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Word of the month: Strength

Welcome
home
Right: Soldiers from the 4th Brigade Combat
Team, 4th Infantry Division, grab their gear
after the conclusion of the welcome home
ceremony held at the Special Events Center
May 3. Below: A Family reunites at the welcome
home ceremony. For more on the welcome
home see page 11.

Photos by Geoffrey Roper

Medic receives
Chiarelli
visits WTU Purple Heart
Story and photo by Rick Emert
Mountaineer staff
The Army’s vice chief of staff, the
commander of the Warrior Transition
Command and three congressmen
visited Fort Carson’s Warrior
Transition Unit Monday.
Gen. Peter W. Chiarelli, Brig. Gen.
Gary Cheek, Sen. Mark Udall and
Rep. Doug Lamborn from Colorado
and Rep. Norm Dicks from
Washington met with WTU leadership
and Soldiers before holding a press
conference for local and regional
media at the Soldier and Family
Assistance Center.
In a statement to the press, Udall
acknowledged “the great strides the
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Army has made over the last couple
years as it provides care for our
Soldiers, especially those Soldiers
who are suffering from PTSD (posttraumatic stress disorder) or TBI
(traumatic brain injury). I’ve seen it
firsthand. These are Soldiers who have
significant medical challenges, and
we’re going to continue to learn how to
best care for them.”
He added that he wanted to be sure
the Army had all of the resources it
needed to care for wounded warriors
and addressed an already-planned
inspector general visit set for mid-May
and called for Fort Carson to join other
installations in a pilot program that allows
See Visit on page 4

Story and photo by
Devin Fisher
Mountaineer staff
A Fort Carson Soldier who
received a Purple Heart medal April
30 epitomizes what the Army knows
and expects of its combat medics, said
the assistant surgeon general for
Warrior Care and Transition.
Spc. Robert L. Hunt, a Fort
Carson Medical Department Activity
emergency room medic, received the
award at McMahon Auditorium from
Brig. Gen. Gary H. Cheek, who
praised the Soldier for treating his
fellow warriors after he was injured.
“One of the Army values we hold
so dear is selfless service,” said Cheek,

who also serves as the commanding
general of the Warrior Transition
Command. “There is no greater way to
demonstrate that selfless service than
by taking care of others first, when
you, yourself need attention.”
While serving as a line medic with
the 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry
Regiment, 25th Infantry Division, in
Iraq, Hunt’s vehicle was hit by a rocketpropelled grenade while on a combat
patrol. Despite suffering seconddegree burns to his face and lips and a
perforated ear drum, Hunt treated his
platoon sergeant to stop the bleeding
from his neck and his gunner who
received shrapnel to his armpit area
See Medal on page 3
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2010 Military Spouse Appreciation Day
Every year, the Friday before Mother’s Day is designated
as Military Spouse Appreciation Day. This year’s celebration
on May 7 is a time to recognize and applaud the selfless
contributions and daily sacrifices our Army spouses make.
Army life is challenging. The heart and stamina of
our spouses are the core of the Army Family and provide
an essential source of strength to our Soldiers. Spouses
routinely put the welfare of their Soldier, Family and
Nation above their own. We are proud of all Army spouses
and salute your efforts.
For 235 years, Army spouses have supported their Soldier
in the field and on the home front. An Army spouse’s mission
often requires making everyday decisions to support the
household while your partner serves our Nation. You do so as
mothers, fathers, Soldiers, careerists and community leaders.
After almost a decade at war and multiple deployments, we
recognize your unconditional support for America’s Army.
This selfless and unwavering dedication is critical to the
individual Family and to the entire Army Family.
At this time, we would like to especially recognize our

surviving spouses. Their loved ones made the ultimate
sacrifice on behalf of a grateful Nation. It is they who
carry on with a devotion to their Families and our Nation,
beyond their period of grief and sorrow. They know,
firsthand, the cost of freedom.
The Army Family Covenant is our commitment to the
quality of life of our Soldiers and their Families. We are
striving to enhance Family support and readiness through
funding of programs, better health care, housing, schools,
youth services, child care, education and employment
opportunities. We are absolutely committed to fulfilling
the promises of the Army Family Covenant.
This year and every year, we extend our heartfelt
thanks to all Army spouses and honor your continued
strength and undaunted courage. You are all a living
testament to the spirit of sacrifice, patriotism and altruism
that is at the heart of the United States Army. You serve
as an inspiration for all of us during these challenging
times. We thank you for the unconditional love and support
that make your Family and our Soldiers Army Strong!

FMWRC asks spouses
to share opinions
Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation Command
WASHINGTON — The U.S. Army recently sent
out the 2010 Survey of Army Families VI to a random
selection of 75,000 civilian Active Army spouses in order
to assess the support provided to Families and Soldiers
during these past nine years of persistent conflict.
Army leadership will use the survey results to plan,
formulate and improve policies and programs which benefit
Army Families. For example, results from previous surveys
of Army Families have helped the Army design family
readiness groups and improve Family and Morale,
Welfare and Recreation programs.
This year’s focus is the impact deployments have on
Army Families.
“Multiple deployments during this time of persistent
conflict may have changed the needs of our Soldiers
and their Family members. We must hear from our
customers in order to make the best informed decisions
for the Army, our Soldiers and their Families,” said
Joseph Rayzor, FMWRC marketing director.

Spouses that have been selected should have
received a printed survey in the mail. If you have been
selected to take the SAF VI, please take a minute to
complete this important survey.
“Your voice is extremely important. As a spouse
randomly selected to participate in this survey, you
will ... not only be speaking for yourself, you’ll
be representing many other Army spouses,”
Rayzor said.
To keep the survey as scientifically accurate as
possible, only those selected during the random sampling
will be able to participate in the survey.
Spouses not selected for the survey that wish to
provide comments, suggestions or critiques of support
programming are encouraged to use their spouse’s chain
of command, participate in the AFAP process, or speak to
their local Family Support Group or Army Community
Service directors to learn how to direct their comments
to the appropriate agency.
For more information, visit http://saf.armymwr.com/
or e-mail support@safvi.net.
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Medal
from page 1

Spc. Robert L. Hunt, Fort Carson Medical Department Activity, and Sgt. Patrick Forbes, Brigade
Surgeon’s Office, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, share a heartfelt moment following
Hunt receiving the Purple Heart medal April 30 at McMahon Auditorium. Hunt and Forbes were
deployed together as line medics when Hunt's vehicle was hit by a rocket-propelled grenade.

while en route to the battalion’s
aid station, according to the
award citation. Following care
at the aid station, Hunt returned
to his duties as a line medic
caring for his fellow Soldiers.
“To present any Soldier with
a Purple Heart is a great honor,”
Cheek said in a press conference
following the ceremony, but he
noted it was special to present
Hunt with the medal.
“He is right there at the
very edge of the fight, the
pointy end of the sphere, in
harm’s way with the Soldiers
who defended our nation and,
when the tough times come —
the bullets fly and he’s wounded
in the process, he puts that aside
and takes care of his fellow
Soldiers,” Cheek said. “What a
mark of a great Soldier ... he
really upheld the great traditions
for the many medics who have
gone before him.”
While being presented the
award reminded Hunt of all the
training it took to become a
combat medic, his thoughts
were with those killed in action

Hunt
who never received their Purple
Heart medals.
“What (receiving this
medal) really means to me is
that I get to accept an award
today that many others didn’t
get to see,” Hunt said. “Their
Families got it instead. I accept
it for them, not for myself.”
He said his training “just
kicked in” when his vehicle
was attacked.
“I played my role as a
medic ... and other medics will
tell you, any time there is an
explosion you are not thinking
of yourself ” but about fellow
Soldiers, Hunt said.
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Soldiers to seek help for alcohol abuse
without notifying their leadership.
The Army IG is currently
visiting other WTUs across the
Army to inspect the processes
within the units, Chiarelli said.
He said that tools such as IG
inspections and surveys help the
Army continue to look at and
revise the way it treats its warwounded Soldiers.
“We’re doing our best to learn,
and we will continue to learn and
see if we’ve got these issues in
other locations,” Chiarelli said.
“These are very complicated cases,
and I will tell you, if you look
across (the Army) — and we do

this every single month — 82
percent of the Soldiers who go
through our WTUs indicate they
have a positive experience.
“We’re going to try our
darnedest to get better than that, but I
don’t think we’ll ever get up to 100
percent, because of the complexity of
the cases we are talking about here.”
Three former and current
wounded warriors spoke at the
press conference to relay their
experiences in the WTU, including
Sgt.
Jerrald
Jensen,
3rd
Squadron, 61st Cavalry Regiment,
4th Brigade Combat Team, 4th
Infantry Division.
“(I wanted to) put a little more
positive light on the experience I
had here at the WTU,” Jensen said.
“If it wasn’t for them, I would not

have been able to return to duty,
which was my ultimate goal.”
Jensen was seriously injured by
a roadside bomb while deployed to
Iraq in 2007.
“I spent 2 1/2 years recovering
(in the WTU) and made this last
deployment with my unit. I’m proud
to serve, and I’ll continue to serve as
long as my body will allow me,”
Jensen said.
Chiarelli said one purpose of his
visit was to thank the leadership and
cadre of Fort Carson’s WTU.
“I happen to believe that this is
one of our top WTUs. They’ve
worked very, very hard. They’ve got
an absolutely outstanding command
team out here,” he said. “I just wanted
to talk to them, tell them they have
all my confidence in the world.”

Chiarelli
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Spouses receive Iraqi cultural awareness
Story and photos by
Geoffrey Roper
Mountaineer staff

husband about what she learned.
“The knowledge of how their
culture (works) — making sure to
get that information to my husband
The spouses of deployed
and saying ‘don’t do this, but do
Soldiers learned about the history
that,’” said Smith.
and culture of Iraq, during a
Azim said having a cultural
cultural awareness class held at Fort
awareness of Iraq can lead to five
Carson April 15, as a way of better
main objectives — it will help win
understanding what their Soldiers
the trust of the people the Soldiers
face during deployment.
are protecting, help gather intelliThe spouses were educated about
gence, make friends, provide a
traditions, food, customs and imporcommon ground of understanding,
tant points in the region’s history.
and will make the Soldiers’ and
Al Azim, cultural political
spouses’ roles easier.
adviser, 4th Infantry Division, led Al Azim, division cultural political adviser, 4th Infantry Division, speaks to a group of deployed
“I am hoping they understand
the class with the hope that spouses Soldiers’ spouses during a cultural awareness class held April 15.
how important their (Soldiers) are to
would gain a better understanding
us and to the Iraqi people, to (see
of not only the region, but the people of foundation. To win the support of the mean completely different things in them) as Soldiers, and to (see) the Iraqi
Iraq as well; a people comprised of Iraqi people, we must look at the world both cultures and can quickly make a people as people.
peaceful situation dangerous.
many nationalities and tribes, thanks from their cultural foundation.”
During the class, spouses also had
Azim said he feels that by
In Iraq, to show the bottom of one’s a chance to eat traditional Middle
to a long history of conquests and
educating spouses about Iraq, they can feet is considered an insult, as is not Eastern foods and watch a presentation
assimilation.
Many ancient cultures once occu- not only value the role their Soldier filling a glass of tea to the very top. of an authentic belly dancer.
pied this land, a part of the Middle East plays, but also be better prepared These things seem minor to an
Azim ended the class by asking
known as the “cradle of civilization.” mentally for that Soldier’s deployment. American, but not to an Iraqi.
the spouses to continue educating
“If the Family members don’t
Not filling the glass to the top themselves by visiting local libraries
From the Mesopotamians and
Sumerians, to the Romans and understand what their Soldiers have to when someone visits you is a gesture and learning as much as they can about
Persians, famous leaders such as go through in Iraq, they would be more that means you want a person to leave, Iraq, its people and its culture.
Nebuchadnezzar and Alexander the worried. But by seeing what (they are) and is a slight that many Soldiers may
He said with this knowledge spouses
doing over there, they will appreciate not know about when visiting the can empower both themselves and their
Great once ruled over its people.
During the presentation, Azim what (they are) doing (even more),” homes of Iraqis.
Soldiers, something that can eventually
Azim said spouses could help lead to a better understanding between
showed a slide that stated, “We have to said Azim.
The class also educated spouses educate their Soldiers by learning as the two cultures.
convince them that we are there to help,
but to do so we must know their culture. about the differences in perception much as possible about the differences
The next Iraqi cultural awareness
It is easy to win the war. It is not easy to between American culture and Iraqi and passing that knowledge along.
class is planned for some time after
Sandra Smith, who attended the May. To attend or for more information
win the support of the Iraqi people. We culture. Azim said things as simple as
look at the world from our own cultural hand signals and body language can class, said she plans to speak to her on future classes, call Azim at 503-0145.
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Miscellaneous
Professional development presentation on transition
— The Army Career and Alumni Program sponsors a
“Marketing Yourself for a Second Career” lecture June 4
from 9-11:30 a.m. in building 118, room 133. Presented
by The Military Officers Association of America, the
lecture is geared to servicemembers contemplating
retirement in one-five years. The lecture will be given by
Air Force retired Col. Dan Koslov, now a deputy
director of transition services on MOAA’s national staff.
The presentation, given annually at more than 150
military installations worldwide, includes comprehensive information on the retirement decision itself,
employer perceptions, resumes, job search, networking,
career fairs, interview techniques, salary negotiation,
benefits packages and the current job market. Though
geared toward officers and senior enlisted, all ranks
and spouses are welcome. A free copy of the lecture’s
companion book will be provided to each attendee. To
register, contact ACAP at 526-1001/1002.
Army Learning Center — is open MondaysThursdays 9 a.m.-2 p.m. and Fridays 9 a.m.-5 p.m. The
center features 50 computers and academic and
technical support personnel who provide assistance.
The learning center is used for the General Technical
Preparation classes — for Soldiers who want to improve
their GT scores of at least 99 — conducted MondaysThursdays from 9 a.m.-noon and 1-4 p.m. and for
walk-in use. The center is located in the education
center, building 1117, on the corner of Specker Avenue
and Ellis Street. For more information call 526-2124.
Basic Skills Education Program — The education
center offers the BSEP Mondays-Thursdays from 9
a.m.-noon for Soldiers with a general technical score
below 100 who are interested in improving their
vocabulary, paragraph comprehension and arithmetic
reasoning skills. After completion, many Soldiers
attend the GT Preparation Class and then retake their
Armed Forces Classification Test to raise their GT
score. Classes begin every Monday at the education
center, building 1117, on the corner of Specker Avenue
and Ellis Street. Call 526-2124 for more information.
Property Accountability Recovery Team — can accept
excess items to reduce the burden on unit supply personnel. Unit turn-ins require a Department of Defense
Activity Address Code for processing. Certain restrictions apply by class of supply. Contact Barrett Skaggs at
526-0678/2713 to set up an appointment to see how
PART can assist. PART also stocks new and used
serviceable items that are free issue to whoever needs
them; check stock frequently as the inventory changes.
If PART doesn’t have a desired item, contact Steve
Lynch at steven.t.lynch@conus.army.mil who can check
availability at other installations. Located in the east end
of building 8030 near the loading dock, the PART office
is open Mondays-Fridays from 7 a.m.-3 p.m. No
personal vehicles are allowed in the motor pool area.
Officer Candidate School packets — must be turned
in at building 1218, room 158, by June 7 to be
considered by the local board. Packets will be
consolidated and those meeting all eligibility
requirements will be scheduled for the local OCS board
held June 16. Approved packets will be forwarded
to U.S. Army Human Resources Command for
approval. For more information call Thomas Grady,
chief of Personnel Actions Section, at 526-3953/3947.
U.S. Army Warrant Officer Association — Pikes
Peak Silver Chapter meets at noon Thursday at the
Raider Dining Facility, building 2330. All warrant
officers — active, retired and former — are invited to
attend. For more information visit the chapter Web
site at http://www.pikespeakwoa.org.
Casualty Assistance Center — provides training
upon request for units, family readiness groups, care
teams and other interested parties regarding casualty
operations, personal effects, predeployment
preparedness, estate planning and more. Call Jean
Graves at 526-5613 or e-mail carsdhrmpdcasualty
@conus.army.mil for more information.
U.S. Military Motorcycle Mentorship Program — is
open to servicemembers, veterans, Family members,
Department of Defense civilian employees and

