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Wing welcomes neighbor as commander

Schriever Air Force Base will host
the 2009 Diversity Day Extravaganza,
themed “Be the change you wish to see
reflected in the world,” from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Aug. 28 at the Base Fitness
Center.
The event includes free food, entertainment and fun. Entertainment
includes: Irish Celtic Step Dancers,
Polynesian Dance Troop, Seven Falls
Indian Dancers, West African Dance
Troop and the Black Hands Drum
Ensemble. There will be other events
and prizes as well.
For more information, contact Master
Sgt. Ellis Jennings at 567-6765.

Peterson Spouses’ Club
Welcome Expo Social

Military spouses from Peterson AFB
(including all tenant organizations),
Schriever AFB and Cheyenne Mountain
AFS are invited to the Welcome Expo
Social from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Sept.
15 at the Peterson club ballroom.
Browse local vendors, meet other
military spouses and win great door
prizes. The event is stroller-friendly,
free and there’s no reservation required. Bring a friend and see what the
Peterson Spouses’ Club has to offer.
For more info, call Sandy at 3801356 or visit www.petersonspousesclub.com.

Take the 50 FSS Survey —
seeking 400 responses

Visit http://www.usafservue.com/
se.ashx?s=3D6717A32533F23E to
take the online Awards, Engraving
and Custom Picture Framing survey.
Results will be published in a future
issue of the “Happenings” monthly
magazine.
For more information, contact Lynn
Sleeth at 567-4740 or at lynn.sleeth@
schriever.af.mil.

Cadet sponsors needed

The Air Force Academy Cadet
Sponsor Office is 200 sponsors short
for the Class of 2013. Officers O-3 and
above and enlisted E-6 and above who
are at least 28 years old, either active
duty or retired, are eligible to be cadet
sponsors. Civil Service employees GS05 and above, or the equivalent pay
band, are also eligible.
For more information on the Cadet
Sponsor Program, see the Sponsor
Handbook online by logging on to the
USAFA Web site: www.USAFA.edu/
(On the right menu on the homepage
under Special Interest, click on Cadet
Sponsor Program.
If you are interested in becoming
a cadet sponsor, contact the Cadet
Sponsor Office at 333-2727 or via email at cadet.sponsor@usafa.edu
More Briefs page 6
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Lt. Gen. Larry James, 14th Air Force commander, presents the 50th Space Wing guidon to Col. Wayne Monteith in a changeof-command ceremony here Aug. 20. Colonel Monteith succeeded Brig. Gen. Cary Chun as commander of the wing.
By Staff Sgt. Stacy Foster
50th Space Wing Public Affairs

The former vice commander of
the 21st Space Wing at Peterson
AFB, Colo. took command of the
50th Space Wing here Aug. 20 in
an official ceremony held in front
of the DeKok building.
Col. Wayne Monteith succeeded Brig. Gen. Cary Chun,
who will transfer to the National
Reconnaissance Office, Chantilly,
Va., to become the new Deputy
Commander of Space Support
and Integration, Joint Functional

Component Command for Space,
U.S. Strategic Command.
After accepting the 50 SW guidon from Lt. Gen. Larry James,
14th Air Force commander,
Colonel Monteith paid homage
to those who came before him.
“There is no greater honor for
me than to come to work every
day at a base named after a true
space pioneer,” Colonel Monteith
said. “I am honored to follow in
the footsteps of these space titans and I am proud to serve you,
the men and women of the 50th

Space Wing.”
Colonel Monteith is a command space professional who
has served in various special
duty capacities at major command, combatant command
and Headquarters Air Force staff
positions.
“Not only does he (Monteith)
understand the mission, but he
also understands how to take
care of people,” said General
James. “He will lead this wing
to new heights and carry on the
legacy of those before him.”

Some of Colonel Monteith’s
previous assignments include serving as the Director
of Navigation Warfare and
Positioning, Navigation and
Timing for the Assistant Secretary
of Defense for Networks and
Information Integration at the
Pentagon and as a Peacekeeper
Intercontinental Ballistic Missile
combat crew member. He has
also commanded the Air Force’s
only ICBM combat crew training
squadron.
Other duties included senior
ICBM Standardization and
Evaluation crew commander,
ICBM instructor and chief of
ICBM flight testing.
Colonel Monteith was born in
Essex, England, and earned his
commission as a distinguished
graduate from the University of
New Mexico’s Air Force ROTC
program with a bachelor’s in geography. He also holds a Master
of Science in business administration from Lesley College,
Cambridge, Mass.
He has received two Defense
Meritorious Service Medals,
three Air Force Meritorious
Service Medals, two Air Force
Commendation Medals and
two Air Force Achievement
Medals.
As the 50 SW commander, he
is responsible for more than 5,300
military, Department of Defense
civilian and contractor personnel
serving at wing locations worldwide in support of more than 170
communications, navigation and
surveillance satellites and their
associated systems valued at
more than $66 billion.

