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Tragic aircraft accident gave base its name
By Jeff Nash
Peterson Air and Space Museum

In the summer of 1942, Colorado Springs
Army Air Base was a busy place.
The base was under construction, having been activated the previous May. At the
same time, a photographic reconnaissance
training center was organizing and training
new reconnaissance squadrons for combat
duty overseas. These squadrons were needed
quickly, so there was lots of urgency as ground
and flight training took place around hangar,
classroom, and barracks construction.
In July 1942, 1st Lt. Edward J. Peterson, a
pilot and Colorado native, reported for duty
as operations officer for the 14th Photographic
Reconnaissance Squadron. Like his fellow
pilots, Lieutenant Peterson eagerly prepared
for combat with his squadron and their F-4
“Photo Lightning” reconnaissance aircraft.
The F-4 was the reconnaissance version of
Lockheed’s P-38 “Lightning” twin-engine
fighter, which was introduced before the U.S.
entered World War II in 1941.
Lieutenant Peterson was born Nov. 16, 1917,
spending his childhood years in Loveland and
Berthoud, Colo. In 1931, his family moved to
Englewood, where he graduated from high
school in 1935. He ranked number five academically in his class and was an all-conference stand-out in football and track. He went
on to the University of Denver, graduating

in 1939 with a degree in education.
He went on to earn a master’s degree in 1940, working
three part-time jobs
as he worked on his
degree.
During this time,
Ed Peterson became
actively interested in
aviation. He enrolled
in a Civilian Pilot Training
Program flying school at the Denver
Municipal Airport. Created before
World War II, the CPTP was a U.S. government program to create a trained pool of
potential military pilots in case of war. While
earning his civilian pilot’s license, Lieutenant
Peterson met his future wife, Ruth Wallrich.
Ms. Wallrich was from Alamosa, Colo., and
also a licensed pilot.
In March 1941, Lieutenant Peterson enlisted in the Aviation Cadet program and
reported to Stockton Field, Calif., for military
pilot training. He completed training and
received a commission as an Army Air Forces
second lieutenant the following October.
As the squadron operations officer,
Lieutenant Peterson had more hours in the P-38
aircraft than his fellow pilots. This experience
also made him the squadron test pilot. On the
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1st Lt. Edward Peterson
poses with an airplane circa
1942. While serving as a
pilot in the Army Air Forces,
Lieutenant Peterson was
killed in a plane accident at
Colorado Springs Air Base,
which was subsequently renamed in his honor.

See Peterson page 13
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New health bar at base gym
takes off into ‘Wild Blue Yonder’
By Rob Bussard
21st Communications Squadron
Multimedia Services

The articulate aroma of freshly-ground
coffee beans beats a path through the smells
of Peterson’s Fitness and Sports Center these
days.

Ashleyann Carlson is the owner and operator of Wild Blue Yonder, a new health and
coffee bar now open in the base’s fitness center. Ms. Carlson, an ice skating medalist and
health food devotee, decided that, after the
See Health Bar page 13

Wing commander reunites with, recognizes new U.S. citizen

Tonie Gingrass (center) stands with Col. Jay Raymond, 21st Space Wing commander (left) and Chief Master
Sgt. Timothy Omdal, 21st SW command chief Aug. 27 as she receives the wing’s longevity award for 20 years
of service. The award, presented at Peterson Air Force Base’s Silver Spruce Golf Course, culminates Mrs.
Gingrass’s career at the golf course where she is retiring soon and her recent acceptance in becoming a U.S.
citizen after moving the U.S. 32 years ago. Colonel Raymond also pointed out during the ceremony he originally
met Mrs. Gingrass several years ago when he was a captain.
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Ashleyann Carlson whips up a fruit smoothie for Bob Guevara Aug. 22 after his workout at the Peterson Fitness
and Sports Center in Colorado. Mrs. Carlson is the owner and operator of the new Wild Blue Yonder health bar,
located centrally in the fitness center. The Wild Blue Yonder opened Aug. 21 and serves coffee, espressos, fruit
smoothies and other healthy snacks.

Hurricane Ike

Job Training

USNORTHCOM continues response to
aftermath

Cadets participate in summer research
program at AFOTEC, Det. 4
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It’s the way our
homes are built.
It’s the way we
do business.

Creek Terrace

Claremont Ranch - Now Open!

SOLD

Pemberton

2044 Lillian Way

Brandy Station
7324 Willowdale Drive
Tri lvl, 3/2/2 $199,950
1327 ﬁn sf/1655 total

Middleton
2 sty, 3/2.5/2 $199,950
1438 ﬁn sf/ 2026 total

Strasburg
9225 Red Fern Lane
2 sty, 3/2.5/2 $224,950
1397ﬁn/ 1975 total

Port Royal
7311 Willowdale Dr.
2 sty, 4/2.5/2 $244,950
2026 ﬁn sf / 2656 total

$224,950, 3 bed/ 2 bath,
2 car garage
1368 ﬁn sf / 2610 total

Claremont
Ranch

‘Model home close-out’
3989 Reindeer Circle
$249,950, 4 bed/3.5 bath,
2 car garage
2476 total

CLAREMONT RANCH — Now Open! Homes in the Low $200’s
FOR ALL SUBDIVISIONS: As a thank you to our active military buyers (with I.D.) - we are now offering a free appliance package to be included with all home
purchases. This will include a washer, dryer and refrigerator. ALSO INCLUDED: closing costs paid by seller with preferred lender.

Creek Terrace
7111 Araia Drive
382-9130
Fountain Mesa & Araia Drive

Prices and availability subject to change without notice.
Landscaping per subdivision.
Visit our Model Homes:
Monday-Saturday 10 am-5pm Sunday 1am-5pm

www.hallmark-homes.com

Claremont Ranch
2044 Lillian Way
570-7232
Marksheffel & Colorado Tech Drive

VillaSport, Colorado
Springs’ premier
luxury health club.
VillaSport is the perfect escape
for our whole family. While we’re
working out, our children can
spend up to two hours a day at
VillaKids being active and having
fun. We get peace of mind knowing
they’re safe and it’s included in our
membership, so we’re saving money
on babysitters too. In fact, our
membership costs just $5 a day for
our family of four.

escape

Get started on your
today
and see how much fun your family
will have getting fit.
Reduced Enrollment Fee
for Active Duty Military

VillaSport is family owned and located at
5904 Prairie Schooner Drive, on the west
side of Powers, south of Woodmen.
Phone: 719.522.1221 www.villasport.com
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Commentary by Col. Jay Raymond
21st Space Wing commander

This week, the 21st Space Wing reflected on
the heroism of tens of thousands of Americans
who endured the hardships of enemy confinement, and those whose fate, in time of war,
remains unknown.
Our wing hosted a series of week-long
events including a reveille ceremony, candlelight vigil, an information booth, a retreat
ceremony, a 24-hour run, and a remembrance
ceremony to cap off the week. Each event offered an opportunity to commemorate the
selfless sacrifice of our nation’s Prisoners of
War and Missing in Action. These Americans
faced the worst of all wars in an effort to
preserve the best of America. The events of
this week ensured our wing will never forget
their sacrifices.
Though we stood in remembrance as one
small group, we stood united in honoring
these patriots. In fact, we had the privilege
to stand alongside U.S. Air Force Col. (ret.)
George “Bud” Day; a true patriot whose
heroism was awarded the Medal of Honor
after being held captive for five years, seven
months in North Vietnam. And on Sept.
19, we’ll have the added privilege of hearing
retired Tech. Sgt. Charles “Chuck” Blaney,
an Army
Air Force B-24 “Liberator” radio operator
and top turret gunner, share his account of
time served in World War II. His aircraft was
shot down by Messerschmitt 262 jet aircraft
over Hamburg, Germany, during his 23rd
combat mission; he was held captive until the
end of the war. I thank both of these men for
sharing their valiant stories and presence with
the men and women of the 21st SW.

w w w. D O D c a r s . c o m

Boot Camp
was Hard...
Buying a Car
is Easy!
Discounts for Military

Military Appreciation
Program
You’ve made a commitment
to our country.
We’ve made a commitment
to your family.

