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Compassion:
Talk the talk,
walk the walk
Commentary by Chaplain,
Maj. Mark Ingles
Peterson Air Force Base Chapel

Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary
defines “compassion” as “the sympathetic
consciousness of others’ distress together
with a desire to alleviate it.” Wow, a desire
to alleviate it!
Compassion should go one step further.
It should do something instead of just desiring to do something. Compassion does
something. It is a feeling deep within ourselves — a “quivering of the heart” — and
it is also a way of acting — being affected
by the suffering of others and moving on
their behalf. Buddha, Mother Teresa and
Jesus are three of many well known life
examples of compassion, and it is the central ethical virtue in their examples that
developed from their core values.
Showing compassion is a glimpse into
the heart of God. The practice of compassion is often likened to opening the heart.
First, you must allow yourself to feel the
suffering in the world, including your own.
Don’t turn away from pain; move toward
it with courage. Go into situations where
people are hurting. Identify with your
neighbors in their distress. Compassion
increases our capacity to care. It reinforces
charity, empathy and sympathy. To put it
another way, it is very good exercise for
your heart muscle.
I love the story of a fifth-grade class at
Lake Elementary School in Oceanside,
Calif., that had fourteen boys who had
no hair. Only one, however, had no choice
in the matter. Ian O’Gorman, was undergoing chemotherapy for lymphoma, and
all his hair was falling out, so he had his
head shaved. But then, 13 of his classmates
shaved their heads, so Ian wouldn’t feel
out of place. 10-year-old Kyle Hanslik
started it all. He talked to some other boys,
and before long, they all trekked to the
barbershop.
“The last thing he would want is to not
fit in,” Kyle said. “We just wanted to make
him feel better.”
Sometimes we are so inwardly focused
on our wants, needs and preferences we
often fail to look outwardly. We can never
be the compassionate people we should
be if we are looking inwardly more than
we are outwardly. I believe we can’t just
be willing to do good; we also need to
seek out opportunities to show to people
the compassion we have by the actions
we take.
We are bombarded with messages today
that pull us out of arms of love and compassion and push us deeper into the jaws of
apathy. Attitudes such as “whatever” and

“who cares” and “so what?” dominate our
thoughts. This apathetic attitude blinds us
from seeing the harassed, the helpless, the
abused, the addicted, the broken and the
oppressed. It emotionally insulates us from
feeling the pain of others. Simply put:
Apathy is disgusting. Famous American
author George Bernard Shaw once said,
“The worst sin toward our fellow creatures
is not to hate them, but to be indifferent to
them: that’s the essence of inhumanity.”
I must admit that sometimes I am not
as compassionate as I would like to be or
as I should be. For as long as I can remember I’ve had a compassionate heart, but
sometimes I struggle to love people and to
show compassion as exemplified by those
mentioned earlier. Does anyone else feel
the same way? After all, as we reflect on
the Golden Rule: love our neighbor as ourselves, The prophet Muhammed echoed
that saying, “Do you love your creator?
Love your fellow-beings first.”
The truth of the matter is that we, on
this place called earth, are called to show
that same type of compassion and love towards other people in this world. I realize
the things I do are not the most important things, but perhaps God’s love for
us and and my love for other people is.
Unfortunately, so often, our love for people
is drowned out in our own busyness, stinginess or cleanliness, and we forget what
it is all about and what is most important.
Life should revolve around how we interact
and respond to others and the compassion
and love we show to them.
Let us strive to show compassion to all
people. We live in a world that is hurting. We live in a world where people are
depressed and broken. Compassion goes
straight into the heart and will create a
gut-wrenching feeling in which we empathetically identify with the brokenness of
another person. Sometimes it is just being
there for someone when they need help; to
help carry each other’s burdens.
As we build our compassionate heart,
search for clear examples of compassionate
people. Consider famous people, family
members and co-workers. Look for ways
they show compassion and how you can
adopt them for your use.
Historical examples of extraordinarily
compassionate people probably wore Nikes
because their actions clearly spoke these
three words, “Just do it.” Love and compassion shared will turn the world upside
down. Now is the time to be truly compassionate. No more excuses! No more
coasting! It’s time to take action!
Compassion: Just do it!

Peterson Chapel Holiday Schedule
Christmas Eve - 24 December

Catholic

Family Mass
Musical Prelude
Christmas Midnight Mass

Protestant

Candlelight Service
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LRS
change of
command
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7:00 PM - Peterson Chapel

Christmas Day - 25 December

Catholic

8:30 AM - Peterson Chapel

Protestant

No Services Scheduled

Chanukah - 22 December - 29 December

Jewish

Menorah Lighting and Celebration
All are welcome to attend

5:00 PM 22 December

For more information on Jewish Chanukah events, please call Louis Steinberg at
Schriever AFB (719) 567-5170
Peterson Chapel Worship Schedule see Page 9

INSIDE
First Knight
Early pay
Briefs
Housing
Sports

5:00 PM - Peterson Chapel
11:30 PM - Peterson Chapel
12:00 AM - Peterson Chapel
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The demand for high performance and the urgency of delivering
it have never been greater. After more than 20 years serving all
branches of the armed forces, Accenture brings a keen grasp of
military missions and goals, an unyielding focus on performance,
and the unique ability to deliver maximum results in minimum
time—what we call value at speed. To see how our experience,
capabilities, and geographic reach can help you achieve
high performance, visit accenture.com/defense

T:11.5"

We know what it takes to be a Tiger.

direction

AS:10.0739"

speed

Space Observer
Thursday, December 18, 2008

www.peterson.af.mil

3

C ommander’s C orner
21st S pace Wing

21st Space Wing Commander
Col. Jay Raymond

Happy Holidays and Season’s Greetings Team Peterson

Chief of Public Affairs
Capt. Toni Tones

Editorial Staff
Chief of Operations
2nd. Lt. Jonathan Simmons
Deputy Chief of Operations
Tech. Sgt Kimberley Harrison
Staff Reporter
Corey Dahl
Published by Colorado Springs Military Newspapers
Group, 31 E. Platte Avenue, Suite 300, Colorado
Springs, 80903, a private firm in no way connected with
the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive written contract
with the 21st Space Wing. This commercial enterprise
Air Force newspaper is an authorized publication for
members of the U.S. military services.
Contents of the Space Observer are not necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S.
Government, the Department of Defense or the
Department of the Air Force.
The appearance of advertising in this publication,
including inserts or supplements, does not constitute
endorsement by DoD, the Department of the Air Force,
or CSMNG, of the products or services advertised.
Everything advertised in this publication shall be
made available for purchase, use or patronage without
regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin,
age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser,
user or patron.
Editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the 21st Space Wing Public Affairs Office,
775 Loring Ave., Suite 218, Peterson AFB, Colo.,
80914-1294, (719) 556-4351 or DSN 834-4351, fax
(719) 556-7848 or DSN 834-7848. All photographs are
Air Force photographs unless otherwise indicated.
The Space Observer is published every Thursday.
For advertising inquiries, call Colorado Springs
Military Newspapers, (719) 634-5905. Employees
of Peterson Air Force Base who want to place a free
classified advertisement should call 329-5210.
Articles for the Space Observer should be submitted to the 21st SW/PAI, Attn: Space Observer. For
submission details call the editor at (719) 556-4351 or
DSN 834-4351 or e-mail space.observer@peterson.
af.mil. Deadline for article submission is noon the
Thursday one week before publication. News brief
items must be submitted on-line at www.peterson.
af.mil and will run on a space available basis. All
articles, copy and announcements submitted will be
edited to conform to AFI Series 35 and the Associated
Press Stylebook and Libel Manual.

