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Retention-control
points to shape force
by C. Todd Lopez
Army News Service
WASHINGTON — The Army will adjust retentioncontrol points for Soldiers this fall as part of a
“right-shaping” of the force.
During his first appearance on Capitol Hill, March
30, Sgt. Maj. of the Army Raymond F. Chandler III
discussed the Army’s temporary end-strength initiative and
ensuing force reductions before the House Appropriations
Committee, defense subcommittee.
In July 2009, the secretary of Defense authorized a
temporary increase of up to 22,000 Soldiers for the active
Army. This temporary end-strength increase reduced stress
and strain on the force by ensuring all deploying units
were filled appropriately.
“One of the things we’ve taken into account is that, in
order to draw the Army down and reduce that temporary
end-strength initiative, we’re going to have to do some
right-shaping, or shaping of the force,” Chandler said.
The Army’s senior enlisted adviser told lawmakers
the service had accelerated promotions to create the
noncommissioned off icer corps needed to serve as
the backbone of a force that has expanded over the last
10 years while prosecuting war on two fronts.
“We accelerated promotions and we were way ahead of
See Retention-control on Page 4

Free concert Friday
Mountaineer staff

Photo by Spc. Samantha B. Koss

Taking a swing at golf
Clubs for Kids Day Saturday at Cheyenne Shadows Golf Course kicks off Month of the Military Child activities
at Fort Carson. Children were provided golf clubs to practice their swing while volunteers gave them
pointers. The golfers were then allowed to take the clubs home with them after the event. Directorate of
Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation officials offer many activities for children throughout April.
Visit http://www.mwrfortcarson.com for a list of events. For more on the Clubs for Kids Day, see Page 23.
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Actor and singer Gary
Sinise and his band, the
Lt. Dan Band, hit the stage at
7 p.m. Friday for a free concert
in the Special Events Center.
There is open admission
and no tickets are required
for the Directorate of Family
and Morale, Welfare and
Recreation-sponsored event.
Over the past seven years,
Sinise and the Lt. Dan Band have
entertained thousands of troops
and military Families in the U.S.,
Japan, South Korea, Iraq and
Afghanistan. The band covers
everything from Stevie Wonder
and Jimi Hendrix classics to

contemporary songs by
Kelly Clarkson, Evanescence,
Beyonce, Lonestar and the
Zac Brown Band.
This is the second free
DFMWR-sponsored concert this
week; “Saving Abel” performed
Wednesday at the SEC.
Ann Edinger, DFMWR
Events and Entertainment chief,
said partnerships with KILO
radio, for Saving Abel, and the
USO, for the Lt. Dan Band, make
it possible for DFMWR to present
the “talented musicians.”
For more information
about the concert call 526-1867
or visit http://www.mwrfort
carson.com or CarsonMWRevents
on Facebook.
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Princeton University describes heritage as “any attribute
or immaterial possession that is inherited from ancestors …
practices that are handed down from the past by tradition.”
A controversial topic among students of human rights
is whether the people of the United States have a particular
heritage. I am sure that by now, only two sentences into
this article, there are those whose eyebrows are raised.
Our nation celebrates the individual cultures and
heritages of Hispanics, Asian and Pacific Islanders, Native
Americans, Caribbean people, women’s history and
African-American heritage. Several other celebrations have
been added to our calendars, celebrating the contributions
of Irish Americans, those with disabilities, etc.
We seem to spend an inordinate amount of time
celebrating those things that make us different from each
other; and I submit to you that being different is good.
The different cultures that encompass the population of
our nation have made incredible contributions to the
world. From scientific discoveries, to arts, to the fact
that Germany’s National Socialistic Party does not control
the entire world.
Our nation used to be called a “melting pot,” because
everyone wanted to come here and become an American.
Today, many still try to come to the United States and
stay. As bad as the economy is right now, the poorest of
the poor among us is still richer than the poor of the world
and if you go to the emergency room with a life-threatening
condition, nobody will deny you care, whether or not
you have health insurance.
Like the human body that is made of individual, distinct

and specialized cells, the American nation is made up of
individual subcultures. We all have our individual traditions,
like different foods, listen to different types of music and
look different. Yet, as a whole, the people who built
the Empire State Building and placed the first man on the
surface of the moon, when push comes to shove, set aside
our differences and can become a unified front against
our enemies and adversity.
Our American heritage is a one of kindness, courage
and generosity. For the most part, we value the institution
of the family. We try to teach our children moral values.
We frown at the cowardly bully who uses his or her
physical superiority to humiliate others, and despise thieves,
murderers and criminals alike.
In “Faces of America,” a Public Broadcasting Service
TV program, Henry Louis Gates tracks down the
genealogy of famous people. Doing a DNA genealogy
test, the producers found that when going back in time,
most people actually have a common ancestor. When a
Jewish person in the show found that he had a shared
ancestor with an individual of Turkish provenance, he
said, “it seems that what separates us, is not who we are,
but how we think about things.”
When we let go of our preconceptions and irrational
stereotypes, we arrive to the conclusion that as
Americans, even though we celebrate those things that
make us different, we can also celebrate those things
that make us one — our love for freedom, our
compassion, our courage and our kindness.
I propose to you, that as Americans, we do have a
heritage. A proud exceptional heritage, not always
appreciated even among ourselves, but a heritage that
makes us one, that make us Americans.

POST TALK
How has the different heritage of
Soldiers shaped today’s Army?

“Diversity is what made America
and our military strong.”
Red Moore

“It has created discipline and
different personalities. Soldiers
must watch what they say and
show respect to different cultures.”
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“Many more cultures are celebrated
than ever before, which creates a
more diverse fighting force.”
Jerry Morrison
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Casey: Wars have been catalyst for change
by Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service
WASHINGTON — In a recent speech at the
U.S. Military Academy at West Point, Defense
Secretary Robert M. Gates said the Army has
changed the most of all the services.
“There’s no catalyst for change like a war,” said
the architect of much of that change, Army Chief of
Staff Gen. George W. Casey Jr.
Gen. Martin E. Dempsey will relieve Casey as
Army chief of staff Monday, when Casey ends four
decades of service. During an interview in his Pentagon
office, the outgoing chief of staff spoke about the
changes that have happened in the Army since he
became the service’s highest-ranking officer in 2007.
“We will have done in seven years what normally
would take us 20 years to do,” Casey said. “We’ve done
it in the middle of a war, and we are a fundamentally
different force and a more versatile and experienced
force than we were seven years ago. I’m very pleased
with the way that turned out.”
When he first took office, the general and his
wife traveled all over the Army to get their own sense
of what was going on. “When we got back, we
thought our way through it, and it was clear to us that
the Families were the most brittle part of the force,”
Casey said. “We needed to do something immediately
to demonstrate to the Families that we were going
to take a load off.”
An immediate move was to hire and pay Family

readiness advisers. The service
put in place the Family Covenant
Program, and doubled funding
for Family readiness programs.
Dealing with deployments
was another priority, Casey said.
“The 15-month tours — on
top of everything they had already
done — that was choking people,”
Casey said. “We had to show
them that there was daylight, and
that daylight was going to come
sooner, rather than later.”
Then-President George W.
Bush had authorized an increase
in the size of the Army by 2012.
Casey told about going into
auditoriums full of troops in
2007 and telling them relief
Photo by D. Myles Cullen
would come in 2012. “And they Army Chief of Staff Gen. George W. Casey Jr. ends four decades of service
would look at me like, “C’mon, to the nation Monday when he hands the helm to Gen. Martin E. Dempsey. A
General, get real,’” he said.
video stream of the change-of-responsibility ceremony will be available
He met with Gates and told starting at 1 p.m. at http://www.dvidshub.net.
him that the Army growth had to
“I went out with a unit that was home for 18
be sped up to 2010, “and he agreed,” the general said.
months,” he said, “and you could see the difference
The Army met its growth goals in 2009.
Dwell time — the time troops spend at home that time at home meant in their faces, and in the
between deployments — became an important preparation they could do.”
The Army also is changing to meet the demands
measurement. The goal is for Soldiers to spend twice
as much time at home as deployed. Casey said the
See Casey on Page 4
differences are visible in the Soldiers themselves.
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Retention-control
from Page 1

our normal promotion rates,” Chandler
said. “We’re now starting to see those
slow down. Which is actually a good
thing for us, because it helps us to
better develop that leader at (his)
current grade instead of being put in a
position where we have to accept some
risk and move them ahead to be able to
properly man the force.”
In the fall, Chandler told lawmakers,
the Army would implement the
force-shaping tools needed to help
reduce the size of the Army by 22,000
by the fall of 2013.
“We will actually introduce some
retention-control-point reductions for
our NCOs to actually reduce the
amount of time they can serve in
the force,” Chandler said.

Retention control points specify
how long a Soldier may stay in the
Army at a particular rank before
having to either leave the Army or get
selected for promotion.
Chandler also said the Army would
take initiatives similar to the Navy, to
look at selective early-release boards.
“Some of our marginal achievers
will be looked at and considered for
separation from the service,” he
explained.
Those efforts will help the Army
“get the right Soldier at the right time
promoted to be in the right job,”
Chandler said. “We’re very interested
in ensuring we do this in a deliberate
and efficient and effective manner to
take care of the Army’s requirements,
but just as importantly, (those) Soldier
and Family requirements.”
Lawmakers also asked Chandler

Photo by C. Todd Lopez

Sgt. Maj. of the Army Raymond F. Chandler III discusses the Army’s temporary
end-strength initiative and ensuing force reductions before the House
Appropriations Committee, defense subcommittee, during his first appearance
on Capitol Hill March 30.

Casey

folks and what it did to folks, and I
recognized that no matter who you are,
from Page 3
everyone is affected by combat in one
of 21st century operations. Casey way or another. I set out to try to reduce
continued the process of changing to a the stigma associated with getting
modular brigade system. During World treatment for behavioral health issues.”
Post-traumatic stress and traumatic
War II, the division was the basic unit
for the Army. Today, it is the brigade brain injuries are the signature wounds
of the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan,
combat team.
“With everything we had going but there may be no outwardly visible
on, if I had made hard turns, it would signs of the injuries.
“I started getting the word out then
have derailed the progress,” he said. “I
came in and said, ‘Let’s finish it,’ and to everyone we could that combat is
hard, everyone is affected by it — we’re
we kept on going.”
By the end of the year, the Army human beings,” Casey said. “If you’ve
will have converted all but a handful got a problem, get some help.”
The general said
of the 300-plus brigades
he wanted to encourage
to these modular
openness, and knew it
organizations, “and we
was going to be a
will have rebalanced
hard slog.
300,000-plus Soldiers
“We went from
out of Cold War skills
where 90 percent of the
to those more necessary
people wouldn’t get
today,” Casey said.
help to now, where
“Together, it’s the
about half of the people
largest transformation
won’t get help,” he said.
of the Army since World
“That’s still a lot of
War II.”
people, but it’s a start.
The personal costs
We still have to crack the
and effects of combat
company and platoon
also pushed Casey.
— Army Chief of Staff Gen.
levels. It’s gradually
“I’d been in Iraq,”
George W. Casey Jr.
getting more traction.”
he said. “I’d seen the
Concurrently, the
effects of combat on

‘

... Part of
being a good
Soldier is
knowing when
you need a
break and
when you
need to get
some help.