contractors. The group meets Wednesdays at 11:30 a.m.
at Alternate Escapes to socialize, learn mentorship
principles and organize rides. Motorcycles must be
registered on post to join. For more information,
contact Terry Mullins at 526-4103 or 338-2585.
DPW services — The Directorate of Public Works is
responsible for a wide variety of services on Fort
Carson. Services range from repair and maintenance of
facilities to equipping units with a sweeper and cleaning
motor pools. Listed below are phone numbers and
points of contact for services:
• Facility repair/service orders — KIRA service
order desk can be reached at 526-5345. Use this number
for emergencies or routine tasks.
• Refuse/trash — Call Eric Bailey at 526-5898
when needing trash containers, trash is overflowing or
emergency service is required.
• Facility custodial services — Call H.D.
“Woody” Wood at 526-1854 for service needs or
to report complaints.
• Elevator maintenance — Call Sharon Gayle at
526-1695.
• Motor pool sludge removal/disposal — Call
Don Phillips at 526-9271.
• Repair and utility/self-help — Call Gary Grant
at 526-5844. Use this number to obtain self-help tools
and equipment or a motorized sweeper.
• Base operations contracting officer representative — Call Terry Hagen at 526-9262 for reporting
wind damage, snow removal concerns, damaged
traffic signs or other facility damage.
• Portable latrines — Call H.D. “Woody” Wood at
526-1854 to request latrines, for service or to report
damaged and overturned latrines.

Briefings
Medical Evaluation Board Outreach Briefings —
The MEB Outreach Counsel Office conducts a
briefing on the MEB/Physical Evaluation Board
processes Thursday at 10 a.m. at the new Soldier and
Family Assistance Center, building 1481, off Titus
Boulevard. Beginning in June, the briefings will be
held the first Thursday of each month at the SFAC. For
more information call Rhonda Joell at 526-9854 or
e-mail rhonda.joell@amedd.army.mil.
Casualty Notification/Assistance Officer training
— will be held May 18-21 from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. in the
Family Readiness Center, building 6237, room 104.
This training is required for all Soldiers asked to
perform this solemn duty. Per Army Regulation
600-8-1, this duty is limited to those in the ranks of
sergeant first class-command sergeant major, chief
warrant officer 2-5 and captain and above. No
reservations are required to attend training. Classes
fill up on a first-come, first-served basis. For more
information contact Jean Graves at 526-5613/5614.
Disability Evaluation System Pilot — The Medical
Evaluation Board Outreach Counsel Office conducts
briefings on the Department of Defense/Department
of Veterans Affairs Disability Evaluation System
Pilot the first Thursday of each month at 10 a.m. in
the Soldier and Family Assistance Center, building
1039. The pilot is a test of a new process designed to
eliminate the duplicative, time-consuming and often
confusing elements of the two current disability
processes of the departments. Key features of the
DES pilot include one medical examination and a
single-sourced disability rating. For more information
call Rhonda Joell, MEB paralegal, at 526-9854.
Reassignment briefings — are held Tuesdays for
Soldiers heading overseas and Thursdays for
personnel being reassigned stateside. The briefings are
held in building 1219, room 202A; sign in is at 6:45 a.m.
and briefings start at 7 a.m. Soldiers do not need to bring
a copy of their orders, but must bring a pen to complete
forms. Call 526-4730/4588 for more information.
Retirement briefings — are held from 8 a.m.-noon
the second and third Wednesday of each month at the
Kit Carson Neighborhood Activity Center, 4800 Harr
Ave. at McNierney Street. The Retirement Services
Office recommends spouses accompany Soldiers to
the briefing. Call 526-2840 for more information.

ETS briefing — for enlisted personnel is held the
first and third Wednesday of each month. Briefing
sign in begins at 7 a.m. at building 1219, room 202A,
on a first-come, first-served basis. Soldiers must be
within 120 days of their expiration term of service,
but must attend the briefing no later than 30 days
prior to their ETS or start date of transition leave. Call
526-2240/8458 for more information.
Army ROTC Green to Gold briefings — are held
Tuesdays at noon at the education center, building
1117, room 120. For more information, contact
University of Colorado at Colorado Springs Army
ROTC at 262-3475.
Special Forces briefings — are held Wednesdays in
building 1217, room 305, from 10-11 a.m., noon-1 p.m.
and 5-6 p.m. Soldiers must be specialist-staff sergeant
from any military occupational specialty, have a
general technical score of at least 100, be a U.S. citizen,
score 229 or higher on the Army Physical Fitness Test,
and pass a Special Forces physical. Call 524-1461 or
visit the Web site at http://www.bragg.army.mil/sorb.

Hours of Operation
Claims Office hours — are Mondays-Fridays from 9
a.m.-noon and 1-4 p.m. The Claims Office is located on
the first floor of building 6222, 1633 Mekong Street.
Claimants who receive shipments under the old system,
Full Replacement Value or Defense Personal Property
Program system, should bring their notification forms
(Department of Defense Form 1840/1840R or DP3
Form) for additionally discovered loss or damage to the
Claims Office within 70 days to receive appropriate
initial guidance. For more information call 526-1355.
Central Issue Facility regular business hours —
are listed below. Call 526-3321 to make appointments.
In-processing
Mondays-Thursdays from 7:30-10:30 a.m.
Initial issues
Mondays-Thursdays from 12:30-3 p.m.
Partial issues
Mondays-Thursdays from 12:30-3 p.m.
Cash sales/report of survey
Mondays-Thursdays from 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
Direct exchange
Mondays-Thursdays from 12:30-3 p.m.
Partial turn-ins
Mondays-Thursdays from 12:30-3 p.m.
Full turn-ins
Mondays-Thursdays from 7:30-10:30 a.m.
Unit issues and turn-ins
Call 526-5512/6477 for approval.
DFAC hours — Fort Carson dining facilities operate
under the following hours:
• Wolf — Monday-Friday, 6:45-9 a.m. (breakfast),
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. (lunch) and 5-6:30 p.m. (dinner).
Saturday and Sunday, 7:30-9 a.m. (breakfast), 11:30
a.m.-1 p.m. (lunch) and 5-6:30 p.m. (dinner).
• 10th SFG (A) — Mondays-Thursdays, 7-9 a.m.
(breakfast), 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. (lunch) and 5-6:30 p.m.
(dinner). Fridays, 7-9 a.m. (breakfast), 11:30 a.m.-1
p.m. (lunch), no dinner. Closed Saturdays and Sundays.
• Butts Army Airfield — Monday-Thursday, 7-9
a.m. (breakfast), 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. (lunch) and 5-6:30
p.m. (dinner). Friday, 7-9 a.m. (breakfast), 11:30 a.m.-1
p.m. (lunch), no dinner. Closed Saturdays and Sundays.
• Raiders — Monday-Friday, 6:45-9 a.m. (breakfast), 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. (lunch) and 5-6:30 p.m. (dinner).
Thursdays, 5:30-9:30 a.m. (drive-through and grab and
go). Saturday and Sunday, 7:30-9 a.m. (breakfast),
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. (lunch) and 5-6:30 p.m. (dinner).
Education Center hours of operation — The
Mountain Post Training and Education Center, building
1117, 526-2124, hours are as follows:
BOSS meetings
are held the first and
third Wednesday of
each
month
at
Alternate Escapes at 10
a.m. For information,
call 524-BOSS.
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3rd BCT exceeds re-enlistment goal
Story and photo by
Pfc. Khori Johnson
3rd Brigade Combat Team Public
Affairs Office, 4th Infantry Division
CAMP BUEHRING, Kuwait —
The 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 4th
Infantry Division, exceeded its
re-enlistment goal for the fiscal year
as Col. James Rainey, brigade
commander, led 47 Soldiers in the

enlistment oath during a ceremony at
Camp Buehring, April 9.
The “Iron” Brigade surpassed its
re-enlistment goal of 417 Soldiers, well
ahead of its Sept. 31 deadline. When
the formation of Soldiers recited the
enlistment oath in front of the audience
of 3rd BCT Soldiers, they brought the
brigade’s total re-enlistments to 420,
said Sgt. 1st Class Gregory Zielsdorf,
brigade senior career counselor,

Headquarters and Headquarters Troop,
3rd Special Troops Battalion, 3rd BCT.
While surpassing the re-enlistment
goal was a significant accomplishment,
the ceremony also highlighted the close
bond among 3rd BCT Soldiers.
“What makes this ceremony so
special is that it is in Kuwait,” said
Command Sgt. Maj. Miles Wilson,
brigade command sergeant major, 3rd
BCT. “So these Soldiers, in spite of

Col. James Rainey, commander, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, leads 47 Soldiers in the enlistment oath
during a re-enlistment ceremony at Camp Buehring, April 4. This ceremony signified the “Iron” Brigade surpassing its
re-enlistment goal of 417 well ahead of the Sept. 31 deadline.

being here, in spite of being away
from their Families, and in spite of
these 12 months, are showing that
they love the Army, they love this unit,
they love their country and they love
their battle buddies.”
Soldiers were given the option with
their re-enlistment contracts to be
transferred to another unit or to stay
with the 3rd BCT. Most Soldiers chose
to stay under the leadership of the Iron
Brigade, said Zielsdorf.
“That shows that the brigade has a
very good command climate,” he said.
“If Soldiers enjoy where they are, then
they will want to stay.”
Other Soldiers expressed their
desire to stay with the brigade due to
the bond they have with their fellow
Soldiers, said Zielsdorf.
“I’m a family-oriented person, and
this brigade is a family,” said Staff Sgt.
Bob Chatmon, cannon crew member,
Headquarters and Headquarters
Battery, 3rd Battalion, 29th Field
Artillery Regiment, 3rd BCT.
Along with the family-like environment within the Iron Brigade, many
Soldiers re-enlisted simply because
they love their jobs.
“I’ve been doing this for 10 years,
and I enjoy what I do,” said Staff Sgt.
Ricky Seymour, cannon crew member,
Battery B, 3rd Bn., 29th FA Reg.
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FRG ‘walks to
Afghanistan’
by Staff Sgt. Ronny Smith
43rd Sustainment Brigade
Public Affairs Office
Friends, Families and family
readiness group members for the
43rd Sustainment Brigade met April
17 at Ironhorse Park to participate in
a Walk to Afghanistan and Back.
Afghanistan is approximately
7,370 miles from Colorado
Springs. The walk is meant to show
support for the Soldiers deployed
downrange.
Family members and friends,
as well as schools from several
states including Carson Middle
School, also participated in the
12-mile trek.
Kimiko Alexander, the family
readiness support assistant, whose
husband, Sgt. Josh Alexander,
serves as a mechanic with the 59th
Quartermaster Company, read
about a similar event in an article
she had read, and thought it would
be a great idea to show support for
not only the deployed 43rd SB
Soldiers, but for all Soldiers.

