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Base Briefs
Single Parent’s Network
meeting scheduled
for June 16

The Single Parents Network will
meet June 16 in the Base Chapel resource room in building 300. Topic for
this week’s discussion will be finances
and family.
For more information, contact the
Airman and Family Readiness Center
at 567-3920.

Pre-separation brief

The Pre-separation Counseling briefing is the first step to separating or retiring from the military. This briefing
is mandatory and a prerequisite to all
other transition-related briefings such
as TAP. During this briefing you will
learn about all the benefits and services available to you when you leave
the military. Documentation of this
briefing is accomplished through the
completion of the DD Form 2648. If
you are a year from separation or two
years from retirement, start the transition process now.
Sign up for this briefing by calling
the Airman & Family Readiness Center
at 567-3920.

Volunteer for the Pikes Peak
or Bust Rodeo by June 12

Sign up by June 12 to be a part of one
of the most prestigious events held in
Colorado Springs. The Pikes Peak or
Bust Rodeo is in need of volunteers
— 45 people to act as ushers, ticket
attendants, program sales support,
security, check-in support and assist
with canopy set-up; five people are
needed to distribute posters around
Colorado Springs in designated areas
and four people are needed for a choir
or duet to sing the National Anthem.
The Rodeo has forged strong ties with
the military by sharing its proceeds
(more than $1.5M to date) to support
the troops.
For more information, contact Senior
Master Sgt. Donaldo Puller at 5673726 or at donaldo.puller@schriever.
af.mil.

Free Texas Hold’em Tourney

Sign up now at Outdoor Recreation,
building 300, room 133 for the
Schriever Texas Hold’em Tournament.
The championship title will be awarded
at July 17 Base Picnic Beach Party. The
first 80 people registering from each
group will receive a spot for the following Play-off days: MSG — June 16;
NOG — June 22; OG — July 1; wing,
tenant organizations & others — July
9. Each play-off is held at noon at the
Main Fitness Center. The last two finalists from each group will play for the
championship title at the Base Picnic
Beach Party on July 17.
For more information, call 567-6050
or e-mail brian.mitchell@schriever.
af.mil.
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Inside
Commentary.......................... 3
Sports........................................ 4
PCS policy.............................. 11

		

		

www.csmng.com								

Vol. 3 No. 24

New commander takes reigns of 50 CONS
By Staff Sgt. Stacy Foster
50th Space Wing Public Affairs

The 50th Contracting Squadron welcomed their new commander, Lt. Col. Ruth
Spencer, in an assumption-of-command
ceremony in the DeKok Building atrium
June 12.
As commander of 50th CONS, Colonel
Spencer will command a team of 80 military and civilian professionals who provide
wing-level operational and specialized contracting support for the 50th SW. Worldwide
these programs are valued at more than $1.2
billion.
The squadron provides oversight on more
than 1,000 contracting actions annually in
support of United States Strategic Command,
Air Force Space Command, the president and
the secretary of defense.
The squadron is also responsible for contractual support of the Space Innovation and
Development Center and other 50th SW tenant units as well as administration of the 50th
SW Quality Assurance and Small Business
programs.
Colonel Spencer comes to Schriever from
HQ AFMC, Wright-Patterson AFB, where
she was chief of the resource management
division, directorate of contracting.
She has asubstantial background in space
operations contracting due to several assignments in AFSPC, starting in the 21 CONS
at 21SW at Peterson AFB as a contract specialist and operational contracting officer.
Subsequently, she was at SMC at Los Angeles
AFB as a systems contracting officer for the
Delta II launch vehicle program office supporting GPS launches. Colonel Spencer also
served as deputy chief of contracting for

U.S. Air Force photo/Amber Whittington

Lt. Col. Ruth Spencer, 50th Contracting Squadron commander, accepts the guidon from Col. Edward Baron,
50th Mission Support Group commander, during an assumption-of-command ceremony held in the atrium of
he DeKok Building June 12.
DMSP and later for MILSATCOM.
She returned a year ago from her deployment as chief of the services contracting
team for Multi-National Security Transition
Command executing contingency efforts in
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.
Colonel Spencer was commissioned in 1993
as a graduate of the Reserve Officer Training
Corps from Texas Christian University, Fort
Worth, Texas.
Her major awards include a Defense

Meritorious Service Medal, three
Meritorious Service Medals, three Air Force
Commendation Medals, a Joint Service
Achievement Medal and three Air Force
Achievement Medals.
Colonel Spencer’s degrees include a dual
Master of Arts in management and acquisition management from Webster University
and a Bachelor of Arts in mathematics from
Texas Christian University.

Romero overcomes mechanical failure to claim Duathlon win
Guerra earns women’s title in her first competition
By Scott Prater
Schriever Sentinel

Gerald Romero had to stop twice to fix the chain on his mountain
bike. As precious seconds ticked away, he calmed himself, decided
on a course of action and made quick repairs.
Despite the double snafu, Romero clamored across a 10-mile mountain bike course and sizzled through two, one-mile running legs, to
win June 8’s Schriever Duathlon in 48 minutes, 48 seconds.
“Running is my strong point,” Romero said. “Fortunately, I had
just enough of a lead to where I was able to maintain it. Most of the
triathlon events I do involve road biking, but this showed me that
maybe I have a knack for mountain biking.”
On a calm, sunny morning , duathlon competitors started on a
one-mile run south of the Schriever restricted area, that took them
due west on a sandy trail. After half a mile, runners made a u-turn
and finished back at the start line. From there, they hopped on
mountain bikes and rode through a hilly 10-mile course north to
the base housing area and back to the start line.
But the 26 competitors weren’t done just yet. Once they completed
the mountain-bike leg, competitors discarded their bikes and ran
the same one-mile course they began the competition with, finishing
back at the start line again.
Romero completed Schriever’s 5th Annual Duathlon course in
48 minutes, 51 seconds, while Cory Marion claimed runner up
honors in 49:49.
Helena Guerra finished as the top woman competitor in 1:00.56.
Schriever’s Tami Wise claimed second place among the women in
1:05.50.
“I like to ride my mountain bike, but I’ve never competed in an
event” Guerra said. “I received an e-mail announcing this competition a few weeks ago and I just thought it would be fun to try. “I
didn’t know what to expect. I guess that was a good time. I should
do more of these events.”
The competition was open to all Department of Defense personnel. Romero is a contractor at Fort Carson and Guerra is stationed
at the U.S Air Force Academy.
Men’s runner up Cory Marion caught glimpses of Romero on the
bike course, but couldn’t pull any closer. Romero had a 15-second
advantage after the first running leg and stretched his lead the rest
of the way, even while experiencing mechanical difficulties.
“I caught sight of him (Romero) at the second to the last turn,”

