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Critical Days of
Summer Message
Commentary by Michael B. Donley
and Gen. Norton A. Schwartz
Secretary of the Air Force and Air Force Chief of Staff

WASHINGTON — All
Airmen — officer, enlisted
and civilian — are our
number one priority. Each of you is
a member of our
Air Force family.
Just like in your
family, throughout the coming
months it will be
important for us
to watch out for each
other as we enjoy summer activities.
To help this effort, on 22
May we begin our annual “Critical Days of
Summer” campaign. This year’s campaign lasts
109 days and ends on 7 September. Reaching our
goal of zero accidents and fatalities requires every Airman to be a wingman, mentor and safety
leader. Whether it is personal leadership in risk
management or calling “knock it off ” as appropriate, you must be proactive in your approach to
saving lives this summer. There are four campaign
focus areas this summer.

Traffic Safety.

Motorcycle and automobile mishaps are the
greatest single killer of our Airmen and as of this
date, we have already lost as many Airmen this
year as we did all of last year. We must reverse this
negative trend immediately. Airmen everywhere
must carefully manage trip risks and reduce their
speed. We also have an unusually high number of
passengers killed in automobile collisions. This
alarming trend is reversible if all Airmen wear
their seatbelts regardless of their seating position
in an automobile.

Alcohol Awareness and Fatigue.

Slightly more than one-third of our automobile fatalities incude alcohol as a factor. Personal
accountability and wingman intervention are
our best tools to reduce drinking and driving.
Likewise, fatigue is another contributing factor
to fatalities that needs our focus.

Drowning Prevention.

Several Airmen drown every year, typically in
lakes and local “swimming holes.” Do not mix
alcohol and swimming, and watch overextending
yourself. The number one mishap prevention tool
for drowning is a personal flotation device.
During the last 11 summer campaigns, we lost
an average of 24 Airmen and even though last year
we experienced one of our safest summers ever, we
still lost 17 Airmen. The Air Force Safety Center
will provide high quality mishap prevention information for this year’s campaign, but information
alone does not prevent mishaps. It takes each of
us to save lives, and we have a responsibility to
teach, mentor, and provide the right message for
the Critical Days of Summer Campaign. Let’s make
this year’s summer our safest one yet.

Photos by 1st Lt. Lisa Meiman

AFSPC commander visits Thule

Gen. C. Robert Kehler, Air Force Space Command commander, greets Thule leadership May 11 at the Thule airfield. General Kehler and his
wife visited Thule May 11-12 on their way to a commander’s conference in Germany.

Space operations vital to Air Force, nation
By Staff Sgt. J.G. Buzanowski
Secretary of the Air Force Public Affairs

WASHINGTON (AFNS) — Air Force officials discussed the importance of space as a warfighting domain
before members of the Senate May 20 on Capitol Hill.
Senior Air Force leaders in the space realm answered
questions from the Senate Armed Services Committee
Strategic Force Subcommittee, telling them that Air Force
officials were postured to make the most of their assets
as part of the joint fight.
Gen. C. Robert “Bob” Kehler, the Air Force Space
Command commander, told the subcommittee that the
command’s efforts to provide the services with resources
to maintain a strong presence in space have been and continue to be a vital part of the national defense strategy.
“Our mission is to provide an integrated constellation
of space and cyberspace capabilities at the speed of need,”
General Kehler said. “Our vision is to be the leading
source of emerging and integrated space and cyberspace
capabilities.”
General Kehler spoke of two key decisions the Air Force
made: The creation of Air Force Global Strike Command
and the assignment of cyberspace tasks to AFSPACE.
“Space capabilities contribute across the spectrum of
regular and irregular combat and noncombat operations,

and provide joint commanders a decisive advantage,” he
said. “The cyberspace domain is inextricably linked to the
other domains in which the U.S. military operates.”
With the recent budget release and the cancellation of
the TSAT program program, the Air Force is “harvesting”
the technologies, systems and lessons learned so it can
apply them to the next generation of satellites.
“What’s important is that we synchronize capabilities
with needs,” General Kehler said.
Gary E. Payton, the deputy undersecretary of the Air
Force for space programs, also testified.
“Our space systems are the envy of the world,” he wrote
in his official statement. “Our surveillance satellites are
able to detect missile launches anywhere in the world, our
communications systems allow the president precise and
assured control over nuclear forces, our wideband systems
rapidly transmit critical information to our warfighters,
our weather satellites allow us to predict future weather
half a world away, our Global Positioning Systems enable knowledge down to centimeters and timing down
to nanoseconds.”
Mr. Payton said a strong space presence enhances the
joint fight.
“These sophisticated systems make each Soldier, Sailor,
Marine and Airman safer and more capable.”

Team Pete Quarterly Awards Breakfast
Date: 5 Jun 2009
Time: 0800 Hours
Location: Peterson AFB Club
Cost: $8 Members/$10 Non-Members

See your First Sergeant for details • sign up on e-invite by 1 Jun 2009
BUFFET STYLE BREAKFAST
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I hope you all enjoyed this past four day
weekend and have returned from this welldeserved break energized with a renewed
since of purpose and determination.
The Air Force Academy held its graduation on Wednesday. The Vice President
was the keynote speaker at the commencement ceremony and the 21st Space Wing
was honored to assist with his arrival and
visit. Many wing agencies were involved
in making this an error-free stopover. In
addition to the Vice President, we were
honored to have with us the Secretary of
the Air Force and the Chief of Staff of the
Air Force.
As the second busiest f light line for
distinguished visitors in the Air Force,
Peterson is no stranger to high-level visits
and our professionals are well-versed and
trained for these types of visits. However,
there is always a bit more planning and support required when visitors of this caliber
come to our base. As is always the case,
I’m proud to report that our installation
support and protection was once again
f lawless, due to our stellar teamwork and
crisp coordination.
Specifically, I want to thank our world
class protocol team, led by Ken Friesz, for
their outstanding efforts. They worked tirelessly with the White House, the Secret
Service, and the Department of Defense to
ensure these visits went off without a hitch.
Our Protocol team once again represented
Team Pete with world-class support and
unmatched professionalism. Ken, thanks