“It’s a way to show Families
and Soldiers that they are not
forgotten, and that we care here at
the homefront; we walk or run,
whether wet, cold or exhausted,”
said Jena Mullican, wife of Chief
Warrant Officer 2 Scot Mullican,
a communication technician with
the 43rd SB.
The 35 participants April 17
and other participants from various
locations combined to complete
638.27 miles. A total is calculated
on the f irst Wednesday of
the month.
“We also total amounts
whether a person is out cutting the
grass, playing sports such as baseball, swimming or even bowling, we
have a conversion chart which
aides in gathering data to convert
into miles,” said Kimiko.
The next mile walk is slated
for May 15, possibly at Cheyenne
State Park. The cost is free
and anyone in the Fort Carson
community is welcome to join.
For more information, contact
kimiko.alexander@us.army.mil.

Soldiers hang up berets
Mountaineer staff
Eight Fort Carson Soldiers were
honored for their service to the nation
during a retirement ceremony April 28
on Manhart Field.
Soldiers, Family and friends
gathered to celebrate the closing
moments of the Soldiers’ Army
careers as they were presented their
final military decorations and U.S.
flags that had been flown over the
Mountain Post headquarters. The
Soldiers’ spouses received certificates
of appreciation and a rose in
recognition of their service.
Those retiring were:
• 1st Sgt. Daniel E. White, Evans
Army Community Hospital
•

Master Sgt. Charles E. Alden, U.S.
Army Recruiting Battalion —
Denver
• Master Sgt. Curtis R. Lewis II,
43rd Sustainment Brigade
• Sgt. 1st Class Mike Cantu, 1st
Special Troops Battalion, 1st
Brigade Combat Team, 4th
Infantry Division
• Sgt. 1st Class Lee G. Brady,
Headquarters and Headquarters
Troop, 2nd BCT, 4th Inf. Div.
• Staff Sgt. Kenneth A. Lewis, 2nd
Battalion, 8th Infantry Regiment,
2nd BCT, 4th Inf. Div.
• Sgt. Randall R. Bilyeu, 204th
Brigade Support Battalion, 2nd
BCT, 4th Inf. Div.
• Sgt. Shawn M.
Lengeman, Warrior
Transition Battalion
The next Fort Carson
monthly post retirement
ceremony takes
place May 26
at 10 a.m. on
Manhart Field.
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3rd BCT moving it out
Story and photo by Pfc. DeAngelo Wells
3rd Brigade Combat Team Public Affairs Office,
4th Infantry Division
CAMP ARIFJAN, Kuwait — The 3rd Brigade
Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, recently ramped
up port operations for the upcoming Operation Iraqi
Freedom deployment.
Necessary equipment and supplies come into
port in Kuwait, are moved out to Camp Buehring,
Kuwait, and then to Contingency Operating Base
Adder, Iraq.
“Since March 15, the brigade has delivered about
200 pieces of essential equipment and about 200

vehicles north toward COB Adder,” said Capt. Leslie
Herrera, port operations officer-in-charge, 3rd
Special Troops Battalion, 3rd Brigade Combat Team,
4th Infantry Division.
“‘Iron’ Brigade has been moving equipment to
various Army installations in Iraq and throughout
Kuwait,” she said.
The equipment includes containers and moving
equipment as well as other mission-critical items,
such as computers and communication equipment.
Each battalion in the Iron Brigade provided officers
and Soldiers to help throughout port operations. Each
individual battalion also sent a representative to oversee
and verify that all of the equipment was shipped and

that it will make it to the correct location, said Herrera.
Port operations are run by officers, warrant
off icers and noncommissioned off icers. Each
battalion informs the port on what exactly needs to
be shipped and to where. The shipping orders are then
given to Soldiers who carry out the orders.
“We are told to get this vehicle or this equipment
on this truck once, and we get it done immediately,”
said Spc. Robert McHugh, radio operation mechanic,
Company B, 3rd STB, 3rd BCT, 4th Inf. Div.
“So far the unit has been doing well. There have
been no significant issues or problems with equipment
being left behind or not making it to the required
location,” said Herrera.

Soldiers
assigned to the
3rd Special
Troops Battalion,
3rd Brigade
Combat Team,
4th Infantry
Division, stack
medical vehicles
in preparation
to have them
loaded onto a
trailer during
port operations
March 30 at
Camp Arifjan,
Kuwait.

:HVSHFLDOL]HLQIXO¿OOLQJWKHXQLTXHQHHGVRIFKLOGUHQ
2XUSUDFWLFHLVIXOO\HTXLSSHGZLWKWKHPRVWUHFHQWWHFKQRORJ\LQFOXGLQJ
'LJLWDO5DGLRJUDSK\79VRQWKHFHLOLQJLQWKHWUHDWPHQWURRPV
(OHFWURQLF5HFRUGV
For your child’s comfort we offer:
1LWURXV2[LGH ³+DSS\*DV´ 2UDOFRQVFLRXVVHGDWLRQ
&RQYHQLHQWORFDWLRQQH[WWR3HQURVH6W)UDQFLV
IRUWUHDWPHQWXQGHUJHQHUDODQHVWKHVLD

NOW WELCOMING
NEW PATIENTS!
:HZLOOJODGO\¿OH
your insurance claims for you.
We are a preferred provider for
many dental plans including:

Free Consultation

Affordable Financing Options

DOUGLAS J. RASKIN, M.D., D.M.D
Baylor, Harvard & Stanford Trained
Certified by American Board of Plastic Surgery

+-.#//..++/;$F_a[iF[Wa7l[$"Ik_j[(&/
^ec[$fY_ioi$d[j%tZ`h[cW_b0cZZcZ6fY_ioi$d[j

6071 East Woodmen Road, Suite 200

d.
Blv

t Breast Enlargement
t Breast Lift
t Tummy Tuck
t Liposuction

rs
we
Po

Ask about our Military Discount

Andrea D’Addario D.M.D.

N.

ARE YOU CONSIDERING
PLASTIC SURGERY?

8QLWHG&RQFRUGLD
7UL&DUH
'HOWD'HQWDO
0DQ\2WKHUV

(second floor of the NorthCare bldg of Penrose-St. Francis Medical Center)

Colorado Springs, CO 80923

719.638.7673 (RMPD)

E. Woodmen Rd.
E. Woodmen Rd.

www.rockymountainpediatricdentistry.com

3OHDVHJLYHXVDFDOOWRVFKHGXOHWRGD\

May 7, 2010 — MOUNTAINEER

11

Soldiers from
the 4th Brigade
Combat Team,
4th Infantry
Division, line
up during the
welcome home
ceremony held
at the Special
Events Center
April 28.

Welcome home 4th BCT Soldiers
Story and photos by Geoffrey Roper
Mountaineer staff
Fort Carson welcomed home the
first two waves of Soldiers from the
4th Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry
Division, during ceremonies held
at the Special Events Center April 28
and Monday.
The 4th BCT, 4th Inf. Div., has been
supporting Operation Enduring Freedom
in Afghanistan for the past year, assisting
the Afghanistan national army with
security, governance and peacekeeping
operations in the Kunar province.
“They operated right on the Pakistani
border in (an) incredibly challenging
and difficult environment, and today
what we are doing is welcoming
(them) home,” said Brig. Gen. James
Pasquarette, deputy commanding general
for support, 4th Inf. Div.
Many times the people who attend
these events are either Family members
or spouses of the returning Soldiers.
For single Soldiers, this can sometimes
mean they have no one waiting for them
when they get home.
This was not the case for Spc.
Jacob Bird, 4th BCT, 4th Inf. Div.,
who had a group of friends come out
to welcome him home.

Sgt. Luis Ramos,
4th Brigade
Combat Team, 4th
Infantry Division,
gets a big hug
from his daughter,
Joy, during the
welcome home
ceremony held at
the Special Events
Center April 28.

“He’s our friend and he’s a
single Soldier, and we just wanted
to come out and support him and
have someone here to welcome
him,” said Sasha Jones.
“We’re here to welcome the
first of our boys home, and
we’re really excited to have
the rest of our unit coming in
soon,” she said.
Another of Bird’s friends
said she was proud of him and all
the Soldiers who go to war.
“We’re all Family and to me,
Soldiers who can’t have people
here, I’d rather be here for them
so they’re not here alone,” said
Danielle Cantrell.
Pasquarette also said these
men were essential to the entire
Iraqi operation, and was proud to
be there when they returned.
“The 4th BCT was critical to the
whole campaign. (This) is what the
nation has asked them to do, and they’ve
performed fantastically well,” he said.
These are the first two groups of
Soldiers from the 4th BCT, 4th Inf. Div.,
to redeploy. The rest of the approximately
3,500 Soldiers from the unit will be
arriving in staggered groups through
the coming weeks.

Friends and Family
members run toward
the Soldiers from the
4th Brigade Combat
Team, 4th Infantry
Division, after they
get dismissed at the
end of the welcome
home ceremony held
at the Special Events
Center Monday.

Soldiers from the 4th Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, walk toward the
Special Events Center to take part in their welcome home ceremony held Monday.
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Young inventor designs dog washer
Story and photos by
Spc. April York
2nd Brigade Combat Team Public
Affairs Office, 4th Infantry Division
Alexander Graham Bell said it best,
“Before anything else, preparation
is the key to success.” That was
especially true for fifth-grade inventor
at Abrams Elementary School.

Britney Ganz, daughter of Staff
Sgt. Eric Ganz, a heavy construction
equipment repairer for 3rd Battalion,
16th Field Artillery Regiment,
2nd Brigade Combat Team, 4th
Infantry Division, designed a dog
washer for her school’s invention
competition. Britney’s inspiration
came from her “smelly, smelly dogs.”
She said the planning process was

Britney Ganz, a fifth-grader at Abrams Elementary School, gives her dog, Brooke, a bath
April 21 using the dog washer she invented.

critical to the success of her project.
She made her first initial sketches
while she was flying to New York
to visit family.
Danielle Ganz, Britney’s mother,
said the 10-year-old’s sketches
were detailed and even included
dimensions. Britney made out her
own list of materials and laid out
the pieces herself.
Britney said her father helped
get all the pieces of pipe together
while she applied the glue.
Britney explained how the washer
works. A dog stands in the middle
of the washer and, when the water is
turned on, it runs through the pipes
and comes out of the sprayers. These
sprayers are located at the bottom
to wash its legs and at the top to
wash its back, she said. Then the
water could be turned off while
the owner rubs in the shampoo and
back on to rinse off the dog.
“It’s going to help people because
in the tub, dogs will shake and water
goes everywhere; now they can wash
their dogs outside,” Britney said.
Her invention took second place
in her school’s competition, winning
multiple awards, medals and a trophy.
Britney was even asked to present her
invention to the school district.
“It made me really, really happy to
win,” she said. “I enjoy learning and I

Britney Ganz, a fifth-grader at Abrams
Elementary School, shows off the medals
and trophy she earned for her dog
washer invention April 21.
love school; it keeps my mind focused.”
Danielle explained that the first
dog washer was a base model and her
daughter hopes to keep improving it.
Britney has ideas on how to
improve her dog washer.
“I want to add Plexiglass all around
it and a soap dispenser,” she said.
“Britney has always been a top
achiever,” said Danielle. “Her father
and I are so proud of her; she sets her
mind to something and she does it.”

May 7, 2010 — MOUNTAINEER

13

FAR FROM HOME.
CLOSE AT HEART.
Introducing unlimited Skype-to-Skype calling to anywhere in the world from
anywhere on America’s Most Reliable Wireless Network.
Download Skype mobile™ free to select BlackBerry® and Android 3G Smartphones and
stay connected to the ones you love, across base or across the world, with unlimited
alls and IM.
Skype-to-Skype calls

BlackBerry Tour™
BUY 1 GET 1

FREE
$
99
99

$199.99 2-yr. price – $100 mail-in
rebate debit card. Add’l phone $100
2-yr. price – $100 mail-in rebate
q es a voice plan with
debit card. Requires
data pak $29.99 or higher per phone.

Droid Eris by HTC
BUY 1 GET ANY
NY

FREE
$
99
79

$179.99 2-yr. price – $100
00 mail-in rebate debit card.
Add’l phone $100 2-yr. price
rice – $100 mail-in rebate
debit card. Requires a voice
ice plan with data pak
$29.99 or higher per phone.
ne.

To show our appreciation, Verizon Wireless offers a 15% discount
to all Active, Veteran, Guard and Reserve Military Personnel.
Discount on Monthly Access on Verizon Wireless calling plans $39.99 monthly access or higher on one or two year agreements.
All phones require new 2-yr. activation. While supplies last.

When you want your 3G network to work, you want Verizon.

