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Heavy equipment operators clear the way
By Staff Sgt. Patrice Clarke
50th Space Wing Public Affairs

That there are seven one-hour
designated customer service parking spots in front of Bldg 210?
Those were added so the many
customers who visit Building 210
have a space to park.

Base Briefs
Schriever Civilian Health
Insurance Benefits Fair set
for Friday

Representatives from Health
Insurance Providers will be at Schriever
AFB Friday from 11 a.m. to noon at
the Base Fitness Center. Health Benefit
Representatives will have information to pass out and answer questions
about their health care plans. For more
information, contact David Duhe at
567-5769.

U.S. Air Force Photo/Dennis Rogers

Tech. Sgt. Jeffrey Brown, 50th Civil Engineering Squadron, explains the workings of a piece of heavy equipment to 8
year old Kaden Jones, son of Tech. Sgt. Bernadette Jones, 50th Space Communications Squadron. Sergeant Brown
and the rest of the 14-member snow removal team use this piece of equipment as well as other large pieces of equipment for snow removal.

When the roads are impassable and
late reporting is imminent, there is an
elite group of Team Schriever members who tackle the icy conditions to
ensure the mission continues.
Though the group is small, their
mission is critical to every member
on Schriever. It’s the members of the
50th Civil Engineer Squadron pavements and equipment shop who make
sure the roads are clear so that Team
Schriever members can safely travel
on base.
The snow removal team is tasked
with the large job of clearing all roads
and parking lots on base. The 14-member team uses a pre-set, priority level
system which determines which roads
and parking lots are cleared first.
“When we are in snow operations,
we have a set route and sector around
base that each person is responsible
for clearing,” said Tech. Sgt. Jeffrey
Brown, 50 CES. “It does not matter
when the snow falls, we go to 24-hour
manning during snow operations.”
Before the snow even begins to fall,
the members of the pavement and
equipment shop are busy training the
augmentees who will assist throughout the snow season. Augmentees are
See Operators page 4

Schriever Fire Department Responds to Ellicott Fire

Active parenting class
available Friday

Active Parenting is designed for parents of children ages 5-12. Learn strategies to empower your children so that
they will develop life skills such as respect and responsibility. The workshop
focuses on communication, parenting
styles, discipline, and developing selfesteem. Learn more about yourself as
a parent, effective parenting strategies,
and have fun in the process! The class
is at Friday 2 p.m. at the Airman and
Family Readiness Center, Bldg T-65.
For more information, contact Heidi
Tintle at 567-3920.

Military Adoption Fair
available Wednesday

Thinking about adoption, but don’t
know where to start? Start by attending the Adoption Fair/Workshop from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Wednesday at the
Armed Services YMCA, 2190 Jet wing
Drive. It is hosted by the Airman and
Family Readiness Centers of Peterson,
Schriever, and the USAFA Academy;
the Army Community Service Center,
Fort Carson and the Southeast YMCA.
Representatives will be on hand to talk
about the different types of adoption
and available resources. You must sign
up for this event. For more information,
contact Heidi Tintle at 567-3920.
More Briefs page 13
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The Schriever Fire Department, through mutual aid agreements, supported the response to an off-base fire in Ellicott Oct. 27.
By 2nd Lt Nick Goirigolzarri
4th Space Operations Squadron

Although Schriever Air Force Base is
fairly distant from the hustle-and-bustle
of Colorado Springs, the Schriever Fire
Department can attest that things definitely
still happen out here.
Just last week, the Schriever Fire
Department responded to a fire in Ellicott,
approximately 10 miles east of Schriever.

The fire broke out in the early afternoon at
Riley’s Mobile Home Sales, a business which
sells mobile homes and mobile home parts.
More than 50 mobile homes were destroyed
or damaged but the homes were vacant and
no injuries were reported.
According to Ellicott resident Chuck
Howarth, the land belongs to him and there
are hundreds of vacant trailers in the lot.
“When I arrived, there was lots of thick,

black smoke. Luckily, the fire crews were already there,” Howarth said.
The Schriever Fire Department received a
call from someone on base reporting a possible fire in Schriever’s housing development.
Crews immediately responded to the housing
area but discovered that the fire was much
further east and off base.
See Fire page 14
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Refugee shares perspective on Veterans Day
Commentary by Lt. Col. Harold Hoang
50th Mission Support Group deputy commander

With Veterans Day just around the corner, let
me share with you what this special day means
to me. Bear with me as I walk you through the
history behind the day that we now know as
Veterans Day and why it has a special place in
my heart.
Originally Veterans Day was known as
Armistice Day and traces its origin back to World
War I, known at the time as “The Great War.”
According to the Department of Veterans Affairs,
a temporary cessation of hostilities between the
Allied nations and Germany went into effect
on the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the
eleventh month. For that reason, November 11,
1918, is generally regarded as the end of “the war
to end all wars.” It was a year later when President
Woodrow Wilson proclaimed November 11, 1919
as the first commemoration of Armistice Day.
November 11th became a legal federal holiday
in the United States in 1938. In 1954, at the urging of veterans who served in World War II and
Korea, the 83rd Congress amended the Act of
1938 by striking out the word “Armistice” and
inserting in its place the word “Veterans.” With
the approval of this legislation (Public Law 380)
on June 1, 1954, November 11th became a day to
honor American veterans of all wars. Here ends
the history lesson.
As for me, Veterans Day means a great deal.

Lt. Col. Harold Hoang
50th Mission Support Group deputy commander
Whenever I have the honor of meeting veterans
of past wars, I always make it a point to thank
them for their service. I am thankful for veterans
of all wars, but especially those who fought in
the Vietnam War. Those brave men and women
had a direct impact on my life and the lives of
hundreds of thousands of “boat people” that fled
the war torn nation of Vietnam in 1975. Yes, I
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was one of the “boat people.”
So how did I get to call this great nation of
ours home? Simply put, it was due to my parents’ bravery and sacrifices. On April 30, 1975,
my parents having lived under Viet Cong’s rule
before Vietnam was divided in two, decided to
leave all behind and took nine kids on a journey that changed our lives forever. My dad was
an officer in the South Vietnamese Army and
served proudly alongside U.S. Special Forces.
When the Viet Cong took over South Vietnam
he knew it was time to “get out of Dodge.” My
parents knew the family would not be safe because of his affiliation with U.S. Forces. They
knew someone would turn them over to win
favors with the new ruling party. They knew it
was either live free or die...so off we went under
the cover of darkness.
Where were we going? Doesn’t matter, we
weren’t staying. We boarded a tugboat crammed
with hundreds of other refugees sea bound for
freedom...we hoped. We were fleeing with only the
clothes on our backs and very little sustenance.
There was no food or water and very little comfort.
Luckily for us, the U.S. Navy was on watch ready
to rescue refugees. Upon our encounter with the
U.S. Navy, we were directed to abandon our boat
and climbed into a collection point...a barge with
chain link fence and sand bags for stability. I was
See Refugee page 6
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A short history of the 50th Network Operations Group
By Randolph Saunders
50th Space Wing historian

The 50 NOG celebrated its 45th Anniversary Nov. 1.
Originally activated in 1965 as the 1879th
Communications Squadron at Nha Trang Airport, South
Vietnam, the group supported combat operations in
Southeast Asia with essential communications systems.
The unit earned 23 combat awards in its six years of
combat operations. After Vietnam, the group moved
to Richards-Gebaur AFB, Missouri where it served as
a component of the Tactical Communications Division.
Reassigned to the Space Communications Division in
1982, the group began it’s support to Air Force space
operations at that time. The squadron underwent several name changes and was reassigned to Falcon Air
Force Station in October 1985 as a component of the
2d Space Wing.
Soon, the need for a group-level communications organization led to the redesignation of the
1879th Communications Squadron as the 1879th

