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Training
a ‘blast’
Spc. Michael Long,
Company C, 2nd
Special Troops
Battalion, 2nd Brigade
Combat Team, 4th
Infantry Division,
disarms an M15 mine
during demolition
training at Range 121A
last month. The
training consisted of
placing charges, and
arming and disarming
mines. See page 10
for complete story.
Photo by Spc. April York

Carson, community 52nd Engineer
express concerns Bn. reactivates
Story and photo by
Devin Fisher
Mountaineer staff
The impacts of the Mountain Post’s
growth and increased deployment
schedule took center stage April 16
as about 300 people attended the Fort
Carson Community Partnership Town
Hall at the Doubletree Hotel Colorado
Springs-World Arena.
Fort Carson and community leaders
briefed the attendees on the challenges
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associated with Fort Carson growing
by 10,000 Soldiers, the effects
deployments have on the region and
the findings and recommendations of
Phase 2 of the Fort Carson Regional
Growth Plan prior to allowing citizens
to voice their concerns during a panel
question and answer session.
“We realize Fort Carson is a large
installation that borders … a great
community like Colorado Springs,”
See Town Hall on page 3

Story and photo by
Pfc. Andrew Ingram
4th Infantry Division Public
Affairs Office
The 52nd Engineer Battalion,
555th Engineer Brigade, unfurled its
colors for the first time in five years
during an activation and ribboncutting ceremony at the battalion’s
new facilities April 16.
Lt. Col. Michael Brooks, commander, 52nd Eng. Bn., said he was

proud of and encouraged by the
Soldiers who form the new ranks of
the reactivated battalion.
“These are the best Soldiers in the
world,” said Brooks. “Most of them
volunteered to serve their country
during a time of war. They live the
Army Values; our country would be a
much better place if all of its citizens
practiced these values.”
“These great Soldiers have the will
See 52nd Engineers on page 4
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A month ago I could not tell the difference between a
specialist and a lieutenant colonel.
As any good basic training graduate should know, there
is kind of a big difference between the two.
Now before you go assuming the worst about my intelligence let me explain: for most of my life I have been near
sighted, thus the confusion between the oak leaf and the shield.
But now, thanks to modern technology and the
great health care plan the U.S. Army provides the
men and women serving, I am not saluting my
battle buddies on the way to work anymore.
I have a photorefractive keratectomy to
thank for my new and improved grasp on
military customs and courtesies.
For those of us without a degree in
medicine, I had corrective eye surgery.
I have worn glasses for most of my life
and with the healing process well on its way to
completion I can say with a fair amount of certainty
the surgery was worth it.
The procedure itself was an uncomfortable intrusion of
my eyeball’s personal space. What seemed like a small
mechanical toothbrush rubbing away the exterior cells of my
eye and a bright light, and although I couldn’t see it, I have

been assured a laser was beamed directly into my pupil.
Do not worry I was under anesthetics and did not
actually feel any of this happening to me.
However, I was conscious, and I will not pretend it was
a pleasant experience.
Watching your eyes get scrubbed with what looks like
the toothbrush used to clean your weapon is not an image
most people want traveling up their optic nerve.
But in the end, the whole ordeal took no longer than
15 minutes and after a week of rest and a lot of eye drops
I was ready to return to work.
In a few more weeks, I will be back in top
condition and more fit to fight than ever.
For the rest of my life, I will be able
to tell the difference between a lieutenant
colonel and a specialist, I will be able to
read the white board from the back of the
classroom, drive down the street without
glasses and qualify at the range without
those annoying inserts in my eye protection.
I am not the first, and I doubt I will be the
last, to say that getting laser eye surgery is one of
the best decisions I have ever made.
Truth be told I’m still light sensitive, and the doctor
tells me I could be like that for awhile. But he gave me
a decent pair of shades, and it seems like a fair trade for
me. The world is clear for the first time.

POST TALK
What has been the No. 1 health care
benefit you or your Family has received?
“Dental and medical has
helped my Family because
my wife has had knee
problems and it helped
her get surgery and my
daughter has teeth
problems and it helped
her with little to no cost.”

“It’s just a positive to
have the care if or when
we need it. I fractured
my leg … if it gets worse
the Army would provide
therapy to help it heal
and advice to prevent it
from recurring.”

Spc. Christopher
Sarmiento

Pvt. Jessica
Maines

DSTB, 4th Inf. Div.

DSTB, 4th Inf. Div.

“When I was diagnosed
with prostate cancer,
TRICARE helped me
with medical benefits
and allowed me to
be stress free from
medical costs.”

“I had a two-week
hospital stay and two
reconstructive
surgeries paid for by
the military — saved
me $26,000.”

Guillermo Chacon

Sgt. 1st Class
Kevin Hodges

Army retiree

Equal Opportunity
adviser

“I recently had two knee
surgeries and without free
health care I would not
have been able to have the
surgeries — it would have
been too expensive with
civilian medical coverage.”

“The convenience
and choice of being
able to choose your
Family’s physician
off post.”

Master Sgt.
Kenneth Gemlich

59th QM, 43rd SB

4th Inf. Div. Reserve
Transition

Staff Sgt.
Patrick Sanders
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To w n H a l l
from page 1

said Brig. Gen. James Pasquarette,
deputy commanding general for
support, 4th Infantry Division. “While
we believe we have a very positive
impact on the community, we realize
that there are those out there that have
some problems with some issues ... and
we want to hear from them; we want
to be able to work with the community to
work together to resolve those issues
that’s satisfactory for both us and for
our great (community) partners.”
Prior to introducing Pasquarette for
his Fort Carson overview briefing, City
of Fountain Mayor Jeri Howells noted
Fort Carson and the Pikes Peak Area
Council of Governments worked
together for the past 18 months to better
understand the impact the Mountain
Post’s growth has on the region.
“(The Fort Carson Regional
Growth Plan) will help each and every
one of us to fully be prepared to respond
to the needs of the growing Soldier
population and certainly enable us to
make this community a community of
which we are all truly proud,” she said.
Pasquarette assured those in
attendance that Fort Carson would
improve its communications with
citizens affected by Fort Carson

expansion projects, through events
such as town halls, to allow community
members to voice their concerns and to
explain the need for the projects.
Two hot topics he addressed were
the Piñon Canyon Maneuver Site near
Trinidad and the Fort Carson Rail Yard
construction to meet the expanding
deployment requirements.
“The Army has a valid requirement
for more training space based on the
amount of units we have stationed here
and the amount of training capacity we
currently have,” Pasquarette said.
“However, there are no plans to go and
grab more land through imminent
domain, which is not what the Army is
going to do. We are willing to consider
buying more land in Piñon Canyon if
there are willing sellers.”
As for the increased rail capacity,
Pasquarette said citizens have voiced
concerns about the Army’s plans to add
a rail spur parallel to the existing one
along B Street that would extend about
a mile beyond the gate.
“We kind of got out in front of
ourselves,” he said, noting community
members will have an opportunity to
have their concerns addressed in a
meeting in May.
“We think we have a good argument
why we need to do this, however we
need to engage those who are affected

by this. We wish we could go back
and do this right the first time, but I
think we are doing the right thing by
backing it up and letting the community
(voice its concerns).”
The general was followed by
Wayne Williams, El Paso County
commissioner and PPACG chairman of
the board, who briefed the findings of
the Fort Carson Regional Growth Plan.
“Once the announcement was
made that Fort Carson was going to
dramatically (increase in Soldiers and
Families), we recognized the need to
have someone in the community looking
at what the impacts are … how does
that affect us as a community, our
schools, business and all the many
other things that we do?” he said.
He said the group’s mission is to
understand how the changes at Fort
Carson and the Mountain Post’s annual
spending of $1.9 billion affects off-post
housing, schools, adult education, transportation, child care and medical care.
“We just want to match up service
needs,” Rob MacDonald, PPACG
executive director, said in an interview
after the conclusion of the town hall.
“We have to tell the community
(about our findings) … so that they can
understand with deployments there’s
going to be some ebb and flow” when it
comes to the number of troops and
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Families at Fort Carson, he said.
Currently Fort Carson has about 9,500
Soldiers deployed to Iraq and
Afghanistan. When it comes to services
like health care and child care, he said
businesses need to understand the
generalized deployment timelines so
they can plan appropriately.
He said the growth plan identifies
the needs to accommodate when all
25,000 Soldiers are home.
“There is no silver bullet of
funding … we can’t go get a billion
dollars from somewhere … we have
about a $200 million list of critical needs,
so with that list we want to implement
… what is needed,” MacDonald said.
A question-and-answer panel session
afforded community members an
opportunity to voice their concerns to
a panel consisting of Pasquarette,
MacDonald, Fort Carson Garrison
Commander Col. Robert F. McLaughlin,
Greater Colorado Springs Chamber of
Commerce Military Affairs Committee
President Brian Binn and El Pomar
Foundation Director of Military
Support Terrance McWilliams.
Williams said the committee is
looking for community input on the
400-page Fort Carson Growth Plan,
available at http://www.ppacg.org, to
be incorporated into the final report
to be completed by the end of June.
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52nd Engineers
from page 1

Lt. Col. Michael S. Brooks, left, commander, 52nd Engineer Battalion, 555th Engineer Brigade,
and Command Sgt. Maj. Jeffery Mann, the battalion’s senior enlisted leader, unfurl the
battalion colors at an activation and ribbon-cutting ceremony at the new battalion motor
pool and company operations facility, April 16.

to prepare in order to win on the
battlefield and always deliver to
those they support,” said Brooks.
Col. Michael Brobeck,
commander, 555th Engineer
Brigade, praised the unit’s long
and illustrious history of service.
“From building roads in France
in World War I, to clearing beach
heads in Africa, Sicily and Italy in
World War II, to Haiti and to Iraq in
Desert Storm and Operation Iraq
Freedom,” said Brobeck. “While
the Soldiers, leaders and our
nation’s causes have changed over
the years, the one constant has
been the battalion colors you see
proudly flying today.”
“There is a lot of history and
honor in those colors paid for by
the blood, sweat and tears of
thousands upon thousands that
have gone before,” he said.