U.S. Air Force photo/Scott Prater

Heath Busche, Lockheed Martin contractor with the 2nd Space Operations Squadron
and Tami Wise, 19th Space Operations Squadron, change shoes in preparation
for the mountain-bike leg of the 5th Annual Schriever Duathlon June 12. Gerald
Romero of Fort Carson won the men’s race and Helena Guerra of the U.S. Air Force
Academy took top honors in the women’s event. Competitors started with a one-mile
run, biked for 10 miles, and finished with another one-mile run.
Marion said. “I tried my best to catch up. He was just within my
sights to where I stayed motivated, but maybe a little too far away
for me to close the distance.”
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Commentary by Lt. Col. Brent
McArthur

3rd Space Operations Squadron commander

Fitness is important because it has a direct
impact on an Airman’s personal health, which
directly contributes to whether the Airman can
make a contribution to the Air Force mission to
fly, fight, and win.
When I joined the Air Force in 1991, I remember the fitness test was a pretty challenging experience. I arrived at Lackland AFB, Texas, in April
1991 to begin Officer Training School. The first
“wakeup” at 5 a.m. and the early morning “fun
run” were opposites of what my daily routine
was at that time in my life. I wasn’t really awake
at 5 a.m. and I wasn’t having fun running that
early in the morning.
After a few weeks of this daily routine, our
flight completed our first practice physical fitness
test to get a feel for where we were and give us an
opportunity to set some personal goals. Once the
results were posted I was surprised at my score.
I thought I was in pretty good shape when I arrived at OTS and thought I could compete well
with my peers. Even though I had passed the
PFT (I think I scored around 200 of a possible
500), I was embarrassed at my results. I was in
the middle of the pack. On that day and at that
moment, I made a commitment to myself that I
was not going to be average at fitness. I wanted
to be at the top of the pack!
The OTS fitness test consisted of pull-ups, a
standing long jump, push-ups, sit-ups and a 600yard dash, all completed within a 15-minute
window. A perfect score was 500, 100 points for
each of the five categories. I remember several
of my flight mates that had scored exceptionally
well (above 400). By offering assistance to those
of us who didn’t do so well, they were being good
“wingmen” before the term became popular.
The morning of the final PFT, I remember the
butterflies in the pit of my stomach. I wanted a
perfect score. Well, I didn’t get that perfect score
but I more than doubled my score. My final PFT
score was in the neighborhood of 485. I missed
“the perfect run time” by just a few seconds. It
was a great feeling to have improved, and I was
in the best shape of9.5
myin.life.
Throughout the next few years, I saw the fitness

test “evolve” from a 1.5 mile run, to a bike test,
and then to what we have today... push-ups, situps, and a 1.5 mile run. The Air Force leadership
seemed to be struggling with how to get folks
“fit to fight,” develop a warrior ethos and keep
injuries to a minimum for those who “crammed”
30 days prior to their annual PFT. The Air Force
leadership seemed to want to change the culture
of the fitness of its members and decided modifying the PFT was the answer.
Recently, after several Air Force inspections/
audits indicated that Airmen weren’t embracing a culture of fitness and that commanders
weren’t enforcing discipline for fitness related
issues, our Air Force leadership concluded the
PFT and the entire Unit Fitness Program needed
some attention. So, the PFT is changing again.
This time it’ll be the frequency of the test that
changes (we’ll begin testing twice a year) as well
as the weighting of some of the components of
the test.
Our Air Force Chief of Staff, General Norton
Schwartz has publicly stated that fitness is a vital
component of Air Force culture. He also said
that it’s crucial for the physical fitness test to
be applied in a consistent manner across the
force. The changes to the testing standards will
be clearer and more understandable and provide
Airmen with explicit feedback on how they can
improve their fitness level. It appears his words
are being translated into action throughout the
Air Force.
As a squadron commander, I have seen the
positive and negative effects of being fit and not
being fit. Unfortunately, I had to initiate separation paperwork on a first term Airman because
he could not make the commitment to succeed
in this area. I’ve also had to sign off on a referral
performance report because an Airman failed his
fitness test just prior to his performance report
being due.
So, what does fitness have to do with leadership? It has everything to do about personal
leadership and being a good wingman. From
early on in my Air Force career I wanted to do my
best and was looking for opportunities to shine,
just like almost everyone that joins the Air Force.
Once I made the initial cut, it seemed to me that
the Air Force fitness standards were one way for

Lt. Col. Brent McArthur, 3rd Space Operations Squadron
commander
new accessions and a different way for active duty
members. As I watched our senior leaders make
decisions about fitness I saw them reacting in
order to correct the poor fitness behavior they
were witnessing. The leadership told me to be fit
yet the program measuring fitness didn’t seem
to match what senior leaders wanted.
Today’s senior Air Force leadership wants all
of us to be healthy, fit and ready to say “send me”
when a tasking comes our way. They have revised
the fitness program and have provided us with
the tools to succeed; now it’s up to us to deliver.
It is every Airman’s personal responsibility to
be ready (especially physically fit) when called
upon and it is also every Airman’s responsibility to help our wingman be physically ready if
he/she is not.
Leadership is about being self-motivated,
setting the example, and “practicing what you
preach.” Our Air Force leaders are telling us it is
important to them and the nation for us to make
fitness a part of our daily routine. It is up to us to
execute that directive and do our best (excellence
in all we do) to continue to improve.

SAVE UP TO $600 ON CHECKING
OR KEEP WATCHING YOUR BANK
COME UP WITH WAYS TO TAKE IT.
TRY USAA BANK.
Better banking begins now | 800-531-8722 | usaabanking.com
What are you paying in maintenance fees? ATM charges? Have you even heard of a teller access
fee? Stop paying for your bank’s creative ﬁnancing. USAA Bank believes in no monthly fees
regardless of balance, free ATMs anywhere nationwide1 and free USAA Web BillPay.® We could
save you up to $600.2 Call 800-531-8722.