Operators
From page 1

volunteers from throughout the civil engineer squadron who have completed the required training to familiarize themselves
with equipment and routes.
“We spend a week making sure our augmentees have the snow removal process
down,” said Sergeant Brown.
During training, augmentees learn how
to operate each vehicle safely and efficiently,
as well as, learn how to safetly handle the
chemicals involved with the snow removal
process.
“When clearing (the snow) we put a salt-like

chemical down to help keep ice from bonding
to pavement surfaces,” said Sergeant Brown.
For the augmentees the training helps
members get more comfortable with the
duties they have volunteered to perform.
“I was really nervous the first time,” said
Senior Airman Joe Zupke, a 50 CES electrician and three-time snow removal augmentee. “I usually work the night shift and
clearing snow on base at night is completely
different from the day time. A lot of things
on base look completely different in the
dark. The training we received going over
the routes and pointing out any base changes
really helped.”
To Sergeant Brown’s snow removal team,
safety is paramount during the entire process. He asks of the Schriever public to watch

Communications Group in 1989. One year later, the group
was relieved of assignment to the Space Communications
Division and assigned directly to the 2d Space Wing. It
inactivated with the 2d SW on 30 January 1992.
In 1997, the 1879th Communications Group returned
to active duty as the 50th Communications Group. The
group’s distinguished history and numerous awards
contributed significantly to the Air Force decision to
continue this organization’s lineage. Inactivated briefly
in 2002, the 50th Communications Group was again
activated in 2003.
With that activation and resulting organizational
change, the group assumed
responsibility for the worldwide Air Force Satellite
Control Network, the communications systems supporting the network, and base communications systems.
It’s redesignation in March 2004 as the 50th Network
Operations Group reflected its true nature as a tactical
group rather than one performing a mainly supporting role.

out for the snow removal equipment on the
road.
“We are usually driving some pretty large
vehicles,” he said. “We are trying to get these
roads clear. Most times, drivers are safer behind us than in front of us.”
Sergeant Brown also mentioned other ways
drivers could assist with the process.
“Scattered parking is something people
usually don’t think about but it does make
the snow removal process in parking lots a
challenge,” said Sergeant Brown.
Scattered parking refers to parking lots that
have cars scattered throughout the parking
lot instead of grouped together.
No matter the challenges, the primary
snow removal team members and the augmentees enjoy what they do.

“Plowing snow is fun,” Sergeant Brown
said. “It’s instant gratification. I can see what
I’m doing makes it possible for everyone to
get to work safely.”
“This is my third season as an augmentee,”
said Airman Zupke. “I like doing it. It’s a
huge sense of accomplishment. I’m helping
keep people safe.”
Their enthusiasm and dedication does not
go unnoticed.
“This small group works extremely hard
throughout the snow season,” said Lt. Col.
Kevin Williams, 50 CES commander. “Many
times, when most of the base is still in bed,
the snow removal guys are out clearing the
roads. They are out 24 hours a day in snow
operations keeping the roads clear so the mission at Schriever continues without delay.”
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MSG PT creating fitness lifestyle changes
By Scott Prater
Schriever Sentinel

Leaders in the 50th Mission Support Group decided in
September they would take bold action to ward off Air Force
fitness assessment failures here.
Col. Ed Baron, 50 MSG commander, Lt. Col Harold Hoang,
50 MSG deputy commander and Chief Master Sgt. Timothy
Winfree, 50 MSG superintendent, joined forces to create,
implement and lead the MSG Remedial PT program.
Chief Winfree brimmed with enthusiasm when he met
some 35 to 40 Airmen at the fitness center at 6:15 a.m. Sept.
20. And the program was off and running.
“We could have sat back and waited to hear news of 35
to 40 fitness test failures and watched as people faced administrative action or even discharge,” Chief Winfree said.
“Instead, we gave them an option to get fit.”
The group meets every weekday morning and is mandatory
for every MSG Airman who has either failed their last AF
fitness assessment, or is schedule to take a fitness test in the
next 90 days and scored lower than 80 on their last test.
Participants usually arrive around 6 a.m. and sign in.
Chief Winfree, Colonel Baron or Colonel Hoang then lead
the group through stretching exercises, before taking participants through a tough workout that typically lasts longer
than an hour.
“On Mondays we do a mock PT test, record everyone’s

times and measurements — and then we do our regular
physical training,” Chief Winfree said. “We’ll mix up the
workout each day, but we always run at least three miles
each day.”
Through the program, Airmen focus on building core
strength, upper-body strength, endurance and speed.
It’s worked wonders for more than a few participants.
Staff Sgt. Shad Dohl, 50th Security Forces Squadron, entered the MSG training after failing the sit-up portion of his
AF fitness assessment.
“He told us his highest score ever was an 80, but after training with us he ended up scoring a 93 on his last test,” Chief
Winfree said. “We think we’re helping to create a lifestyle
change for people. No one has digressed.”
Master Sgt. Casandra Bushyeager, 50th Force Support
Squadron, for instance dropped 15 pounds, shed three
inches off her waist and cut four minutes off her run time.
And that’s after just six weeks of training. Senior Airman
Jessica Hay improved from a near-failing score of 78 to an
excellent score of 91.7.
“The Chief does quite a bit of yelling,” Airman Hay said.
“He used to be our squadron Chief so maybe it seemed
harsher for me because he knew me by first name, but I
needed the motivation. I’m the type of person that if someone
doesn’t push me, I won’t want to do it. The biggest thing for
me though, was I was surprised at how fast I got into shape.

I thought it would take longer. In five weeks I did 16 more
sit-ups and cut 1 minute, 23 seconds off my run time.”
Staff Sgt. Dave Maloney, 50th MSG, added more than
11 points to his fitness performance, scoring a 93.3 on his
latest test. He entered the program fresh off an illness and
on profile.
“My first day, we ran five miles,” he said. “It was out of
control. This is the hardest physical fitness regimen I have
ever done. Honestly, it feels like your body is about to give
out at any moment, but when you’re finished you feel more
accomplished than ever before.”
After six weeks, Chief Winfree indicated the program is
developing a life of its own.
“It’s more than just people coming out to do PT,” he said.
“Airmen are gelling into a team and competing with each
other and enjoying the training.”
Even though they’ve both passed their fitness assessments
with excellent scores, which means they’ve earned the right
to test just once in the next 12 months, Airman Hay and
Sergeant Maloney still show up for the MSG PT three days
a week on average.
“Col. John Shaw wrote a commentary a couple of weeks
ago where he talked about Airman being professional athletes,” he said. “The way I look at it, you’re either excited
about PT or your hiding from it. I’d rather embrace it and
show what I’ve got.”
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Refugee
From page 3

seven years old but can still remember my dad climbing behind
my three-year old sister making sure she did not fall into the
ocean as the barge swayed with waves.
We were starving and dehydrated. We struggled through
a couple nights without any food and very little water. I
remember people pushing and shoving their ways toward
the Navy ships fighting to get rescued. I also remember
people fell between the sand barge and a Navy ship. They
were never seen again. Smartly my parents kept us away
from the madness until it was safe.
I don’t recall the full details, but my brothers and sisters
still tease me about passing out from dehydration. I told
them I faked the dehydration, took one for the “team” so
the family would be rescued sooner. But I did wake up on
board a Navy ship with an intravenous stuck to my arm...
kind of tough to get around that one. I think it was about
two to three days before we were plucked from the ocean on
our way to Subic Bay, Philippines. A few days later I got my

The Schriever
Straight Talk Line

first ride in a C-130 to Anderson Air Base, Guam. Two more
weeks of paperwork, shots and whatever else and we found
ourselves in a refugee camp at Fort Indian Town Gap, Pa.
We got to Fort Indian Town Gap just before Memorial
Day and spent the next three months adjusting to a new
culture. But trying to start a new life for a family of 11 was
challenging when you hardly speak the language and had no
money. Finding a family willing to sponsor us and give us a
new start was not easy. In the end, it was St. Marks Luther
Church in Storm Lake, Iowa that gave us a new life...our
first home in the United States.
Needless to say the climate didn’t agree with us. It was
the first time we saw snow...all the way up to the windows. I
recall seeing my dad biking to work in the snow. He worked
at a turkey processing plant. It was not for him nor did he
enjoy it but it had to be done. It wasn’t long before my parents uprooted us again for Portland, Ore. We now consider
Portland home.
So to veterans of all wars but especially the veterans of the
Vietnam War, we owe you a debt of gratitude that cannot be
repaid through words. We are forever in your debt. Through
your bravery and sacrifices we are living the American dream...
all the kids are successful, contributing to this great nation and