Schriever congratulates newest staff sergeant selectees
When the Air Force released
its newest staff sergeant select
list Aug. 20, 50 Senior Airmen
here discovered they would sew
on their new stripes within the
coming year.
Air Force officials selected
15,223 of 30,574 eligible Senior
Airman for promotion to staff
sergeant for a selection rate of
49.79 percent.
The average score for those
selected was 275.81, with an
average time in grade and time
in service of 2.09 and 4.69 years
respectively. The average score
was based on the following point
averages: 131.57 for enlisted performance reports, 59.01 for the
promotion fitness exam, 58.50
for the specialty knowledge test,
18.30 for time in grade, 11.47
for time in service and 0.94 for
decorations.
Congratulations to the following 50th Space Wing and Team
Schriever Senior Airmen on their
selection for promotion to E-5:
Shane Adams, 50th Security
Forces Squadron
Christopher Baker, 50th
Security Forces Squadron
Bernard Baum, 50th Space
Communications Squadron
Timothy Benifield, 50th Civil
Engineer Squadron
Daria Blevins, 2nd Space

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Stacy Foster

Col. Wayne Monteith, 50th Space Wing commander, congratulates Schriever Airmen selected for promotion to staff sergeant
during a party in the Main Fitness Center here Aug. 21. The Air Force made the selection list available Aug. 20. Fifty Schriever
Airmen were selected for promotion to E-5
Operations Squadron
Andrew Burton, 50th Security
Forces Squadron
Scott Buske, 50th Force
Support Squadron
Nigel Caldwell, 50th Security
Forces Squadron

Shaun Caviness, 50th Security
Forces Squadron
Aaron Cayo, 50th Security
Forces Squadron
Michael Craddock, 3rd Space
Operations Squadron
Chase Crow, 50th Security

Forces Squadron
Christopher Davidson, 50th
Operations Group
Ryan Davis, 50th Security
See E-5 Selections page 9
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Ceremonies and formations: Time-honored traditions
Commentary by Maj. Thomas Smicklas
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50th Comptroller Squadron commander

I recently attended a master sergeant’s retirement, a career civil service employees retirement,
an Airman Leadership School graduation, a retreat ceremony, NCO and senior NCO inductions
and a First Term Airman Center graduation, to
name a few. I distinguish these formations from
other meetings, discussions and conferences because they are ceremonies, not just ordinary,
everyday, run-of-the-mill events. They honor
extremely significant accomplishments, items
of national interest and all the hard work that
each of you do to make Schriever Air Force Base
so successful.
Ceremonies and military formations have always been important to me. A ceremony serves
as an act of respect and courtesy. Our retreat
ceremony, in particular, provided just the right
environment to both pay respect to those that
serve and to personally reflect on the things in
life that are important. Both the NCO and SNCO
inductions provided opportunities to show respect and courtesy to those being honored. It
provided a forum that enabled close friends,
family and co-workers to stop everything for
one brief moment and concentrate on the big
picture. They were there to show support and
congratulate their friend, mentor, co-worker or
family member.
By listening to the speaker, standing when
asked, and quietly observing the ceremony, you
are paying respect to both the individual and to
our Air Force. It’s your way of saying I appreciate
what you did and thank you for working so hard
to make a difference.
The Air Force has many different types of ceremonies that are unique customs of our military profession. Retreats, decorations, changes
of command, promotions, re-enlistments and
retirements are just a few of the ceremonies that
you will attend throughout your service to our
country. Not only is it a way to say thank you,

but it gives you an opportunity to reflect on your
service and your commitment to the Air Force
and our nation. It’s a shot of adrenaline that no
other forum can provide.
The High Frontier Honor Guard is quite often
at these ceremonies representing our heritage
as a military service, our devotion to duty and
our collective willingness to give our lives in
defense of freedom and this great nation. The
honor guard only accepts Airmen that demonstrate an overwhelming sense of pride, strive to
do the right thing and love to take care of people.
Airman 1st Class Evan Poster, 50th Comptroller
Squadron, recently returned from a four-month
detail with this elite team and did a superb job
with an outstanding group of young men and
women that truly represent the incredible fighting power of Schriever. What a team! What a
cause! What an unprecedented group! It’s what

makes Schriever so great! When the National
Anthem plays or any time you are called to attention, I urge you roll your shoulders back, stand
proud, be proud to be here and proud to serve
your nation. Take advantage of this unique time
in your lives; don’t let it pass you by.
You are serving your nation because you know,
especially as we fight the War on Terrorism and
various other overseas contingency operations
that it needs you and your abilities. It needs you
to serve with honor and to provide support to
everyone else serving with you. We are a team
and there is no better way to show support than
attending these important functions. Take it
upon yourself to lead by example and take the
time to support each other; not only because
it’s important, but because it’s the right thing
to do.
Photo by Scott Prater