1
USAA does not charge a fee for the ﬁrst 10 ATM withdrawals and refunds up to $15 in other banks’ ATM fees each month. A one percent foreign transaction fee applies to withdrawals
outside the U.S. but fee is rebated for active duty service members. 2 Figure based on potential savings with USAA checking compared to average fee information on 2008 bankrate.com
checking study. Availability restrictions apply. Purchase of a bank product does not establish eligibility for or membership in USAA property and casualty insurance companies. USAA
Federal Savings Bank, Member FDIC. © 2009 USAA. 91903-0509
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3rd SOPS focuses on fundamentals, holds off 50th SCS for softball win
By Scott Prater
Schriever Sentinel

Rob Weinmann said his 3rd Space
Operations Squadron teammates felt
embarrassed after losing their first
game of the season by double digits.
The team then scheduled practices and
worked on fundamentals to prepare
for its second game.
The extra work paid off June 16
when 3rd SOPS scored five runs in
second and fift h innings, then held on
to beat 50th Space Communications
Squadron 11-10 in Schriever intramural softball action.
“Our first game was horrible,” the
3rd SOPS captain said. “It definitely
gave us some motivation to work
on some things and improve our
performance.”
Using four consecutive base hits, 3rd
SOPS took an early lead with five runs
in the second inning. Jeremy Chakos
drove in two runs with a single to left
field and Marcus Massengale drove in
two more with a sharp grounder past
second base.
Edwin Monzon powered the fift hinning scorefest with a two-run inside-the-park home run to deep right
field.
“I just noticed they were playing me
shallow in right field so I tried to hit
it that way,” Monzon said. “It worked
out. The ball rolled to the fence and I
got around.”
Following Monzon’s homer, 3rd
SOPS led 11-6 in the top half of the
fi ft h. Thanks to the solid defensive
play of Weinmann and the pitching
of Jason Chism, 3rd SOPS held 50th
SCS scoreless in the first two innings.
Weinmann turned a double play and
Chism recorded two strike outs in the

first two innings.
Despite trailing 5-2 after two and
11-6 after five, 50th SCS clawed its way
back with three runs in the fourth, two
more in the fift h and three in seventh,
while its defense held 3rd SOPS scoreless in the final two innings.
“We made a couple of mental errors,” said 50th SCS co-captain Paul
Delong. “We had a player touch the
wrong home plate and that cost us
three runs, because it was the third
out of the inning. And, we had some
errors in the field, but everybody
played hard.”
The Schriever softball field has two
home plates as a safety precaution.
Runners are supposed to touch the
outside plate to score a run, whereas
catchers use the inside plate to make
defensive plays. So when a runner
mistakenly touches the inside plate,
an automatic out is recorded.
That rule hurt 50th SCS because
James Zimmer drove in three runs
with his line drive to centerfield in the
fourth inning, but because the lead
runner touched the wrong plate with
two outs, none of the runs counted.
Despite the snafu, 50th SCS went on
to score to score two runs in the fift h
and three more in the seventh.
Tom Quick capped a 3-for-3 day at
the plate with a two-run double to start
the seventh inning, but Weinmann
thwarted the rally and ended the game
by scooping up a grounder and stepping on third base for the final out.
Third SOPS evened its record at 1-1
on the season while 50th SCS dropped
to 1-1.
“We stayed calm and didn’t allow
the situation to stir us up too much,”
U.S. Air Force photo/Scott Prater
Delong said. “That was key to closing Edwin Monzon smashed a two-run, inside-the-park homer in the fifth inning June 16 to lead 3rd SOPS to an 11-10 victory
it out.”
over 50th SCS in Schriever intramural softball action.
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PCS policy changes promote stability, quality of life
RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas
(AFNS) — Air Force officials have modified two permanent change of station policies to give Airmen more flexible assignment options and better force development
opportunities.
The time-on-station requirement for government funded join-spouse assignments,
where military couples are assigned, when
possible, to a location where they can live
in the same residence, has changed from 24
to 12 months.
“This change gives Airmen more flexibility
and will help minimize financial hardships
for married couples who are geographically
separated and managing two households,”

said Letty Inabinet, chief of the assignment
programs and procedures branch at the Air
Force Personnel Center here.
This policy change also applies to Airmen
with projected permissive join-spouse assignments who have not departed their current
duty station. Permissive reassignments are
those where Airmen pay all moving expenses
and travel time is charged as leave.
The other PCS change involves recent
adjustments in manning requirements for
Airmen at stateside bases, which is expected
to open up more base-of-preference opportunities for first-term and career Airmen.
“It’s all about improving the quality of
life of our Airmen,” said Ms. Inabinet, “and

to give those who are eligible opportunities to broaden their experiences at different
locations.”
These changes are expected to open up opportunities in the Voluntary Stabilized Base
Assignment Program, which gives Airmen
the option to volunteer for certain bases in
the continental U.S. that historically have
been hard to fill. The benefit to the volunteer
is a stabilized tour of either four or five years
depending on the location.
All other PCS policies, including assignment lengths, remain the same. In 2006, Air
Force officials extended the average assignment length for most Airmen from three
years to four years, which has reduced the

number of yearly PCS moves.
Limiting the number of PCS moves both
stateside and overseas has helped the Air
Force save PCS costs.
“Fewer moves allows children to stay in
school longer, gives spouses the ability to
remain in stable careers and lets families stay
in their homes longer,” Ms. Inabinet said.
Although 48 months is the goal, some
Airmen, depending on the career field and
mission needs, may need to rotate more often, she said.
For more information, Airmen can call
the Total Force Service Center at (800) 5250102, commercial (210) 565-5000 or DSN
665-5000.

