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Base Briefs
50th Space Wing Change of
Command Aug. 20

Brig. Gen. Cary Chun will relinquish
command of the 50th Space Wing
to Col. Wayne Monteith, 21st Space
Wing Vice Commander, in a change
of command ceremony in front of the
DeKok building at 3 p.m., Aug. 20.
Lt. Gen. Larry James, 14th Air Force
Commander, will be the presiding
official.
Alternate location will be the Main
Fitness center and announcements
will be made in case of inclement
weather.
For more information, contact Lt.
Col. Jean Eisenhut at 567-3600.

50 SW/CC to hold last
Commander’s Call Aug. 20

Brig. Gen. Cary Chun will hold
his last Commander’s Call as 50th
Space Wing Commander at the running track next to the Main Fitness
Center at 10:30 a.m., Aug. 20. There
will be a free barbecue following the
Commander’s Call.
For more information, contact 50th
Space Wing Public Affairs at 567-5040.

Traffic light on Falcon
Parkway

In order to improve the traffic flow
on Hahn Ave, the traffic light on
Falcon Pkwy has been activated.
There have been numerous reports of
vehicles driving through red lights at
this intersection due to the habit of the
lights flashing yellow. Be advised there
are parts on order that will allow the
traffic light to operate red, yellow and
green during the hours of 6 a.m. and
8 a.m. and 3 p.m. and 6 p.m.
Until those parts come in and are
installed, this traffic light will be in
operation 24/7. Please help spread the
word to all your folks to expect a RED
light.

Diversity Day volunteers
needed

Schriever Air Force Base will
be hosting the 2009 Diversity Day
Extravaganza on Aug. 28 at the Base
Fitness Center. We are still seeking
volunteers to help organize, support,
and execute the Diversity Day event.
For more information, contact Master
Sgt. Ellis Jennings at 567-6765.
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42 years of “just a little longer”
By Staff Sgt. Daylena Gonzalez
Air Force Space Command, Public Affairs

The Beatles released “Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band” album. Hollywood’s box office hits were, “The Graduate,” “Bonnie and
Clyde” and “Cool Hand Luke.” Gasoline was 33 cents a gallon, movie
tickets were $1.25, the average cost of a new home was $14,250 and
a new car would cost around $2,750. That was 1967 — the year Maj.
Gen. Thomas Deppe, vice commander of Air Force Space Command,
Peterson Air Force Base, Colo., went to basic training at Lackland
Air Force Base, Texas.
“At that time you were either in college or you got drafted,” said
General Deppe. “I had just dropped out of college, and then came
my draft notice in the mail not too long after.”
Convinced by a friend that the Air Force was the way to go, the
young Thomas Deppe proceeded to the recruiting office to sign on
the dotted line, with little knowledge of the positive impact that
signature would have on his life.
“I had no plans on staying in the Air Force any longer than I had
to,” General Deppe said. “But as time went on and I made staff sergeant in less than four years, I thought, ‘Well, why not stay in a little
longer?’ I already had a job that I liked, why would I quit it when I
might get something on the outside I didn’t like?”
That “little longer” became 42 years of military service. Putting
his enlisted career behind him, General Deppe earned his commission in November 1977.
“It was an interesting switch,” he said. “I went from having credibility with my job as a technical sergeant, to a brand new lieutenant
with no credibility whatsoever.”
General Deppe continued in the officer ranks with the intention
of retiring as a captain. In fact, when it came time for him to pin
on captain, 20 years of service had already passed. Captain Deppe
continued on with his career. In March 1987, continuing to prove
himself, he was selected for major below-the-zone, squelching, yet
again, his intention to retire. He could have turned down the promotion and went ahead with his plans, but instead he chose to extend
his commitment to the Air Force just “a little longer.”
“It seems like every time I thought about it, I committed more
and more to the Air Force,” General Deppe said. “Every promotion
requires you to stay in that position for a certain amount of time. I
kept getting promoted, so I stayed in the Air Force.”
The Air Force can only be thankful that General Deppe said “just
a little longer”, his solid commitment can be seen through his 42
years of service. Airmen can only be inspired by his commitment.
It takes loyalty, dedication and determination. A sense of belonging, a family, a family of...Airmen is what General Deppe finds
most rewarding.
This is what General Deppe had to say during his retirement
interview:

AFSPC graphic

Maj. Gen. Thomas Deppe, Air Force Space Command vice commander, retires after
42 years of military service.
What is your most enjoyable/rewarding part of your military
career?
“You, the ‘cream of the crop’...Airmen just like you are the reason I have enjoyed my military career and found it so rewarding,
both enlisted and commissioned. I am proud to belong and will
always.
What/who was your biggest influence while you served?
I had a boss, Col. Raymond “Hal” Cleveland; he was the director
of intercontinental ballistic missile requirements. He mentored me
See RETIRES page 10

Former operations officer takes command of 22nd SOPS
By 50th Space Wing
Public Affairs

Lt. Col. Eric Dorminey became commander of the 22nd Space Operations Squadron
in a change of command ceremony in front

of the DeKok building Aug. 5.
Colonel Dorminey, previously the squadron’s operations officer, assumed command
from Lt. Col. Steven Staats.
As commander of 22nd SOPS, Colonel

Roundabout repair
scheduled for Aug. 3-17

The roundabout on Falcon Parkway
will be reduced to a single lane in order
for the housing privatization developer
to repair stamped concrete. Signs will
be posted coming from the secured
area going North on Falcon Parkway
toward the roundabout.
For more information, contact Ed
Salinas of 50 CES/CEH at 567-6246 or
rene.salinas.ctr@schriever.af.mil.
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Col. Mitchel Butikofer, 50th Network Operations Group commander, hands the 22nd Space Operations Squadron
guidon to Lt. Col. Eric Dorminey during the 22nd SOPS change of command ceremony Aug. 5. Colonel Dorminey
assumed command of the squadron from Lt. Col. Steven Staats.