’

about the Army’s use of mental-health
providers, and of availability of
mental-health care. Chandler told them
he had used those programs himself.
“I sit before you as a beneficiary
of the Army’s behavioral-health
program,” Chandler said. “I myself
have had the last two years of
behavioral health treatment, and it has
made a difference in my life and my
wife, Jeanne, who is with me today.”
Chandler said the Army has
benef ited from an increase in
mental-health providers.
“I believe without the increases
we’ve had over the last several years,
that we would be in much worse shape
than we are now,” he said. Though the
service faces a shortfall in providers, he
said the Army is continuing to recruit.
“It has made a difference in my
life and I know in Soldiers’ lives,”
Chandler said.
Lawmakers also asked Chandler
and other service senior-enlisted
advisers at the hearing about how the
services would be equipped to handle
conflict on another front — in Libya.
“We exist to fight and win our
nation’s wars,” Chandler said. “We all
know that wherever the nation calls us
to go is where we are going to go and
do the best we possibly can.”
Chandler said the Army’s force
generation model is designed to handle
the current demand, and that changes
in demand for forces “is going to
obviously cause the Army to have to
reassess what it is doing and where we
are sending Soldiers and the commitment
of the Guard and Reserve as an
operational force.”
Nevertheless, he said, “I guarantee
you that the Army will do everything
the nation needs it to do.”

Army’s suicide rate began rising.
“It occurred to me that maybe we
ought to come up with something that
gives them skills on the front end
before they get to that dark place that
would lead them to suicide to begin
with,” Casey said.
The Army introduced Comprehensive Soldier Fitness to unit
operations to avoid some of the stigma
that some people associate with a
medical program.
“The whole idea was to bring mental
fitness up to the same plane as physical
fitness,” the general said. “The thrust
behind it is (that) part of being a good
Soldier is knowing when you need a
break and when you need to get some
help. That doesn’t mean you’re a wimp.”
All this is having results. Army
surveys show that Family satisfaction
with the service has increased steadily
since 2007, and this continues to
trend upward.
But the Army is not out of the woods
yet, Casey said. For the next several years,
the United States will continue to send
50,000 to 100,000 Soldiers to combat.
They are going to have to maintain
their edge, but so will the thousands of
Soldiers who won’t be going to combat.
At the same time, the Army has to
reconstitute after a decade at war.
The Army has learned from Iraq

Changes to
RCP for
enlisted Soldiers
Editor’s note: The following
information is reprinted from All Army
Activities message 020/2011.
New retention-control points
take effect June 1 for enlisted Soldiers
serving on active-duty and those in
the Guard and Reserve serving
under the Active Guard Reserve Title
10 programs.
Active-duty and AGR Title 10
Soldiers may perform active service up
to their retention-control point or age
62 for those on active duty and members
of the Reserve or age 60 for Guard
members, whichever occurs first.
Soldiers may not exceed the below
listed RCP by more than one month.
Years total
Grade
active service
Pvt.-Pfc.
5
Cpl.-Spc.
8
Cpl.-Spc. (P)
12
Sgt.
13
Sgt. (P)
15
Staff Sgt.
20
Staff Sgt. (P)
26
Sgt. 1st Class
26
Sgt. 1st Class (P)
29
1st Sgt./Master Sgt.
29
1st Sgt./Master Sgt. (P) 32
Cmd. Sgt. Maj./Sgt. Maj. 32
Soldiers should contact their
battalion career counselor for more
information on the RCP.

and Afghanistan that the next conflict
probably won’t look like anything it is
fighting today. “We changed our doctrine
in 2008 and said that full-spectrum
operations are offense, defense and
stability operations,” Casey said. “It’s
done simultaneously and in different
proportions, depending (on) where you
are in the spectrum of conflict.”
He said that when he commanded
the 1st Armored Division in 2000 and
2001, he believed that if a unit could do
conventional war, it could do anything.
“But after 32 months in Iraq, I don’t
believe that any more,” he said. “What
we realized was it’s not going to be either
conventional or counterinsurgency. The
wars in the 21st century are going to
be different than the wars I grew up
trying to fight.
“So we’re working scenarios
where we have hybrid threats that are
a mix of conventional, irregular,
criminal (and) terrorist, and we’ve set
up the training centers with these
types of (opposing forces),” he said.
Casey said he is worried about the
Army’s budget. He wants a balanced
force in which the manning, training
and equipping is in the right proportion.
“The kicker is the wheels are falling
off the budget,” he said. The Army
will remain its current size through
at least 2015.
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Culinary team takes top awards
by Andrea Sutherland
Mountaineer staff
Growing up, if Josh Hoyt didn’t like his mother’s
cooking, she’d tell him to make his own dinner.
“My mother was never the greatest cook,” said
Hoyt, a corporal with 3rd Battalion, 16th Field
Artillery Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 4th
Infantry Division. “I started cooking (at) 6 years old,
standing on the back of a chair.”
When Hoyt joined the Army, he decided to go
into food services. Last year, he competed in the
annual culinary arts competition that pits 25 military
installations from all services against each other for a
two-week competition.
Hoyt won silver and bronze medals in the competition and when his captain asked him to join Fort
Carson’s culinary arts team for a second year, he was
determined to take his cooking to the next level.
“This year I knew what to expect,” said Hoyt, who
won three gold and two silver medals at this year’s
competition held Feb. 26 to March 12 at Fort Lee, Va.
Fort Carson’s team, made up of 12 Army cooks,
won numerous awards including 14 gold, eight
silver and five bronze medals in addition to several
“commendable” awards.
“The whole team came together in December,”
said Sgt. Travis Burton, Company G, 2nd Bn., 77th
FA Reg., 4th BCT, 4th Inf. Div.
Burton said that postwide tryouts among personnel
in food services were held in October. Hopefuls had
to prepare three meals with ingredients provided in a

“mystery basket.” Of the 25 Soldiers that
competed, 11 made the team, which is headed by
Staff Sgt. Joseph Mullins, 2nd Bn., 12th Inf.
Reg., 4th BCT, 4th Inf. Div.
The team worked for several weeks to
prepare for the competition.
“It required a lot of hours,” Burton said.
“We had a couple 24-hour shifts to prepare the
cold-case display.”
The team members admitted they weren’t
sure they could get all the work done in time for
the competition, especially when it came to their
centerpiece — an elaborate display with the
Courtesy photo
theme “Around the World in 80 Days.”
Spc. Samantha Gaytan, Headquarters and Support Company,
“At first there was a lot of doubt that we Division Special Troops Battalion, 4th Infantry Division, puts
could complete this,” said Spc. Samantha Gaytan, the finishing touches to her centerpiece for the 36th Annual
Headquarters and Support Company, Division Military Culinary Arts Competition.
Special Troops Battalion, 4th Inf. Div.
Gaytan said the piece took two-and-a-half months for 80 people, including an appetizer, entree and
dessert, using only the equipment in a containerized
of work and required a lot of detailed handwork.
“We used cardboard, bamboo skewers, poster kitchen. The teams had four hours to complete the
board and trash bags,” Gaytan said. “The last piece, “fine dining meal,” served restaurant-style. Fort
the book, took two-and-a-half days and it was all Carson placed third out of 25 teams.
Overall, Fort Carson placed f ifth in the
painted by hand. My teammates really helped me out.
competition. The Pentagon team won first place.
I’m proud of myself and my team.”
Now that the competition is over, the team’s
Gaytan won gold for her centerpiece.
Other top awards went to Spc. Amber Davis, Soldiers are returning to their duties.
“Other posts have year-round teams,” said Hoyt,
Company F, 2nd Bn., 12th Inf. Reg., 4th BCT, 4th
Inf. Div., who received gold for the Junior Chef of who is set to deploy with 2nd Brigade later this
year. “We go back to our day-to-day lives after the
the Year competition.
Fort Carson also won bragging rights in the “field competition. Next year, 1st and 3rd Brigade Soldiers
competition,” which required chefs to prepare meals will have to carry on the tradition.”
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Photos by Sgt. 1st Class Ronny E. Smith