Air Force ofﬁcials release technical sergeant selection stats
RANDOLPH AIR
FORCE BASE, Texas
(AFNS) — Air Force officials selected 7,724 of
37,172 eligible staff sergeants for promotion to
technical sergeant for
a selection rate of 20.78
percent.
The average score for
those selected was 319.69,
with an average time in
grade and time in service
of 5.68 and 10.85 years
respectively. The average
score was based on the following point averages: 133.29 for
enlisted performance reports, 67.67
for the promotion fitness exam, 56.78
for the specialty knowledge test, 40.54 for

time in grade, 23.95 for time in service and 5.36
for decorations.
The technical sergeant promotion list will be released publicly June 18 at 8 a.m. Central Standard
Time on the Air Force Personnel Center’s public
Web site and on AFPC’s “Ask” site at Spotlight
and Enlisted Promotions.
“This release has special significance because
it is the first time in 12 years that the Air Force
has not released the master sergeant and technical sergeant selection lists at the same time,”
said Chief Master Sgt. Michael Hall, the enlisted
promotions and military testing branch chief.
In 1997, the master sergeant and technical sergeant promotion release dates were combined to
streamline the release procedure. However, since
the inception of the virtual Enlisted Promotion
Release Application, Air Force Personnel Center
officials have made great strides to improve the
promotion release process.

At 9 a.m. CST on June 18, Airmen can access
their score notices on Virtual Military Personnel
Flight and the AF Portal. Those selected for
technical sergeant will be promoted according
to their promotion sequence number beginning
in August.
As a reminder, the selections are tentative until
the data verification process is complete, which
is no later than 10 days after the promotion release date. AFPC officials will notify Airmen, via
military personnel flights and military personnel
elements, if their selection is in question.
The virtual promotion release is one of the
many technological initiatives AFPC has taken
to deliver personnel services via 24/7 Web-based
personnel information.
For more information, visit the enlisted promotions page on AFPC’s “Ask” Web site or call
the 24-hour Total Force Service Center at (800)
525-0102.
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Wanted: base picnic volunteers

The base picnic will be July 17. To ensure a successful picnic,
Schriever AFB relies heavily on the help from volunteers.
This year there are more than 100 volunteers needed. If
you’d like to volunteer to help make the base picnic a success, please sign up.
For more information, contact Derek Hamby of 50
FSS/FSMM at 567-2754 or at derek.hamby-02@schriever.
af.mil.

The 2009 Concert in the Park is an expression of appreciation for members of the military community who have made
and are still making so many sacrifices for their country.
The Air Force Academy Stellar Brass Band will provide
musical entertainment from 6 to 7:45 p.m. The program will
also include free hot dogs, hamburgers and bottled water.
Bring your own lawn chairs or blankets.
For more information on this entertaining and relaxing
event, call 556-4915 or 556-8314.

Free home energy kits

Mock Interviewing: June 11, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Energy Outreach Colorado is offering free home energy
kits until June 15 to all holders of military ID cards who fall
under a required financial threshold. The financial threshold is as follows: household size and income — one person,
$38,080; two people, $43,520; three people, $48,960; four
people, $54,400; five people, $58,752; six people, $63,104;
etc. The kit consists of six energy saving light bulbs, a showerhead, faucet aerator and tips on what you can do to save
even more on your utility bill.
Call the A&FRC at 567-3920 or stop by to receive an
application.

Disneyland Resort Military Salute extended
to Sept. 30

As part of “Disney’s Armed Forces Salute” campaign,
active and retired U.S. military personnel, including active
members of the U.S. Coast Guard or Reserves are eligible for
a complimentary, multi-day admission into the Disneyland
Resort Theme parks, and can book rooms at one of the three
Disneyland Resort hotel properties at a special rate. For
example, at Disney’s Paradise Pier Hotel, active or retired
members of the military and their families may find hotel
rooms starting at $119 per night during the value season.
The number of rooms available at these special rates is limited. During the offer period, active or retired U.S. military
Luck.
personnel also may make a one-time purchase of an adult or
child three-day “Disney’s Armed Forces Salute Companion”
ticket for up to five family members (including spouse) or
friends for the price of an adult one-day park hopper ticket.
Purchase your tickets at Outdoor Recreation, building 300,
room 133.
For more information, contact Outdoor Recreation/ITT
at 567-6050.

Surprise him with a gift
Surprise
him
with
gift
Looking
totoaenjoy.
Relax?
he’s
sure
he’s sure to enjoy.

Gift certificates and Spa Packages available.
Gift certificates and Spa packages available.

You’re in

719-495-6699719-495-6699

7376 McLaughlin Road, Falcon, Colorado

7376 McLaughlin Road, Falcon, Colorado (Located in The Shops at Woodmen Hills) ¥ www.OasisSalonFalcon.com
Joan and Chuck Sell, Proprietors

(Located in The Shops at Woodmen Hills)

www.OasisSalonFalcon.com
Joan and Chuck Sell, Proprietors

719-495-6699

EQUAL Plus news

Airman Management System EQUAL Plus advertisements
offer military members the ability to volunteer for special
assignments outside of the normal assignment cycles. Two
enhancements have been added within the EQUAL Plus
area. First, a new AMS robot email was created which will
generate to an individual after they have volunteered for a
particular EQUAL Plus job. The e-mail will confirm they
have volunteered for a particular EQUAL Plus job. If this
action was done in error they will also be provided step by
step guidelines on how to withdraw their volunteer status.
The second enhancement deals with another robot email
which will generate after the assignment NCO has selected
the most qualified/eligible individual for a particular EQUAL
Plus job. The selectee will receive an assignment rip; the
individuals that were not selected will receive an e-mail
notification. Remember you may only apply for one EQUAL
Plus job at a time.
For more information, call 567-2240 or e-mail wayne.
kingsbury@schriever.af.mil.

7376 McLaughlin Road, Falcon, Colorado (Located in The Shops at Woodmen
® Hills) ¥ www.OasisSalonFalcon.com
Joan and Chuck Sell, Proprietors
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LASIKPLUS LASER
VISION CORRECTION
Reasons to choose LasikPlus:
• Follow-up exams covered at
any of our 75 centers nationwide
• Convenient weekend and
evening hours

• Karen Heuer, M.D. –
LASIK Surgeon
is Board-Certiﬁed by the
American Board of Ophthalmology
and has 13 years of laser vision
correction experience.

Call to schedule your
FREE LASIK vision exam!

1-866-926-EYES
(3937)

lasikplus.com

Concert in the Park July 31

The Peterson Air and Space Museum Foundation will
sponsor Concert in the Park 2009 July 31 at Peterson Airpark
(150 East Ent Avenue). Active duty and retired military, DoD
civilians and all their family members are welcome.