Members of the High Frontier Honor Guard post the colors during a ribbon-cutting ceremony Aug. 26 to officially open
the first-ever base housing here.
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3 SOPS takes command, control of WGS-2
Airmen of the 3rd Space Operations Squadron
were part of a historic transfer made at 10 a.m.
Aug. 18 when they took command and control
of the second Wideband Global SATCOM satellite system from Air Force Space and Systems
Center at Los Angeles AFB, Calif.
Lt. Col. Jean Eisenhut, 3 SOPS commander,
along with Col. Kenneth Allison, 50th Space Wing
vice commander, and Col. Stanford Kekauoha,
50th Operations Group commander, accepted
the transfer of responsibility approved by Col.
Lee-Volker Cox, 14th Air Force A3, via a teleconference that also included Brig. Gen. Samuel
Greaves, Military Satellite Communications
Systems Wing commander.
The WGS-2 mission is the second installment
of the WGS system. WGS satellites are important elements of a new high-capacity satellite
communications system providing enhanced
communications capabilities to America’s troops
around the world for the next decade and beyond.
WGS enables more robust and flexible execution
of command and control, communications computers, intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance as well as battle management and combat
support information functions. WGS-2 augments
the existing service of the WGS-1 satellite and
the Defense Satellite Communications System
constellation by providing additional information broadcast capabilities.
WGS-2 was successfully launched into orbit April 3, 2009, from Cape Canaveral Air
Force Station, Fla. The satellite is positioned to
provide support to U.S. Central Command in
Afghanistan, Iraq and others parts of Southwest
Asia.
Throughout the next few years, the number of
WGS satellites will increase to six, with the Air
Force looking at putting a total of 11 in orbit in
the future. (Article courtesy of 3 SOPS)

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Amanda McCarty

Lt. Col. Jean Eisenhut, 3rd Space Operations Squadron commander, signals to her crew with a thumbs up that they just received command and control of the
Wideband Global SATCOM-2 satellite Aug. 18. The satellite was launched into orbit April 3 and initially controlled by the Air Force Space and Missile Systems
Center at Los Angeles AFB, Calif. The transfer of the satellite from SMC to 3rd SOPS takes five minutes over the phone, but involves years of preparation. The
next generation of WGS satellites, WGS-3, are currently slated for launch later this year.
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Downtown parade recognizes Blog offers support to
veterans of recent conflicts
military families

By Scott Prater
Schriever Sentinel

Up to 40 Schriever Airmen will march
during the Red, White and Brave Welcome
Home Parade Aug. 29 in downtown Colorado
Springs.
The event, Colorado Springs’ second servicemember-recognition parade of its kind
in the past five years, serves a dual purpose according to parade chairman John
O’Donnell.
“We’re welcoming troops who are just returning from overseas, most of whom have
been in the Iraq or Afghanistan theater,”
O’Donnell said. “But, we’re also welcoming the arrival of the Army’s 4th Infantry
Division, which moved from Fort Hood,
Texas during July.”
The parade features Maj. Gen. David
Perkins, commander 4th Infantry Division
commander, as parade grand marshall and
Lt. Gen. Michael C. Gould, the Air Force
Academy superintendant, as a special
guest.
Organizers expect 40,000 to 50,000 spectators to line Tejon Street from St. Vrain Street
to Vermijo Street. Attendees can expect to see
2,500 marching soldiers from Fort Carson
and another 500 from Schriever Air Force
Base, Peterson Air Force Base and Cheyenne
Mountain Air Force Station as well as the
Air Force Academy.
Organizers are bringing in 12 marching