Commentary by Col. Jay Raymond
21st Space Wing commander
Team Peterson, the holiday season is
here, which goes along well with the chilly
weather we have been experiencing over the
last several days. The recent snow and cold
weather really compliment the holidays.
Bundle up, get out of the house, and enjoy
the season.
Mollie and I want to wish each and every one of you a relaxing, enjoyable and
safe holiday season. We are very proud of
the work you do and the sacrifices you all
make every day. I encourage all of you to
take some well deserved quality time with
your friends and family. Take advantage
of the many events going on all around
Colorado Springs throughout the holidays
for every age and interest. Also, remember
that your Outdoor Recreation Office also
has ski equipment available to rent and inexpensive day passes to most of the many
Colorado ski resorts.
Also, while enjoying the holidays, please
remember those deployed and those deployed in-place around the world who are
not able to be with their friends or loved
ones. Keep them in your thoughts and
prayers. I thank you all for your dedication and sacrifice.
Continuing with AFSPC Year of
Leadership, December’s theme is
“Compassion” and to quote Chief Omdal,

Col.
Jay Raymond
21st Space
Wing
commander

“the heart of compassion is taking care of
our Airmen and their families”. Especially
during this holiday season, take the time to
engage that person we work with who might
be hurting or lonely. Compassion prompts
us to care for our fellow Airmen and servicemembers who are having a hard time. Every
member of our Air Force family is highly
valued, from the Security Forces Airman
patrolling the base, to the civilian working in the Logistics Readiness Squadron,
to the reservist or guardsman supporting
the Global War on Terror, to our spouses
and children, you are all what makes our
Air Force the greatest on earth.
While for most, this is a time of great joy
and togetherness, it can also be a time of
sadness and depression. Whether due to
separation from family and friends, limited
daylight, the cold weather, financial or work
related stresses, or loneliness, for some this

time of year can lead to a feeling of despair
and hopelessness. If you know someone
who is spending the holiday alone, I encourage you to invite them to your residence, in
the spirit of the holidays .
As you know, being a good Wingman
is embedded into our Air Force culture;
Airmen helping Airmen. Take care of each
other and yourself, get involved, and adhere
to our core values: Integrity First, Service
Before Self, and Excellence In All We Do.
These qualities are a part of our way of life.
If you think one of our Airmen or family
members is in distress, be there for them
and take care of them, don’t be afraid to get
involved. Be a good Wingman.
Finally, I ask that while you are enjoying the season, please remember to be safe.
While the holiday season is a great time
of year, it can also be a dangerous time,
if you do not think about the risk of an
event before acting. This is especially true
when driving during the holidays. Please
be extremely careful while driving on the
icy roads. We need each and every one of
you back next year.
Have a great and safe holiday, enjoy the
time, reflect on the past year and once again
reflect on the absolute privilege we all enjoy
serving our country.

Visit the Space Observer online at www.csmng.com

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
2075 Research Pkwy
Colorado Springs, CO 80920
719.550.2500

Visit us at www.ColoradoHomes.com to see more information on these properties and many more!

$409,000

BLACK FOREST

$271,500

BRIARGATE

$102,500

BRIARGATE

$329,900

EAST

$169,000

EAST

$235,000

FALCON

Custom and cozy main
level living w/walk out
basement on 5.23 acres.
4BR/3 baths.

Stylishly updated
4BR/4BA in
Briargate/SD20.

Charming ground floor
rancher condo with 2
bedrooms/1 bath in well
maintained complex. A
must see.

Admirable custom 4/3
home. Space galore.
Vaulted ceilings. Gas
heat. Fireplace.
Outstanding quality!

Must see this BEAUTIFULLY REMODELLED
3/2/1 tri-level. Mainlevel
has wood flooring.
LARGED BACKYARD.

Meticulously cared for 2story home.3BR/3BA,
2car garage.Gorgeous
master suite w/gas fireplace!

$346,750 FOUNTAIN VALLEY

$164,900 FOUNTAIN VALLEY

$399,900

NORTHEAST

$199,900

NORTHEAST

$535,000

NORTHGATE

$262,500

NORTHGATE

$247,000

$145,000

$95,000

SOUTHEAST

$464,900

SOUTHWEST

$289,900

SOUTHWEST

$619,900

TRI-LAKES

5bd/3ba/4158sf/3car gar
on 5+ acres. Lg kit
w/isl...12x21 theater
w/wet bar. 36x72 det
bldg, too!

POWERS

Model Condition! Open
& Bright Floor-plan!
Walk-out Fin.Bsmt.
Featuring: 4Bdrms.,4Ba.,
2591 Sq.Ft.

Nice 3BR/3BA home in
cul-de-sac lot. Very close
to Ft. Carson & Peterson
AFB. Sold "As-Is"

POWERS

Loverly corner ranch
townhome on main.
2BR-2Baths w/walk-in
closet, AC, Frplc. All
appliances stay.

Exceptional! Backs to
Open Space w/Full Mtn
Range View! Main-Level
Living w/ 4/3/3. 3068
Sq' Finish.

3/2 Townhome on a
quiet cul-de-sac, view of
the Mountains, fireplace,
backs to open
space/patio area

Great 3BR/3BA twostory home in prime
location. Lge floorplan.
Sold 'As-Is'

Prestigious 4BR/3BA
Custom Ranch with
Spectacular Views in
Broadmoor Valley.

Pride of place comes
with this 4/3 corner-lot
residence. Two-car
garage, basement.

5BR/4BA home
W/MTN & City views.
A.C. & 3-car garage.

GlenEagle 5/4 home,.39
acre 2423 sqft,Mt&AF
Academy views,enclosed
sunroom w/hottub,RVparking,Decks

This HUGE STYLISH
RANCHER in JACKSON
CREEK has superb VIEWS
of the Air Force Academy
and PIKES PEAK
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Airman 1st Class Casey K. Fletcher
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Duty Title:

Editor
Mike Boyd
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Mike.Boyd@csbj.com
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Unit:
21st Dental Squadron

Walt.Johnson@csmng.com
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Airman 1st
Class Casey K.
Fletcher was
selected for this
week’s First Knight
award. This award
is designed to recognize outstanding
Airmen each week
for the work they
do every day.

1 year, 5 months

Time Assigned to Unit:
1 year

Hobbies:
Ju-jitsu, running, swimming, and spending
time with my wife

Favorite Music:
Last good movie:

Art Director
Rowdy Tompkins

“Eagle Eye”

Rowdy.Tompkins@csbj.com

Mike.Reid@csbj.com

Time in service:

Rock

ART DEPARTMENT

Assistant Production
Manager
Mike Reid

Name:

What is your favorite thing about being in the Air Force?
The opportunity to serve my country, to travel and the educational
benefits.

Why selected:

I am an American Airman.
I am a warrior.

“A1C Fletcher was selected for this prestigious award because of his
professionalism and genuine positive attitude. Through his work ethic
and team approach, he creates a great work environment for the entire
dental clinic.” — Staff Sgt. Caesar Colorina, NCOIC, Dental Records and
Reception

I have answered
my nation’s call.
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Air Force officials honor top
recruiters for 2008
By Christa D’Andrea
Air Force Recruiting Service Public Affairs

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Stephen J. Collier

On the way to the Caribbean
Tech. Sgt. Vic Cowan hands over his dog tags for review Dec. 12 while processing through a deployment line at Peterson Air Force Base, Colo. Sergeant Cowan and more than 35 other members of the
Air Force Reserve’s 302nd Airlift Wing departed Colorado for Puerto Rico’s Muniz Air National Guard
Base, where they will support U.S. Southern Command with logistics and contingency efforts through
Operation Coronet Oak. The operation encompasses several missions, including resupply of U.S.
embassies, medical evacuation missions and support for U.S. troops in the region. Sergeant Cowen
is a propulsions technician with the 302nd Maintenance Squadron.

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas (AFNS) — Fourteen Air Force recruiters
were named tops in their field for fiscal 2008 by Air Force Recruiting Service officials here
in December.
Operation Blue Suit program recognizes the best recruiters worldwide for their efforts
in recruiting a diverse, high-quality volunteer force to fill career fields critical to the Air
Force in accomplishing its missions.
The program selects the best from nearly 1,200 Air Force recruiters worldwide. Winners
are nominated by their recruiting groups and selected based on their performance in meeting assigned recruiting goals, leadership qualities and other professional traits.
The Air Force Blue Suit recruiters for 2008 are:
• Master Sgt. Michael Kovach of the 333rd Recruiting Squadron at Melbourne, Fla.
• Master Sgt. William Malcolm of the 367th RCS at Colorado Springs, Colo.
• Master Sgt. Kimberly McBride of the 319th RCS at Burlington, Mass.
• Tech. Sgt. Raymond Archambo of the 347th RCS at Bloomington, Ill.
• Tech. Sgt. David Gongora of the 317th RCS at Norfolk, Va.
• Tech. Sgt. Paul Lindsey of the 338th RCS at Columbus, Ohio
• Tech. Sgt. Michael Mehl of the 337th RCS at Fayetteville, N.C.
• Tech. Sgt. Mark Terry of the 343rd RCS at Manhattan, Kan.
• Staff Sgt. Nicholaus Abramow of the 362nd RCS at El Cajon, Calif.
• Staff Sgt. Eric Bond of the 364th RCS at Fairfield, Calif.
• Staff Sgt. Eva Haselhoff of the 367th RCS at El Paso, Texas
• Staff Sgt. Alpha Tyler of the 333rd RCS at Melbourne, Fla.
• Staff Sgt. Kevin Vettorel of the 345th RCS at Springfield, Ill.
• Staff Sgt. Jacob Watson of the 339th RCS at Sault Sainte Marie, Mich.
Air Force Recruiting Service met its enlistment goal for the ninth-consecutive year in
2008, bringing in 27,765 new Airmen against an accessions goal of 27,760. Air Force officials
are still hiring and will seek to fill more than 140 enlisted career specialty areas with 31,780
new Airmen in 2009, an increase of 4,000 accessions from fiscal 2008.
Air Force Recruiting Service officials will recognize Blue Suit winners and their spouses
Feb. 23 through 27 in San Antonio.
“We have a critical mission and a tremendous responsibility to this nation — to sustain the
combat capability of America’s Air Force. There is no other source of bringing in America’s
best and brightest youth into our great Air Force other than our recruiters,” said Brig.
Gen. Alfred J. Stewart, the AFRS commander. “These 14 outstanding recruiters represent
the ‘best of the best’ within our all voluntary recruiting force. They have gone above and
beyond the call of duty and they have raised the bar for others to follow suit.”