Heading to Iraq
Left: Cpl. Pedro Castaneda and Sgt. Aaron Galvezsalgado, 549th Quartermaster Company, 68th
Combat Sustainment Support Battalion, 43rd Sustainment Brigade, play video games Saturday at
the Arrival/Departure Air Control Group facility while waiting for their flight to Iraq for a yearlong
deployment in support of Operation New Dawn. Above: Soldiers with the 549th QM walk to the
aircraft that will take them to Iraq Saturday at the A/DACG. The Soldiers deployed in support of
Operation New Dawn where they will provide technical expertise and assistance for the drawdown
of excess equipment and supplies throughout Iraq.
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Miscellaneous
Self-help weed control program — Department of
Defense regulations require training for people
applying pesticides on military installations. Units
interested in participating in the Self-Help Weed
Control Program must send Soldiers for training on
the proper handling, transportation and application
of herbicides. Once individuals are properly trained
by the Directorate of Public Works base operations
contractor grounds maintenance section, the Soldier
can be issued the appropriate products and equipment
so units can treat weeds around their unit. Weed
control training sessions are held Wednesdays
through September from 10-11 a.m. at building
3708. Each unit may send up to five Soldiers for
training. Call 896-0852 for more information about
the DPW Self-Help Weed Control Program.
Mounted Color Guard seeks members — Eligibility
requirements include basic horsemanship, riding and
care; minimum of two years left in service; minimum of
18 months in the Army, or a previous deployment; and
must be able to pass the Army Physical Fitness Test.
Additionally, applicants may not have permanent
profiles, any adverse personnel actions or negative or
corrective actions — Uniform Code of Military Justice
or APFT failures. A signed memorandum from the
Soldier’s unit is required in order to have the Mounted
Color Guard evaluate the Soldier’s horsemanship
skills. Interviews will be conducted on Tuesdays and
Thursdays at Turkey Creek Ranch. For more information
contact Sgt. 1st Class Steven Roy at 503-9349.
Threat Awareness and Reporting Program — All
Department of the Army personnel must attend threat
awareness training at least annually, according to Army
Regulation 381-12. The Rocky Mountain Field Office
provides TARP briefings to ensure everyone understands
the threat toward the U.S. Army and counterpart
forces, technologies and critical information. Call
526-4810 or 1065 to schedule a unit TARP brief.
Casualty Assistance Center — provides training for
units, Family readiness groups, care teams and other
interested parties regarding casualty operations, personal
effects, predeployment preparedness and estate
planning. For more information call Jean Graves at 5265613 or email carsdhrmpdcasualty@conus.army.mil.
Audie Murphy Club — The Fort Carson Sergeant
Audie Murphy Club meets the third Tuesday of each
month at the Family Connection Center from 11:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The SAMC is open to all active
members and those interested in becoming future
SAMC members. The club was originally a U.S. Forces
Command organization of elite noncommissioned
officers but is now an Armywide program for individuals
who have met the criteria and have proven themselves
to be outstanding NCOs through a board/leadership
process. For more information contact the SAMC
president, Staff Sgt. Thomas Witt, at 526-5661.
U.S. Army Warrant Officer Association — Pikes
Peak Silver Chapter meets at noon Thursday at the Wolf
Dining Facility, building 1444. All warrant officers —
active, retired and former — are invited to attend. Visit
http://www.pikespeakwoa.org for more information.
DPW services — The Directorate of Public Works is
responsible for a wide variety of services on Fort
Carson. Services range from repair and maintenance
of facilities to equipping units with a sweeper and
cleaning motor pools. Listed below are phone
numbers and points of contact for services:
• Facility repair/service orders — Fort Carson
Support Services service order desk can be reached
at 526-5345. Use this number for emergencies or
routine tasks and for reporting wind damage, damaged
traffic signs or other facility damage.
• Refuse/trash and recycling — Call Eric Bailey
at 719-491-0218 or email Eric.Bailey1@conus.
army.mil when needing trash containers, trash is
overflowing or emergency service is required.
BOSS meetings are
held the first and third
Wednesday of each month
at the Foxhole, formerly
Alternate Escapes, at 10
a.m. For information, call
524-BOSS.
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• Facility custodial services — Call H.D.
“Woody” Wood at 526-1854 or email Woody.
Woodjr@conus.army.mil for service needs or to
report complaints.
• Elevator maintenance — Call Bryan Dorcey at
526-6670 or email Bryan.Dorcey@conus.army.mil.
• Motor pool sludge removal/disposal — Call
Dennis Frost at 526-6997 or email Dennis.Frost@
conus.army.mil.
• Repair and utility/self-help — Call Gary Grant
at 526-5844 or email Gary.Grant@conus.army.mil.
Use this number to obtain self-help tools and
equipment or a motorized sweeper.
• Base operations contracting officer representative — Call Terry Hagen at 526-9262 or email
Terry.Hagen1@conus.army.mil for questions on snow
removal, grounds maintenance and contractor response
to service orders.
• Portable latrines — Call Jerald Just at
524-0786 or email Jerald.Just@conus.army.mil
to request latrines, for service or to report damaged
or overturned latrines.
The Fort Carson Trial Defense Service office — is
able to help Soldiers 24/7 and is located at building
1430, room 240. During duty hours, Soldiers should
call 526-4563. The 24-hour phone number for after
hours, holidays and weekends is 719-358-3275.
Questions can also be submitted by email to
FtCarsonTDS@gmail.com. Know your rights.

Briefings
Casualty Notification/Assistance Officer training
— is held April 19-21 from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the
Family Readiness Center, building 6237, room 104.
This training is required for all Soldiers asked to
perform this solemn duty. Per Army Regulation
600-8-1, this duty is limited to those in the ranks of
sergeant first class to command sergeant major, chief
warrant officer 2-5 and captain and above. No
reservations are required to attend training. Classes
offered on a first-come, first-served basis. For more
information call Jean Graves at 526-5613/5614.
Retirement briefings — are held from 8 a.m. to
noon the second and third Wednesday of each month
at the Joel Hefley Community Center conference
room, 6800 Prussman Ave. The Retirement Services
Office recommends spouses accompany Soldiers to
the briefing. Call 526-2840 for more information.
Reassignment briefings — are held Tuesdays for
Soldiers heading overseas and Thursdays for
personnel being reassigned stateside. The briefings
are held in building 1129, Freedom Performing Arts
Center; sign in is at 6:45 a.m. and briefings start at
7 a.m. Soldiers do not need to bring a copy of their
orders, but must bring a pen to complete forms. Call
526-4730/4588 for more information.
ETS briefings — for enlisted personnel are held the
first and third Wednesday of each month. Briefing sign
in begins at 7 a.m. at the Soldier Readiness Building,
building 1042, room 244, on a first-come, first-served
basis. Soldiers must be within 120 days of their
expiration term of service, but must attend the briefing
no later than 30 days prior to their ETS or start of
transition leave. Call 526-2240/8458 for details.
Army ROTC Green to Gold briefings — are held
Tuesdays at noon at the education center, building 1117,
room 120. For more information call University of
Colorado-Colorado Springs Army ROTC at 262-3475.
Special Forces briefings — are held Wednesdays in
building 1217, room 305, from 10-11 a.m., noon to 1
p.m. and 5-6 p.m. Soldiers must be specialist to staff
sergeant from any military occupational specialty,
have a general technical score of at least 100, be a
U.S. citizen, score 229 or higher on the Army
Physical Fitness Test, and pass a Special Forces
physical. Call 524-1461 or visit the website at
http://www.bragg.army.mil/sorb.

Hours of Operation
DFAC hours — Fort Carson dining facilities operate
under the following hours:
• Wolf — Closed Friday-Sunday. MondayThursday, 7-9 a.m. (breakfast), 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
(lunch), 5-6:30 p.m. (dinner).
• Raiders — Friday, 7-9 a.m. (breakfast), 11:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. (lunch), 5-6:30 p.m. (dinner). Saturday

and Sunday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. (brunch), 5-6:30 p.m.
(supper). Monday-Thursday, 7-9 a.m. (breakfast), 11:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. (lunch), 5-6:30 p.m. (dinner).
• 10th SFG (A) — Friday, 7-9 a.m. (breakfast),
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. (lunch), no dinner. Closed Saturday
and Sunday. Monday-Thursday, 7-9 a.m. (breakfast),
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. (lunch), 5-6:30 p.m. (dinner).
• Butts Army Airfield — Friday, 7-9 a.m. (breakfast), 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. (lunch), no dinner. Closed
Saturday and Sunday. Monday-Thursday, 7-9 a.m.
(breakfast), 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. (lunch), 5-6:30 p.m.
(dinner).
Claims Office hours — are Mondays-Fridays from 9
a.m. to noon and 1-4 p.m. The Claims Office is located
on the first floor of building 6222, 1633 Mekong
Street. Shipment under Full Replacement Value
claimants must submit their Department of Defense
Form 1840R to the carrier within 75 days. Shipment
under Defense Personal Property Program claimants
must log into the Defense Personal Property System
at http://www. move.mil and report all the items
online within 75 days. Claims must be submitted
within nine months directly with carriers to receive
full replacement value for missing and destroyed
items. All other claims should be submitted to Fort
Carson Claims Office within two years of the date of
delivery or date of incident. For more information
call the Fort Carson Claims Office at 526-1355.
Central Issue Facility regular business hours — are
listed below. Call 526-3321 to make appointments.
In-processing
Mondays-Thursdays from 7:30-10:30 a.m.
Initial issues
Mondays-Thursdays from12:30-3 p.m.
Partial issues
Mondays-Thursdays from 12:30-3 p.m.
Cash sales/report of survey
Mondays-Thursdays from 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Direct exchange
Mondays-Thursdays from 12:30-3 p.m.
Partial turn-ins
Mondays-Thursdays from 12:30-3 p.m.
Full turn-ins
Mondays-Thursdays from 7:30-10:30 a.m.
Unit issues and turn-ins
Call 526-5512/6477 for approval.
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Soldiers from 1st Battalion, 8th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade
Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, peer into a smashed car during
their safety brief April 1 at the Special Events Center. The wreck was
the result of a drunken driving incident that killed a Soldier and his
civilian passenger in June 2010.

Unit focuses on
off-duty safety
Story and photos by
Spc. Samantha B. Koss
Mountaineer staff

Spc. Jaycee Seaman, 1st Battalion, 8th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat
Team, 4th Infantry Division, tries to walk a straight line wearing "drunk"
goggles while Colorado Springs police officer Pat Turechek administers a
sobriety test at a safety briefing April 1 in the Special Events Center.

Every Friday afternoon Soldiers
anticipate a safety briefing from their
commanders. They stand in formation as
they hear the same weekly warnings
against drunken driving and domestic
violence.
April 1 started like any other Friday
for Soldiers from 1st Battalion, 8th
Infantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat
Team, 4th Infantry Division. But as they
formed up behind the Special Events
Center for their safety brief, they were met
with a different scene.
As the 800 Soldiers entered the SEC,
they passed a smashed car, the result of
a drunken driving incident that killed a
Soldier and his civilian passenger in
June 2010.
Once seated, the Soldiers listened, not
to their commanders but to a Colorado
Springs police officer; a domestic violence
speaker; and Joan Palmer, a Mothers
Against Drunk Driving activist who lost
her son after his vehicle was hit by a
drunken driver.
“I don’t believe that drunk driving is
an accident,” Palmer said. “It is your
choice to drive drunk, and it was not an
accident that my son was hit.”
Silence filled the room as Palmer
tearfully described her son’s death.
“We have to move on, so my husband
and I have chosen to forgive,” she said.
The bleachers roared with applause as
Soldiers gave Palmer a standing ovation
after her speech. On her way out of the

building, a few Soldiers approached
Palmer to thank her for taking the time
to share her story.
“The MADD speaker’s story really
touched us … we will definitely think
twice before driving drunk,” said Sgt.
Casey Duran, 1st Bn., 8th Inf. Reg.
“We just came back from Iraq and
we want to remind our Soldiers to be
careful on the weekends and on block
leave,” said Capt. Kenneth King, 1st Bn.,
8th Inf. Reg., rear detachment commander.
“We brought everyone back from Iraq,
and now we need to be proactive and
stay safe at home.”
Soldiers focused on a projector
screen as Colorado Springs police officer
Pat Turechek presented drunk-driving
statistics and pictures of mangled vehicles.
“Even having one drink before you
drive is dangerous,” said Turechek. “And
you can spend over $10,000 if convicted
for driving under the influence.”
Three Soldiers volunteered to put
on “drunk” goggles while Turechek
administered sobriety tests. The goggles
demonstrated how intoxication affects
vision and balance.
Soldiers watched from the bleachers
as their battle buddies struggled to catch
a tennis ball, walk a straight line and
balance on one foot.
The unit was released for the weekend
with a new attitude on drunken driving.
“(This safety brief) was more powerful
than the same old briefs we get by our
chain of command.” said Spc. Kyle
Arcioia, 1st Bn., 8th Inf. Reg. “Having
speakers directly involved in drunkdriving tragedies really hits home.”
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Helping customers together

COME IN TODAY TO APPLY

AND GET APPROVED

F I N A N C I A L

Best Buy® and Omni Financial® have
partnered to give you access to the
technology you want and need.
• High Approval Rates
• Fast / In-store Approvals
• Competitive Rates

MILITARY
LOANS STARTING AT

Best Buy First & Main
3150 New Center Point • Colorado Springs, CO 80922

available to active duty and
retired service members of
the U.S. Military

Best Buy Colorado Springs II
7675 N Academy Blvd • Colorado Springs, CO 80920

$
Model used in image is not
an actual service member.