bands, 10 floats, 20 fire trucks and engines
and flyovers by vintage World War II aircraft,
as well as modern planes from Buckley Air
Force Base, all to celebrate the dedication,
commitment and sacrifice demonstrated by
our men and women of the armed forces.
So what makes this parade different from
its predecessor?
“Five years ago we were a lot closer to Sept.
11, 2001,” O’Donnell said. “Almost everyone
in Colorado Springs is no more than two
degrees of separation from a military family
who has experienced more than two tours of
duty. The length of the conflict has burdened
everybody, so this event is about Soldiers and
their families.”
Judging by donations, Pikes Peak Region
residents have already showed their overwhelming support.
“We’re funding this event through private
contributions,” O’Donnell said. “So far over
100 donors have contributed $100,000 toward
our effort.”
The parade will begin at 10 a.m. at the corner of St. Vrain and Tejon Streets and last
roughly 60 to 90 minutes. No pets will be
allowed and parking meters will be in force
so spectators are encouraged to use the city’s
parking garages.
Food and drink will be sold at numerous locations along the parade route. Visit
http://csbj.com/welcomehomeparade/ for
more information.

WASHINGTON (AFNS) — Defense Department officials have launched a blog
called “Family Matters” that is dedicated to providing resources and support to military families.
The blog, which can be found at http://afps.dodlive.mil, features tips from experts,
and military-related topics that discuss anything from deployments and separations
to education benefits and child care.
“Our goal is to touch on topics that are important and relevant to military families,”
said Elaine Wilson, the blog’s author and an editor for American Forces Press Service.
“Military families confront unique challenges and issues, and we’re hoping people can
turn to this blog for information and support.”
Mrs. Wilson served for nearly eight years in the active-duty Air Force and three
years in the Air Force Reserve before becoming a defense civilian, experience she
brings to the blog.
“I remember those early morning PT runs, the late-night calls and the constant
juggling of mission and family,” she said. “It was tough. I was married to a military
member and, one day, became a divorced single parent of two. Balancing that with
military life, particularly overseas, presented some tough challenges.”
Mrs. Wilson said she will share many of her stories in hopes of starting a dialog with
others who are dealing with the same types of issues. This two-way communication
will be vital to the blog’s success.
“We read every comment, and respond when appropriate to the person writing
in,” she said.
Many comments are forwarded to defense experts for response, she said. “A great
aspect of this blog is that many readers will have the opportunity to have their comments and ideas viewed by defense officials.”
Mrs. Wilson noted that a recent comment was elevated to the desk of the Army
secretary. “A military spouse made some great suggestions and comments, and we
felt they could make an impact, so we forwarded them to higher-level officials,” she
said. “Anyone can make a difference, and it can start with something as simple as a
blog comment.”
A heartfelt comment can make more of an impact among the blog’s readers than
the blog entries themselves, Mrs. Wilson said.
“We had a reader make a comment about suicides among family members,” she
said. “That sparked other comments on the same topic that offered everything from
support to helping resources. I then dedicated a blog to helping resources. It had a
positive snowball effect.”
The blog has received numerous comments since its launch in early August, including
some positive feedback. “Thanks for the new blog, looks great and useful,” a comment
says. And another: “This is another great resource by [the Defense Department].”
Perhaps most importantly, Mrs. Wilson said, the blog is aimed at letting people
know they’re not alone in their everyday struggles.
“Whether dealing with the after-effects of a deployment or the challenges of home
life, we’re hoping this blog will help create a common bond among military family
members,” Mrs. Wilson said. “And also convey the ongoing caring and concern defense
officials have for our military families.”
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Service mall project validation
assessment survey

Many in the Schriever community will be
receiving a hardcopy survey through the base
distribution system. The survey is being conducted by PriceWaterhouse Cooper, which
was contracted by the Air Force Services
Agency.
The survey data will be used to assess the
need for construction of a service mall to
rehouse an expanded outdoor recreation
equipment rental operation, a framing and
engraving operation, add a postal kiosk and
a proposed snack bar. If you receive one,
ensure it’s completed and returned within
two weeks. The surveys may be dropped
off at Outdoor Recreation in building 300,
room 133, or at room 214 in building 200.
They may also be returned through the base
distribution system to 50FSS/FSK in the
envelope included with the survey. If you
would like to complete a survey and did not
receive one, e-mail marketing@schriever.
af.mil.
For more information, contact Lynn Sleeth
at 567-4740 or at lynn.sleeth@schriever.
af.mil.