21st Space
Wing
commander

again for all you and your team do for our
wing and the base.
Our 21st Security Forces Squadron and
Office of Special Investigations also played
critical roles in the preparation and execution of these visits. These Airmen provided
first-rate security for the Vice President,
Secretary of the Air Force and Chief of Staff
with bomb sweeps, traffic control, and K-9
units. Working with the Secret Service,
these warriors were vital to ensure that all
of our DVs were safe and protected.
Several other wing offices and agencies played an important role in these
visits. Thanks to our public affairs office for handling the media interest,
the 21st Operations Support Squadron’s
Base Operations for their f light line support of the distinguished visitors arrivals and departures, and to our 21st Civil
Engineering Squadron for keeping the base
looking the best in the Air Force. In fact,
the 21 SW recently was awarded the Major
General M.C “Tim” McFadden Facilities
Excellence Recognition Award for 2008,
Large Installation Category, thanks to the

hard work and efforts of our 21st CES.
Finally, I want to thank the City of
Colorado Springs and specifically, the
Colorado Springs Police Department for
their continued support of our base. Our
community relations with the city and
the CSPD are top-notch. It is great that
we have such a great relationship with our
local community.
Last Monday was Memorial Day. This
was a day to remember and pay respect to
those countless Soldiers, Sailors, Marines,
Airmen and Coast Guardsmen who have
given the ultimate sacrifice for the freedoms
we enjoy every day. As service members, it
is critical that we pay gratitude and homage
to these heroes. Let’s also never forget the
sacrifice of our wounded warriors. They too
have sacrificed greatly for our nation.
As we move into the 101 Days of Summer,
which traditionally starts on Memorial Day
weekend and ends on Labor Day weekend,
it is absolutely imperative that we focus on
safety, both on and off duty. This period
of time is typically when the Air Force has
more safety related accidents and mishaps.
As Airmen essential to our mission success, we cannot afford to lose even one of
you. Remember to use your Wingman and
to incorporate proper Operational Risk
Management into your daily activities. It’s
great to get out and enjoy the summer, but
be sure to do it responsibly.

K12 gets kids thinking big.
It’s what happens when your kids can get a high quality,
American education anywhere in the world your family goes.
K12’s award winning curriculum is individualized to bring
learning alive, one child at a time. Every subject is delivered
online, with hands-on activities, plus books and support from
expert teachers.

“I’ve used other curriculums.
Nothing compares to K12.”
Tammy A, mom to Brittany and Tyler,
stationed at Fort Gillim, GA

Learn more at

Options include:
• Full-time, tuition-free public schooling in many states
• An accredited online private school available worldwide
• Over 150 individual courses including world languages,
AP®, and electives available for direct purchase
The military life requires sacrifices. With K12—America’s
largest online curriculum provider for grades K-12—your
children’s education doesn’t have to be one of them.
Give your child the chance to think big, wherever the
military life takes you.

K12.com/mil.
Interested in a full-time public school option?
The K12 program is available through the Colorado
Virtual Academy, a public school for grades K-12
that offers state-certified teachers, a supportive
school community, and a range of extracurricular
activities.

www.K12.com/co | 866.339.6818

COVA Education Showcase
June 11, Pioneers Museum
Colorado Springs
Join us for 2009 enrollment information,
COVA details, special exhibits, and family fun.
Register at K12.com/co.
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Servicemembers and federal employee homeowners
relocating for their job are expected to soon have access
to the Homeowners Assistance Program.
Legislation passed in February allows the Secretary of
Defense to temporarily expand assistance to homeowners who face a military move during the current housing
market slump.
The other groups expected to benefit from the program
expansion are surviving spouses of members killed in
the line of duty after Sept. 11, 2001, servicemembers or
civilians wounded in battle, and civilians and military
personnel making a permenent change of station and who
meet certain eligibility requirements. The program was
originally designed to aid individuals affected by base
closures and forced relocations as a result of the 2005
Base Realignment and Closure actions.
“Permanent changes of stations can be stressful events
in military members’ lives,” said Christina Fornander,
Peterson Airman and Family Readiness Center chief.
“The new OSD policy should offer some relief to Airmen,
decreasing the financial worry associated with moves
during the declining housing market.”
The Army Corps of Engineers, which administers the
program, is encouraging homeowners who think they
may be eligible for assistance to submit applications.
Application information and eligibility guidelines are
available at http://hap.usace.army.mil/.
Under the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act, enacted Feb. 17, the law temporarily expands the
Homeowners Assistance Program to authorize the
Secretary of Defense to provide monetary assistance to
those moving on permanent change of station orders or
because of injury or death of a servicemember who suffer
financial loss on the sale of their primary residences.
Due to the current depression of the real estate market
See Relief page 10

AAFES money order service
scheduled to end May 31
By Tech. Sgt. Ray Bowden
21st Space Wing Public Affairs

Peterson’s Base Exchange will join all other
Army Air Force Exchange Service outlets at
the close of business May 31 when it cancels
its money order services.
According to Steve Collier, Peterson
main store manager, the change is due to
Department of Defense regulations and the
growing unpopularity of money orders used
as a means of payment.
Strict DoD financial management regulations and federal money laundering rules forbid “base organizations” from selling money
orders when banking offices are available

on base.
“When there is a financial institution on
base, DoD regulations state that the banks on
base or other similar institutions will provide
the service,” Mr. Collier said. “And, we live
in an electronic age — people just don’t use
money orders as much as they used to.”
In a recent new AAFES new release, Lt.
Col. William Thurmond, AAFES’ chief of
corporate communications said that banks,
credit unions and post offices on base will
meet the need for financial services such as
money orders, allowing AAFES 107 main
stores and 136 “specialty stores” to focus on
meeting customer’s retail needs.

TVC offers Peterson Airmen,
families better quality of life
By Tierra Vista Communities
There are 222 new homes currently being
built here near the old driving range as part
of the housing privatization initiative.
Construction is currently being done
in two phases. In the first phase, which
includes homes on Langley, Mitchell and
Perrin streets, all streets, gutters and curbs
have been finished and streetlights are being installed along driveways and sidewalks.
Sixteen homes are in the final stages of construction which involves placing cabinets,
interior finishing and flooring inside the
homes. Exterior landscaping and the installation of privacy fence are scheduled to begin

in the near future. The first home is slated to
be available in August.
The first phase of construction is comprised
of a mixture of field grade officer, company
grade officer and senior noncommissioned
officer homes. Of the 93 included in phase
1, 70 will be FGO homes, nine will be CGO
homes and 14 will be SNCO homes.
During the first phase of construction,
the FGO homes will be the first completed,
followed by CGO and senior NCO homes.
Once all homes are completed in 2013, Actus
Lend Lease will deliver 597 new homes for
Peterson residents.

Mandatory Reserve briefing for separating members
All military members separating within 180 days must call Master Sgt. Jennifer Tucker at 556-0151 for a mandatory
out-processing briefing. For a palace chase briefing, call Sergeant Tucker at 556-0151.