1.800.2.JOIN.IN
1.800.256.4646

verizonwireless.com/discount

vzw.com/storelocator

*Our Surcharges (incl. Fed. Univ. Svc. of 15.3% of interstate & int’l telecom charges (varies quarterly), 7¢ Regulatory & 92¢ Administrative/line/mo. & others by area) are not taxes (details: 1-888-684-1888); gov’t taxes & our surcharges could add
6% – 37% to your bill. Activation fee/line: $35 ($25 for secondary Family SharePlan® lines w/ 2-yr. Agmts).
IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Cust Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $175 early termination fee/line ($350 for advanced devices), up to 45¢/min after allowance & add’l charges for data sent or received. Device capabilities: Add’l charges
& conditions apply. Offers & coverage, varying by svc, not available everywhere. Max 5 lines, on same account. Network details & coverage maps at vzw.com. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 wks & expires in 12 months. While supplies last. Shipping charges may apply. All company
names, trademarks, logos & copyrights not the property of Verizon Wireless are the property of their respective owners. Skype mobile is not available on Wi-Fi, in roaming areas, or outside the U.S. Android is a trademark of Google, Inc. DROID is a trademark of Lucasfilm Ltd. and its
related companies. Used under license. © 2010 Verizon Wireless.
C1949

14 MOUNTAINEER — May 7, 2010
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Claims against the estate — With deepest regret
to the Family of Sgt. Grant A. Wichmann,
deceased. Anyone having claims against or
indebtedness to his estate should contact Capt.
Todd Martin at 860-670-5577.
Claims against the estate — With deepest regret
to the Family of Sgt. Michael K. Ingram Jr.,
deceased. Anyone having claims against or
indebtedness to his estate should contact 2nd Lt.
Leonard Christopher at 978-317-2216.
Claims against the estate — With deepest regret
to the Family of Sgt. Paul R. Mooney, deceased.
Anyone having claims against or indebtedness
to his estate should contact 1st Lt. Jesse L. Best
at 719-338-1793.
Community garden on post — Balfour Beatty
Communities is holding a meeting May 17 at 6 p.m.
at the Kit Carson Community Center, 4800
McNerney St., to discuss the possibility of creating
a community garden with its on-post residents.
Those interested in helping create a community
garden are encouraged to attend the meeting. For
more information call Kris Spiller at 719-579-1606,
ext. 256, or e-mail kspiller@bbcgrp.com.
Annual Department of the Army Survey —
Housing residents will soon receive the surveys that
serve as Balfour Beatty Communities report card
and will help them improve the quality of life for
Families living on Fort Carson. After completing
the surveys, which take a few minutes to complete,
residents can drop their survey off at any of Balfour
Beatties’ three offices for a chance to win one of
several prizes, to include tickets to Elitch Gardens,
a Blu-Ray player and a month free of rent. For more
information call Kris Spiller at 719-579-1606, ext.
256, or e-mail kspiller@bbcgrp.com.
Restoration Advisory Board — Mountain Post
officials invite the community to learn about Fort
Carson environmental restoration projects at the
biannual Restoration Advisory Board meeting May
13 at 6:30 p.m. at the Elkhorn Conference Center.
The RAB meetings offer informative presentations on
a variety of ongoing site cleanup projects. Fort Carson
is committed to proactive environmental stewardship
and needs the community’s input. For more information about the RAB and to find out about access to
Fort Carson for the meeting, call the Installation
Restoration program coordinator at 526-8004.
Sports physicals — Avoid the August rush by
scheduling children’s sports physicals now by calling
the appointment line at 719-457-2273 or 866-4227391. Parents need to download and bring a
completed pre-participation evaluation form available
at http://www.evans.amedd.army.mil/Webzines/
sports/sports-physicals(underscore)files/ slide0001.htm
to the appointment. Questions concerning which
physical form to use should be directed to the
schools. For more information call 719-457-2273.
Youth summer volunteer program — The American
Red Cross station at Evans Army Community
Hospital offers a Youth Volunteer Summer Program
June 1-Aug. 6 designed to help youths explore a
career in the health care field, learn new skills, serve
the community and earn volunteer hours. The program
is open to military identification cardholders ages
14-17. Interested youths should submit a completed
ARC Summer Youth Volunteer Program application —
available at the ARC office in room 1033 of the
hospital — no later than Monday. For more information
contact the American Red Cross at 526-7144.
Yard sales — Yard sales can be held on post the
first and third Saturdays of the month, through
December. Fort Carson residents set up their items
in front of their homes. Single Soldiers and military
Families who reside off post can participate by
setting up in the Beacon Elementary School parking
lot. Yard sales are organized and conducted by the
installation Mayoral Program, the Directorate of
Public Works Housing Liaison Office and the
Balfour Beatty Military Family Housing Office.
For more information call the Mayoral Program at
526-8303 or Army Community Service at 526-4590.
Gate 3 access — The left lane of traffic entering
Gate 3 is restricted to Department of Defense decaled
vehicles from 5-6:30 a.m. Contractor and commercial

vehicles will be required to use the right two lanes
during this timeframe. For more information call
the Access and Control Division at 526-2760.
Retirement ceremony — The next Fort Carson
monthly post retirement ceremony takes place
May 26 at 10 a.m. on Manhart Field. The ceremony
honors the careers of retiring Soldiers and the
sacrifices of their spouses.
Legal services — Services provided at the Soldier
Readiness Processing site are for Soldiers undergoing
the SRP process. The SRP Legal Office will only
provide powers of attorney or notary services to
Soldiers processing through the SRP. Retirees,
Family members and Soldiers not in the SRP process
can receive legal assistance and powers of attorney
at the main legal office located at 1633 Mekong
Street, building 6222, next to the Family Readiness
Center. Legal assistance prepares powers of attorney
and performs notary services on a walk-in basis
from 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Mondays-Wednesdays and
Fridays, and from 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Thursdays.
Sidewalk construction project — Two federal
stimulus-funded contracts have been awarded to
expand and otherwise improve traffic flow through
the intersections at Specker Avenue at Ellis Street
and Specker Avenue at Nelson Boulevard. Right
turn lane pockets will be finished and traffic control
signals will be erected at both intersections. A
temporary road to the indoor pool parking lot has
been constructed off of the south Wolf Dining Facility
driveway until construction is completed. Both intersections are expected to be completed in May. Drivers
are asked to drive carefully through the construction
area. For more information call 492-4308.
Free tax center — The Fort Carson Tax Center is
accepting appointments from Soldiers, retirees and
their Families for free tax preparation. The center is
open through May 14, Mondays-Thursdays from
8 a.m.-5 p.m. and Fridays 8 a.m.-4 p.m., excluding
federal and training holidays. No walk-ins are
available; however, space-available slots may be
available. The office is located in building 6285 on
Woodfill Road, directly across from the Colorado
Inn and Elkhorn Conference Center. Call 5241013/2013 to schedule an appointment.
Optometry services — The Evans Army Community
Hospital Optometry Clinic offers optometry services
to TRICARE Prime beneficiaries — active-duty
Soldiers, Family members 4 and older and retirees 64
and younger. The clinic is located on the second floor
next to the EENT Clinic. It is open 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m.
weekdays. To schedule an appointment call the
central appointment line at 719-457-2274.
Hospital visitor policy — Evans Army Community
Hospital has rescinded its visitation policy put in
effect during the H1N1 influenza outbreak. There
are currently no restrictions on visitors’ ages.
Routine visiting hours are from 9 a.m.-8 p.m.,
however, Intensive Care and Mother-Baby units
open to visitors at 8 a.m. Visitors should not have
colds or other illnesses; no more than three visitors
per patient are allowed in a patient’s room at one
time; children must have parental supervision;
and all visitors must abide by ward rules.
Hospital after-hours entrance — The west
entrance revolving door is the only after-hours
nonemergency entrance to Evans Army Community
Hospital. Visitors must check in with the security
guard and receive a visitor’s pass. Emergency
patients are the only ones who may enter the
hospital through the north-side Emergency Room
entrance. For more information, call 526-7655.
Hospital east parking lot — The 233-space
parking lot on the northeast corner of Evans Army
Community Hospital, near the bus stop, includes
open, handicap and motorcycle parking for patients.
Patients using the parking lot can enter the east end
of the hospital using the sidewalk that starts from
the northeast parking lot and ends at the east
entrance. Hospital officials remind patients that
parking is only allowed in designated parking
stalls on paved surfaces. Police are ticketing those
vehicles illegally parked in the dirt or gravel
alongside hospital roads or in grass-covered areas.
For more information call 526-7655.
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Influenza self-care medications — TRICAREeligible beneficiaries 18 and older can pick up influenza
self-care medications acetaminophen and ibuprofen
without a prescription at the Evans Army Community
Hospital pharmacy window 2 Mondays-Thursdays
from 8 a.m.-6 p.m., Fridays 8 a.m.-5 p.m. and
Saturdays 8 a.m.-4 p.m. The commissary pharmacy
and the outlying clinic pharmacies will also distribute
self-care medications during normal operating hours.
Parents can obtain medications for their eligible
children; those picking up medications for children
less than 2, years old will need to know their child’s
weight. For more information contact the Pharmacy
Information Line at 524-4088. For information about
flu vaccinations call the Flu Shot Hotline at 526-6422.
Refill process at the commissary pharmacy —
Due to ongoing construction at Evans Army
Community Hospital, parking at the hospital
continues to challenge patients and staff alike.
Beneficiaries not prime-enrolled to EACH and
needing new prescriptions can save time and effort
by getting them at the full-service commissary
pharmacy, located between the commissary and
Class Six store. Any beneficiary requiring refills
can use the automated refill ordering system and
can select the commissary location. Order refills by
calling the automated system at 524-4081 or online
at http://www.evans.amedd.army.mil. Select “online
prescriptions” and “EACH Commissary” for
pharmacy location. This service is available for all
retirees, active-duty personnel and their Family
members. Hours of operation are Mondays-Fridays
9 a.m.-5 p.m., excluding holidays.
Donated annual leave for Fort Carson civilian
employees — is currently being accepted for the
following civilians under the Voluntary Leave Transfer
Program. The employees who have exhausted all
available leave because of medical emergencies and
are currently accepting leave donations are George
Anderson, Directorate of Family and Morale,
Welfare and Recreation; Anthony Jackson,
Directorate of Plans, Training, Mobilization and
Security; James Koller, Jennifer Taylor and Craig
Wright, Directorate of Emergency Services. To donate
annual leave under VLTP, contact the Garrison
Resource Management Office at 526-1841/ 1839 or
tara.smithoverton@conus.army. mil to obtain form
OMP-630A, “Request to Donate Annual Leave,” or
the OMP-630B for an outside agency.
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Women serve with spouses
Commentary by
Chap. (Capt.) Jay K. Clark
Warrior Transition Unit
Imagine you are in a large room
filled with people of different ages, ranks,
income levels and cultural backgrounds.
In this room, the level of noise is
beginning to rise and become more
chaotic. There is no set rhythm or type
of noise — it is just noise. A hectic
blend of music, conversation, the
turning of rubber shoes on a tile floor,
the clicking of a pencil tapping, a child
squealing, a parent’s shrill voice cutting
through the din, the crash of a plate
falling to the floor, the whining of an
adult male looking for his favorite
flannel shirt and on and on and on.
You are probably thinking to
yourself that this sounds like hell or
at least a near comparison. I have a
better definition: home for a mom.
About five years ago, I was talking
with a woman who had been the loving
wife and caring mother for a husband
and three children for 22 years. The
husband had progressed through his
military career with relative success
and now was looking forward to a life
of ease in his retirement. Meanwhile,
on the other side of the house, he
had been married to a woman who
felt like she had been serving the

first 20 years of a life sentence.
She worked diligently each day
to nurture and feed the children and
show the proper love for her Soldier.
Her time could not be recounted by
enumerating the many ribbons and
coins she had received. She was told
by other women, and a few men, that
the rewards for a wife and mother
could not be counted in this world.
The rewards were an intangible
benefit that a woman could only
appreciate as she experiences the
special bond with her husband as
she lives vicariously through his
accomplishments. Even for me that
last sentence physically hurt a bit to
actually type out. So for every man,
boy and male child of whatever age
you may be — listen up.
The Bible speaks highly of women
who are faithful to their husbands,

their children and to their family as a
whole. Proverbs 31 has something to
say about the many magnificent deeds
of a faithful woman, but I want to
focus on the last few lines of this
scripture passage. These lines give us
instruction on how we are to honor
these wonderful women in our lives.
“Her children arise and call her
blessed; her husband also, and he
praises her: Many women do noble
things, but you surpass them all. Charm
is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting;
but a woman who fears the Lord is to
be praised. Give her the reward she
has earned, and let her works bring
her praise at the city gate.”
I could try to be glib. I could try to

find a pithy little story to make my
point more memorable. I figure why go
to all that work when the Bible has
already said it so well. We should be
lifting the women in our lives up on
our shoulders and literally praising them
at the city gate. In contemporary terms
this can be translated, “Give your wives
your ribbons, and give your mothers
your special challenge coins. Praise
them in the public places — in front
of your co-workers and friends. Let
everyone know they are a major reason
for your successes in this world.”
“Give her the reward she has
earned — and let her works bring
her praise at the city gate.”