The Schriever Straight Talk Line, 567-8255, is used to
disseminate information about a disturbance, crisis or incident, exercise or real-world, on or off-base, which might
affect day-to-day activities of base personnel. The line will
provide base personnel with accurate information about the
status of any disturbance or crisis situation and the actions

making a difference everyday. We’re proud to be Americans
and I thank you from the bottom of my heart.
In closing, I encourage everyone to thank a veteran today
and everyday. Because it is the veterans who make it possible
for us to pursue life, liberty and happiness. I’d like to close
with a poem by Father Dennis Edward O’Brien “It is the
Soldier.” Forgive me if you have read it before. But I do believe
it’s worth taking a moment to remember what veterans have
done for this great nation. Enjoy the poem!
It is the Soldier
By Father Dennis Edward O’Brien
It is the Soldier
not the reporter, who has given us freedom of press.
It is the Soldier
not the poet, who has given us freedom of speech.
It is the Soldier
not the campus organizer, who gives us freedom to demonstrate.
It is the Soldier
who salutes the flag,
who serves beneath the flag,
and whose coffin is draped by the flag,
who allows the protester to burn the flag.

taken or being taken.
50th Space Wing Public Affairs will activate and maintain the
Straight Talk Line, updating information as received by the Crisis
Action Team or On-Scene Public Affairs representative.
For more information regarding the Straight Talk Line, please
contact 50th Space Wing Public Affairs at 567-5040.
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AFA recognizes Schriever captain, 14 AF/CC
By Jennifer Thibault
50th Space Wing Public Affairs

By The Tennessee Ernie Ford Chapter of the Air Force
Association recognized one of Schriever’s own during their
annual awards banquet in Santa Clara, Calif., Oct. 29.
Capt. Otto Meyer, 3rd Space Operations Squadron, is
now one of the 11 members inducted into this chapter’s
Space Operations Hall of Fame, according to the chapter’s
website.
Captain Meyer earned the award for his duties as the Defense
Satellite Communications System Engineering chief. In his
role, he leads a seven-person engineering section in charge of
all execution and planning from launch to disposal.
But it was his technical expertise and innovation that led
to the development and successful first-ever test on DSCS
of a design improving spacecraft control that really set him

877
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Surrogate program $23k base + stipends
and expense reimbursements
Egg donor program $5,000-$10,000
If you have been considering donation or surrogacy,
now is the time to discuss the opportunity with
someone who truly knows the answers.
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Howard Short, D.M.D.
Accepting
United Concordia Insurance
for military families!

CALL
FOR APPOINTMENT!

719-574-7631

5739 Constitution Ave.
(SW corner Constitution and
Powers next to Walgreens)

apart for the nomination.
“To tell you the truth, I was really surprised and deeply
humbled. While I love running these innovative tests and
pushing the bounds of conventional operations, I honestly
didn’t expect to win awards for that. It’s just a blast to do it and
that’s award enough,” said Captain Meyer on the honor.
Captain Meyer led a joint military and contracting team to
develop an on-orbit test on DSCS to show that both sun capture
and earth capture can be done using reaction wheels alone. The
test was successful and implementation of this procedure on all
vehicles will potentially save fuel and extend the operational
mission of the entire constellation for eight years.
“Capt Meyer’s innovative and carefully considered plans
for our DSCS satellites contribute to the strategic viability
of the constellation. It’s this aspect of his work at 3 SOPS
that is so noteworthy for the 50th Space Wing and the Air

Force,” said Lt. Col. Gregory Karahalis, 3 SOPS operations
officer.
Captain Meyer was in good company among those recognized during the banquet,,as the main theme for the event
was honoring Lt. Gen. Larry D. James, 14th Air Force commander. The chapter used the event to recognize General
James for his outstanding leadership for more than 32 years,
according to their website.
“I’ve never really been to a full-up awards ceremony, so it
was pretty cool to see the pomp and circumstance about it.
Lt. Gen. James is also a great speaker and an inspiring leader,
so getting a chance to hear him talk was a real privilege,”
said Captain Meyer.
Other awards were presented to personnel of Onizuka
Air Force Station, Defense Logistics Agency and NASA as
well as other agencies.
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Inaugural housing Halloween festivities a huge success
By 1st Lt. John Galer
50th Space Wing

It’s been a little more than a year since the first family
moved into base housing. Since that day, 238 houses have
been rapidly filled by Schriever Airmen and their families,
and more than 50 members are on the waiting list. The
Halloween festivities here Oct. 30-31 leave few questions
as to why Schriever’s growing housing community is in
high demand.
The festivities kicked off Saturday evening when Tierra
Vista Communities hosted ‘Trunk-or-Treat’. Schriever families brought their vehicles to the community center parking
lot where they decorated their trunks in Halloween themes.
The children were able to trick-or-treat at the vehicles, enjoying fun and candy along the way.
“Those families that came out really had a good time,” said
Devon Forhan, Community Manager for Tierra Vista. “(This
event) gives us something to build on for next year.”
The weekend concluded Sunday evening with the 50th
Force Support Squadron’s inaugural trick-or-treating from
6:30-8:30 pm. Despite a sharp drop in temperature, hundreds
of base residents trekked through the housing community
dressed up in their favorite costumes. Around every corner
were ghouls, goblins, and of course, lots of candy.
With that many people roaming the streets, safety was
of the utmost importance. According Lt. Col. Michael
Wulfestieg, 50th SW chief of safety, data shows that children
are four times more likely to get hit by cars on Halloween
than any other day of the year.
The 50th Security Forces Squadron’s Pumpkin Patrol was
there to keep the residents safe. The patrol was made up of
30 off-duty SF members who volunteered their time Sunday
evening. Their primary intent was to watch over the safety
of all the trick-or-treaters, but they were also on the lookout
for vandalism or other disorderly conduct.
This year’s Pumpkin Patrol was led by Staff Sgt. Casey
Sabin, who was very aware of the patrol’s importance to
the community.
“We have the opportunity to let the folks in housing know
that we’re here for them,” Sergeant Sabin said. “We’ve got
accountability for these folks. We are here to make sure their
kids are having fun, but still staying safe.”
The Pumpkin Patrol worked in two shifts, divided into

U.S. Air Force photo/1st. Lt. John Galer

Members of the 50th Security Forces Squadron pose with Schriever Air Force Base children who were trick-or-treating throughout base housing.
During the trick-or-treating hours on base, the 50 SFS Pumpkin Patrol walked throughout housing the entire night ensuring the safety of the trickor-treaters.
small teams. Each team roamed predetermined areas in housing with reflective vests and radios. On-duty security forces
members were also available for emergency response.
Sergeant Sabin was pleased with the Pumpkin Patrol’s performance and hopes to build on it in the years to come.
“We can always keep learning,” he said. “Since this is our
first time, we’re trying to minimize any confusion. But we’ll
take the lessons learned here and improve on it next year
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and in the future.”
Col. Wayne Monteith, 50th Space Wing commander, was
impressed by the all of work that went into the holiday’s events
and what those events meant to Schriever residents.
“Regardless of whether you believe in celebrating
Halloween, it is difficult not to see the goodness of community
building on the faces of the children in our neighborhood,”
Colonel Monteith said.
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(precurser notice to adoption)

Notices to creditors
NaMe chaNGes
For more info call 634-1048

Little People, Big Smiles
Technology
Technologywith
withaaCaring
CaringTouch
Touch
Specialized
treatment
planning
Specialized treatment planningfor
forall
allages
ages
Treatment
Treatmentunder
underconscious
conscioussedation
sedationand
andgeneral-anesthesia
general-anesthesia
Digital
Digitalradiography
radiographyfor
forpinpoint
pinpointtreatment
treatmentplans
plansand
and
reduced
reducedradiation
radiationexposure
exposure
Parents
Parentscan
canstay
staywith
withchildren
childrenduring
duringtreatment
treatment
Aetna,Dental,
MetLife,
CareConcordia
Dental,
Delta
Tri Delta
Care Dental, Tri
United
United Concordia,
Cigna
and Care
plans accepted
and Care
Credit
plansCredit
accepted

Healthy Smiles are
Beary Special

Jeff Kahl, DDS
Derek Kirkham, DDS
Committed to
your children’s
oral health!