Attorney recruiting

More than 1,200 judge advocates currently
practice law while serving on active duty as
Air Force officers. If interested in becoming
a member of this highly trained and motivated legal team, the Funded Legal Education
Program may be able to help. Each year the
Judge Advocate General’s Corps selects active
duty officers to attend law school at the Air
Force’s expense. FLEP participants receive
tuition, fees and book allowances from the
Air Force while continuing to serve on active
duty, thus receiving full pay, allowances and
other benefits while attending law school.
The Excess Leave Program may also be able
to help. ELP allows active duty officers to

attend law school by using excess leave. The
leave is not charged to the officer and does
not have to be paid back. ELP participants
also continue to accrue time for promotion
and retirement and remain eligible to use
the Base Exchange, commissary and medical services.
Under this program, the officer is responsible for paying all educational costs and does
not receive pay and allowances while attending law school.
For more information, contact the
Schriever Legal office at 567-5050.

Paralegal recruiting

Paralegal assist attorneys in providing
superior legal counsel to commanders, first
sergeants and other key personnel on a broad
spectrum of legal and quasi-legal matters.
They also provide assistance to eligible clients under the supervision of an attorney.
Paralegals support all areas of a legal office,
including military justice, claims, civil law,
legal assistance, contracts and environmental
and operations law. Cross-training candidates must be able to type a minimum of 25
words per minute, score a minimum general
AQE score of 51 and have no derogatory information, including previous Article 15s or
court convictions.
For more information, contact the
Schriever Legal office at 567-5050.

Before- and after-school
program

The new Schriever AFB School-Age
Program is open 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mondays to
Fridays for children in kindergarten through
age 12. Children of parents who are active
duty, DoD civilians (both NAF and APF),
DoD contractors and reservists on active
duty or training are eligible.
In addition, children with special needs
whose parents are within the categories listed
are eligible. The program is closed weekends

and federal holidays. Transportation between
school(s) and the School Age Program is
provided by Ellicott School District 22. If
children are unable to ride the bus, parents
are responsible for arranging transportation.
The School Age Program does not provide
transportation.
For more information, contact Toni
Hansen at 567-5364

Disneyland Resort Military
Salute extended to Sept. 30

As part of “Disney’s Armed Forces Salute”
campaign, active and retired U.S. military
personnel, including active members of the
U.S. Coast Guard or Reserves are eligible for
a complimentary, multi-day admission into
the Disneyland Resort Theme parks, and can
book rooms at one of the three Disneyland
Resort hotel properties at a special rate. For
example, at Disney’s Paradise Pier Hotel, active or retired members of the military and
their families may find hotel rooms starting
at $119 per night during the value season. The
number of rooms available at these special
rates is limited. During the offer period, active or retired U.S. military personnel also
may make a one-time purchase of an adult
or child three-day “Disney’s Armed Forces
Salute Companion” ticket for up to five family
members (including spouse) or friends for the
price of an adult one-day park hopper ticket.
Purchase your tickets at Outdoor Recreation,
building 300, room 133.
For more information, contact Outdoor
Recreation/ITT at 567-6050.

EQUAL Plus news

Airman Management System EQUAL
Plus advertisements offer military members
the ability to volunteer for special assignments outside of the normal assignment
cycles. Two enhancements have been added
within the EQUAL Plus area. First, a new
AMS robot email was created which will

generate to an individual after they have
volunteered for a particular EQUAL Plus
job. The e-mail will confirm they have volunteered for a particular EQUAL Plus job.
If this action was done in error they will
also be provided step by step guidelines
on how to withdraw their volunteer status. The second enhancement deals with
another robot email which will generate
after the assignment NCO has selected the
most qualified/eligible individual for a particular EQUAL Plus job. The selectee will
receive an assignment rip; the individuals
that were not selected will receive an e-mail
notification. Remember you may only apply
for one EQUAL Plus job at a time.
For more information, call 567-2240 or
e-mail wayne.kingsbury@schriever.af.mil.

University representative office
hours

The following university representatives
will be available in the DeKok building, room
310 at the specified dates and times: Webster
University: Every first and third Monday, 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. (Rep- Bill Houth, 574-7562);
Colorado State Pueblo: Tuesdays, 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. (Rep-Rick Perez, 574-3312; Devry
University: Every first and third Wednesday,
10 a.m. to noon, and every first Thursday, 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. (Rep-Cedric Johnson, 9631688); Pikes Peak Community College: Every
second Monday, 10 a.m. to noon (Rep-Ron
Shields, 502-4300); Embry Riddle: Every
second and fourth Tuesday, 1 to 4 p.m.
(Rep-Michelle Erlacher, 567-6858); Regis
University: Every fourth Thursday, noon to
4 p.m. (Rep-John Hill, 264-7021); University
of Phoenix: Fridays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. (Crista
Hill, 235-4077).
For more information, contact Tech Sgt.
Cassandra Bushyeager, 50 FSS/CAA at 5675927
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Collaboration key to success in cyber operations
By Scott Knuteson
Air University Public Affairs