500

(Market At Chapel Hill)
All loans subject to approval and certain restrictions.
BEST BUY, the BEST BUY logo and the tag design are trademarks of BBY Solutions, Inc. All other trademark and tradenames are properties
of their respective owners. © 2011 BBY Solutions, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Before
you Buy
your next
Yamaha or
Kawasaki
C C O
O
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Just under one scenic hour from the main gate at Ft. Carson

9

10 MOUNTAINEER — April 8, 2011

Now BUYING and
SELLING Consumer
Electronics
Flat Panel TV’s
Desktops/Laptops
iPads/Tablets
Game Consoles
iPods
iPhones
Cell Phones (AT&T & T-Mobile)

www.entertainmart.com
/"DBEFNZ#MWEt  

ROCKY MOUNTAIN CATHOLIC
MEN’S CONFERENCE
Fr. Benedict Groeschel,
Fr. Mitch Pacwa,
Fr. Larry Richards and
Patrick Madrid

for more information or to register go to

RockyMountainCatholicMensConference.com
719.636.2345

877
745-EGGS
Surrogate program $23k base + stipends
and expense reimbursements
Egg donor program $5,000-$10,000

ARE YOU CONSIDERING
PLASTIC SURGERY?
Ask about our Military Discount

t Breast Enlargement
t Breast Lift
t Tummy Tuck
t Liposuction
Free Consultation

Affordable Financing Options

DOUGLAS J. RASKIN, M.D., D.M.D
Baylor, Harvard & Stanford Trained
Certified by American Board of Plastic Surgery

Professionals in Dentistry, LLC
Raymond
Baros
Ryan D. Baros
Dr.Dr.
Ryan
D. Baros
&&
Dr.Dr.Raymond
Baros

If you have been considering donation or surrogacy,
now is the time to discuss the opportunity with
someone who truly knows the answers.

www.DonatedEggs.com

513 Kiva Dr., in Security
To schedule your appointment call

392-5300
Ourpractice
practiceiscommited
toto
providing
Our
committed
providingour
ourpatients
patientswith
with
skilled,
and gentle
gentle dental
dentalcare.
care.
skilled, caring and

 We Welcome
new Patients
 Children are
Welcome

NO
INSURANCE?
We offer
convenient credit
plans up to 12
months.

WITHOUT
INTEREST!

+-.#//..++/;$F_a[iF[Wa7l[$"Ik_j[(&/

Most dental insurance accepted,
including United Concordia for

^ec[$fY_ioi$d[j%tZ`h[cW_b0cZZcZ6fY_ioi$d[j

MILITARY DEPENDENTS

U.S. SURPLUS
WE SELL:
INSURANCE
AIR SOFT $&8·67$ FOOD
MOUNTAIN HOUSE
HEADQUARTERS $/7$0$%2276 FREEZE DRIED
75%(//(9,//(%2276

at your Fun Store
2475 S. Academy
574-8993
HOURS: MON-FRI, 9:00AM-5:30PM, SAT 10AM-5PM
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Members of the
Fort Carson
community
participate in
the new eXpress
Fitness Program
at Forrest
Fitness Center,
under the
instruction of
Trish Howerton,
second from left.

Forrest offers lunchtime classes
Story and photos by Staff Sgt. Wayne Barnett
Mountaineer staff
Can’t make it to the gym before work? Family
obligations make it difficult to get there in the evening?
Well, the Forrest Fitness Center staff has an answer
to such a dilemma.
The eXpress Fitness Program, that began April 1,
combines both Pilates and toning classes offered on
alternating days.
“The combination of Pilates and toning gives
better strength, balance and flexibility and is a great
fat-burning exercise that is fun and suitable for all fitness
levels,” said Trish Howerton, Pilates instructor.
Pilates, which targets the inner core muscles, is a
low-impact workout offered Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 12:05-12:50 p.m. The toning program targets the
inner muscle groups using both light weights and low
impact-type movements and is designed to stretch those
muscle groups, keeping them toned. The toning classes
are offered Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from
12:05 to 12:50 p.m. Each class costs $2.
“People were looking for an alternative to early-morning
and late-evening workouts so we came up with this
45-minute low-impact exercise program that allows people
to get their workout in at lunchtime,” said Howerton.
The new exercise program is geared toward the
busier lifestyle.
“I work till 11:30 (a.m.) and after my workout I
feel like I have more energy for the rest of the day.
I teach dance and had stopped for three years … it is
a great way for me to get my flexibility back,” said
Family member Kristie Pree.
Above: Trish Howerton, left,
leads an eXpress Fitness Program
class at Forrest Fitness Center.

Left: Community members participate
in the new eXpress Fitness Program
Pilates class Tuesday. The Pilates
classes are held Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 12:05-12:50 p.m.
at Forrest Fitness Center.
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Claims against the estate — With deepest regret to
the Family of Spc. Adam W. Scheffler, deceased.
Anyone having claims against or indebtedness to
his estate should contact 1st Lt. Andrew J. Heath at
526-2048.
Claims against the estate — With deepest regret to
the Family of Staff Sgt. John M. Daniel, deceased.
Anyone having claims against or indebtedness to
his estate should contact 1st Lt. Jesse L. Best at
719-238-9808.
Traffic circle construction is underway — at Titus
Boulevard and Sheridan Avenue and is scheduled
to last until late June. Traffic will be moved onto
a detour route around the construction zone and
speed limits will be reduced. The Soldier Family
Assistance Center, building 7492, will be accessible
through the detour route. Drivers can expect delays
at the intersection while the detour is in place.
Call the Director of Public Works at 526-2847 or
526-9267 for more information.
Preferred shopper status — Cheyenne Mountain
High School is offering military Families a preferred
shopper status at its annual garage sale and boutique
Friday from noon to 4 p.m. before the event opens to
the public. The event is open to the public from 4-7
p.m. Friday and 8 a.m. to noon Saturday. The sale
ends with a half-price blowout sale from 1-2 p.m.
Saturday. The school is located at 1200 Cresta Road,
just north of the Broadmoor Hotel.
Research study — The Department of Dermatology
staff at Evans Army Community Hospital is
conducting a research study to see if they can
improve the lives of males with pseudofolliculitis
barbae (aka razor bumps). Subjects must be male
with at least a year history of the symptoms of
pseudofolliculitis barbae; experience shaving
irritation resulting in either a papular and pustular
response; be 18-40 years of age; have 10-120 lesions
with at least five on each side of the face and neck;
willing to shave on a daily basis or three times
weekly for up to 12 weeks. All shaving supplies will
be provided to participants; subjects must be willing
to complete the 12-week study and be seen for three
20-minute appointments. Call the Dermatology
Clinic at 526-7185 to schedule an appointment.
TRICARE Service Center moves — The TSC closes
at noon Friday at its current location, suite 1309 in
Evans Army Community Hospital, and reopens at
7:30 a.m. Monday in its new location, just inside
the west entrance of the hospital in room 1011.
Those requiring assistance during the closure should
contact TriWest Healthcare Alliance at 888-TRIWEST
or http://www.triwest.com.
Earth Day volunteers needed — to support the
various events and activities planned at Fort Carson
April 18-23. Volunteers may participate in one or
more of the following: assisting with the Earth Day
Education Fair at the Special Events Center April 1819; reading an Earth Day/Arbor Day themed book to
schoolchildren kindergarten-second grade at on-post
schools April 20-21; judging the poetry and art contests
April 20-21; and assisting with clean up at various
locations around the installation April 23. Call the Fort
Carson Directorate of Public Works Environmental
Division Earth Day coordinator at 524-4925 for more
information. Registered Army volunteers may sign up
at https://www.myarmyonesource.com/default.aspx.
Carson Care Clinic relocated — The Evans Army
Community Hospital’s Carson Care Clinic has
moved from the hospital’s third floor to the adjacent
Soldier Family Care Center’s Evans Family
Medicine Clinic, located on the SFCC’s second
floor. The new hours of operation are 8 a.m. to 5:30
p.m., Monday-Friday; the clinic is closed on federal
holidays. The nearest parking lot to the SFCC is
Lot G. Call 526-7025 for more information.
Yard sales — can be held on post the first and third
Saturdays of the month, through December. Fort
Carson residents set up their items in front of their
homes. Single Soldiers and military Families who
reside off post can participate by setting up in the
Beacon Elementary School parking lot. Yard sales
are organized and conducted by the installation

Mayoral Program, the Directorate of Public Works
Housing Liaison Office and the Balfour Beatty
Family Housing Office. Call the Mayoral Program
at 526-8303 or Army Community Service at
526-4590 for more information.
Weight management program — The wellness
center launches a “Group Balance Lifestyle”
weight management program Thursday. The program
uses lifestyle interventions such as self-monitoring,
behavior modification, recognition of food cues
and triggers, increasing activity and good nutrition.
The four-month program is open to all Department
of Defense TRICARE beneficiaries 18 and older
with a body mass index greater than 25. Classes
meet at 11:30 a.m. once a month at the Mountain
Post Wellness Center located in the Army
Community Service building. Call the wellness
center at 526-3887 to register.
ESCO Craft fair — The Enlisted Spouses
Charitable Organization hosts a craft fair featuring
local vendors and crafters from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
April 30. Entry fee is $2 or a coat donation. Proceeds
will go back into the Fort Carson community.
Contact the craft fair chairperson at 719-351-3970 or
ESCOcraftfair@gmail.com for more information.
Baby shower health fair — Evans Army
Community Hospital hosts a free baby shower
health fair for new and expecting moms May 3
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Special Events Center,
building 1829. Fair highlights include car seat safety
checks; infant health and safety; Women-InfantsChildren; lactation, midwife and doula services;
Medicaid applications; Child, Youth and School
Services; nutrition; prenatal massage and casting of
pregnant bellies. Call 526-7290 for more information.
Legal Assistance Office — services are open to all
Soldiers, Family members and retirees. Services
include preparation of wills, powers of attorney,
name changes and stepchild adoptions. The office
also offers counseling and provides advice for
individuals dealing with landlord/tenant, military
administrative, tax, family law and consumer issues,
as well as counsel and representation of Soldiers
going through medical and physical evaluation
boards. The office is open from 8:30-11:30 a.m. and
12:30-4 p.m., Monday-Friday. Appointments are
scheduled by calling the last duty day of the week,
at 9 a.m. Sign-up for walk-in appointments are
available Monday and Thursday beginning at
11:30 a.m. The Legal Assistance Office offers a
divorce/separation video briefing followed by
a general question-and-answer session Monday
and Wednesday at 9:30 a.m. and Thursday at 2 p.m.
Attorneys cannot represent clients in divorce
proceedings in court, however, a referral list
of private attorneys is available. Call 526-5572/5573
for information.
Donated annual leave for Fort Carson civilian
employees — is currently being accepted for the
following civilians under the Voluntary Leave
Transfer Program. The employees who have
exhausted all available leave because of medical
emergencies and are currently accepting leave
donations are Ann Armstrong, Garrison Resource
Management, Anthony Jackson and James
Kwasniewski, Directorate of Plans, Training,
Mobilization and Security; and Jennifer Taylor and
Daniel Tyner, Directorate of Emergency Services.
To donate annual leave under VLTP, contact the
Garrison Resource Management Office at 526-1841/
1839 or tara.smithoverton@ conus.army.mil to
obtain form OMP-630A, “Request to Donate Annual
Leave,” or the OMP-630B for an outside agency.
Free tax service — During tax season, the Fort Carson
Tax Center is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Thursday
and 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday. The center is also open
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday. Staffed by
IRS-certified personnel, the center will prepare and
electronically file tax returns free of charge for
Soldiers, retirees and their Family members. The center
is located at 9480 Wilderness Road — from Titus
Boulevard turn onto Butts Road; at traffic circle turn
right and the new facility will be on the left. To