Following the reactivation
ceremony, the battalion also
celebrated the opening of the
battalion’s new motor pool and
company operations facility with a
ribbon-cutting ceremony.
“This is amazing,” said
Brooks. “Never in my career have
I had such great facilities. We are
pleased to have them.”
Following the ribbon cutting,
the 52nd Eng. Bn. leadership
invited the guests for refreshments
and a tour of the new facilities.
The 52nd Eng. Bn. called Fort
Carson home from 1968 until their
deactivation in 2005.
Brooks said he is proud the
52nd Eng. Bn. could return to the
Fort Carson Family.
“We in the 52nd Command
Group often talk about how we are
living the dream,” Brooks said.
“We are part of the Mountain Post
Team, which is truly the best
in the world.”
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Soldiers compensated for traumatic injuries
by Staff Sgt. Jeffrey Smith
Mountaineer staff

Traumatic injury definition

A qualifying traumatic injury is
Soldiers who have susphysical injury or loss caused by
tained traumatic or combat
application of external force or
related injuries may be
unaware of a program that can
violence (a traumatic event) or
compensate them financially.
a condition that can be directly linked
Tr a u m a t i c
Serviceto a traumatic event.
m e m bers’
Group
Life
— Obtained from http://www.tsgli.army.mil
Insurance
helps
injured
Soldiers through their time of
“I want them to know what (the
need with a one-time payment to help
program) is and what the qualifications
them with their finances.
“There’s a lot of people out there are for the program,” Belsher said.
The program is designed to help
that didn’t realize the program even
existed,” said Master Sgt. Lisa Soldiers who may have suffered
Belsher, TSGLI advocate. “So there’s f inancial problems as a result of the
a lot of people out there that might injuries they incurred.
“We know that anytime you’re
have got left behind.”
“I never heard about the TSGLI,” said hospitalized, or you can’t get into work
Spc. Zachary Taylor, Company A, Warrior … you’re going to deal with expenses,”
Transition Battalion. “After I got to Walter Belsher said. “Especially if someone is
Reed
(Army
Medical
Center, taking care of you.”
According to the TSGLI Web site,
Washington), and they realized that I was
Soldiers
can receive payments from
able to cognitively take in information,
they started giving me all the information $25,000-$100,000 depending on the
about the TSGLI and what benefits it extent of injuries.
More information about the
could give me.”
TSGLI
program can be obtained at
As the advocate for the TSGLI program, Belsher wants to inform Soldiers http://www.tsgli.army.mil or by calling
Belsher at 526-0299.
about the program available to them.

Eligibility requirements
Before Dec. 1, 2005 (retroactive eligibility)
• Traumatic injury must have been incurred between Oct. 7, 2001-Nov. 30,
2005, while serving in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom, Operation
Enduring Freedom or while on orders in a combat zone tax exclusion area.
• Soldier is eligible for coverage regardless of whether he or she elected
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance coverage.
• Loss must have occurred within two years of traumatic event.
After Dec. 1, 2005 (current eligibility)
• Traumatic injury can be incurred under nearly any circumstance
during a Soldier’s service commitment and in any location.
• Soldier must be making monthly payments on SGLI to be eligible for TSGLI.
• Loss must have occurred within two years of traumatic event.

Exceptions to TSGLI coverage
There are certain circumstances under which a traumatic injury would
not be covered by TSGLI. They include injuries caused/sustained by:
• Self-inflicted wounds.
• Attempted suicide.
• The willful use of an illegal or controlled substance not under
prescription causing the loss.
• Committing or attempting to commit a felony.
• Medical or surgical treatment of an illness or disease.
• A mental or physical illness or disease; unless the illness or disease
is caused by:
— A pyogenic (pus forming, often from a wound) infection, biological,
chemical or radiological weapon.
— Accidental ingestion of a contaminated substance.
• Soldier elected to not participate in SGLI after Dec. 1, 2005.
Obtained from http://www.tsgli.army.mil.
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Miscellaneous
Legal office closure — The Office of the Staff Judge
Advocate Legal Office and the U.S. Army Trial
Defense Service at Fort Carson will be closed
Wednesday-April 30 for an Article 6 visit by Brig.
Gen. John W. Miller and his staff. There will be no
walk-in or appointments scheduled during this period
for legal assistance, claims or trial defense service.
Learning center reopens — The Army Learning
Center is open Mondays-Thursdays 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
and Fridays 9 a.m.-5 p.m. The center features 50
computers and academic and technical support
personnel who provide assistance. The learning center
is used for the General Technical Preparation classes
— for Soldiers who want to improve their GT scores
of at least 99 — conducted Mondays-Thursdays from
9 a.m.-noon and 1-4 p.m. and for walk-in use. The
center is located in the education center, building
1117, on the corner of Specker Avenue and Ellis
Street. For more information call 526-2124.
Basic Skills Education Program — The education
center offers the BSEP Mondays-Thursdays from 9
a.m.-noon for Soldiers with a general technical score
below 100 who are interested in improving their
vocabulary, paragraph comprehension and arithmetic
reasoning skills. After completion, many Soldiers
attend the GT Preparation Class and then retake their
Armed Forces Classification Test to raise their GT
score. Classes begin every Monday at the education
center, building 1117, on the corner of Specker Avenue
and Ellis Street. Call 526-2124 for more information.
Property Accountability Recovery Team — can
accept excess items to reduce the burden on unit
supply personnel. Unit turn-ins require a Department
of Defense Activity Address Code for processing.
Certain restrictions apply by class of supply. Contact
Barrett Skaggs at 526-0678/2713 to set up an
appointment to see how PART can assist. PART also
stocks new and used serviceable items that are free
issue to whoever needs them; check stock frequently
as the inventory changes. If PART doesn’t have a
desired item, contact Steve Lynch at steven.t.lynch@
conus.army.mil who can check availability at other
installations. Located in the east end of building 8030
near the loading dock, the PART office is open
Mondays-Fridays from 7 a.m.-3 p.m. No personal
vehicles are allowed in the motor pool area.
Officer Candidate School packets — must be turned
into building 1218, room 158, by June 7 to be
considered by the local board. Packets will be
consolidated and those meeting all eligibility
requirements will be scheduled for the local OCS board
held June 16. Approved packets will be forwarded
to U.S. Army Human Resources Command for
approval. For more information call Thomas Grady,
chief of Personnel Actions Section, at 526-3953/3947.
U.S. Army Warrant Officer Association — Pikes
Peak Silver Chapter meets at noon May 13 at the
Raider Dining Facility, building 2330. All warrant
officers — active, retired and former — are invited to
attend. For more information visit the chapter Web
site at http://www.pikespeakwoa.org.
Casualty Assistance Center — provides training
upon request for units, family readiness groups, care
teams and other interested parties regarding casualty
operations, personal effects, predeployment
preparedness, estate planning and more. Call Jean
Graves at 526-5613 or e-mail carsdhrmpdcasualty
@conus.army.mil for more information.
U.S. Military Motorcycle Mentorship Program — is
open to servicemembers, veterans, Family members,
Department of Defense civilian employees and
contractors. The group meets Wednesdays at 11:30 a.m.
at Alternate Escapes to socialize, learn mentorship
principles and organize rides. Motorcycles must be
registered on post to join. For more information,
contact Terry Mullins at 526-4103 or 338-2585.
DPW services — The Directorate of Public Works is
responsible for a wide variety of services on Fort
Carson. Services range from repair and maintenance of
facilities to equipping units with a sweeper and

cleaning motor pools. Listed below are phone numbers
and points of contact for services:
• Facility repair/service orders — KIRA service
order desk can be reached at 526-5345. Use this
number for emergencies or routine tasks.
• Refuse/trash — Call Eric Bailey at 526-5898
when needing trash containers, trash is overflowing or
emergency service is required.
• Facility custodial services — Call H.D.
“Woody” Wood at 526-1854 for service needs or to
report complaints.
• Elevator maintenance — Call Sharon Gayle at
526-1695.
• Motor pool sludge removal/disposal — Call
Don Phillips at 526-9271.
• Repair and utility/self-help — Call Gary Grant
at 526-5844. Use this number to obtain self-help tools
and equipment or a motorized sweeper.
• Base operations contracting officer representative — Call Terry Hagen at 526-9262 for reporting
wind damage, snow removal concerns, damaged traffic
signs or other facility damage.
• Portable latrines — Call H.D. “Woody” Wood
at 526-1854 to request latrines, for service or to
report damaged and overturned latrines.

Briefings
Casualty Notification/Assistance Officer training
— will be held May 18-21 from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. in the
Family Readiness Center, building 6237, room 104.
This training is required for all Soldiers asked to
perform this solemn duty. Per Army Regulation
600-8-1, this duty is limited to those in the ranks of
sergeant first class-command sergeant major, chief
warrant officer 2-5 and captain and above. No
reservations are required to attend training. Classes
fill up on a first-come, first-served basis. For more
information contact Jean Graves at 526-5613/5614.
Disability Evaluation System Pilot — The Medical
Evaluation Board Outreach Counsel Office conducts
briefings on the Department of Defense/Department
of Veterans Affairs Disability Evaluation System
Pilot the first Thursday of each month at 10 a.m. in
the Soldier and Family Assistance Center, building
1039. The pilot is a test of a new process design to
eliminate the duplicative, time-consuming and often
confusing elements of the two current disability
processes of the departments. Key features of the
DES pilot include one medical examination and a
single-sourced disability rating. For more information
call Rhonda Joell, MEB paralegal, at 526-9854.
Reassignment briefings — are held Tuesdays for
Soldiers heading overseas and Thursdays for
personnel being reassigned stateside. The briefings are
held in building 1219, room 202A; sign in is at 6:45 a.m.
and briefings start at 7 a.m. Soldiers do not need to bring
a copy of their orders, but must bring a pen to complete
forms. Call 526-4730/4588 for more information.
Retirement briefings — are held from 8 a.m.-noon
the second and third Wednesday of each month at the
Kit Carson Neighborhood Activity Center, 4800 Harr
Ave. at McNierney Street. The Retirement Services
Office recommends spouses accompany Soldiers to
the briefing. Call 526-2840 for more information.
ETS briefing — for enlisted personnel is held the
first and third Wednesday of each month. Briefing
sign in begins at 7 a.m. at building 1219, room 202A,
on a first-come, first-served basis. Soldiers must be
within 120 days of their expiration term of service,
but must attend the briefing no later than 30 days
prior to their ETS or start date of transition leave. Call
526-2240/8458 for more information.
Army ROTC Green to Gold briefings — are held
Tuesdays at noon at the education center, building
1117, room 120. For more information, contact
University of Colorado at Colorado Springs Army
ROTC at 262-3475.
Special Forces briefings — are held Wednesdays in
building 1217, room 305, from 10-11 a.m., noon-1 p.m.
and 5-6 p.m. Soldiers must be specialist-staff sergeant
from any military occupational specialty, have a

general technical score of at least 100, be a U.S. citizen,
score 229 or higher on the Army Physical Fitness Test,
and pass a Special Forces physical. Call 524-1461 or
visit the Web site at http://www.bragg.army.mil/sorb.