Dorminey will be responsible for operational
direction of the Air Force Satellite Control
Network of eight worldwide remote tracking
stations. Colonel Dorminey leads a team of
more than 290 military, civilian and contractor members providing scheduling, launch
support, orbital analysis, telemetry, tracking, commanding, communications, mission
data dissemination and emergency recovery
support for more than 140 Department of
Defense, national agency, civilian and allied
spacecraft.
Colonel Dorminey graduated from
Virginia Tech with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Mechanical Engineering and received his commission through the Reserve
Officer Training Corps in 1990. He is a master
space operator with qualifications in Missile
Warning, Space Surveillance and Satellite
Command and Control Systems. In addition to his many space operations and staff
assignments, Colonel Dorminey has served
in a variety of deployed locations including Iraq, Afghanistan and in support of the
Marines in Operation Enduring FreedomPhilippines.
His decorations include four Meritorious
Service Medals, two Air Force Commendation
Medals and an Air Force Achievement
Medal.
In addition to his bachelor’s degree,
Colonel Dorminey holds a Master of Business
Administration degree from the University
of Colorado, Colorado Springs, Colo.

2

Schriever Sentinel

August 13, 2009

You’ve helped build this nation’s influence.

now work on Your own.
> Regis University College for Professional Studies
knows the power of your influence. You’ve already
proven it can change the world. now make it work to your
own advantage, too. our bachelor’s and Master’s degree
programs have the flexibility, academic rigor, and reputation
you need to take your career to the next level.

positive changes that you set out to make when you enlisted.
because changing the world doesn’t stop when your tour of
duty does. Experience the power of influence.

You’ll work hard. learn a lot. and when you leave with your
regis degree, you’ll go out and make the same kinds of

COLOR ADO · N EVADA · O N LI N E

> 1.800.392.7984

BE INFLUENTIAL.

> Regis.edu/military > Read more online

> Regis University is a Yellow Ribbon Program Participant!

> Classes Start August 24.

Schriever Sentinel

August 13, 2009

3

Willing to Fight, Return with Honor
Commentary by Capt. Michael Duncan

PUBLISHER

Commander, Detachment 3, 22nd Space Operations Squadron

Lon P. Matejczyk
Lon.Matejczyk@csbj.com

Editorial
Editor
Mike Boyd
Mike.Boyd@csbj.com

Staff Reporter
Scott Prater
Scott.Prater@csmng.com

ADVERTISING
Advertising Director/GM
Tex Stuart
Tex.Stuart@csmng.com

Tammy Fogall
Tammy.Fogall@csmng.com

Pam Millman
Pam.Millman@csmng.com

Linda Stuart
Linda.Stuart@csmng.com

Classified Ad Manager
Heidi Witherington
Heidi.Witherington@csbj.com

ART DEPARTMENT
Art Director
Rowdy Tompkins
Rowdy.Tompkins@csbj.com

Asst. Production Manager
Mike Reid
Mike.Reid@csbj.com

THULE AIR BASE, Greenland — John Stuart Mill, an English economist and philosopher once said, “War is an ugly thing, but not the ugliest
of things. The decayed and degraded state of moral and patriotic feeling
which thinks that nothing is worth war is much worse. The person who
has nothing for which he is willing to fight, nothing which is more important than his own personal safety, is a miserable creature and has no
chance of being free unless made and kept so by the exertions of better
men than himself.”
I’ve served in the Air Force for approximately 12 years now. All along
the way I’ve asked various people from different backgrounds why they
joined the military. More often than not, when they really looked deep,
they felt it was more of a calling for them than a job. Sure we have great
benefits, educational opportunities, unparalleled vacation time and get
to travel to great locations around the world, but would all that be worth
it if we had to pay the ultimate price?
It is only the belief that we belong to something bigger than ourselves
that makes it understandable to “lay it all on the line”...not a paycheck.
As you look around and see people wearing a military uniform, understand that they willingly chose to fight for the greater good, no matter
what the cost.
Here at Thule Air Base, Greenland, there are approximately 140 Airmen
that have sworn to “protect and defend the constitution against all enemies,”
and do so on a daily basis. Having left family and friends behind, they have
decided to battle severe arctic weather and provide unique capabilities to
the Air Force that only such a northerly location can provide.
Why do they do it? Senior Airman Rose Sandeen, from the 821st Security
Forces Squadron, believes that although “demands for this job include
12 to 16 hour shifts...security forces rates as one of the most essential and
worthwhile careers in the Air Force.” It is Airmen like these that can be
found throughout the Air Force and that are definitely not lacking in the
patriotic feeling Mill wrote about.
Although honorable, simply being “willing” to fight is not enough. In
order to magnify our calling as warriors, we must put our all into every
day. Robert D. Hales, a jet fighter pilot with the 308th Fighter Bomber
Squadron during the Korean War had the motto “Return with Honor”
painted on the side of his plane. He remembered that this slogan “was a
constant reminder to us of our determination to return to our home base
with honor only after having expended all of our efforts to successfully
complete every aspect of our mission. “
The motto was not simply to return, but to do so with honor. At the end

Capt. Michael Duncan, Commander, Detachment 3, 22d Space Operations Squadron
of each day, each deployment, each career, or even at the end of our lives,
I hope we will all be able to say we returned with honor.
In our effort to “support and defend,” all have given some, and some
have given all. American warriors are ready and willing to stand for
something so as not to fall for anything, and that is what makes them
the better men, and women, Mill wrote about.
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Schriever Sergeant continues to collect bodybuilding titles
By Scott Prater
Schriever Sentinel