“Her children arise and call her blessed; her husband also, and
he praises her: Many women do noble things, but you surpass
them all. Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman
who fears the Lord is to be praised. Give her the reward she has
earned, and let her works bring her praise at the city gate.”
— Proverbs 31:28-31
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FAMCOM nights — held 5:45-8 p.m. Saturday,
May 22 and 29 at Soldiers’ Memorial Chapel, hosted
by Military Family Ministries.
Enjoy evenings of encouragement with your
spouse, with food and a relaxed environment for
the whole Family. The evenings are designed to
spiritually encourage, equip and build strong military
marriages and Families.
The event includes a potluck dinner — bring a
main dish and one side to share; mixers and games;
Family worship, prayer and Bible teachings; and a
DVD series on marriage and parenting. Children
are welcome, but an RSVP is required for planning
purposes. For more information call 313-9408 or
e-mail Cedric or Sandi Boehr at csboehr@yahoo.com.
Postwide Youth Ministries — meets Sundays
2:30-4:30 p.m. at Soldiers’ Memorial Chapel. Out-serve,
Out-pray, Out-last! For additional information, contact
Heidi McAllister, director of Religious Education, at
526-5744 or heidi.mcallister@us.army.mil.
Vacation Bible School — June 14-18. Go to
http://vbs.carson.army.mil for information
and registration.

Protestant Women of the Chapel — continues
to offer food, friendship and bible study every
Tuesday through May 18 at Soldiers’ Memorial
Chapel. Morning session runs 9:20-11:30 a.m.
and evening session runs 5:50-8 p.m.
A children’s ministry is offered for 4-5 year
olds in the morning, as well as a playgroup for
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Chapel Schedule
ROMAN CATHOLIC
Day
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Tu/Thurs

Time
8:15-8:45 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11 a.m.
noon

Service
Reconciliation
Mass
CRE
RCIA
Mass
Mass

Friday

4:30 p.m.

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Tuesday
Sunday

9 a.m.
9 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:50 a.m.
11 a.m.
11 a.m.
9:20 a.m., 5:50 p.m.
2:30-4:30p.m.

Intercessory prayer,
Bible Study
Protestant
Liturgical Service
Sunday School
Sunday School
Protestant
Protestant/Gospel
Chapel Next
PWOC
Youth ministry

Chapel
Soldiers’
Soldiers’
Soldiers’
Soldiers’
Healer
Healer

Location
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez
Evans Army Hospital
Evans Army Hospital

Contact Person
Chap. Gross/526-5279
Chap. Gross/526-5279
Pat Treacy/524-2458
Pat Treacy/524-2458
Fr. Nwatawali/526-7347
Fr. Nwatawali/526-7347

Soldiers’

Nelson & Martinez

Chap. Stuart/524-4316

Healer
Prussman
Soldiers’
Prussman
Soldiers’
Prussman
Veterans
Soldiers’
Soldiers’

Evans Army Hospital
Barkeley & Ellis
Nelson & Martinez
Barkeley & Prussman
Nelson & Martinez
Barkeley & Prussman
Magrath & Titus
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez

Chap. Roberts/526-7387
Chap. Mitchell/650-8042
Heidi McAllister/526-5744
Heidi McAllister/526-5744
Chap. Firtko/524-4316
Ursula Pittman/503-1104
Chap. Way/339-0845
Chap. Stuart/524-4316
Heidi McAllister/526-5744

PROTESTANT

JEWISH
For information and a schedule of Jewish Sabbath services, call the U.S. Air Force Academy Cadet Chapel at 333-2636.
Sunday

2 p.m.

WICCA
Building 4800

Harr & McNerny

ftcarsonopencircle@gmail.com

COLORADO WARRIORS SWEATLODGE
Colorado Warriors Sweatlodge ceremonies (He Ska Akicita Inipi) are offered to military Family members and Department of Defense personnel. These lodges
are traditional Lakota spiritual ceremonies for cleansing, purification and prayer, and are fully sanctioned and supported by the Fort Carson command chaplain. Michael
Hackwith is the spiritual adviser. He Ska A kicita Inipi will rebuild the sweatlodge at Turkey Creek Saturday, Saturday. Rebuilding will start around 11a.m., with a sweatlodge at 3 p.m. The following items are needed for the rebuilding if you would like to donate: 1 yard of broadcloth in the following colors: red, yellow, black, white, blue,
green; loose tobacco to make robes; dried meat, ground up; blankets, carpets or rugs.For information and directions call Zoe Goodblanket at 442-0929 or e-mail zoegood@msn.com or Wendy Hockwith at 285-5240 or kansasitafoundation@yahoo.com.

mothers and their young children.
In the evening child care is available
for children registered through Child,
Youth and School Services. For details
and to make child care reservations
contact Courtney Linn, president,
at Carson@pwoc.org.

Daily Bible readings: To assist in regular Scripture reading, the
following Scriptures are recommended. These Scriptures are
part of the common daily lectionary, which is designed to present
the entire Bible over a three-year cycle.

Friday — Psalms 125, James 1-3
Saturday — Psalms 126, James 4-5
Sunday — Psalms 127, 1 Peter 1-2
Monday — Psalms 128, 1 Peter 3-5
Tuesday — Psalms 129, 2 Peter
Wednesday — Psalms 130, 1 John 1-3
Thursday — Psalms 131, 1 John 4-5
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DPW furniture guru gets job done
Story and photo by Susan C. Galentine
Directorate of Public Works Public
Relations
Jack Gibbs is a man on a grand mission —
ensuring offices and barracks on Fort Carson
have the furniture and appliances occupants need.
Gibbs, a facilities utilization specialist
with the Directorate of Public Works Master
Planning Division, tackles his
job with a smile and an impish
sense of humor. The 20-year
Army veteran’s plate is
full managing installation
furnishings, except for tenant
units and facilities that fall
under Directorate of Family and
Morale, Welfare and Recreation
operations. His responsibilities
vary and include purchasing,
accounting, assigning and
maintaining furniture,
furnishings and equipment.
“Jack Gibbs has been a vital
asset to the Planning Division
and DPW, since he started working with us in
2005,” said Chris Chapman, division chief of
the DPW Master Planning Division, Gibbs’ boss.
“His positive attitude and willingness to go the

extra mile, even under the most demanding
timelines and stressful situations, helps motivate
the rest of the team, makes his co-workers and
customers feel important, and makes even the
most difficult tasks seemingly easier.”
With an annual budget of $2.7 million for
unaccompanied enlisted Soldier housing and
more than 8,473 barracks rooms under his care,
that amounts to managing an eye-popping
number of chairs, beds, wall
lockers and appliances.
Last spring, Gibbs facilitated
the purchase and installation of
furnishings in 1,720 new 1st
Brigade Combat Team, 4th
Infantry Division, barracks
rooms within 60 days. This considerable undertaking outfitted
five buildings with 1,475 beds,
dressers, desks, lamps and television stands; 3,440 chairs; 360
microwaves and refrigerators;
and 245 living room sets for noncommissioned officers’ quarters.
A key responsibility that
falls under Gibbs as Fort Carson’s furnishings
management officer is working with deploying
and redeploying units. In August he assisted
35 returning companies of the 2nd BCT, 4th Inf.

Gibbs

Div., ensuring 665 Soldier administrative
work areas were ready for use.
The 52nd Engineer Battalion found itself
in a pinch when it didn’t have the space or
furniture available to set up headquarters last
fall. Gibbs was instrumental in helping the
battalion furnish its company operations facility
to accommodate a temporary battalion
headquarters as well. He even went so far as
to help set up the furniture himself for two
weeks as there was no contract in place at
the time, said Sgt 1st Class John Nisewaner,
facilities manager for 52nd Eng. Bn. “He went
out of his way to get us what we needed.”
Gibbs is currently focusing on increasing
the number of environmentally-friendly
products provided for his customers, including
Energy Star-rated appliances, energy efficient
programmable washers and dryers and more
sustainable furniture.
The new furniture is a metal and wood
hybrid, with the metal components consisting
of 70-percent recycled content. The beds, desks,
lockers and chairs, said Gibbs, have a lifecycle
of nine years instead of the six years expected
of current furniture in the inventory. He
estimates the first batch of 600 units purchased
for barracks rooms will save the Army $8
million due to the increased lifecycle.
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Expanded HAP offers new benefits
by Mark R. Silla
Office of the Staff Judge Advocate,
Legal Assistance Division
Are you having a hard time selling
your house? Did you lose money
when you sold your house due to a
permanent change of station move?
If eligible, the Homeowners
Assistance Program may be able to
provide you with financial assistance
for losses resulting from the sale of
your primary residence.
The HAP, operated by the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, was created
to provide monetary relief to eligible
servicemembers and federal employees
who suffered financial loss on the sale
of their primary residences in communities where real estate values declined
due to base realignment and closure.
The HAP program was recently
expanded by the American Recovery

and Reinvestment Act of 2009 which
temporarily extends the HAP to assist
servicemembers and Department of
Defense employees who are wounded,
injured or become ill while deployed
and surviving spouses of servicemembers or DOD employees who were
killed/died of wounds while deployed.
Financial assistance is also available to
servicemembers and civilian employees
assigned to BRAC 05 organizations
affected by base closure announcements.
The expanded HAP program also
offers benefits to servicemembers who
were required to permanently relocate
between Feb. 1, 2006 and Sept. 30
who suffered a financial loss upon
the sale of their primary residence.
However, financial assistance due to
PCS loss is only available to those
who purchased their home prior to
July 1, 2006. Under the expanded
HAP program, there is no requirement

to prove that a market decline was
caused by a BRAC announcement.
For those who fall into one of
these categories, HAP can offer
relief in several ways: Homeowners
may receive money to cover their
losses on the sale of their home or
compensation where a house is sold

for less than what is owed or if the
mortgage is in default. In some
cases, HAP has even purchased
homes by paying off the mortgage.
There are many complicated
HAP scenarios with each requiring
individual assessment and compensation calculation.

To apply for HAP benefits or
to learn more about eligibility for
HAP assistance, visit
http://hap.usace.army.mil/HowToApply.html
for additional information.
The Fort Worth, Texas district office, which
oversees real estate located in Colorado,
can be reached at: 888-231-7751.

Surprise Mom
with Diamond
Earrings!!!
1/2 CTW Diamond Earrings
Normally $998 SALE $499
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See store for details.

Affordable, portable, self-paced training for today’s in-demand careers!
.L[`V\Y*HYLLY*LY[PÄJH[L
in as little as 4 months!

Get your Associate Degree
in as little as 16 months!

Medical Assistant
Animal Care Specialist
Bookkeeping
Child Daycare Specialist
Computer Essentials
Criminal Justice Specialist
Legal Transcriptionist
Home Inspection
Insurance Claims Adjuster
Legal Assistant
Dental Assistant

Social Work
Accounting
Business Management
Entrepreneurship
Fashion Merchandising
Financial Services Management
Human Resources
Marketing
Health Information Technician

Medical Billing
Accounting Services
Massage Therapy
Medical Coding
Medical Transcriptionist
6MÄJL(KTPUPZ[YH[VY
Patient Care Technician
Wedding/Event Planning
Pharmacy Technician
*LY[PÄLK7LYZVUHS;YHPULY

 (WWYV]LKMVY.0)PSSHUK=(,K\JH[PVU)LULÄ[Z
 4VIPSLJHYLLY[YHPUPUN¶Z[\K`HU`[PTLHU`^OLYL
 5H[PVUHSS`HJJYLKP[LK

$FFUHGLWHG$IIRUGDEOH$SSURYHG

GET FREE FACTS! Mail This Coupon Today or Call Toll-Free Now!
U.S. Career Institute
2001 Lowe Street, Dept. SPGB2A50
Fort Collins, CO 80525
www.uscareerinstitute.com

1-877-563-5072 Dept.
SPGB2A50

 (MÄSPH[LK^P[O+(5;,:

YES! Rush me free facts on how I can train at home to earn up to $50,000 a year or

 <USPTP[LKNYHK\H[LZ\WWVY[

Name ____________________________________________ Age _____________________

 4`*((HWWYV]LKZJOVVS

Address __________________________________________ Apt. ____________________

more in any one of these exciting careers. Course Name: _____________________________

City _____________________________
*with experience, depending on career choice

State____________Zip ____________________

E-mail _____________________________________________________________________

QQ140

4663 Centennial Blvd.
719-260-0100
www.luisagraffjewelers.com
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&2/25$'2$'9,625<&281&,/210,/,7$5<('8&$7,21&21)(5(1&(
$GYLVRU\&RXQFLORQ0LOLWDU\(GXFDWLRQ

0D\DPSP8QLYHUVLW\RI&RORUDGRDW&RORUDGR6SULQJV$XVWLQ%OXIIV3NZ\
)5(($'0,66,21$FWLYH'XW\'HSHQGHQWV*XDUG5HVHUYH5HWLUHG (with valid military ID)

$GYLVRU\&RXQFLORQ0LOLWDU\(GXFDWLRQ

Promote, support and deliver
meaning-ful education to all
branches of the mili-tary and
to encourage educational
insti-tutions to be innovative
and flexible in meeting their
educational needs.

ATTENTION

Provide a forum for the
discussion of current issues
and planning for future
programming

Searching for a way to get ahead?
Look no further. You can get college credit

Review the concerns and
problems brought before
the Council and make
recommendations to the
appropriate agency or entity.

MILITARY
for your Military training and experience.

Whether you are Permanent or TDY Military, you and your
dependents qualify for in-state tuition. Financial Aid Available.
Ask about the exciting new Post 9/11 GI Bill beneﬁts!
Enroll Today – Summer Classes Begin June 1,
Fall Classes Begin August 23

Find out more at PPCC.EDU/Military
PPCC Military Programs 719.502.4100

You serve the country.

here
to serve you.