Hours of Operation
Claims Office hours — are Mondays-Fridays from 9
a.m.-noon and 1-4 p.m. The Claims Office is located on
the first floor of building 6222, 1633 Mekong Street.
Claimants who receive shipments under the old system,
Full Replacement Value or Defense Personal Property
Program system, should bring their notification forms
(Department of Defense Form 1840/1840R or DP3
Form) for additionally discovered loss or damage to the
Claims Office within 70 days to receive appropriate
initial guidance. For more information call 526-1355.
Central Issue Facility regular business hours —
are listed below. Call 526-3321 to make appointments.
In-processing
Mondays-Thursdays from 7:30-10:30 a.m.
Initial issues
Mondays-Thursdays from 12:30-3 p.m.
Partial issues
Mondays-Thursdays from 12:30-3 p.m.
Cash sales/report of survey
Mondays-Thursdays from 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
Direct exchange
Mondays-Thursdays from 12:30-3 p.m.
Partial turn-ins
Mondays-Thursdays from 12:30-3 p.m.
Full turn-ins
Mondays-Thursdays from 7:30-10:30 a.m.
Unit issues and turn-ins
Call 526-5512/6477 for approval.
DFAC hours — Fort Carson dining facilities operate
under the following hours:
• Wolf — Monday-Friday, 6:45-9 a.m. (breakfast),
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. (lunch) and 5-6:30 p.m. (dinner).
Saturday and Sunday, 7:30-9 a.m. (breakfast), 11:30
a.m.-1 p.m. (lunch) and 5-6:30 p.m. (dinner).
• 10th SFG (A) — Mondays-Thursdays, 7-9 a.m.
(breakfast), 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. (lunch) and 5-6:30 p.m.
(dinner). Fridays, 7-9 a.m. (breakfast), 11:30 a.m.-1
p.m. (lunch), no dinner. Closed Saturdays and Sundays.
• Iron Brigade — Closed for maintenance.
• Butts Army Airfield — Monday-Thursday, 7-9
a.m. (breakfast), 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. (lunch) and 5-6:30
p.m. (dinner). Friday, 7-9 a.m. (breakfast), 11:30 a.m.-1
p.m. (lunch), no dinner. Closed Saturdays and Sundays.
• Raiders — Monday-Friday, 6:45-9 a.m. (breakfast), 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. (lunch) and 5-6:30 p.m.
(dinner). Thursdays, 5:30-9:30 a.m. (drive-through and
grab and go). Closed Saturday and Sunday.
Education Center hours of operation — The
Mountain Post Training and Education Center, building
1117, 526-2124, hours are as follows:
• Counselor Support Center — MondaysThursdays 7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. and Fridays 11
a.m.-4:30 p.m.
• Army Learning Center — Mondays-Thursdays
9 a.m.-2 p.m. and Fridays 9a.m.-5 p.m.
• Defense Activity for Nontraditional
Education Support and Army Personnel
Testing/eArmyU testing — Mondays-Fridays
7:30-11:30 a.m. and 12:15-4:15 p.m.
Medical Activity Correspondence Department
office hours — The Correspondence (Release of
Information) Office in the Patient Administration
Division hours are Mondays-Fridays 7:30 a.m.-4:30
p.m. and closed Thursdays and on federal holidays. Call
526-7322 or 526-7284 for more information.
BOSS meetings
are held the first and
third Wednesday of
each
month
at
Alternate Escapes at 10
a.m. For information,
call 524-BOSS.
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Carson displays Army
Story and photos by Devin Fisher
Mountaineer staff
Twenty-three nominees for Air Force Space
Command’s Outstanding Airmen of the Year left
Fort Carson April 8 with a
greater understanding of their
sister service.
The command’s best of
2009 got a taste of Army life at
the Mountain Post during a visit
which included a 10th Special
Forces Group (Airborne) briefing
and equipment display, a
“hands-on” experience with the
virtual reality convoy simulator,
lunch at the Raider Dining Facility
and concluded with an Army noncommissioned officer cross talk.
The goal of the professional

development visit was simply to familiarize the
Airmen with the missions and training of fellow
servicemembers, said Tech. Sgt. Melissa Jackson,
tour coordinator from Schriever Air Force Base.
“Being in (Air Force) Space Command we

A 10th Special Forces Group
(Airborne) Soldier, right, briefs
Air Force Space Command Airmen
of the Year candidates on the
various scuba equipment used
by Special Forces Soldiers.

honor
your
2010
graduate
Don’t Miss Out on
Honoring Your Graduate
in this newspaper’s “Congratulations Graduates
Commemorative Section”
appearing May 27th
and 28th
Deadline for entries
is May 12th

Sample
Joe Graduate
Graduating from
Palmer Academy
“We are so proud of you.”

All Congratulations Graduates ads must be prepaid.
STUDENT’S NAME____________________________
SCHOOL NAME ______________________________
SPECIAL MESSAGE___________________________
____________________________________________
FROM_______________________________________
YOUR NAME _________________________________
DAYTIME PHONE _____________________________
YOUR ADDRESS ______________________________
_____________________________________________
STATE/ZIP____________________________________
RELATIONSHIP TO STUDENT ____________________
Photo enclosed. Please include a stamped, self-addressed envelope for return
RISKRWRDQGLQFOXGHFKLOG¶V¿UVWDQGODVWQDPHRQEDFNRISKRWR
Enclosed is $52.99 for each picture to be included on the page.
6HQG&KHFN0RQH\2UGHU0DVWHUFDUG9LVD$PH[
Credit Card#_______________________________________________________
([S'DWHBBBBBBBBBBBBB'LJLW6HFXULW\&RGHBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

From: Mom, Dad, Sam
and Katie

Email to
FODVVL¿HG#FVPQJFRP
Call for more details
719-329-5236
or mail form to
31 E. Platte
Ste 300
Colorado Springs
CO 80903

don’t get to work with (Soldiers) that often,” she
said. “Fort Carson is such a large base with an
important mission. We wanted to see what they
do and learn a little more about the Army.”
After welcoming the Airmen to Fort Carson,
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might for Airman
Garrison Command Sgt. Maj.
James A. Kilpatrick spoke of the
importance for the Army to build
camaraderie with the Air Force.
“We fight joint now,” he said.
“We should come together when
we’re not in war so we can share
the way we live, fight and train …
it’s a good experience for everyone.”
Following the Special Forces
visit and a trip through the convoy
simulator, Senior Airman Desiree
Lozano, Brooks City-Base, Texas, said
she was amazed with what she saw.
“I have a lot of respect for the
Army. They’re really the ones out
there in the field doing the dirty
work,” said Lozano. “I admire
what they do and respect them.”
Despite deploying with a New
Jersey Army National Guard unit
and completing combat skill training at Joint
Base Lewis-McChord.,Wash., Lozano was a bit
awestruck by her experience at Fort Carson.
“The stuff (Special Forces does) is pretty
amazing,” she said.
And the convoy simulator provided an
appreciation for possible challenges troops in a
convoy may face.
“I’ve never went out on a convoy, but (the

Tech. Sgt. Tim
Bahr, Buckley Air
Force Base in
Aurora, zeroes
in on an insurgent
in the Fort Carson
convoy simulator
during the Air
Force Space
Command
Outstanding
Airmen of the
Year tour April 8.
simulator) gives you better awareness of
what they deal with on a daily basis when they
go outside the wire,” Lozano said.
After 22 years of service, Senior Master
Sgt. James Langner, Offutt AFB, Neb., said the
visit provided insight into his sister service.
“As Air Force people, we are seeing another
side of the fight … gaining a respect for what
(the Army does),” he said.

> Regis University is a Yellow Ribbon Program Participant!
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> Don’t have the influence you want? Our
graduates build their own.
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a robot specialist that uses LEGO® robotics to
inspire the next generation of engineers.

knowledge, theory, and practice, making you a
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and government relationships, you’ll have the
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degree is one of our many well-structured and
competitive degrees that combine technical
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Noting the technology advancements, such
as the convoy simulator, Langner said, “We
are setting our troops up for success as they go
into the (area of responsibility), which is huge.”
AFSPC announced its five Airmen of the
Year winners at a banquet April 9. Command
winners go on to compete at the Air Force-level
for the 12 Outstanding Airmen of the Year
awards, to be announced this summer.
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Engineers qualify on demo range
Story and photos by Spc. April York
2nd Brigade Combat Team Public Affairs
Office, 4th Infantry Division
Engineers from Company C, 2nd Special Troops
Battalion, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry
Division, blasted their way through a qualification
course on demolition range last month.
The March 17 training aimed to certify all

individual sappers on Engineer Qualif ication
Tables two, three and four. These tables consist of
placing and detonating charges as well as arming
and disarming anti-tank mines, said 1st Lt.
Christopher Gillespie, Company C executive officer.
The demo range is meant to keep the engineers
up to date on their semiannual qualifications, but it
is also practical experience preparing them for
upcoming field training exercises, Gillespie said.
“This training prepares the Soldiers for
full-spectrum operations which includes
breaching and demolitions on buildings and
bridges,” he stated.
The training allows Soldiers to get
hands-on experience and they appreciated
the opportunity to get away from the office
and classroom training environment and
handle the types of explosives they work
with when deployed.
“This training prepares us for battle,” said
Spc. Brandon Kerr, a heavy equipment operator
for Company C. “We can sit in a classroom all
day and ‘do death by PowerPoint,’ but when you
get out there and you’re actually wiring it up and
feel the concussion and the blow back falling
over your head as you’re lying in the prone position, that is what really prepares you.”

To put all in perspective Kerr said, “You do not
get second chances on the battlefield. You cannot be
surprised in a combat environment.”
The Soldiers worked with M15, M19 and M21
anti-tank mines. They were actually arming a live
mine that was sitting beneath them and then
disarming it, Gillespie said. This helps them become
more proficient and builds their confidence.
The Soldiers also worked with claymore
mines, cratering charges, shaped charges and
Bangalore torpedoes.
“This training helps the Soldiers understand how
to clear an improvised explosive device,” Gillespie
said. “It’s a unique training element that makes us
self-sufficient.”
“We don’t always have to depend on someone
else to accomplish the mission,” said 2nd Lt.
Christopher Cadieux, Company C platoon leader.
“We can do everything from route clearance to
pulling our own security.
“Our EODA (explosive ordinance disposal agent)
qualified Soldiers can even detonate an in-place
small IEDs.”
“Time is what makes us essential to the mission,”
Kerr said. “If you call us; we will be there. You don’t
have to provide security and you don’t have to wait in
a vulnerable position for someone to show up.”

Soldiers of
Company C,
2nd Special
Troops Battalion,
2nd Brigade
Combat Team,
4th Infantry
Division,
detonate a
claymore
mine during
demolition
training at
Range 121A.