Work as we know it has changed...

so what are you
doing to adapt?

In today’s fast-paced and competitive
business environment, you are no
longer judged for your loyalty and
seniority but by the success of your
last project. . . By achieving notable
results on projects you position
yourself as a valuable asset.

Quality. Honesty. integrity.
It’s the way our homes are built. It’s the way we do business.
Creek Terrace – Year End Closeouts! Unbelievable values - will go fast!

—Project Management Institute (PMI®)

If your goal is to advance in rank or begin a
civilian career, you need CCU’s accredited

CERTIFICATE IN PROJECT MANAGEMENT

Take classes online or one evening a week from CCU at PPCC
Four 5-week courses . . . start in January and ﬁnish in June 2009
Covers Project Management Book of Knowledge (PMBOK®) topics
Prepares you to pursue your PMI Project Management Professional
(PMP®) certiﬁcation

“Port Royal”
7311 Willowdale Dr.
Was $239,950 now reduced to $219,950!
4 bed/2.5baths +loft
Unfinished basement kitchen w/ island
2026 fin.sf/2656 total

Claremont Ranch

Free appliance package included with Active Duty Military!

Info Session Wed., Jan. 7, 5-6PM at PPCC, Room A-255
➣
➣
➣
➣

Popular “Brandy Station”
7317 Willowdale Dr.
Was $179,950 now reduced to $169,950.
3 bed/2 baths
Unfinished basement large lot!
1327 fin.sf/ 1655 total

“Strasburg”
Was $199,950 now reduced to $179,950.
9225 Red Fern Lane
2 story, 3 bed/ 2.5 bath,
Unfinished basement
1397 finished SF/
1975 Total

Mule Deer Crossing
Model Home Closeout
3989 Reindeer Circle
Was $249,950 now reduced to $244,950!
4 bed/3.5 bath w/
FULL FINISHED BASEMENT!
A/C - lots of upgrades Beautiful Home!

“Dillon”
1944 Lillian Way - $194,950
Ready Now!
Perfect Rancher!
2 bed/2ba
Unfinished basement
Possible 4 bed w/ basement finish - great mountain view!
1062 fin. sf/ 2018 total

“Keystone”
1934 Lillian Way - $204,950
Ready December
3 bed/2.5 baths spacious kitchen Beautiful mountain view!
Unfinished basement
1496 fin sf/ 2094 total

FRonT YaRD LanDsCaping w/spRinkLeR sYsTems inCLuDeD

Seller pays closing costs w/ preferred lender
�������������������������������������

Creek Terrace
�������������������������������������

Closed on Mondays

7111 Araia Drive
����������������������������������
1125 Kelly Johnson Blvd., Suite 105, Colorado Springs, CO 80920
382-9130
�������������������
719.867.5800 • www.ccu.edu/scc
Fountain Mesa & Araia Dr.

������������������������������

Prices and availability subject to change without notice.
Visit our Model Homes:
Mon-Sat 10 am-5pm Sunday 1am-5pm

Claremont Ranch

on Thursdays
���������������������������������� Closed
�������������
2044 Lillian Way
570-7232
www.hallmark-homes.com
�������������������
�������������
Marksheffel & Colorado Tech Dr.

6

Space Observer
Thursday, December 18, 2008

www.peterson.af.mil

Reservists may qualify
for early retired pay
ROBINS AIR FORCE BASE, Ga.
(AFNS) — Department of Defense officials here have issued new guidelines for
early receipt of retired pay for members
of the Reserve components.
Instead of having to wait until age 60
to receive Reserve retired pay, eligible
members may receive retired pay prior
to age 60 but not before age 50.
Under interim changes to Department
of Defense Instruction 1215.07, Service
Credit for Reserve Retirement, issued
under a law passed by Congress effective
Jan. 28, 2008, Reserve component members are able to reduce the age at which
they are eligible to receive retirement
pay by three months for each cumulative
period of 90 days served on active duty
in any fiscal year.
Under the new law, members eligible
to receive retired pay earlier than age
60 must still wait until age 60 to receive
health-care benefits.
Involuntary mobilization and voluntary active duty in support of a contingency qualify, but there is no requirement
to be involuntarily mobilized, to support
a contingency or to serve on active duty
outside the continental United States to
receive credit under the law. Most activeduty time qualifies, including training,
operational support duties and school
tours. It does not matter whether activeduty time is paid for under military or reserve personnel appropriation accounts,
provided such active duty is performed
under the authority of 10 U.S. Code §
12301 (d).
Also included is full-time National
Guard duty served under a call to active
service by a governor and authorized by
the president or the secretary of Defense
under 32 U.S.C. § 502(f) for purposes of
responding to either a national emergency declared by the president or a national emergency supported by federal
funds.
The following time served on active
duty is not creditable service for purposes of reducing retired pay age: as a
member of the active Guard and Reserve
(10 U.S.C. § 12310); on annual tour (10
U.S.C. § 12301(b)); while in captive status
(10 U.S.C. § 12301(g)); for medical treatment, medical evaluation for disability
purposes or medical study (10 U.S.C.
§12301(h)); as a member not assigned
to, or participating satisfactorily in,
units (10 U.S.C. § 12303); under activeduty agreements (10 U.S.C. § 12311); for
disciplinary/courts-martial (10 U.S.C.
§ 12315); or for muster duty (10 U.S.C.
§12319).
Qualifying active-duty service per-

formed after Jan. 28, 2008, the date on
which the fiscal 2008 National Defense
Authorization Act was enacted, is creditable. The law does not provide credit for
time served on or before that date.
Here’s an example of how these
new guidelines work. A reservist performed five days of active-duty service
on MPA orders in February 2008. He
then volunteered for active duty beginning June 1 and ending Nov. 30 (leave,
reconstitution and post-deployment/
mobilization respite absence included,
as applicable). The reservist performed a
total of 127 days of active-duty service in
fiscal 2008 and 61 days in fiscal 2009.
Under this scenario, all of the activeduty time the reservist performed could
be credited toward reduced retirement
age eligibility because it was active-duty
time performed under circumstances
permitted under the new law (i.e., orders for voluntary service, 10 U.S.C. §
12301(d)). However, because time credited must total 90 days or must be in
multiples of 90 days in the aggregate during a fiscal year in order to correspondingly reduce his retirement age by three
months, or multiples of three months,
the reservist will be able to reduce his
retirement age by three months for fiscal 2008. Had he performed 53 more
days of active-duty service after Jan. 28
and before going on active duty June 1,
he would have accumulated 180 total
days for fiscal 2008 and thus would be
able to reduce his retirement age by six
months.
Similarly, because the reservist has so
far served on active duty 61 days in fiscal
2009, he must perform an additional 29
days of active-duty service some time
during the year in order to reduce his
retirement age by an additional three
months.
All Airmen are encouraged to ensure
their orders specify the statutory provision under which their active-duty
service is performed. Airmen are also
encouraged to keep track of their activeduty service and orders to ensure they
receive proper credit and they meet the
cumulative 90-day thresholds to reduce
retirement age.
More information is available on the
Air Reserve Personnel Center Web site
at www.arpc.afrc.af.mil.

Peterson’s Chanukah
celebration in a nutshell
Commentary by Louis Steinberg,
Jewish Lay leader and
Lt. Col. Randall E. Kitchens,
21st Space Wing Chaplain
Have you ever wondered what Chanukah
was all about? If you would like to find out,
join the community and learn about this
celebration.
All of Team Pete is invited to the Chapel’s
front lawn at 5 p.m., Dec. 22 for a menorah
lighting and celebration with food, games,
information, and fellowship.
A small peek into the story and Jewish
celebration is that Chanukah — the eightday festival of light that begins on the eve of
Kislev 25 — celebrates the triumph of light
over darkness, of purity over adulteration,
of spirituality over materiality.
More than 21 centuries ago, the land of
Israel was ruled by the Seleucids (SyrianGreeks), who sought to forcefully Hellenize
the people of Israel. Against all odds, a
small band of faithful Jews defeated one of
the mightiest armies on earth, drove the
Greeks from the land, reclaimed the Holy
Temple in Jerusalem and rededicated it to
the service of God.
When they sought to light the Temple’s
menorah, they found only a single cruse of
olive oil that had escaped contamination by
the Greeks; miraculously, the one-day supply

burned for eight days, until new oil could be
prepared under conditions of ritual purity.
To commemorate and publicize these
miracles, the sages instituted the festival of
Chanukah. At the heart of the festival is the
nightly menorah lighting: a single flame on
the first night, two on the second evening,
and so on till the eighth night of Chanukah,
when all eight lights are kindled.
On Chanukah, religious Jews also recite
Hallel and the Al HaNissim prayer to offer
praise and thanksgiving to God for “delivering the strong into the hands of the weak, the
many into the hands of the few... the wicked
into the hands of the righteous.”
Chanukah customs include eating foods
fried in oil, such as latkes (potato pancakes)
and sufganiot (doughnuts); playing with the
dreidel (a spinning top on which are inscribed
the Hebrew letters nun, gimmel, hei and shin,
an acronym for Nes Gadol Hayah Sham - “a
great miracle happened there”); and the giving
of Chanukah gelt, gifts of money, to children.
Please join us to learn more about this historical and religious celebration. The event is
open to all who would like to attend.