Since winning the Rocky Mountain Bodybuilding title last November, Staff
Sergeant Luis Santa has become somewhat of a celebrity.
And, by the way, he’s kept on winning.
The overall victory at Rocky Mountain, a regional event, catapulted Sergeant
Santa into the highest ranks of amateur bodybuilding, where the competition
is rock solid and the media exposure comes full bore.
Rocky Mountain promoter Jeff Taylor asked him to guest pose at a competition in Pueblo during April and then again at the Colorado Natural and Armed
Forces Bodybuilding Championships here in Colorado Springs this May.
Sergeant Santa, from the 50th Operations Group, followed that appearance by dialing in his diet. He then competed at the Muscle Mayhem event
in Kansas City, Mo., where he won the middle-weight title.
And that was pretty much just a practice show.
From there, he geared up for the biggest show of his life, the National
Physique Committee Junior National Championships, June 20 in Rosemont,
Ill., near Chicago.
“I really wanted to enter that competition in my best shape because winning that one would make me a top contender for the NPC USA Nationals
that took place later in Las Vegas,” Santa said.
Come June, he was amazed at what he saw once he entered the Rosemont
Convention Center.
“This was an expo for bodybuilding, in a big hotel that held over 3,000
people and with supplement and Web site booths lining the entry ways. From
the stage to the lighting, everything is kicked up a notch from the local and
state competitions.”
The media also showed up in force.
“It was like a dream come true,” Sergeant Santa said. “When you’re backstage pumping up you have cameras all over and the press taking pictures
and the bodybuilding media recording everything. I tried to stay in a corner
and not look at all the other bodybuilders so I wouldn’t get nervous, but I
still had some serious butterflies.”
The competition flowed much differently than local events as well. Much
faster. Complete posing phases were eliminated. Prejudging occurred during
the day, and the finales happened at night.
What wasn’t different, however, was Sergeant Santa’s results. Once again,
he capped the competition by posing with the championship trophy amid a
sea of flash bulbs and the roar of an appreciative crowd.
See Jump page 10
courtesy photo

Staff Sgt. Luis Santa, 50th Operations Group, poses during the National Physique Committee
USA National Bodybuilding Championships July 25. Sergeant Santa claimed the welterweight
title at the competition.
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Sign up your school-age child for the before
and after school program

The new Schriever AFB School-Age Program is open
Monday through Friday, from 6 a.m to 6 p.m. for children
Kindergarten through 12 years of age. Children of parents
who are active duty, DoD Civilian (both NAF and APF),
DoD Contractors, and Reservists on active duty or training are eligible.
In addition, children with special needs whose parents are
within the categories listed are eligible. The program is closed
weekends and federal holidays. Transportation between
school(s) and the School Age Program is provided by Ellicott
School District 22, and if children are unable to ride the bus,
parents are responsible for arranging transportation. The
School-Age Program does not provide transportation.
For more information, contact Toni Hansen at 567-5364

Command Your Financial Future!

This DoD event is designed to support and enhance our
installation’s financial mission readiness and augments existing programs. The Pikes Peak Financial Readiness Challenge
Event, “Command Your Financial Future!” will be hosted at
the Peterson AFB Base Theatre Aug. 21 and 22. The keynote
Speaker is Deborah Owens, Expert Financial Empowerment
Advisor. Additional event topics include: Identity Theft,
Investing for Tomorrow’s Economy Today, Better Than a
Budget, Retirement Reality and more.
For more information, contact the Schriever A&FRC at
567-3920.

Pre-separation brief

The Pre-separation Counseling briefing is the first step
to separating or retiring from the military. This briefing is
mandatory and a prerequisite to all other transition-related
briefings such as TAP. During this briefing you will learn
about all the benefits and services available to you when
you leave the military. Documentation of this briefing is
accomplished through the completion of the DD Form 2648.
If you are a year from separation or two years from retirement, start the transition process now.
Sign up for this briefing by calling the Airman & Family
Readiness Center at 567-3920.

Disneyland Resort Military Salute extended
to Sept. 30

As part of “Disney’s Armed Forces Salute” campaign,
active and retired U.S. military personnel, including active
members of the U.S. Coast Guard or Reserves are eligible for
a complimentary, multi-day admission into the Disneyland
Resort Theme parks, and can book rooms at one of the three
Disneyland Resort hotel properties at a special rate. For
example, at Disney’s Paradise Pier Hotel, active or retired
members of the military and their families may find hotel
rooms starting at $119 per night during the value season.
The number of rooms available at these special rates is limited. During the offer period, active or retired U.S. military
personnel also may make a one-time purchase of an adult or
child three-day “Disney’s Armed Forces Salute Companion”
ticket for up to five family members (including spouse) or
friends for the price of an adult one-day park hopper ticket.
Purchase your tickets at Outdoor Recreation, building 300,
room 133.
For more information, contact Outdoor Recreation/ITT
at 567-6050.

EQUAL Plus news

Airman Management System EQUAL Plus advertisements
offer military members the ability to volunteer for special
assignments outside of the normal assignment cycles. Two
enhancements have been added within the EQUAL Plus
area. First, a new AMS robot email was created which will
generate to an individual after they have volunteered for a
particular EQUAL Plus job. The e-mail will confirm they
have volunteered for a particular EQUAL Plus job. If this
action was done in error they will also be provided step by
step guidelines on how to withdraw their volunteer status.
The second enhancement deals with another robot email
which will generate after the assignment NCO has selected
the most qualified/eligible individual for a particular EQUAL
Plus job. The selectee will receive an assignment rip; the
individuals that were not selected will receive an e-mail
notification. Remember you may only apply for one EQUAL
Plus job at a time.
For more information, call 567-2240 or e-mail wayne.
kingsbury@schriever.af.mil.