Spc. Dustin Eckard, a combat engineer with Company C, 2nd
Special Troops Battalion, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 4th
Infantry Division, arms a claymore mine during a demolition
training at Range 121A.
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TAPS seminar unites Families of fallen Soldiers
Story and photos by Geoffrey Roper
Mountaineer staff
The Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors
held a grief support seminar at the Elkhorn
Conference Center April 10, offering Families
of fallen Soldiers a chance to come together for
peer support and coping skills meant to help
them deal with their loss.
TAPS is a national organization providing
compassionate care for Families of America’s
fallen military. Bonnie Carroll, TAPS chairman
and founder, created the organization following
the death of her husband, Brig. Gen. Tom Carroll,
in an Army C-12 plane crash in 1992.
There are now more than 25,000 members
nationwide, and as Carroll said, sadly that number
continues to grow every year.
“We’re here because we’re grieving their loss,
but we’re here because they lived extraordinary
lives. These were Soldiers and Marines, Sailors
and Airmen, who had stepped forward to serve
this country, and today we remember their lives
and honor their loss,” said Carroll.
Grief seminars and peer support groups at the
event centered on adults, while children attended
good grief camp. For many, this was a chance to
come together with others like themselves, seeing
they were not alone in their sense of loss.
“Unless you are part of our TAPS family, unless
you are somebody who has lost somebody … there’s
no one word or one phrase that can describe that,”
said Daisy Tucker, sister of Spc. Ronald Tucker,
killed nearly two years ago in Iraq. “To be here
today to share that with other people is something
that definitely helps.”
Tucker’s mother, Susan Arnold, says she is
normally reserved with her feelings in front of
others, but TAPS allows her to be more open since
she feels a sense of camaraderie with other members.
“It’s comforting; you know it’s coming up. It’s
your time that you can just let your guard down
and let that grief out, and share experiences that
those who haven’t experienced what we have
probably don’t understand,” she said.

The loss of a loved one can be tough on most
people, but losing a sister, a brother, a mother or
father, or even a child to war, can make that loss
even tougher to handle.
“It’s the most profound, devastating loss a
parent can have,” said Arnold. “It’s just something
you never think will happen. But we’re extremely
proud … he died a hero; he served his country
and we’re so proud of him.
TAPS works to help survivors by letting people
come together to share similar stories, find strength
in friendship, and just help each other by being
there for emotional support.
In the afternoon, the children wrote personal
messages to those they lost, and then tied them
to balloons. They were then led outside where they

Above: Survivors of fallen Soldiers comfort
each other during the Tragedy Assistance
Program for Survivors seminar at the
Elkhorn Conference Center April 10.

released the balloons into the sky, as a symbolic
way of getting their messages to the fallen.
Later, adults had the chance to release their own
balloon messages.
“This is America’s family of those who are
grieving the loss of a loved one, and it’s that
coming together, to lean on each other and find
support and comfort, and that compassion that
only we can offer each other,” said Carroll.
TAPS provides peer-based emotional support,
grief and trauma resources, seminars, casework
assistance, and 24/7 crisis intervention care for all who
have been affected by a death of a loved one in the
armed forces. Services are provided free of charge.
For more information go to http://www.taps.org
or call the crisis line at 800-959-TAPS.

Below: Children release balloons with their personal messages to
fallen Soldiers attached, during the Tragedy Assistance Program
for Survivors seminar at the Elkhorn Conference Center April 10.
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Look who’s watching
Commentary by
Chap. (Maj.) Daniel Middlebrooks
10th Combat Support Hospital
We all have talked at one time or another
about the “eyes that are all around us.” Different
experiences in my life have proven this true
so many times. Once in a college class while
stationed at Redstone Arsenal, Ala., I was
walking out after a great discussion on business
law when a young man approached me. He
introduced himself as Joseph and then proceeded
to say, “I’ve been watching you.” This peeked
my curiosity as I asked, “Oh, really. Why?”
“Well,” he started, shifting his weight on
the desk behind him. “I go to Whitesburg
Baptist Church with you. I have never had
the opportunity to meet you but I’ve enjoyed
seeing that you were just as consistent in your
walk of faith here in class as you are at church.”
A powerful feeling came over me as I
thanked God that I was being a good example
and not a hypocritical one.
Now many years later, I have two other
sets of eyes watching. They are not from a
stranger in the back of the room but are a very
special set of eyes that look up and say,
“Daaaaaaaaaaaaddy.” And with arms extended

upward, my youngest daughter Allison sails
into the air and latches onto my waist.
Sometimes we can take for granted the ability of
our children to see, know and remember things.
To see that last cookie in the cookie jar with that
super-kid X-ray vision. To know when you are
down to your last dollar and with that pitiful
puppy expression says, “Can I please have some
ice-cream? Pleeeeeeeeease?” (Only a piece of
solid marble would not be moved by the display).
Do children remember everything? Are you
kidding? Maybe not what they should like
brushing their teeth or knocking before entering
the bedroom. They, however, remember things
said, promises made and actions done. One
preacher called our children God’s little tape
recorders. You’re smiling now. You remember
those embarrassing moments where “TMI” —
Too Much Information — was given by your
children at the most inopportune time.
Out of all the words that you try hard to
teach them to say, they tend to stick with the
ones that you try hardest not to say. I remember
a story of a child riding with his mother
one day to school. He innocently asked,
“Where are all the idiots today mom?”
Surprised the mom said, “Where did you
learn such a thing?” He looked up and said,

“Well yesterday when dad was taking me to
school, we saw at least 12.”
A simple poem entitled, “When you
thought I wasn’t looking” by Mary Rita
Korzman, describes what I pray my daughters
will see in their father.
When you thought I wasn’t looking,
I saw you hang my first painting on
the refrigerator and I wanted to paint
another one for you.
When you thought I wasn’t looking,
I saw you feed a stray cat and I thought
it was good to be kind to animals.
When you thought I wasn’t looking,
I saw you make my favorite cake for
me, and I knew that little things are
very special.
When you thought I wasn’t looking,
I saw tears come from your eyes, and
I learned that sometimes, things hurt,
but it is all right to cry.
When you though I wasn’t looking,
I looked … and wanted to say thanks
for all the things I saw when you
thought I wasn’t looking.
Remember, the most power eyes in our
life are not those that can see the future but
those eyes that are our future.
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FAMCOM nights — held 5:45-8 p.m. Saturday
and May 8, 22 and 29 at Soldiers’ Memorial Chapel,
hosted by Military Family Ministries.
Enjoy evenings of encouragement with your
spouse, with food and a relaxed environment for
the whole Family. The evenings are designed to
spiritually encourage, equip and build strong military
marriages and Families.
The event includes a potluck dinner — bring a
main dish and one side to share; mixers and games;
Family worship, prayer and Bible teachings; and a
DVD series on marriage and parenting. Children
are welcome, but an RSVP is required for planning
purposes. For more information call 313-9408 or
e-mail Cedric or Sandi Boehr at csboehr@yahoo.com.
Trail West Family Camp — will be hosting 28-30
active-duty Soldiers and their Families for a free week in
the mountains near Buena Vista this summer. Details and
online registration are available at http://www.military
familycamp.younglife.org through April 30.
Postwide Youth Ministries — meets Sundays
2:30-4:30 p.m. at Soldiers’ Memorial Chapel. Out-serve,
Out-pray, Out-last! For additional information, contact
Heidi McAllister, director of Religious Education, at
526-5744 or heidi.mcallister@us.army.mil.

Protestant Women of the Chapel — continues
to offer food, friendship and bible study every
Tuesday through May 18 at Soldiers’ Memorial
Chapel. Morning session runs 9:20-11:30 a.m.
and evening session runs 5:50-8 p.m.
A children’s ministry is offered for 4-5 year olds
in the morning, as well as a playgroup for
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Chapel Schedule
ROMAN CATHOLIC
Day
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Tu/Thurs

Time
8:15-8:45 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11 a.m.
noon

Service
Reconciliation
Mass
CRE
RCIA
Mass
Mass

Friday

4:30 p.m.

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday

9 a.m.
9 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:50 a.m.
11 a.m.
11 a.m.
9:20 a.m., 5:50 p.m.
2:30-4:30p.m.

Intercessory prayer,
Bible Study
Protestant
Liturgical Service
Sunday School
Sunday School
Protestant
Protestant/Gospel
Chapel Next
PWOC
Youth ministry

Chapel
Soldiers’
Soldiers’
Soldiers’
Soldiers’
Healer
Healer

Location
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez
Evans Army Hospital
Evans Army Hospital

Contact Person
Chap. Gross/526-5279
Chap. Gross/526-5279
Pat Treacy/524-2458
Pat Treacy/524-2458
Fr. Nwatawali/526-7347
Fr. Nwatawali/526-7347

Soldiers’

Nelson & Martinez

Chap. Firtko/524-4316

Healer
Prussman
Soldiers’
Prussman
Soldiers’
Prussman
Veterans
Soldiers’
Soldiers’

Evans Army Hospital
Barkeley & Ellis
Nelson & Martinez
Barkeley & Prussman
Nelson & Martinez
Barkeley & Prussman
Magrath & Titus
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez

Chap. Roberts/526-7387
Chap. Mitchell/650-8042
Heidi McAllister/526-5744
Heidi McAllister/526-5744
Chap. Firtko/524-4316
Ursula Pittman/503-1104
Chap. Way/339-0845
Chap. Firtko/524-4316
Heidi McAllister/526-5744

PROTESTANT

JEWISH
For information and a schedule of Jewish Sabbath services, call the U.S. Air Force Academy Cadet Chapel at 333-2636.
Sunday

2 p.m.

WICCA
Building 4800

Harr & McNerny

ftcarsonopencircle@gmail.com

COLORADO WARRIORS SWEATLODGE
Colorado Warriors Sweatlodge ceremonies (He Ska Akicita Inipi) are offered to military Family members and Department of Defense personnel. These lodges
are traditional Lakota spiritual ceremonies for cleansing, purification and prayer, and are fully sanctioned and supported by the Fort Carson command chaplain. Michael
Hackwith is the spiritual adviser. For information and directions call Zoe Goodblanket at 442-0929 or e-mail zoegood@msn.com or Wendy Hockwith at 285-5240 or
kansasitafoundation@yahoo.com.

mothers and their young children.
In the evening child care is available
for registered children through Child,
Youth and School Services. For details
and to make child care reservations
contact Courtney Linn, president,
at Carson@pwoc.org.

Daily Bible readings: To assist in regular Scripture reading, the
following Scriptures are recommended. These Scriptures are
part of the common daily lectionary, which is designed to present
the entire Bible over a three-year cycle.

