson Airmen showcased at Cripple Creek parade

Courtesy photo

Chief Master Sgt. William Carter leads a contingent of Airmen Aug. 16 during the 2008 Cripple Creek Honors America’s Armed Forces parade in the Colorado town. During the honorary weekend, a memorial dedication
for fallen servicemembers was held for those who’ve made the ultimate sacrifice from the Pikes Peak area of the state, a fireworks display and a concert headlined by country singer Sammy Kershaw. Chief Carter is
the 721st Security Forces Squadron superintendent.

Cell
Phone
Repair

• Wheel & Tire
Packages
• Bed Rugs
• Spray Liners
• Nerf Bars
• Grill Guards

10% Military
Discount
Dis
Repa While
Repairs
You Wait!

• Authorized Repair Center for all cellular phones
• Repair your phone instead of buying new
• Liquid, Cosmetic, Physical damage
• Unlocking – Flashing – Data Transfer
• Mail-in Repairs
719-573-6154 • 3440 N. Academy Blvd.
Colorado Springs, CO 80917
www.ColoradoCellPhoneRepair.com

Heart of Jerusalem Cafe
Authentic Middle Eastern Cuisine

50% OFF
Buy one $8.99 Combo
Meal and Get a 2nd
Combo Meal of equal or
lesser value at half price.

Silverado /Sierra Crew Cab Short Bed, 700 Series

FREE Drink with Military or Student I.D.

Ram Quad Cab, Model 100XQ

MILITARY DISCOUNT — 5% OFF

667-0053

Homemade from Scratch Fresh Falafel,
Fresh Lamb, Chicken and Beef
Shawermah marinated in Mediterranean
Spices (GYRO) • Homemade Baklava
Delicious Hummus Dip and Pita Bread

We Cater & Deliver Downtown

15 E. Bijou (Downtown Colorado Springs) 719.477.1777

2400 Naegele Ave
West Hwy 24 at 25th Street

877
745-EGGS
Surrogate program $20,000+
Egg donor program $4,500-$10,000
If you have been considering donation or surrogacy,
now is the time to discuss the opportunity with
some who truly knows the answers.

www.DonatedEggs.com

3216 CHELTON CR. •471-9060

15% OFF
Any package
over $399.95

Does not include parts or sublet.
Not valid with any other offer.

• FREE Estimates
• Insurance Claims Handled
• Nationwide Warranty
• Prompt Repairs
• Unmatched Quality
• Hail Damage Specialists

SELECT Sports & Imports

Gentle Dental Care
Howard Short, D.M.D.
Accepting
United Concordia Insurance
for military families!

CALL
FOR APPOINTMENT!

719-574-7631
5739 Constitution Ave.
(SW corner Constitution and
Powers next to Walgreens)

Auto
Home
Life
Business
RV’s
Boats
Motor
Homes
and more

Raelea Martin Webb
Insurance Agency
• Multi-Policy Discounts
• Free Insurance Analysis & Quotes
• Active & Retired Military Discounts
Contact:
Off: 719-630-6433 Fax: 719-328-9010
Email: rwebb@farmersagent.com
Website: www.farmersagent.com/rwebb
We Get You Back Where You Belong!

MILITARY DISCOUNTS

No Hassle • No Dealer Handling
Your Best Car Buying Experience Ever!

535 N. Murray Blvd.
719-459-5961

www.selectsportsimports.com
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History of the National League of POW/
MIA Families’ POW/MIA Flag

POW/MIA remembrance week
POW/MIA reveille
Reveille sounds at 7 a.m. Sept. 15 in remembrance of Prisoner of War/Missing
in Action Day at Peterson Air Force Base,
Colo. For more information, call Master
Sgt. David Pesch at 556-7568.

POW/MIA ‘Operation Gate
Guard’
Operation Gate Guard, including members of the Prisoner of War/Missing in
Action Committee and Lions Club, will
distribute literature at Peterson Air Force
Base gates beginning at 6:15 a.m. Sept. 16
in Colorado. For more information, call
Master Sgt. David Pesch at 556-7568.

POW/MIA candle light vigil
A candle light vigil is held for members
who were Prisoners of War and Missing in
Action at 7 a.m. Sept. 16 at the Peterson Air
Force Base chapel in Colorado. For more
information, call Master Sgt. David Pesch
at 556-7568.