I’m giving a

10% MILITARY DISCOUNT

ON
MY
ENTIRE
MENU.
This does not include teenagers in camouflage shorts.

First & Main Town Center (next to JCPenney)
Austin Bluffs Pkwy & Academy Blvd (in the King Soopers shopping center)

Come in uniform or present your Military ID. Offer Valid at First & Main Town Center and Austin Bluffs Pkwy & Academy Blvd. Not valid with any other offer. Offer may be ended or changed at any time. Jack in the Box® is a registered trademark of
Jack in the Box Inc. ©2009 Jack in the Box Inc.
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Change of command at nation’s only missile defense brigade
By Maj. Laura Kenney
100th Missile Defense Brigade (GMD) Public Affairs

The unit tasked with the mission of defending the United
States against ballistic missile attack — the only unit of
its type in the nation — gained a new commander May
15 when Col. Gregory S. Bowen assumed command in a
ceremony here.
Colonel Bowen, a Colorado Springs resident, assumed
command of the 100th Missile Defense Brigade (Groundbased Midcourse Defense) from Col. Michael L. Yowell.
Colonel Bowen was the first commander of the brigade’s
operational unit, the 49th Missile Defense Battalion (GMD)
located at Fort Greely, Alaska, which is armed with the
system’s interceptors. Colonel Bowen stood up the 49th
in 2004.
The traditional exchange of the colors marking a change
of command took place at the Medal of Honor Memorial
Field, with the old and new commanders flanked by flags
of the 54 states and territories their unit protects.
Colonel Yowell handed the gold and teal guidon to Brig.
Gen. Thomas D. Mills, commander of Ground Forces for
the Colorado National Guard, who in turn handed the flag
to Colonel Bowen, signifying the passing of command.
Defending the homeland is historically the mission of
the National Guard, and the 100th MD Bde. is a Colorado
National Guard unit. The 100th was stood up by presidential
decree in 2003, at an accelerated rate after the terrorist attacks
of Sept. 11, 2001. Its subordinate units, the 49th MD Bn.
(GMD) and Detachment 1, located in California, are manned
by full-time Guardsmen and women of the respective states.
The headquarters, located here, is a multi-component unit
with a small contingent of active component Soldiers.
See Change page 13

U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Michael Cost

(Left to right) Outgoing commander of the 100th Missile Defense Brigade (GMD), Col. Michael Yowell, stands next to Brig. Gen. Thomas Mills, commander of Ground Forces for the Colorado National Guard, during the change of command ceremony welcoming new 100th MD Bde. commander,
Col. Gregory Bowen on May 15.

Local NCOs accepted to
officer training school
By 2Lt Emerson Drain
20th Space Control Squadron unit public affairs representative

Photo by Col. Tom Peppard

One full prison

Lt. Col. Rob Quigg, 821st Air Base Group deputy commander, and 1st Lt. Lisa Meiman, 821st ABG public affairs, are judged by the "Honorable"
Capt. Dan Massey, 821st Security Forces commander, for specific infractions during the Jail-N-Bail fundraiser at the community center May 21.
The more than $500 raised was donated to scholarships for dependents of fallen police officers in recognition of National Police Week. Thule
residents could press "charges" against their coworkers for a small price, and the accused could also bail themselves out of jail for a small fee.

Two 20th Space Control Squadron noncommissioned officers will trade stripes for bars as they have been selected to
attend the U.S. Air Force Officer Training School.
After completing OTS, Tech. Sgt. Marcianna Pease and
Tech. Sgt. Charles Lightfoot will serve as space and missile
operators with one significant difference: their new gold
bars.
“This squadron has celebrated many remarkable achievements in the last 40 years, but getting two NCOs into
OTS is a first,” said Lt. Col. Thomas Falzarano, 20th SCS
commander
Serving her country was a value Sergeant Pease learned
to appreciate before even putting on a uniform.
“I grew up an Army brat, said Sergeant Pease. “My father
supported my decision to join the military but persuaded
me to join the Air Force. I also took it as an opportunity to
find a sense of independence.”
Sergeant Lightfoot credits his family as being his main
inspiration.
“My children were my primary motivation for completing
a degree and applying for a commission. This is a tremendous
opportunity presented for our family,” he said.
Sergeant Pease earned a bachelor’s degree in criminal
justice through the University of Phoenix and is currently
working on a master’s degree in space studies at Embry
Riddle University. Sergeant Lightfoot will work to earn a
professional aeronautics bachelors degree from Embry Riddle
Aeronautical University.
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Space Command officials
exceed GPS standard

Air Force Space Command officials here maintain the Global
Positioning System constellation that now has 30 operational satellites, six more than the standard.
“I have high confidence we will continue to sustain at least the 24
satellites required to maintain our current performance standard,”
said Gen. C. Robert “Bob” Kehler, the Air Force Space Command
commander.
The current number of satellites being used by Air Force for global
positioning is the most satellites and the greatest capability to date,
since GPS came into fruition in the 1970s.
“We are committed to maintaining our current level of service, while
striving to increase and improve service and capability through ongoing modernization efforts,” said Lt. Gen. John T. “Tom” Sheridan,
commander of the Space and Missile Systems Center, which is the
acquisitions arm for Air Force Space Command. “The Air Force will
continue to execute an achievable growth path maintaining GPS as
the premier provider of positioning, navigation and timing for the
military and civilian users around the world.”
Just as it was reported in the Government Accountability Office’s
report May 7, Air Force Space Command officials acknowledged the
potential for an availability gap years ago, and has actively pursued
and institutionalized procedures and processes to mitigate the potential gap or minimize any impact. Command officials developed key
processes within the operational community as well as the acquisition community to extend the life of on-orbit assets and to ensure
GPS capability is delivered in a timely manner.
The Air Force launched the seventh of its current block of IIR-M
satellites in April, and will launch another one this fall followed
by the first of 12 Block IIF satellites in early fiscal 2010. The IIF’s
sophisticated L-band payload will include new hardware that serves
the civil user community. The next generation of GPS satellites, the
GPS IIIA, with additional navigation signals for both civilian and
military users will improve the accuracy and availability for all users. GPS IIIA is scheduled for first launch in 2014.
“New acquisition approaches, including phased acquisition and
prototyping, will reduce risk to constellation sustainment in the
future,” General Sheridan said.
“Let me state emphatically; since we declared Full Operational
Capability in 1995, the Air Force has maintained the constellation
above the required 24 GPS satellites on orbit at 95 percent. In fact,
we have achieved sub-three meter accuracy,” General Kehler said.
“The Air Force has been a good GPS steward continually providing
‘better than expected’ service to our GPS users. At this point, we
foresee no significant loss of service in the future, near or far.”