When you participate and purchase your
next vehicle from Bob Penkhus, new or
used, you’ll have complete
peace-of-mind.
While you’re overseas you can be
assured that your family will never
be stranded.
Battery Failure • Locked Out • Flat Tire
• Any Emergency • NO COST
They will always know who to call for
the assistance they need, including
alternate transportation.
Bob Penkhus Certiﬁed Earth Friendly

Col.
Jay Raymond
21st Space
Wing
commander
It goes without saying that the events of
this week would not have been possible without the support of many people. There were
also hundreds of Airmen who participated
in the 24-hour POW/MIA run. In particular,
I wish to thank Senior Master Sgt. Treassia
Hall; Master Sgts. Russell Buxton, David
Pesch, Andrew Holland, William Davis; Tech
Sgts. Jacob Miller, Lashawna Harn, Emily
Smith, Staff Sgt. Michael Smith, The Lion’s
Club and the Knights of Columbus. There
were also dozens of support personnel who
assisted and I thank you all. I’d especially
like to thank Senior Master Sgt. Scott Sippel,
who took the lead on this year’s events. Thank
you for making this week a memorable one
for us all.
Another notable event which transpired
this week was the reopening of the recently
renovated front entrance and parking lot of
the 21st Medical Group’s medical treatment
facility. After being under construction for
nearly nine months, the new front entrance
and parking lot will resume full operations
as the primary entry and exit point for more
than 24,000 beneficiaries annually. The entrance permits easier access to the pharmacy,
pediatric clinic, Aerospace Medicine, women’s health clinic and patient administration.

Completion of this project represents the
end of phase six of a 12-phase, $10 million,
renovation project in building 959. Falling
directly in line with unsurpassed installation support and protection, one-third of our
overall mission, the project design incorporates many of the latest technologies to meet
the new force protection and antiterrorism
standards.
Lastly, our Air Force celebrated its 61st
year since its inception as a separate service, beginning when Harry Truman signed
the National Security Act on Sept. 18, 1947.
Today, our Air Force is the greatest air, space
and cyberspace force the world has ever seen,
and is a result of the best and brightest professionals a service can ask for. I am extremely
proud to serve alongside each and every one
of you.

Submitting Action Lines

The Action Line is a direct link to the 21st
Space Wing commander. It should be used
when other avenues have failed. Concerns
should be addressed at the lowest possible
level in the chain of command and elevated
as necessary.
If satisfactory results have not been attained
by addressing the chain of command, call the
Action Line at 556-7777 or fax 556-7848.
Though not required, Action Line users
should leave point-of-contact information
when submitting an Action Line. This will
allow those who are addressing the concern to
clarify the information and respond, if necessary. Not all responses are printed; however,
if information allows, a response will be rendered in another format.

Winning Smiles For Everyone!
EXPERIENCED, CARING AND GENTLE
Cosmetic Dentistry
Bonding & Veneers
Root Canal Therapy
Childrens Dentistry
Crowns & Bridges
Orthodontics
Teeth Whitening
Oral Surgery
Dentures
Implants
Wisdom Teeth
White Fillings
Porcelain Laminates
Gum Care

PROVIDER FOR ACTIVE MILITARY DEPENDENTS

Personal Dentistry with a Soft Touch for
Children, Parents & Grandparents.

SAME DAY EMERGENCY CARE

597-9737

7455 Test Dr. Colo. Spgs 80918
1-888-876-7604
w w w. D O D c a r s . c o m

www.powersdentalgroup.com
Caring For Smiles Since 1974
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“Tech. Sgt. Venning is the epitome of a
non-commissioned officer who displays
drive and initiative as well as the ability
to balance work, professional growth and
taking care of our Airmen. He singularly
manages over $2 million in contracts for
Cheyenne Mountain Air Force Station.
His superb management of critical projects, such as the complete overhaul of the
single electrical entry point (“the heart
of the mountain”) for the entire Cheyenne
Mountain, ensured no down time of service. His integration of the water supply
through a local utility company is projected
to save the government millions in water
costs. Additionally, in less than six months,

What’s your favorite thing about being in the Air Force?
Although our jobs may not be easy and no one
likes to leave their families for our deployments, the
one thing that I always enjoy is the people. There
are people within my unit that I can count on
for anything. When I deploy, I meet people that I
keep in touch with. No matter how hard things get
or where in the world we are, the people are the best
part of that journey.
he’s proven his technical expertise
before a formal board of senior
contracting officers, thus earning
him a contracting officer warrant
the first time. This significant
milestone is normally awarded to
senior contracting officials with
at least three years in the career
field. Sergeant Venning’s dedication to continuing education earned
him two Community College of the
Air Force degrees in Contracts
Managements and Mechanical and
Electrical Technology, and he’s
earned 112 semester hours toward

his bachelor’s degree with Colorado
Christian University. In spite of his
workload, he managed to support
base activities by organizing a 21st
Mission Support Group blood drive,
narrating the squadron’s change
of command ceremony, assisting
with the Installation Acquisition
Transformation town hall meeting
and participating as a committee
member of Team Peterson’s SNCO
Induction Banquet.”
— Chief Master Sgt. Joan Johnson,
21st Contracting Squadron
superintendent
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Summer research program benefits Academy cadets
By Katherine C. Gandara
AFOTEC Public Affairs

KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE, N.M.
(AFPN) — When officials at the Air Force
Operational Test and Evaluation Center here
and the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado
Springs, Colo., launched a new and powerful
mentoring program in March, it energized
the center’s involvement in the Academy’s
Cadet Summer Research Program.
Six months later, seven cadets traveled to
four AFOTEC locations to work as members of test teams and gain exposure to operational testing processes, products and
experiences, and accomplished important
tasks as full-fledged members of operational
test teams.
Participating cadets took part in individual
five-week sessions that covered the period
from May 19 through August 1 at AFOTEC
detachments in California, Colorado, Florida
and Nevada.
“The AFOTEC Mentoring Program is
a joint effort between AFOTEC and the
Academy that coordinates common tasks,
responsibilities and requirements in various collaborative activities,” said Maj. Brian
U.S. Air Force photo/Katherine Gandara
Bassham, the AFOTEC point of contact
Air Force Academy Cadet First Class Bryan Freeman briefs Maj. Dan Cammack (left) and Capt. Tom Wegner
for the program. “The program leverages
on a recent ballistic missile defense flight test. Cadet Freeman worked at the Air Force Operational Test and
AFOTEC experience in operations, acquisiEvaluation Center’s Detachment 4 at Peterson Air Force Base, for five weeks. He was participating in the
tions and testing to create a comprehensive
AFOTEC Mentoring Program that integrates Academy cadets with operational test teams to work on real-world
mentoring program to assist Academy caAir Force projects.
dets during their academic and professional
development.”
Bell, the Det. 2 commander. “They performed the final test presentation to the detachment
At AFOTEC’s Detachment 2 at Eglin Air as test team members on several high-visibil- commander.
Force Base, Fla., Cadets First Class Richard ity projects and we leveraged their analytical
“Seasoned analysts, including members of
Kirwan and Stephanie Schmidt engaged in skills to ensure our plans and reports were the Aerospace Corporation, were stymied by
testing activities for the ALR-69A Radar of the highest quality.”
how to predict satellite operational usability
Warning Receiver operational assessment,
At AFOTEC’s Det. 4 at Peterson AFB, at end-of-life. Cadet Thompson developed
the Laser Maverick integrated test team and Colo., Cadets First Class Jeremy Thompson and executed an innovative analysis method
data management and analysis plan, as well and Bryan Freeman worked with the and authored the section of the final report
as F-15 Identification, Friend or Foe Mode 5 Wideband Global Satellite Communication that will inform senior Strategic Command
development testing.
program’s post-test analysis team. As mem- decision makers’ satellite replenishment
“Both Cadet Kirwan and Cadet Schmidt bers of the team, the cadets reviewed con- strategies,” said Col. Suzanne Beers, the Det.
were integral members of the detachment tractor statistical reliability data, aided in 4 commander. “Cadet Freeman’s detailed
12203_471X7_9-08.qxd:Layout 1 9/8/08 2:38 PM Page 1
during their summer tour” said Col. Tom writing the final report and helped deliver research on winds aloft will significantly

Put breathing
room back in
your budget
Now is a great time to purchase or refinance
at an incredible mortgage rate!
• Great low rates on fixed-rate mortgages,
VA, FHA and Jumbos

contribute to the Missile Defense Agency’s
ability to accurately model interceptor flyouts and engagements with threat ballistic
missiles.”
The staff at AFOTEC’s Det. 5 at Edwards
AFB, Calif., made Cadet First Class Garrett
Dilley a full member of the Unmanned
Aircraft System Test Division. Cadet Dilley
completed shifts in the mission control element conducting data collection, post-mission data processing, and report generation
activities. He gained unique insight into the
Global Hawk program from an operational
and developmental perspective by participating in test missions in the control shelter
alongside the pilot and sensor operator as
well as experiencing a launch operation with
the chase vehicle driver.
Additionally, Cadet Dilley capitalized
on the opportunity learn more about his
intended test engineer career preference
by attending Test Pilot School classes and
briefings and receiving an F-16 Fighting
Falcon flight introducing him to test chase
requirements.
“Cadet Dilley was an invaluable and integral member of our Global Hawk Test
Team,” said Col. Dave Cohen, the Det. 5
commander. “His enthusiasm and growing
depth of knowledge were critical to ensuring
successful operational testing of this invaluable combat asset.”
At AFOTEC’s Det. 6 at Nellis AFB, Nev.,
Cadets First Class Jered Smith and Scott
Brenner analyzed A-10 Thunderbolt II Joint
Direct Attack Munitions drops conducted on
the Nevada Test and Training Range and the
Utah Test and Training Range. The cadets
conducted detailed analysis of the scoring
methodology used on both ranges.
“Cadets Smith and Brenner provided our
test teams with invaluable information about
the results obtained from live weapons drops
on live ranges,” said Col. Jimmy Clark, the
See Academy page 13
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Calendar / Base Briefs
Thursday, Sep 18

POW/MIA retreat

A Prisoner of War/Missing in Action retreat is 9 a.m. Sept. 18
at the Peterson Air Force Base museum in Colorado. For more
information, call Master Sgt. David Pesch at 556-7568.