FREE Library Resources
for Adults, Kids
 Computers & & Teens
FREE internet access
 Storytimes & activities
 Homework resources
 WiFi & laptops
 Books, DVDs, CDs, & more!
12 locations in El Paso County!

This is an opportunity to go through the interview process
in a mock setting with an employer. Bring a resume and come
dressed for an interview. It is open to active duty military,
civilians, and military dependents, including spouses. This
class is scheduled for 1 to 4 p.m. June 11 at the Airman &
Family Readiness Center. Call 567-3920 to register.

Camping Package at ODR

Rent a camping package for less at Outdoor Recreation,
building 300, room 133. Camping package rental is just $50
and includes a tent, four sleeping bags with mats/pads and a
cooler. Significant savings can be had, allowing you to rent
bicycles and other camping gear for less.
For more information, call Outdoor Recreation at 5676050.

Waterworld tickets now available

Purchase Waterworld tickets at ITT, building 300, room
133. Tickets are $27 each for individuals 40 inches tall and
up. Individuals 39 inches and under are free. Waterworld
park opens May 23, and operates 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., weather
permitting.
For more information, call the A&FRC at 567-6050.

University representative ofﬁce hours

The following university representatives will be available
in the DeKok building, room 310 at the specified dates and
times: Webster University: Every first and third Monday, 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. (Rep- Bill Houth, 574-7562); Colorado State
Pueblo: Tuesdays, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. (Rep-Rick Perez, 5743312; Devry University: Every first and third Wednesday,
10 a.m. to noon, and every first Thursday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
(Rep-Cedric Johnson, 963-1688); Pikes Peak Community
College: Every second Monday, 10 a.m. to noon (Rep-Ron
Shields, 502-4300); Embry Riddle: Every second and fourth
Tuesday, 1 to 4 p.m. (Rep-Michelle Erlacher, 567-6858); Regis
University: Every fourth Thursday, noon to 4 p.m. (Rep-John
Hill, 264-7021); University of Phoenix: Fridays, 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. (Crista Hill, 235-4077).
For more information, contact Master Sgt. Scott Dillingham
at 567-5927 or by e-mail at scott.dillingham@schriever.
af.mil.

Operation: Military Kids

Operation: Military Kids is an outreach initiative to provide support and assistance to all branches of military youth
and families. The following camps are available:
June 15-19 Technology Camp, Buckley AFB (youth ages
9-18)
Aug 2-5 Girls Camp for Girls, Camp Sky High (girls ages
12-18)
Aug 2-5 Camp Tomahawk (girls ages 7-11)
For more information or an application, contact Shauna
Woods at 970-491-1807 or by e-mail at shauna.woods@colostate.edu.

See Briefs page 12
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Stop by an AT&T store today and ask about our 15% military service discount
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usage allowance is the lesser of 6 MB or 20% of the KB incl’d with your plan). Sales tax calculated based on price of unactivated equipment. AT&T is the only national carrier with the SAMSUNG a657. ©2009 AT&T
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Enhanced Global Hawk to roll out June 25
By Derek Kaufman

88th Air Base Wing Public Affairs

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR
FORCE BASE, Ohio (AFNS) — Air
Force and Northrop Grumman officials will roll out the first Block 40 RQ-4
Global Hawk June 25 at Air Force Plant
42 in Palmdale, Calif.
The Block 40 carries the Multiplatform Radar Technology Insertion
Program (MP-RTIP) enhanced sensor
suite. The Air Force plans to purchase
15 of the Block 40 variant.
“The RQ-4 Block 40 weapon system
primarily supports the warfighter’s
battle management command and
control (BMC2) mission while also supporting the Intelligence, Surveillance
and Reconnaissance mission. Its’
multi-mode MP-RTIP radar provides
enhanced ground moving target indication and high quality radar imagery,”
said Dr. Yvette Weber, engineering
director with the 303rd Aeronautical
Systems Group at Wright-Patterson,
which manages the Global Hawk
system.
The development of the MP-RTIP sensor suite is managed by the Electronic
Systems Center at Hanscom Air Force
Base, Mass. The prime contractor for
this new sensor is North Grumman in
El Segundo, Calif.
The RQ-4 Global Hawk is a highaltitude, long-endurance unmanned
U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Brian J. Ellis
aircraft system with an integrated sen- Gen. Donald J. Hoffman is briefed on RQ-4 Global Hawk operations during a visit with the 380th Air Expeditionary Wing in Southwest Asia in February. Air Force and
sor suite that provides intelligence, sur- Northrop Grumman officials will unveil the first Block 40 version of Global Hawk June 25 at Air Force Plant 42 in Palmdale, Calif. The Block 40 variant adds Battle
veillance and reconnaissance, or ISR, Management and Control capability. The Aeronautical Systems Center at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio, manages the RQ-4 fleet. General Hoffman is the Air
capability worldwide via satellite data Force Materiel Command commander
link. The system is in high demand by
joint warfighters and has flown more
launch and recovery element, sensors, intelligence capability. This latest Block 40 six Block 30 aircraft are in various stages of
than 31,000 hours while deployed in con- communication links, support element and variant adds battle management and control test and acceptance, Doctor Weber said.
tingency operations since 2001, program trained personnel. The Block 20 system em- capability.
A total of 15 Block 40 aircraft are planned
officials said.
ploys a side-looking synthetic aperture radar,
To date, the Air Force has completed accep- for production, with the first aircraft schedThe Global Hawk system consists of the electro-optical and medium-wave infrared tance of the seven Block 10 aircraft. Six Block uled for delivery to Grand Forks Air Force
RQ-4 aircraft, mission control element, sensors. The Block 30 system adds a signals 20 aircraft have been purchased and another Base, N.D., in 2011, Air Force officials said.
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Anticipation is backbone of homeland defense, commander says
By John J. Kruzel