Play to live, live to play during
critical days of summer
By Tech. Sgt. Kimberley Harrison
Air Force Space Command Public Affairs

“Play to Live, Live to Play” is the theme for
2009’s Critical Days of Summer which officially begins May 22 and runs through
Labor Day, Sept. 7.
“Sometimes our lives and the lives
of others depend on the choices we
make,” said Gen. C. Robert Kehler,
commander of Air Force Space
Command.
Due to increased activity levels
during the summer months, the Air
Force annually promotes the Critical
Days campaign as an important reminder to continually practice safety habits in order to reduce the number of mishaps.
By focusing on safety, accidents can be avoided.
“Historically, we lose more personnel to vehicle
mishaps than any other type of activity. We must
learn from our mistakes and those of others,” General
Kehler said.
During the past three AFSPC summer campaigns,
there have been slight increases in total mishaps —
2006: 65 mishaps; 2007: 67 mishaps; and in 2008: 73
total mishaps: 27 on-duty; 46 off-duty (1 fatality).
In order to increase safety awareness, think about
what, where and how an activity’s going to be done.
Prior to participating in recreational activities such
as water sports, long-distance traveling or motorcycle
riding, be aware of the challenges and limitations and
practice risk management.
“Our folks must apply the simple rules of risk
management and personal responsibility around the
clock,” said Col. Edward Rivera, AFSPC director of
safety. “Risk management is simply identifying potential risks about to be taken. A former boss always
told me to remember the three Ps: Plan, Predict and
Prevent. If this concept is applied to all your summer
activities; it may save your life. And most important
stick to the plan! Interviews from past injuries are
showing our folks are doing a great job of develop-

ing a plan but then not sticking to the plan,” Colonel
Rivera said.
It’s important to support and promote the
summer campaign through education, publicity and awareness programs, focusing
on any specific targeted areas.
Supervisors are encouraged to
hold face-to-face safety briefings
and discuss risk management strategies with their Airmen before they
go on leave or before long holiday
weekends such as Memorial Day
weekend.
Some of the things that should be
considered for discussion include common mistakes Airmen make, but with a
little fore thought could possibly prevent a
mishap or fatality.
“Wear your seatbelt every time you get into a car.
Wear the proper motorcycle protective equipment
every time you ride. Don’t drive after drinking or
when you’re fatigued...ever, and think seriously about
safety,” said General Kehler.
The Air Force Safety Center Critical Days of Summer
Campaign Plan contains themes, listed below, for each
week of the summer campaign to aid commanders
or supervisors in planning safety topics during the
summer :
• Week 1 — May 26 -June 2: Motorcycle/Sport Bike
Safety
• Week 2 — June 3-9: Water Safety/Suicide
prevention
• Week 3 — June 10-16: Motorcycle/Cruiser Bike
Safety
• Week 4 — June 17-23: Alcohol Related Mishap
Prevention
• Week 5 — June 24-30: Boating Safety
• Week 6 — July 1-6: 4th of July Holiday and
Fireworks Safety
See Play page 11
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where you want to be. You’ll get the personalized attention you
deserve and the peace of mind you need.
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Registered Representatives* today. Call (719) 574-1100 ext. 6550
or 800-525-9623 ext. 6550 and take advantage of our professional
services and trusted retirement advice.
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of Defense and other federal agencies worldwide.
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Calendar / Base Briefs
The Air Force Sergeant’s Association Chapter 1181 monthly
meetings are held at 4 p.m., on the second Thursday of each
month at the Peterson Club. The next meeting is scheduled
for June 11. All active-duty enlisted and retired noncommissioned officers are encouraged to attend and learn more about
AFSA, one of the main channels to voice enlisted concerns
to Capitol Hill. For more information, visit www.hqafsa.org
or contact Senior Master Sgt. Jeff Steagall at 556-6740.
The 21st Medical Group main clinic, the Schriever clinic,
the Dental clinic and the Peterson East refill pharmacy located at the commissary will be closed Thurs, June 18 to
accommodate the 21st Space Wing Sports and Field Day. The
Peterson East refill pharmacy will re-open Fri., June 19 for
normal business operations. All patients requiring medication refills and/or medical appointments are encouraged to
plan accordingly. For all medical emergencies, please call
911 or go to the nearest emergency room. When requiring
after hours Acute Care, please contact the 556-CARE line
and choose the United States Air Force Academy Acute
Care clinic.

Survivor Benefit Plan

The Survivor Benefit Plan was developed to meet the needs
of the family for continuous income protection following
a service member’s death. The SBP is a non-profit annuity
program administered by the government. Coverage is
free while the member remains on active duty. After retirement, monthly premiums are held in the Military Retirement
System Trust Fund and benefits are paid to eligible survivors
from that fund. As a result, the retiree has the assurance
of a well-managed program without having to pay administrative expenses. Prior to retiring, service members will
have an opportunity to enroll in the SBP. Additional details
are available by calling Peterson’s SBP counselor, Warren
McCoy, at 556-4229.

Quarterly Awards Breakfast

The “Team Pete” Quarterly Awards Breakfast will be held 8
a.m., June 5, at the Peterson Club. The event recognizes outstanding performers from Peterson in the Airman, noncommissioned officer, senior noncommissioned officer, company
grade officer and civilian categories. E-mail invites will be
sent. For additional information, contact Master Sgt. Stacy
Otte at 556-1053.

Shoppette Parking Announcement

The parking lot located east of the shoppette (building
1700) will be closed until July 1. The overflow parking lot
has been extended to provide additional parking. New lightpoles, curb and gutter, irrigation and landscaping will be
installed in the closed lot.
This project corrects a safety concern regarding the lack
of lighting in this lot. A chain link construction fence will
be installed around the parking lot. Parking will not be
allowed in this lot during this time. For more information, contact Ernie Branch at 556-1422 or ernie.branch@
peterson.af.mil.

Friday, May 29

Monthly Team Pete Induction and
Recognition Ceremony

The monthly Team Pete Induction and Recognition
Ceremony will be held 3 p.m., May 29, at the base museum.
All Team Peter members are welcome to come by and congratulate Peterson’s newest promotees!