POW/MIA 24-hour run

A Prisoner of War/Missing in Action 24-hour remembrance run begins at 9:15 a.m. Sept. 18 at the Peterson Air
Force Base museum in Colorado. For more information,
call Master Sgt. David Pesch at 556-7568.

AF birthday at dining facility

The 21st Space Wing celebrates the 61st birthday of the
U.S. Air Force Noon-1:30 p.m. Sept. 18 at Peterson’s Aragon
Dining Facility. All are welcome to attend. For more information, call the dining facility at 556-4723.

Friday, Sep 19

Legal office closure

The Peterson Air Force Base Legal Office is closed 10:30
a.m.-1 p.m. Sept. 19 for an official function. For more information, call Tech. Sgt. Sherrie Eden at 556-4871.

POW/MIA Remembrance Ceremony

A Prisoner of War/Missing in Action remembrance ceremony is 9 a.m. Sept. 19 at the Peterson Air Force Base
chapel. The ceremony begins directly after the 24-hour remembrance run concludes with the posting of the POW/
MIA flag. Guest speaker for the event is Tech. Sgt. (ret.)
Charles Blaney, who was shot down and taken prisoner
during World War II. For more information, call Master
Sgt. David Pesch at 556-7568.

Wednesday, Sep 24

Hispanic heritage planning meeting

The 2008 Hispanic Heritage Month Planning Committee
meets at Noon, Wednesdays at the Peterson Air Force Base
Club. Events planned for this year include a festival, luncheon
and kids activities in the child development center. Members
interested in helping should call Capt. Emmanuel Matos at
554-3131 or Master Sgt. Art Figeroa at 556-1604.

Thursday, Sep 25

NCO Association meeting

The next Non-commissioned Officer Association meeting

is at 3 p.m. Sept. 25 at the Peterson Air Force Base Club in
Colorado. Membership is open to all enlisted ranks — active
duty, retired and veterans. For more information, call Chief
Master Sgt. Linda Valinho at 554-3155.

Friday, Sep 26

Singles Retreat

The Peterson Chapel sponsors a singles retreat at Quaker
Ridge Sept. 26-27. Single Airmen (ages 18-30) are invited
to attend. Activities include horseback riding, swimming,
basketball, volleyball, low ropes course, soccer, hiking, disc
golf and archery. The cost is $20. To sign up stop by the
chapel main office. For more information, call Missy Quale
at 556-4442.

Monday, Sep 29

EEAP application submissions

Applications are now being accepting for The Space Top
Three’s Enlisted Education Assistance Program $100 grant
for third quarter, 2008. The deadline for submission is Sept.
29. Members interested in applying should call Master Sgt.
Sarah Sparks at 554-1383.

Wednesday, Oct 1

Hispanic heritage planning meeting

The 2008 Hispanic Heritage Month Planning Committee
meets at Noon, Wednesdays at the Peterson Air Force Base
Club. Events planned for this year include a festival, luncheon
and kids activities in the child development center. Members
interested in helping should call Capt. Emmanuel Matos at
554-3131 or Master Sgt. Art Figeroa at 556-1604.

Friday, Oct 10

Medical Group closure

The 21st Medical Group is closed Oct. 10 for Wingman
Day. Patients and members are asked to plan accordingly.

What You Should Know

Hand-carried shoes required

The Fitness and Sports Center at Peterson Air Force Base now
requires members using the gym floors, racquetball court or
aerobics room to hand carry their shoes into the center. Shoes
worn outside are not permitted for wear on wood floors. Simply
wiping ones shoes outside does not waive this requirement. The
move is designed to assist with the center’s shrinking budget to
help keep the workout facilities in the best condition possible.
For questions on this, call the fitness center at 556-8069.

Parking North of Building 1 no longer
allowed

Beginning Sept. 10, all parking, walking, jogging, strolling or bicycling is prohibited on unpaved surface north of
Vandenberg Street on Peterson Air Force Base due to the
activation a sensor field on the installation’s northern perimeter. Base officials plan to place physical barriers around the
dirt area on the north side of Bldg. 1. Future plans may also
include restricting access to parking slots near Bldg. 2.
Personnel who have parked in the dirt overflow area behind
Bldg 1 will need to find parking in paved, marked lots. At
all times, authorized parking on Peterson is only in paved,
marked parking spots. Parking on unmarked curbs or other
areas is unauthorized. Parking in the dirt overflow north of
Bldg. 1 and east of the North Gate will result in a warning
until proper signage is put in place. After signs are installed,
Armed Forces Tickets will be issued. Tickets assess points
on the driver’s military record. If a member accumulated
enough points, the installation commander may revoke
their driving privileges on Peterson.

DFAS phishing scam

A new phishing scam has been received in the Defense Finance
and Accosting Service that claims to be from Citibank. The sender is listed as “Citi Cards” with the subject line “IMPORTANT
— Customer Service.” The e-mail also claims the bank is announcing a new security upgrade and asks that the recipient visit
a Web site to update their account profile. Members receiving
this information are advised to no respond to ensure the integrity of their information is secured. For more information,
call Gilbert Rogers at 556-7277.

NORAD/NORTHCOM Fun Day
Couples Golf Outing
Gen. Gene Renuart, North
American Aerospace Defense
Command/U.S. Northern
Command commander, sponsors a couples’ fun day golf
outing at 12:30 p.m. Sept. 28
at the Silver Spruce Golf Course
at Peterson Air Force Base.
Registration beings at 11:30
a.m. For questions on the golf outing or to sign up call Reta Muasau
at 554-1268.
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MSG chief on deploying: “We’re
in the fight in a major way”
By Chief Master Sgt.
Cynthia Solomito
21st Mission Support Group superintendent

If you told me nearly 25 years ago I would
deploy to Iraq or Afghanistan, be in danger of
improvised explosive devices, snipers, artillery rounds and carry a weapon — not only
would I not have believed it, I would have
laughed and said, “Are you crazy?”
Now, I carry with me the reality of deployed life and laugh only with the sound
satisfaction of accomplishment for helping
a nation in need.
At the time I enlisted in the Air Force,
we were just winding down from the Cold
War. After numerous operations around the
world, we were confronted with the Sept. 11,
2001 attacks and the Global War on Terror.
My fellow Airmen, I’m here to tell you: we’re
in the fight in a major way and we’re doing
good things!
It started in late 2007 with a nice
Thanksgiving present: I received a deployment tasking to Kabul, Afghanistan to be
the senior enlisted advisor to the Combined
Air Power Transition Force. I was really excited to be selected, however I didn’t have
a clue about CAPFT nor its mission. I had
less than a week to make sure all my training was complete, and thankfully I had just
returned from a Fort Carson RED DEVIL
exercise — so I was ready for the Combat
Skills Training/Air Advisory Training at
Lackland AFB in Texas.
I consider myself a lucky Airman because
I got to be with my husband and friends for
the holidays before I left for Afghanistan.
When I finally got to Kabul, I was given the
unique opportunity — or maybe it’s not
so unique anymore — to work with a superb group of Airmen, Soldiers, Sailors and
Marines, including members of our fellow
coalition countries. I now fully understand
that we are truly in a joint-service environment, and with that I had the challenge of
learning how to speak the other services’
lingo to be effective.
The CAPTF mission was to provide guidance to train, organize and equip the Afghan
National Army Air Corps. No kidding, we
set up everything from basic military training, technical and professional military
training.
There were many cultural challenges such