American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON (AFNS) — Anticipation
is the key to readiness, the chief of the combatant command responsible for the military
role in homeland defense said June 16.
Gen. Victor E. Renuart Jr., commander
of U.S. Northern Command and North
American Aerospace Defense Command,
said that when he took over the reins
more than two years ago, he modified the
NORTHCOM mission statement to reflect
this notion.
“When I took command, I added one word
to the mission statement, and it was ‘anticipate,’” General Renuart told an audience at
the Center for Strategic and International
Studies here. “And it forces you to think
differently about planning, preparation
and prevention. It forces you to think about
resiliency.”
The men and women of NORTHCOM,
which was established about a year after the
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, are responsible for an area of operations that includes
the United States, Canada and Mexico. The
command serves as a “one-stop-shopping”
point for military support in case of an attack
on American soil.
NORAD is a joint U.S.-Canadian command established 51 years ago to defend
against nuclear-armed Soviet aircraft entering North American airspace. Decades
later, the command’s mission has expanded
to include early detection of threats via air,
space, land and sea.
Reflecting NORAD’s level of anticipation
is the number of flights command personnel
identified as suspicious and responded to
last year. They cited 278 aircraft as “targets
of interest,” so-called because a pilot fails
to communicate or use proper transponder
codes, follows a flight plan incorrectly or
behaves in some way to cause concern.
“On September 10, 2001, we didn’t necessarily have that same focus and we certainly
didn’t have the capacity to respond across the
nation in the way we have today,” General

Renuart said.
During 78 of those instances,
NORAD operators scrambled
fighter jets to respond to or intercept the suspicious aircraft. About
50 of these flights were diverted to
alternate air fields, where the pilots
were greeted by law enforcement
agents.
One infamous case this year
was that of Adam Dylan Leon, a
30-year-old Canadian who hijacked
a Cessna 172 from a flight school in
Ontario and, in an attempted suicide, flew across the Midwestern
United States in hopes of provoking
NORAD responders to shoot him
down, officials said.
“Certainly, we have that capability (to shoot down aircraft), and
each of our fighters is armed every
day when they fly,” General Renuart
said. “But we also have a process of
command and control and communication and coordination that
allows us to learn a lot about that
person as this event is occurring.”
The sheer number of participants speaks to NORAD’s level
Courtesy photo
of preparation and coordination.
Teaming up to deal with the sto- An F-15 Eagle flies over NASA’s Cape Canaveral. NORAD and NORTHCOM routinely provide military support to NASA
len Canadian flight were American shuttle launches, ensuring airspace safety and security for the launch and landing by enforcing the FAA’s Temporary Flight
and Canadian NORAD agents; Restriction zones. NORTHCOM is responsible for an area of operations that includes the United States, Canada and Mexico.
representatives from the U.S. The command serves as a “one-stop-shopping” point for military support in case of an attack on American soil.
Federal Aviation Administration,
U.S. Transportation Security
“Interestingly, when he landed, I was talk- using the military for law enforcement.
Administration, Royal Canadian Mounted ing on this conference to the Royal Canadian
“There are some who believe that somehow
Police, Canada’s civil air navigation ser- Mounted Police hostage negotiators, who we have created this command to exercise
vice, the White House, U.S. Departments of were with this guy’s ex-girlfriend, who was military authority in the homeland, and that is
Defense and Homeland Security; and, oddly texting him on his cell phone to say, ‘Land not the case,” he said. “Trust me, I’ve got about
enough, the pilot’s ex-girlfriend.
safely. Don’t go anywhere. Someone will be 16 lawyers who follow me around everyday
“We were able to have this dialogue while there,’” General Renuart said, adding that just to make sure I don’t trip over that line.
this event was occurring, while we had fight- command representatives then handed off
“The art form in this is to ensure that you
ers — and by the way while we had customs control to local authorities.
can be leaning on the edge of that precipice to
and border patrol — shadowing this guy as
The general emphasized that the people provide the right support,” he continued, “but
he continued south,” General Renuart said, in his commands fastidiously adhere to the not trip off and invade the rights and safeties
noting that the pilot landed safely on a small rules outlined in the Posse Comitatus Act, a that are guaranteed by our Constitution to
road in southern Missouri.
federal law that restricts the government from our civilians.”
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Super Car documentary debuts on airforce.com

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas (AFNS) —
The making of the Air Force’s newest national mobile
marketing assets, the X-1 and Vapor, can now be seen in
a 22-minute documentary featured on airforce.com.
The documentary captures a team of Airmen chosen
to work with a crew at Galpin Auto Sports to customize a
white Ford Mustang (X-1) and a black Dodge Challenger
(Vapor) over a three-month period for the Air Force
Recruiting Service 2009 Super Car Tour, a new Air Force
recruiting initiative that kicked off in May.
The Air Force partnered with Galpin Auto Sports to
create two unique hyper-styled vehicles with the most
technologically advanced features available. The vehicles are a combination of form, function and futuristic
entertainment.
“We’re looking for hands-on people to serve in critical
Air Force jobs, and we’re fortunate that this partnership
will help attract young people who are looking for opportunities to pursue those interests,” said Daniel Elkins,
Air Force Recruiting Service. “The Super Car Tour is illustrative of the kinds of opportunities available in the
Air Force where technology knows no limit.”
Representing the muscle of the Air Force, the ‘X-1’
Mustang is matte-pearlescent painted with a jet cockpit
that includes a single-driver ejection seat in the center
of the vehicle, short shifter, flight stick and advanced instrumentation panel. The X-1 also has a concealed motorized steering wheel, custom foot pedals, GPS transponder
and the innovative dash is equipped with a touch screen
monitor and sensor pack that displays night and thermal
vision. The 4.6 liter engine includes 3-valve Ford Racing
heads, cold air intake, hot rod cams, and long tube headU.S. Air Force photo/Master Sgt. Scott Reed
ers creating 500hp, and is maintained by a custom Ford The ‘X-1’ Mustang is matte-pearlescent painted with a jet cockpit that includes a single-driver ejection seat in the center of the vehicle, short shifter, flight stick
Racing Tuning Program.
and advanced instrumentation panel. The X-1 also has a concealed motorized steering wheel, custom foot pedals, GPS transponder and the innovative dash
The stealth-black Air Force Challenger ‘Vapor’ features a is equipped with a touch screen monitor and sensor pack that displays night and thermal vision. The 4.6 liter engine includes 3-valve Ford Racing heads,
biometric access to open the vertical doors, a custom stealth cold air intake, hot rod cams, and long tube headers creating 500hp and is maintained by a custom Ford Racing Tuning Program. The X-1 is one of the Air
body kit with jet enhancements and a carbon fiber exterior Force’s newest mobile marketing assets and will be touring high schools and a variety of Air Force sponsored events as part of the 2009 Super Car Tour.
trim. Other exterior components include one-off carbon
fiber wheels, a custom stealth exhaust mode that allows
“For Galpin Auto Sports to be commissioned by the most knowledge and skills that enables me to stand where I am tothe vehicle to run in complete silence or you can open
up the headers to facilitate the aggressive sound of the engine, technologically advanced organization on Earth is truly an day.” said Mad Mike.
The 2009 Super Car Tour will travel across the country this
shaker hood, radar-absorbing paint, proximity sensors, and a honor,” said Beau Boeckmann, chief designer for Galpin Auto
360-degree camera with a quarter-mile range. The interior of Sports. “This is one of the most extraordinary and important year as part of a mobile marketing campaign to educate young
people on the mechanical and technical career opportunities
the Vapor is complete with aircraft style controls, a passenger projects that we have ever done.”
The vehicles recently debuted in Austin, Texas, during the available in the Air Force. The tour will primarily visit high
side steering wheel, GPS tracking, night and thermal vision via
schools and a variety of Air Force-sponsored events including
a film on the front windshield, and the most technologically 2009 AFRS Marketing Conference.
Galpin Auto Sport’s lead customizer, Mad Mike, was present the DUB magazine auto show, Hot Import Nights, Battle of the
advanced computer system with remote control UAS-type access
from anywhere in the world utilizing the Internet. The Vapor for the unveiling and felt a personal connection to this project Imports, Formula Drift, International Hot Rod Association and
local community events.
also comes with two custom flight helmets in line with the Air having started his career in the Air Force.
“If
it
was
not
for
the
U.S.
Air
Force,
I
would
not
have
the
- courtesy Galpin Auto Sports
Force themeCOSprings_Military_AD.ai
of the vehicle.
8/25/08
3:03:41 PM
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A higher calling