Wednesday, Jun 3

CGO Promotion party

The Rocky Mountain Company Grade Officer Counsel is
scheduled to host a CGO promotion party for officers being
promoted to first lieutenant or captain at 3:30 p.m, June 3, at
the Peterson Club’s main lounge. CGOs to be honored include
Capt. Paul Scheglov, 721st Communications Squadron; Capt.
Amber Ortiz, 21st FSS; 1st Lt. Melissa George, 21st Force
Support Squadron; 1st Lt Jonathan Simmons, 21st Space Wing
Public Affairs; 1st Lt. Ashley Hardt, 21st Communication
Squadron; 1st James Harris, 21st FSS; Capt. Todd Blum, 21st
Operations Support Squadron; and 1st Lt. Rickey Anderson,
21st Mission Support Group. All are invited.
Refreshments will be provided. Please call Captain Scheglov
at 474-3344 with any questions.

Friday, Jun 5

Housing Office Closure

Peterson’s Housing Office will be closed on 1 p.m. through
4:30, Fri, June 5 for an official function. Regular hours will
resume 7 a.m. through 4 p.m. the following Monday
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First Knigh
Air Force photo

5 Star Comfort, Small Town Friendliness,
Rock Solid Professionalism

NW Corner of Barnes & Powers  Minor Illness and Injuries

 Primary Care
 Lacerations / Fractures
 Onsite X-Ray & Lab
One Third The Cost, Shorter
Waiting Time Than Hospital ER  School & Sports Physicals
 Workers Compensation
 Pre-Employment Services

Walk-In, No Appointment
8-8 M-F  9-4 Sa-Su

Name:

Donna Burrill

Duty Title:
Commercial sponsorship coordinator

Unit:

John G. Beauman MD, Lt. Col.,
U.S. Army (Retired)
Lori Japp, PA-C
Donna Ianacone, PA-C

21st Force Support Squadron

Hometown:
Great Falls, Mont.

TRICARE, Most Insurance Plans Accepted  Discounted, Self-Pay Rates

591-2558  4323 Integrity Center Pt
Web Check-In: www.IntegrityUrgentCare.com

Time in service:
Donna Burrill
was selected for
this week’s First
Knight award. This
award is designed
to recognize outstanding Airmen
each week for the
work they do every
day.

Nine years

Hobbies:
Golf, gardening, & antiquing

Favorite Music:
Country-what else would you expect from a Montana girl?

Last good book read:
I’d like to say something like “The Canterbury Tales” because it makes me
sound so well-read, but in reality it was probably a trashy novel

Has working for the Air Force changed your life?
I come at this from a unique perspective because being around the Air
Force is the only life I’ve ever known. My dad was in the Air Force, as was
my husband, so the real change to my life would be if I wasn’t working for the
Air Force.

What is your favorite aspect of working for the Air Force?
I’m surrounded by people who truly care about the welfare of the military and their family members, and
I’m very proud to be a part of that.

What do you like most about your position?
I thrive on the challenge of adding the special enhancements to our events. I love the idea of knowing that

Need a
Manctuary?

We can build or help you build a customized basement or ofﬁce, sports
room, game room, theatre or workshop. Big or small, we do it all – from
complete man caves to stand alone man-rooms, working garages, and
workshops. We can also build you an open-air cave with custom decks
and patios, outdoor bars and grills, and weekend-friendly landscaping.
Tell us what you want and we will build you the perfect mantastic place.
We support active-duty and retired military families, ask us for a free estimate and get ready for summer! Licensed, insured, established Colorado
Springs business. Tell us your plan and we will make it happen

For a free estimate - email us at manrooms@gmail.
com or contact us at 287-0016 or 271-8683.
Also keep in mind we property manage and ﬁx anything you need done for a fair price.

what I do makes a difference.

Why selected:
“Donna was selected as First Knight because Donna is a leader in her field, and has formed successful
partnerships with the major corporations in the area for the benefit of all of the Peterson military community. Potential partners can contact her at (719) 556-4977” — Mr. Warren Schroeder, 21FSS Marketing
director

Strategically building a
multicultural, multigenerational
congregation that focuses on
demonstrating biblical love
regardless of a person’s background

NEW CITY COMMUNITY CHURCH

Wherever
you are

Where We Meet

731 North Iowa Ave, Colorado Springs, CO 80909

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Sunday
Wednesday

8:30 am

Worship Service

6:30pm

Bible Study

COLORADO
TECHNICAL
UNIVERSITY

is there

Earning your college degree is an
achievable reality. Study online, on
campus, a combination of the two,
days, nights or weekends. However
and wherever you choose!
Call today for details about exciting
opportunities for military personnel!

COLORADO SPRINGS CAMPUS
4435 North Chestnut Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80907

1.888.266.1555

WWW.COLORADOTECH.EDU
CEC2257864 - 1/09

Sunday School

10am

Pastor and Vanessa Grant (USMC Ret.)
591-7089
LGrant7489@aol.com
newcitycc.com

TriCare Prime offers off-base
routine eye examination benefit!
No out-of-pocket cost for
an eye exam for glasses!

referral is
No Primar y Care
call for
ply
Sim
ry.
necessa
.
nt
me
int
an appo

• Active-duty dependents are eligible
once per year.
• Retirees and their dependents are
eligible once every two years.

The doctors next to LensCrafters are contracted Tricare
Prime Providers. They offer three convenient Colorado Springs
Locations for eye examinations with appointments Monday through
Saturday. No more waiting for an appointment on base.
Southside

Between

Northside

598-1392

548-8717

598-5068

Citadel Mall Vickers & Academy Chapel Hills Mall
TriCare Standard, TriCare Reserve and TriCare for Life also accepted. Prescriptions may be filled
anywhere. Contact lens evaluation available for additional cost. Call for program details.
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Officials look for best, brightest
to fill first sergeant positions

9



By Staff Sgt. Steve Grever
Air Force Personnel Center Public Affairs

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas (AFNS) — Taking
care of today’s Airmen is the responsibility of everyone in leadership and supervisory positions in the Air Force. But, for a select
group of senior non-commissioned officers, this specific mission is
their primary job. Air Force first sergeants are the eyes and ears of a
unit and serve as the commander’s critical link for all unit matters
concerning enlisted members.
According to Master Sgt. Tracy Deason, Air Force Personnel Center
first sergeant and special duty assignments superintendent, Air Force
officials are always looking for master sergeants or master sergeant
selects who are highly motivated and want to make a difference in
Airmen’s lives.
“First sergeants are responsible for providing sound advice to the
commander on a wide range of topics including the health, esprit de
corps, discipline, mentoring, well being, career progression, recognition and professional development of all assigned enlisted members,”
said Sergeant Deason. “A first sergeant is on call 24 hours a day, and
should expect long and irregular duty hours based on (his or her)
cumulative and important responsibilities as well as the impact of
this position on units and personnel.”
Working those long and irregular days can sometimes be challenging, but first sergeants know that without their dedication and
sacrifice, today’s Airmen will not be able to reach their full potential
or be at their best when they are needed most.
Air Force Instruction 36-2113, The First Sergeant, outlines the
process to become a first sergeant. Here are the basic criteria that
need to be completed to join the first sergeant ranks:
See Sergeants page 12
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Honoring Fellow Service Members,
Law Enforcement & Firemen with a