Welcoming New Patients

9480 Briar Village Point, Suite 301 • (719) 522-0123
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Energy conscious commuters share a ride to Schriever
By Scott Prater
Schriever Sentinel

Energy conservationists here had a good thing going
when the city of Colorado Springs offered bus service
to Schriever. Fuel, wear and tear on personal vehicles
and the long drive out from distant parts of the city
made riding the bus a smart move.
But when budget cuts forced the city to end bus
service to Schriever this past January, some 250 commuters had no choice but to revert back to driving
their own cars.
As administrators of the Department of
Transportation’s Mass Transportation Benefit Program
here, members of the 50th Logistics Readiness Flight
could have simply thrown up their hands and said,
“Well, we had a good run.” Instead, they began searching for a new program to fill the void.
“We looked at the commuter-van-pool idea,” said
Tech. Sgt. Richard Cardiel, 50 LRF noncommissioned
officer in charge. “We inquired with several van-pool
operations in the area and learned about their programs. Ultimately, we decided on one local company
and invited their representatives to deliver a briefing
to interested people here.”
Schriever’s commuter-van-pool program started
off slow, but as word spread, more commuters began
participating.
“Right now, we have roughly 100 people who use this
program to ride to and from work,” Sergeant Cardiel
said. “We have six vans that run in neighborhoods
such as Falcon, Briargate, Fountain, Stetson Hills,
and we have room to grow.”
Under guidance from former President Bill Clinton,
the DOT adopted the Mass Transit Benefit Program for
use by active duty military, reserve and Department
of Defense civilians early in 2001.
Under the MTBP, participating employees who use
public transportation to commute can receive “transit
passes” in amounts equal to their personal commuting
costs up to a pre-determined limit. It is designed to
reduce pollution and traffic congestion, preserve the
environment and expand transportation alternatives.
Public transportation includes commuter buses, com-

muter trains and subways or light rail.
Here at Schriever, Sergeant Cardiel said program
funds were used to buy bus passes when the city offered the service here. Now, program funds are used
to pay van, fuel and maintenance costs for the commuter vans. Anyone who wishes to take advantage of
the program needs to apply through the LRF office.
Funds for each individual are paid directly to the
LRF, which issues vouchers to the van drivers to pay
for fuel and maintenance.
All vans currently in use by the program are full,
but if more riders want to join a pool in a specific
neighborhood the group can apply for a larger van, and
if a neighborhood pool gains enough new riders, the
neighborhood will qualify for an additional van.
Deborah Freeman lives in Briargate and rode the
city bus for eight years before the city cut the route
to Schriever. Now, she shares a ride with some of her
Briargate neighbors in one of the commuter vans.
“I like saving and doing my part to conserve energy,”
Ms. Freeman said. “I’m not using gasoline and putting
wear and tear on my car and it’s kind of fun to ride in
a big group. You can sleep or chat, or get work done
during the trip.”
Ms. Freeman likes the increased flexibility the commuter vans provide and the idea of sharing driving
duties.
“Last week I had a cold, so I drove myself,” she said.
“That way I could leave earlier if I needed to. If you’re
not riding the van on a particular day it’s easy to call
your fellow riders and tell them you’re not going to
be at the pick-up point. Normally the van leaves our
meet-up spot at 6:15. If you’re not there and haven’t
let anybody know, then the van leaves.”
Particulars of schedule and meet-up points are decided by each group. Unlike most car pools, the van
commuters pick a meet-up spot in the neighborhood
and the riders all drive or walk the short distance
there. So there’s no driving around to rider’s houses
or waiting as folks clamber out their doors.
Each van has a primary driver and an alternate.
See Ride page 14

U.S. Air Force photo/Scott Prater

Paul Pabich, primary driver for Schriever’s Briargate neighborhood commuter van pool,
maneuvers through an on-base parking lot this week. Mr. Pabich shares the van pool
with five of his Briargate neighbors, who also work on base.

University of Opportunity
Since 1965, CTU has been the university
of choice for career-motivated students.
Today, we have over 32,000 students
in a wide range of Undergraduate and
Graduate programs.
• Regionally accredited institution
of higher learning
• Military Support Team–Trained
to assist with Education Benefits,
Prior Learning Assessment,
Military Enrollment and more

Admissions Advisor
at the Peterson AFB
every Tuesday 1pm-4pm

Classes start soon!

888.266.1555

coloradotech.edu/military

On Campus. Online. Anywhere. Anytime.
Colorado Springs Campus | 4435 N. Chestnut St. | Colorado Springs, CO 80907
Colorado Technical University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission and a member
of the North Central Association (30 North LaSalle Street, Suite 2400, Chicago, Illinois 60602- 2504)
www.ncahigherlearningcommission.org. Programs vary by campus and degree level. CTU does not
guarantee employment or salary. CEC2364920 131-24857 08/10

See us on the web at www.csmng.com
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Sun never sets on 50th Space Wing
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50th Network Operations Group/50th Operations Group Detachments and Geographically-Separated Units Operate 24/7 Worldwide

LION
OL-AE Oakhanger, UK
POGO
Thule AFB, Greenland

Maj. Alexander J. Chumpitaz
OL-A, 23rd SOPS/DO
(formerly known as
OL-AE, 22nd SOPS)

Maj. Thomas A. Stratton
Det 1, 23 SOPS/CC
(formerly known as
Det 3, 22 SOPS)

Lt. Col. Eric S. Dorminey
22nd SOPS/CC
PIKE
Schriever AFB, Colo.

Maj. Leland J. Taylor
Det 2, 21st SOPS
(formerly known as
Det 5, 22nd SOPS)

Kwajalein Island

CCAFS
CAPE
2nd SOPS OL-CC
Cape Canaveral AFS, Fla.
COOK
Vandenberg AFB, Calif.

HULA
Waianae, Hawaii

Lt. Col. Robert Pavelko
21st SOPS/CC

Maj. Marty W. Easter
Det 3, 21st SOPS/CC
(formerly known as
Det 4, 22nd SOPS)

COOK

21st Space Operations Squadron/
DOO formerly known as Det. 1, 22nd
Space Operations Squadron is located at
Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif., 180
miles north of Los Angeles and 10 miles
south of Santa Maria. Known as “The
Big Sky Ranch,” the facility is located
950 feet above sea level, overlooking the
expansive range of launch complexes on
Vandenberg AFB, Calif.

REEF

Ascension Island

23rd SOPS

21st SOPS

The 23rd Space Operations
Squadron is located at New
Boston Air Force Station,
NH. The squadron is one
of eight AFSCN Remote
Tracking Stations providing
USSTRATCOM with critical
satellite command and control capability to more than
140 Department of Defense,
national and civilian satellites performing intelligence,
weather, navigation, early
warning and communications operations. Effective
Oct. 1, the squadron assumed
command of the Thule and
Oakhanger tracking stations
as well as the Eastern Vehicle
Checkout Facility.