www.BarryBoalsSellsColoradoSprings.com
Barry F. Boals

The crew needed to be off the ground in 15 minutes to
Commentary by
Lt. Col. Richard J. Hughes
beat the weather, but would wait as long as possible. It
407th Air Expeditionary Group deputy commander
was time to act quickly to get this Soldier home, but with
ALI BASE, Iraq (AFNS) — It’s 115 degrees Fahrenheit, the honor he deserved.
and we’re in the shade of an aircraft silhouette. The wind
Calling over the radio net, I asked a base chaplain to
is blowing steadily at about 25 knots (29 mph). It’s like come quickly to the ramp. The aircrew was reconfiguring
standing in front of a giant hair dryer.
the aircraft to receive the fallen Soldier. Several Airmen
The weather forecaster says there are gusts up to 35 from the terminal were nearby. I gathered them together
knots. The wind is sending a steady stream of sand and and briefed them on the situation.
dust whipping across the Ali Base flightline into the faces
The chaplain pulled up; this was his first ‘hero’ flight.
of Airmen and Soldiers alike. There is silence, except for We didn’t know the Soldier’s faith; the Army mortuary
the wind.
affairs team only had a name and unit. It didn’t matter
Yet, we stand, at attention in two straight lines, be- because the chaplain knew exactly what needed to be
ginning at the ramp of a C-130 Hercules. We’re waiting done. Chaplains endeavor to meet the religious needs of
to render honors. We ignore the
every service member, regardless
heat, the wind and the sand. We When one of our own makes that of faith.
are humbled by the presence of
“Group! Present arms!” Twenty
ﬁnal, ultimate sacriﬁce, we must arms
one of our countrymen.
rose simultaneously and
Thirty minutes prior on this do everything we can to make held the first of a series of final
Sunday morning, the day began sure he or she is given the highest salutes to the Soldier. The f lagvery much like any other day with level of honor and respect.
draped transfer case, carried by
physical training then off to the
three Airmen and three Soldiers,
office to get planes and people moving. However, today I passed by silently and solemnly. The chaplain followed
needed to get to the chapel for religious services — time slowly, saying prayers as he walked. The pallbearers placed
for personal prayer and reflection.
the transfer case gently in the hold of the aircraft.
Exactly three minutes into the service, the chaplain
“Order arms!” Twenty arms slowly dropped. The chapassistant tapped me on the shoulder.
lain remained, continuing to say prayers for the Soldier,
“Sir, the command post needs to speak with you im- his family, his friends and his fellow comrades in arms.
mediately,” he said.
We prayed silently to ourselves for this young man who
“Damn,” I thought, I just signed off the net five min- was far from home and away from those who know him
utes ago. After saying a quick prayer, I went to the chapel and who are grieving their loss.
annex.
“Group! Dismissed!” The small formation took a step
“Sir, we just got notified of an inbound ‘hero’ flight, back, did an about face and marched off silently. I thanked
due on the deck in 30 minutes,” said the on-duty emer- the crew for allowing us to take the time to render honors
gency action controller. “It was diverted in flight by the to this fallen Soldier.
Combined Air Operations Center, and they’re here to
As Airmen, Soldiers, Sailors and Marines, we routinely
take a Soldier home.”
endure hardship and sacrifice on behalf of our fellow
I asked if the brigade and garrison commands have been countrymen. Unlike any other profession, ours comes
notified. Our installation is a joint base, and the respective with the realization that we may pay the ultimate sacrifice
service usually handles all the coordination.
thousands of miles away from home, in a foreign land.
“Sir they’ve been notified, however we’re unsure if they’ll We are duty- and honor-bound to do whatever we must
have a team in place,” the EAC said.
to protect and ensure the freedoms of our citizens.
“I’ll be on the flightline ramp in 10 (minutes),” I said.
When one of our own makes that final, ultimate sacWaiting on the ramp were three Soldiers from the bri- rifice, we must do everything we can to make sure he or
gade mortuary affairs platoon. They had prepared the she is given the highest level of honor and respect. Nothing
remains of a young Soldier, killed the day before, for trans- interferes with that obligation. That is why, despite the heat,
port. Moreover, they were tired, having worked throughout the sand and the wind, we gathered on a flightline in southern
the night to get him ready for his final journey.
Iraq. It is what needed to be done for a Soldier who paid the
The weather forecast indicated deteriorating conditions. ultimate sacrifice, one who met a “higher calling.”