We’re

“I began taking classes with Columbia College at
Fort Worth, Texas, and when the military moved
me to Denver, I transferred to the Aurora Campus
without missing a session. That ﬂexibility really
made a difference.”
Eddie Martin ‘09
Communications Specialist
U.S. Air Force

Toll free: (877) 999-9876
www.ccis.edu/serve
14241 E. 4th Ave., Bldg. 5 s Aurora, CO

Encourage cooperative and
coordi-nated efforts leading to
improved func-tioning of the
Council and more efficient and
effective education services for
Armed Services personnel and
their family members

Your Source To Reach
The Military Market

www.co-acme.org

719.634.5905

WITH SO MANY CHOICES TO COMPLETE YOUR DEGREE,

WHY CHOOSE CCU?
ZZZFRORVWDWHSXHEORHGX

CCU is a Yellow Ribbon School! Use your Post-9/11 GI Bill beneﬁts at CCU:
t Bachelor’s and master’s degrees
t Take classes one evening each
week with CCU’s tuition discount
available.
for Active Duty and their adult
dependents.
t Accelerate your path to
completion with credit for
t Or take your courses online.
AARTS transcripts, other college
courses, and life learning
Either way, you can complete
each course in weeks, not
experiences.
months.

&683XHEOR&LWDGHO&HQWHU &683XHEORDW)RUW&DUVRQ
&LWDGHO'U(DVW6XLWH
&RORUDGR6SULQJV&2


)RUW&DUVRQ(GXFDWLRQ&HQWHU
/RQJ6W%OGJ5P
)RUW&DUVRQ&2


SHERRY FERRIMAN | SFERRIMAN@CCU.EDU | 719.867.5800 | WWW.CCU.EDU/MILITARY

&RORUDGR&KULVWLDQ8QLYHUVLW\LVDFFUHGLWHGE\WKH
1RUWK&HQWUDO$VVRFLDWLRQRI&ROOHJHVDQG6FKRROV

Many Scholarships Available for the
2010-2011 Academic Year

For more information call Cheri Arfsten
719-502-3054 or
email at cheri.arfsten@ppcc.edu
www.co-acme.org
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$GYLVRU\&RXQFLORQ0LOLWDU\(GXFDWLRQ

Many Scholarships
Available for the
2010-2011
Academic Year
Advisory Council on Military Education

Colorado Advisory Council
on Military Education

2010 CONFERENCE
May 21
8:30am - 6:00pm
University of Colorado at Colorado Springs
1420 Austin Bluffs Pkwy

FREE ADMISSION
Active Duty / Dependents /
Guard / Reserve / Retired
(with valid military ID)

PROGRAM
2I¿FH&LYLO5LJKWV²:RXQGHG:DUULRUV
1DWLRQDO*XDUG
:HVWHUQ,QWHUVWDWH&RPPLVVLRQIRU
+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQ:,&+(
&RORUDGR'HSDUWPHQWRI+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQ
)RUW&DUVRQ*URZWK3ODQ ,WV,PSDFW
9HWHUDQ$IIDLUV+RW7RSLFV3RVW
6HUYLFHPHQ2SSRUWXQLW\&ROOHJH62&
7RS&DUHHUVLQ&RORUDGR WKH1DWLRQ
7UDQVLWLRQLQJ0LOLWDU\WR+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQ
/HJLVODWLRQ /HJLVODWRU8SGDWHV
(GXFDWLRQ6HUYLFH2I¿FHU3DQHO
'$17(6
0LOLWDU\)DPLOLHVDQG+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQ

For more information call
Cheri Arfsten 719-502-3054 or
email at cheri.arfsten@ppcc.edu
www.co-acme.org

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO
AT COLORADO SPRINGS
OFFICE OF VETERAN AND
MILITARY STUDENT AFFAIRS
1420 AUSTIN BLUFFS PKWY.
CRAGMOOR 007
M-F: 800-1700
719-255-3253
MILITARY@UCCS.EDU

UCCS AT FORT CARSON

EDUCATION:
YOUR NEXT
MISSION

EDUCATION CENTER
BLDG. 1117, RM 129
M-TH: 800-1430
F: 1100-1430
719-526-8066
FTCARSON@UCCS.EDU

8QLYHUVLW\RIWKH5RFNLHVLV

3URXGWR6HUYH
University of the Rockies is proud to serve our local military
community with the following beneﬁts:

+ (  # #
+ $% 
+!!%  '#
+ #"&# $
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UCCS VISITING OFFICES
PETERSON AFB
SCHRIEVER AFB
USAFA
BY APPOINTMENT
719-255-4662
DROCHA@UCCS.EDU

WWW.UCCS.EDU/MILITARY

To learn more about our graduate programs or to ﬁnd
out if you qualify for military beneﬁts, call 866-442-0808 or
email admissons@rockies.edu.
Thank you for your service.
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EACH provides support during

‘Mountain Move’
Story and photos by Roger G. Meyer
Evans Army Community Hospital Public
Affairs Officer
Fort Carson Soldiers participated in a
federal-government-hosted patient reception exercise
at Denver International Airport April 14.
Operating under the National Disaster Medical
System, more than 30 federal and nonfederal agencies
gathered to train and rehearse a unified medical
response to a simulated earthquake in Utah.
The NDMS is an asset-sharing partnership that reacts
when a disaster occurs somewhere in America. As
casualties exceed a region’s medical capabilities, patients
are evacuated to other cities or areas to receive care.
Craig E. Williams, emergency management planner
with the Evans Army Community Hospital Plans, Training,
Mobilization and Security office, explained that until
2009, Fort Carson was the Federal Coordination Center
for patient reception. The Denver Department of
Veterans Affairs has since assumed the responsibility,
and this was the second time the VA hosted this exercise
called “Mountain Move.”
“We were the lead last year, and now we’re in support;
it’s a transition period,” said Williams. “We’re providing
Evans Hospital’s personnel as subject matter experts and
augmentees to the VA’s patient reception team, equipment and
40 simulated patients from the Warrior Transition Battalion.”
A Wyoming Air National Guard C-130 aircraft arrived
at the DIA hanger and served as the simulated “air
ambulance” from Utah. Its crew then quickly loaded the
Soldier patients onto the stationary plane. With litters
stacked four high, the plane became a bustle of activity as
crew members practiced their patient-securing techniques.
As this was just an exercise and somewhat fun,
Capt. John J. Goodwin,
WTB operations officer felt
that it might actually serve
some therapeutic benefit,
helping Soldiers overcome
some bad memories.
“The last time some of
these Soldiers were like this
on an airplane it probably
wasn’t a good experience,”
said Goodwin.
Ten EACH medics
served as litter bearers
who off-loaded the mock
patients. Some patients

Warrior Transition Battalion
Soldiers lie in racks of
transport litters inside a
Wyoming Air National
Guard C-130 aircraft
while receiving instructions
from the plane’s crew. The
Soldiers portrayed injured
civilians who were notionally
transported from Utah.

portrayed ambulatory injured while
others were carried off on stretchers and
rolled to the hanger on wheeled litters
called “rickshaws.” Once at the hangar,
doctors and nurses from various
agencies determined the nature of each
patient’s injuries and medical needs.
Sgt. 1st Class Terence McClain,
noncommissioned officer in charge of
the EACH’s Patient Administration
Department then took over.
“We receive the patients on litters
and stack them head-in to reduce injuries
or undue stress; we load the walking
wounded back to front to help with
accountability, and then my partner and
I tag team to make sure we’re accurately
accounting for each patient,” he said.
McClain is no stranger to this scenario
Evans Army Community Hospital’s Sgt. 1st Class Terence McClain enters patient
as he’s done it before, but in Iraq.
data from a triage tag into a handheld device that sends the information to the
“We did it for real and had to
EMTrack patient tracking computer system.
evacuate casualties,” he said. “There
was one time we didn’t have
could be transported to the Colorado Springs area. Besides
communication systems and that was difficult.”
Fort Carson’s Evans Army Community Hospital, Memorial
For this exercise, he used a scanner device linked to
an automated tracking system, capturing information from and Penrose-St. Francis are participating NDMS hospitals.
“The exercise went well,” said Williams. “During
each patient’s national disaster, triage tag. This helped
the inception of a new program, you’re going to
track patients throughout the whole process.
encounter some challenges, and that’s what training
Based on the patients’ needs, they were then matched
is for, to work through them. I think everyone did a
to participating Denver metropolitan area hospitals and
very good job at the end of the day; all patients were
transported there by ground and air ambulances. At the
evacuated safely and treated appropriately.”
hospitals, patients would have been admitted and further
Lt. Col. Joseph N. Winter, director of EACH
treated for their injuries.
Plans, Training, Mobilization and Security, foresees
According to Williams, in an actual emergency,
continued Army involvement in supporting the
if there was a limited bed capacity in Denver, patients
“Mountain Move” exercise
as it fosters good relations
between the local
communities and the
Department of Defense.
“Interagency cooperation
with the VA and others is
very important; Evans
Army Community Hospital
understands its role in the
community for these types of
exercises,” he said. “It makes
us better able to provide
national disaster response
services to our communities.”

A transportation and
distribution supervisor
assists an ambulance crew
as it prepares to transfer a
patient from a rickshaw
onto a gurney for transport
to a local Denver hospital.
Layout by Jeanne Mazerall
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Event honors victims, heroes of Holocaust
Story and photo by
Staff. Sgt. Jeffrey Smith
Mountaineer staff

darkest hour in human history.
“Freedom and democracy are
fragile. Wherever hatred and oppression occurs we have to stand up and
Both the heroes and atrocities
protect our freedoms,” said Lt. Col.
of the Holocaust were remembered
Jeffrey Buono, 4th Infantry Division
April 26 during a Days of
and Fort Carson equal opportunity
Remembrance put on by the Fort
officer. “The Holocaust is just an
Carson Equal Opportunity Program
example of oppression that got out of
at the Wolf Dining Facility.
hand and took away so many peoples’
According to the Fort Carson EO
freedoms. So the days of remembrance
office, the Holocaust was a time during is more than just memorializing the
World War II when approximately 11
Holocaust and … the people that died
million people were killed simply
and survived … it’s also a reminder
because of their skin color, religious
that we have to stand up and protect
beliefs, sexual orientation or
our freedoms.”
disabilities. The days of remembrance
Four candles were lit in rememevent is an annual time to memorialize brance of those affected by the
those who died and survived, and
Holocaust. The first candle representing
recognize the heroes who emerged
the six millions Jews who were killed;
from what some say was the
the second candle was lit for the other
five million plus who died
because of their skin color,
sexuality or disabilities; the third
candle was lit to remember
those who risked their own lives
to hide and rescue those being
sought after by the Nazis; the
fourth was lit in the hopes that
humanity would learn from its
mistakes and that this time in
history would never repeat itself.
Jack Adler, the sole
survivor of his immediate
family was the guest speaker
for the day and told of his time
during the Holocaust, his life
and the hatred that fuels the
evil of mankind.
“I have witnessed the
darkest pages of human
Members of the Synergy Dance Academy perform history,” Adler said. “I spent
a dance re-enacting the dramatic events of the five years and eight months in
Holocaust during the Days of Remembrance the Holocaust.”
ceremony held at the Wolf Dining Facility April 26.
Adler talked about his time

of the proverbial golden rule —
“do unto others as you would
have them do unto you,” —
can events such as the Holocaust
be avoided in the future.
“In order for us to survive
as a people, we have learned to
respect each other,” Adler said.
“Because mutual respect, guided
by the golden rule, is key to the
survival of humanity. Without
it, we are going to continue to
destroy each other.”
Following Jack Adlers’
words, the Synergy Dance
Academy performed a dance
that re-enacted scenes from the
Holocaust involving a young girl
whose family was taken from
her by the Nazis and executed.
“I think it helps people see
how dramatic the events were,”
Holocaust survivor Jack Adler lights a candle in
said Kari Tafoia, Synergy Dance
honor of the six millions Jews who died in the
Academy. “Although the content
Holocaust during the days of remembrance
is kind of gruesome, the dancing
ceremony held at the Wolf Dining Facility April 26.
kind of makes it a little more
uplifting, a little more hopeful.”
in concentration camps, death marches
After a brief awards ceremony
and ultimately his rescue by the
showing appreciation for all those
United States May 1, 1945, where
involved in making the day happen,
he was eventually moved to America
Brig. Gen. James Pasquarette,
to live with a foster family.
“The United States … may not be deputy commanding general for
support, 4th Inf. Div., talked about
a perfect nation, but it’s the greatest
nation on the face of the Earth,” Adler how lucky Americans are to have
the freedoms they do.
said. “I am very proud to be an
“We take a lot of things for granted
American. We have over 300 million
as U.S. citizens, and … citizens of
people. We are represented by every
race, ethnicity and religious group. It’s a other countries, they look at us with
envy based on just our ability to walk
diversity we ought to be very proud of.
It’s a diversity that built and is continuing down a street and say what we want to,
and do what we want to,” Pasquarette
to build this great nation of ours.”
Adler talked about respect and love said. “The history of mankind has
never been that way. So when you go
between people of all races, religions
to bed tonight, think about how lucky
and ethnicities, and that only through
you are just to be Americans.”
respect for others and the application
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Program improves students’ reading
Story and photo by Rick Emert
Mountaineer staff
A free program new to Fort Carson may help
students overcome difficulties in reading.
The Children’s Literacy Program offers one-onone tutoring to students who are under their grade
level in reading. The tutoring takes place Tuesdays and
Thursdays, 4:30-5:30 p.m. at the Fort Carson USO.
“About one in three children are at risk of
not reading at grade level. We thought if we can
help the Soldiers and their Families in this way —
help their kids to do better at reading — it would
be awesome,” said Pamela Polke, program
manager, Children’s Literacy Program.
Students are referred to the program by their
teachers and must not be enrolled in any type of
special education program, Polke said.
“I think a lot of the schools are familiar with
our program. There are some schools, in fact, that
had purchased our program and utilized it for after
school programs,” she said. “We’ve been around
since 1993, and our first business model was set
up so we did work with the schools, but we weren’t
able to sustain those programs because there was
a lot of turnover. So, now, we run the programs. I
manage this site and eight other sites. Because
we’ve been around for so long and the schools
are familiar with our program. Plus, we still
advertise with them. The teachers send us their
student referrals.”
The program has helped 95 percent of the
students who participated improve their reading
level since it began in Colorado in 1991.