Wanna make an Air Force commercial?
By Staff Sgt. J.G. Buzanowski
Secretary of the Air Force Public Affairs

WASHINGTON (AFNS) — Senior leaders are asking Airmen to get behind the camera and submit a video for the next Air Force
advertising campaign. The contest has begun
and runs until Jan. 9.
Airmen are encouraged to create a video
depicting what their unit or they do to support the Air Force mission, as well as highlight why people should join the Air Force.
The videos potentially will be used for the
next recruiting and retention advertising
campaign, according to Keith Lebling, the
contest manager.
The contest is divided into two categories: Professional Team and Individual
Airman.
The Professional Team category is intended
for organizations or Airmen who produce
broadcast-quality videos as part of their
normal duty responsibilities.
The Individual Airman category is for
Airmen not assigned to an organization
such as that, and the video must be produced
using privately owned video and editing
equipment.
“This was an idea that came out of the
last CORONA senior leader meeting,” Mr.
Lebling said. “Our Airmen are extremely
creative and have a lot of great ideas, so why
not give them a chance to come up with an

idea for the next recruiting and retention
commercial?”
Once submitted, the videos become the
intellectual property of the Air Force and
there is no guarantee it will be aired on television, Mr. Lebling added.
To submit a video, Airmen should visit
the Video Contest Community of Practice
Web site at https://afkm.wpafb.af.mil/ASPs/
CoP/EntryCoP.asp?Filter=AF-SC-01-38 and
upload their entry under their MAJCOM
folder. If they’re not assigned to a particular
MAJCOM, Airmen should use the Secretary
of the Air Force Public Affairs folder.
In addition, Mr. Lebling said videos should
not have an embedded soundtrack or background music, although suggestions are welcome. Also, videos that violate Air Force code
of ethics standards will be eliminated from
the competition.
The specific submission guidelines can
be found on the Video Contest Web page
listed above, but note that videos should
be no larger than 40mb and between 27-30
seconds.
Mr. Lebling also warned that Airmen must
be aware of and avoid potential copyright
infringement. This includes, but is not limited
to background music, visible logos, endorsing
a product or unoriginal video footage.
For more information, call the 21st Space
Wing Public Affairs at (719) 556-5185.

Little People, Big Smiles
Technology
Technology with
with aa Caring
Caring Touch
Touch
Specialized
Specialized treatment
treatment planning
planning for
for all
all ages
ages
Treatment under conscious sedation and general-anesthesia
Digital radiography for pinpoint treatment plans and
reduced radiation exposure
Parents can stay with children during treatment
Delta
Dental,
Tri Care
Dental,
United
Concordia,
Cigna
Delta
Dental,
Tri Care
Dental,
United
Concordia
and Care Credit plans accepted

Healthy Smiles are
Beary Special

Jeff Kahl, DDS
Derek Kirkham, DDS
Committed to
your children’s
oral health!

Welcoming New Patients

9480 Briar Village Point, Suite 301 • (719) 522-0123
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Calendar / Base Briefs
Sunday, Dec 21

Marion House Food Kitchen Service

Volunteers needed for this great opportunity to serve the community during the Holidays.
Bring your dependents and make it a family affair.
Date: December 21
Time: 7 a.m.- 11 a.m.
Location: 14 W Bijou St, Colorado Springs, CO 80903
For additional information, call 719-475-7314

Monday, Dec 22

Chanukah celebration

The Peterson Chapel will host a Chanukah Celebration and the Lighting of the Menorah
at 5 p.m., Dec. 22 on the chapel lawn. The lighting will be followed by food, games, stories
and celebration in the Chapel Annex; the event is open to all who wish to attend. For more
information call 556-4442.

Asian Pacific
Market
Something for everyone

Baby Bok Choy

Wednesday, Dec 24

Commissary closure

The Peterson Air Force Base commissary will close early at 4 p.m., Dec. 24, for the
Christmas Eve holiday.
Christmas Eve closures
Arts & Crafts, Information, Tickets and Tours, and the Silver Spruce Golf Course will
close at 1 p.m. on Christmas Eve.
The Bowling Center will be open 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Christmas Eve.
The Child Development Center, annex and main, is open 6:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Christmas
Eve.
Outdoor Recreation will be open 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Christmas Eve.
The Youth Center and the Peterson Sports and Fitness Center will be open regular hours
on Christmas Eve.
Because of the Christmas Eve holiday, there will be no movie night Dec. 24.

Thursday, Dec 25

MYOJO BRAND

Japanese Udon
Noodle

$ 0.69/lb

All Flavors

$0.79/each pack

Shanghai
Bok Choy

Green Papaya

Christmas Day closures

The following base services will be closed today for the Christmas holiday: the Aero
Club, the Aquatic Center, Arts & Crafts, the Auto Hobby Center, the Bowling Center, the
Child Development Center, Family Child Care, the Peterson Sports and Fitness Center,
Information, Tickets and Tours, the Library, Outdoor Recreation, the Silver Spruce Golf
Course, the Youth Center
Aragon Dining Hall is open Christmas day for brunch from 6 a.m. to 1 p.m. and supper
from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.

MPS Closure

The Military Personnel Section, including the ID card station, will be closed on Dec. 25
andfor the Christmas and on Dec. 26 for an Air Force Space Command’s Family Day.

$ 0.75/lb

$ 0.69/lb
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Friday, Dec 26

AFSPC family day closures

The following base services will be closed today for Air Force Space Command’s Family
Day: the Bowling Center,
The Child Development Center, annex and main, and the Youth Center will be open
6:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Dec. 26.
The Peterson Sports and Fitness Center is open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., Dec. 26.

Wednesday, Dec 31

New Year’s Eve closures

$ 1.49/lb
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Prices good from December 18th-24th, 2008

Powers Blvd.

615 Wooten Rd. Suite 160
Phone 719•573•7500
M•F 9 a.m. - 7p.m.
Sat•Sun 9a.m. - 7p.m.

Wooten Rd.

Major Gen. K.C. McClain, Air Force Personnel Center commander, will visit Peterson
Air Force Base Jan. 12 and 13 as part of an Air Force-wide “Spread the Word” briefing tour.
General McClain and the briefing team of experts will provide information on topics such
as deployments, the Global Air and Space Expeditionary Force tempo-banding system,
civilian hiring procedures and assignment changes. Two Air Force Space Command calls
will be held at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m., Jan. 13 in Building 1. A base-wide call will be held at 3
p.m., Jan. 13 in the base auditorium. For more information, contact Capt. Nekitha Little
at 556-7135.
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AFPC commander visits Peterson
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Arts & Crafts, Information, Tickets and Tours, and the Silver Spruce Golf Course will
close at 1 p.m. for New Year’s Eve.
The Bowling Center will be open 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on New Year’s Eve. It will also host
cosmic bowling from 10 p.m. — 1 a.m. for $1 per game and free shoe rental. Food will be
available at the snack bar. Call 556-4607 for details.
The Club will open at 7 p.m. for its New Year’s Eve celebration.
The Peterson Sports and Fitness Center is open 4:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. on New Year’s Eve.
The Youth Center will be open regular hours on New Year’s Eve.
Because of the New Year’s Eve holiday, there will be no movie night Dec. 31.
Cosmic Bowling
Celebrate the new year Wed., Dec. 31, from 10 p.m. — 1 a.m. Jan. 1 at the Bowling Center
(next to the Fitness Center). Just $1 per game & FREE shoe rental! Food will be available
at the snack bar. Call 556-4607 for details.