Many agencies.
Many missions.
Many systems.
Many requirements.

Camping Package at ODR

Rent a camping package for less at Outdoor Recreation,
building 300, room 133. Camping package rental is just $50
and includes a tent, four sleeping bags with mats/pads and a
cooler. Significant savings can be had, allowing you to rent
bicycles and other camping gear for less.
For more information, call Outdoor Recreation at 5676050.

University representative office hours

The following university representatives will be available
in the DeKok building, room 310 at the specified dates and
times: Webster University: Every first and third Monday, 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. (Rep- Bill Houth, 574-7562); Colorado State
Pueblo: Tuesdays, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. (Rep-Rick Perez, 5743312; Devry University: Every first and third Wednesday,
10 a.m. to noon, and every first Thursday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
(Rep-Cedric Johnson, 963-1688); Pikes Peak Community
College: Every second Monday, 10 a.m. to noon (Rep-Ron
Shields, 502-4300); Embry Riddle: Every second and fourth
Tuesday, 1 to 4 p.m. (Rep-Michelle Erlacher, 567-6858); Regis
University: Every fourth Thursday, noon to 4 p.m. (Rep-John
Hill, 264-7021); University of Phoenix: Fridays, 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. (Crista Hill, 235-4077).
For more information, contact Tech Sgt. Cassandra
Bushyeager, 50 FSS/CAA at 567-5927.

Denver Museum of Nature and Science to
host “Night Under a Middle Eastern Sky”

“Night Under a Middle Eastern Sky” will be held at the
Denver Museum of Nature and Science Aug. 21-22 for military families from all branches of the military who have
experienced deployment in the past year, have a loved one
currently deployed or about to deploy in the next six months.
“Operation: Military Kids” is excited to offer the Middle
Eastern Sky at the planetarium, the IMAX Theatre Grand
Canyon movie, numerous Museum displays and the Denver
Zoo. Each family must fill out a registration form and submit
a refundable $25 deposit to hold your place and checks will
be returned to you on the second day.
For more information, contact Shauna Woods, OMK State
Coordinator, at 970-491-1807 or by email at shauna.woods@
colostate.edu.
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History Quiz
Week of Aug. 13, 2009
By 50th Space Wing
History Office

Last week’s answer:

The 50th Fighter Group (now 50th Operations Group) arrived at La Junta Army Airfield in
Colorado in the spring of 1945 and began demobilization. The unit inactivated in 1947.

This week’s question:

On Aug. 10, 1953, following activation and training in the F-51 and F-86, the 50th
Fighter-Bomber (now Space) Wing arrived at this European duty station?
Bonus question: Who was the wing commander?

Global Strike Command Will Stress Nuclear Mission
By Jim Garamone

American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — A key step in reinvigorating the Air Force’s nuclear deterrence
mission will be made today with the activation of the service’s Global Strike Command
at Barksdale Air Force Base, La.
Air Force Secretary Michael B. Donley said
the new command will bring together the Air
Force bomber force and intercontinental ballistic missiles under a single commander.
“Standing up the command is no small
task, and actually we’re doing it sooner
than we anticipated,” Donley said during
a Pentagon news conference Aug. 5. “This
command will provide the combatant commanders the forces needed to conduct strategic nuclear deterrence and global strike
operations through ICBM, B-2 and B-52
operations.”
Air Force Lt. Gen. Frank G. Klotz will
command the organization. The headquarters will include 900 people, and is slated
to reach full operating capability by Aug.
7, 2010, Donley said. The 20th Air Force,
the service’s missile organization, will come
under the new command in December; and

the 8th Air Force, the bomber component,
will come under the command in April.
Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Norton A.
Schwartz stressed that the new command
will be a major command like Air Combat
Command or Air Force Special Operations
Command. The role is to “organize, train
and equip America’s ICBMs and nuclearcapable bombers, and prepare a cadre to
do this important work with passion and
professionalism,” he said during the news
conference.
Ensuring professionalism and pride in
the nuclear field will be vital to the command’s success, Schwartz said, noting that
airmen with nuclear expertise had been leaving the service, feeling their work was not
appreciated.
“The bottom line is retention has a lot to do
with perceptions on how important people’s
work is, and how worthy that work is,” the
general said. “We’ve worked to make it clear
to those who will serve in this command
that the work is important to the country’s
defense and it will continue to be so.”
Making the command a major command
also will give airmen in the nuclear fields

an advocate equal to the other commands,
he said.
The creation of the command is an effort
to boost security and reduce errors. In a
2007 incident, nuclear weapons were loaded
aboard a B-52 bomber at Minot Air Force
Base, N.D., and flown to Barksdale before
the mistake was discovered. In another incident, nuclear nose cones mistakenly were
shipped to Taiwan. As a result, the service’s
top civilian and military officials — Air Force
Secretary Michael Wynne and Chief of Staff
Gen. T. Michael Moseley — resigned.
Multiple studies of the incidents and the
Air Force’s atmosphere revealed that the
service’s nuclear forces and the entire enterprise lacked clear lines of authority and
responsibility, officials said. The Global Strike
Command is one of the solutions.
Donley said moves at the Air Staff and in
the field have emphasized accountability and
compliance with respect to nuclear issues
at all levels. The service has re-emphasized
training for inspectors and added $750 million over the Future Year Defense Plan for
nuclear efforts, in addition to a $4.2 billion
base budget. The service also is standing up
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another B-52 squadron, in part to provide
for longer and more focused training.
A number of entities have an interest in the
nuclear arena, including the U.S. Strategic
Command and the Defense Threat Reduction
Agency. These agencies will play a key role in
inspections of the new command, Schwartz
said.
The command will have an inspector general, and the service has made a special effort
to make the inspections “more challenging
and intrusive to ensure that commanders
get good feedback in how healthy their commands were,” the general said.
Inspections will be demanding, he promised, and will include operations, security,
maintenance and weapons.
The emphasis on the nuclear missions
means that when a mission requires B-2s
or B-52s to carry conventional weapons, they
will be reassigned from the new command
to the regional commanders for that mission. Global Strike Command will ensure
that air and ground crews have expertise in
conventional weaponry and raids, but the
focus must remain on the nuclear capability,
the chief of staff said.
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Both Trained at National Jewish Hospital and Board-Certiﬁed Allergists
Appointments immediately available
WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
WE WELCOME ALL PRIVATE INSURANCES & TRICARE