10% DISCOUNT

FULL SERVICE TAXIDERMY STUDIO
Graduate of Colorado • Institute of Taxidermy Training

719-660-2224
COSprings_Military_AD.ai
8/25/08
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www.greattaxidermy.com • info@greattaxidermy.com




PATERNITY | STD | DRUG | HEALTH & WELLNESS

WE DO STD
TESTING!
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7824B N. Academy Blvd.
Colorado Springs, CO 80920
Phone: 719.277.TEST (8378)
Fax: 719.277.8353

www.anylabtestnow.com/cosprings

Little People, Big Smiles
Technology
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with aa Caring
Caring Touch
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reduced radiation exposure
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AF Reserve provides platform for specialized Navy special forces training
By Senior Airman Stephen Collier
302nd Airlift Wing Public Affairs

KeY WeST NAVAl AIr STATION, Fla. — The darkness
shrouds everything in sight. You look left; the silhouette of
a man stands before you. You look right; another man leans
against the inside of the fuselage of a C-130 Hercules. You
squint, looking on at the rays of Florida sunshine coming
through the aircraft’s aft troop doors.
Then, almost without warning, the ramp opens on the lumbering cargo aircraft. Each of the men of Special Boat Team
20 snaps to attention, checking over each other’s equipment
one last time. And even though they’ve been through these
motions more times than their spouses or loved ones would
care to know, the look on their faces reveal they may never
get used to the onslaught of blinding sunlight that rushes
into the aircraft all at once. But as you work to comprehend
it all, the men are signaled by the aircraft’s loadmaster and
they leap into February’s tropical and seemingly unforgiveable sky.
But these are no ordinary men; the members of SBT 20 are
one of the U.S. Navy’s elite special warfare units. Known as
special warfare combatant craft, or ‘SWCCs’ (pronounced
swicks), the seamen work to refine their tactics of maritime
craft aerial delivery systems Feb. 21-28 at Navy’s southernmost-continental base.
“Basically, we are the boat guys in Naval special warfare
and in the world of special operations forces,” said Command
Master Chief Erik Fuerstenberg, the senior enlisted leader
for SBT 20, based at Naval Amphibious Base Little Creek,
Va. “The missions obviously will drive what we need to get
the job done. Anything that has to do with getting somewhere fast on a boat for special operations forces — we’re
that component.”
The mission the SWCC is to support their fellow special
forces, including SEALs, Green Berets and Air Force pararescue with any and all maritime support for a host of specialized missions. The SWCCs consist of three main teams,
SBT 12, 20 and 22, and from these three teams. Additional
detachments are formed and are located around the world.
When the water is needed for special forces to get to a destination, the men of the Navy’s SWCCs are called into action.
The training for the week consists of simulated boat drops
from above and below altitudes of 10,000 feet.. According
to Chief Fuerstenberg, the types of missions the SWCCs
perform “requires a little bit of skill to be able to land in
the correct place so you don’t land in a parachute, debris or
each other.” In total, the seamen go through several weeks

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Stephen Collier

Members of the U.S. Navy’s Special Boat Team 20 leap into the Florida sky Feb. 26, 2009, during a special warfare training mission at Naval Air Station
Key West, Fla. The Naval special forces members partnered up with the Air Force Reserve Command’s 302nd Airlift Wing from Peterson Air Force
Base, Colo., to support the refresher training for high-altitude, low-opening, or ‘HALO’ jumps. Known as Special Warfare Combatant Craft, or ‘SWCCs,’
the special forces members support Navy SEALs with all maritime missions, involving a variety of craft for different, specialized missions.
of jump training so they can grasp how to land in different
wind conditions from the time they leave the plane to the
time they hit the water with their craft.
The water-focused training also helps the SWCCs understand the complex requirements of different types of
watercraft and how they are employed using the C-130, C-5
Galaxy and C-17 Globemaster III aircraft. And, Key West
is ideal place for it.
“Coming from the East Coast, weather is key,” the chief
said. “When you jump out of airplanes at 13,000 feet, you’re
looking for the best weather you can have in a training

environment. You’re not going to have extreme colds, rain,
whatever. (Key West) is an ideal location for us to conduct
as many jumps as possible for the block of time we have allotted for this training. That, coupled with being at a naval
installation, the logistics works out best for us and the location is very convenient.”
There are an assorted number of water craft in the SWCC’s
arsenal, including the Mark V, an 82-foot craft, to the Special

Winning Smiles For Everyone! Relief
EXPERIENCED, CARING AND GENTLE
Cosmetic Dentistry
Bonding & Veneers
Root Canal Therapy
Childrens Dentistry
Crowns & Bridges
Orthodontics
Teeth Whitening
Oral Surgery
Dentures
Implants
Wisdom Teeth
White Fillings
Porcelain Laminates
Gum Care

PROVIDER FOR ACTIVE MILITARY DEPENDENTS

Personal Dentistry with a Soft Touch for
Children, Parents & Grandparents.

SAME DAY EMERGENCY CARE

597-9737

www.powersdentalgroup.com
Caring For Smiles Since 1974

From page 4
and the devaluation of many homes, these
forced relocations have the potential to cause
increased financial loss for the member, could
potentially damage individual credit scores
and could result in family separations when
servicemembers are forced to leave their families behind to avoid incurring debt beyond
what their houses are worth.
The Congress budgeted $555 million for the

See Training page 13
expanded program and defense officials are
determining ways to maximize the funds.
The Army Corps of Engineers will begin
processing applications once they have received official guidance and funding. Benefit
payments normally take between 90 and 120
days to complete, depending on the number
of applicants and staffing.
For more information regarding the HAP
program or application process, visit their
Web site or call the Peterson A&FRC at 5566141.
(Information provided by 2nd Lt. Gina
Vaccaro McKeen, Air Force Personnel Center
Public Affairs)
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Air Force photo by Larry Hulst

Master sergeant selects celebrate

Col. Wayne Monteith, 21st Space Wing vice commander (first row, middle) poses with most of Peterson’s master- sergeant-selects at a master-sergeant-select party held at the Peterson Club, May 14. Approximately
80 technical sergeants assigned to Peterson and its geographically separated units will be promoted to master sergeant within the next year. Air Force officials selected 5,604 of 22,748 eligible technical sergeants for
promotion to master sergeant for a selection rate of 24.64 percent.