$35.99/each
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Air Force leaders send
holiday message

U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. David D. Morton

302nd LRS change of command

SAN ANTONIO (AFPN) — The following is a holiday
message from Secretary of the Air Force Michael B. Donley,
Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Norton A. Schwartz and Chief
Master Sgt. of the Air Force Rodney J. McKinley:
“The holidays give each of us an opportunity to reflect our
accomplishments of the past year and cherish time with our
families. It is also a time to look forward to a new year of
opportunities, both collectively and individually.
“Our Air Force faced difficult challenges this year and all of
you responded admirably in meeting them. As a Service, we
renewed our focus on stewardship, accountability, precision
and reliability. These are the hallmarks of our core values
— integrity, service and excellence. Each and every one of
you is vitally important. Our role as trustworthy partners
in today’s joint and coalition fight depends on your day-today contributions. We could not be more proud of all you
do to demonstrate that the Air Force is “all in” and devoted
to winning today’s fight while preparing for tomorrow’s
challenges.
“During this holiday season, you can reflect with pride
that many of our great nation’s Soldiers, Sailors, Marines,
Coast Guardsmen and Airmen may safely celebrate with their
families because of your contribution. The global vigilance,
reach and power you collectively provide the nation are vital
to our security, both at home and abroad. In the coming year,
we will continue to innovate the air, space and cyberspace
capabilities we provide combatant commanders. You are
the strength of our Air Force and its greatest asset. It is our
privilege to serve with you all, and we are grateful for the
support your families so faithfully provide.
“We recognize your service requires great sacrifice. While
many Airmen will enjoy time with their families this holiday
season, tens of thousands more are separated from loved
ones or far from home because of their selfless service to the
nation. We honor all of you, your service and your families
who share in your sacrifice. We wish you all a safe and happy
holiday season.”

This coupon enti

Maj. Lynn Jui (center) prepares to accept command of the 302nd Logistics Readiness Squadron from Maj. John Marang (far right) during
a change of command ceremony Dec. 7 at the Peterson Air Force Base museum in Colorado. Lt. Col. Thomas M. Abel, 302nd Mission
Support Group deputy commander, conducted the ceremony for Major Jui who was the officer in charge, Air Terminal Operations for the
39th Aerial Port Squadron before accepting the command. Major Marang is now assigned to Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio.
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All military members separating within 180 days must call Master Sgt. Jennifer Tucker at 556-0151 for a mandatory
out-processing briefing. For a palace chase briefing, call Sergeant Tucker at 556-0151.
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You’ve made a commitment to our country.
We’ve made a commitment to your family.

Military Appreciation Program
When you participate and purchase your
next vehicle from Bob Penkhus, new or
used, you’ll have complete
peace-of-mind.
While you’re overseas you can be
assured that your family will never
be stranded.
Battery Failure • Locked Out • Flat Tire
• Any Emergency • NO COST
They will always know who to call for
the assistance they need, including
alternate transportation.
Bob Penkhus Certiﬁed Earth Friendly

Discounts for Military
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Worship / Religious Education Schedule
Catholic Services
Daily Mass
Tues-Fri
Weekend Mass
Saturday
Sunday
Reconciliation
Saturday
Religious Education
(Sep – May)

1200

Chapel

1700
0930

Chapel
Chapel

1600

Chapel

0800

Chapel

Protestant Services

Sunday Worship
Liturgical Service
0800
Chapel
Traditional Service
1100
Chapel
Gospel Service
1230
Chapel
*Communion each 1st Sunday… in all services
Religious Education
Adult (Year-round)
0935
Chapel
Children’s Church
(during 1100 service)

Islamic Services

No Services Currently Scheduled at Peterson
For information contact the Academy Cadet Chapel
(719) 333-2636

Jewish Services

No Services Currently Scheduled at Peterson.
For information contact the Academy Cadet Chapel
at (719) 333-2636 or the Jewish Lay-Leader
(Louis Steinberg) at 560-5170.

Here to Serve You…

Chaplains
Ch, Lt Col Randall Kitchens Southern Baptist
Ch, Maj Mark Ingles
Evangelical Presbyterian
Ch, Capt Jesus Navarrete
Catholic
Ch, Capt Ronald Feeser
United Methodist
Ch, Capt Heather Bodwell
United Church of Christ
Chaplain Assistants
MSgt John Baker	NCOIC Chapel
Operations
TSgt Marc Simon	NCOIC, Personnel &
Chapel Funds
SSgt Michelle Stewart	NCOIC, Readiness &
Training

A1C Jacob Hyde
AIC, Program Support
Civilian Staff
Ms. Elizabeth Hemmingway Administrative Assistant
Ms. Catty Carson	Catholic Pastoral
Coordinator
Mrs. Molly Raymond	Catholic Religious
Education Coordinator
Ms. Missy Qualle	Protestant Pastoral
Coordinator
Ms. Rina Knowles	Protestant Religious
Education Coordinator

General Information

COUNSELING
Personal • Pre-Marriage • Marriage
If something is troubling you, please come in and talk
about it. Helping people is our highest priority. Things
discussed with a chaplain are “confidential.” An appointment is recommended, but “walk-ins” are always welcomed. Counseling may be arranged by calling the Chapel
at (719) 556-4442 for an appointment. Emergency cases
may be seen any time on a walk-in basis during duty hours
or by calling the Command Post (719) 556-4555 after duty
hours and asking for the Duty Chaplain.
WEDDINGS
Weddings take place in the base chapels on Saturdays
by appointment only. Use of the chapels is provided to all
who hold a valid Military ID card. You must meet with a
Chaplain initially and they will explain and help guide you
through the process.
BAPTISMS
Water Baptism is a faith specific rite, ordinance, or sacrament. Please contact the chapel and we will connect you
with the chaplain who best represents your faith group.
We have chaplains who provide Infant Baptism, chaplains
who provide Infant and Child Dedication, and chaplains
who offer Adult Baptism.

Parish Information

CHRISTIAN PROGRAM
The heart of the Christian faith is worship, Bible study,
fellowship and service.
PROTESTANT
In order to meet the needs of our Protestant community,
the Peterson Chapel offers three styles of worship services:
Liturgical, Traditional, and Gospel. We warmly invite you
to become involved in one of them. Adult Sunday School

is held throughout the the year and seasonal services and
observances are advertised in the Protestant newsletter,
“Protestant News” and our base website, “Petecentral.”
CATHOLIC
Our Lady, Queen of Peace Catholic Faith Community
is exciting and diverse. It is our mission to provide for the
spiritual needs and foster the spiritual growth of our members through proclaiming God’s Word, celebrating the
sacraments, building up the community, offering religious
education, and serving all God’s people. We work hard to
encourage and enable all parishioners to share actively in
the life of the community according to their time, talent,
and financial resources.
JEWISH PROGRAM
For information concerning local Jewish Programs,
please contact the Academy Cadet Chapel at (719) 333-2636
or the Jewish Lay-Leader at 560-5170.

Chapel Location

Peterson Chapel 8 455 Vincent St. Bldg 1410
On the Corner of Stewart Road & Vincent Road
(719) 556-4442

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination benefit!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!

referral is
No Primar y Care
ply call for
necessary. Sim
.
an appointment

• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall
TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be filled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

regis university College for
Professional studies offers flexible

Free classifieds for
Servicemembers
Call 329-5210

Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees for active
military personnel and their spouses at a
preferred tuition rate. Regis gives you the
freedom to earn a nationally recognized degree
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that is accessible and affordable:
▶ Convenient online learning
▶ Multiple campus locations
▶ Six start dates per year

Christmas Is Coming…
and we have everything on your
Off-Roader’s Wish List!!

Off-Road Jacks ................................ $54.99
Recovery Straps starting at ............. $44.99
Off-Road and Crawling DVDs.......... $19.99
Winches starting at Only.................. $469.99
Winch Accessory Kits starting at ..... $199.00
All Suspension Systems from Superlift and
Fabtech ON SALE!
Tire and Wheel Packages and MUCH MORE!
All Custom Fabrication such as Cages, Nerf
Bars, Bumpers & Skid Plates have
GIANT DISCOUNTS!

Christmas Time Also Means SNOW…

Tanner 4x4 has great deals on all your service
needs as well as Brakes, Clutches, Shocks, 4-Wheel
Drive Service and MUCH MORE!

Happy Holidays!
The Oldest and Best 4x4 Center in Colorado Springs

1920 East Pikes Peak Avenue
(719) 475-8057
Check Us Out On The Web www.tanner4x4.com

Can I go back to school
and still fulfill my duties to
my family and country?
Ken Sagee, ETC(SS), USN
B.S. in Business Administration Student

at regis university, finding the balance
to a rewarding life is possible. With over 130 years of

Tuition Rates for
✯ Preferred
Active Military and Spouses ✯
▶ $250 per credit hour for Bachelor’s degrees
▶ 10% off tuition for Master’s degrees

Ask us about our

Jump start to the new year special!
Register by January 12, 2009.

earn a top-rated degree and
advance YoUr militarY career!