Two of many compliments we have received from our patients:
“I thank you very much for taking care of me during my illness.
You are indeed a healer for people with sickness due to
allergies, asthmas or any upper respiratory problems.”
“For 20 years I have struggled with extended bouts of coughing.
I consulted you….after using the medications you prescribed,
I cough very little and breathe so much more easily.”

3116 N. Elizabeth Street
Pueblo, CO 81008
(719) 542-1222

3220 N. Academy, Suite 2
Colorado Springs, CO
(719) 637-1222
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Players Pool finds unity, claims championship
By Scott Prater
Schriever Sentinel

Players Pool capped an impressive run
through the post-season tournament Aug.
7, racking up 25 base hits in a 22-2 win
over 4th Space Operations Squadron in the
Schriever Intramural Softball championship game.
The team, made up of players whose squadrons were too small to field a team, averaged more than 20 runs per game during
its playoff drive.
“I don’t think we were even challenged
really,” said Players Pool captain Craig
Thompson. “With our full team out here
and with everybody hitting, we’re a pretty
tough team to beat.”
The team ended the regular season tied
with defending champion 4th SOPS and 2nd
SOPS, but pulled out all its stops during the
tournament.
“We have a lot of leaders on this team and
we got hot at the right time,” said Players Pool
pitcher David Sanders. “That’s not always
a good combination, but we gelled pretty
well.”
The team caught fire early, cranking out 10
hits and nine runs in the first inning. Sanders
followed by inducing three pop flies in the
bottom half of the inning, holding 4th SOPS
to one run.
Then the fireworks began again in the
second, when Players Pool added another
13 hits and 12 runs.
Darren Pearson ignited 4th SOPS comeback bid when he led off the second inning
by smashing a line-drive double off the fence
in left field.
But, the rally was short lived.
Two batters later, Sanders scooped up a
sharp grounder and threw to Troy Mitchell,
who stepped on second base and completed a
double play with a rocket to first. On the very
next pitch, Thompson took a would-be base
hit away from a 4th SOPS hitter and threw
over to first to end the inning and strand
Pearson at third base.

U.S. Air Force photo/Scott Prater

Players Pool batter Kevin Balcom makes contact with a pitch during the second inning of Players Pool’s 22-2 win over 4th Space Operatations Squadron in the Schriever
Intramural Softball championship game Aug. 7. Players Pool captain Craig Thompson looks on from the on-deck circle.
4th SOPS had one more chance to keep
itself in the game in the third inning when
Kenny Smith smoked his second hit of the
game and scored his second run, but that
was all the scoring 4th SOPS could manage
and the game ended by virtue of the 20-run
mercy rule.
4th SOPS players fought valiantly, and the
loss didn’t seem to spoil a season that saw
them win 15 games. The team finished the
regular season with 11 wins and took the

top seed heading into the tournament. Both
of its double-elimination tournament losses
came at the hand of Players Pool.
“We were the defending champs and we
made it to the championship game again
this year,” said team captain Myron Bryant.
“We’re happy where we finished. We’re the
number one ‘squadron’ team on base.”
Meanwhile Thompson credited Sanders
for pitching a gem of game and David Hagar
for his hitting and defensive play at third

base. Sanders collected three hits while Dan
Lampi went 4-for-4 at the plate with a triple,
a double and two RBIs.
Lampi was most impressed with how his
teammates hung together throughout the
season, despite the fact that they came from
so many different squadrons.
“Our camaraderie was great,” We didn’t
have unit pride, but the sport brought us
together and we were able to find some pride
as a team.”

Opening 24 August!
1139 Space Center Drive
Colorado Springs, CO
40,000 fee-free ATMs
178 branches worldwide
24/7 access online and on the phone
Not a member? Join today!
Serving Army, Marine Corps, Navy
and Air Force active duty, retired,
reserve, National Guard, DoD
civilians and their families.

When you belong,
we’re never far away.
1-888-842-6328
navyfederal.org
Federally insured by NCUA. Copyright © 2009 Navy Federal NFCU 11246 (7-09)
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Open House
Courtesy photo

A new home waits for its first occupant here in Schriever’s newly
constructed housing area. The first families are scheduled to
begin moving by September. Tierra Vista is holding an Open
House, by appointment only Aug. 29. Contact Tierra Vista
Communities at 597-7200, to schedule a time to view the new
homes at Schriever AFB. More information will be provided by
Tierra Vista Communities.

AETC takes first step into Facebook
By Ashley M. Wright

Air Education and Training Command Public Affairs

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas (AFNS) —
Officials launched Air Education and Training Command
into the world of social networking Aug. 10 with the debut
of a fan page on Facebook.
AETC Public Affairs maintains the business page and
plans to update “fans” a few times per week with news links,
photos, events and videos.
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guide just before the
classifieds.
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competent personnel well versed in Protected MILSATCOM
systems, strategic and tactical planning, operations, and
terminals.