schedule an appointment, call 524-1013 or email
carsosja@conus.army.mil. Walk-ins accepted on a
space-available basis.
State Highway 115 construction — The Colorado
Department of Transportation will be conducting
a construction project through October on State
Highway 115 outside of Fort Carson’s Gate 5. The
project includes widening the highway from two
to four lanes, new turning and acceleration lanes, a
new traffic signal outside of Gate 5 and realigning
Pine Oaks Road to intersect with Titus Boulevard.
The existing highway will remain in a two-lane
configuration; however, drivers can expect shoulder
closures and occasional traffic stops to allow
construction traffic to safely cross roadways.
Traffic delays are possible. For more information,
call the DPW traffic planning at 526-9267.
Nutrition counseling and classes — The Evans Army
Community Hospital Nutrition Care Division offers
nutrition counseling on a healthy diet, weight loss or
gain, high cholesterol, hypertension, diabetes, sports
nutrition and other nutrition-related diseases or
illnesses. Nutrition classes include heart-healthy/lipid,
weight loss, pregnancy nutrition, commissary tour/
healthy shopping and sports nutrition (upon request).
To schedule an appointment call the TRICARE
appointment line at 719-457-2273. To register for a
class, call the Nutrition Care Division at 526-7290.
Scholarships for housing residents — Balfour
Beatty Communities Foundation is accepting
academic scholarship applications for the 2011-2012
academic year through April 15 to reward high school
and undergraduate students of military members
residing in Family housing in need of financial
assistance and recognizing their educational and
leadership efforts. Scholarships are valued up to
$2,500. The application, details and requirements can
be found at http://www.bbcommunitiesfoundation.org.
Civilian personnel portal — To better serve
and inform Fort Carson federal employees on new
programs, policy changes and or guidance,
Civilian Personnel Advisory Center will be
periodically posting CPAC news bulletins, upcoming
events and training opportunities to its new
SharePoint site available at https://portal.carson.
army.mil/Fort%20Carson%20CPAC/default.aspx.
An external site is located at http://www.carson.
army.mil/CPAC/index.html.
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Gortex Parkas
$

9995

Serving Colorado Springs for 30 Years in the Same Location
From I-25 & S. Nevada go north 2 blocks on Nevada to Mill St., located
between Nevada & Tejon

Take
a seat ...
... in your new or slightly used auto, that you
can find in our Classified Section.

For advertising information call 329-5236

CHEYENNE MOUNTAIN DENTAL GROUP
Serving the Cheyenne Mountain Community Since 1978

)5(((67,0$7(6LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Need Paint?

Need Collision
Repair?

Dr. Grant
Dr. Bertsch
Dr. VanOrman
Dr. Koditek

Our office uses the latest
technology including,
COS scanner, Water Biolase
and EZlaser treatment.

3605 Star Ranch Road
You Name It..
We Got It!

Support the wonderful businesses
& services that adorn the pages
of the Mountaineer.

Our Most Economical Paint Service

only $299*

(corner of Star Ranch & Hwy. 115)

We are Offering

10% Off Body Labor**

Expires 5/31/2011 *Paint only. **Excludes parts & sublet. Vans, trucks, SUVs & commercial vehicles by estimate.
Body work, rust repair and stripping of old paint extra. Not valid with any other offer. Maaco Collision Repair & Auto
Painting centers are independent franchises of MAACO Franchising, Inc. Prices, hours and services may vary.

719-471-9060
3216 Chelton Circle
maaco850@aol.com

576-3276
Monday – Wednesday – Friday, 8a-5p
5VFTEBZTBOE5IVSTEBZT BQt4BUVSEBZT BQ

Accepting new patients!
MEMBER
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God waits for fig tree to take shape
Commentary by
Chap. (Capt.) Austin C. Vann
1st Battalion, 12th Infantry
Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat
Team, 4th Infantry Division
As a child, I had this wonderful
privilege to live overseas in Athens,
Greece. In those early years of the
mid-80s, my family lived in
a rented house near the
Mediterranean Sea in a
predominantly native
Greek neighborhood.
I remember behind
the house in the backyard there was this giant
fig tree. My siblings would
climb the fig tree, picking
ripe figs to eat from the
highest branches. I remember that fig tree being a
prominent part of our
home. It brought commodity — usefulness and
value — to the place. It
would have been a different
story altogether if the tree had been
barren in harvesting season. It
would have been seen less with pride

and more with bewildered disdain.
Luckily, our fig tree bore fruit in
its season.
In Luke’s gospel narrative, he
recounts a parable that Jesus told his
disciples. The parable involves a
fig tree, a gardener and the owner
of the property. The story goes that
the owner of the fig tree was not
satisfied with its yield.
The owner said, “Behold,
for three years I have
come looking for fruit
on this fig tree without
finding any.” One
gets the sense
that the owner
is beginning to
consider what to
do with this
uncooperative tree.
Immediately, the
gardener thinks that
he has found a solution
to the owner’s problem:
Cut it down.
The gardener, who has
been “tending” to the tree
these years has had his fill
of this lackluster tree. He immediately

Catholic Stations of the Cross is held at
5:30 p.m. Fridays through April 22 at
Soldiers’ Memorial Chapel. A potluck
soup supper follows.
Protestant Way of the Cross is held at
noon Fridays through April 22 at
Provider Chapel.
Jewish and Multi-faith Community
Seder is Wednesday at 5 p.m. at
Soldiers’ Memorial Chapel. Suggested
donation is $15. For reservations and
more details contact Maj. (Chap.)
Howard Fields at 526-8263.
Palm Sunday Services — Soldier’s
Memorial Chapel: Vigil Mass at 5 p.m.
April 16; Catholic Mass April 17 at
9:15 a.m.; and Protestant Service at
11 a.m. Provider Chapel: Protestant
Service at 9 a.m. April 16.
Community Prayer Lunch is the third
Thursday of each month at noon at
Soldiers’ Memorial Chapel. Soups and
sandwiches are provided. Bring a side
dish, salad or dessert.
Trail West Family Camp — Enjoy a
week of fun, relaxation and reconnection
with your family in Buena Vista May
29-June 4 or Aug. 7-13. Register at
http://www.militaryfamily
camp.younglife.org. Call
526-5279 for more information.
Jewish Lunch and Learn with
Chap. (Maj.) Howard Fields,
Wednesdays from noon to 1
p.m. at Provider Chapel. For
more information call 526-8263.
Vacation Bible School
volunteer crew leaders needed — Leaders are expected to
attend one of the training

and emphatically belts out a death
sentence. “It’s a nonproducer,
therefore, it must go.”
Often, as followers of God, full of
zeal and love for the creator, people
will have less patience with others
than God has for them. It goes
without saying that God has more
patience than people.
Remember the responsibility of
the gardener involved — tending,
watering, digging and caring. Yet,
despite his efforts over the course of
those three years, he was ready to
write it off. Thankfully, the owner
of the tree was long-suffering when
he said, “Let it alone, sir, for this year
too, until I dig around it and put in
fertilizer; and if it bears fruit next
year, fine; but if not, cut it down.”
It does not seem that the owner was
carelessly long-suffering. It is clear
there are conditions for a moratorium
for the fig tree.
In fact, on another occasion, Jesus
curses a fig tree for not producing any
fruit. He does that by speaking these
words, “May no one ever eat fruit
from you again.” It seems that the
end result of willful and prolonged

disobedience, bordering on rebellion,
is termination. It seems harsh. But the
hope for the believer’s life is that
the hiccup will not last or take
permanent residence.
Yet, despite our lack of
commodity in the faith at times, Jesus
is patient through the affliction.
There are many Soldiers and Family
members at Fort Carson afflicted and
stricken by life. The good news is that
just as the owner of the fig tree retains
hope for his future commodity as it
is tended to, our Heavenly Father
retains hope in the power of the
resurrection for our lives to bring back
to life that which seems to have none.
The simple comfort food to eat
this week is not mashed potatoes or
macaroni and cheese, but that God
is more patient than any of us and
he will provide care if we will open
ourselves to it. So because of that
pressure valve release available to us,
let God’s compelling spirit move
you toward the mercy and grace that
you need as you find yourself not
producing much at all. In time, you
may one day find yourself passing out
Fig Newtons to those who need them.

Chapel Schedule
ROMAN CATHOLIC
Day
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Mon-Fri
Tues/Thurs

Time
5 p.m.
8:15-8:45 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11 a.m.
11:45 a.m.
noon

Service
Mass
Reconciliation
Mass
CRE
RCIA
Mass
Mass
Mass

Chapel
Soldiers’
Soldiers’
Soldiers’
Soldiers’
Soldiers’
Healer
Soldiers’
Healer

Friday

4:30 p.m.

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Tuesday
Sunday

9 a.m.
9 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:50 a.m.
11 a.m.
11 a.m.
9:20 a.m., 5:50 p.m.
2:30-4:30p.m.

Intercessory prayer,
Bible Study
Protestant
Liturgical Service
Sunday School
Sunday School
Protestant
Protestant/Gospel
Chapel Next
PWOC
Youth ministry

Location
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez
Evans Army Hospital
Nelson & Martinez
Evans Army Hospital

Contact Person
Cecilia Croft/526-5769
Cecilia Croft/526-5769
Cecilia Croft/526-5769
Pat Treacy/524-2458
Pat Treacy/524-2458
Fr. Nwatawali/526-7347
Cecilia Croft/526-5769
Fr. Nwatawali/526-7347

Soldiers’

Nelson & Martinez

Chap. Stuart/524-4316

Healer
Provider
Soldiers’
Prussman
Soldiers’
Prussman
Veterans
Soldiers’
Soldiers’

Evans Army Hospital
Barkeley & Ellis
Nelson & Martinez
Barkeley & Prussman
Nelson & Martinez
Barkeley & Prussman
Magrath & Titus
Nelson & Martinez
Nelson & Martinez

Chap. Roberts/526-7387
Chap. Mitchell/650-8042
Heidi McAllister/526-5744
Heidi McAllister/526-5744
Chap. Stuart/524-4316
Ursula Pittman/503-1104
Chap. Way/339-0845
Chap. Stuart/524-4316
Heidi McAllister/526-5744

PROTESTANT

JEWISH
For information and a schedule of Jewish Sabbath services, call the U.S. Air Force Academy Cadet Chapel at 333-2636.
Sunday

2 p.m.