The 21st Space Operations
Squadron is located at Vandenberg
Air Force Base, Calif. It was
relocated from Onizuka Air
Force Station, Sunnyvale, Calif,
in accordance with 2005 Base
Realignment and Closure law.
Effective Oct. 1, the squadron
took command of Vandenberg,
Hawaii, Guam, and Diego Garcia
tracking stations under a 50th
Network Operations Group
re-organization. The squadron
operates one of two nodes in
the AFSCN, plans and conducts
specialized communications for
a wide spectrum of Department
of Defense intelligence, allied and
civil space systems. Additionally, 21
SOPS maintains a backup AFSCN
Scheduling Network Operations
Center which is used by 22 SOPS
in the event the system at Schriever
AFB, Colo., is unavailable.

Det. 1, 21 SOPS formerly known as
Det. 2, 22 SOPS is the Diego Garcia
Tracking Station, located on the island
of Diego Garcia in the British Indian
Ocean Territory. The station is one of
the most used, based upon number of
daily supports, in the AFSCN. The detachment resides in a 57,000-square-foot
compound surrounded by heavy island
vegetation.

GUAM

Det. 2, 21 SOPS formerly known as
Det. 5, 22 SOPS is located approximately
seven miles from Andersen Air Force
Base, Guam. The island is approximately
30 miles long and from four to 12 miles
wide. Guam Tracking Station has two
antennas providing telemetry, tracking
and commanding for on-orbit support
to low-earth-orbiting and geosynchronous satellites over the western Pacific
Ocean.

GUAM
Andersen AFB, Guam

Maj. Dennis J. Clark
Det 1, 21st SOPS/CC
(formerly known as
Det 2, 22nd SOPS)
REEF
British Indian Ocean Territory

Lt. Col. Clark Risner
23rd SOPS/CC

HULA

Det. 3, 21 SOPS formerly known as
Det. 4, 22 SOPS is located at Kaena Point,
Waianae, Hawaii. The tracking station
was constructed in 1959 on the western
tip of Oahu to support the nation’s first
reconnaissance satellites, the Corona
program.

22nd SOPS

Located at Schriever Air Force Base,
Colo., 22nd Space Operations Squadron
is responsible for network-wide operations and planning of the AFSCN to
include development, publication and
execution of the Network Tasking Order.
The squadron serves as the single point
of contact for users requiring AFSCN
support.

PIKE

Colorado Tracking Station, 22 SOPS,
is located at Schriever. PIKE operates
and maintains the Automated Remote
Tracking Station and associated antenna
suite of equipment. PIKE was the second
AFSCN tracking station to receive ARTS
core equipment. It is also used as a test
bed for new systems/upgrades migrating
to the AFSCN.

POGO

Det. 1, 23rd Spaces Operations Squadron
formerly known as Det 3, 22 SOPS is located at Thule Air Base, Greenland. POGO
has the most antennae of any tracking station in the AFSCN and is also at the highest latitude — 695 miles above the Arctic
Circle and 947 miles south of the North
Pole. Because of its location, Thule AB
is in constant darkness from November
until February and in constant daylight
from May to August. High temperatures
average 20 to 40 below zero in winter and
30 to 45degrees in summer.

LION

Operating Location A, 23 SOPS formerly known as Operating Location AE,
22 SOPS is located at Royal Air Force
Oakhanger, United Kingdom. LION has
been jointly operated and maintained
by the United States and the United
Kingdom via an international agreement since 1978.

Eastern Vehicle Checkout
Facility

EVCF is located at Cape Canaveral Air
Force Station, Fla. The facility conducts
pre-launch AFSCN compatibility testing
of satellites and boosters.
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Putting together a winter safety kit for your car is essential to have in case of an emergency. Some of the items
in the kit should be a cell phone with a charger, blankets and warm clothes, flashlight with extra batteries, first
aid kit and a sack of sand or cat litter.

Are you ready for winter?
By HQ AFSPC Safety Directorate
Some areas of the country experience
mild winter temperatures (like southern
California and Florida), while others such
as Colorado and the northern states experience snow and freezing temperatures. If
you are in a northern state, or traveling to
a northern state, now is the time to make
your winter preparations. Please review the
following preparation tips:
Prepare a winter storm plan. Keep the following supplies on hand: Lantern/flashlight,
batteries, non-perishable food, potable water,
a heat source, and a cell phone. Have extra blankets on hand, and ensure that each
member of your household has a warm coat,
gloves or mittens, a hat, and water-resistant
boots. When a storm is predicted, remember
to stay tuned for storm warnings by listening to NOAA Weather Radio and your local
radio and television stations.
Inspect fireplaces. Have your chimney
inspected by a professional prior to the
start of every heating season. Creosote, a
chemical substance that forms when wood
burns, builds up in chimneys and can cause
a chimney fire.
Watch your wood stoves. Follow manufacturers’ recommendations for proper use
and maintenance. Burn only wood, and be
sure the wood stove is placed on an approved
stove board to protect the floor from heat
and hot coals.
Be cautious with space heaters. Place space
heaters at least three feet away from anything
combustible, including wallpaper, bedding,
clothing, pets, and people. Never leave space
heaters operating when you are not in the
room or when you go to bed. Don’t leave children or pets unattended with space heaters,
and be sure everyone knows that drying wet
mittens or other clothing over or on space
heaters is a fire hazard.
Vehicle safety kits. Vehicle safety kits don’t
have to be large and bulky. Depending on

the area where you live, you can add or omit
equipment as needed. Here are some suggested items: Flash light and extra batteries, jumper cables, tire chains, road flares,
a can of fix-a-flat, ice scraper, some basic
hand tools, spare fuses, a clean towel or rag,
a wool blanket (even if it becomes wet, it still
keeps you warm), spare gloves or mittens, a
can of Sterno, matches, candles, empty soup
can, (you can melt snow for water), trail mix,
and a first aid kit. Extras include a foldable
shovel, compass, signal whistle, Meals Ready
to Eat (MREs), a tow rope, an extra jacket,
a wool cap, wool socks and chemical hand
warmers.
Winter driving. Inspect your vehicle now
to identify any potential problems. Check
your tires’ tread depth (about 4/32 to 6/32nd
of an inch minimum for driving on snow),
test your vehicles’ coolant for correct mixture for the temperatures you can expect
in your region. Fill your windshield wiper
reservoir with a winter-rated fluid and
inspect or replace your windshield wiper
blades. Check your heater and windshield
defroster, and be sure to always clear all your
windows of snow and ice before driving.
Give yourself extra time when roads are
icy or snow covered, and travel at a reduced
speed. Expect drivers around you to make
mistakes and give them additional room.
Remember, your stopping distance on ice
increases from 3 to 11 times as compared
to dry pavement.
Stranded? Stay with your vehicle! If you’re
stuck in snow, dig out behind and underneath
your vehicle to allow the car exhaust to dissipate. Keep your windows and lights clear.
Start your engine intermittently to keep you
warm and prevent the engine from freezing
up. Remember you have lights and a horn so
save your energy and body heat to signal for
help. Don’t leave your vehicle unless you are
absolutely certain of where help is and that
you can make it there.
Take your time, be safe and plan ahead!

Submitted by William Pope from Westover Air Reserve Base, Mass

Safety Cartoon, for safety sake scrap and clean all of your vehicles windows for 100% visiability.
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DOWNTOWN DINING
The Warehouse Restaurant
and Gallery
25 W. Cimarron St.
(2 Blocks East of I-25 on Exit 141)
719.475.8880
www.thewarehouserestaurant.com

Contemporary, delectable cuisine. The upscale yet casual turn-ofthe-century Warehouse Restaurant and Gallery creates the perfect
setting for business lunches, intimate dinners, dinner parties,
receptions, rehearsal dinners, reunions, events. Call us at 475-8880
for information. Military Discount - 10% off all regular-priced bar and
menu items in restaurant only. Happy Hour Mon.-Fri. 3:00 to 6:00.