Career opportunities at www.integritycsinc.com
Send resumes to resumes@integritycsinc.com
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ing sushi? • lusting for lasagna? • tasty sandwhich? •

the need for immediate at-your-finger-tips information about
AETC and the Air Force.”
Currently, more than 200 million users are signed onto
the social networking site.
“Facebook’s mission is to give people the power to share
and make the world more open and connected,” according
to the company’s Web site. “Millions of people use Facebook
everyday to keep up with friends, upload an unlimited number of photos, share links and videos, and learn more about
the people they meet.”
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The goal is to engage current Airmen from all over the Air
Force, but also potential recruits, families and co-workers.
Anyone can access the command’s page by visiting http://www.facebook.com/pages/RandolphAir-Force-Base-TX /Air-Education-and-TrainingCommand/105233234493?ref=ts. Visitors must be logged
in to comment on a post or interact with the site.
“Social media is yet another way of communicating with
today’s Airmen,” said Lt. Col. Robyn Chumley, the AETC
Public Affairs director. “This tool will help us keep up with
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Always a chief: Former CMSAF continues to serve
By Airman 1st Class Steve Bauer
30th Space Wing Public Affairs

VANDENBERG AIR FORCE BASE, Calif.
— In his inaugural address, President John
F. Kennedy, the 35th president of the United
States, said “And so, my fellow Americans,
ask not what your country can do for you;
ask what you can do for your country.”
Coinciding with the year of the former
president’s famous speech, an enthusiastic
enlistee displayed service before self as he
eagerly climbed the ladder in the ranks of the
United States Air Force. Beginning from a
young age, this Airman’s love for his country
and passionate attitude are what led him to
become the fifth chief master sergeant of
the Air Force.
Retired Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force
Robert Gaylor, who visited Vandenberg Aug.
6 and 7, was 11 years old when World War
II broke out. He was in awe every time one
of the men from his hometown, Mulberry,
Ind., would return from the war wearing a
service uniform.
“These young men were the local heroes
of our small town,” said Chief Gaylor. “They
made the uniform look attractive and ended
up stealing all of the women in town, making
it hard to find a date,” he jokingly continued.
“I was influenced by this scene.”
Coincidentally, the year Chief Gaylor decided to join the military was the same year
the Air Force split off into its own entity from
the United States Army Air Corps.
“By the time I graduated high school in
1947, I knew I could find success in wearing
a service uniform,” he said.
Although success was what the chief was
after, leaving his small town in Indiana for
Lackland Air Force Base, Texas, proved to
be an adventure.
“It was a dramatic change,” Chief Gaylor
said. “In my teen years my scope was only
about a 10-mile radius. There were no interstates or jet airplanes to get around. My world
consisted of a neighborhood, church and

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Heather Shaw

With an inspirational speech, retired Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force Robert Gaylor, motivates Team V members to focus on their future and to never turn their backs on
an opportunity during an all call held at the fitness center here Aug. 7. Mr. Gaylor enlisted in the Air Force during 1948 and held many prestigious titles including military
training instructor and Non-commissioned Officer Academy instructor before finally serving as the fifth chief master sergeant of the Air Force. After dutifully serving 31
years in the Air Force, he now travels to numerous bases motivating Airmen as a guest speaker.
school. When I rode the train to Lackland,
I had never been so far away from home in
my life. Every state traveled through was a
new experience. I was like a wide-eyed kid
on my first trip.”
After a short bout with military training,
his career took off and soared.
“When I joined, master sergeant was the
highest rank,” said Chief Gaylor. “Early
on in my career, I was in pursuit of master

sergeant. When they introduced the senior
ranks (senior master sergeant and chief master sergeant) in the late 1950s, it inspired me
to go further in my career. The position of
chief master sergeant of the Air Force did
not come around until 1967, the same year
I made chief, coincidentally. At that point I
had about 19 years of service.”
Even after having a solid career behind
him, Chief Gaylor never expected to reach