as language, religion and education. Unlike
Iraq, Afghanistan is the fourth poorest country in the world. The majority of the soldiers
are illiterate and come from villages that
don’t have running water or electricity. When
I wrote my 11-year-old niece and described
how the children lived, she couldn’t believe
they didn’t have TV or video games.
The Afghan people are very warm and
endearing. I was worried about being a female Airman in a senior enlisted leadership
position; however, I was treated as an equal
to their senior noncommissioned officer soldiers and was quite relieved.
This was my fift h deployment and was the
highlight of my Air Force career. Like the rest
of you who have deployed, I missed my family, but I also felt I benefited and grew from
the satisfaction of a rewarding mission.
I was eating lunch the other day and heard
a couple of people talking. They were discussing how we should have bombed Afghanistan
instead of sending our military men and
women.
Personally, I was offended. The majority
of the Afghan population wants to rebuild
their country and have the same patriotic
feelings we have about the U.S., but they can’t
do it alone. We’re there not only to fight terror, but to establish a military force that is
capable of protecting its population. Almost
every house, building or street corner has
the Afghan flag flying. Remember after Sept.
11 how our nation’s flag was our country’s
symbol of a united country?
Now, I believe 25 years from now I will see
what Afghanistan has become, and I will be
proud to know I had a part in it.
(Editor’s note: Chief Master Sgt. Cynthia
Solomito was deployed to Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom from
Jan. 12 — July 19, 2008. In peacetime, she
is the superintendent for the 21st Mission
Support Group, providing executive advice
to the group commander and champions career development, morale, welfare and quality of life programs. She also advises the 21st
Space Wing and associate unit commanders
on high-interest personnel issues involving
readiness and deployment policies, promotion recognition and evaluation programs,
as well as, professional military education
and training plans.)

Saturday & Sunday – September 20 & 21
Please join us for our special Military Appreciation Weekend – it’s
our way of thanking all our military personnel for their continued service
to our great country. Just march on over to Cheyenne Mountain Zoo
on September 20 and 21 for two fun-filled days of stars, stripes and
sunscreen.
All active duty military personnel and their families receive $4.25
admission per person during Military Appreciation Weekend!
For more information, call 719-633-9925 or visit www.cmzoo.org.
Sponsors:

TAKE I-25 TO EXIT 138 WEST AND FOLLOW THE SIGNS.

30907_ZOO MilitaryApprc_5.08x7.58_Mil_LO.indd 1

8/26/08 1:59:01 PM

Supporting our Nation’s
Military for over 40 years.

Little People, Big Smiles
Technology
Technology with
with aa Caring
Caring Touch
Touch
Specialized
Specialized treatment
treatment planning
planning for
for all
all ages
ages
Treatment under conscious sedation and general-anesthesia
Digital radiography for pinpoint treatment plans and
reduced radiation exposure
Parents can stay with children during treatment
Delta
Dental,
Tri Care
Dental,
United
Concordia,
Cigna
Delta
Dental,
Tri Care
Dental,
United
Concordia
and Care Credit plans accepted

Jeff Kahl, DDS
Derek Kirkham, DDS

Healthy Smiles are
Beary Special

Committed to
your children’s
oral health!

Call today
for details
about exciting
new military
scholarship
opportunities.

Welcoming New Patients

9480 Briar Village Point, Suite 301 • (719) 522-0123

Free classiﬁeds for Servicemembers

Call 329-5210

(888) 266-1555
www.ctudegreenow.com
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U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Lopaka Mounts (left) and Senior Airman Brandon Smith, both Pararescueman assigned
to the 331st Air Expeditionary Group, run through a flooded portion of Galveston Texas, in search of residents in
need of evacuation during search and rescue operations after Hurricane Ike, September 13, 2008. U.S. Northern
Command is supporting federal, state and local Hurricane Ike response efforts in Texas.

U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Lopaka Mounts, a Pararescueman assigned to the 331st Air Expeditionary Group, crossloads a patient to a litter during search and rescue operations in Galveston Texas after Hurricane Ike, September
13, 2008. U.S. Northern Command is supporting federal, state and local Hurricane Ike response efforts in Texas.

U.S. Northern Command continues response to Hurricane Ike’s aftermath
U.S. Northern Command is coordinating
Department of Defense support to FEMA,
state and local response following Hurricane
Ike’s landfall in Texas.
The following is a list of DoD assets and
personnel that are part of U.S. Northern
Command’s support efforts:

New Operations:

USNORTHCOM, through Air Forces
Northern, has conducted a total of 27 search
and rescue missions that were coordinated
from the Joint Personnel Recovery Center
as part of a unified federal, state and local
search and rescue effort.
The USS Nassau departed Norfolk, Va.,
on its way to Galveston, Texas, in support
of Hurricane Ike relief efforts.

Ongoing Operations:

USNORTHCOM is providing FEMA with
high water vehicles, small boats, air search
rescue assets including helicopters and aircraft

to assist in search and rescue operations; and
Emergency Preparedness Liaison Officers to
support the Defense Coordination Officers.
USNORTHCOM has established a link
on its Web site to the Aidmatrix Network,
which provides people access to technology
that connects donors with relief organizations. Aidmatrix is a nonprofit organization
sponsored and funded by FEMA. More than
35,000 corporations, nonprofits, and government partners use Aidmatrix to mobilize aid
in areas of hunger, medical, and disaster.
Aidmatrix provides resource management
tools for unsolicited donations of cash, in
kind products, and unaffiliated volunteers.
More information on Aidmatrix is at www.
aidmatrix.org.
The 331st Air Expeditionary Group at
Randolph Air Force Base, Texas, pre-positioned 42 search and rescue aircraft to assist
FEMA with post-landfall search and rescue.
USNORTHCOM coordinates search and
rescue operations with mission partners in

accordance with the National Search and
Rescue Plan and in support of FEMA.
DoD has designated the military installations of Fort Sam Houston, Texas, and
Randolph Air Force Base, Texas, as FEMA
National Logistics Staging Areas to support
forward distribution of supplies and equipment to affected areas.
Defense Coordinating Officers/Elements
for FEMA Regions X and VI were activated in
response to Hurricane Ike to support FEMA
as the lead federal agency. They are located
in Austin, Texas, and are working closely
with FEMA and other federal, tribal, state,
and local officials to determine what unique
DoD capabilities can be brought to assist in
mitigating the effects of a natural disaster.
Designated four military installations
(Lackland Air Force Base, Texas; Randolph
Air Force Base, Texas; Fort Hood, Texas;
and Fort Polk, La.) as base support installations. The installations will serve as locations where military units conduct logistical

operations.
U.S. Air Forces Northern is the air component to U.S. Northern Command and located
at Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla. AFNORTH
assists USNORTHCOM in fulfilling the air
component of Homeland Defense and Defense
Support of Civil Authorities missions.
U.S. Army North is the land component
to U.S. Northern Command and is located at
Fort Sam Houston, Texas. ARNORTH assists
USNORTHCOM in fulfilling the land component of Homeland Defense and Defense
Support of Civil Authorities missions.
USNORTHCOM, located in Colorado
Springs, Colo., is the joint combatant command formed in the wake of the Sept.11,
2001 terrorist attacks to provide homeland
defense and defense support of civil authorities. Supporting FEMA, state and local response in the wake of Hurricane Ike,
USNORTHCOM is continuing to assist with
recovery efforts and is prepared to respond
to other potential missions.

*Rate and offers current as of September 1, 2008 and are subject to change. To receive advertised product you must become a member by opening a share (savings) account. Rate dependent on amount borrowed, term, and model year. Car Loan example: $20,000 loan at 4.75% APR, 60 monthly payments of approximately $377 each. Rate applies to online applications only. Otherwise, the applicable APR is 5.15%.

A great deal
just got

better

4.75

% *
APR

New & Used
Car Loans
12–60 mo. used
12–72 mo. new
when you apply online

PenFed.org/BetterDeal • 866.406.4606
Come visit us at our branch
6045 Barnes Road, Colorado Springs
Monday – Friday 10AM - 6PM
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$2.00 OFF GENERAL ADMISSION WITH THIS AD
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OCTOBER 10TH - 12TH

FRI. 11AM - 9PM • SAT. 10AM - 6PM • SUNDAY 11AM - 5PM

Wine and Chocolate Tastings! Runway Fashion Show! Live Music! Giveaways!

Friday - 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM
Julie Pech author of

THE CHOCOLATE THERAPIST
will be speaking and signing books.

U.S. Air Force photo/Michael J. Pausic

Acting Secretary of the Air Force Michael B. Donley speaks to attendees at the 24th annual Air Force Association
Air & Space Conference and Technology Exposition Sept. 15 in Washington.