POW/MIA information at BX
An informational table on the Prisoner
of War/Missing in Action remembrance
is available Sept. 17 at the Peterson Air
Force Base, base exchange. POW/MIA

information, posters and other items can
be found there. For more information on
this, call Master Sgt. David Pesch at 5567568.

POW/MIA retreat
A Prisoner of War/Missing in Action
retreat is 9 a.m. Sept. 18 at the Peterson
Air Force Base museum in Colorado. For
more information, call Master Sgt. David
Pesch at 556-7568.

POW/MIA 24-hour run
A Prisoner of War/Missing in Action 24hour remembrance run begins at 9:15 a.m.
Sept. 18 at the Peterson Air Force Base museum in Colorado. For more information,
call Master Sgt. David Pesch at 556-7568.

POW/MIA Remembrance
Ceremony
A Prisoner of War/Missing in Action
remembrance ceremony is 9 a.m. Sept. 19
at the Peterson Air Force Base chapel. The
ceremony begins directly after the 24-hour
remembrance run concludes with the posting of the POW/MIA flag. Guest speaker for
the event is Tech. Sgt. (ret.) Charles Blaney,
who was shot down and taken prisoner during World War II. For more information,
call Master Sgt. David Pesch at 556-7568.

7995

$

Military Discounts!
Ask about our

FREE
TOWING!
Peak to Peak Transmission
Serving
Colorado Springs and Surrounding Areas

(Most Cars)

TRANSMISSION
TUNE-UP
INCLUDES: Change Transmission
Fluid Clean Screens (if possible)
• Adjust Bands (if possible) • Replace
Pan Gasket • Road Test Remove Pan
• Replaceable Filters Extra. Not valid
with other offers. With coupon.

100 OFF

$

TRANSMISSION
REPAIR

1290 Ainsworth St.

638-6559
www.peaktopeaktransmission.com

FREE Performance Check and Diagnostics

ANY INTERNAL
AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION REPAIR
Must present coupon at time of
purchase. Minimum $1000 repair
Not valid with other offers.
With coupon.

In 1971, Mrs. Michael Hoff, an MIA wife
and member of the National League of
Families, recognized the need for a symbol
of our POW/MIAs. Prompted by an article
in the Jacksonville, Florida Times-Union,
Mrs. Hoff contacted Norman Rivkees, Vice
President of Annin & Company which had
made a banner for the newest member of
the United Nations, the People’s Republic
of China, as a part of their policy to provide
flags to all United Nations members states.
Mrs. Hoff found Mr. Rivkees very sympathetic to the POW/MIA issue, and he, along
with Annin’s advertising agency, designed a
flag to represent our missing men. Following
League approval, the flags were manufactured for distribution.
On March 9, 1989, an official League flag,
which flew over the White House on 1988
National POW/MIA Recognition Day, was
installed in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda as a
result of legislation passed overwhelmingly
during the 100th Congress. In a demonstration of bipartisan Congressional support,
the leadership of both Houses hosted the
installation ceremony.
The League’s POW/MIA flag is the only flag
ever displayed in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda
where it will stand as a powerful symbol of
national commitment to America’s POW/
MIAs until the fullest possible accounting has been achieved for U.S. personnel
still missing and unaccounted for from the
Vietnam War.
On August 10, 1990, the 101st Congress
passed U.S. Public Law 101-355, which

recognized the League’s POW/MIA flag and
designated it “as the symbol of our Nation’s
concern and commitment to resolving as
fully as possible the fates of Americans still
prisoner, missing and unaccounted for in
Southeast Asia, thus ending the uncertainty
for their families and the Nation”.
The importance of the League’s POW/
MIA flag lies in its continued visibility, a
constant reminder of the plight of America’s
POW/MIAs. Other than “Old Glory”, the
League’s POW/MIA flag is the only flag ever
to fly over the White House, having been
displayed in this place of honor on National
POW/MIA Recognition Day since 1982. With
passage of Section 1082 of the 1998 Defense
Authorization Act during the first term of
the 105th Congress, the League’s POW/MIA
flag will fly each year on Armed Forces Day,
Memorial Day, Flag Day, Independence Day,
National POW/MIA Recognition Day and
Veterans Day on the grounds or in the public lobbies of major military installations as
designated by the Secretary of the Defense,
all Federal national cemeteries, the national
Korean War Veterans Memorial, the National
Vietnam Veterans Memorial, the White
House, the United States Postal Service
post offices and at the official offices of the
Secretaries of State, Defense and Veteran’s
Affairs, and Director of the Selective Service
System.
(Editor’s Note: The preceding article is crafted by the Air Force Sergeant’s Association
and is being reprinted with the permission of
National League of POW/MIA Families)