the highest level of enlisted leadership in
the Air Force.
“If someone would have asked me back
then if I would ever be the chief master sergeant of the Air Force, I would have said
‘Yeah, as soon as I get back from the moon,”
Chief Gaylor said with a smile. “I never worried about making that rank because I loved
See Serve page 11
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RETIRES
From page 1
more on officership and life than anyone else. He also is
the person who’s responsible for teaching me how to golf.
I am forever indebted to him. Unfortunately, Hal passed
away in the late 90’s. I am sure where he is he can see me
and what I’m doing...
What made you decide to be an officer?
You have to want to be an officer ... I wanted to be one.
You have to be up to greater challenges in life. There are
two kinds of prior enlisted officers: the really good and the
really bad. I’ve known a few in the really bad category. In
my case, I was not a very good first-term Airman; in fact,
I was probably pretty lousy. I enlisted in the Air Force to
avoid the draft, to get the education benefits and to get
marketable skills.
Along the way, I realized all the fun you could have and
that’s why I re-enlisted. After the fun wore off, I realized I
had to get serious about this, and I got sent to NCO prep
school, which is now Airman Leadership School. It was
the turning point in my career, because it made me realize
just how important everything is. I don’t care if you are a
public affairs officer or a personnel Airman, or a security
forces team member, or even the two-star general in charge
of 20th Air Force, everyone of us has a very important role.
I had an eye-opening experience. When I realized just how
important this business is and just how much I liked it. As
a result of this I became a prep school instructor part-time,
and then I volunteered to be a recruiter and then attended
Officer Training School.
While being stationed around the United States and
beyond, what assignment was your favorite and why?
That’s a really hard question, I never really had a bad one.
Ironically both of my shortest tours were my favorite, not be-
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“That win gave me motivation because now I knew I could
compete at the national level,” he said.
Five weeks later, he took the stage in Las Vegas at the
Admission is FREE but we ask that you bring a
NPC USA Nationals, the top national amateur level, and a
school supply or a $$ donation to help the cause.
professional qualifying event.
LOCATION:
“That was even crazier,” he said. “Since I had won the
The Multi-Purpose Bldg.
junior national title I was looked at as one of the best wel1025 Ford Street
terweights in the nation. This time, the bodybuilding media
Colorado Springs, CO 80915
interviewed me after the weigh in on Thursday and asked
(East of Powers, Corner of Galley
& Ford St.)
E
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YNECOLOGY
about how my preparation for the nationals went. The press
was actually interested in me!”
For someone who prides himself on remaining humble,
Sergeant Santa was flattered beyond belief.
l, MD FFACOG
ront range obstetrics & gynecology
But, the competition was just ramping up. Following the
weigh in on Thursday, he posed for prejudging on Friday, then
C. Scott Russell, MD FACOG
entered the finals on Saturday, when he competed against
15 of the top welterweights in the nation.
“The class was large and the quality of competition was a
deliver at the
80923 • We
lot better than at junior nationals, so my butterflies were a
beautiful, brand new St.
lot more intense,” he said.
.com
Francis Medical Center.
As it turned out, his anxiety was unfounded. Following the
• We gladly accept TriCare.
first
posing, he was chosen as one of five finalists. Then he
• We have convenient
performed
his posing routine to music and stood on stage as
Tuesday evening and
the event promoters announced places five through one.
Saturday morning hours.
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“After they announced places five through three, I figured
the other guy had it,” he said. “I would have been happy
with second place, but when they announced the other guy’s
6160 Tutt Boulevard, Suite 270 • Colorado Springs, CO 80923
name as runner up, I Iost it. I think I went blind from all
Phone: (719)599-4692 • Fax: (719) 260-6250
the flash bulbs. This was crazy. Thousands of people were
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screaming.”
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cause of the location but because of the mission. I was a ground
launch cruise missile flight commander in Belgium. Back then
we were like pioneers, we wrote the rules as we went along and
it was really exciting. The second was vice commander at the
45th Space Wing, Patrick AFB, Fla., where we were launching
rockets and putting people in space. It was a very busy year,
one of the busiest on record. I can’t complain...
Upon your departure, what would you like to pass on
to fellow Airmen?
If I’m nothing else to anyone in the Air Force, let me be an
inspiration for the opportunities that are available in the Air
Force. I don’t think I passed up on any of them; be it education
benefits, promotion opportunities, fitness centers, auto hobby
shops, golf course, or the club systems. The opportunities
that I took advantage of to become a two-star general are
the same opportunities that are available to you.
Do you have any plans for your retirement?
Well first I’m going to take some time off...I have been
going to work every day for 42 years, one month, and seven
days. My wife and I are going to take a couple trips. After
about a few months I will see what is available work-wise.
Before the end of the baseball season I want to get back to
St. Louis, and catch a couple games.
What do you think you are going to miss the most?
That is easy, the people. It’s always the people. I have such
a great love for my Air Force family, the people I have met
along the way. I plan to keep them as family for the rest of
my life.
Do you have any farewell comments?
It’s been an extremely fast 42 years, I can still remember
the day I got on the train and left St. Louis for basic training
in San Antonio, Texas. It seems like it was just yesterday and
it goes by so fast, but I can remember people at every place
I have been stationed that made a difference. I hope that in
my 42 years I have been able to make a difference to some
people as they have made a difference to me.
As the welterweight champion he was entered into the
overall title competition, where the top three places earned
their professional cards.
Unfortunately, he was not selected as one of the top three
in the overall competition. But, he has another chance to
earn that professional ranking this November at the NPC
Nationals Bodybuilding Championships Nov. 21-22 in
Hollywood, Fla.,. And in that competition, all he needs to
do is win his weight class to earn his pro card.
Turning pro is the next logical step. With a professional
ranking comes major competitions, prize money, endorsement deals and magazine spreads.
“That’s the goal,” he said. “I would probably take a year
off from competing to focus on getting bigger muscle wise.
As a professional, I would compete at the 202-pounds-andunder division.”
Meanwhile, he continues to serve as an active member
in the Air Force at Schriever. The Air Force, in kind, has
supported him throughout his bodybuilding effort.
“The Air Force, my chain of command especially, has
been very supportive in every way and encouraged me to
compete and try to turn professional, which I am thankful for,” he said. “I’ve put it out there with the media that
I am an Air Force member and I’ve made sure to say how
thankful I am.”
All of his bodybuilding success would not be possible
without the support of the Air Force and his wife Yolanda
Alvarado, who he says drives his nutrition and training regimen. Over the past year, he also garnered invaluable knowledge from Cameron and Tracy Bodner, a husband-and-wife
team who helped him prepare for each competition.
“I can’t emphasize enough the amount of dedication needed
to succeed in this sport and the support of knowledgeable
people who have helped guide me in the right direction,” he
said. “I thought I knew a lot about training and nutrition,
but these people know more.”
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Monument to honor Air Force first
sergeants at Enlisted Heritage Hall
By Carl Bergquist

Air University Public Affairs

MAXWELL AIR FORCE BASE, Ala.
(AFNS) — The Air Force First Sergeants
Academy at Gunter Annex is currently in
the process of developing a monument to
honor the work and dedication of Air Force
first sergeants, said the academy’s director
of education.
Senior Master Sgt. Michael Bellerose said
the monument will consist of two life-sized
statues of first sergeants, one male and one
female, and the statues are currently being
cast in Oregon.
They will cost $40,000 each and will be
placed on a granite diamond-shaped pedestal
that will have the history of first sergeants
engraved around the edge.
Sergeant Bellerose said an initial donation
of $1,000 toward the monument was made
in May by an academy student. As of Aug.
10, more than $52,000 of the $90,000 goal
has been collected.
Sergeant Bellerose said the “lion’s share”
of money collected for the project came
from the sale of diamond-shaped bricks
with the donor’s name for placement at
Gunter’s Enlisted Heritage Hall museum.
He said an e-mail to all first sergeant
councils around the world asking them
to purchase a single brick has been very
successful with a “great response” from
active-duty, Reserve and Guard members.
The bricks are sold in two sizes, small for
$300 and $600 for large.
“We will be holding a fundraiser at the
Air Force First Sergeants Association 2009