Acting Secretary Donley
speaks at AFA conference
WASHINGTON (AFPN) — From uniforms to deployments, nuclear priorities and
the service’s future, acting Secretary of the
Air Force Michael Donley spoke of a variety
of topics at the Air Force Association convention here Sept. 15.
“We are providers of tremendous capability of air and space,” Secretary Donley said.
“All Airmen in every function specialty are
contributing. We need to prepare to engage
and debate the major issues facing the Air
Force.”
Some of the major issues he addressed
regarded the nuclear mission, the recently
deferred tanker deal and Airmen-specific
issues such as manpower, force shaping and
taking care of families.
“We need to take care of Airmen and families,” Secretary Donley said. “We can have
the best technology in the world, but our
Airmen are the most valuable asset.”
He spoke of improvements being made
in childcare availability and making sure
families of deployed Airmen are receiving
the care they need.
He also said that when it comes to uniforms, the focus is now on fi xing problems
with the current physical training uniform,
Airman Battle Uniform and the jacket for
it, the All Purpose Environmental Clothing
System.
There will be no new service dress at this
time, though future leadership may want to
consider it again, he said.
“For now, we need to put our attention
to the uniform issues that are affecting our
Airmen now, and that does not include the
service dress uniform,” he said.
Secretary Donley said the service dress
uniform was an issue when he last served

as acting secretary in 1993.
“And I want to be clear that my policy on
this matter remains the same: any questions
on uniforms go to the chief,” he said of Air
Force Chief of Staff Gen. Norton A. Schwartz,
drawing laughs from the audience.
Secretary Donley expressed some disappointment that the tanker deal, which would
have refurbished the Air Force’s aging fleet of
air refuelers, couldn’t be resolved as quickly
as he hoped, but said he understood and supports Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates
of deferring the decision on how to proceed
until the next presidential administration
is in place.
“With the tanker, seven years of history
on this program culminated in a missed
opportunity to begin modernization of an
important capability for the joint warfighter,” he said. “Eventually, the Air Force and
Department of Defense will need to circle
back on air-to-air refueling.”
Regarding the nuclear mission, he said,
the Air Force’s first priority is to reinvigorate
the nuclear enterprise.
“We established an Air Force nuclear task
force in June to review the nuclear mission
area from a strategic perspective, including a thorough review of our inspection
processes.”
Secretary Donley wrapped up his speech by
saying he is optimistic that the Air Force will
work through the challenges that faces it.
“We will continue to deliver the kind of
decisive air, space and cyber power that the
American people deserve and expect. And,
just as in the past, the Airmen of tomorrow will inherit a force that we decide upon
today,” he said.

Learn How to Train Smart with

Jonathan Roche

Dr. Debbie Roubal

General Dentist and Military Spouse

Now through October 15th we are
offering a $25 Citadel Mall Gift Card
to all new military patients.

WINE AND CHOCOLATE LADIES NIGHT
RUNWAY FASHION SHOWS
BEAUTY MAKEOVERS
BRIDAL SHOWS

Saturday at 12:00 Noon

FITNESS DEMOS
TASTE OF COLORADO
CELEBRITY CHEF COOKOFF
EXPERT SPEAKERS

HEALTH SCREENINGS
COLORADO SPRINGS MOMS
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
11 NEWS BROADCASTS

$6 GENERAL ADMISSION • $3 WITH THIS AD • CHILDREN 8 & UNDER FREE
Floral Artistry

FREE PARKING

for all Expo Visitors and Exhibitors is courtesy of

F O R M O R E I N F O R M AT I O N G O T O W W W. W O M E N S L I V I N G E X P O . C O M

With so many choices to complete your degree,

WHY CHOOSE
COLORADO CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY?
Adult Studies program distinctives:
• Take classes at Peterson AFB or online
• Special military tuition rate
• Bachelor’s and master’s degrees available
• Take classes one evening per week
• Five week courses and online courses
for busy adults
• Credit for previous college courses and
life learning experiences

New classes begin soon!

Debbie Roubal DDS PC, the dental ofﬁce where
the military community always has a friend.
Call (719) 636-1933 for a stress free dental appointment,
or visit us online at www.springsteeth.com

Eric Dodge

a wide variety of food, kitchen, and specialty exhibits

Military life is stressful enough.
Going to the dentist doesn’t
need to be.
At Debbie Roubal DDS, PC we can relate to
the stressful lifestyle you’re living. That’s
why military family members always receive
the special care and attention they deserve
in our ofﬁce.

Country Western Singer

800.44.FAITH • www.ccu.edu

For more information or to apply,
call Tom Boven at 719.596.9235
or via email at tboven@ccu.edu
www.ccu.edu/usaf

Colorado Christian University is accredited by the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools
CO Sprngs-Why CCU-PAFB.indd 1

1/2/2008 1:28:48 PM
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It’s not just a job, start your career today.
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Flexible schedules & benefits.

Visit www.McState.com for great employment opportunities.
At participating McDonald’s. ©2008 McDonald’s.

3919-284A Soco HiringDay 475x3_M.indd 1
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Fall In Love
With Your Auto Loan
3919-284A

Hiring Print -- Military

3.99%
Call

As Low As

Annual Percentage Rate*

36 Month Term
593-8600 today

Hurry! Limited time only!

aafcu.com
*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. 36 monthly payments of $296.00 per $10,000.00 borrowed at 3.99% APR. Requires direct deposit & automatic
payment. Limited time offer; rate subject to change. Other rates and terms available. Other restrictions apply. Federally insured by NCUA.
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Mike Purcell DDS The
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Erickson
DDS MSD Britny Massey DDS
Pediatric DentistFriday

Defense Department photo/Cherie Cullen

4.75 x 3 B&W

Pediatric Dentist,
September
19 &Orthodontist
26, 2008
4.979” x 3.875”
$784.50
NEW

General Dentist

PATIENTS
WELCOME

Parents never leave child
Digital X-rays
Nitrous Oxide
Oral Conscious Sedation
Orthodontics
Emergencies & Walk-ins

The official party watches as the first inscribed memorial unit is unveiled at the Pentagon Memorial Sept. 11 in
Alexandria, Va. The national memorial is the first to be dedicated to those killed at the Pentagon on Sept. 11,
2001. The site contains 184 inscribed memorial units honoring the 59 people aboard American Airlines Flight
77 and the 125 in the building who lost their lives that day.

Pentagon Memorial
opens to the public
By Staff Sgt. J.G. Buzanowski
Secretary of the Air Force Public Affairs

ALEXANDRIA, Va. — The Pentagon
Memorial was dedicated and opened to the
public in a solemn ceremony before thousands of servicemembers and civilians Sept.
11 here.
The memorial honors the 184 people who
lost their lives in the terrorist attacks here
seven years ago when Flight 77 was flown
into the south side of the Pentagon.
The ceremony featured speeches from the
president, secretary of Defense and other
senior officials. In addition, the Air Force
Band and other performers provided music
for the event.
“The music was beautiful and very moving,”
said Airman 1st Class Brittany Carrington,
who’d been invited to the ceremony while
on a tour here earlier in the week. “We were
visiting the (Secretary of the Air Force’s) office and the Pentagon first sergeant came

in and asked if we wanted to go. It was a
chance of a lifetime, and an opportunity I’ll
never forget.
“It’s important for us to have a memorial here for those people so we never forget
them,” said Airman Carrington, who works
in the base information transfer center at the
744th Communication Squadron at Andrews
Air Force Base, Md.
Chief Master Sgt. Gerard Cappello, the 3rd
Wing command chief at Elemendorf AFB,
Alaska, happened to be in town and was also
invited to the ceremony.
“Hopefully people see this memorial and
realize it’s a true sign that our nation’s armed
forces are hard at work to go after the people
who committed this tragedy,” the chief said.
“For those who lost family and friends here,
I hope it helps them heal.”
For more information about the memorial, visit here.

In Safeway Plaza north of main gate on Hwy 115

INFANTS

CHILDREN ADOLESCENTS

`

Defense Department photo/Tech. Sgt. Jerry Morrison

President George W. Bush, Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates and former Secretary of Defense Donald
Rumsfeld stand as the national anthem plays at the Pentagon Memorial dedication ceremony Sept. 11 at
Alexandria, Va. The national memorial is the first to be dedicated to those killed at the Pentagon on Sept. 11,
2001. The site contains 184 inscribed memorial units honoring the 59 people aboard American Airlines Flight
77 and the 125 in the building who lost their lives that day.