Chief:

are beneath us? No, I don’t. We should celebrate what our folks are doing in non-traditional roles, because the Nation requires
it. And when that young Airman who is performing in a non-traditional role becomes
a chief master sergeant, think how different
our Air Force will be — for the better.”
General Schwartz also took questions
from the audience. Questions ranged from
personnel issues to tour length in Southwest
Asia to hurricane support. Airmen also asked
questions about the personnel end strength
and the nuclear enterprise.
On the nuclear enterprise issue, General
Schwartz commented that the nuclear deterrent mission is still relevant and that the
Air Force was working hard to ensure the
future structure of that mission best reflects
its importance. His final message to the audience was clear.
“This is about credibility. That is what it
boils down to: we, as an Air Force, are on
the way back.” (AFPN)

From page 1
 “We are going to keep the promise to
our Joint team mates, to our Airmen and
their families.
 “Precision and reliability is the standard
regardless of job, or grade, or specialty.
 “Everyone contributes — every single
person. Every discipline matters.
 “We should be proud of what we do
for all, for America, for the Joint team, for
our Air Force and for our Airmen and their
families.
Fundamental to the Air Force, the general
concluded, is the calling we have of ‘Send
Me,’ and how that sense of duty is part of
our heritage and contribution to the Joint
fight.
“Do I believe that ‘in-lieu-of’ assignments

Visit the Space Observer
online at www.csmng.com
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POW/MIA Day: A history
National League of POW/MIA Families

Until July 18, 1979, no commemoration
was held to honor America’s Prisoners of
War/Missing in Action (POW/MIA), those
returned and those still missing and unaccounted for from our nation’s wars.
That first year, resolutions were passed in
the Congress and the national ceremony was
held at the National Cathedral, Washington,
D.C.
The Missing Man formation was flown
by the 1st Tactical Squadron, Langley Air
Force Base, Va. The Veterans Administration
published a poster including only the letters
“POW/MIA” and that format was continued
until 1982, when a black and white drawing of a POW in harsh captivity was used
to convey the urgency of situation and the
priority that President Ronald Reagan assigned to achieving the fullest possible accounting for Americans still missing from
the Vietnam War.
National POW/MIA Recognition Day legislation was introduced yearly, until 1995

when it was deemed by Congress that legislation designating special commemorative days
would no longer be considered by Congress.
The President now signs a proclamation each
year.
In the early years, the date was routinely
set in close proximity to the League’s annual
meetings. In the mid-1980s, the American
Ex-POWs decided that they wished to see the
date established as April 9, the date during
World War II when the largest number of
Americans were captured.
As a result, legislation urged by the
American Ex-POWs was passed covering
two years, July 20, 1984 and April 9, 1985,
as the commemoration dates.
The 1984 National POW/MIA Recognition
Day ceremony was held at the White House,
hosted by President Ronald Reagan. At that
most impressive ceremony, the Reagan
Administration balanced the focus to honor
all returned POWs and renew national commitment to accounting as fully as possible
for those still missing.

Perhaps the most impressive Missing Man
formation ever flown was that year; up the
Ellipse and over the White House.
Unfortunately, the 1985 ceremony was canceled due to inclement weather, a concern
that had been expressed when the April 9
date was proposed.
Subsequently, in an effort to accommodate
all returned POWs and all Americans still
missing and unaccounted for from all wars,
the National League of Families proposed
the third Friday in September, a date not
associated with any particular war and not
in conjunction with any organization’s national convention.
Most National POW/MIA Recognition Day
ceremonies have been held at the Pentagon.
On Sept. 19, 1986, however, the national
ceremony was held on the steps on the U.S.
Capitol facing the Mall, again concluding

with a flight in Missing Man formation.
National POW/MIA Recognition Day
Ceremonies are now held throughout the
nation and around the world on military
installations, ships at sea, state capitols, at
schools, churches, national veteran and civic
organizations, police and fire departments,
fire stations, etc.
The League’s POW/MIA flag is flown,
and the focus is to ensure that America remembers its responsibility to stand behind
those who serve the nation and do everything possible to account for those who do
not return.
(Editor’s Note: The preceding article is crafted by the Air Force Sergeant’s Association
and is being reprinted with the permission of
National League of POW/MIA Families)
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Exciting championship game wraps up intramural softball season
By Walt Johnson
CSMNG