1.800.392.7984
www.regis.edu/Military

academic excellence, we are committed to helping
active military personnel like Ken earn a top-rated
degree that is accessible and affordable.
ranked a top university in the
West for 14 consecutive years.
-U.S. News & World Report

9

Colorado springs Campus
7450 Campus Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 80920

7 Colorado Campuses | 2 Nevada Campuses | Online
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Tierra Vista asking residents Officials set military housing
to fill out move plan survey allowance rates for 2009
Tierra Vista Communities recently announced adjustments to the move plan for
Peterson residents. Although the changes
and delays are disappointing, they allow for
better preparation for relocations. Detailed
changes to the demolition schedule will be
discussed in a community meeting in late
January.
In order to select the home that best suits
each family’s needs, TVC has hand-delivered a move plan survey to gather important
information about each family’s housing
requirements. Beginning Dec. 4, residents
started receiving a hand-delivered letter
outlining the changes to the move plan.
Included with this letter is the move plan
survey. It is extremely important each family
complete the survey and turn it in as soon
as possible. The move plan survey is critical
to the success of the move plan and must
be completed in order to be considered for
relocation. All surveys should be returned
to the TVC Community Management Office
located at 300 Vincent Street, Bldg. 1425,
by Dec. 15, 2008.
TVC urges those families planning on
moving off base prior to the start of demolition to please fill out the top section of the

survey with your departure information,
so Tierra Vista Communities can plan accordingly. For those residents wishing to
move ofbase, it is highly recommended you
to contact the Capital Asset Management
Office at 556-7945 to determine funding
for your move. You and your family may
be financially responsible for your move if
TVC has a home available that meets your
bedroom entitlement.
Copies of the move plan survey are available for download on the TVC website at
www.tierra-vista.com under the “Our
Residents” page. Please remember that
your completed survey must be turned
in to the Community Management Office
by Dec. 15th in order to be considered for
relocation.
Residents should expect details on the
demolition schedule and information on
relocation dates after the New Year. Families
will still be given a 120-day notice to move
once the new dates have been established.
If you have any questions about the survey or the construction process, contact
Molly Corinne Markel, property manager,
at 597-7200.

Congress authorizes paternity leave
RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE,
Texas (AFNS) — Eligible Airmen are
now authorized 10 days of nonchargeable
paternity leave following the birth of their
newborns, courtesy of the 2009 Duncan
Hunter National Defense Authorization
Act passed by Congress.
The law applies to married, active-duty
Airmen.
The Airman’s wife must have given birth
to the child on or after Oct. 14, 2008.
“This is going to have a positive impact
on our Air Force families,” said Senior
Master Sgt. Rhonda Britt, the Directorate
of Personnel Services Special Programs
superintendent. “By giving our new
dads more time to bond with mom and
baby, we’re building a stronger Air Force
family.”

Paternity leave, which may be authorized
in conjunction with ordinary leave, must
be taken on consecutive days and within
60 days following the birth of the baby.
For extraordinary circumstances, commanders may authorize paternity leave up
to a maximum of 90 days following the
baby’s birth.
As with any administrative absence, the
commander may disapprove paternity leave
when it would have an adverse impact on
the readiness or operational mission of
the unit.
For more information, call your military
personnel section or the Air Force Contact
Center at 800-616-3775.

By Army Staff Sgt. Michael J. Carden
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON (AFNS) — Housing allowances for military members will
go up an average of 6.9 percent in 2009, Defense Department officials announced
Dec. 15.
The increase comes to an average of about $95 per month across the board for the
950,000 servicemembers expected to draw basic allowance for housing, or BAH,
in 2009, but some servicemembers will not see any increase at all, and others will
see less than that the average increase, said Susan A. Brumbaugh, director of the
Defense Department’s BAH program.
“We did see some decreases in some areas for some pay grades,” she said, “[but]
it’s not across the broad spectrum. We also saw some significant increases across
the board, so it’s a balance.
“In some years, you’ll have a rental market that is very strong in some areas,” she
explained, “and in others areas, you’ll have local rental markets where there’s not
a lot of housing available. So it changes. It can fluctuate from year to year. Every
year you’ll see some [areas] that go down and some that go up, and this was a very
typical year.”
Those who do notice their area’s BAH is lower than last year’s shouldn’t worry,
Ms. Brumbaugh said, because an individual rate protection law is in place to protect
those who already are under a rental agreement. So, if BAH rates in their area are
lower Jan. 1 than Dec. 31, the previous, higher rate applies. Servicemembers who
change duty stations after Jan. 1 will be affected by the new, lower rates for that
area, she explained.
“If [the military member’s] status didn’t change, his rate will not go down,” she
said. “Individual rate protection is in place. It’s in the law, and it’s not going to
change.”
The local market economy serves as the basis for BAH rate changes. Military
housing officials from each installation begin collecting data from the local rental
market as early as January each year. They research the current rates for twobedroom houses, townhouses, single-family homes and all the different standards
and profiles for homes, Ms. Brumbaugh explained.
Typically, rates are higher in larger, more heavily populated metropolitan areas,
such as New York City, Chicago and Washington, D.C. Rates in rural areas usually
are more stable, and although they may increase to some degree, the rise doesn’t
have the same impact as in larger cities, she said.
“The military housing offices are looking at adequate and appropriate dwellings
we would want our military families living in,” she said. “They don’t look at a small,
two-bedroom house and say, ‘We could put an E-5 with a family in that.’ They look
at it as something that would be appropriate for that particular profile.”
The BAH program is designed to benefit servicemembers, but it’s not designed
to pay 100 percent of their housing expenses, Ms. Brumbaugh said. Although she’s
never met a servicemember who is pleased with his or her BAH rates, she said, the
program is very well designed, and once servicemembers understand the process
for which the rates are set, they’re fairly satisfied.
“The entitlement is a wonderful entitlement,” she said. “[The Defense Department]
absolutely bends over backward to make sure that if there is any change at all, it’s
for the benefit of the member.”
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Compassion: Food for thought, Part 3

Commentary by Chaplain, Lt. Col. Randall
Kitchens
Peterson Air Force Base Chapel

As we find ourselves deep into the holiday season, Air
Force Space Command focuses on compassion during the
month of December. Here are a few key points to consider...

and to share, both now and all year round.
-Compassion can be for an organization or anything attached to it.
-Are we passionate about the United States Air Force? Are
we proud of what we do?
-Compassion prompts us to care for our organization.
-If we see trash on the ground around our area, do we
pick it up or think that someone else will do it? Compassion
prompts us to pick up the trash because we care.
-If we see something wrong, we should address the problem
because we have compassion.
-Compassion: Sympathy for the suffering of others with
a desire to help.
-Is compassion a reaction or a choice to a situation?
— Your neighbor asks to borrow something...reaction
or choice?
— Someone is in need and you are there...reaction or
choice?
-Compassion should grow to be a part of our life and
leadership.
-The art of good leadership is balanced with the wise use
of compassion.

Mentoring matters to many (Air)men
Commentary by Lt. Col. John Giles
45th Operations Support Squadron commander

CAPE CANAVERAL AIR FORCE STATION, Fla. —
Has a mentor made a difference in your life? As a mid-level
captain stationed at Cape Canaveral in 1998, I considered
separating from the United States Air Force. My job wasn’t
bad but I lacked focus. I didn’t view my role in the Air Force as
significant and I had little sense of being a part of something
bigger than myself. I had no long-term direction.
Maybe there are members of your unit who feel this way.
If so, quality interaction with an Airman who has earned
their respect can make all the difference. In fact, I believe
mentoring is one of the most valuable tools in the USAF
toolkit to develop mature and effective Airmen. Here are
some specific ways a mentor can make an impact.
Professional Training: In addition to basic job knowledge,
an experienced mentor can teach a fellow Airman about other
important Air Force topics such as professional military
education, assignments, the promotion system and so on.
More than academic, this interaction teaches an individual
practical ways to function and be effective in the Air Force
organization.
Personal Development: Service members have lives outside

the Air Force. Many face difficult challenges in finances,
relationships and their health. Wise council from a respected
mentor can add perspective, raise awareness of how to deal
with situations, impart a sense that someone cares and ultimately improve quality of life.
Setting an Example: One of the best ways to develop new
skills is to observe others in action. A mentor can demonstrate
effective behaviors that a junior Airman can then emulate.
This type of example can ease discomfort about dealing
with problems by offering the opportunity to see how an
experienced individual functions and interacts with those
around them at work and at home.
I was fortunate to find several mentors at a pivotal point in
my career. For me, these were individuals who I respected,
who were approachable and made a deliberate effort to help
me develop professionally and personally. Rather than look
down on my inexperience, they accepted the responsibility to set an example I could follow. This instilled in me a
sense of belonging and imparted definite direction to my
Air Force career.
I challenge you to look for opportunities to be a mentor.
You never know the difference you could make in someone’s life.

New Year brings new tools to quit tobacco

Welcome... to the dental practice of

Jackson Anderson, D.D.S.