Drive a Servicemember Home, formerly known as EADD, offers free
rides from 10 p.m. to 3 a.m. Fridays and Saturdays, including holidays.
The program is open to all ranks and services.
Call 55 NO DUI for a free ride.
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Peterson residents can receive MOVIE NIGHT
free TVC seeding service
By Meryl Large
Tierra Vista Communities

Along with regular upkeep of a home, regular
maintenance of the lawn and exterior landscaping is a necessity. Tierra Vista Communities
has developed a new landscape plan, aimed at
improving the curb appeal of the community.
Over the next few weeks, several lawn care
projects will be taking place, including an opportunity for residents to receive free assistance
from TVC’s landscape contractor.
It is TVC’s policy to provide the grounds
maintenance for all common areas, front
yards and non-fenced in backyards. This
grounds maintenance includes mowing, edging, routing tree and shrub pruning operations, weeding, rocking and mulching. This
also includes fertilization of front yards and
common areas. Residents are responsible for
watering, reseeding, repairing damage from
pets, and general neatness and cleanliness of
the area surrounding their home.
This includes areas directly in front, to
the side of and behind the home, up to a
midway point between fence lines or adjacent

See recent movie releases at the Base
Auditorium every week. All films are free
and open to all eligible users of Peterson
AFB and their guests. Popcorn and soda
are free, too! For more information, please
call 556-8383 or check back here for a new
movie schedule every week.
Note: IDs are required for all films except those rated G or PG.

neighbor, to the curb/roadway, or 50-feet
from the assigned property if the area is
adjacent to a common area. Residents are
also responsible for maintaining lawns and
shrubbery within their fenced backyard to
include mowing, edging, weeding, trimming,
watering and general maintenance.
On Aug. 26, TVC began fertilizing all yards
in the housing area in preparation for fall.
Residents are receiving 24 hour notices prior
to fertilization with instructions to keep water off, leave pets inside and to remove all
debris (including pet droppings), toys and
furniture from the lawn.
During this time, residents will have an opportunity to receive assistance with seeding
their lawn from TVC’s landscape contractor.
The contractor’s free seeding service began
Aug. 27 and runs through Sept. 19. Residents
must sign up before Sept. 17 and allow at least
48 hours for the service to be rendered.
To take advantage of this limited time opportunity, call the TVC Housing Office at 597-7200.
Embassy Lawn is only able to perform six to
seven yards per day. Space is limited.

Chronicles of Narnia 2 (PG)
1 p.m. Saturday, September 20
Forgetting Sarah Marshall (R)
7 p.m. Saturday, September 20
Devastated Peter takes a vacation to
Hawaii in order to deal with the recent
break-up with his TV star girlfriend,
Sarah. Little does he know that Sarah’s
traveling to the same resort.
R for disturbing violent content, brief
nudity and language.
Made of Honor (PG-13)
7 p.m. Wednesday, September 24
Tom leads a good life — he’s sexy, he’s
successful, and he knows he can always
rely on Hannah, his delightful best friend

11

and the one constant in his life. It’s the perfect setup until Hannah goes overseas to
Scotland on a six-week business trip; Tom
is stunned to realize how empty his life is
without her. He resolves to ask Hannah to
marry him but is floored when he learns
that she has become engaged to a handsome
and wealthy Scotsman.
PG-13 for sexual content and language.
Nim’s Island (PG)
1 p.m. Saturday, September 27
Anything can happen on Nim’s Island,
a magical place ruled by a young girl’s
imagination. It is an existence that mirrors
that of her favorite literary character, Alex
Rover, the world’s greatest adventurer. But
Alexandra, author of the Rover books,
leads a reclusive life in the big city. When
Nim’s father goes missing from their island, a twist of fate brings her together
with Alexandra. Now they must draw
courage from their fictional hero, Alex
Rover, and find strength in one another
to conquer Nim’s Island.
The Forbidden Kingdom (PG-13)
7 p.m. Saturday, September 27
PG-13 for sequences of martial arts action and some violence.

TRICARE beneficiaries can ‘stay alert’ through new electronic delivery service
By Ric Carlson
21st Medical Group

Courtesy graphic

Need the latest TRICARE benefit news and
don’t want to hunt for it? Get it electronically
— straight from TRICARE.
From the latest beneficiary newsletters and
changes in coverage, to pharmacy updates
and news releases, all 9.2 million TRICARE
beneficiaries now have an easy way to stay informed by e-mail. A new electronic delivery
system is up and running and subscribing is
fast and secure by clicking on the “little red
envelope” at www.tricare.mil.
TRICARE has offered some limited e-mail
delivery options in the past, but this new

subscription service enables everyone interested in TRICARE news to sign up for a wide
range of topics. It’s one-stop shopping.
Subscribers can choose alerts by topics
or beneficiary category, and delivery is safe
and secure — an e-mail address is the only

information collected. Subscribers also have
a unique page they can manage 24 hours a
day, seven days a week. They can choose to
be notified as soon as the news or benefit
changes are posted or select daily, weekly
or monthly updates.
One of TRICARE’s highest priorities is
communicating with beneficiaries and providers. E-mail is now the method most people
use to receive news and that will only continue
to increase. This new service helps TRICARE
take advantage of the technology.
The new subscription service also links users to similar alerts available on other Military
Health System web sites including www.

health.mil, which features MHS news, debates, videos and blogs; as well as Force Health
Protection and Readiness and the Uniformed
Services University of the Health Sciences.
Partnership subscription options with other health-related federal Web sites currently
include the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and DisabilityInfo.gov.
TRICARE’s e-alerts are sent through
GovDelivery, which also provides services
to dozens of other Department of Defense
and federal agencies, including the FBI, the
United States departments of Health and
Human Services, the CDC and the United
States Food and Drug Administration.

Active Wellness
Massage Therapy
Carol Hage
Licensed Massage Therapist
Cert Neuromuscular Therapist
Frequency Speciﬁc Microcurrent Therapy for:
Pain Management, PTSD and much more.

Your 1st One Hour Session only $40

4775 Barnes Rd., Unit K

719-388-7956
By Appt Only

Regis is proud to offer preferred tuition rates for
active military personnel and their spouses.
$250 per credit hour for Bachelor’s degrees

/

10% off tuition for Master’s degrees

REGIS UNIVERSITY COLLEGE FOR PROFESSIONAL STUDIES offers flexible Bachelor’s
and Master’s degrees in Business and Technology that will provide you with the knowledge and
leadership skills necessary to advance your military career. Regis gives you the freedom to earn a
nationally recognized degree that is accessible and affordable:
* Convenient online learning * Multiple campus locations * 6 start dates per year *
ADVANCE YOUR MILITARY CAREER!

www.Regis.edu/Military | 1.800.392.7984
Online | Colorado Springs Campus - 7450 Campus Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80920
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Joint patrol provides Airmen
with valuable knowledge

The Power to Amaze Yourself

 

  



By Staff Sgt. Andrea Thacker
AFCENT News Team — Combined Air and Space Operations Center

 






 

  

JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq (AFPN) — It’s been more
than 30 years since the Vietnam War ended and since the
Air Force has been solely responsible for a base’s defense in
a war zone, but that’s all about to change at Joint Base Balad
by the end of September.
The Air Force is taking responsibility for base defense
from the Army, and to make sure the Airmen are ready for
that they performed a joint patrol Sept. 11 with their Army
comrades. Operation Lewis and Clark employed more than
200 Soldiers and Airmen outside the wire to perform four
dismounted patrols of the near 36-mile perimeter here.
“The purpose of the operation was to clear the zones outside Joint Base Balad and give the Air Force the opportunity
to see the ground they’ll be operating in,” said Army Maj.
David McCulley, 5th Battalion, 82nd Field Artillery Battalion
operations officer.
“Normally, we do mounted patrols [in vehicles] of the
outside perimeter, but a dismounted patrol [on foot] gives
a different perspective,” Major McCulley said. “Since the
Air Force is assuming responsibility of base security, this
(operation) gave them a better knowledge of the area they
will be operating in.”
All Airmen on the patrol agreed that the information received during Operation Lewis and Clark was beneficial.
“The Army has practical application in this area,” said Staff
Sgt. Johnathon Krueger, 332nd Security Forces Squadron sergeant of the guard. “We are receiving very valuable training,
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and we plan to take everything we can from it.”
Aside from obvious security threats to the base, Soldiers
pointed out some that the environment itself introduces.
“When we go out there, if there is anything that obstructs
the observation towers’ vision, we’ll cut it down or mark it
on a map so there is an increased level of perimeter awareness,” said Army Staff Sgt. Johnny Palma, a self-propelled
field artillery system mechanic and Operation Lewis and
Clark patrol member. “We will update the perimeter maps
to provide the Air Force with the most up-to-date, detailed
maps possible, so they are not surprised by anything when
they take over.”
Since Americans began operating from Joint Base Balad
in 2003, the Army has been responsible for base security.
The 332nd ESFG will soon be the largest security forces unit
deployed to defend an air base.
“This is a historic event,” Sergeant Krueger said. “The Air
Force hasn’t been solely responsible for base defense since
Vietnam. The security forces mission is security — including
the base’s exterior. It’s our job, and I think it’s about time.
I’m proud to be a part of it.”
Although this isn’t the Army major’s first exposure to Air
Force operations, Major McCulley thinks highly of his Air
Force counterparts and has no doubt that the security forces
Airmen are more than capable to handle the job.
“I was very impressed with the Airmen,” Major McCulley
said. “They were very professional and motivated. I couldn’t
tell a difference between my Soldiers and the Airmen working
with us. The overall mission was a huge success.”