Play
From page 6
• Week 7 — July 7-13: Summer Heat Safety
• Week 8 — July 14-20: Bicycle/Pedestrian Safety
• Week 9 — July 21-27: Defensive Driving/4WPMV

Safety
• Week 10 — July 28 — August 3: Grilling/Barbeque
Safety
• Week 11 — August 4-10: Countering Fatigue
• Week 12 — August 11-17: Sports Risk Management
• Week 13 — August 18-24: Travel Safety
• Week 14 — August 25-31: Labor Day Safety
• Week 15 — September 1-7: Back to School Safety/Fall
Campaign ramp up
So, before plans are made this summer, keep these points

Top Down Sales Event

The top goes down.

in mind:
• Risk management
• Be a good Wingman
• Make safety a habit
“Our safety campaign has proven effective in the past, but
like the suicide prevention and Wingman programs — you
are the key to its success. Be good Wingmen. Be vigilant and
willing to act when you see someone taking unnecessary risks
or exhibiting signs of distress,” General Kehler said.
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ZZZFFXHGXXVDI

&$//720%29(1$7

7%29(1#&&8('8

&RORUDGR&KULVWLDQ8QLYHUVLW\LVDFFUHGLWHGE\WKH1RUWK&HQWUDO$VVRFLDWLRQRI&ROOHJHVDQG6FKRROV

Space ObServer
Thursday, May 28, 2009

12

www.peterson.af.mil

Sergeants
From page 9
• Pass the annual fitness test
• Have no negative quality-force indicators
• Be an E-7 upon attendance at the First
Sergeant Academy
• Complete Senior NCO Academy by correspondence or in-residence
• Have the ability to communicate clearly and
effectively
According to Sergeant Deason, selection and
approval is done through the member’s immediate chain of command as well as the wing commander and command chief master sergeant.
Tech. Sgt. Lisa Giedeman, AFPC field account
representative, was interested in the first sergeant
career field because she wanted to help shape the
next generation of Airmen. She is scheduled to
attend the First Sergeant Academy in July.
“What attracted me was the opportunity to
guide and mentor our Airmen for the future of
our Air Force,” Sergeant Giedeman said. “I feel
that the effects we have on our Airmen today

determine the future leaders of tomorrow.”
Tech. Sgt. Yolanda Cole, AFPC assignment
program manager, also is answering the call to
join the first sergeant ranks. She will attend the
academy in September.
“I have always been interested in first sergeant
duty,” Sergeant Cole said. “However, I didn’t really start thinking about it seriously until the
retraining list came out last year and my name
was on it. I did some serious thinking and noticed
a requirement for first sergeants. After talking
with my mentors, going to briefings and asking
questions about the duty, I decided to put in a
package.”
There are about 1,100 active-duty Air Force
first sergeants worldwide. This special duty also
is deployable and their taskings are on par with
most Air Force specialties across the service.
For more information on becoming a first sergeant, interested members are encouraged to talk
to their first sergeant who can answer their basic
questions about the career field. After a member
decides on applying for this special duty, he or
she should schedule a face-to-face meeting with
the command chief master sergeant who will
determine his or her eligibility and fitness.

AFCOMAP
Senior Leader Panel
“Every officer mentored …
Every officer a mentor”
Are your professional needs being met?
Is mentorship important to my career?
Does the AF “do” mentorship correctly?
Are you being mentored?
Are you a mentor?

Participate in a frank discussion of mentorship in
today’s Air Force!
This is a great mentorship opportunity!

Col Charles W. Campbell
Col Ralph Thompson, Jr.
Mr. Bill Bennett, Col (ret)

AFSPC/SG
AFSPC/IGI
AFSPC/A9F

Thursday
28 May 2009
1500 - 1630
Base Chapel
Room 1

You won’t
want to miss
this event!

AFCOMAP
Air Force Cadet Officer Mentor Action Program

Built to withstand everything
you do. And then some.
The SAMSUNG a657. An AT&T exclusive.

BUILT TO MILITARY STANDARDS
to withstand dust, shock,
rain, and extreme temperatures
PUSH TO TALK on the nation’s
largest Push to Talk network
coverage area

SAMSUNG a657

12999

$

“I love to swim.” Those
words are amazing coming
from Brandon, a vibrant 13
year old doctors thought
would never walk. He was
diagnosed with cerebral
palsy shortly after birth.
Today he is as playful and
mischievous as any other
kid his age.

Delivers downloads in 3G SPEED

with minimum $20/mo. data plan, $39.99/mo.
voice plan & 2-year svc agreement.

AT&T Navigator
Instant messaging and
mobile email capable

With United Way providing
funding, the Cerebral Palsy
Association helped cover
out-of-pocket ex-penses of
therapy and provided
wheelchairs and walkers for
Brandon over the years.

FREE SHIPPING

15%
DISCOUNT

Roller coasters are
Brandon’s biggest thrill.
When he describes his
favorites, his eyes light up.
Brandon has to work hard
every day just to keep
moving, and with a little
help from his “friend,” he’ll
continue to push forward.

1.866.MOBILITY – ATT.COM – VISIT A STORE

Stop by an AT&T store today and ask about our 15% military service discount
for active and retired members of the U.S. armed forces.

�AT&T STORES
COLORADO
�Colorado Springs 1785 E Cheyenne Mountain Blvd
719-226-0804
�5825 Constitution Ave, 719-638-8922
NEW 3532 New Center Point, 719-591-0861
�7158 N Academy Blvd, 719-260-1438

�Pueblo 810 Hwy 50 West, 719-544-6353
AUTHORIZED RETAILERS
SPRING MOBILE
�Colorado Springs 1580 Space Ctr Dr, 719-219-1385
�202 N Tejon St, 719-219-3087

Colorado Springs (cont.)
�3345 N Academy Blvd., (Suite 100), 719-219-1806
�7469 N Academy Blvd, 719-219-1358
�Briargate, 1645 Briargate Pkwy, 719-219-3307
Citadel Crossing, 899 N Academy Blvd, 719-302-0236

Colorado Springs (cont.)
�Citadel Mall Store, 750 Citadel Drive East
719-622-0811
�Open Sunday
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Change