MAXWELL AIR FORCE BASE, Ala.
(AFNS) — The Air Force Information
Technology Conference opened Aug. 24 in
Montgomery, Ala., with keynote addresses
from the vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs,
the Air Force chief of staff and the CEO of
McAfee, Inc.
Collaboration emerged as a key theme in
the opening day of the conference, which is
now in its 26th year.
The modern warfighter has found “tremendous advantages in networking organizations,” Gen. James Cartwright, vice chairman
of the Joint Chiefs, told attendees, saying that
the conference is a valuable tool in learning
how to leverage information technology advantages, he said.
The event boasts more than 200 vendors, 120 seminars and 5,800 registered
attendees.
“My hat is off to you in the information
technology community,” Gen. Norton
Schwartz, Air Force chief of staff, said in his
address. “You are key to how we concentrate
our efforts and collaborate.”
The IT backbone allows interconnectivity
between advanced weapon and command
and control systems, the general noted,
maximizing effectiveness in air, space and
cyberspace operations.
Professionals from across the government
and private sectors will gather for the next
three days to collaborate and share on the
latest technology and its benefits for the Air
Force and the Department of Defense as a
whole.
“We’re proud of the relationship we have
with the Air Force,” said Mr. David DeWalt,
McAfee CEO and a keynote speaker. “We
need to develop stronger threat intelligence. This relationship provides a great
opportunity.”
Collaboration was also on the mind of U.S.
Representative Bobby Bright, the congressional representative from the 2nd District
in Alabama, which includes the city of
Montgomery.

“This is the ideal event to mesh small business and our military community together,”
said Mr. Bright, who serves on the House
Armed Services Committee.
Mr. Bright welcomed the group to
Alabama. The congressman, as well as Mr.
John Caporal, deputy director of the Air
Force’s Small Business Programs, will speak
to the small business forums taking place
later in the week.
Conference forums and events support the
conference theme, “The Warfighter’s Edge in
Battlespace,” highlighting how information
technology contributes to the joint fight.
The rapid evolution of the Air Force and
the Department of Defense necessitates focus on three tenets, according to Richard
Lombardi, the 554th Electronic Systems
Wing director. These are rapid acquisition,
operability at the core and the ability to fight
through a cyber attack.
Winning, both on the battlefield and in cyberspace, requires the leveraging of a variety
of cyber systems, General Cartwright said.
“In the art of war, where does (information
technology) fit?” the nation’s second highest
ranking military officer asked.
And risk, though inevitable, cannot stop
progress toward applying technology on the
battlefield.
“Can we afford to step aside because there
might be risk?” the general asked. “The answer is no.”
The Department of Defense, in collaboration with private industry, must learn to find
a balance between the vulnerabilities and
advantages of technology, he said.
Conference attendees will have the opportunity to hear other keynote speakers on a variety of topics throughout the week, including
Lt. Gen. William Lord, chief of warfighting
integration and chief information officer for
the Air Force, and Lt. Gen. Carroll Pollett,
director of the Defense Information System
Agency and commander, Joint Task ForceGlobal, Network Operations.
(Jessica Casserly contributed to this
article)

August history highlights
Aug. 4, 1945: Following an 18-month
deployment to Europe during which the
50th Fighter Group (later renamed 50th
Operations Group) distinguished itself
in combat, the unit relocated to La Junta
Army Air Field, Colo., where it prepared for
demobilization.
August 1953: The 50th Fighter-Bomber
Wing (later renamed 50th Space Wing) completed its transfer from Clovis Air Force Base,
N.M., to Hahn Air Base, Germany. Soon
after, the 50th became the first tactically
operational unit in 12th Air Force.
Aug. 1, 1956: After converting to the
F-86H aircraft, the 50th Fighter-Bomber
Wing relocated to Toul-Rosiere, France.
The 417th Fighter-Bomber Squadron, under
the command of Lt. Col. Charles “Chuck”
Yeager, was the first of the wing’s units to
move.
August 1959: Col. Frank L. Wood assumed
command of the wing from Brig. Gen. Henry
C. Newcomer.
Aug. 26, 1974: Col. Paul M. Ingram
assumed command of the 50th Tactical
Fighter Wing from Brig. Gen. Michael E.
DeArmond.
Aug. 2, 1990: Iraqi forces invaded Kuwait.
Within weeks, the United States responded