WICCA
Provider Chapel, Building 1350, Barkeley and Ellis

ftcarsonopencircle@gmail.com

White Mountain Warriors Lodge
White Mountain Warriors Lodge ceremonies (He Ska Akicita Inipi) are offered to military, Family members and Department of Defense personnel. These lodges
are traditional Lakota spiritual ceremonies for cleansing, purification and prayer, and are fully sanctioned and supported by the Fort Carson command chaplain. Michael
Hackwith is the spiritual adviser. For information and directions call Hackwith or Wendy Chunn-Hackwith at 285-5240 or kanasitafoundation@yahoo.com.

sessions held in early June. Those
available to help set up for the week
should be present June 12 beginning at
12:30 p.m. to help set the stage, rooms
and hallways. Crew leaders are
also asked to be at the chapel
during VBS from 8:30 a.m. to
noon each day and June 17 for
the family picnic.
Volunteers are also needed to
serve as registration
chairperson, assist in set
up June 12; cook for
the June 17 picnic and
cleanup crews June
17. Call 526-5744 for
more information.

Daily Bible readings: To assist in regular Scripture reading, the following Scriptures
are recommended. These Scriptures are part of the common daily lectionary, which is
designed to present the entire Bible over a three-year cycle.

Friday — Psalms 119:9-16 & 1 Corinthians 7-9
Saturday — Psalms 119:17-24 & 1 Corinthians 10-11
Sunday — Psalms 119:25-32 & 1 Corinthians 12-14
Monday — Psalms 119:33-40 & 1 Corinthians 15-16
Tuesday — Psalms 119:41-48 & 2 Corinthians 1-4
Wednesday — Psalms 119:49-56 & 2 Corinthians 5-7
Thursday — Psalms 119:57-64 & 2 Corinthians 8-10
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WFCP features art of Soldiers, Families
Story and photo by Andrea Sutherland
Mountaineer staff
Charlene Westbrook stood with her sister, Cheryl
Joe, as the two viewed Westbrook’s watercolor painting,
“Remembering the Sounds of Bellows Beach.”
“Two months after my husband died we
went to Hawaii and rented a cabin at Bellows
Beach,” Westbrook said. “I couldn’t sleep, so I
got up and looked out the window. The moon was
so bright, it showed the silhouettes of the palm
trees. I had to paint it.”
Westbrook was one of 32 artists showcased

at the Warrior Family Community Partnership’s
quarterly social, which, among other things,
highlights the work of community organizations
that help Fort Carson Soldiers and Families.
Last week’s social featured the Military Creative
Expressions art exhibit. The result of a joint effort
between AspenPointe, a local nonprofit focused
on mental health issues, and the Colorado Springs
Fine Arts Center, the show featured artwork by
Soldiers and Family members.
“(The art classes) help heal Families of the
fallen and the wounded,” said Westbrook, who lost
her husband, Sgt. 1st Class Kenneth Westbrook,

Colorado Springs City Council Member Bernie Herpin, left, and his wife, Linda Herpin, take in the artwork at the
Military Creative Expressions art exhibit. The Warrior Family Community Partnership hosted the art exhibit, which
featured the work of 32 Soldiers and Family members.

1st Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division,
Fort Riley, Kan., in 2009 after his unit was
ambushed in Afghanistan. “Painting is so relaxing.
You can really get lost in the creative process.
It’s very therapeutic,” she said.
Westbrook said she first heard about the art
program through the Survivor Outreach Services
program at Fort Carson. She and two of her
three sons attend the weekly classes.
“These programs are very important because
they enhance the quality of life for Soldiers and
Families,” said Kristen Kea, manager of WFCP.
“The purpose of these (quarterly socials) is for
the community to be able to explore different
opportunities and for our military leaders to engage
with our civilian leaders.”
Kea said that Fort Carson’s community partners
fill gaps that the military cannot.
Brig. Gen. James H. Doty, acting senior
commander, 4th Infantry Division and Fort
Carson, and Col. Robert F. McLaughlin, garrison
commander, were at the social.
“I am very proud every day to be part of Fort
Carson,” said Doty, addressing the attendees. “Fort
Carson sets the bar for the rest of the Army. Through
the WFCP, the Army is transforming the way (it)
provides services to Fort Carson Soldiers and Family.
I think Fort Carson is ahead of the rest of the Army.”
McLaughlin said he enjoyed viewing the
artwork and seeing others connect with the pieces.
“I am very happy that a good crowd turned out,”
he said. “The fact that so many people care for our
Soldiers really speaks to the community. It brings
us strength that so many people along the Front
Range support us.”
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Program supports sexual assault victims
sexual assault does not always have a
negative connotation, instead, it could
be used to show that Soldiers feel
more confident in speaking out,” said
Although the Army has a zero
Jean McClintock, ACS Community
tolerance policy, sexual assault
Information and Referral Marketing
still occurs and adversely impacts
Program manager.
many Soldiers and their surrounding
The mission of the program is
communities.
to enable military readiness by
When an assault happens,
establishing a culture free of sexual
there are programs which provide
assault, Champlain said.
victim advocacy services, support,
When a Soldier decides to report
information, resources and referrals.
the assault, there are two options of
The Army Community
how to proceed — a restricted
Service Sexual Assault
or an unrestricted report.
Prevention and
It is the victim’s choice
Response Program
whether or not to accept or
does just that for
decline services. Victims may
Fort Carson.
opt for an unrestricted report,
Hollis Champlain,
which immediately activates
Sexual Assault
an official investigation,
Response coordinator,
forensic examination and chain
said the program is
of command involvement in
tailored for Soldiers
addition to medical and other
who have fallen victim
services. An active-duty
to sexual assault. Victims
victim may also choose
are highly encouraged to
restricted reporting, which does
come forward and report
not initiate an investigation,
the incident so they can
but still allows for the
receive care.
Soldier to receive medical
The Defense
treatment, advocacy and
Department’s annual
counseling services.
report for 2010 indicated
The reason for offering
a 2-percent decrease
two options is because
of sexual assaults in the
More than 500 Fort Carson community members gathered at victims are more likely to
military. The Army’s
Ironhorse Park April 1 for the second annual Sexual Assault report a sexual assault if they
fiscal 2010 statistics
have the option of a restricted
Awareness Month five-kilometer run.
Story and photo by
Kerstin Lopez
Mountaineer staff

indicated there were nearly 1,400
reports of sexual assault Armywide.
“We like to look at it as the
higher the reported number, the more
likely Soldiers are willing to come
forward and report cases of sexual
assault,” Champlain said.
“These statistics and numbers
show the effectiveness of the program
and its ability to shift the perception
that Soldiers are less likely to keep
sexual assaults to themselves and not
report them. Higher numbers in

report, Champlain said, but he would
like to see more unrestricted reports.
“Change starts at the top level
and this option allows the chain of
command to be involved and be
proactive. You can’t change what you
are not aware of,” McClintock said.
The theme of this year’s sexual
assault awareness month is “Hurts
One. Affects all.”
“Our new prevention campaign …
emphasizes that behind each report is a
person whose life is changed forever
and a military unit that is less ready to
carry out its mission. Knowing this, the
Department (of Defense) remains
steadfast in its commitment to
preventing sexual assault, supporting
victims with appropriate and timely
care, and executing effective system
accountability,” said Kaye Whitley,
Department of Defense Sexual
Assault Prevention and Response
Office director, in her annual report
on sexual assault in the military.
“We are trying to change the
stigma that lies with reporting of
sexual assault, with the victims of how
they are treated … and we’re trying
to go to more of having the Soldiers
look out for each other before the
actual assault occurs, so they would
intervene,” Champlain said.
Contact ACS at 526-4590 or go
to http://www.SAPR.mil for more
information regarding sexual assault
awareness and programs.
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Honoring veterans of

BATAAN
The Bataan Memorial Death March remembers
the atrocities endured by approximately 75,000
prisoners in the Philippines during World War II.
A group of World War II veterans was honored
After seizing the Bataan Peninsula in April 1942,
March 27 during the largest Bataan Memorial Death
Japanese fighters forced Filipino and U.S. captives
March at White Sands Missile Range, N.M.
through a brutal trek north, lasting about five days,
A record-breaking 6,357 people registered for the
covering about 65 miles.
22nd Annual Bataan Memorial Death March and more
The prisoners marched to Camp O’Donnell —
than 6,000 participated, according to White Sands
dehydrated, starved and beaten. Japanese guards
Missile Range officials. Fifteen Bataan survivors greeted
slashed stragglers with bayonets and shot others.
marchers from across the United States, as well as the
Thousands died. A handful escaped into the jungle.
Philippines, Denmark, France, Canada and Germany.
“It was probably the worst pain I’ve ever felt
The 26.2-mile hike began at 7 a.m. The marchers
in my life,” said Spc. Roy Wasbotten, IRT, 4th Inf.
reached for a parting handshake from several Bataan
Div., explaining the commemorative march in
veterans before crossing the start line, which activated
southern New Mexico. Wasbotten had prepared for
their timing chips.
his first march with Jenkins.
Sgt. Kevin Jenkins, Individual Replacement
Wasbotten took several breaks during the
Training Company, 4th Infantry Division, thanked
march and finished in 8 hours, 17 minutes and
the survivors as he advanced in their honor for his
18 seconds — covered in sweat and sand. He
first memorial march, wearing his Army combat
suffered deep leg soreness, especially in his
uniform and a hydration pack. He had registered
hamstrings, but only minor blisters pierced his
National Archive photo
for the military light category; heavy required an
soles. He had protected his feet with a combination
A newsstand at a corner drugstore in of dress socks and roll-on deodorant.
additional 35-pound rucksack.
Hayward, Calif., April 9, 1942, explains the
Jenkins joined thousands of marchers pushing
“We trained for about three months,” said
fall of the Bataan peninsula to Japanese Wasbotten, “but it’s something you should train for
through mountainous desert terrain — conquering
war fighters.
tough headwinds, ankle-deep gravel and grueling
over an entire year.” The Soldiers had combined
uphill trails. Several aid stations along the way offered
resistance training at Fort Carson with hikes, such as
medical assistance, sports drinks, fruit, water and restrooms.
Red Rock Canyon, Garden of the Gods, Cheyenne Mountain and Pikes Peak.
“I had blisters the size of drink coasters on the balls of my feet,”
“I know I could have done a lot better,” said Wasbotten, suggesting
said Jenkins, who finished in 6 hours, 45 minutes and 45 seconds.
the march is mentally exhausting.
“I cannot imagine walking like that for more than 60 miles, malnourished
Wasbotten and Jenkins plan to register for the light category at
and without water.”
the 23rd Annual Bataan Memorial Death March, with Family members
and more Fort Carson Soldiers. With their introductory event behind
them, they’re set on improving their pace in the future while continuing
to honor the Bataan veterans.
“If all your training is on flat ground, the march is going to hurt
you,” says Jenkins to anyone considering registration. “You have to
log many miles uphill.”
by Dustin Senger
Mountaineer staff

Photo by Airman 1st Class Joshua Turner

Participants of the 22nd Annual Bataan Memorial Death March imprint
their footprints on the 26.2-mile desert trail March 27 at White Sands
Missile Range, N.M. The event, attended by a record number of more than
6,000 marchers, commemorates the original Bataan Death March,
which occurred in the Philippines during World War II.