Friday — Psalms 119: 121-128, Colossians 1-2
Saturday — Psalms 119: 129-136, Colossians 3-4
Sunday — Psalms 119: 137-144, 1 Thessalonians 1-3
Monday — Psalms 119:145-152, 1 Thessalonians 4-5
Tuesday — Psalms 119:153-160, 2 Thessalonians 1-3
Wednesday — Psalms 119:161-168, 1 Timothy 1-3
Thursday — Psalms 119:169-176, 1 Timothy 4-6
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SFCC construction moves along
Story and photo by
Roger G. Meyer
Evans Army Community Hospital
Public Affairs Officer
The Soldier Family Care Center,
Fort Carson’s newest major medical
facility is steadily progressing to
an autumn opening date.
The Medical Department Activity
broke ground on the three-story,
153,000 square foot SFCC Oct. 31,
2008, and the building’s construction
has been readily apparent to all Evans
Army Community Hospital visitors.
According to Vincent Visuth,
training coordinator and deputy
transition officer with the Army’s
Health Facilities Planning Agency,
the $54 million building is a Base
Realignment and Closure enabler
project and Grow The Army initiative.
HFPA is working with the U.S. Army
Corp of Engineers, Omaha District,
and primary contractor Kiewit
Building Group to plan and construct
the building to meet the space and
requirements of its future users.
The “design build” structure will

have enclosed corridors leading to
Evans Hospital and is now more than
80-percent complete. The SFCC will
house the following clinics, departments
and services: orthopedics, podiatry,
chiropractic, occupational therapy,
physical therapy, family medicine, the
Department of Primary Care, pediatrics,
a laboratory annex, pharmacy, Social
Work Services, patient administration
and a dental clinic.
Architects and designers want
the building to be environmentally
friendly and are striving to attain a
silver level of certification from
the Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design green building
certification program. According to
the U.S. Green Building Council,
LEED-certified buildings often
provide healthier environments. This
also contributes to improved health
and comfort for visitors and higher
employee productivity.
“They are using a lot of natural light
which is the direction of healthcare
design, it makes it so patients don’t
feel so enclosed,” said Visuth. “This
building is going in a more modern

This large
open space in
the new
Soldier Family
Care Center
is the future
home of
a physical
therapy clinic.
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a sustainability and repair maintenance
project in the laboratory, the Nutrition
Care Department renovation, and a
new Women’s Health unit and
Magnetic Resonance Imaging area.
“With all these construction projects
we are lacking space to put people
during all this transition,” he said.
Storch added to these challenges
the coordination and planning
required for utilities connections and
connecting the SFCC to a planned,
adjacent hospital administration
building. The SFCC “addition”
will sit just south of the SFCC, and
that 18-month construction project
will begin this summer.
There are scores of people involved
in a project of this magnitude, but
Visuth was quick to credit HFPA
construction project manager John
Bristow and lead coordinator and
program manager Maj. David J. Zajac
for their leadership and dedication to
this project. He also complemented the
contractor Kiewit Building Group for
doing a “great job” in identifying needs
and working cooperatively to complete
the building on time and in the way
the hospital needs and wants it.
“I think the SFCC is going in the
right direction, providing services for
Soldiers. The hospital was built in 1986
and the way health care has gone, the
infrastructure needed to be updated,”
said Visuth. “The new SFCC is more
forward in technology and space; it
will help make sure Soldiers and their
Families are well taken care of.”
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direction, toward patient-centric care;
patient satisfaction is very important so
they want to make sure the aesthetics
appeals to the patients.”
The clinics will start moving from
the hospital to the SFCC in August.
“We’re going to cascade them
over and clinics will open at different
times, but we expect all will be fully
operational by the beginning of
October,” Visuth said.
HFPA Transition Officer Jeff
Storch said, “Our goal is to employ a
systematic manner to minimize the
downtime and minimize the disruption
to patients’ access to care.”
Visuth added that everyone in the
hospital is active and working well in
planning and preparing for their moves.
“They’ve been very helpful and
involved in getting the building on
line, on time,” he said.
No building project is without
its challenges. Visuth noted the
construction’s impact on parking
and coordination of this project with
all the other projects going on at
the same time in the hospital: the
hospital alteration project, radiology,
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Claims against the estate — With deepest regret
to the Family of Sgt. Sean M. Durkin, deceased.
Anyone having claims against or indebtedness
to his estate should contact 2nd Lt. Ilango
Sengottaiyan at 912-536-5703.
Sports physicals — Avoid the August rush by
scheduling children’s sports physicals now by
calling the appointment line at 719-457-2273 or
866-422-7391. Parents need to download and bring
a completed pre-participation evaluation form
available at http://www.evans.amedd.army.mil/
Webzines/sports/sports-physicals(underscore)files/
slide0001.htm to the appointment. Questions
concerning which physical form to use should
be directed to the schools. For more information call
719-457-2273.
Advisory council members sought — The Fort
Carson Commissary/Army and Air Force Exchange
Service Advisory Council is looking for six Fort Carson
community-minded volunteers to serve as members
of the council. The council is advisory in nature and
provides input to topics such as customer service,
hours of operation and product availability. Volunteer
members must be willing to commit to a one-year
term, and attend meetings once a quarter. Those
interested should submit a one-page letter of interest,
explaining what they would bring to the council, no
later than Wednesday to Daniel.Eyre@us.army.mil or
fax to 526-4691. For more information call 526-2393.
Craft fair — The Enlisted Spouses Charitable
Organization sponsors a craft fair May 1 from 9
a.m.-4 p.m. at the Special Events Center. The event
features designer crafts, decorations, original
artwork, jewelry and handmade treasures from
local artisans. Admission is $1 per person. A portion
of the proceeds will support the Fort Carson
Parent to Parent program. For more information
call Carol Ann Mountjoy at 931-801-4277 or e-mail
esco(underscore)carson@yahoo.com.
Youth summer volunteer program — The
American Red Cross station at Evans Army
Community Hospital offers a Youth Volunteer
Summer Program June 1-Aug. 6 designed to help
youth explore a career in the health care field,
learn new skills, serve the community and earn
volunteer hours. The program is open to military
identification cardholders ages 14-17. Interested
youth should submit a completed ARC Summer
Youth Volunteer Program application — available
at the ARC office in room 1033 of the hospital —
no later than May 10. For more information
contact the American Red Cross at 526-7144.
Yard sales — Yard sales can be held on post the
first and third Saturdays of the month, April through
December. Fort Carson residents set up their items
in front of their homes. Single Soldiers and military
Families who reside off post can participate by
setting up in the Beacon Elementary School parking
lot. Yard sales are organized and conducted by the
installation Mayoral Program, the Directorate of
Public Works Housing Liaison Office and the
Balfour Beatty Military Family Housing Office.
For more information call the Mayoral Program at
526-8303 or Army Community Service at 526-4590.
Gate 3 access — The left lane of traffic entering
Gate 3 is restricted to Department of Defense
decaled vehicles from 5-6:30 a.m. Contractor and
commercial vehicles will be required to use the right
two lanes during this timeframe. For more information
call the Access and Control Division at 526-2760.
Retirement ceremony — The next Fort Carson
monthly post retirement ceremony takes place
Wednesday at 10 a.m. in the Special Events Center.
The ceremony honors the careers of retiring Soldiers
and the sacrifices of their spouses.
Legal services — Services provided at the
Soldier Readiness Processing site are for Soldiers
undergoing the SRP process. The SRP Legal Office
will only provide powers of attorney or notary
services to Soldiers processing through the SRP.
Retirees, Family members and Soldiers not in the
SRP process can receive legal assistance and powers
of attorney at the main legal office located at 1633
Mekong Street, building 6222, next to the Family
Readiness Center. Legal assistance prepares powers

of attorney and performs notary services on a walk-in
basis from 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Mondays-Wednesdays
and Fridays, and from 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Thursdays.
Sidewalk construction project — Two federal
stimulus-funded contracts have been awarded to
expand and otherwise improve traffic flow through
the intersections at Specker Avenue at Ellis Street
and Specker Avenue at Nelson Boulevard. Right
turn lane pockets will be constructed and traffic
control signals will be erected at both intersections.
The entrance to the indoor pool will be reconfigured
and additional/connecting sidewalk sections with
handicap ramps will be constructed along Nelson
Boulevard and along Specker Avenue between the
two intersections. A temporary road to the indoor
pool parking lot has been constructed off of the
south Wolf Dining Facility driveway. Concrete work
has already started; asphalt work will be delayed until
warmer weather. Both intersections are expected to
be completed in April, weather permitting. Drivers are
asked to drive carefully through the construction
area. For more information call 492-4308.
Free tax center — The Fort Carson Tax Center is
accepting appointments from Soldiers, retirees and
their Families for free tax preparation. The center is
open through May 14, Mondays-Thursdays from
8 a.m.-5 p.m. and Fridays 8 a.m.-4 p.m., excluding
federal and training holidays. No walk-ins are
available; however, space-available slots may be
available. The office is located in building 6285 on
Woodfill Road, directly across from the Colorado Inn
and Elkhorn Conference Center. Call 524-1013/2013
to schedule an appointment.
Optometry services — The Evans Army Community
Hospital Optometry Clinic offers optometry services
to TRICARE Prime beneficiaries — active-duty
Soldiers, Family members 4 and older and retirees 64
and younger. The clinic is located on the second floor
next to the EENT Clinic. It is open 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m.
weekdays. To schedule an appointment call the
central appointment line at 719-457-2274.
Hospital visitor policy — Evans Army Community
Hospital has rescinded its visitation policy put in
effect during the H1N1 influenza outbreak. There
are currently no restrictions on visitors’ ages.
Routine visiting hours are from 9 a.m.-8 p.m.,
however, Intensive Care and Mother-Baby units
open to visitors at 8 a.m. Visitors should not have
colds or other illnesses; no more than three visitors
per patient are allowed in a patient’s room at one
time; children must have parental supervision;
and all visitors must abide by ward rules.
Hospital after-hours entrance — The west
entrance revolving door is the only after-hours
nonemergency entrance to Evans Army Community
Hospital. Visitors must check in with the security
guard and receive a visitor’s pass. Emergency
patients are the only ones who may enter the hospital
through the north-side Emergency Room entrance.
For more information, call 526-7655.
Hospital east parking lot — The 233-space parking
lot on the northeast corner of Evans Army Community
Hospital, near the bus stop, includes open, handicap
and motorcycle parking for patients. Patients using
the parking lot can enter the east end of the hospital
using the sidewalk that starts from the northeast
parking lot and ends at the east entrance. Hospital
officials remind patients that parking is only allowed
in designated parking stalls on paved surfaces. Police
are ticketing those vehicles illegally parked in the dirt
or gravel alongside hospital roads or in grass-covered
areas. For more information call 526-7655.
Influenza self-care medications — TRICAREeligible beneficiaries 18 and older can pick up
influenza self-care medications acetaminophen and
ibuprofen without a prescription at the Evans Army
Community Hospital pharmacy window 2 MondaysThursdays from 8 a.m.-6 p.m., Fridays 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
and Saturdays 8 a.m.-4 p.m. The commissary
pharmacy and the outlying clinic pharmacies will
also distribute self-care medications during normal
operating hours. Parents can obtain medications for
their eligible children; those picking up medications
for children less than 2 years old will need to know
their child’s weight. For more information contact
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the Pharmacy Information Line at 524-4088. For
information about flu vaccinations call the Flu
Shot Hotline at 526-6422.
Refill process at the commissary pharmacy —
Due to ongoing construction at Evans Army
Community Hospital, parking at the hospital
continues to challenge patients and staff alike.
Beneficiaries not prime-enrolled to EACH and
needing new prescriptions can save time and effort
by getting them at the full-service commissary
pharmacy, located between the commissary and
Class Six store. Any beneficiary requiring refills
can use the automated refill ordering system and can
select the commissary location. Order refills by
calling the automated system at 524-4081 or online
at http://www.evans.amedd.army.mil. Select “online
prescriptions” and “EACH Commissary” for
pharmacy location. This service is available for all
retirees, active-duty personnel and their Family
members. Hours of operation are Mondays-Fridays
9 a.m.-5 p.m., excluding holidays.
Donated annual leave for Fort Carson civilian
employees — is currently being accepted for the
following civilians under the Voluntary Leave Transfer
Program. The employees who have exhausted all
available leave because of medical emergencies
and are currently accepting leave donations are:
George Anderson, Mary Koziol and Danette Wyatt,
Directorate of Family and Morale, Welfare and
Recreation; Anthony Jackson and Eric Lewis,
Directorate of Plans, Training, Mobilization and
Security; Craig Wright, Jennifer Taylor and James and
Torrie Koller, Directorate of Emergency Services;
and Kelly Sangwin, Civilian Personnel Advisory
Center. To donate annual leave under VLTP, contact
the Garrison Resource Management Office at 5261841/ 1839 or tara.smithoverton@conus.army.mil to
obtain form OMP-630A, “Request to Donate Annual
Leave,” or the OMP-630B for an outside agency.
Balfour Beatty Communities Foundation
Scholarships — Balfour Beatty Communities
has extended its deadline to May 15 to receive
scholarship applications from high school and
undergraduate students of Family housing residents
for the 2010-2011 academic year. To apply for
the scholarships, go to the foundation's Web site,
http://bbcommunitiesfoundation.org, print out,
complete and submit the application along
with all required materials to Balfour Beatty
Communities Foundation at 10 Campus Blvd.,
Newton Square, PA 19073.
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Story and photos by Geoffrey Roper
Mountaineer staff