with a massive build-up of forces in Saudi
Arabia and other locations. The 50th Tactical
Fighter Wing increased an already intensive
air crew training program in preparation for
eventual deployment to the Middle East.
Aug. 3, 1990: British Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher visited Falcon Air Force
Station.
August 1992: Construction of a pipeline
to connect Falcon AFS with the Colorado
Interstate Gas Company’s pipeline system
began.
Aug. 22, 1993: A ceremony at New Boston
Air Station’s fire house marked the official
opening of the facility as well as the creation
of the Hilltop Fire Mutual Aid District.
Aug. 23, 1993: Space and Missile Systems
Center offered operational turnover of Global
Positioning System vehicle SVN-35 to Air
Force Space Command.
Aug. 10, 1995: The 3rd Space Operations
Squadron assumed satellite command authority for Defense Satellite Communications
System vehicle B-7.
Aug. 14, 1995: Air Force Space Command
activated the 50th Contracting Squadron. Lt.
Col. James W. Wright assumed command.
(Information courtesy of the 50th Space Wing
History Office)

History Quiz
Last week’s answer:

Command elements, crews and maintenance teams of the 50th Fighter (now Operations) Group moved to A-17
airfield at Meautis, France Aug. 16, 1944.

This week’s question:

Which British official visited Falcon Air Force Base Aug. 3, 1990?

(Courtesy of the 50th Space Wing History Office)

U.S. Air Force photo/Melanie Rodgers Cox

Gen. Norton A. Schwartz, the Air Force chief of staff, spoke to more than 5,500 Air Force Information Technology
Conference attendees Aug. 24 in Montgomery, Ala. This year’s theme, “The Warfighter’s Edge in Battlespace,”
aims to highlight the role of information technology in the joint fight.
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Last call

Please
Recycle
U.S. Air Force photo/Amber Whittington

Brig. Gen. Cary Chun hosts his last commander’s call as 50th Space Wing commander here Aug. 20 before relinquishing command.
General Chun moved to the National Reconnaissance Office, Chantilly, Va., to become the new Deputy Commander of Space Support
and Integration, Joint Functional Component Command for Space, U.S. Strategic Command.

Defense Department Web site eases information delivery
By Judith Snyderman
Defense Media Activity

WASHINGTON (AFNS) — The
new Defense Department Web site is
designed to make military news and
information more accessible, and also
invites greater participation from the
public, the department’s top public affairs official said Aug. 25.
“[Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates]
wanted to hear back from people more.
He felt that he couldn’t really engage
with people outside of the senior leadership that he talks to here in the building,” Price Floyd, the principal deputy
assistant secretary of defense for public
affairs, told bloggers and online journalists during a “DoDLive” bloggers
roundtable.
The new “We Want to Hear from
You” feature is prominent on the Web
site — at www.Defense.gov — and invites users to ask questions and vote on
policy issues they want explained.
Mr. Floyd said submissions will
be tallied every few weeks, and that
Secretary Gates and other senior leaders will reply to questions that garner
the most interest.
Mr. Floyd said the redesign places

greater emphasis on social networking tools such as Facebook, Twitter and
Flickr, citing anecdotal evidence of the
benefits.
“Some of these stories about the men
and women being able to do homework
with their kids back here in the states
in real time because of these social networking sites and the software that is
out there, I just think those stories are
amazing,” Mr. Floyd said.
A new defense policy is under review
to make access to social networking sites
from “dot.mil” accounts more uniform
across the services. Mr. Floyd noted that
the policy will balance both the benefits
and legitimate security concerns related
to social networking.
“In the past, when you’d send a letter
home to your mother or family member,
that was the one person who got it, and
they might tell a couple of friends what
was in there,” he said. “But the nature
of the new technology is that you put
an update on your Facebook or Twitter
account and thousands of people know
about it right away, and they can forward it to thousands of people. So, operational security is possibly even more
important than it was before.”