“The Soldiers of the Brigade are the reason
this system has and will continue to be successful. It is they whom I’m most proud of
and who I will most deeply miss.”
For the last time, Yowell sounded off with
the Brigade’s motto — “Guard...Engage...
Destroy — For none shall pass.”
Colonel Bowen took the lectern for his
remarks and drew an immediate laugh when
he promised to comply with military tradition and keep the incoming commander’s
comments short, adding, “Besides, in the
past (looking at his watch) 26 minutes that
I’ve been in command, I have not done
anything worth talking about. But that will
change.”
Bowen went on to briefly describe the importance of the unit’s mission, and to thank
important people in his life, especially his
mother Yvonne, who, during his childhood
in North Dakota, had “given me a work ethic,
set of values, and a love of country that has
served me well over the years.”
He then told how his 7-year-old daughter,
Carmen, was “proud that her dad was in the
Army, and that he protected her.”
“When I was her age, growing up in North
Dakota during the Cold War, I recall doing ‘duck and cover drills.’ While I didn’t
understand it at the time, I do remember it
scaring me. I don’t ever want my daughter
to be afraid of bad things falling out of the
sky, so, Carmen, that’s why Daddy does what
he does.”
“The 100th is a unique unit with a unique
mission. It is small in numbers, but its mission is strategic in nature. We have to be
prepared to execute that mission with no
notice, 24/7. To the Soldiers of the 100th, I
want to let you know I have only two priorities. Priority 1 is accomplishing our operational mission, every time, all the time.
Priority 1A is taking caring of Soldiers and
their families. These two things will focus
our efforts as we move forward.
“It’s time for me to get off the stage and
get to work. Thank you all for coming, and...
I’ll see you on the High Ground.”

From page 5
A color guard comprised of 49th MD Bn.
Soldiers, flown in from Alaska for the ceremony, held the national, state and Army
colors, while Ms. Sharon Hartman of U.S.
Space and Missile Defense Command sang
the Star Spangled Banner. The 100th is assigned to SMDC and falls under the operational control of Northern Command for
homeland defense. Gen. Victor E. Renuart
Jr., commander of NORTHCOM and North
American Aerospace Defense Command,
attended the ceremony.
Colonel Yowell, whose three year tenure in command saw the brigade become
operational in response to the threat from
North Korea, and who oversaw three successful flight and intercept tests of the system,
bid a sometimes emotional farewell to the
brigade.
“This is not the first time that Greg and I
have stood before these Soldiers and passed
the colors of command. The first was three
years ago at Fort Greely, on a cold and windy
beautiful May morning in Alaska. I was the
new brigade commander, and Greg was leaving a highly successful command — standing
up the 49th.”
“Shortly after I assumed command, North
Korea began stacking missiles. My combatant command, Northern Command, ordered
the brigade into operational status. I had to
cancel family leaves and military schools. On
the 4th of July, 2006, North Korea launched,
and the Soldiers of the Brigade in Alaska,
California and Colorado stood ready to execute their wartime mission. That launch
failed, but the Soldiers of the 100th were
ready. The vision President Reagan had of a
defense for our nation against ballistic missile attack has been proven several times under my watch, and I’m sure will continue to
do so under Colonel Bowen’s command.”
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Operations Craft-Riverine, a high-speed,
dual-jet, dual-diesel platform and even the
smaller of their craft, an inflatable Zodiak.
The SWCCs have a variety of craft to fit each
mission perfectly. For this week’s jumps, the
SWCCs are training on how to employ the
11-meter Rigid Hull Inflatable boats.
In order to accomplish this training, they
partner with the Air Force Reserve — their
airlift platform for the specialized waterfocused training.
The 731st Airlift Squadron, assigned to the
Air Force Reserve Command’s 302nd Airlift
Wing at Peterson Air Force Base, Colo., is
tasked with supporting the SWCC’s training.
The special forces members are using their
time in the tropical heat to enhance their
high altitude, low opening, or ‘HALO’ jump
training. Used for sensitive missions into
not-so-friendly locations, HALO jumps can
get these men and their boat into a precise
location from above 10,000 feet without the
enemy even knowing. But if they don’t train
to get it right the first time, it could be their
last jump.
“It’s neat to see them in the training aspect
and how they train with each other,” said
Capt. Chris Rothe, 731st Airlift Squadron
pilot. “These are a great group of guys who
work really hard. But it’s also what we train
for; to bring them into (a special forces) environment. They know what we’re looking
for too and they also get to know (the Air
Force’s) capabilities.”
Captain Rothe, who is also taking on the
role of aircraft commander for the first time,
said the training was good experience.
“I learned a lot,” the captain said. “Every
(temporary duty assignment) we go on I learn
something new. The simplest way to put it is
we work together as a team to accomplish our
mission and accomplish what needs to get

Call to schedule your
FREE LASIK vision exam!

Airport
Satellite
Hotel
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• Karen Heuer, M.D. –
LASIK Surgeon
is Board-Certiﬁed by the
American Board of Ophthalmology
and has 13 years of laser vision
correction experience.

t4PVQ
t'SFTI'SVJU#BS
t4BMBE%FTTFSU#BS
"OENVDINVDINPSF
S. Academy Blvd

t4ISJNQT
t-PNFJO
t4VTIJ3PMM
t1J[[B

Circle Dr

t#FFG
t$IJDLFO
t1PSL3JCT
t4FBGPPE

Training

13

done. No one crew position is more important than another. We all have our part to do
in the mission or it just won’t get done.”
Each of the sensitive missions the SWCCs
perform can have a varying degree of danger to them. And while military leadership
will always perform a risk analysis of using
the special forces members against a highvalue target, safety is a number one priority for Chief Fuerstenberg during a training
environment.
“Obviously, we value our guys to no end,”
he said. “We want to make sure we are being
as safe as possible in everything we do. There
is a lot of risk analysis in every single thing
we do. When we’re not willing to take the
most risk is during direct training. Training
is certainly a perishable skill. We can train
another day if there is an issue, but if we
were in a real-world mission and there was
a high-value target we needed to execute
on, that’s when you take those things into
consideration.”
While the SWCCs work with every special
operations force in the U.S. arsenal, they have
a particularly close relationship with the U.S.
Navy’s most-visible force, the Navy SEALs.
But the chief stressed that while SEALs can
come from anywhere to hit anything, the
SWCC’s expertise lies in “the boat side of
the house.”
SEALs stand for sea, air and land. They
are the maritime experts to [U.S.] Special
Operations Command, whether they’re
on air, land or sea,” he said. “We not only
take SEALs, but other (special operations
forces) wherever they need to go to conduct
a mission. We also conduct certain missions
without other forces on our own, if the need
arises. SEALs are a jack of all trades, but we
are experts in our field.”
And why do the SWCCs do what they
do?
“I love it, it’s an exciting job,” the chief
said, smiling. “I have one of the best jobs in
the military. I’ve been doing it for 20 years
and I can’t see ever not doing it. You get a
little bit of excitement. It’s good.”
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