Spc. Chang Peralta, Company G, 2nd Battalion, 8th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division,
takes aim at another Soldier from behind a wall during a paintball game April 14.

Directorate of Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation
staff recently created a program called Warrior Adventure Quest,
which takes Soldiers on all-day physical activities as part of their
reintegration program after coming home from deployment.
There are a number of activities the program offers
including rock climbing, paintball, white-water rafting, hiking
and zip lining, skiing and snowboarding. These activities
offer Soldiers a positive release of energy at a time when they
might be vulnerable to harmful behavior.
“The idea is to make them aware, and make available to
them, this program that provides activities that can give them
a little bit of (an) adrenaline rush,” said Eric Hill, outdoor
recreation director, Fort Carson DFMWR. “It’s letting them
know that there are healthy ways to get the adrenaline without

going out and getting on a motorcycle and driving 120 mph
or doing other things that are unhealthy.”
Hill said the program came out of a recreation conference
attended by behavioral health experts who came up with the
concept. While discussing how it could be implemented, a group
from the outdoor recreation department was in the audience and
realized they already had the resources and activities in place.
“With all the deployments and the stress that puts on the
Soldiers and their Families, being able to provide these
recreation programs and just give them a (few) hours of release
where they’re doing something different, it takes their minds
off the day-to-day (troubles). Whether that’s their combat
experience, or worrying about their spouse or parent that might
be deployed, there’s a lot of value in that. So it’s good that we’re
able to provide all these programs and opportunities,” said Hill.
Soldiers from Company G, 2nd Battalion, 8th Infantry
Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division,
took part in a day of paintball April 14.
It was a chance for them to go out
and have some fun after coming back from
Iraq just six months ago.
“Honestly, it’s like a big morale
booster. Guys just let their hair down …
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here, everybody can just play, just be kids you know, and
they’re enjoying it,” said Sgt. 1st Class Porfirio Avila, 2nd Bn.,
8th Inf. Reg., 2nd BCT, 4th Inf. Div.
The all-day event is free to these Soldiers, and the hope
is that they will sign up for other activities available to
them while back home.
“One of the desired outcomes is that they’ll enjoy what
they are doing,” Hill said. “They get this free, full-day program
and they enjoy it. They realize it would be great to get out and
do these things, and they want to share that with their Families.
We have programs on the weekends and during the week
available where they can bring their Families.”.
To date, the department has put on approximately 40
different programs for 60 platoons, with more activities planned
through September.
“I have seen here at Fort Carson that there’s a great team
that really puts a lot into making those reintegrations happen, and
make them as beneficial as possible for the returning Soldiers,”
said Hill. “It’s one piece of the puzzle. It’s just another tool that
leadership has to let them know their leaders care about them,
and they’re trying to do the things they can to help them adjust.”
The activities are open to all active-duty, guard and reserve
units. For more information, unit leaders can call 526-3881.

Two Soldiers from Company G, 2nd Battalion, 8th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division,
load a paintball gun April 14.

Soldiers from Company G,
2nd Battalion, 8th Infantry
Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat
Team, 4th Infantry Division,
run toward another team during
a paintball game April 14.

Layout by Jeanne Mazerall
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New staff hires support PCMS
by Susan C. Galentine
Directorate of Public Works
Public Relations

week to support PCMS maintenance
requirements, said Mark Bartle,
FCSS project manager. KIRA staff at
PCMS perform general maintenance
and repair of equipment and buildings,
including electrical, heating and air
conditioning, grounds maintenance
and carpentry.
“I made a conscious decision to

hire employees from the local area.
Currently, there are two general
maintenance workers from Trinidad
and the supervisor is from Pueblo,”
said Bartle. “I thought it was
important to support the local
community by contributing to the
economy and businesses in the area.”
As part of the job requirement, the

supervisor lives in Trinidad during the
work week and every third weekend.
In addition to hiring locally, local
vendors are used whenever possible to
With the growth in Soldiers at
support the maintenance needs, such as
Fort Carson over the last several
carpentry materials, plumbing, heating,
years, training lands are used more
electrical, road base material and a
frequently to ensure those Soldiers
variety of other building supplies.
are prepared for combat operations.
“With PCMS separated from Fort
With increased use, comes
Carson by over a hundred miles,
increased need for maintenance.
it is not practical to have material
To meet those needs at Piñon
shipped from the Colorado
Canyon Maneuver Site, the
Springs area,” said Hagen of the
Directorate of Public Works, Fort
move toward local purchasing.
Carson Support Services opera“Using the vendors in the local
tions and maintenance contractor,
area for material and possibly
KIRA, hired three local employees
contract support not only brings
in February to complement their
revenue and potential work to the
existing support personnel.
community, it will place PCMS
“With full-time maintenance
as part of the local community.”
personnel at PCMS, the response
Bartle estimates that with
time to correct system failures is
the staff wages and purchase
dramatically decreased,” explained
of goods and services in the
Terry Hagen, DPW operations
local economy, KIRA could be
and maintenance division base
spending up to $350,000 this
operations branch chief. “This
fiscal year.
will protect government assets
“If funding is available, we
from additional damage during
would hope to see some additional
utility failures and maintain
growth in PCMS and hire one to
roads from washouts or damage
two more employees,” said
from vehicle maneuvers.”
Bartle. “If this happens, we will
In addition to the new local
again hire from the surrounding
Photo by Jacques De Lange
staff members, KIRA sends up to Patrick Ortiz, one of the new hires at Piñon Canyon Maneuver Site, works on a sign outside of the area and add to the local vendor
10 workers from Fort Carson per PCMS Operations Center.
list for support services.”
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Police blotter
The following crimes were committed on the Fort Carson installation April 8-14.
AWOL crimes
2 – servicemembers were cited with AWOL —
failure to go to place of duty.
Motor vehicle crimes
1 – servicemember was cited for driving
under the influence of alcohol.
1 – servicemember was cited for driving a
vehicle while ability impaired by alcohol
or drugs or both.
1 – servicemember was cited for driving
a vehicle with blood alcohol content of
0.08 or more.
1 – servicemember was cited for a traffic
violation — compulsory insurance.
1 – servicemember was cited for a traffic
violation — no registration card in vehicle.
2 – civilians were cited for a traffic accident
with damage to government property.

1 – servicemember was cited for a traffic accident with damage to government property.
1 – civilian was cited for a traffic accident
with damage to private property.
2 – servicemembers were cited for a traffic
accident with damage to private property.
1 – civilian was cited for a traffic accident
resulting in damage to property.
1 – civilian was cited for a traffic accident
resulting in personal injury.
1 – servicemember was cited for a traffic
violation — failure to observe/disregarded
a traffic control device.
1 – civilian was cited for a traffic violation —
failure to stop for traffic signal.
1 – civilian was cited for a traffic violation —
failure to judge proper clearance.
2 – servicemembers were cited for a traffic
violation — careless or reckless driving.
1 – civilian was cited for a traffic violation —
careless or reckless driving.
Drug and alcohol crimes, not including
motor vehicles
2 – civilians were cited for possession
of drug paraphernalia.
1 – servicemember was cited for failure to
obey general order — paraphernalia.

You
Name It...
We Got
It!
Support the wonderful
businesses & services
that adorn
the pages of the
Mountaineer.