In two of the best championship games you could ever
ask for, the silver and bronze softball championships were
won by the 21st Civil Engineer Squadron and 21st Space
Wing/21st Operations Group teams, respectively, Sept. 4
at Freedom Fields here.
In the silver league game between the Engineers and the
21st Medical Group, it took a dramatic swing of the bat to
decide the championship in the “if necessary game” before
a winner was declared.
In the bronze league game, the 21st SW/OPS team used
a late rally and then some great defense to capture the title
against a very good Contracting team.
The Engineers came into the tournament as the fift h seeded
team and showed right away it meant business, as it defeated the fourth seeded 76th Space Control Squadron/544th
Inspector General team. Showing that victory was not a fluke,
the Engineers came back in its next game and knocked off the
top seeded 21st Force Support Squadron team to advance to
the winners bracket championship game. In that game, the
Engineers defeated the second seeded 302nd Maintenance
team to advance to the championship round undefeated.
The victory also meant the fift h seeded Engineers owned
victories over the number one and two seeded teams in the
playoffs, a rare feat in playoff softball.
Who the Engineers would face for the title was a story book
ride for the Medical Group. After losing its first game of the
tournament to Headquarters Air Force Space Command,
the 21st MDG was looking at the toughest road any team
would have to get back to the championship round and
the odds were not in its favor. The first team the Medical
Group had to face was the top seeded Force Support team
that was upset by the Engineers. Having to win in the loser’s
bracket is bad enough but having to defeat the top seeded
team was a daunting task. The 21st MDG did defeat the
Force Support team to knock the top seeded team out of the
playoffs. The Medical Group then rode that momentum to
victories over the 76th SPCS and the 302nd Maintenance in
the losers bracket championship game to earn a ticket to the
championship round against the Engineers. The 21st MDG
win meant for the first time in anyone’s recent memory,
the fift h and sixth seeded teams would meet for the base
championship.
The bronze league was just as exciting a playoff series, and
it too saw its top two seeded teams fall before reaching the
championship game. The 21st SW/OPS team started its road
to the championship by defeating the same 21st Contracting
Squadron team it would meet for the championship. After

Welcome... to the dental practice of

CSMNG photo/Walt Johnson

Dan Lampi (right), 21st Medical Group, slides safely into second base during the Silver League intramural playoff action Sept. 4 at Peterson’s Freedom
Field.
beating Contracting, the 21st SW/OPS team met and defeated the second seeded 721st Security Forces Squadron
team to advance to the winners bracket championship game
against the top seeded Team Colorado squad. The 21st SW/
OPS team defeated the top seeded team to advance to the
championship round where it looked across the field and
saw the same Contracting team that had battled its way out
of the losers bracket. The game turned out to be a classic
matchup after it looked like it would be a laugher for the
Contracting team. Contracting jumped out to a 10-0 lead
after two innings and it looked like the “if necessary” game
was going to be very necessary. Then the 21st SW/OPS team
bats came to life and after six and a half innings the wing
team took a three run lead.
With two outs and two runners on base, a Contracting
batter hit a long fly ball to left field that the wing team left
fielder got a glove on but dropped. With all the Contracting
runners running at field steam each of them scored to tie
the game at 16 apiece and send it into extra innings. Neither
team scored in the eighth inning but the fireworks continued in the ninth inning. The wing team scored six runs to
take a 22-16 lead. Contracting plated three runs in its half

of the ninth inning and had two runners on base when one
of its batters lined a pitch to the left center field alley that
looked like it would drop in and tie the game again as the
three runners would have certainly scored. But the wing’s
centerfielder raced to the ball and made a spectacular diving
grab to record the last out of the game and give the wing
the championship.
The silver league had an even more dramatic finish. After
the 21st MDG destroyed the Engineers in the first game
of the championship match the two teams needed the “if
necessary” game to determine the champion. The 21st MDG
team jumped out to a great start and it looked like it would
pull off the double header sweep early in the game. But then
the Engineers showed the heart of a champion.
The ‘Engineers rallied back from its deficit to eventually
trail the Medical Group by two runs, 16-14, with the bases
loaded in the bottom of the seventh inning. Gary Bowen
stepped to the plate for the Engineers and a base hit would
have tied the game. But fate had a different idea in mind
for Big-hitter Bowen and with one swing he hit a dramatic
walk off grand slam home run that delivered a title to the
Engineers.
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