BANQUETS, EVENTS AND WEDDINGS
The Cliff House at Pikes Peak
306 Canon Avenue
Manitou Springs
(10 minutes west of downtown
Colorado Springs)
719-685-3000
www.thecliffhouse.com

Red Ribbon Week

Make your event memorable at The Cliff House at Pikes Peak.
We have reduced pricing by 30% across the board. Shop and
compare! New facilities including Cathedral Spires Pavilion with its
amazing retractable window-wall. You MUST see it before booking
any where else!!!

BILLIARDS

Air Force Photo/Dave Ahlschwede

Antique Billiard Museum
3628 Citadel Dr N Colorado Springs,
CO 80909 / 719-597-9809 or
Diamond Billiards
3780 E Boulder St Colorado
Springs CO 80909 / 719-596-9516

Eddie Roski, Drug Demand Reduction Program manager speaks to Ellicott High School students as part
of Red Ribbon Week. Red Ribbon Week is a nationally recognized campaign to preserve the memory of
Special Agent Enrique Camarena and promote drug prevention and education.

Two great Billiard Rooms. Best equipment, pricing and pro shop.
Over 68 playing pool tables including regulation, snooker billiards
and diamond bar tables, 50 cents.

BBQ CAJUN

Base Briefs
Schriever wants to give parents
a break

Give Parents a Break is Nov. 13 from 1 to 5
p.m. The program is funded by the Air Force
Aid Society and is designed to provide relief
for active duty Air Force parents who are
experiencing stress in their lives. This can be
from deployment/TDY, emergency situations,
other unique circumstances/hardships, or for
those who just need a break. Reservations are
made on a first come, first served basis at the
Child Development Center and must be made
by Monday. The first step is to get a referral certificate from the Airman and Family
Readiness Center, Squadron Commander/
First Sgt, Family Advocacy, or the chaplain.
Next, go to the CDC for paperwork and to
make the reservation. There has to be more
than eight children signed up; if not, the session gets cancelled. For more information,
contact Heidi Tintle at 567-3920.

Resume writing class available

This class is for all who either have never
completed a resume are seeking confirmation that what they have is on the right track.
Held every other month, the new format for
Resume Basics includes not only information
on the format, appropriate content, and how
to use the resume, but actual input from a
local employer who reads resumes on a daily
basis. The class is Wednesday, at 9 a.m. at
the Airman and Family Readiness Center,
Bldg. T-65. Call the A and FRC at 567-3920
to sign up.

BSC training and commission
programs accepting applications

The Biomedical Sciences Corps Training
and Commissioning Programs is now accepting applications in the following areas:
The U.S. Army-Baylor University Doctoral
Program in physical therapy; PhD, Clinical
Psychology training program at the
Uniformed Services University of the Health
Sciences; The Interservice Physician Assistant
Training Program; and direct accession opportunities. For more information, contact
Staff Sgt. Dolly Frazier at 567-5900.

Air Force Aid Society offers
scholarships

Concerned about the soaring cost of higher education for your children? Maybe the
Air Force Aid Society can help. Under its
General Henry H. Arnold Education Grant
Program, the Society awards $2,000 each
to selected applicants. The program continues to be offered to dependent children
of active duty, Title 10 AGR/Reservists on
extended active duty, Title 32 AGR performing full-time active duty, retired, retired
Reservists with more than 20 qualifying

Military discounts daily, Military Mondays 15% off. Authentic
Louisiana Cuisine. Seafood, BBQ, Cajun, grilled ﬁsh, smoked ribs,
Po-boys, real Muffulettas, Creole Jambalaya, catering. Full bar over
65 different wines & beer. Cognacs, cigars, martinis, live music,
Happy Hour Sun-Thur 2-6pm. $2 drink specials.

Nawlins
3317 Cinema Point
(at the IMAX on Powers
and N Carefree)
571-9777

years of service, and deceased Air Force
members. Spouses (residing stateside) of
active duty and Title 10 AGR/Reservists on
extended active duty and surviving spouses
of deceased members are also eligible candidates. Don’t think you won’t qualify. Last
year 85 percent of Schriever families who
applied received the grant. For more information and application, visit the Air Force
Aid Society’s web site at www.afas.org or
contact Heidi Tintle at 567-3920.

GERMAN
Schnitzel Fritz
4037 Tutt Blvd., Colorado Springs
TEL. 719-573-2000
Mon-Sat 10am-7pm
www.schnitzelfritz.com
(1 block South of Sky Sox Stadium)

*Bringing the BEST of Germany to COLORADO* Authentic
German Food. All NATURAL & FRESH Wiener-, Jaeger-, Rahm-,
Zugeuner-, Holsteiner-, or Zwiebelschnitzel. Bratwurst, Knackwurst,
Weisswurst, Sauerkraut, Red Cabbage, Spaetzle, Fried Potatoes.
Potato-, Cucumber-, Tomato- or Bean Salads. Enjoy our Daily
“Stammessem” (Specials) Sauerbraten, Gulasch, and more...

To advertise in Cork ‘n Fork
please call 719-329-5236
Rates are $35 per week with a
13 time commitment.

Disney Armed Forces Salute
2010-11 has been announced

Now available to order through ODR/ITT
4-Day Park Hopper for Walt Disney World
Florida for $138.00, 4-Day Base with water
park option $138.00, and 4-Day Hopper with
water park for $165.00- a maximum of six
tickets can be purchased. This promotion
will run through Sept. 28, 2011. Eligible service members for this are active or retired
military, including activated members of the
National Guard, as well as, active and retired
members of the Coast Guard. Walt Disney
World tickets have to be redeemed at the
main entrance to the park no later than Sept.
24, 2011. Blackout dates are: Dec. 27-31 and
April 17-23 2011 at all Disney World theme
parks and July 4, 2011 at Magic Kingdom
Park only. For more information, contact
Brian Mitchell at 567-6050.

Acting Locally • Delivering Globally

AF Chess Tourney at USAFA

Community Activities is hosting a USAFA
chess tournament Nov 14. at the Milazzo
Center, U. S. Air Force Academy. Sign-ups
start at 8:30 a.m. The tournament will run
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. with an hour for lunch
after the second round. This is a rated U.S.
Chess Federation tournament that will be
officiated by Dean Brown. There is no entry
fee; however, everyone must be a member
of the US Chess Federation. Trophies will
be awarded for section winners. For more
information, please contact Charlotte Morris
of 10 at 333-2928.

USfalcon delivers innovative, responsive,
and customized solutions
for the Department of Defense and
other federal agencies worldwide.

Seeking your Input for
recreational/instructional
classes

The 50th Force Support Squadron is
working hard to improve the quality of life
for the Schriever community. You are invited to provide input about what kind of
recreational and instructional classes you
would most like to see conducted on base
by completing the very short survey at the
following link: http://www.usafservue.com/
se.ashx?s=3D6717A35BFA299F. Your opinion matters! For more information, please
contact Lynn Sleeth at 567-3588.

Visit our website to view
current job opportunities
www.usfalcon.com
1125 Kelly Johnson Blvd., Suite 251
Colorado Springs CO 80920
Contact Dale Smith
ph 719.596.9306 | fx 719.597.2844

More Briefs page 15
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SPLENDID TREASURES
Antiques & Used
Furniture
Collectables &
Treasures
With our gratitude,
we offer active
military

10% off
entire purchase.*

3112 E. Platte Avenue
(just West of the Citadel Mall)
719.574.4387

Ride
From page 9

If riders want to drive, they
just need to apply through
the van pool company.
Sergeant Cardiel said that’s
actually one minor drawback
that may keep people from
participating.
“The driver has to make
a commitment to keep the

van at his or her
residence, gas it, and
handle the vouchers,”
he said. “Some people just
don’t want to take that on.”
But Ms. Freeman likes the
van pool much better than
the city bus.
“The busses they provided
for the Schriever route seemed
to be the oldest ones,” she said.
“Sometimes they’d overheat
in the summer and were slow
to warm up during the win-

ter. Also, I like riding with
the folks in our group, like
Sheila Thomas in the 50th
Network Operations Group
and Paul Pabich in 3rd Space
Experimentation Squadron.”
Paul Pabich, the primary
driver in the Briargate van
pool admits there are a few
minute drawbacks, but the
benefits far outweigh them.
“If you have to stay late for
work or arrive early, you have
to make arrangements with

your fellow riders, and you
have to find a ride home,” he
said. “But just think about the
amount of energy we’re saving. I mean, there are six of
us in our pool and we’re saving fuel and expenses for six
families and six vehicles.”
For more information
about the commuter van
pool program here, contact
Sergeant Richard Cardiel at
567-6632 or Staff Sgt. Jesse
Roberge at 567-3365.