1 – civilian was cited for use of dangerous drugs.
2 – civilians were cited for controlled
substance violations.
1 – servicemember was cited for controlled
substance violations.
1 – civilian was cited for simple possession
of drugs.
Miscellaneous crimes
2 – servicemembers were cited for simple
assault.
1 – servicemember was cited for disorderly
conduct.
1 – servicemember was cited for failure to
obey general order — weapons.
2 – servicemembers were cited for failure to
obey general order — other.
1 – civilian was cited for larceny of AAFES
property.
1 – servicemember was cited for larceny of
AAFES property.
2 – civilians were cited for malicious mischief.
1 – civilian was cited for second degree
criminal trespassing.
1 – servicemember was cited for spouse
abuse — civilian female victim.
1 – servicemember was cited for vehicular
assault.
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Eagles open new track facility on post
Story and photo by Walt Johnson
Mountaineer staff
Sometimes a home is not a home and that
was the way the Carson Middle School track team
and coaches have been feeling over the past few
years. That feeling is now a thing of the past as
the Eagles opened a brand new track and field
facility at the school Monday.
It was a perfect day for the historic event
that would be the opening of the new facility. The
Eagles were joined by three other schools —
Skyview Middle School, Cañon City Middle School
and Fountain Middle School — as a regular meet
marked the official opening of the new track. The
sparkling facility featured a number of male and
female athletes that are preparing to move on to the
high school level and hopefully to Colorado State
and beyond triumphs in the coming years. It also
featured some great track and field competition.
To appreciate why this new facility was a
welcome addition to the Eagles’ sports program
you have to understand what the young athletes
have been going through the past few years in
order to compete, according to Duane Nava,
Carson Middle School athletic director. Nava
said the logistical challenges the team had
to put up with were a challenge as the athletes
prepared to compete.
“In the past, we have had to take an hour
away from actually practicing in order to get the
kids over to the facility next to Forrest Fitness
Center so that we could practice. This took away
some valuable training time from the athletes
that now we won’t have to deal with because we
can come right outside the school and practice at
this facility,” Nava said.

A Carson Middle School runner crosses the finish line ahead of a Skyview Middle School runner Monday at the
middle school’s new track and field facility.
In addition to having to practice at the facility
next to Forrest, the Eagles would host its track and
field events at Fountain-Fort Carson High School.
While most of the athletes will become Trojans
as they move on to high school, it was still not
really a home environment for the Eagles. That
will now change and Nava said he could see in

the kids’ faces as they came out Monday that they
are excited to have a home facility.
“You could see the kids were excited to be
able to come out here and know that they now
have a facility like this where we will be able to
host our track and field events. It’s going to be great
for the kids to have this facility,” Nava said.

Mountaineer Spor ts F eatur e
Poker time
Members of the Mountain Post community
took part in a huge poker tournament Saturday
at the Elkhorn Conference Center. The Monster
Poker Tournament saw one member of the
community win a trip to Las Vegas and others
winning some great prizes. The award winners
and the prizes they won are:
• 10th place — Bryan Dorcey,
$50 electronics/appliance gift card
• 9th place — Fabian Gradillas,
$75 electronics/appliance gift card
• 8th place — Danta Harrell, electric guitar
• 7th place — Jake Jacob, Blu-ray player
• 6th place — Kathleen Woodard, TiVo
• 5th place — Catherine Bridges,
electric keyboard
• 4th place — Nicole Chavez,
$500 gift card for photography
• 3rd place — Felix Rivera,
$300 electronics/appliance gift card
• 2nd place — Kaz Nwajei,
40-in.-flat-screen television
• 1st place — Michael Garvansites,
trip for two to Las Vegas, airfare, hotel
three-night hotel stay and a $300 for buy-in
to a Las Vegas tournament. He also won
a free buy-in to the next Elkhorn Monster
Poker Tournament July 31.
Photo by Walt Johnson
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Women’s softball
team needs pitchers

Photo by Walt Johnson

Let’s get started
Teresa Richardson, Fort Carson youth center Grizzly Bears coach, passes
out equipment and prepares her young team to begin the soccer season
April 17 at the post youth center. Weather forced cancellation of the team’s
game so they will begin action Saturday at 9 a.m. at the youth soccer fields.

See Bench on page 23
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Mountain Post women are
currently getting ready for the
upcoming softball season.
Any woman that would like to play
on a team representing the post in the
Colorado Springs Parks and Recreation
League should come to practice sessions
being held each Friday at the softball
field adjacent to Forrest Fitness Center.
The team is desperately in need of
pitchers, so if you have a talent to pitch,
contact Cathy Satow at 719-330-7095.
The Fort Carson Directorate
of Family and Morale, Welfare and
Recreation is organizing a Poker
Motorcycle Run May 15.
The event is being billed as a great
way to meet fellow bikers, spend a great
spring day riding around town and
playing poker all in one afternoon. The
run will begins at Alternate Escapes, 1532
Specker Ave., and follow a route through
Colorado Springs. Race organizers said
the route for the event will not be
published until the day of the event.
During the race, bikers will stop at
identified locations to pull a card from

a deck. At the end of the race the
rider with the best poker hand will
win a prize.
The cost for the event is $10 for riders
and $5 for passengers. People can register
at the Fort Carson Information, Tickets
and Registration office, 2429 Specker
Ave., prior to the event, and on site the
day of the event from 8:30-9:30 a.m.
For more information call 526-1867.
Congratulations to the following
Fountain-Fort Carson Trojans athletes
who earned scholarships to college
April 14.
The Trojans had six athletes sign
letters of intent to the college of their
choice. The athletes are:
Quinton Lawson will play football at
Chadron State, Neb.; Joey Schoenberger
will wrestle at Mesa State College;
Roger Castellano will play soccer at
Adams State; Adam Nasif will run track
at the University of Colorado at Colorado
Springs; Christian Meyer will play
soccer at Midland Lutheran, Neb.; and
Jamarius Mathis will participate in track
and field at Adams State.
An event that promotes family

muf¿ns?  begging for burgers  yearning for enchiladas?  ravenous for ravioli  ea

by Walt Johnson
Mountaineer staff
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Chilly bowl
Members of the post youth 10-12 year-old team surround an opponent during rainy and chilly
action Saturday at the post soccer fields.

fun is coming back to the
post Special Events Center.
Family Skate Night
returns Saturday from 4-8
p.m. Admission is free.
Children of any age can take
part in the event, however
all children ages 16 and
under must be accompanied
by an adult. Skates will
be issued as available
and helmets are highly
recommended. For more
information call 524-1163.
There will be an exciting
event to get people up and
moving on a Saturday
morning when the post hosts
family fun at the Fort Carson
DFMWR five- and 10kilometer Fun Run and Walk
Saturday at 8 a.m. The race
will begins and ends at the
Special Events Center and
features a loop course with
rolling hills and dirt running
trails. Baby strollers are
authorized, but you will
need a jogging stroller for
the dirt terrain, according to
DFMWR officials. Also if
your dog is well behaved,
it will be allowed to run with
you while on a leash.

23

All people taking part
in the race receive a T-shirt
with the event logo and
refreshments at the end of
the race. The program is
open to all ages. The
registration fee is $6 for
ages 13 and older, $5 for
ages 5-12 and free for
ages 4 and under.
Early registration
requests can be submitted
at any of the Fort Carson
fitness centers, Friday, from
8 a.m.-6 p.m. by paying
with cash or checks only.
Race date registration, cash
or checks only, will be
open from 6:30-7:30 a.m.
For more information
contact Kareem Braithwaite,
Intramural Sport Manager
at 719-331-2323 or e-mail
remo.braithwaite@us.
army.mil.
The American Cancer
Society holds a Climb
to Conquer Cancer event
in May.
The event, three- or 5mile hike, takes place May
22 at the Cheyenne Mountain
State Park just outside of
Gate 1 on post. The climb
begins at 9 a.m. and is
followed by a free lunch at
the pavilion in the park.
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Elitch Gardens
opens for its 120th season, honors military
Photo courtesy Elitch Gardens

Dressed in their Sunday best, early-day visitors ride the bumper cars at Elitch Gardens. Elitch Gardens opened in 1890.
by Nel Lampe
Mountaineer staff

E

xactly 120 years
before this year’s
opening of Elitch
Gardens May 1, Mary and John
Elitch opened a small park in
their orchard in the outskirts of
Denver. It has been operating
every season since, although
the park has grown and even
relocated during its existence.
In keeping with the tradition
of the past few years, “Joining
Forces Day” honors servicemembers and their Families
from military installations
in Colorado. “Joining Forces
Day” coincides with opening
day this season.
There’s a special discounted
ticket available to military and
their Family members at Fort
Carson’s Information, Tickets

and Registration office and
Information, Tickets and Tours
offices at the Air Force Academy
and Schriever and Peterson Air
Force Bases.
Tickets are sold for $23
each and include entry into the
amusement park, rides and an
all-you-can-eat taco bar lunch
with all the trimmings in the
Maroon Bells Pavilion, reserved
for military participants. A $10
parking voucher can also be
purchased at the ITR, or people
can pay $12 at the Elitch
Gardens parking lot.
A coupon on the ticket is good
for a return trip to Elitch Gardens
in September or October.
Elitch Gardens, a traditional
amusement park near downtown
Denver is a seasonal park.
Beginning May 1, it is open
weekends until Memorial
Day, when the park is open
daily. Check the web-site,

http://www.elitchgardens.com for
a calendar of the park’s hours.
Island Kingdom, the water
park, opens Memorial Day and
remains open through Labor
Day. It is included in admission
when open.
Although Elitch Gardens is
not a huge park, it does have
an assortment of traditional
rides and several roller coasters
in the 62-acre park. Coasters
include the Mind Eraser, the

Sidewinder, the Flying Coaster, the
Boomerang, the Halfpipe and a
wooden roller coaster, Twister II.
Rides include the Chaos, Tower
of Doom, Troika, Turn of the
Century and the Observation Tower.
There is an extra charge to
ride the Sling Shot — $19.99
and $24.99 for one rider on
the XLR8R or $19.99 each for
two riders and $15.99 each
for three riders.
Elitch Gardens has a section

Photo courtesy Elitch Gardens

A “snowboard” traverses the Halfpipe while two sets of riders spin. The
Halfpipe is in Elitch Gardens amusement park near downtown Denver.