Photo by Judith Jenkins

Sgt. Kevin Jenkins, Individual Replacement Training Company, 4th
Infantry Division, races to the finish line during the 22nd Annual Bataan
Memorial Death March at White Sands Missile Range, N.M., March 27.

Photo by Judith Jenkins

Sgt. Kevin Jenkins, Individual Replacement Training Company, 4th Infantry Division, is greeted
by a survivor of the Bataan Death March at White Sands Missile Range, N.M., March 27.
Photo by Judith Jenkins

Participants of the 22nd Annual Bataan Memorial Death March receive medical assistance, sports drinks, fruit and water March 27 at an aid station
located halfway through a 26.2-mile trek in desert terrain at White Sands Missile Range, N.M.

Layout by Jeanne Mazerall
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Police blotter
The following crimes were committed on the Fort Carson installation in March.
AWOL and desertion crimes
4 – servicemembers were cited for desertion.
22 – servicemembers were cited for AWOL.
Motor vehicle crimes
4 – servicemembers were cited for careless
or reckless driving.
1 – civilian was cited for careless or
reckless driving.
11 – servicemembers were cited for DUI,
DWAI, DUID or excessive alcohol content.
4 – civilians were cited for DUI, DWAI, DUID
or excessive alcohol content.
15 – servicemembers were cited for traffic
accidents, damage to government
or private property.
9 – civilians were cited for traffic
accidents, damage to government
or private property.
18 – servicemembers were cited for
traffic violations.
7 – civilians were cited for traffic violations.
Drug and alcohol crimes (not including
motor vehicles)
6 – servicemembers were cited for controlled
substance violations, marijuana or
paraphernalia.
4 – civilians were cited for controlled
substance violations, marijuana
or paraphernalia.
10 – servicemembers were cited for controlled
substance violations, synthetic
cannibanoids.
1 – servicemember was cited for controlled
substance violations, opiates.

2 – civilians were cited for controlled
substance violations, opiates.
5 – servicemembers were cited for controlled
substance violations, other.
4 – servicemembers were cited for
drunk and disorderly.
6 – servicemembers were cited for
underage drinking.
2 – civilians were cited with underage
drinking.
1 – civilian was cited with open container.
Miscellaneous crimes
12 – servicemembers were cited for assault or
menacing.
12 – civilians were cited for assault or menacing.
1 – servicemember was cited for harassment.
2 – civilians were cited for harassment.
10 – servicemembers were cited for spouse
abuse or domestic violence.
10 – civilians were cited for domestic violence.

3 – servicemembers were cited for
disorderly conduct.
8 – servicemembers were cited for
communicating a threat.
4 – servicemembers were cited for failure
to obey a general order, other.
4 – servicemembers were cited for child
endangerment.
6 – servicemembers were cited for larceny
or shoplifting.
11 – civilians were cited for larceny, theft
or shoplifting.
9 – servicemembers were cited for
wrongful destruction.
3 – civilians were cited for criminal
trespassing.
3 – civilians were cited for wrongful
damaging or criminal mischief.
7 – civilians were cited for other crimes.
6 – servicemembers were cited for
other crimes.
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Golf instructors teach youths

Cheyenne
Shadows
Golf Course
instructors
demonstrate
proper
techniques
to get a good
swing at the
ball during the
Clubs for Kids
Day activities
Saturday.
Story and photos by Walt Johnson
Mountaineer staff
The Cheyenne Shadows Golf Course was
overrun by young people Saturday, and golf course
officials could not have been happier.
The golf course hosted its annual Clubs for
Kids Day program designed to help young people
become familiar with the game of golf as part
of the Month of the Military Child events sponsored
by the Directorate of Family and Morale, Welfare
and Recreation.
The youngsters could not have asked for a
better day for the program as the sun-baked
80-degree weather greeted the golfers who showed
up ready to take swings and enjoy the experience
of learning to play the game of golf.
According to golf course officials, 135 post
youths took advantage of the opportunity to learn
the game and get some free prizes. Frank Jacobson,
Cheyenne Shadows Golf Course business manager,
said each child received a golf club, a three-bag
range punch card, three Birdie Balls (while the
supply lasted) and a 15-minute golf lesson from
several adult teachers.
Jacobson added that all participants also had
the opportunity to take swings at the Birdie
Ball 22-foot dinosaur and a second inflatable toy,
which was met with pleasure by both the young
golfers and their parents.
This type of program is a “win-win” situation
for the children and the golf course, said Keith
Stilwell, one of the staffers on hand to help teach the
game of golf. He said the golf course wins because
of the exposure to the game the youths receive and
the youngsters win because they get the opportunity
to learn a “great game” that allows them to be
active in a positive way.
“The great thing about Clubs for Kids is it
gives a pure introduction to the game of golf for

the kids. We like to do this early in April to give
the kids who understand the game a chance to get
back into it and to give those (who) are being
introduced to it a good foundation for the upcoming
spring and summer,” Stilwell said.
Christopher Barrett brought his son Cameron to
the event. Barrett used to bring Cameron to the golf
course before his deployment to Iraq. Saturday gave
him a chance to spend some more time with his son.

“My son is very active and he likes to be out
with dad on the driving range, so I thought it was
a nice idea to let him be a part of a beginner
golf program.” Barrett said. “I want him to learn a
little more about the game so I can take him out
on the course with me. I just got back from Iraq
and before I deployed he would come ... with me to
the golf course. Now this is a great opportunity
to have some father-son time.”

A Cheyenne Shadows Golf Course instructor discusses safety measures with Clubs for Kids Day participants prior
to letting them take swings Saturday.
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Old School claims
basketball crown
by Walt Johnson
Mountaineer staff
Old School used its versatility,
athleticism and champions’ heart to
win the 2011 Fort Carson intramural
championship 58-45 at Garcia
Physical Fitness Center March 31.
Old School won its third consecutive
intramural title while playing without
one of its best players, Ed Jackson, who
had to miss the game due to a military
commitment. But that didn’t stop the
champions from playing their game and
imposing their will on the 3rd Battalion,
16th Field Artillery Regiment, 2nd
Brigade Combat, Team, 4th Infantry
Division, team that came into the
tournament as the second-seeded team.
Antonio Greene and Kenneth
McKinley led the talented Old School to
the championship, but it was not easy.
The battalion team fought the champions
shot for shot in the first half, and it was
anyone’s game going into the second
half. In the second half the champions
outran their opponents, building up their
first double-digit lead and then didn’t
look back en route to capturing the title.

A new running club is available
to members of the Fort Carson
community.
The Mountain Post Running Club
is looking for runners. The club meets
at The Hub Wednesdays with check in
from 5-6 p.m. The club offers fiveand 10-kilometer courses; walkers,
children and pets are welcome.
Contact Kris Spiller at 719-5791606, ext. 256, or kspiller@bbcgrp.com
for more information.
The Warrior Games return to
Colorado Springs May 16-21.
The U.S. Olympic Committee, the
Department of Defense, presenting sponsor
Deloitte, and the USO are teaming up
to bring the Warrior Games to Colorado
Springs for the second consecutive year.
The Warrior Games will feature
220 wounded, ill and injured servicemen and women who will compete
in seven sports — archery, cycling,
shooting, sitting volleyball, swimming,
track and field and wheelchair basketball,
according to event organizers. The
competition is scheduled to be held at
See Bench on Page 26

Welcome
Back
Troops!

Photo by Walt Johnson

Double team
Old School’s Kenneth McKinley, second from left, and Antonio Greene
team up to deny a 3rd Battalion, 16th Field Artillery Regiment, 2nd
Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, player a chance to score
during the post intramural championship game March 31 at Garcia
Physical Fitness Center.
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The Extended Home Buyer’s Tax
Credit is going away for good
on 30-APR-11.
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(includes voice & broadband)
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Recycle your old cell phone at your local Cricket store.
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Coverage not available everywhere. We may limit or terminate your service without prior notice if you no longer reside and have a mailing address in a Cricket-owned network coverage area or if a majority
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Recently deployed Military Members qualify!
PLUS+ receive a Bonus REMAX Buyers REBATE.
140 homes currently available in Fountain $125-175k
125k= $759 150k= $895 175k= $1082
(VA 4.5% Loan)

Call Today…

Randy Ferguson
GRI, LHCP, CDPE, CSSA

REMAX Properties Buyer Specialist

719-540-6453 ofc
719-339-0236 cell
www.BestSpringsHomes.com
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Gentle Dental Care
Howard Short, D.M.D.
Accepting
United Concordia Insurance
for military families!

Botox and Dermafill Treatment
Available!
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT!

719-574-7631

5739 Constitution Ave.

(SW corner Constitution and Powers next to Walgreens)

CARE CREDIT ACCEPTED
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the Olympic Training Center,
the U.S. Air Force Academy
and Wasson High School in
Colorado Springs.
The Colorado Rockies offer
military members special ticket
buys for the upcoming season.
Military personnel can
purchase discount tickets in the
outfield box, pavilion and upper
reserved infield/outfield area for
their Family and friends for four
series in April. The Rockies host
the San Francisco Giants April
20 at 1:10 p.m. The Pittsburgh
Pirates will be the opposition April
29 at 6:40 p.m., April 30 at 6:10
p.m. and May 1 at 1:10 p.m.
Tickets will be sold for $14
each (with a $3.50 service charge
per order), a discount from the usual
range of $20-$38. To take advantage
of the offer, call the Rockies at
303-ROCKIES, ask for the military
discount and provide reference
number 21231126. This offer is
not available on a walk-up basis.
The Colorado Springs Sky
Sox, the Colorado Rockies
triple-A affiliate, continues its
first home series of the season
Friday at 5:05 p.m. with the
Tucson Padres, the triple-A
affiliate of the San Diego Padres.