Cimarron Hills Dental Center
Comprehensive dental care for the entire family
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In practice since 1981
We are accepting new patients

Please call

719-597-9057
for an appointment

N

Powers

21st Medical Group

The U.S Department of Defense and Tricare are offering
new online tools to help military service and family members
keep their New Year’s resolution to quit tobacco.
The DOD-sponsored educational campaign,“Quit Tobacco
- Make Everyone Proud,” is expanding its interactive Web
site at www.ucanquit2.org. Users can now create a blog
when they register at the site to share their experiences with
family and friends and sign an electronic “I Resolve to Quit”
bulletin board to publicly announce their resolution to become tobacco free.
Participants will also have access to a customizable quit
calendar after Jan. 4 to record milestones and track progress.
The expanded networking capabilities allow users to share
ideas, tips and advice with fellow servicemembers, as well
as their family and friends.
Deciding to quit tobacco is the first step, but becoming
tobacco free may take more than one try. On average, it
takes 11 attempts before a person can quit tobacco for good.
Motivation and support are key factors in giving up tobacco
products. Studies show that if a person attempts to quit with
a friend, they are 36 percent more likely to remain smoke

free. The Web site allows service members to get the support
they need from family and friends, no matter where they
live. Studies also show that quitters who seek counseling
and support increase their chances of remaining tobacco
free to 15.8 percent, as compared to only 10.8 percent for
those who do not seek counseling.
“Quit Tobacco - Make Everyone Proud” is aimed at supporting enlisted active-duty military personnel in their efforts to quit tobacco. The DOD urges servicemembers to
log on and take advantage of the Web site to increase their
chances of becoming tobacco free.
The new features build on the interactive support tools
already available on the Web site. Servicemembers can listen to podcasts, chat anonymously with a trained tobacco
cessation coach, browse articles, locate local cessation programs, calculate how much money they’ll save when they
quit tobacco, and create personalized quit plans.
Individuals who want to help someone they know quit
tobacco can visit the Web site to find information on giving up tobacco, send motivational e-cards, and view their
friend’s and/or family member’s progress to support them
in reaching their goals.
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Combined Federal Campaign
wraps up on Peterson
By Stephanie Edquid
Combined Federal Campaign Coordinator

The Combined Federal Campaign of the Pikes Peak
Region has concluded and, as is the tradition, culminated with the annual CFC awards banquet.
This year’s ceremony was held on Dec. 10 at Peterson
AFB. It was an exciting campaign for the 21st Space
Wing and the base’s tenant units. The Peterson
Campaign kicked off on Oct. 1 with two awareness
events - a 5K fun run and a charity fair; both were
first-time events for Peterson.
In August, the 21st SW commander approved the
2008 goal of $252,000, which was an increase from the
previous year. Peterson and its tenants raised a total
of $236,015.32 which is 93.7 percent of the installation
goal. The amazing statistic is the 26 percent participation rate; this means just over a quarter of the base’s
population is responsible for the total funds raised.
This year’s campaign theme, Faces of Change, focused our attention on helping those individuals who
will experience unexpected and life altering change.
The funds raised by the 21st SW and its tenant units
will be used by a variety of charities on all levels - international, national, and local - to help those in need.
The campaign further focused on the faces of change
from the perspective of those making donations and
thus making a difference for those in need. In all cases,
the faces of change represent great hope, tremendous
strength, and pure inspiration.
Although this year’s campaign has ended, our work is
just beginning, as it is time to begin planning the 2009
campaign, which we hope will be bigger, better, and
even more successful than the 2008 campaign.

NOW OPEN

Tue-Sat 11am-9pm • Sun 1-5pm

Telescopes
Binoculars
Spotting
Scopes

Books
DVDs
Toys

124 E. Cheyenne Mountain Blvd
(719) 576-0830

www.StargateAstronomyStore.com

WE PAY TOP $$$
For DVDs, CDs, Music
Games, iPods & Consoles!

651 N. Academy Blvd. • Call (719) 380-8580

12

Space ObServer
Thursday, December 18, 2008

www.peterson.af.mil

Peterson implements new DoD security measures
By 21st Security Forces Squadron
Peterson Air Force Base, one of the first test bases to be
selected for the Defense Biometric Identification System, or
DBIDS, is now registering all who have access to Peterson.
A Homeland Security/Department of Defense initiative,
DBIDs will register active military, contractors, retirees,
and dependents.
DBIDS was developed as a force protection program to
manage personnel, property and installation access. DBIDS
at Peterson is in its educational/publicity and registration
phases as security forces and security guards familiarize
themselves with its features and Team Pete members become
accustomed to it. To date, Peterson AFB has registered over
43,000 members; 100 percent compliance begins Feb. 1,
2009. Future access to Peterson AFB rests on the successful
implementation of DBIDS and registration.
As a registered Team Pete member, you’ll experience immediate entry with one scan of your card by our uniformed
installation entry controllers.

What are the benefits?

This biometric system supports the adding, retrieving,
updating and displaying of information for individuals who
require military installation access. DBIDS enhances the
military law enforcement mission by helping to provide a
safe and secure community. The scan shows the number of
times a person has entered the installation, the times allowed
and conditions allowed (i.e. force protection conditions or
essential/non essential personnel), as well as the locations.
Guards are immediately notified of personnel not allowed
entry, as well as personnel with warrants.
Peterson AFB is now afforded the ability to control base
access digitally through a centralized and current database
of biometric details including a photograph, identifying
information such as height and weight, and fingerprints.
DBIDS helps us make better decisions in order to keep you
safe from unauthorized personnel, as well as control access
• Wheel & Tire
Packages
• Bed Rugs
• Spray Liners
• Nerf Bars
• Grill Guards

Silverado /Sierra Crew Cab Short Bed, 700 Series

Ram Quad Cab, Model 100XQ

Military Discount — 5% off

667-0053

2400 Naegele Ave
West Hwy 24 at 25th Street

Attention Military
Searching for a
way to get
ahead? Look
no further.
You can get college credit for your
Military training and experience.
Whether you are Permanent or
TDY Military, you and your
dependents qualify for in-state tuition.

Financial Aid Available!
ENROLL TODAY! Spring classes begin Jan. 21

at times when only mission essential personnel are needed
on the installation.
DBIDS produces installation passes (a.k.a. DBIDS cards)
for personnel who are entitled to recurring and unescorted
access to military installations, but do not possess a DoD
ID Card. DBIDS also features alerts for new ID card registrations, lost or stolen ID cards, and changes in base access
permissions. For more information on DBIDS, please visit
the following website.www.dmdc.osd.mil/iao/pages/dbids/
dbids_main.html
Visitors and contractors will be issued a temporary badge
just as they are now through the Visitor Control Center
identifying the times and locations they have access to.
21st Space Wing leadership has leaned forward to ensure
DBIDS will not be a burden to the community through the
purchase of additional registration stations located at the BX
Satellite Pharmacy for a limited time, as well as monitoring
the gates during peak hours of the morning. We appreciate
your cooperation in our latest efforts to make Peterson AFB
a more secure installation.
More information will be provided in early 2009.

Here are answers to some frequently asked
questions:

Q1. Why Peterson AFB?
A1. Peterson Air Force Base has been selected to be one
of the first test bases for DBIDS, a Homeland Security/
Department of Defense initiative.
Q2. Who needs to register?
A2. Every DoD ID Card holder requesting access to
Peterson AFB. This includes military, retired, DoD contractors, dependents, and civilians affiliated with Peterson AFB
who need access to the base. In June 2008, approximately
15,000 Peterson AFB-specific DoD ID cards were loaded
into the DBIDS program. However, scanning your DoD
ID Card will need to be accomplished to verify you are in
the system.