Photo courtesy Elitch Gardens

The Big Wheel, a family ride in Elitch Gardens, has a great view of Denver from the
top of the ride. Elitch Gardens amusement park is near downtown Denver.
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of the park for children shorter than
54 inches tall — who can’t ride adult
rides alone. Rides in Kiddieland
include Reel Spin, Jumping Jack,
Movie House Hunt Bumpers, Matinee
Marina, Wacky Warehouse, Hollywood
Airport and Cactus Coaster, for a
total of 13 rides. Anyone 54 inches
or taller can be in Kiddieland only if
escorting a shorter rider.
Family rides include an antique
hand-carved carousel, The Big
Wheel (Ferris wheel), the Spider,
the Sea Dragon,Tea Cups and the
Round ’Em Up.
Island Kingdom adds 850,000
gallons of water to the fun when
it opens Memorial Day. Park goers
can splash in blue lagoons, ride
waterslides, experience crashing
waves or float on a lazy river. Rides
include Paradise Pipeline, Swiss
Family Robinson, Acapulco Cliff
Dive and the Sun Plunge. Try
Cannonball Falls, Castaway Creek
and Commotion Ocean.
Or, catch some rays in lounge
chairs or keep under cover in a
cabana, available for rent.
In addition to having fun in the
amusement park, add a concert to
the mix. Concerts include Los
Dareyes de la Sierra, Jason Derulo,
Skillet, La Original Banda El Limon
De Salvador Lizzarraga, Alacranes
Musical and Jake Owen. Check the
website for concert dates.
The 7 p.m. concerts are free with
park admission, however, there is
limited seating. People wanting to
attend the concerts should get a
wristband at the tent near Elitch
Arena. Wristbands are dispensed on
a first-come, first-served basis and
authorize wearers to enter the concert.
Of course, food is available at
Elitch Gardens. From J.M. Mulvihill’s
Pub, a sports bar, to the Chicken
Shack, there are a variety of food
selections. Rustlers Food Court has a
choice of fast-food menus. Elitch’s
Original Pizza Company offers pizza
and the Hollywood Diner is a 50sstyle diner. Orchard Café, Boardwalk
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Food Court and Island
Breeze are other choices.
Snack stands offer ice
cream and snacks.
The park doesn’t
permit outside food to
be brought in.
From its small
beginnings as a privatelyowned recreation area,
Elitch Gardens added more
attractions as attendance
grew. Denver’s first movie
theater was at the gardens.
A roller coaster and a
summer stock theater
were added. A hand-carved
wooden carousel was
added in 1907, replaced by
a new, larger Philadelphia
Toboggan Company
carousel in 1928, which
is still in the park.
For 98 years the amusement park operated at its
original site before being
relocated to downtown
Denver. The park closed at
the end of the 1994 season
and rides were dismantled,
moved and reassembled
at the new site.
Since the move, more
Photo courtesy Elitch Gardens
rides were added and the
People who like an old-fashioned wooden roller coaster can
park’s name changed a few
ride Twister II at Elitch Gardens. It has a 90-foot drop.
times, but has returned to
Information, Tickets and Registration
its original name.
for discounted tickets once the
For information about Elitch
season begins.
Gardens, call 303-595-4386 or go
And remember, May 1 is “Joining
online at http://www.elitchgardens.com.
Regular park admission is
Forces Day,” when an admission ticket
$40.99 for people taller than 48
is $23, sold only at ITR and ITT
inches. Visitors under 48-inches tall
offices. Parking vouchers are also
are charged $34.99. Children under
available for $10.
3 are admitted free. A single season
To reach Elitch Gardens, take
pass right now is selling for $54.99,
Interstate-25 north to Denver and
which entitles ticket holders to
take Exit 212A. The park is at
unlimited visits throughout the season. 2000 Elitch Circle.
Check with Fort Carson’s
Parking is $12 on site.

Just the Facts
• TRAVEL TIME — an hour
• FOR AGES — anyone
• TYPE — amusement park
• FUN FACTOR — ★★★★★

(Out of 5 stars)

• WALLET DAMAGE — $$$$$
$ = less than $20
$$ = $21 t o $40
$$$ = $41 t o $60
$$$$ = $61 t o $80
$$$$$ = $81 t o $100
(BASED ON A FAMILY OF FOUR)

Photo courtesy Elitch Gardens

The Flying Coaster takes four passengers in gondolas for an exciting ride at
Elitch Gardens in Denver.

Places to see in the
Pikes Peak area.
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Pikes Peak Center
Keith Emerson and Greg Lake present a concert, “The Music of Emerson, Lake and Palmer,”
Wednesday at7 p.m. in the Pikes Peak Center.
The Goo Goo Dolls will be in the Pikes
Peak Center May 24 at 7:30 p.m.
“The Wizard of Oz” is at the Pikes
Peak Center at 7:30 p.m. May 19-20.
Call 520-SHOW for information or visit
http://www.pikespeakcenter.com for information.

World Arena events
Country duo Sugarland makes a stop at
Colorado Springs World Arena during its “The
Incredible Machine” tour May 8. Tickets are
on sale at TicketsWest outlets, including the
World Arena box office, King Soopers or
online at http://www.worldarena.com.
The World Famous Lipizzaner Stallions
perform in the World Arena May 16 at 2 and 6 p.m.
Carrie Underwood will be in the World Arena
June 4 at 7:30 p.m. Inquire about tickets at 520SHOW or online at http://www.ticketswest.com.
More information is at http://www.worldarena.com.
Ringling Bros. Barnum & Bailey will be
in the World Arena June 10-13.

Denver museum
The Denver Museum of Nature and
Science, 2001 Colorado Blvd., has “Body
Worlds and the Story of the Heart” in the
museum through July 18. Dr. Gunter von
Hagens’ exhibit allows people to learn
about the heart by viewing preserved human
bodies. Admission to the exhibit is $25.50
for adults, $16 for ages 13-18, with a
reserved time. Tickets include general
museum admission; call 303-370-6000.
Special exhibits have an additional
fee. Denver Museum of Nature and Science
is in Denver’s City Park, near the corner
of North Colorado Boulevard and
Montview Street.

Free entry to national parks
Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar and
National Park Service Director Jon Jarvis
authorized free entrance to national parks
during National Park Week, which ends
Sunday. National parks in the area include
Bent’s Fort, Florissant Fossil Beds and the
Great Sand Dunes National Park. There are
other national parks in Colorado; go online
to http://www.nps.org.

Philharmonic
In a Philharmonic Kids Concert Sunday
at 2:30 p.m., children will join the orchestra
in finding out who might have killed the
composer in “Lemony Snicket: The Composer
is Dead.” Tickets are $9-$16 at 520-SHOW
or at the Pikes Peak Center box office.
Preconcert activities begin at 1:30 p.m. in the
Pikes Peak Center, 190 S. Cascade Ave.

Sky Sox to honor Fort Carson
The Sky Sox triple-A baseball team
honors Fort Carson with an appreciation
day May 14. Vouchers are available at
Information, Tickets and Registration for
military identification cardholders. Vouchers
must be exchanged for tickets at the Sky
Sox box office at Security Service Field,

The tools needed
to restore disaster-ravaged lives
aren’t always hammers
and nails.

The hurt of disaster cuts much deeper
than the eye can see. That’s why a caring touch
and understanding can sometimes be the most powerful tools of all.
When lives need rebuilding, The Salvation Army knows it takes much more
than the tools that come from the hardware store...it takes the tools that come
from the heart. So please give generously. Call 1-800-SAL-ARMY,
donate on-line or send your monetary contribution to:
National Disaster Fund
The Salvation Army National Headquarters
615 Slaters Lane Alexandria, VA 22313
W W W. S A LVAT I O N A R M Y U S A . O R G • N E E D K N O W S N O S E A S O N

4385 Tutt Blvd., east of Powers Boulevard.
Other military appreciation days are June 2,
July 21 and Aug. 11.

Melodrama
The Iron Springs Chateau opens its 50th
year with “Yo-Ho-Ho and a Barrel of Fun!”
A family-style dinner and old-fashioned
melodrama is presented Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays with
dinner at 6 p.m. and the show at 8 p.m.
Until May 1, a special offer includes dinner
and show for two people or show only
for four adults for $50. Regular price is
$29.50 for dinner and show and $15.50 for
show only. Call 685-5104 or 685-5572
for reservations. The Iron Springs Chateau
is at 444 Ruxton Ave., in Manitou Springs,
near the Pikes Peak Cog Railway.

Armed Forces concert
The Air Force Academy Band will present
an Armed Forces Day Concert May 11 at 7:30
p.m. in the Pikes Peak Center. Tickets are
required but are free and can be picked up at
the Pikes Peak Center box office after May 1.

Theatreworks
“Arsenic and Old Lace” is presented in
the Dusty Loo Bon Vivant Theater at the
University of Colorado at Colorado Springs
through May 16. Performances are at 7:30
p.m. Thursdays-Saturdays, and at 4 p.m.
Sundays.through May 16. Call 255-3232 or
go online at http://www.TheatreworksCS.org.
— Compiled by Nel Lampe
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Spring Shower

PROUDLY SERVING OUR MILITARY SINCE 1991 - 17 STORE LOCATIONS NATIONWIDE

O F

S A V I N G S

Your Incredible Credit Store®

GREAT DEAL! TWO ROOMS
COMPLETE TEN PIECE
FURNITURE PACKAGE!!
2 ROOMS OF FURNITURE
10 PIECE PACKAGE
This 10 piece package offers comfort with a stylish
contemporary design. Includes sofa and loveseat
paired exquisitely with cocktail table and two end
tables as well as a beautiful dining table and 4
chairs. Additional chairs sold separately.

GREAT
PRICE
MILITARY AND GOVERMENT EMPLOYEES
AUTOMATICALLY APPROVED FOR CREDIT!

57

$

Twice monthly*

NO CREDIT? BAD CREDIT? NO PROBLEM! WHY RENT
WHEN YOU CAN OWN? SUPERIOR CUSTOMER SERVICE
QUALITY MERCHANDISE | IMMEDIATE DELIVERY | ALLOTMENT
EXPERTS | POWER OF ATTORNEY ACCEPTED

7 PIECE
BEDROOM
PACKAGE
Classically styled 7 piece package which includes a TV chest,
dresser, queen bed, mirror and nightstand featuring wood
construction with rift cut oak veneers, warm autumn oak ﬁnish,
pewter hardware, bun feet and an arched tri-panel bed.

50

$

Twice monthly*

BRAND NAME TVS AND COMPUTERS
Starting At

34

$

Twice
monthly*

SAMSUNG, SONY, PANASONIC,
TOSHIBA, MAGNAVOX, LG,
ASUS, APPLE, HP AND ACER

TIRES & RIMS
SPECIAL PRICES
ON TIRES
AND RIMS!
See Store for Details.

GAMING SYSTEMS
Starting At

16

$

Twice
monthly*

XBOX 360 Elite ,
PLAYSTATION,, Wii

YOUR INCREDIBLE CREDIT STORE®
MISSION TRACE SHOPPING CENTER
3001 SOUTH ACADEMY BLVD
COLORADO SPRINGS, CO
719-392-2797 / 866-389-3865
STORE HOURS: M-F 10AM-9PM
SAT 10AM-8PM • SUN 12PM-5PM
Credit approved online or by phone in minutes!

www.usadiscounters.net

CHECK OUT OUR
®

IN OUR
COLORADO SPRINGS STORE
Check out our internet specials

*Limited quantities available. Lower ﬁnancing rates may apply in your state. Other merchandise available with lower payments and other ﬁnancing terms are available starting at 11.99% APR. Payments listed are based on zero down payment at 19.99% APR for 24 months
with approved credit, taxes and any delivery and installation charges not included. To calculate the total cost of ﬁnancing simply multiply the payment amount by 48 . Items shown may not represent items in stock. Limited time offer. No substitutions. See Store for details.

YOU ARE AUTOMATICALLY APPROVED FOR CREDIT AT USA DISCOUNTERS IF YOU ARE ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY OR A GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE.