Monday – Saturday 10:00 – 5:30
Sunday 12:00 – 5:00
*Offer good only with proper military I.D.

Fire

From page 1

“A World of Possibilities in Home Comfort Systems”

Call today for

$89 pre-season
furnace tune-up

719-574-0123
www.imsheatingandair.com

Your Factory Authorized
Carrier Dealer

That’s when the fire department
got a call from the Stratmoor dispatch center that their assistance was
needed off base.
“We got the call requesting for
mutual aid assistance. There is no
delay in response, whether on or off
base. As long as we have the personnel and equipment, we respond,”
said Schriever Fire Chief Dwayne
Painter.
The Schriever Fire Department
has a mutual aid agreement with the
Colorado Springs fire department,
Falcon fire department, Ellicott fire
department, and the El Paso County
Sheriff’s department. On average,
the fire department fulfills a mutual
aid assistance request some 20 times
each year.
Schriever’s Fire Department responded to the scene with a crew
and two wild land brush trucks. Fire

Chief Painter said that the Ellicott
Fire Department was already on
scene and several spectators had
gathered to witness the scene as
well.
“They (spectators) didn’t interfere
with our work but the Sheriff had to
shut down the highway,” he said.
One of these spectators was
Vanessa Dahn, resident of Ellicott
for 17 years, who lives a mile away
from where the fire broke out.
“Flames were shooting about 50
feet into the air and had spread
quickly. It was very serious and pretty
frightening. I’ve never seen anything
like it in Ellicott,” she said.
According to Ms. Dahn, several
homes are nearby, including just
across the road, where at one point
the fire jumped and began burning
toward some houses.
The Schriever Fire Department
was specifically tasked to this fire
and was able to put out the grassfire
before it bellowed out of control and
reached families and their homes.
“I was amazed at the response from

the local fire departments. This was
an immediate ‘Get it under control’
scenario. Everyone came together
from all those departments and it
was incredible. This just goes to show
that communities can come together
and take care of these kinds of incidents with their combined efforts,”
Ms. Dahn said.
Fire crews from more than 10 different communities responded to the
scene and had the fire under control
within a few hours but the fire was
still smoldering throughout the night
and into the next day. Crews were on
scene for 24 hours in order to make
sure the fire didn’t spark again.
Ellicott residents like Ms. Dahn
were very thankful for the response
from the local fire departments.
“The presence of Schriever is a
very positive thing for the Ellicott
community. Our communities are
very close and it’s great having a blossoming area just up the road where
two communities can collaborate
and share resources in events like
this,” she said.

Focused on Excellence
THE ROYAL GORGE ROUTE RAILROAD presents:

Located in downtown Colorado Springs, University
of the Rockies is a leader in graduate psychology education
offering graduate certificates, Master’s, and doctoral degrees.
The quality of our faculty is unmatched in the Colorado Springs
area – 100% of our faculty members have doctoral degrees and
are practicing in their field of study. Combine the professional
expertise of our faculty with your military background at
University of the Rockies.
Classes are conveniently offered during evenings and
weekends, and financial aid and military benefits are available
to those who qualify.

Next term starts January 3.
rockies.edu
866.442.0808
555 East Pikes Peak Avenue, Colorado Springs, CO 80903

Santa Express Train
Make holiday memories on a magical journey
to the North Pole where Santa awaits.
Enjoy hot chocolate and cookies, and sing holiday carols
while Santa gifts each child with a special bell
aboard the magical Santa Express Train.
This year ride the Santa Express in Vista Dome where you can order dinner.

NOVEMBER - DECEMBER
at 6:00PM
Make your reservation today!

10URAC1003

888.724.5748 SantaExpressTrain.com
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Base Briefs
Avalanche Tickets Available at
ODR/ITT

ITT now has Colorado Avalanche tickets
on sale and we print the ticket off right when
you purchase. Tickets prices range from $22
to $218. All tickets are priced according to
which game and section you choose. Please
stop by Building 300 Room 133 for more
info or call Brian Mitchell 567-6050. Denver
Nuggets tickets are coming soon. For more
information, please contact Brian Mitchell
at 567-6050.

Medical Records will be reviewed
for VA Disability claim Friday

If you are 180 days from separation or retirement, now is the time to start your disability claim with the Department of Veterans
Affairs. The initial medical records review
will be provided by the Disabled American
Veterans. If you are leaving the military and
have service-related medical issues, it would
be in your best interest to start the process for
a disability claim. Depending on the extent
of your disability, you may be eligible for
monthly monetary compensation, veteran’s
preference into federal service, and many
other benefits depending on the state you
decide to settle in. The records reviews are
by appointment only, so call early. You must
have a copy of your medical records for this
appointment. The one-hour briefing begins at
8 a.m. at the Airman and Family Readiness
Center, Bldg. T-65. For more information,
please contact Heidi Tintle at 567-3920.

Van Pool opportunities are
available

If you’re spending a small fortune on gas
every week, how does a free ride sound? The
government sponsors “van pool” programs
for government employees, and provides
the vehicle and the gas for six individuals
per van. If you are looking at joining a van
pool from southeast Aurora/Parker or from
Pueblo/Pueblo West call 567-3920. For more
information, please contact Heidi Tintle at
567-3920.

Loan Closet Available to
Schriever Community

Did you know the Schriever Airman and
Family Readiness Center Loan Closet is
available to anyone working on Schriever?
The loan closet is a free service providing
common household items for use during
PCS moves to or from Schriever AFB. Now
there is no need to go without before your
household goods arrive, or when your household items are packed and shipped. For more
information, please contact Heidi Tintle at
567-3920.

New Fitness Classes offered at
the Gym

The Fitness Center is offering a revised
schedule of free fitness classes. New classes
include Triple Threat Aerobics: Dynamic
blend of step aerobics, cardio-kickboxing
and strength training; Body Blitz Aerobics,
an interval-style workout including basic
aerobic movements, calisthenics, plyometrics and strength training. This class
may incorporate the use of steps, BOSUs,
balls, resistance bands, hand weights and/or
body bars; and Zumba, a high energy cardio dance class that uses a combination of
rhythms (Latin, international and contemporary) to provide a fun, calorie-burning
workout. The weekly schedule of classes is
as follows: Mondays: 11 a.m. Spinning, 3
p.m. Triple Threat Aerobics; Tuesdays: 6
a.m. Spinning, 1:30 p.m. FIP, 4 p.m. Yoga;
Wednesdays: 3 p.m. Body Blitz Aerobics;
Thursdays: 6 a.m. Spinning, 1:30 p.m. FIP,
4 p.m. Yoga; Fridays: 11 a.m. Spinning, 3
p.m. Zumba. For more information, please

contact Seth Cannello at 567-6628

Retirement webinar available

This webinar is designed to cover things
to consider when contemplating retirement,
the application process, and pertinent data
on benefits and entitlements, retired pay,
and so forth. For more information, please
contact Senior Airman Bretta Marshall at
567-5343.

NSPS to GS Conversion
classifications can be reviewed

As a result of the recent transition of NSPS
employees to the GS system, some supervisors may elect to submit for a Classification
appeal or Classification review. A document package will be required for each action. Each package will be provided to the
Civilian Personnel Section for review and
submission. For more information, contact
Christopher Paino at 567-3734.