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall
TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be filled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

To the troops around the
world, our thoughts are
with you and your
families. Thank you to
all that serve and have
served our country.
Happy Birthday!

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Aaron Allmon

University of the Rockies would like to wish a
Happy Birthday to the United States Air Force.

Soldiers and Airmen patrol the perimeter of Joint Base Balad, Iraq during Operation Lewis and Clark Sept. 11. Operation Lewis and Clark was a joint
patrol in which Air Force security forces Airmen were introduced to Balad’s outer perimeter. Since Americans began operating from Balad in 2003, the
Army has been responsible for base security. The 332nd Expeditionary Security Forces Group will soon be the largest security forces unit deployed
in combat to defend an air base since Vietnam.

1.800.877.1184
For more information
about the
University of the Rockies,
email info@rockies.edu
or visit our website at
www.rockies.edu.
University of the Rockies is accredited by The Higher Learning
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Services are as follows:
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Baptist Christian
Academy
Opening Fall
2008

Sunday 9:45am Sunday School
10:30am Preaching Service
6:00pm Evening Service
Wednesday 7:00pm Bible Study and Prayer Meeting
Thursday 9:30am and 6:30pm Visitation
Saturday Men’s Prayer Meeting
We are located at the corner of Fontaine and Powers
7925 Fontaine Blvd, Colorado Springs, CO 80925
AW Payne, Pastor (719-392-4444)
www.firstbaptistchurchofpeacefulvalley.org

Iraqi military improvement sets
conditions for coalition reductions
By Army Staff Sgt. Michael J. Carden
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — As Iraq’s military continues to grow
in size and capacity, U.S. and coalition forces are steadily
reducing their footprint in Iraq, a senior U.S. military official
posted in Iraq said today.
The much-improved Iraqi military has grown by more
than 72,000 members over the past year, and now in now has
around 206,000 members strong, including 202,000 soldiers,
2,000 airmen and 2,000 marines and sailors, said Army Lt.
Gen. Frank Helmick, commander of Multinational Security
Transition Command Iraq, the command responsible for
training Iraqi forces.
Recent successes by Iraqi forces in known hot spots such
as Basra, Baghdad and Diyala province exemplify the muchimproved capabilities of Iraq’s Defense Ministry, the general
said during a news conference in Baghdad. Iraq’s military
has performed greatly, he added, and continues to improve
with each operation.
“The [Iraqi defense minister] is committed to building a
security force necessary to win the counter-insurgency fight
and provide an environment sustainable for the country of
Iraq,” Helmick said.
With more than 100 battalions within 14 divisions, the Iraqi
army is taking the lead in security operations across the country.

The Iraqi air force, which is expected to have more than 120
aircraft at its disposal by next year, has expanded its intelligence
and reconnaissance capabilities to support not only military
forces, but also other agencies within the Iraqi government, such
as the border enforcement and the oil police, he added.
Iraqi naval forces operating out of the port of Umm Qasr
currently have one float squadron that conducts more than 40
weekly patrols and provides security for offshore oil terminals. The navy also is accelerating the growth of two Marine
battalions to conduct oil-security and search-and-seizure
operations, he added.
Helmick credited the increased capabilities of Iraqi forces
with setting the stage for some coalition forces — such as the
U.S. troops who made up the 2007 “surge” and the Australian
battle group and Georgian ground troops — to go home.
However, building Iraq’s military while fighting “a determined and ruthless enemy” at the same time makes the
challenge even more difficult, Helmick said. Though Iraq’s
forces have made drastic improvements, logistic and support capabilities continue to be a major point of emphasis,
he acknowledged.
“We are making progress toward sustainable security, but
we’re not there yet,” the general said. “There’s still fighting
ahead and work to be done to increase the [Iraqis military’s]
support capabilities.”
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Operation Pacer Goose 2008
By Capt. Jeremy Denman
821st Support Squadron

THULE AIR BASE, Greenland — After navigating
through fields of icebergs June 30, the Sea Bird emerged from
fog at Thule, home of the world’s northernmost deepwater
port, more than 700 miles inside the Arctic Circle.
The ship’s arrival formally opened the 30-day Arctic port
season and kicked off the annual resupply mission known
as Operation Pacer Goose. This season saw the arrival and
departure of three cargo ships and two tankers. The number
of tankers for this year signified an increase from the 2007
port season, as the base doubled up on fuel in expectation

Peterson:
From page 1
morning of Aug. 8, 1942, Lieutenant Peterson prepared for a
routine test flight for an aircraft with an engine change.
Everything appeared normal before take-off, but eyewitnesses saw something terrible as the aircraft lifted off the
runway. Just as landing gear came up, smoke came out of
the left engine, and the engine quit suddenly. The left wing
dropped and hit the runway, igniting a fuel tank and engulfing the aircraft in flames as it crashed to the ground.
A base fire truck was on the scene almost immediately. Three enlisted soldiers, Tech Sgt. Albertis Hilbert,
and Sgts. Walter Boulier and Thomas Deutsch, risked
their lives by running through the massive fire to get
Lieutenant Peterson out of the aircraft. They lifted him
out of the cockpit by his parachute straps and carried
him to a waiting ambulance, which set out for a hospital
in Colorado Springs.
Lieutenant Peterson was badly burned on his legs, chest,
and head. But, at the hospital, he remained conscious and
repeatedly asked those around him if he would regain his
sight and be able to fly again. His fellow officers admired his

Health Bar:
From page 1
success of her first health bar at the U.S. Air Force Academy,
Peterson was a great choice to open another.
“As a sports competitor and small business owner, I felt there
was a need for healthy choice foods at the Peterson gym,” she
said. “We offer many selections of healthy snacks and fruit
smoothies. We also have a large variety of supplements, which

Academy:
From page 5
Det. 6 commander. “The cadets also participated in a HH-60
(Pave Hawk helicopter) training mission while deployed
to Nellis, learning how U.S. Air Force combat search and
rescue operations are conducted.”
“Hosting detachments and program POCs gathered several
lessons from the experience that will be used to further refine
the program,” said Major Bassham. “The gathered lessons
learned will be integrated into the CSRP Operations Plan
in preparation for next year’s cycle and to share feedback
with Academy POCs.”
According to Maj. Gen. Stephen T. Sargeant, the AFOTEC
commander, “The AFOTEC Mentoring Program enables
these future U.S. Air Force leaders to enter active duty
with a better understanding and awareness of how the