Other redesigned “Defense.gov” features provide quicker access to pages
and services, such as the Pentagon
Channel and Defense Department
news, that are most sought by Web site
visitors. A subscription area for RSS
feeds and widgets allows visitors to pull
news stories and updates to their own
sites automatically.
While the new site replaces www.
DefenseLink.mil as the department’s
main Internet entry portal, the target
audience remains unchanged, Mr. Floyd
said.
“No. 1 is our internal audience of
about 3 million, both active-duty
military and civilian folks,” he said.
“Another one is the U.S. public and
the third is those overseas.”
Mr. Floyd said that the number of
people getting their news from social
networking sources is growing; however, “we don’t just want to do this to do
it; we want to do it because it has impact
and so that we have a real engagement
with people back and forth.”
Mr. Floyd invited bloggers and the
public to send him a “tweet.” Visit www.
Defense.gov and click on Twitter in the
left-hand column.
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VA simplifies compensation rules
for post-traumatic stress
WASHINGTON (AFNS) — The Veterans Affairs
Department is taking steps to help veterans seeking compensation for post-traumatic stress disorder, VA Secretary
Eric K. Shinseki announced Aug. 24.
“The hidden wounds of war are being addressed vigorously and comprehensively by this administration as we
move VA forward in its transformation to the 21st century,”
Secretary Shinseki said.
VA is publishing a proposed regulation today in the Federal
Register to make it easier for a veteran to claim service
connection for PTSD by reducing the evidence needed if
the stressor claimed is related to fear of hostile military or
terrorist activity. Comments on the proposed rule will be
accepted over the next 60 days, and a final regulation will
be published after consideration of all comments received,
VA officials said.
Under the new rule, VA would not require corroboration
of a stressor related to fear of hostile military or terrorist
activity if a VA psychiatrist or psychologist confirms that
the stressful experience recalled by a veteran adequately

supports a diagnosis of PTSD and the veteran’s symptoms
are related to the claimed stressor.
Previously, claims adjudicators were required to corroborate that a noncombat veteran actually experienced a
stressor related to hostile military activity. This rule would
simplify the development that is required for these cases,
officials explained.
PTSD is a recognized anxiety disorder that can follow
seeing or experiencing an event that involves actual or threatened death or serious injury to which a person responds with
intense fear, helplessness or horror, and is not uncommon
in war. Feelings of fear, confusion or anger often subside,
officials noted, but if the feelings don’t go away or get worse,
a veteran may have PTSD.
VA is bolstering its mental health capacity to serve combat
veterans, adding thousands of new professionals in the last
four years. The department also has established a toll-free
suicide prevention helpline — 1-800-273-TALK — and has
a Web site available for online chat in the evenings at http://
www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/Veterans/.

Commander of Air Force Space Command
receives the Hardinger Award

Air Force Space Command Photo by Duncan Wood

General C. Robert Kehler received the Hardinger Award during the 26th Annual National Defense Industrial Association Ball, August 21. The General
James V. Hardinger Award is named for the first Commander of the United States Air Force Space Command. The Rocky Mountain Chapter of the
NDIA presents the award annually to an individual from the military services,other government agencies or industry, in recognition of outstanding
achievement in the military space mission of the United States.

E-5 Selections
From page 1
Forces Squadron
William Dietz, 50th Security Forces Squadron
Nathaniel Essington, 50th Operations Group
Stephen Ford, 50th Operations Support Squadron
Justin Froehlich, 2nd Space Operations Squadron
Jeffrey Guy, 1st Space Operations Squadron
Matthew Hall, 50th Civil Engineer Squadron
Jeffrey Hopkins, 50th Security Forces Squadron
Nathan Johns, 50th Space Communications Squadron
Justin Jones, 50th Civil Engineer Squadron
Alexander Judkins, 50th Security Forces Squadron
Lindsay Judkins, 50th Security Forces Squadron
Michael Kulka, 50th Security Forces Squadron
Cory Laflamme, 50th Civil Engineer Squadron
William Lim, 1st Space Operations Squadron
Jeffrey McClung, 50th Space Wing
Stephen Minukas, 50th Security Forces Squadron

Christine Nagle, 50th Security Forces Squadron
Eric Proctor, 50th Security Forces Squadron
Brianna Reid, 50th Space Communications Squadron
Anthony Resendiz, 50th Space Wing
Taren Rice, 50th Force Support Squadron
Quenton Richardson, 50th Operations Support Squadron
Kristina Robinson, 50th Comptroller Squadron
Casey Sabin, 50th Security Forces Squadron
Amy Seitz, 50th Operations Support Squadron
Corey Sheperd, 50th Space Communications Squadron
David Simmonds, 50th Security Forces Squadron
Cecelia Smith, 4th Space Operations Squadron
Spencer Southerland, 50th Operations Support Squadron
Devin Stapelman, 50th Security Forces Squadron
Taylor Steckman, 3rd Space Operations Squadron
Kathleen Sullivan, 50th Security Forces Squadron
Karl Teichmann, 50th Space Communications Squadron
Travis Ward, 50th Security Forces Squadron
Kenneth Williams, 50th Space Communications
Squadron
Daniel Wise, 50th Security Forces Squadron
To view a complete list of Air Force-wide selectees, visit
http://www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/.
(Information compiled by Staff Sgt. Stacy Foster)
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