“I like this (program) because I have
a nice tutor, and she lets me play games
and draw,” said Dionte Bowens, a second
grade student enrolled in the program at
Fort Carson. “The reading is very nice.
We sound out words and have flash cards
to help improve my reading.”
The program’s intent is not only to
improve students’ reading level, but to
develop more interest in books, Polke said.
“I hope they will develop an
appreciation for reading and learn to
love it,” she said. “I hope that we can
help them to develop a lifelong love for
reading and be at grade level by the time
they finish our program.”
Although the program has been
successful, it can’t work without
volunteer tutors. The program staff is
July Raber, tutor, right, helps Dionte Bowens with his reading during
looking for volunteers to commit to one
Children’s Literacy Center tutoring April 22 at USO.
or both six-week sessions and also for
volunteers to stand in as substitutes, said
are from all walks of life — attorneys, doctors,
Michael “Mo” Onstad, Fort Carson site manager.
Soldiers. As long as we have a volunteer willing
“We understand that the volunteers won’t be
to help a child, that’s all we want.”
able to make every session,” he said. “(On April 22)
The program follows a Peak Reader curriculum
we had two students who couldn’t come, because
that is self guided, and does not require volunteers
the volunteers weren’t able to make it. If we had
to have any type of background in teaching.
substitutes, they could have come.”
“They don’t have to be specially educated to
Eight students remain on the waiting list, and
do this,” Polke said. “The only thing is they have
the program needs volunteers ages 14 and up to
to … have an interest in helping children and to
be able to accommodate them, Polke said.
read. Obviously, it helps if you have a background
“There certainly are some benefits to having
in education, but it is not required.”
volunteers who are younger, because the kids
For more information or to volunteer, call
look up to them, (but) we have volunteers that
471-8672 or visit http://www.peakreader.org.

The tools needed
to restore disaster-ravaged lives
aren’t always hammers
and nails.

The hurt of disaster cuts much deeper
than the eye can see. That’s why a caring touch
and understanding can sometimes be the most powerful tools of all.
When lives need rebuilding, The Salvation Army knows it takes much more
than the tools that come from the hardware store...it takes the tools that come
from the heart. So please give generously. Call 1-800-SAL-ARMY,
donate on-line or send your monetary contribution to:
National Disaster Fund
The Salvation Army National Headquarters
615 Slaters Lane Alexandria, VA 22313
W W W. S A LVAT I O N A R M Y U S A . O R G • N E E D K N O W S N O S E A S O N
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Gate 3 to expand
by Mark Hunsicker and
Roger Christensen
Directorate of Public Works
Engineering Division
The Directorate of Public
Works began a multi-phased
construction project March 15
to improve Gate 3 and expand
its queue area to alleviate traffic
congestion.
The project, funded through
the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009, is
scheduled to last until July.
Traffic delays can be expected
during the work and alternate
routes are advised for decaled
vehicles for both inbound and
outbound traffic.
The Gate 3 construction
project goals are to:
• Create four continuous
approach lanes for
additional queue space,
versus the existing two,
from Academy Boulevard
to Gate 3.
• Expand the canopy of the
right-most inspection
lane to accommodate
over-sized vehicles, as
well as improve the

approach of the lane to
accommodate trucks.
• Construct a parking lot
for the guard force.
• Construct a sidewalk along
Chiles Avenue from
Academy Boulevard to
Funk Avenue.
The construction work will
be accomplished in multiple
phases as follows:
Phase 3 — through June 6
Phase 3 construction work
will disrupt traffic most. The
degraded concrete apron and
the island along the approach
lanes will be demolished and
rebuilt. This effort will limit
entry access to one inbound lane,
but three inspection lanes at the
gate will remain operational.
Phase 4 — June 7-20
The construction work
during this phase will realign the
north end of the barrier island
between the inbound and
outbound lanes. The outbound
lane may be constricted for short
periods of time during material
deliveries. Flagmen will control
traffic during this work.
Phase 5 — June 21-July 23
Phase 5 work entails

construction of a new parking
area east of the gatehouse.
Construction vehicle traffic
in and out of the site will
disrupt traffic flow.
Phase 6 — July 24-August 12
The final phase consists
of placing asphalt pavement
over the entire new/expansion
areas, lane striping the
pavement and cleanup of the
site. Delays can be expected
during the asphalt paving.
Lane striping will be scheduled
over a weekend so as to
minimize the impact on traffic.
Commercial traffic is
required to use Gate 3 to
access Fort Carson. During
phase 3 work, and possibly
during other construction
phases, commercial traffic
may be allowed to use Lane
1 of Gate 3, which may impact
entry through that lane.
Drivers are advised to use
caution and watch out for the
construction workers.
Updates or changes to the
project schedule are publicized
through the Fort Carson
Community Events e-mails.
For more information, call the
DPW at 526-9223.

Sustainability Tip
Sustainability and Environmental
Management Team

Water conservation:
1) Water lawns and plants in the
early morning or late evening
when the temperature is lower.
This prevent evaporation and
thus requires less water.
2) Have leaky faucets and spouts
repaired immediately. A
small leak that fills a coffee
cup in 10 minutes wastes 3,280
gallons of water per year.
3) Water use can be reduced
indoors as well as outdoors by
taking shorter showers, washing
full loads of dishes and clothes,
repairing leaky faucets and not
using the toilet as a wastebasket.
4) Insulate your water heater
and pipes. You’ll use less
energy and water.

You
Name It...
We Got
It!
Support the wonderful
businesses & services
that adorn
the pages of the
Mountaineer.
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Police blotter
The following crimes were committed on the Fort Carson installation April 22-28.
Motor vehicle crimes
2 – servicemembers were cited for driving
under the influence of alcohol.
2 – servicemembers were cited for driving
vehicle with excessive alcohol content
greater than 0.08.
1 – servicemember was cited for driving a
vehicle without a valid driver’s license.
1 – servicemember was cited for driving
while ability impaired by alcohol.
1 – servicemember was cited for a
traffic accident resulting in damage
to property.
1 – servicemember was cited for following
too closely.
1 – civilian was cited for producing or
possessing a false driver’s license.
3 – servicemembers were cited for a
traffic accident resulting in damage
to property.
3 – servicemembers were cited for traffic
violations — failure to judge clearance.
Drug and alcohol crimes, not including motor vehicles
3 – servicemembers were cited for
controlled substance violations —
marijuana.

1 – servicemember was cited for controlled
substance violations, opiates.
4 – servicemembers were cited for failure to
obey general order — paraphernalia.
1 – servicemember was cited for failure
to obey general order — mind-altering
substance.

4 – servicemembers were cited for failure
to obey general order — other.
Miscellaneous crimes
1 – servicemember was cited for aggravated
assault — with a vehicle.
1 – civilian was cited for assault by striking,
beating or wounding.
2 – servicemembers were
cited for communicating
a threat.
1 – civilian was cited for
criminal trespassing.
3 – civilians were cited for
domestic violence.
1 – servicemember was cited
for false imprisonment.
1 – servicemember was
cited for harassment.
3 – servicemembers were
cited for simple assault.
2 – civilians were cited for
simple assault.
2 – servicemembers were
cited for spouse abuse —
civilian female victim.
4 – civilians were cited for
theft — less than $100.
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Marines invade Mountain Post facility
Story and photos by Walt Johnson
Mountaineer staff
More than 50 U.S. Marines converged
on McKibben Physical Fitness Center to
take over a specific area of the facility.
This was not a war game; it was wounded
warriors staking out their territory for
battle against members of the U.S. Army.
That battle takes place May 14-Friday
at the United States Olympic Training
Center when wounded warriors of the
United States military will meet in the 2010
Warrior Games. The Warrior Games are
designed to help members of the military,
who have been wounded or disabled
while serving the country, get back into
competitive sports said Maj. Susan Stark,
head coach and operations officer for the
2010 Marine Corps Warrior Games team.
“We want the athletes to be introduced
to different sports and see them get their
competitive edge back. We feel like that
has already been accomplished during
our training camp the past five days here.
The Marines are very motivated and very
excited to have this training,” Stark said.
The training the Marines are getting
here is familiar to many members of the
Joe Martin, center, helps Fort Carson’s Chris Helton, left, and Marines learn how to use TRX equipment April 30 at
Mountain Post who have been taking
McKibben Physical Fitness Center.
advantage of the new TRX training system
pounds. You don’t have to pack a bunch
for close to a year. TRX is body-weight-based training
of weights like I remember we did
where one uses body weight to exercise. The Marines
have made themselves at home in the southwest corner when I was active duty. We would pack
kettlebells, dumbbells and weights and
of the facility where TRX straps are hooked onto a
now this piece of equipment comes in
training pole. They are getting the benefits of learning
a little kit bag that the troops can store
how to train with the equipment that is making a
in their ruck. This piece of equipment
difference in the way the Soldiers get combat ready.
can attach anywhere. You can put it on
Joe Martin, former SEAL, is teaching the
the turret of a tank, on a door or just
Marines how to use the equipment and the proper
about anywhere,” Martin said.
way to get full benefit from the training. Martin
The TRX workout works from three
said he first started using the TRX system as a
different principles. The first one is the
rehabilitation tool, but quickly realized the benefits
vector position, which can also be a
it could have for military members.
rehabilitative stretching tool. The steeper
“In 2006, I started educating the military on
someone places his feet as he leans
how this body-training equipment helps body-based
back on the equipment, the harder it is
training,” he said.
for him to do the exercise. Martin said
“It’s very portable and only weighs about two
it’s a lot harder to do the exercise than
when someone is standing erect.
The next thing it works on is
stability. It has one anchor point attached
to a door (or other thing). Martin said
that those training for the games are
Fort Carson’s Chris Helton works out in preparation for the upcoming
working wounded veterans or amputees
Warrior Games at McKibben Physical Fitness Center.
and this is another way to help those
them get physical training.
team members leave here and return to their
“Now if I am shoulder-width apart, I have a nice respective units around the world.
stable base. As I put the base closer together, I have
“The Marines are very motivated and very
a smaller footprint and I have to engage my core
excited to have this training. Each of our Marines
when I work out. The last one is the pendulum prin- will receive one of these TRX pieces of equipment
ciple, where the more the straps are swinging back
to take back to their home base with them. What
and forth will dictate how much stress is added to
we like about the TRX system is our athletes
the exercise. This is what we call integrated-muscle- have different types of disabilities and this
movement exercises. At a typical gym, if you are
equipment can be tailored to any athlete. We
sitting on a chair or sitting on a bench, it is what
have one athlete who is blind, has brain cancer
we call isolated-muscle movement. That really
and is missing two legs up to the hip. We were
doesn’t translate into the regular Army, because no
able to strap him to his wheelchair and we taught
one stands there and just does (isolated movements). him how to do pull ups while holding on to his
A typical Soldier will do lifting, turning, bending,
chair,” Stark said.
jumping and running, which is what we call
The Warrior games will consist of nine events
integrated-muscle movement,” Martin said.
for the athletes. The events include swimming,
Stark said the Marines are sold on the TRX
cycling, track, archery, shooting wheelchair
system and what it has to offer America’s
basketball, sitting volleyball, the Warrior
Joe Martin shows a Marine the proper technique to fighting force. She said the benefits her Marines
100-meter run, 1500-meter swim, prone-air rifle
perform a TRX exercise.
are getting from the training will last long after the
shooting and shot put events.
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Fort Carson DFMWR holds
bike, poker run Saturday
The Fort Carson DFMWR is
organizing a Poker Motorcycle
Run Saturday.
The event is being billed as a
great way to meet fellow bikers, spend
a spring day riding around town and
play poker all in one afternoon. The
run begins at Alternate Escapes, 1532
Specker Ave., and follows a route
through Colorado Springs. Race
organizers said the route for the event
will not be published until the day of the
event. During the race, bikers will stop at
identified locations to pull a card from a
deck. At the end of the race the rider
with the best poker hand wins a prize.
The cost for the event is $10 for
riders and $5 for passengers. People can
register at Information, Tickets and
Registration, 2429 Specker Ave., prior
to the event, and on site the day of the
event from 8:30-9:30 a.m. For more
information, call 526-1867.
There will be an event to get people
up and moving on a Saturday morning
when the post hosts family fun at the

Fort Carson five- and 10-kilometer Fun
Run and Walk May 22 at 8 a.m.
The race begins and ends at the
Special Events Center and features a
loop course with rolling hills and
dirt running trails. Baby strollers are
authorized, but you will need a jogging
stroller for the dirt terrain, according
to Directorate of Family and Morale,
Welfare and Recreation officials. Also,
well-behaved dogs on a leash will be
allowed to run with you.
All people taking part in the race
receive a T-shirt with the event logo
and refreshments at the end of the race.
The program is open to all ages. The
registration fee is $6 for ages 13 and
older, $5 for ages 5-12 and free for
ages 4 and under.
Early registration requests can be
submitted at any of the Fort Carson
fitness centers, Friday from 8 a.m.-6 p.m.
by paying with cash or checks only.
Race date registration, cash or checks
only, will be open from 6:30-7:30 a.m.
For more information contact Kareem
Braithwaite, intramural sports manager

Photo by Walt Johnson

Foot action
Fort Carson Youth Services Center soccer player Jacey Insani, right,
dribbles the ball past a defender during action Saturday at the post youth
soccer fields. Soccer action is in full swing with games beginning at 9 a.m.