of a pier repair project slated to begin in June 2009.
Lt. Col. Dayton Nooner III, 821st Support Squadron commander, reflected on this year’s successful ‘Pacer Goose’
operations.
“Pacer Goose presents the only opportunity for Thule
to be resupplied with essential fuel and cargo necessary to
sustain operations,” Colonel Nooner said. “The short, twomonth window available to handle incoming ships requires
precise planning and foresight. Numerous organizations
came together this port season to safely deliver 1.6 million pounds of cargo and 15 million gallons of fuel at the
Department of Defense’s northernmost installation.”
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fortitude. Lieutenant Peterson was very popular with all the
14th Recon Squadron members, officer and enlisted. Despite
that fortitude, Lieutenant Edward Peterson died from his
injuries later that afternoon.
At his wife Ruth’s request, Lieutenant Peterson was
cremated, and his ashes were scattered over Colorado.
To honor his love of f lying, a P-38 aircraft scattered
the ashes in f light. A letter to Ruth from Gen. Henry
Arnold, commanding general of the Army Air Forces,
said “Courage, determination, and devotion to duty characterized Lieutenant Peterson. He was an officer of fine
character and high ideals who commanded the affectionate
respect of all his associates.”
Lieutenant Peterson was the first Colorado native to lose his
life in the line of duty at Colorado Springs Air Base. On Dec. 13,
1942, base officials renamed the base to Peterson Army Air Base
in his honor. The Edward J. Peterson Air and Space Museum
displays a large collection of memorabilia related to Lieutenant
Peterson, including his service dress uniform, his pilot flight
logs and identification card and a memorial letter signed by
President Franklin Roosevelt. In that letter, the President honored Peterson as one of “...the unbroken line of patriots who
have dared to die that Freedom might live and grow.”
(Editor’s Note: This article is one of several highlighting
the Air Force Space Command Year of Leadership and its
focus on heritage)
allows us to create smoothies specifically designed for any personal health program. And for those that get their kick from
caffeine, we offer a wide selection of coffees and espressos.”
The health bar takes up a small space near the downstairs
weight machines area in the fitness center. While enjoying
snacks or drinks, members can peruse a local paper at one of
two available tables, or watch the news from the TV located
on the wall nearby.
“Purchases are even ready to take back to your office,” Ms.
Carlson said. “Either way, stop on by for a healthier choice of
foods the next time you’re in the mood for a snack or drink.
You’ll always get that good feeling when you eat healthy.”
knowledge and skill they gain at the Academy will allow
them to make a positive impact on delivering capabilities
to warfighters expeditiously, to more effectively conduct
their operations with less risk to our Airmen and joint and
coalition partners.”
The idea for the AFOTEC Mentoring Program grew from
a meeting between General Sargeant and Brig. Gen. Dana
Born, the Academy’s dean of faculty, in October 2007 when
they discussed ways to create opportunities to fulfi ll the
then Secretary of the Air Force’s desire to increase cadet
understanding of and excitement for engineering and scientific career field options to them after commissioning.
The generals agreed to pursue a collaborative mentoring
program involving AFOTEC personnel with Academy senior
cadets and faculty.
The AFOTEC Mentoring Program overall focuses on all
four classes of cadets by providing officer mentorship and
operational testing experience in four areas: capstone design projects, the Cadet Summer Research Program, a guest
speaker program, and Major’s Night.
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Photo by Walt Johnson

USNORTHCOM quarterback Larry Roberts, 9, fires a pass downfield as members of the 21st Civil Engineer apply pressure during intramural action
at Peterson’s football field Sept. 10.

USNORTHCOM takes down CES team
By Walt Johnson
CSMNG

USNORTHCOM began the 2008 intramural flag football
season with a convincing 32-6 victory over the 21st Civil
Engineers. But that wasn’t even the story that makes this
year’s edition of USNORTHCOM football notable.
The victory gave USNORTHCOM as many victories now
as it had all last year when the team won one game in intramural play. In fact, USNORTHCOM was so inept last
year that one intramural observer said he is not sure that
USNORTHCOM scored 32 points all of last season. But that
was then and this is now.
USNORTHCOM used an explosive offense and the talents
of two quarterbacks, Larry Roberts and Archie Ramos, to
beat the Engineer’s team that is normally very competitive
in intramural play. No matter what defense the Engineers
threw at USNORTHCOM, Roberts and Ramos had an answer
and the offense moved up and down the field generating first
downs and scoring touchdowns.
There has been a lot of talk by the USNORTHCOM players that the team did not want a repeat of last year’s season,
so there has been some dedication to preparing better and
being more competitive this year. The scary thing for the
intramural league is the USNORTHCOM team has an element to it that it may not have had last year. Leadership.
The team is just beginning to get in some practice time
and knowing each other which should make life extremely
uneasy for the intramural league.
“One of the things that surprises me a bit about this game
is we really didn’t have a lot of time to practice before we
played tonight. In fact, you really could say we haven’t practiced together at all outside of the pre-game stuff. What this

shows me is that we have good leadership both on and off
the field that is allowing us to come together as a team,” said
Hyrom Buchannan, team spokesman.
Buchannan said the leadership provided by Ramos, Roberts
and others cannot be taken lightly because not only is the team
battling back from the disappointing season it had last year, it
also has the most complex group of people on its team.
“We have people from many different services out here.
We have Army, Marines, Navy, and Canadian forces players on our team. What we liked most about tonight’s game
is the execution was much better than it was for the team
that only won one game last year. I wasn’t here last year but
the team was pretty bad last year. One difference between
this year and last year may be the fact that everyone on this
year’s team is very competitive. The way we feel this year is
if we get beat by a better team we can live with that, but if a
team outworks us we cannot live with that. We are not going
to let anyone out work USNORTHCOM this year; no one is
going to out hustle us this year,” Buchannan said.
Roberts may have turned in the play of the game as took off
on a quarterback scramble and raced 50 yards up the field, the
last 20 with both legs cramping up on him. Roberts said he
first didn’t know if he would make it to the end zone, but he
was happy with the end result of the play and the game.
“I started cramping up because I didn’t get a chance to
stretch before the game. I was just happy to finish off the play.
After the game I thought to myself I think this team has the
potential to do a lot better offensively than we showed tonight.
This is the first time that we have played together and I was
impressed with the way we played as a team tonight. I wasn’t
here last year so I really can’t say much about what happened.
This year my teammates and I just want to show up, play
competitively and do the best we can,” Roberts said.
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Strike Zone Cafe closed

The Strike Zone Café, at the Peterson Bowling Center is
partially closed for renovations Sept. 12 - Nov. 30. During this
period, the bowling service counter will sell a limited menu of
hot dogs, nachos, packaged chips and other snacks and assorted
beverages. Open bowling and league play will continue. For
more information, call the Bowling Center at 556-4607.
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Fitness staff: ‘Tennis courts for tennis only’

Peterson Air Force Base recently resurfaced tennis courts,
located adjacent to the Aquatic Center and behind the Fitness
and Sports Center, and designated them “tennis play only”.
Any units or squadrons using courts for activities other than
tennis are asked to find other areas for their activities. For
more information, contact the Fitness Center at 556-4462.

Visit the
Space Observer
online at
www.csmng.com
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Air Force develops plan for filling unmanned aircraft system positions
By Master Sgt. Russell P. Petcoff
Secretary of the Air Force Public Affairs

WASHINGTON (AFPN) — Air Force leaders are taking
a two-pronged approach to address the increasing need for
pilots of unmanned aircraft systems in Afghanistan and
Iraq, an Air Force official said recently.
The first approach will use a small percentage of undergraduate pilot training graduates for the short term. The
second will examine the potential for a distinct career path
for Airmen to fly unmanned aircraft.
“The UPT approach will happen quickly,” said Col. Pete
Lee, chief of the operational training division in Air Staff
Operations.
In the next couple of weeks, Air Force officials will select
approximately 10 percent of UPT graduates to begin UAS
training when they graduate in October. Their UAS training
will be at Creech Air Force Base, Nevada.
After completing a standard UAS tour, UPT Airmen will
receive a follow-on assignment to a manned aircraft, Colonel
Lee added.
In January 2009, the Air Force will begin the second approach,
a small-group testing of a program to train approximately 10
active-duty officers to specifically fly unmanned aircraft. Colonel
Lee said the lessons learned from the first group will be used to
train a second group of 10. Initial training will begin in Pueblo,
Colo., where the Air Force conducts introductory flight screening. UAS-specific training will follow with full major weapons
system qualification completed at Creech.
“The plan is to develop and validate training programs
that prepare non-UPT pilots for wartime UAS duty,” Colonel
Lee said. “We will continue to uphold the highest levels of

U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. Sabrina Johnson

An MQ-1 Predator unmanned aircraft from the 361st Expeditionary Reconnaissance Squadron takes off from Ali Base, Iraq, in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom. Through the use of advanced capabilities, focused doctrine and detailed training, the Predator provides integrated and synchronized
close air combat operations, to include intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance.
Air Force flight safety standards.”
The colonel said this is a historic time for the Air Force.
“Pilots flying unmanned aircraft today and Airmen
selected for the new UAS training program are charting
ground-breaking paths for the Air Force,” Colonel Lee said.
“They are truly trailblazers.”
The Air Force general in charge of oversight of air, nuclear,
space, cyber and weather operations for the Air Staff said
the demand for UAS in theater is critical.
“The combat contributions of unmanned aircraft systems
in today’s fight have surpassed all expectations and have
taken a crucial role in our ongoing operations in Iraq and
Afghanistan,” said Lt. Gen. Daniel Darnell, Air Force deputy
chief of staff for operations, plans and requirements.
“The surveillance-only role of UAS has rapidly expanded to
include strike, force protection, and additional intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance missions,” the general added.
Colonel Lee said unmanned aircraft are the tip of the spear for
Air Force combat operations in Afghanistan and Iraq because
of “their ability to identify, track and engage our enemies.”
From January to August of this year, MQ-1 Predators and
MQ-9 Reapers flew more than 4,400 sorties, logging over
81,800 combat flight hours. They also engaged more than
9,900 ISR targets and were an integral asset during more
than 300 incidents of troops in contact with the enemy and
more than 1,000 raids.
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