The Sky Sox have designated
May 14 as Fort Carson Appreciation
Night when they host the Omaha
Storm Chasers (Kansas City
Royals affiliate) at 5:05 p.m. at
Security Service Field in Colorado
Springs. There will also be a
military appreciation night June 9
when the Sky Sox host the Reno
Aces, affiliate of the Arizona
Diamondbacks, at 7:05 p.m.
Members of the Fort Carson
community will have a chance
to compete in the first event
of the Heroes Series in April.
The Fort Carson Adventure
Program and Education and the
Directorate of Family and Morale,
Welfare and Recreation host a
mountain bike race at Cheyenne
Mountain State Park April 16.
The race is the first in the Heroes
Series, being hosted by the
Directorate of Family and Morale,
Welfare and Recreation to help
promote a fit lifestyle. The race,
open to military and civilian
members, features four age
categories. Entry fee is $5 for
all Department of Defense
identification cardholders and $20
for those without an ID card.
Visit http://www.mwrfortcarson.
com/recreation-and-sports.php or
call Trevor McConnell, Carlton
Lane or Emily Hanson at
526-5176 for more information.

      
      

Photo by Walt Johnson

Throwing strikes
Fort Carson’s Ted Hartman gets in some bowling action Sunday at the Thunder Alley
Bowling Center. The bowling center has league play Wednesdays-Fridays; 50-cent Night
Tuesdays from 6-9 p.m. with 50-cent games, shoe rentals and hot dogs; Family Day
Wednesdays from 1-11 p.m. with $1 games and $2 shoes; cosmic bowling Fridays from
9:30-11:45 p.m. and Saturdays from 1-3 p.m.; and Family Fun bowling Sundays that
includes three games of bowling and a pizza meal for $7.
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Money Museum
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National
Coin
Week
Story and photos by Nel Lampe
Mountaineer staff

N

ational Coin Week is
observed April 17-23 with
reduced admission at
the national Money Museum in
A cannon with Civil War era flags are part of the “A House Divided: Money of the Civil War” exhibit in
downtown Colorado Springs.
the Money Museum in Colorado Springs.
Additionally, the museum is
affected by the blockades. Bonds and
God on coins. The first coin to have
admission-free April 16, as it is every
greenbacks created a stable economy in that motto imprinted was the 2-cent
third Saturday of each month.
the North and the Confederacy’s’ weak piece, minted in 1864. Some of those
National Coin Week also
monetary system made it impossible
coins are displayed in the Civil War
commemorates the 150th anniversary
for the South to keep up the fight.
exhibit. A reproduction surgeon’s tent
of the American Civil War with the
During Coin Week, children 12
similar to those used during the Civil
theme “Blue, Gray and Greenbacks.”
and under can take a fun quiz, with
War is shown, while the surgeon’s
The Money Museum is the place
the answers found in the Civil War
tools are authentic. Some medical
to learn about Civil War money as the
exhibit. Every child who completes
instruments are also shown.
exhibit “A House Divided: Money
the quiz wins two 2011 Gettysburg
Firearms and Union and
of the Civil War” is in the museum.
National Military Park quarters.
Confederacy uniforms are exhibited.
According to the Money Museum
The Civil War also brought about
The Medal of Honor was signed
curator, Douglas Mudd, money played
the “In God We Trust” motto that is
into law by President Abraham Lincoln
a crucial role in the Civil War. Money
on many coins and bills. The heavy
is based on the idea that it’s backed by
See Money Museum on Page 28
casualties brought about religious
gold and silver, and the South had few
sentiment and there was a
sources of those metals, so depended
public movement to recognize
on exports, such as cotton, which was

Just the Facts
• TRAVEL TIME — 20 minutes
• FOR AGES — anyone
• TYPE — money museum
• FUN FACTOR — ★★★★

(Out of 5 stars)

• WALLET DAMAGE — FREE - $
$ = Less than $20
$$ = $21 to $40
$$$ = $41 to $60
$$$$ = $61 to $80
(BASED ON A FAMILY OF FOUR)
Union Army uniforms
and artifacts, above,
and the Confederacy
uniforms and
artifacts, right,
are in the Civil
War exhibit in the
Money Museum.

Places to see in the
Pikes Peak area.
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in December 1861. An exhibit about the
history of the medal is displayed. One recipient
of the Medal of Honor was Gen. William
Palmer, the founder of Colorado Springs, who
is the subject of another display.
There are many informative displays about
the Civil War, including a Civil War-era map,
a list of the key battles, and information
about the leaders on both sides.
Visitors learn about the life of Soldiers in
the Civil War, the food they ate and that they
spent much of their time hunting for food.
Union Soldiers were paid $13 a month,
increased in 1864 to $16 per month.
Confederacy Soldiers received $11 a month,
raised in 1864 to $18.
The Money Museum is the American
Numismatic Association’s museum and has
been in Colorado Springs since 1967. In a
building designed for the museum, there
are also administrative offices, the largest
numismatic library in the world and the
ANA national headquarters.
The first floor also contains historic minting

The story of England’s civil war and Oliver Cromwell’s
elevation to the position of lord protector is shown.

equipment, including a huge scale used to
for adults is reduced to $3.
weigh bars of gold and is sensitive enough
The museum is at 818 N. Cascade Ave.,
to weigh a feather.
near the Fine Arts Center and Colorado College.
An 1836 steam press once used by the
A free parking lot with a few spaces
U.S. Mint is also displayed.
marked for visitors is just north of the
Money displays on the first floor includes
museum. Metered parking is available on
a collection of paper money that was printed
Cascade Avenue.
with mistakes.
The first floor also houses a
small gift shop with items of special
interest to coin collectors and people
who want to start a coin collection.
A vault-like gallery houses the
Bass Collection of American gold
coins, money patterns and paper
money. The vault was designed to hold
the impressive collection. Check out
an audio wand from the receptionist,
which explains the collection and
makes it more interesting.
The museum’s bottom floor has
two more exhibits.
“Coins, Crown and Conflict: An
Exploration of Cromwell’s England,”
tells the story of England’s civil
war (1642-1651) in which the
king, Charles I, was executed.
A revolutionary leader, Oliver
Cromwell, became the lord protector
of England in 1653, but refused to
take the crown. Coins and artifacts
from that period are displayed.
The other exhibit on the bottom
floor is “The Faces of Money:
The Good, The Bad, The Ugly.” The
exhibit features the faces (portraits)
that have been on money, and
includes groups such as the queens
of England, rulers, dictators,
famous fliers, American political
leaders, explorers, powerful women
and other faces that have appeared
An exhibit of mistakes made in the printing of money that was put into
on money.
circulation is shown in an exhibit on the first floor of the Money Museum.
The museum is open TuesdaysSaturdays from 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Regular admission is $5 for
adults, $4 for students and active-duty
servicemembers. Children ages
12 and under are admitted free.
During National Coin Week,
April 19-23, museum admission

An 1836 steam press is displayed on the first floor of the Money Museum. It was once used by the U.S. Mint.

State and national park quarters are displayed in a glass case. Those
coins and Lincoln cents can be purchased at the Money Museum.
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Upcoming events at the Pikes Peak Center
for the Performing Arts at 190 S.Cascade
include: Colorado Springs Philharmonic
Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday at 2:30 p.m.
and also April 16 at 8 p.m. and April 17 at
2:30 p.m.; Lukas Nelson and The Promise of
the Real is April 22 at 7:30 p.m.; David Sedaris
performs April 23 at 8 p.m., Imagination
Celebration: Pippi Longstocking is April 26 at
7 p.m.; Jimmie Van Zant is April 29 at
7:30 p.m.; The Temptations perform at 8 p.m.
May 6; The Moody Blues is May 8 at 7 p.m.;
and “Grease” is May 11-12 at 7:30 p.m.
Get tickets at the World Arena or Pikes Peak
Center box offices or call l520-SHOW.

Tickets for U.S. Women’s Open
Half-price tickets are available for military
members for the U.S. Women’s Open
Championship at the Broadmoor July 4-10.
Military deals include daily tickets at $22.50
each, a four-pack of any one-day tickets for
$70, and a trophy club package is $125.
Military ticket orders must be placed online
at http://www.2011uswomensopen.com.

Real pirates exhibit
A special exhibit is in the Denver Museum
of Nature and Science, “Real Pirates: The Untold
Story of the Whydah from Slave Ship to Pirate
Ship,” through Aug. 21. The exhibit tells the
story of the Whydah, a pirate ship that sank in
1717. It was discovered in 1984. The exhibition

features 200 artifacts from the shipwreck,
including coins, cannons and weapons. The
special exhibit costs $22 for adults and $13 for
students. The Denver Museum of Nature and
Science is in Denver’s City Park, at 1001
Colorado Ave., call 303-370-6000.

Pioneers museum lecture
Want to know the real story of Stalag
Luft III during World War II? “Stalag Luft
III: The Secret Story” is Saturday at
2 p.m. presented by Col. Art Durand. Call
385-5990 for a reservation. The museum is
at 215 S. Tejon St.

Fine arts theater
The Fine Arts Repertory group presents “The
Women” at the Fine Arts Center, 30 W. Dale
St., at 7:30 p.m. Friday-Sunday. Call the box
office at 634-5583 for tickets or information.

Theatreworks
Theatreworks presents “The Seagull”
April 21-May 8 at Dusty Loo Bon Vivant
Theatre, 3955 Regent Circle at the University of
Colorado at Colorado Springs. Call
255-3232 for tickets and information.

Photo exhibition
An exhibition of photos by Jennifer Karady
is on display noon-4 p.m. at the Victoria H.
Myhren Gallery in the Shwayder Art Building,
2121 E. Asbury Ave., on the Denver University
campus. Karady works with real veterans to
dramatize their stories in the exhibit “In
Country: Soldiers’ Stories from Iraq and
Afghanistan.” Call 303-871-2846 or 917-9417836 for information.

Free performance for military
Earth Day
Celebrate Earth Day at the Garden of the
Gods visitor center, April 16, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
with activities, birds of prey, Native American
dancers and a magic show.
Rock Ledge Ranch Historic Site, next to
the park, has free admission on Earth Day.
The Falcon Wanderers Volkssport
Association is part of the Earth Day celebration
at the Garden of the Gods. Walkers may
register April 16 at the carriage house at Rock
Ledge Ranch between 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Five- and 10-kilometer trails are available.
Entrance to the ranch is free April 16.

“The Thorn,” a drama presented live,
features music, dance, acrobatics and special
effects by a cast of hundreds has a free
performance for servicemembers at 7 p.m.
Thursday. The free performance is at t New
Life Church, 11025 Voyager Parkway.

Free entry at national parks
National Park Week is April 16-24. During
this time, entrance to national parks will be
waived. National parks closest to Fort Carson
include the Florissant Fossil Beds National
Monument, the Sand Dunes National Park
and Bent’s Old Fort.
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