(719) 290-8500
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Jeff Boals
(719) 460-5050

www.CoSpringsHotNewListings.com

Need a
Manctuary?

We can build or help you build a customized basement or ofﬁce, sports
room, game room, theatre or workshop. Big or small, we do it all – from
complete man caves to stand alone man-rooms, working garages, and
workshops. We can also build you an open-air cave with custom decks
and patios, outdoor bars and grills, and weekend-friendly landscaping.
Tell us what you want and we will build you the perfect mantastic place.
We support active-duty and retired military families, ask us for a free estimate and get ready for summer! Licensed, insured, established Colorado
Springs business. Tell us your plan and we will make it happen

For a free estimate - email us at manrooms@gmail.
com or contact us at 287-0016 or 271-8683.
Also keep in mind we property manage and ﬁx anything you need done for a fair price.

You are invited to
First Baptist Church of Peaceful Valley
• Independent - Fundamental
• King James Bible
• Soul Winning and Visitation Program
• Bus Ministry
• Faith Promise Missions
• Annual Missions Conference
• Old Fashioned Preaching
• Strong Bible Centered Families

Services are as follows:

Sunday 9:45am Sunday School
10:30am Preaching Service
6:00pm Evening Service
Wednesday 7:00pm Bible Study
and Prayer Meeting
Thursday 9:30am and 6:30pm Visitation
Saturday Men’s Prayer Meeting 9:00am

First Baptist
Christian Academy
is now enrolling
for the 2009-2010
school year.
• Kindergarten - 1st:
Abeka curriculum
• 2nd - 12th grade:
A.C.E. curriculum

AW Payne, Pastor (719-392-4444)
www.firstbaptistchurchofpeacefulvalley.org

Free classiﬁeds for Servicemembers
Call 329-5210
TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination benefit!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!

referral is
No Primary Care
ply call for
necessary. Sim
.
an appointment

• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be filled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

ONE GREAT nation
TWO TERRIFIC OFFERS

30 o/o

off Lodging

On In-Town Condos & Homes

866.387.5717

AlpineResortProperties.com

30%

off lodging
Ski-in/Ski-out
Condos

800•621•8190

www.ironhorsevacations.com

take a winter park ski vacation. you`ve earned it.
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Briefs

History Quiz

From page 6

Colorado Renaissance Festival tickets

Outdoor Recreation/ITT will have Colorado
Renaissance Festival tickets soon. The festival will
be held June 13 to Aug. 2, weekends only, from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. Ticket prices are $15.95 for adults and
$7 for children ages 5-12. Those under 5 are free.
For more information, call 567-6050 or stop by
the ODR office in building 300, room 133.

AF Space Camp Program

What is this aircraft and during what period did
the 50th Fighter Wing operate it?

Air Force Services Family Member Programs is
proud to announce the AF Space Camp Program at
the U.S. Space and Rocket Center, Huntsville, Ala.,
held July 26 to Aug. 1, 2009. Youth will experience,
imagine and interact through Space Shuttle mission
simulations, tours of the center and the chance to
witness first-hand the everyday challenges faced by
astronauts.
The camp is an inspiring week of fun and enriching space activities. This program is open to family
members of active duty military assigned to or living on an AF installation, AF retired military, AF
civilian employees or activated Air National Guard
or AF Reserve.
Interested youth with a minimum GPA of 2.8 may
complete the electronic nomination form available
at www.afyouthprograms.com and drop it off at
the Schriever AFB Child Development Center, the
Peterson AFB Youth Center or with Toni Hansen
at 567-5364, or by e-mail at toni.hansen@schriever.
af.mil.
Nomination forms must include a parental signature in order to be considered.

FREE

FOR THE
FIRST MONTH

Colorado Springs #1 Choice for Independent
Toyota & Lexus Service

WITH THIS AD

2 lOcaTIONS
TO SERvE yOu

3150 Boychuk Ave
719-391-1900
4750 Scarlet Drive
719-282-1000

Quality Expert Service with a personal touch
Peterson AFB

(located just west of the PAFB North Gate)
Colorado Springs, CO 80915

Platte

719-570-0019

Powers

We provide a full range
of General and Family
Dentistry services a new
state-of-the-art clinic.
Convenient,
Comfortable and
Patient Friendly
atmosphere!

**New Customers Only **

Toyota factory trained & certified
technicians with over 50 years
combined experience.

6305 E. Platte Ave.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Beem’s
Wrangler RV Park

10% Military discount

Call Dr. John Royal, D.D.S. and his Staff today!
We accept
TriCare/United
Concordia and
TriCare Retired
Delta Dental Provider

955-4023

6149 Tutt Blvd.,
Suite 140
80923

Aspen Salon & Day Spa
Winter Hours
Tuesday - Saturday 12pm - 8pm

Telescopes
Binoculars
Spotting
Scopes

Books
DVDs
Toys

124 E. Cheyenne Mountain Blvd
(719) 576-0830

www.StargateAstronomyStore.com

Bring in this coupon and SAVE 20%

Father’s Day
Massage Special...
80 Minutes for $80
Summer Facials Specials
with Honey Mask or
Collegen Ampoules $50

Men, Women, Teens & Children
• SKIN • HAIR NAILS
• MASSAGE WELLNESS
Using Italian Color exclusively!
Hydrating for our dry climate
WE DO NAILS

We have a physician working on staff
Remember Botox and Waxing
for Summer Fun
(discount does not apply to Botox)

1505 S. Tejon • 475-2844 exp. date 6/30/09
Bridal party and other group appointments available

• Wheel & Tire
Packages
• Bed Rugs
• Spray Liners
• Nerf Bars
• Grill Guards

877
745-EGGS
Surrogate program $23k base + stipends
and expense reimbursements
Egg donor program $5,000-$10,000
If you have been considering donation or surrogacy,
now is the time to discuss the opportunity with
someone who truly knows the answers.

www.DonatedEggs.com

tops starting
as low as
$995

Ram Quad Cab, Model 100XQ

Military Discount — 5% off

667-0053

2400 Naegele Ave
West Hwy 24 at 25th Street