SERVE
From page 9
my job so much.”
Chief Gaylor attributed the success of his
career to three of his personality traits.
“I always have had a good attitude, sense of
humor and motivation,” Chief Gaylor said.
“I always felt like the Air Force gave me the
privilege of serving, and not that I gave the
Air Force the privilege of my service.”
The Air Force has evolved since the time
of Chief Gaylor’s military obligation.
“There are four differences I see in the Air
Force today,” he said. “We train better, we
have better technology, we take better care
of our families and there is more open trust
throughout the ranks. These are the greatest changes, and I would say that they are
all extremely important. If you asked me to
pin down the most important, I would have
to say trust. This is because I grew up in an
Air Force where that wasn’t obvious. It has
taken many years to earn that trust.”
The chief has been retired for more than 30

Professional Airmen’s Conference in Atlanta
Aug. 15 through 19 to try to raise most of
the remaining money,” Sergeant Bellerose
said. “Along with diamond-shaped bricks,
we will be selling first sergeant memorabilia,
a commemorative coin and first sergeant
T-shirts. We also have had the Air University
Foundation on board since May.”
Bill Chivalette, the Enlisted Heritage Hall
museum curator, said the museum has a nice
spot for the monument next to the original
Enlisted Heritage Hall museum sign, which
already has lighting for night-time viewing.
He said when Sergeant Bellerose first approached him about doing something for
first sergeants, their discussion led to the
monument.
“Sergeant Bellerose asked about raising
money, and Chief (Rick) Fanning (Enlisted
Heritage Research Institute director) and I
gave him some tips. Of course, being a former first sergeant, Chief Fanning jumped at
the chance to help,” he said. “But, Sergeant
Bellerose is outstanding and has really
worked hard on this. It has been his show,
and he has made it happen.”
“The project is on schedule and should
be ready to dedicate for the 2010 Senior
Enlisted Leadership Summit,” Sergeant
Bellerose said.
The AFFSA falls under the Thomas N.
Barnes Center for Enlisted Education at
Air University.
For more information, or to make donations, call Sergeant Bellerose at DSN 5962900, or e-mail him at michael.bellerose@
maxwell.af.mil.
years now but still cannot find it in him to stay
too far away from his Air Force family. On
average, he travels to approximately 30 to 35
bases a year to speak at such events as Airman
Leadership School and Noncommissioned
Officer Academy graduations.
Chief Gaylor’s most recent stop was
Vandenberg, where he was a guest speaker for
a base “all call” and a senior NCO induction
ceremony. Passing down years of wisdom,
the chief gave his advice to the Airmen of
Vandenberg.
“The best thing Airmen can do to improve
the Air Force is to serve within their own
capability,” Chief Gaylor said. “We know that
not everyone is going to be a chief or general,
but there is nothing wrong with that. If each
person who comes into the Air Force and
makes his contribution does his best, that’s
all we ask of anyone. I hope those who leave
the Air Force will be able to say that it was
time well spent.”
Chief Gaylor did all that was asked of him,
faithfully serving his country for 31 years.
Now, 30 years later, the words of President
Kennedy still resonate around him as he
continues to serve today.
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Museum officials launch virtual tour
DAYTON, Ohio (AFNS) — National
Museum of the U.S. Air Force officials here
launched a free museum tour podcast on their
Web site so visitors have access to a wealth of
information as they tour the museum.
The podcast, available at www.nationalmuseum.af.mil, acts as virtual tour when
visitors are exploring the application on a
computer.
A map of the museum galleries, called a
pod map, shows the arrangement of aircraft
with “hotspots” on which more information
such as the audio podcast, images or additional links can be accessed.
Once a visitor has explored the pod map,
options include creating a personal playlist
of various audio segments, downloading
the playlist to a computer or subscribing
to the podcast via iTunes. Once the visitor
has subscribed to the podcast, they are encouraged to download it to an MP3 player
and bring it to the museum during their
next visit.
Each podcast is numbered and signs are
posted throughout the galleries to alert visitors where the next podcast begins.
“This is a really exciting way to use new
technology,” said Sarah Olaciregui, the pod-

cast administrator. “Visitors can bring in
their own device they are comfortable with
using and listen only to those segments that
interest them, all while getting more out of
their museum experience.”
Ms. Olaciregui also said the idea is to further merge the experiences of the online and
onsite visitor.
“Our research indicates that most people
visit the museum’s Web site to either plan
their next visit or for enjoyment. We think
the museum tour podcast will enrich the experiences for those particular online visitors
and help them easily move throughout the
galleries once they arrive at the museum,”
she said.
According to Ms. Olaciregui, many people
may not have the opportunity to visit the
museum or visit as often as they would like.
The museum tour podcast will allow them
to experience the museum no matter their
location or help them keep up with always
new and changing exhibits.
Tour segments for the Early Years Gallery
and Air Power Gallery are now available
to the public. Plans call for the Cold War
Gallery portion to be complete in late fall
with the rest of the galleries coming online

U.S. Air Force photo

A visitor listens to a museum tour podcast segment at the National Museum of the U.S. Air Force in Dayton,
Ohio.
throughout 2010. In the coming months, area. Visit www.nationalmuseum.af.mil/
visitors will be able to click on a hotspot on podcasts/index.asp to explore the museum
the map and see a 360 degree view of that tour podcast.
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The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside
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Northside

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall
TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be filled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.