Running Path Lights can be
turned on

The running path behind the main fitness center has two loops. The outer loop
is 1.5 miles and the inner loop is one mile.
The one-mile lighted loop is on a timing
system to conserve energy; however, if you
ever find yourself wanting to run when the
lights aren’t on, we have a solution. There’s
a light switch that will activate the lights
during off times. The switch is at the base of
a light pole just north of the first shade station. Turn the switch on and run, but please
make sure to turn it off when you are done.
For more information, please contact Seth
Cannello at 567-6628.

SNOfest tickets coming soon

SNOfest is Jan. 28-30 at Keystone Resort.
ITT will have SNOfest lift tickets and party
tickets on sale beginning Nov. 1. Lodging
went on sale Oct. 1. Friday party tickets
will be $17 for adults (13 years and older),
and $10 for children (5-12). Children ages
4-and-under are free if not occupying a chair.
Saturday party tickets will be $19 for adults
and $12 for children. Lift ticket prices are still
TBD. SNOfest tickets are available to all ID
card holders, contractors and their guests.
For more information, please contact Brian
Mitchell at 567-6050.

Lawyers are available

Free Assistance Monday/Thursday from 3
to 4 p.m., Tuesday/Friday from 7:30 to 8:30
a.m. Walk-in service, no appointments required. Lawyers are not allowed to give advice via phone. You must speak to them in
person. In the base legal office, Bldg. 210,
Room 116. For more information, please
contact Betty Sansone at 567-5050.

Come out for interval training

Any Airmen or civilian striving to improve
their running performance should come out
to the 50th Operations Group commander’s
Interval Training Program Fridays from
11:30 a.m. to 12:20 p.m. at the base track.
Participants must be prepared to challenge
themselves physically and mentally. The uniform is official Air Force PT gear. For more
information contact Capt. Stephen Toth at
567-3000.

Join the A&FRC for free popcorn
Fridays

Have you ever wondered who works in Bldg.
T-65? We’re your Airman and Family Readiness
Center. Do you even know where that building
is located? We’re north of the shoppette and
east of the child development center. Join us
for free popcorn and time to browse through
the discovery center and other parts of our
facility Friday. For more information, please
contact Heidi Tintle at 567-3920.

PME testing has resumed

Professional military education testing has
resumed. Please contact Victoria Brautigam
at 567-5903 to schedule testing.

Site lists NAF jobs

Visit the non-appropriated funds jobs website at http://www.nafjobs.org. Whether you
are looking for a NAF position at Schriever,
Peterson, Randolph or a new PCS destination,
this website has all the NAF jobs available
at each base. For more information, please
contact Vicky Schumacher at 567-4737.

Support Textbooks 4 Troops
program

Are you interested in helping fellow
Airmen in pursuit of advanced knowledge?
If you have any college textbooks you would
like to donate or you are in need of textbooks
for the coming semester please visit www.
textbooks4troops.org The website provides
a complete listing of currently available and
free textbooks for exchange for local college
courses of all levels. If your book is not listed
please use the contact page to let me know
what you need, so I can add it, and hopefully
match you with someone that has it available for loan. For more information, please
contact Bekah Nugent at 567-5234.

Patriot Season Ski Pass now
available

Patriot Pass and Patriot Pass Plus are now
available for active duty only. Patriot Pass is
a season ski pass to Winter Park and Copper
Mountain. Patriot Pass Plus is a season ski
pass to Winter Park and Copper Mountain
with an additional six days to Steamboat.
Prices are: Patriot Pass adult — $229, Patriot
Pass Plus adult — $239, Patriot Pass child
(ages 6-13) — $114, Patriot Pass Plus child —
$124. For more information, please contact
Brian Mitchell at 567-6050.

Liberty season ski pass available
now

Liberty season ski passes are now available.
Liberty Pass is a season ski pass to Keystone
and A-basin (active duty only). Prices are:
$195 — adult, and $112 — child (ages 5-12).
For more information, please contact Brian
Mitchell at 567-6050

Schriever custom gifts available

Are you looking for the perfect gift to memorialize a special occasion or to send off a
co-worker or friend with fond memories? Try
looking at Schriever Awards, Framing and
Engraving. A wide range of suitable items
such as keepsake boxes, picture frames,
and game sets can be custom engraved for
a beautiful gift. Stop by Bldg. 300, Room 133
to see the selection. For more information,
please contact Wendy DeRosier at 567-4370
or 567-6050.

50 FSS is on Facebook

Search for Schriever AFB Outdoor
Recreation, Schriever Airman and Family
Readiness Center, and Schriever AFB 50th
Force Support Squadron on Facebook to
see all the latest events and news. For more
information, please contact Lynn Sleeth at
567-4740.

MyCAA is re-activated

The military spouse career advancement
account program — MyCAA — has been
revised and is now available to spouses of
service members in the pay grades of E1E5, W1-W2 and O1-O2, beginning Oct. 25.
Eligible spouses will receive a total of $4,000
in DoD-funded financial aid, with an annual
cap of $2,000 per fiscal year. Funding must be
used within a three-year time period from the
start date of the first class; and must be used
to obtain an associates’ degree, licensure, or

certification. A waiver may be granted when
fees for licensure or certification require an
up-front fee greater than $2,000 and up to the
total maximum assistance of $4,000. For more
information, log into MilitaryOneSource
at https://www.militaryonesource.com/
MOS/FindInformation/Category/Military
SpouseCareerAdvancementAccounts.aspx.
For more information, please contact Heidi
Tintle at 567-3920.

Need a listening ear?

The Military and Family Life Consultant
is here to listen and address marriage and
relationship issues, parenting, sibling and
family issues, communication challenges,
stress and anxiety, grief and loss, and other
daily life issues. The MFLC is available every
day, 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., at the Airman and
Family Readiness Center, Bldg. T-65. This
consultant is also available at the chaplain’s
office Monday through Friday, 11:30 a.m. to
1 p.m. At either location, drop-in appointments are available, or you can schedule a
time by calling the MLFC directly at 6513379. For more information, please contact
Heidi Tintle at 567-3920.

Pre-separation Counseling
Briefing available weekly

The Pre-separation Counseling briefing is
the first step to separating or retiring from
the military. This briefing is mandatory and
a prerequisite to all other transition-related
briefings such as TAP. During this one-hour
briefing you will learn about all the benefits
and services available to you when you leave
the military. Documentation of this briefing
is accomplished through the completion of
the DD Form 2648. If you are a year from
separation or two years from retirement,
start the transition process now. The class
is held every Tuesday, 2 p.m. at the Airman
and Family Readiness Center, Bldg. T-65.
For more information, please contact Geydy
Tintle at 567-3920.

Undergraduate flying training
selection board convenes Jan.
11-14

Air Force Personnel Center will convene
the next annual Air Force Undergraduate
Flying Training Selection Board Jan. 11-14, to
fill FY11 training requirements in the following categories: pilot, remotely piloted aircraft
pilot (18X Air Force Specialty Code combat systems officer and air battle manager.
For more information, please contact Capt.
Mauricio Villasuso at 567-3098.

Avoid the off limits wildlife area
here

Burrowing Owls have been observed to be
nesting in old prairie dog dens near the south
side of the Base X facility, and along numerous areas of the Base Perimeter Road. The
owl is protected under the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act and is a Colorado State Threatened
Species. Warning signs have been posted
along and around the nesting sites, which
state “WARNING! Burrowing Owls Nesting
Area, do not enter without permission of 50
CES/CEV (567-3360). Protected as a State
Threatened Species.” Please stay out of the 150foot buffer zone. Any person who disturbs,
harasses, injures, or otherwise harms the burrowing owls during the nesting season may
be subject to prosecution by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and the Colorado Department
of Wildlife. Construction activities or other
ground disturbances within the buffer zone
are to be avoided during the nesting period.
For additional information or questions, please
contact Andy Jensen at 567-3360.
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