Q3. Where can I register and have my ID Card
scanned?
A3. Choose a location. Peterson AFB Visitor Control
Center located adjacent to the West Gate from 6 a.m. to
5 p.m., or in Bldg. 350 (same location where new DoD ID
cards are issued) from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. There are two static
workstations for a limited time currently located at the BX
Satellite Pharmacy from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday to
Friday and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday; closed holidays and
family days. These Satellite Pharmacy stations only register
ID cards that already have a bar code. Registration will
continue there until Jan. 14, 2009.
Q4. What do I bring with me when I register?
A4. Your DoD ID card(s).
Q5. Why must I register in person?
A5. Your fingerprint is the vital piece of registration for
biometric identification.
Q6. If I’ve already registered in DBIDS at PAFB Visitor
Control Center, do I need to register again?
A6. No, if you have already registered at the PAFB visitor’s
center or Bldg 350/FSS or Satellite Pharmacy, you will not
have to register again at PAFB. The DoD has plans to make
DBIDS regional, thus any person trying to gain access to
a DoD installation in a certain region would not have to
register into the system. Eventually, DBIDS will be seen at
all continental U.S. installations. As additional bases come
online in the future, your information will be registered at
those locations. Currently, only the Air Force Academy is
synched with the registering of Peterson AFB.
Q7. Why do I need my DOD ID card if you’ve swiped
my fingerprint? Will you swipe my fingerprint when you
swipe my ID card?
A7. No, just your ID card will be scanned. Your fingerprints
are only used during the registration process and are an
added security feature for personal identification.
See Security page 15
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JFCC SPACE,
14th Air Force
gets new
commander
By Staff Sgt. Raymond Hoy
30th Space Wing Public Affairs

VANDENBERG AIR FORCE BASE, Calif. — Lt. Gen.
Larry James assumed command of the Joint Functional
Component Command for Space and 14th Air Force
in a change-of-command ceremony at the Joint Space
Operations Center here Tuesday.
General James assumed command from Lt. Gen.
Willie Shelton upon his selection for reassignment to
the Pentagon where he will serve as chief of Warfighting
Integration, and chief Information Officer of the Office
of the Secretary of the Air Force in Washington, D.C.
Throughout the ceremony, the speakers focused on
taking the infant command to the next level.
“Larry James, whether he knows it or not has been
preparing for this job his entire career,” General Chilton
said. “This is the right guy at the right time to take JFCC
SPACE to the next level. When (General James) was out
here in 1999, our (Air and Space Operations Center) was
a table with six computers on it. Today, General Shelton
has built an AOC we can be proud of, and (General James)
is going to take it the next step.”
General Chilton highlighted dramatic space-related
events from the last three years, including the Chinese
anti-satellite test and Operation Burnt Frost, which
brought huge challenges to the new command and had
direct impacts on the United States.
“You won’t hear much about it,” General Chilton said.
“Because what our folks do in space surveillance, day in
and day out, is done quietly and professionally. They just

U.S. Air Force photo/ Airman 1st Class Heather R. Shaw

Lt. Gen. Larry James assumes command of the 14th Air Force and the Joint Functional Component Command for Space in a change-of-command
ceremony at the Joint Space Operations Center here Tuesday.
flat make it happen.”
General James said he is confident in his new role and
is excited to be a part of something that has an effect on
everyday life for people around the world.
“As you look at what these folks do, day in and day out, I
believe they are making a difference in our lives,” General
James said. Every day they are providing a capability to
the warfighter and ordinary Americans. That’s what it’s all
about for us at the JFCC SPACE and the 14th Air Force. We

bring space capabilities to the fight, and we won’t forget
that. The men and women here make it happen.”
He expressed his excitement to return to Vandenberg
for his second tour and continue the growth of JFCC
SPACE and the 14th AF.
“It’s an honor for us to be here, it’s an honor for us to
be at Vandenberg and it’s an honor for us to carry on
the legacy of the fine people that were here before us,”
General James said.

University of the Rockies would like to wish a
Happy Birthday to the United States Air Force.
To the troops around the
world, our thoughts are
with you and your
families. Thank you to
all that serve and have
served our country.
Happy Birthday!

MARK J. BENTELE, DDS, MS, PC
(COL, USAF, RET)
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Falcon quarterback honored
by Sporting News
U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. (AFNS) — Air Force Academy freshman quarterback Tim Jefferson was named the Mountain West Conference’s freshman of the year
by Sporting News, according to a release Dec. 15 by the sports magazine. Jefferson also
earned MWC freshman-of-the-year honors in a vote of head coaches and media within
the league earlier this month.
Jefferson recorded a 5-2 record as the starting quarterback after taking over in the
sixth game of the season. Just the fourth freshman starting quarterback in school history,
Jefferson rushed for 373 yards and hit 37 of 66 passes for a team-best 557 yards with five
touchdowns and three interceptions. His 142.86 quarterback efficiency rating is the eighth
best in school history. He was named MWC offensive player of the week earlier this season
vs. the University of Nevada-Las Vegas after rushing for a career-best 99 yards and hitting
of seven passes for 162 yards and the first two touchdown passes of his career.
The Falcons finished the season 8-4 overall and finished fourth in the MWC with a 5-3
mark. They play the University of Houston (7-5, 6-2 C-USA) in the 2008 Armed Forces
Bowl in Fort Worth, Texas, Wednesday, Dec. 31, at 11 a.m. central in Amon G. Carter
Stadium.

Academy Allergy, Asthma, and Sinus Center
WELCOMES
Dr. Mark D. Menich
U.S. Army, Retired
Board-Certified, Allergy/Immunology
20 years experience serving military members and their families.
We welcome Tricare patients, both children and adults
Hay Fever
Rash
Recurrent Infections

Hives
Sinus Problems
Eczema

Asthma
Cough
Food Allergy

Appointments Immediately Available
3116 N. Elizabeth Street
Pueblo, CO 81008
(719) 542-7222

3220 N. Academy, Suite 2
Colorado Springs, CO 80917
(719) 637-1222

U.S Air Force photo/Dave Armer

Air Force Falcon quarterback Tim Jefferson carries the ball in the 33-27 loss to Navy on Oct. 4, 2008. Jefferson
was named the Mountain West Conference's freshman of the year by Sporting News, according to a release
Dec. 15 by the sports magazine. Jefferson also earned MWC freshman-of-the-year honors in a vote of head
coaches and media within the league earlier this month.
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holidays are more festive than ever at the Zoo’s new
winter Wildl
Wild and. Make enrichment gifts for your favorite
animals and mingle with Santa at The loft. accompany
him as he delivers your gifts to the animals. Take in
thousands of holiday lights from the Mountaineer Sky
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through the park. either way, holidays at the Zoo are
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Call 719-633-9925 or visit cmzoo.org.
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Security
From page 12
Q9. What is the timeline for
registration?
A9. Implementation of the system consists
of these three phases:
Phase 1 is Publicity and Education. In
progress. You’ll notice educational signs
posted in various buildings on base. Security
Managers are tasked with scheduling individual units. Dependents and retirees are
encouraged to take advantage of the temporary stations located in the Satellite Pharmacy
located near the commissary until Jan. 14,
2009.
Phase 2 is Registration. In progress.
Official registration at the Visitor Control
Center and Bldg 350, and the temporary

Satellite Pharmacy has begun. Registration
takes 4 minutes per person once you’re called
up to the counter. Please avoid the peak lunch
hour in order to minimize your wait time.
Also, plan on your unit being allotted certain
days dedicated to member registration – you
can expect to move to the front of the line!
Phase 3 is 100% On Line System
Utilization. Beginning Feb. 1, 2009, expectation is for all Team Pete members to be
registered into DBIDS. All DoD IDs will be
electronically verified using DBIDS hand
held units at the gates for real time access
control. The hand held units will let our
guards know whether or not you have registered, as well as provide us access control.
Members not registered in the DBIDS system
will be stopped at the gates and instructed
to proceed to the Visitor Control Center to
register.
Still have questions? Contact Master Sgt.
Tristum Darby at 556-3484 from 6 a.m. to
5 p.m.
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Key Family Member Program
announces farewell event
By Ann Skarban
302nd Airlift Wing Public Affairs

On Dec. 19, the 302nd Airlift Wing Key
Family Member Program says farewell to
departing wing commander, Col. James
J. Muscatell, Jr., and his wife Nancy with
a pot-luck bunko event open to all family
and friends of the wing.
“The Key Family Member Program
would like to have one last ‘Family Fun
Night’ with the Muscatells’ to wish Colonel
‘M’ and Nancy farewell,” said Master Sgt.
Marie Law, an Air Reserve Technician
with the 39th Aerial Port Squadron and
chairperson and volunteer coordinator for
the KFMP.
The Muscatells are moving to Mississippi
in January when the colonel assumes command of the 403rd AW based at Keesler
Air Force Base.
This will be an especially memorable
event for Nancy Muscatell as she was instrumental in the development and continuation of the Key Family Member Program
for the Wing.
“Nancy initiated several of our new events

in support of our families,” Sergeant Law
said. “The Herc Adventure Tour of Duty
and the Valentine’s spa event were possible
because of Nancy’s vision and dedication
to the families and the KFMP.”
KFMP started the “bunko night out”
events in 2008 to offer a gathering opportunity to help family members get to know
each other and have fun together.
The Dec. 19 bunko farewell event is
scheduled to begin at 6 p.m. and is free.
Organizers are asking participants to bring
a pot-luck dish to share. No bunko experience is necessary. KFMP will provide
instruction for this simple game.
For more information or to sign up to
attend this event, call Master Sgt. Marie
Law at (719) 556-5397 or send an e-mail
to marie.law@peterson.af.mil before Dec.
18.
The bunko family night tradition continues in 2009 with a Bunko event scheduled
for Jan. 23.
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Crystal Ross (left) and Julie Flolo (center) play a game of Bunko during a Key Family Member Program fun night
in June 2008. Both Mrs. Ross and Mrs. Flolo are family members of 302nd Airlift Wing reservists.
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