See Bench on page 33
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Looking for new spots
to enjoy great food?
Whether you crave
a “Smothered dog”
or seek a spot for a
romantic rendevous,
check out our new

<RX¶OO¿QG
special discounts!

guide!

free food!
Play our “Bite Me” trivia contest
for a chance to win a

$10 Gift
Certificate

Check out our new

section!
Find the Bite Me”
trivia question and
email the correct answer to classifed@
csmng.com for your
chance to win our
bi-weekly drawing.
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by Walt Johnson
Mountaineer staff
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Perfect swing
Fort Carson’s Adrienne Tuck, right, takes batting practice as teammate Katie Haney holds the
batting swing helper. Any woman that would like to play on the team that will play in the Colorado
Springs Parks and Recreation league should come to practice sessions held each Friday at the
softball field adjacent to Forrest Fitness Center. The team is desperately in need of pitchers, so, if
you have a talent to pitch, contact Cathy Satow at 719-330-7095.

at 331-2323 or e-mail remo.braithwaite@us.army.mil.
The Colorado Rockies will once again be
offering discount tickets for members of the Mountain
Post community
The first of the special deals takes place Saturday
and Sunday when the Rockies host the San Diego Padres.
Games are May 10-12 when the Rockies will host the
Philadelphia Phillies. Game times are 6:40 p.m. May
10-11 and 1:10 p.m. May 12. The Washington Nationals
will be the opposition May 13-16 when the next special
is offered. Game times are 6:40 p.m. May 13, 7:10 p.m.
May 14, 6:10 p.m. May 15 and 1:10 p.m. May 16.
All Mountain Post team members can purchase discount
tickets in the outfield box, pavilion, right field mezzanine
and upper reserved infield for their family and friends.
To purchase the tickets call 303-ROCKIES. Tell them you
are military and give them reference number 20065581.
This offer will not be available at the ticket windows.
The American Cancer Society holds a Climb to
Conquer Cancer event in May.
The event with three- or five-mile hikes takes place
May 22 at the Cheyenne Mountain State Park just outside
of Gate 1. The event begins at 9 a.m. and is followed by
a free lunch at the pavilion in the park.
For more information contact Sarah Franzese, event
chair, at 719-594-4447. The ACS is part of the Combined
Federal Campaign.
The Colorado Springs Sky Sox have designated
May 14 as Fort Carson Appreciation night. Vouchers
for free tickets are no longer available.
The next homestand will be against the Albuquerque
Isotopes Tuesday-May 14. Games begin at 6:05 p.m.
Tuesday and Wednesday, 11:05 a.m. Thursday and
6:05 p.m. May 14.
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Story and photos by Nel Lampe
Mountaineer staff

T

aken from the pages of Colorado
history, Buckskin Joe is a mining
town from the 1850s — almost.
The town was re-created about 90 miles
from the original site, using one original
building and other buildings from the same
time frame. The buildings were brought
to the site near Cañon City from all
over Colorado. Buckskin Joe was a real
town near Fairplay and Alma, on the way
to Breckenridge.
Buckskin Joe was established during
Colorado’s 1859 gold rush. Gold had
been found in a river, and a town was
established nearby. The town was named
for Joseph Higgenbottom, who was called
“Buckskin Joe” because he wore clothing
made of buckskin.
As the town grew, a gold mill was built,
as well as gambling halls, stores, saloons,
hotels, an assay office and a courthouse.
Several million dollars worth of gold
was mined near Buckskin Joe before the mill
closed a few years later. People moved on,
and Buckskin Joe became a ghost town.
About 100 years after the town’s founding,
three men decided to restore Buckskin

Visitors find old-fashioned sweets in the candy store, one of several stores in the mining town.

Joe, but in a different place. Don Tyner,
Karol W. Smith and Malcolm F. Brown
decided to re-create Buckskin Joe near the
Royal Gorge Bridge. The Tabor general
store was moved from Buckskin Joe to
the new location. Using the original
town’s layout, the three men found historic
buildings of similar style and age as were
in the original Buckskin Joe and built a

The main street of Buckskin Joe may look familiar — several movies have been
filmed at the mining town, west of Cañon CIty on the way to Royal Gorge.

new Buckskin Joe. The main street leads
uphill with a backdrop of snow-covered
Rocky Mountains — a scene that looks
like it came from a Western movie.
And it does — it has served as a movie set
for about 20 movies or documentaries.
John Wayne starred in two movies made at
Buckskin Joe: “True Grit” and “The Cowboys.”
“The Sacketts,” “Cat Ballou,” “How the West

Military Families may explore the town for half-price admission with military
identification this summer.
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was Won,” “White Buffalo,” “The Duchess and the Dirtwater
Fox” and “Brothers O’Toole” were other movies made there.
Buckskin Joe is a seasonal Western mining town/theme
park. Opening Saturday, visitors can explore the old mining
town until mid-September.
Several gunfight skits take place on main street each
day, based on events in Buckskin Joe. Gunfights occur at
10:45 a.m., noon, 1:15, 2:30, 3:45 and 4:45 p.m. daily until
Memorial Day. During the summer season, gunfights are
at 9:30 and 10:45 a.m., noon, 1:30, 3, 4:30 and 6 p.m.
After watching a gunfight, people wander through
the town, taking the horse-drawn trolley for a tour or
visiting the jail, livery, ice cream parlor, general store,
undertaker or the Isabel Mine.
Visit the mystery house (admission 50 cents), the fort
or the maze.
Stop for a hearty meal in the Gold Nugget Saloon —
choose from a buffalo burger or brats, sandwiches,
nachos and salads. There’s a menu for youngsters.
There’s a saloon next door.
Visitors may bring their own lunch and eat it at the fort;
ask about the procedures at the ticket office before entering.
Buckskin Joe Frontier Town is affiliated with the
Royal Gorge Scenic Railway about 100 yards before the
town’s entrance.
The 15-inch gauge railway
takes visitors on a half-hour
ride to the edge of the Royal
• TRAVEL TIME — less than an hour
Gorge. Each attraction is
“Gunfights” occur several times a day along
priced separately or visitors
the main street of Buckskin Joe.
• FOR AGES — all ages
can buy a combination ticket
• TYPE — mining town, movie set
good for a visit to Buckskin
Joe, a ride on the town’s
• FUN FACTOR — ★★★★★
horse-drawn trolley and a ride
(Out of 5 stars)
on the train. The combination
• WALLET DAMAGE — $$ ENTRY
ticket is the best buy at
$20 for each adult and $18
$ = less than $20
for children.
$$ = $21 t o $40
A ticket to visit Buckskin
$$$ = $41 t o $60
Joe is $15 for adults, $14 for
$$$$ = $61 t o $80
$$$$$ = $81 t o $100
children. A ticket just for the
railway is $12 for adults and
(BASED ON A FAMILY OF FOUR)
$11 for children. Children 3
and under are admitted free.
Military members and their immediate Families
receive a 50-percent discount through August by showing
military identification.
Buckskin Joe Frontier Town is open 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thursdays through Mondays until Memorial Day, when it is
open daily from 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Buckskin Joe is turned into a “Town of Terror” during
the Halloween season, featuring resident ghosts. It’s known
as one of the scariest haunts around.
For information about Buckskin Joe, call 719-275-5485
or go online at http://www.buckskinjoes.com.
To reach Buckskin Joe Frontier Town and Railway,
take Highway 115 from Fort Carson to Penrose. Go
through Penrose and turn onto Highway 50 west to Cañon
City. Go through Cañon City and stay on Highway 50 for
about 10 miles. Watch for signs to Royal Gorge Bridge
and Buckskin Joe, turning left (south). It’s about one
mile to the Royal Gorge Railway (red building) and a
short distance more to the entrance to Buckskin Joe
Frontier Town. There’s plenty of free parking at the
train or the town. The train building has a big
inventory of souvenirs.
With an early start, Families may visit both Buckskin
Visitors head for the mine, one of several attractions at Buckskin
Joe as well as the Royal Gorge Bridge, a few miles
Joe, an early mining town. There’s also a maze, a mystery house,
a jail and several stores to explore.
farther, in one day.

Just the Facts

Places to see in the
Pikes Peak area.
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Royal Gorge Bridge and Park
May is military appreciation month at the
Royal Gorge Bridge and Park, about 12 miles
west of Capon City. Retired and active-duty
servicemembers and their Families are admitted
to the bridge and park for half-price; which
includes most rides and attractions.

Armed Forces concert
The Air Force Academy Band presents an
Armed Forces Day Concert Tuesday at 7:30
p.m. in the Pikes Peak Center. Tickets are
required but are free at the Pikes Peak Center
box office, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Mondays-Fridays
or the World Arena box office, MondaysFridays,10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Wild Wild West Fest
The annual Wild Wild West Festival
will be in Pueblo May 14-16, sponsored by
the Professional Bull Riders and others,
activities are at the Riverwalk and the
historic district downtown and other Pueblo
locations. Family-friendly activities include
live entertainment, carnival rides, street
vendors, team roping, festivals and
more. More information is online at
http://www.wildwildwestfestival.com. Part of
the fest is the Pueblo Invitational Professional
Bull Rider events May 14 at 8 p.m. and
Soldiers get a 50-percent discount May 15
and a 25-percent discount May 16 at 6 p.m.

‘Sons of the Fallen ...’
National CineMedia Fathom and partners
have arranged a one-night cinema event, the

showing of “Sons of the Fallen: A Live Tribute
to our Military Heroes” that takes audiences to
a Rocky Mountain camp where 25 boys gather
for a week of honoring the memories of their
fathers who made the ultimate sacrifice while
serving in Iraq and Afghanistan. This in-theater
tribute to the military and their Families is
May 18 at 7 p.m. Colorado Springs theaters
scheduled to show the film are Tinseltown,
Cinemark and Hollywood.

Hummingbird Festival
The annual Hummingbird Festival is
Saturday l0 a.m.-4 p.m.at the Starsmore
Discovery Center, 2120 S. Cheyenne Canon
Road. The free event welcomes the hummingbirds back and activities include live
birds-of-prey, children’s crafts, magic shows,
face painting and a live snake exhibit. The
fest is free, call 448-7700 information.

Denver museum
Spouse Appreciation Day
Military Spouse Appreciation Day is
Thursday at the YMCA, 2190 Jet Wing Drive,
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. The annual event treats
spouses to haircuts, massages, facials, crafts,
lunch, fashion and ideas for cooking on a
shoestring. There will be door prizes throughout
the day. Limited child care is available, call
719-622-9622 to make arrangements.

Free John Rich concert
Free general admission tickets to the John
Rich Concert at the Air Force Academy’s
Arnold Hall Theater are available to military
members, retirees and Families. Tickets are
available at the Fort Carson USO Center. The
concert is May 14 at 8:30 p.m.

Sky Sox to honor Fort Carson
The Sky Sox triple-A baseball team
honors Fort Carson with an appreciation
day May 14. Security Service Field is at
4385 Tutt Blvd., east of Powers Boulevard.
Other military appreciation days are June 2,
July 21 and Aug. 11.

The Denver Museum of Nature and Science,
2001 Colorado Blvd., has “Body Worlds and
the Story of the Heart” in the museum through
July 18. Dr. Gunter von Hagens’ exhibit allows
people to learn about the heart by viewing
preserved human bodies. Admission to the exhibit
is $25.50 for adults, $16 for ages 13-18, with a
reserved time. Tickets include general museum
admission; call 303-370-6000. The museum is
in Denver’s City Park, near the corner of North
Colorado Boulevard and Montview Street.

Melodrama
The Iron Springs Chateau opens its 50th
year with “Yo-Ho-Ho and a Barrel of Fun!”
A family-style dinner and old-fashioned
melodrama, presented Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
Fridays and Saturdays with dinner at 6 p.m.
and the show at 8 p.m. Tickets are $29.50
for dinner and show and $15.50 for show
only. Call 685-5104 or 685-5572 for
reservations. The Iron Springs Chateau is at
444 Ruxton Ave., in Manitou Springs, near
the Pikes Peak Cog Railway.
—Compiled by Nel Lampe
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U.S. SURPLUS

WE SELL:
$&8·67$
AIR SOFT RS
$/7$0$%2276
TE
HEADQUAR
75%(//(9,//(%2276

at your Fun Store
2475 S. Academy
574-8993
HOURS: MON-FRI, 9:00AM-5:30PM, SAT 10AM-5PM
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1MONTH FREE

WITH THIS AD **New Customers Only

FREE TRUCK
WITH
MOVE-IN
4750 Scarlet Drive
719-282-1000

20% MILITARY DISCOUNT
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